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.ANNUAL REPORT of the TASMANIAN CouNCIL OF EDUCATION for the 
Year 1868-9. 

To His Excellency CHARLES Du CANE, Esquire, Governor and Commander­
in- Chi~[ in and over the Island of 'Tasmania and its Dependencies. 

MAY IT PLEASE YouR ExcELLENCY. 

1. IN conformity with the provi,-ions of "The Tasmanian Council of E<lucation and 
Scholarship Act," we beg leave to submit this our Ninth Report ·embracing the proceed-
·ings of the Council between the I st iW ay, l 868, and the 30th April, 1869. · 

2. We caused an Examination to be held in the month of.rune, 1868, of Candidates 
for Exhibitions to Superior Schools; and on the recommendation of the Examiners 
Exhibitions of the value of £10 each were awarded to Charles Cal~b Williamson, Church 
Grammar School, Launceston, and Henry Morris L. Pike, City School, Hobart Town. 

The Examiners in closing their Report observe:-" The results of this examination 
invite a favonrable comparison with those of past ye!lril. The foremost boy has obtained 
a number of marks very little short of the large number obtained by the First Exhibi­
tioner of last year, whose success was beyond. the experience of any previous Examination. 
But the most noteworthy feature of this Examination is the encouraging prc,of which it 
affords that so many Tasmanian boys under fourteen years of _age are able and willing to 
qualify themselves for attaiqing the high standard fixed by the Council. For, besides 
the two recommended for Exhibitions, and whose attainments are very far above tha_t 
standard, eleven Lave failed to win the honor for which they have striven, not throug·h 
any demerit, but sDlely because they have been outstripped by others yet more worthy. 
We record the fact with satisfaction, as showing that the honorable rivalry among Schools, 
and among boys of the same School, produced by the annual award of these Exhibitions, 
is manifesting good effects increasingly every year." 

22Vict. No. 21. 
Section 30, 
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3. The Ninth Examination for the Degree of Ass_ociate of Ar.ts was held in Sep- Degree of 
tember, 1868, Professor Irving, M.A., undertaking all the subjects except Drawing, Associate of 
which was confided to Henry Hunter, Esq · Five Candidates presented themselves, all t~~~~e~;~:;;e 
of whom obtained the Degree, three being placed in the First Class and two in the Sept. 1868. 
Third. The :--enior Assqciate, Edwin Hu!!hes, in addition to the Council's Gold Medal, 
was awarded the First Prize for English, the First Prize for Greek, the First Prize for 
Mathematics, and the Second Prize for Latin. William Field Barrett, placed in the 
First Cla<;s, was awarded the First Prize for Latin, the First Prize for French, and the 
Second Prize for Greek. Joseph Benson \7\,' alker, placed in the First Class, obtained 
the Second Prize for French and a Prize for Drnwing. 

The Examiners remark,- · 

" The small number of Candidates is the only point in this Examination which 
would cause regret; for in no other respect is there any falling off, but rather a manifest 
improvement. The number of marks obtained Ly the senior Associate has been exceeded 
once only, by f-1 ogg in 1864; and the :J.V(:lrage marks of all the Candidates is considerably 
above that hitherto maintained. 
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"The Examination then, regarded as a whole, may be pronounced satisfactory. 
None of the Candidates displayed any marked ability or extensive knowledge ; but all 
had evidently been carefully grounded, and, up to a certain point, their acquaintance 
with the several su~jects of examination was sound and accurate; and, with the exception 
of the Preliminary Examination noticed before, faults of carelessness were less observed 
in this than they have been in earlier examinations." 

Four Candidates presented themselves for the Tasmanian Scholarship. It was 
awarded to Manasseh Fearnley, an A.A. of 1866. He has since proceeded to England 
to enter on his studies at the U nivel"sity of Cambridge. 

A Prize of the value of £5 was offered for the best translation (if .considered worthy) 
into Latin Elegiacs of Gray's Ode on Eton College, Stanzas 2 to 6 inclusive, but as no 
papers were sent in, the same subject has been set for 1869. 

The Council have received the satisfactory information that Charles Hogg, A.A., 
1864, and Tasmanian Scholar of 1865, lias obtained a First Class, and a Prize in the 
Annnal Examination of Second-year Men at St. John's College, Cambridge. George 
Archer, A.A. of 1865, Tasmanian Scholar, 1867, has commenced residence at Christ's 
College, Cambridge. 

Andrew George Gatenby, A.A., 1865, has obtained a First Class and Prize in the 
Annual Examination of Freshmen at St. John's College, Cambridge. Frederick B. 
Sharland, A.A., 1864, King's College, Cambridge, passed the Previous Examination in 
last October term. 

We have caused the following alteration to be made in our Rules and Regulations, 
and have duly obtained the approval of the Governor in Council thereto:-

FORMER RULE. 
Art.' 19. 

The Degree of Associate of Arts shall be open 
to persons of any age; but Candidates for that 
Degree above the age of nineteen years, who may 
take honors, shall be placed in separate Class 
•Lists, and shall not be eligible for -any Scholar­
ships, Exhibitions, or Prizes that may hereafter 
be awarded under the Tasmanian Council of 
·Education and Scholarship Act . 

PRESENT RULE. 
Art. 19. 

The Degree of Associute of Arts shall be open 
to persons of any age ; but Candidates for that 
Degree above the age of nineteen years who may 
take honors, shall be placed in separate Class 
Lists, and shall not be eligible for any Prizes 
awarded by the Tasmanian Council of Education. 

.Army Com- We have forwarded a communication to the Military Secretary in England, sub-
missions. mitting that Candidates for Commissions in the Army who have obtained the Tasmanian 

A. A. Degree, may be exempted from the Literary Examination required by the Regu­
lations now in force. 

President. It is with great regret we have to report that our President, the H onorable W. E. Nairn, 
Esq., was obliged through ill health to resign, in July, the Chair which he had so ably 
:filled for a term of three years. The Right Rev. the .Bishop of Tasmania was 
unanimously elected to succeed as President. 

"\Ve are gratified by being able to state that the Tasmanian Scheme of Education bas 
been favorably thought of in New Zealand. AgreealJly to the wish of the Govern­

Appendix III. ment of that Colony. we have furnished them with a full Report of its working, a copy 
of which Report we append. 

Financial We submit a Statement of the Disbursements of the Council between the 1st 
Statement. January and the 31st December, 1868, the termination of the Financial year; together 
Appendix I & with a Supplementary Statement of payments between the 1st January and the 30th 
II. April, 1869. Our total expenditure under every head for the year 1868 is shown to have 

amounted to £1112 12s. 2d. 

C. H. TASMANIA, President. 
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_TASMANIAN COUNCIL OF EDUCATION. 

APPENDIX I. 
ABSTRA GT of ExPENDITURE from the Ist January to the 31st December, 1868, 

including Sums exhibited in Supplementary Statement of Expenditure to 30tli April, 
1868. . 

ADMINISTRATION. 
Secretary's Salary ....•...••••..••..•••••.•..•.......... 
Books and Stationery ..•••.••••••...•............•....... 
Printing and Advertising (2s. being arrears of 1867) ••.••••• 

DEGREE OF ASSOCIATE OF ARTS. 
Examiners' ·Fees-

Professor Irving ...•...•..•........•••.•.....•.......•. 
Henry Hunter, Esq. . .•••.•..••.................•.•.•. 

One Gold M~dal (Edwin Hughes, Senior Associate) .......• 
Books for Prizes ......•.........••.•.•.•.............•.• 
Incidental Charges, Attendants, &c. • •.•..••••••..•....... 

TASMANIAN SCHOLARSHIPS. 
Mr. Knight, 1 January to 31 May, 1868 ...... ; ..........•.. 
Mr. Hogg, 1 January to 31 December, 1868 ...•........•..• 
Mr. Perkins, ditto ...•....••.....•...................... 
Mr. Archer, 1 June to 31 December, 1868 .... ; .........••.. 

EXHIBITIONS TO SUPERIOR SCHOOLS. 
Edwin Hughes, Exhibitioner of 1864 .......•.....•........ 
H. B. Leach, ditto 1865 .....•..•...•...•••............... 
W. F. Barrett, ditto 1865 .•••....••••......••....••••.... 
C. R. Buckland, ditto 1866 ............•..•......•..•..•. 
S. E. Innes, ditto 1866 ...•. -. . . . . . . . . . . . .••............. 
D. E. Stewart, ditto 1867 ..........................•..•.. 
C. H. Creswell, ditto 1867 . . . . . . . . . • . . . .. • . . . • • . ......••• 
H. M. L. Pike; ditto 1868 •. ; •...•...•....•.•.•.•......•.• 
C. C. Williamson, ditto 1868 ...•...... _ •.•••............... 

Examiners' Fees :- • 
The Rev. A. Davenport ......•••..•.......••........•.. 
The Rev. F. Hudspeth •••..•.•••. , ................... . 

Incidental charges-Fuel . . . . . • • • . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . • • ....• 

£ s. 

90 0 
5 0 

5 0 
5 0 

d. £ s. d. 

60 0 0 
2 16 2 
4 10 0 

----
0 
0 

95 0 0 
10 0 0 
39. 0 0 

5 17 6 

83 6 a 
200 0 0 
200 0 0 
116 13 4 

25 0 0 
50 0 0 
50 0 0 
50 0 0 
50 0 0 
20 0 0 
20 0 0 
10 0 0 
10 0 0 

----
0 
0 

10 0 0 
0 7 6 

£ s. d. 

67 6 2 

149 17 6 

600 0 0 

2_85 0 0 

10 7 6 

£1112 11 2 
--------

GEO. RICHARDSON, SecretariJ to the Council. 
Examined-E. J. MANLEY, Coloi~ial Aud'ito1·. 

APPENDIX II. 
Supplementary Statement of DrsBURSEMENTS for the period from 1st January to 30tli 

April, 1869, inclusive. 

ADMINISTRATION. 
Secretary's Salary to 30th April .................•.•.....•...•...• 
Advertising ........•.....• ~ ...•..•..........•••••.....•.•...• : . 

EXHIBITIONS TO SUPERIOR SCHOOLS. 
"\V. F. Barrett ...•........ · .......•..... ; ...•...•..••..•..•..•.• 
S. E. Innes ...•.......•.•.•.......•.............•..•....•.•.••• 
C. R. Buckland ......•..•...........•................•....•••.. 
H. B. Leach ..................••••..•..•.••••.........••....•.• 
C. H. Cresweell .•••........•.••.•..••......•..............•..... 
D. E. Stewart ...............•........•..... , ..................• 
H. M. L: Pike ....................••.•....•.••..............•••• 
!J. C. vVilliamson. . . • . .....•••.....•..........•.••.........•••.• 

£ s. d. 
20 0 0 

0 4 6 
-----

12 10 0 
12 10 0 
12 10 0 
12 10 0 
5 0 0 
5 0 0 
5 0 0 
5 0 0 

£ s. d. 

20 4 6 

70 0 0 
----
£90 4 6 

GEO. RICHARDSON, Secretaiy to the Council. 
Examined-E. J. MANLEY, Colonial Auditor. 
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APPENDIX III. 
': Hobart Towi1; 30tlt Septembe,:, 1868. 

THi Committee of tl1e Council of Educ·ation, appointed by the Council to prepare a statement for the 
information of tlrn Government of New Zealand in reference to the working of "The Tasmanian 
Scholarship Act," have to report as follows_:-

1. The object of" The .. Scl;olarship Act" was to encournge emulation in the.Schools of the Colony, 
.-to raisP thi> standard ·of ·Educri.tion,-and to bring the youth of Tasmania into"conm•ction with the 

. Eugli~li_Univr-r,i.ties, by which ,ir.. was hoped that sound learning would be promoted, and a beneficiaJ 
influ1•nce exercis,~d on the fortunes of the Colony. . 

·2. Sonw ofth,. most iml'ortant. effects of '.'Thr. Scholarship Act" have not had time to·develope 
.'· themselves,. inasmuch as only th1'.ee of the Scholars have as yet had the opportunity of graduating It 

is, nl'VP1 th, le~-, gratifying to know thi,t the liberality of tht- State, in making this provision, has been 
highly appl,,ud,·d 1,y 1•minent ~tutesmen.and scholars both in England and 011 the Continent of Europe. 

3. The priuciple of making such an. endowment by the State was long since recognised by the 
Lrgislature of t-he C,,J,,ny, So for hack os the time of Sir John Franklin's-Government a vot11 was 
takPn for £5<HJ0 with a view 10 tlw endowment of five. Exhibitions to British ·Universities; but 
hindrauce~ aro,e to the establishment of the Collegiate School, with which they were to have been 
associated. allll the measure lapsed. 

. . 
4. Thi' Fchem,· at presr.nt in operation was originated in 1858, during the administrati.,n of l\'Ir. 

(now Sir Francis) Smith. In the c,,urse of the Parliamentary seF_sir,n of that yr•ar he drafted a Bill for 
the ,,stublisl1111ent of'8 Scbolnrship,, eal'h of the vaiue of £200 per annum, and tenable for 4 years; of 
which Scholarships two were -to be 11nnually.comp.eted for hy youths under 20 years of age, who had 

. resided for the forpg·"ing'5 yei1rs or rnort.• in the I olony. The conduct of the examination was to be in 
the hands of a Couucil of lO members ro_be nominated by the Gov<'rnor, and t1ei:ig1,atNl tlie '' Tasmanian 
Scholarship Council." Belo1 e the Bill thus drafted had beeu submitted to th<' House of Assembly, 
various alterations were sug~ested by .persons <•ngaged in tuirion or interested in the cau,e of Educntion. 
ThP most impor1a11t of rhese wa~ a· scheme for examinations to be held in irnitati"n of the local 
examinations which arP annually held. i11 Engla1,d by Examiners appointnl from Oxford and Cambridge. 
This sugge,tion was adoptnl. Provision was made in the Act for the ho:di1,g of such examinations· for 
boys under the age , ,f 19, and for oonforring the Degree·of'-'Asrnciate of Arts (:A.A.)' on those who passed a 
sati,factory ex,•mim,tion. It was al,o provided th;,t no youth should be admis~il,le to the competition 
for a 'l'as11111nia11 S('holarship un_til he had taken tlw Degree of A.A .. As the 01wrations of the Scholar­
sl1ip Counr:il WPre thus ,,n]a1·g-erl, thP name was aJt .. rPd. Jo that c,f "The Tasmanian Council of 
Education,". nnd th,, uumber of members was incri-ased to 15. The Act was passed in the session of 
1858, an,1 co1,stituted the Cou1,cil of .Education a c"rporate bot.ly. . · 

5. Early in 19:,9 the Council of Education commenced.its operations, and proceeded to make bye­
laws for the conduct of its proceedings. and . to arrt,nge .the sclipni,• of work lor the examinntions to be 
held undt:r its autliority. In accordunce with thr. Act nf its constitutiou, the first examination for the 
Dl'g1ee of A.A. was fixed fur 18Ci0, and tbe first examination for the :5chPlarships for 1861. 

6. MeanwhilP, in the Purlimnentnry Session of 1859, a measure was passed which has had a most 
important inthu.,nce on tl,e Educational arrangPments of Tasmania. Tb .. comnioto Schools of the (;olony 
lrnn• bee11 for many yeurs under the manugrme1,t of II I ody called the Board of Educution. It was 
decider! by a vote of the I.Pgislature that the Bourd of Edu1·11tion should have the privilege of bestowing, 
aunually, Exhibitions to the amount of £100 on thP. most deservmg pupils .,f rhc common schouls; 
the,e _l·,xbibit,ous 10 be tenable for 4 years at such Superior Schools as the Board should 111iprove. A 
similar privilPg<• was awarded to the c .. uncil of Edur:ntion. The Board ot Education have been in the 
habit from. that tinw onwards of ~c•nding to the Superior Schools aunuully 6 of the best and 'lble,t pupils 
of the Common Schools. Mranwhile the Council of Education dPcidt'd on hest,,wing a1111uall,, by 
meaus of the m"ney pl,1ced at its di~posal, 2 Exhibitions of £50. 1•11ch on lioys under 14, who liud not 
bPen during tb1~ previous six mouths at any School und1~r the Board of Edul'ation. The object of this 
lasr limitation was pa1-tly to .11take the~e Exhihiti,,ns an ol~jPct of further emulation to those who bad 

· suceeerled in obtaining the Exhibitious besto\\ed by th<' Board, anti !•nrtly t" <'ncourng,· the Superior 
Schools and the P, ivate Schools of the Colony t'o SP!ld in thr.ir pupils a., competitors. The first 
examination that was held under tl1e a11thority of the Council of £ducal ion was an, x-,minariou for two 
of these ,,aJuable exhibitions. It was l11•ld in Ju11P IS<i0, and, acl1 year ~ince then there hns bee11 an 
examinatio11 held in the same mo111h; aud :,. Exhibitions have b,,,.11 awarded· to the best 2 of the 
candidates who have succeeded in attaining the sta11dard of marks fixed by the Council. 

7. In September, 1860, the first examination for the DPgree of A.A. -was held. It was conducted 
by Profes;;or Irving of the Melbourn!' University, a,sisted by 01 he1· competent Examiners. The subjects 
of examination, the standard of marks requisite _lor m•·rely 1,assing. a11d for passing with honor, bad 
bee1, assimilated, as far as possible, to the schPllll'S of the Oxford and Cambridge Local Examinati .. ns. 
Each succrssivP year Profosso1· IrviJJg has taken tl,e principal ;;hare in the Pxarninations. assisted some­
times by Exami,,ers from Melbour1,e. and ~ometi'ines by Graduates of the English liniversitie> resident 
in Tasmania. The nature of the !)Xamination, will. be. se, n from the Pxamination papers whil-h I he 
Secretary is instructed to ~end _with this Report, whilP .the avernge number of morks obtaineu, of 
d<'grees conti:rred, and of C!)ndidates rejected, will be ~een_ from other documeuts which he h .. s. l,een 
directed 10 fur11ish. . . 

8. In September, 186~,: the s·econd exa:mination for. the. A A. D,•grPe was f,.JJowed b.r tlw first 
ex, mi1111tion for the T11smaninn Stholar.hips. Two youth-, Hope and Garrett, who had attaini,d a. 
First Class iu tlw A.A. Degree of the preceding year, we1 e. c_:audidat<'S for these prizes; but though Loth 
pass, d ·a very creditablP examination. they did not suceeecl in re11cl1i11g tlw very high standard .,f marks 
which the Council had fixpd as the nrcessary q11. lificarion !or ;;uccess. 1 t 11 as felt that such a prize 
ougl,t 1,ot 10 be bestowt'd except up,,n candidai.•s wh" sho11lrl pass such 1m examination as might pr,,ve 
them qualified to take·a good JJOSition in an English U1,iv, rsity. ln the examination for Scholarships 
in lt:H:i2 both tlwse candidates were su!'ce~,ful, and I rocet•rled 10 En!!:and at the b"ginning of the following 
year, .one going to Oxford the other to Cambridge. '!'his is the only occasion as yet 011 wl,ich two 
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Scholarships have been awarded in one year. In 1863' the Scholarship was obtained by W. Knight, 
who had headed the list of the A.A. Degree in' 1861. He proceeded to Trinity College, Cambridge. 
In 1864 there was no candidate for the Scholarship, and consequently no examination for it. In 1865 
one Scholarship was awarded. It was obtained by C. Hogg, who had headed the list of Ass!)ciates in 
the previous year. He is the only one who has as yet succeeded in qualifying himself for the Scholar­
ship within one year after taking the A.A. Degree. He proceeded to St. John's _College, Cambridge. 
In 1866 the only Scholarship awarded was obtained by H. A. Perkins, who had taken a 1st Class in the 
A.A. list of 1864. He has proceeded to the University of Edinburgh. Last year, 1867, 11gain there 
was only one successful candidate, G. Archer, A.A. of 1865. He has JJroceeded to Cambridge. And 
in the examination just concluded for the pre,,ent year, one Scholarship only has been awarded. The 
successful competitor is Manasseh Fearnley, who headed the Degree list of 1866. 

9. Ifit should seem that, coi1sidering the splendour of the prizes proposed, the competition is 
somewhat meagre, it must be borne in mind that the very high standard fixed for the attainment of a 
Scholarship makes it useless for any to try except youths of great ability and attainments. Several 
who ha~e taken the A.A. Degree liave continued their studies with a view to the Scholarship, but have 
ultimately withdrawn from the competition. Of these some have proceeded to -English Universities. 
The real importance of'' The Scholarship Act" is not to be seen by regarding· it solely or even mainly 
in relation to the scholars themselves, but rather by regarding the immense stimulus which it bas given 
to the cause of sound education during the years that it has been in operation. It will be seen that the 
Scholarships are the climax of a system whose effects extend to all primary schools throughout the 
Island. Any boy at a Government School may hope to obtain an Exhibition which shall enable him 
to afford the expense of studying in one of' the Superior Grammar Schools; (viz. the High School and the 
Hutchins School in Hobart Town, the Church.Grammar School at Launceston, or the Horton College 
at Ross). He may then in another year hope to be a successful competitor for one of the more 
valuable Exhibitions conferred by the Council of Education. These latter are tenable ior 4 years; and 
thus if the boy take the A. A. Degree when he is 16, his Exhibition will pay the expenses of his school 
studies till he may reasonably hope to compete for a Tasmanian Scholarship with a fair prospect of 
success.* Hogg and Perkins were both Exhibiti_oners under the Council of Education nearly up to 
the time of obtaining their Scholarships. Nor is this merely a hypothetical result of' the system in force; 
it is the fact that, in the Primary Schools, boys are carefully prepared for the Exhibitions; that, in the 
Private Schools and Grammar Schools, the work of the junior pupils is arranged according to the 
scheme put forth by the Council of Education for its Exhibitions ; and that not only do many boys 
under 14 years of age every year attain the standard of marks which would entitle them to an Exhibi­
tion were there more than two conferred, but these boys, by their example, and the emulation they 
create in their respective schools, are the means of carrying on the junior classes to a point of attainment 
which the senior classes of the various schools scarcely reached before the present system of examination 
was established. 'l'hen, again, the work of the head class of each of the principal schools is arranged 
accordi1:g to the scheme put forth by the Council of Education for the A.A. Degree,-as, in Melbourne 
and Sydney, the schcqls prepare their head classes for the Matriculatio11 Examination of the Universities 
of those Colonies. But inasmuch as the examination f'o'° the A.A. Degree requires -higher classical 
and mathematical attainments than the Matriculation Examinations of those Universities, tlrnre is reason 
to believe that the head classes of the Grammar Schools of Tasmania reach a higher point of scholarship 
than those of the leading, schools of the neighbouring Colonies. The work for the Scholarships, 
requiring as it generally does two years' hard study after the A.A. Degree, is rather of an University 
than of a school character, and may be considered as on a par with the first year course and part of the 
second year course of most of the Colleges of Cambridge. 

10. The Council of Education would wish to draw particular attention to that part of their system 
which relates to the Degree of Associate of Arts. But for the inkoduction of this scheme into the 
Scholarship Act, it is hardly too much to say that the latter would almost certainly have remained a 
dead letter. To those who have entered for the Tasmanian Scholarship it has served as a trial of strength 
before commencinl? a course of study which would have disheartened by its length and severity any 
who had not gained confidence through success in the previous A.A. Examination. It is also of immense 
value in itself; apart from its effects in reference to the Scholarship, as giving a standard for the Grammar 
Schools to work up to, and as sending forth into the community every year a number of young men 
well grounded in those subjects which form the basis of a liberal education. The Legal profession 
in the Colony have recognised it as an equivalent for the literary portion of the examination which 
they require of the young men admitted to practise at t::ie Colonial Bar; and the General Council of 
Medical Education of the United Kingdom, and the Royal CullPge of Surgeons, have given to our 
Degree the same privileges as to those of the English and some other Universities,-that, namely, of 
exempting such as have obtained it from the necessity of passing an examination in Latin and Mathematics 
before admission to the Medical Profession. 

11. In order to illustrate the practical working of the Educational System of Tasmania, the Com­
mittee send with this Report Returns exhibiting the results of the several Examinations which have been 
held under the Council's directions since the pas~ing of the Act, and likewise of the Examinations 
conducted under the authority of the Board of Education. -

By Order of the Council, 
R. D. HARRIS, M.A .. 
AUTHUR DAVENPORT, B.A. 
HENRY BUTLER. 

• It must, however, be mentioned that the Legislature have lately seen fit to reduce the value of these latte1· 
Exhibitions to £20. 

JA!llES BARNARD, 
GOVERNMENT PRI:o;'lER, 1'.A.SMANIA, 

, 


