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Srn, 
Chief Secretary's Office, Hobart, 3lst_Jariuary, 1~83. 

I have the honor to forward herewith a Royal Commission, which has been .issued by His 
Excellen~y the Governor for the purpose of enquiring into the existing syst~ms of Public Educati~n · 
in Tasmania and the neighbouri1:i'g Colonies, and the manner in which provis1on for the_ same is made, .. 
and to ofI:er su·ch suggestions thereon as may to·them appear calculated to secure increased advantages 
to th~ P_ublic of Tasmania in the matter of Education; and appointing your~-elf, William Henry· 
Davies Ar~her, Esquire, M.H.A., the Honorable Charles·Hamilton Bromby, Bolton Stafford-Bird, 
Esquire, M-.H.A'., the Reverend -Richard Deodatus Poulett-Harris, and the Reverend James Scott. 
as Members. 

I have to request that you will be good enough to convene a meeting of the Commissi~n at as 
early a date as may be convenient to the Me~bers. 

.,I', 

E. N. C. BRADDON,-Esquire, M:H.A., 
Treglith, -River Fo_rth. 

. · I have the honor ·to he, 
Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

·WM:¥OORE.· 

( . 



( Seal of the Colony.) 

GREETING: 

VI 

VICTORIA, by tlte Grace of God of the United Kingdom ef Great 
Britain and Ireland Queen, Defende1· of tlte Faith. 

To Our trusty·and well-beloved WILLIAM HENRY DAVIES ARCHER, Esquire, Member 
of the House of Assembly, the Honorable CHARLES HAMILTON BRoMBY, BOLTON 
STAFFORD BrnD, E_squire, Member of the House of Assembly, EDWARD NrcnoLAS 
CovENTRY BRADDON, Esquire, Member of the House of Assembly, the Reverend 
RICHARD DEODATUS PouLETT-HARRIS~ and the Reverend JAMES ScoTT. 

WHEREAS We have thought it expedient to enquire into the existirig systems of Public Education in 
Tasmania and the neighboming Colonies, and the manner in which provision for the same is made, and to 
offer such suggestions thereon as may to Our· Commissioners herein named appe::ir calculated to secure 
increased advantages to the Public of Tasmania in the matter of Education: RNow YE that We, reposing 
great trust and confidenee in your fidelity, discretion, and integrity, have authorised and appointed, and by 
these presen_ts do authorise and appoint you the said William Henry Davies Archer, the Honorable Charles 
Hamilton Bromby, Bolton Stafford Bird, Edward Nicholas Coventry Braddon, the Reverend Richard 
Deodatus Poulett-Harris, and the Reverend J a_mes Scott to make diligent enquiry into the existing systems 
of Public Education in 'rasmania and the neighbouring Colonies, an,d the mnnner in which provision for 
the s_all)e is made, and to offer such suggestion~ there.on as may to you appear calculated to secure increased 
advantages to the public of Tasmania in the matter of Ec.lucation as aforesaid: AND for the better di~covery 
of the truth in the premises·WE DO by these presents give and grant unto you, or any one or- more of you, 
full power and authority to call before you all such persons as you shall judge necessary _by whom you may 
obtain information in the premises : AND Our further will and pleasme is that you, or any one or more of 
you, shall reduce intq writing under your hands what you shall discover in the premises, and do and shall, 
on or before the first day of June next, ce1~tify unto. D s in Our Executive _Council in J'asmanin, in writing 
und.er .yoLir hands respectively, your several proc~edings by force of these presents, together with what yoµ 
shall find touching or concerning the premises upon such enquiry as aforesaid: AND ·we- further will and 
command and by these premises ordain that this Our Commission shall continue in full force aIJcJ.. yirtue, 
and that you Our said Commissioners, or any one or more of you, shall and rriay from time to time proceed 
in. the execution hereof and of any matter or thing herein contaiped althoµgh the same be not continued 
from time to time by adjournment: A:-rn We do hereby command all and singular Our loving subjects 
whomsoever within Our said Colony of Tasmania that they be assistant to you-in th0 execution of these 
presents. IN TESTIMONY whereof We have caused these Our Letters to be made Patent, and the Public 
Seal o"f Our Colony of Tasmania and its Dependencies to be hereunto affixed. 

WITNESS Our trusty and· well-beloved Sm GEORGE CuMurn STRAHAN, Knight 
Commander of the Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael ancl Saint 
Georg-e, Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over the Colony of Tasmania 
and its Dependencies, at Hobart, in Our said Colony, this thirtieth day of January, 
in the forty-sixth year of Our Reign. 

GEO. C. STRAH-AN. 
By His Excellency's Command, 

WM. MooRE, Chief Secretai-y. 

(Seal of the Colony.) 

WE will and command that the within written Commission shall continue in full force and virtue 
until the second day of J nly next, anything in the ~aid Commission contained to the contrary notwith
standing. IN TES'l'IllIONY whereof I have caused the Public Seal of the Colony of Tas:rmnia and its 
Dependencies to be hereunto affixed. 

Dated the twenty-eighth day of May, one thousand eight hundred and eighty-three. 

GEO. C. STRAHAN . 
. By His Excellency's Command, 

WM. MooRE, Chiqf Seci-etai·y. 

·( Seal of the Colony.) 

WE will and command that the within written Commission shall continue in full force and virt11c 
until the ninth day of July next, anything in the said Commission contained• to the contrary notwith

,stanc.ling. IN TESTIMONY whereof V/e have caused the Public Seal of the Colony of Tasmania and its 
Dependencies t_o be hereunto affixed. 

Dated the sixth day of July, one thousand eight hundreu"and eighty-three. 
GEO. C. STRAHAN . 

..By His Excellency's Command, 

WM. MooRH, Chi~f' Secretai-y. 
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Speaker's Room, House of Assembly, Hobart, 9th July, 1883. 

SIR, ' 
ON behalf of the Members of the Royal Commission appointed by Your Excellency" to make 

diligent enquiry into the existing systems of Public Education in Tasmania and the neighbouring 
Colonies, and the manner in which provision for the same is made, and to offer such suggestions as 
may to them appear calculated to secure increased advantages to the Public of 'Tasmania in the 
matter of Education," I have the honor to transmit herewith their Report: the Minutes, Evidence, 
and Appendices relating thereto will be forwarded as soon as they are printed. 

His Excellency the Govern01·. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

E. N. C. BRADDON, 
Chairman Royal Commission on Education. 



IX 

REP O R .T. 

To His Excellency Srn GEORGE CuMINE STRAHAN, Knigltt Command.er of 
the. Mo.~t Di.;tingitished Order of Saint Micha'll and Saint George, 
Governor and Commander-in-Chief' in and over the Co"ldny ef Tasmania 
ana its Dependencws. · 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY, 

WE, as Members of the Royal Commission appointed by Your Excellency "to make 
diligent e~quiry into the existing System of Public Education in Tasmania and the 
neighbouring Colonies, and the manner in which provision for ·the same is made, and to 
offer such suggestions thereon as may to us appear calculated to secure increased advan
tages to the Public of Tasmania in the matter of Education," beg to submit the followJ.ng 
Report. 

2. It is with much regret that, at the outset, we have to point out how it is due . Preliminary and 

to a cause beyond our control, and for which we are not responsible, that we have been explanatory remarks. 

unable to comply fully and completely with these directions. There might have been, in 
any case, a failure upon our part to employ to their fullest use the mate1fals necessary to 
our enquiry. To the adverse criticism arising out of such· failure we should have held 
ourselves wholly and solely liable. But we may justly complain of that action of the 
Government which withheld necessary material from us; and, in exercising our undoubted 
right of protesting in our own defence, it may be permissible to us to say that, in our opinion, 
the action of the Government in restricting our field of enquiry was an in~erference with 
our functions whic?, could not but impair the value of our work. 

3. By the terms of the Commission which empowered us to act, we were directed to 
extend our enquiry diligently into the neighbouring Colonies ; and the unanimous opinion 
of the Members of the Commission was that these instructions evidently pointed to, and 
certainly necessitated, personal enquiry upon the spot by one or inore of the Commis
sioners. That such a line of action was indicated seemed apparent from the absence of 
any mention of distant countries that it would have been impossible for us to visit. 
Valuable for purposes of-comparison and guidance as would be any information concerning 
the ~ystems of Education in force in Europe and Ameri~a,-indispensable as it was that in 
the course of our deliberations we should consider those systems,-our instructions to 
~mquire into Educational systems referred only to those Colonies which are readily 
.accessible, and which might have been visited within the period allowed for our labours. · 

4. As to the necessity of such personal enquiry there seemed no question. If in 
conducting an_ investigation into the Tasmanian system, with which we were more or less 
pra'.ctically familiar, ancl as to which a Parliamentary Select Committee collected much 
evidence last year, it was necessary to examine witnesses, how much more indispensable 
was such a procedure in the instance of those other colonial systems of which we had had 
no practical experience, and of whose actual results, successes, and. failures we had· only 
,derived partial knowledge, from cursory reading and unauthenticated information ! 

5. Had a Victorian Commission been directed to enquire into the Tasmanian system 
and its working, what but the most imperfect re.:ults. could have been obtained from the 
evidence of our Education Act, Regulations, and Reports ! Abstract theories only could 
have been wrought out of such material :• nothing would have been learned of the -~ants 
and feelings of the people affected by or interested in the system. No concrete notion 
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-could have been arrived at as to the points wherein that system had proved sl).ccessful or 
defective. Little of any practical utility could have been the outcome of the closest study 
directed in that manner, whether as example to be followed or warning to avoid. 

6. When England bestirred herself in respect of Public Education, it was deemed 
advisable to depute Mr. Matthew Arnold. to enquire into the Educational systems of 
France, Holland, and Switzerl~nd. Prior to tl1at by many years M. Cuvier had, on the 
part of France, visited Holland ti.pon the. same Il).ission : and within the last three months 
France has sent forth another Educationist to investigate the German system. Even in 
Europe, . where information, through Blue Books and public records, is so much more 
popious than in these newer Countries, personal enquiry upon the spot was felt to be 
indispensable ; and Cuvier's observations of an earlier period did not, in the·case of Arnold, 
preclude the necessity of a renewed enquiry on the same lines, or satisfy the French 
Educational autliorities of to-day. How much more ·essential was such personal obser
vation in regard to our enquiry into Australasian systems of Education ! 

7. It was of particular moment that we should see for ourselves, as far as possible, 
t1ie practical results of certain radical changes recently effected in the adjoining Colonies;
e.g., New South Wales had by her Education Act of April, 1880, _anticipated two of' 
the most important recommendations of the Tasmanian Select Committee of 1882,-(1.) 
The transfer of central control from a Council ( or Board) of Education to a responsible 
Minister ; and (2.) The substitution of District Boards for Local School Boards. It was 
eminently desirable that we should learn how far these ,novel features of the N e~v South 
Wales system had borne the practical test of three .years' experience. It was impossible 
to glean even the most meagre information upon these points from the Reports of 1880, 
1881, ,or any other of the educational records of New South Wales in our possession. 

~And the most simple and only effective manner of acquiring the necessary knowledge 
seemed _to us that of personally visiting New South Wales. 

8. Believing that we had warrant for this opinion in the terms of the Commission,-:
seeing,, also, that. full confidence in our discretion and integrity was therein expressed,-it 
was without any doubt as to the result that we applied for means to carry out our intention 
of visiting the neighboui;ing Colonies. Great, therefore, were our -surprise and regret 
"•hen the Government, in reply, informed us that the step we proposed had never been 
contemplated : and very considerable was our dissatisfaction when, having fully explained 
our position and asked for reconsideration of our request, we were told that the Govern
ment adhered. to their original determination. 

9. Reluctantly, then, we accepted the responsibility of proceeding with an enquiry 
under conditions which closed to us important sources of information. We had already 
,!!,dvanced too· far in the matte1: to resign the task committed to us. Whatever the view or 
inte.ntion of the Government might be, we felt too deeply the necessity for sorrie practical 
issue to sacrifice the opportunity afforded by the Commission. We therefore persevered 

· t~ the en'd, availing ourselves of all attainable evidence and information that appeared 
serviceable ; and we now submit a Report which, if it be not based upon data as c<;>mplete 
as. we liad wished, is the product of an enqui,ry as full as the _time and funds at our 
:disposal would .admit of. 

10. In our enquiry into the condition of Education in Tasmania we have included
(1.) All exii?ting institutions which, as being in some degree supported by the State, directly 
concern the taxpayers of the Colony; and (2.) All Institutions which it may prove desiz;_ 
able to bring under State_ control as portions of a National System of Education. 
The first class includes our Public Primary Schools, certain aided Refuges, om•·Educa
tional Prizes (Exhibitions and Scholarships), and that Council through whose agency the 

· Educational Prizes are awarded ; and in which we possess, for the time bei~g, our substi
· tute for a University. Within the scope of the second class conic Reformatories, School~ 
of Agriculture and Mines, Libraries, &c. In pursuance of our enquiry we have personally 
inspected several Public Schools, and have collected a mass of information and evidence 
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that we think fairly and folly_ 1:epresents every shade of public opinion. ;For facility of 
refei"ence we have tabulated-in their more salient features .the various systems of Public 
Education. prevailing in the Australasian Colonies and other Countries ( Appendix 18) ,; 

· Educational Statistics of Australasian Colonies (Appendix 19); and in Appendices 20, 
21, and 22 we give synopses of the written replies to questions put to Teachers of Public 
Schools, Local School Boards, masters of Superior Schools, arid others interested in 
education. 

11. And ~lthough we shall conclude our Report by recommending many and 
sweeping changes in the educational system of Tasmania ; although the educational 
force~ of tl1e Colony have, i~ our op~nion, outgrown the machinery that directs them ;
we cannot dismiss the past without warm and genuine acknowiedgment of the con
siderable advantages which that period has bestowed upon Tasmania by primary teaching 
_of the masses and encouragement of superior education. And while cordially admitting 
this of the system,as it is and has. been, we cannot overlook the claims to public gratitude 
of the Hon. H. Butler, by whose able, upright, and gratuitous services that system has 
been so long administered. 

12. The early history of Tasmanian education is given at some length in the Report 
of the Royal Commission on Education, 1867. We may here briefly 1;ecapitulate this. 
Prior to 1853 public education was conducted in a small way on the penny-a-day system: 
the central control being vested in the Governor in Council_,. and the adminisfration 
mainly in an Inspector of Schools. In 1853 the necessity of improvement was forced 
upon the attention of the Legislative Council by a Report of the Inspector, wherein was 
recommended vast extension of the school system in quantity, and reformation in quality 
of teaching ; and a Board of travelling Inspectors was appointed (Archdeacon Davies, 
Rev. Dr. Lillie, Rev. W. Hall, and Mr. Inspector Arnold.) 

13. The first result of this action :was a Draft Bill s'ubmi_tted to the Legislative 
Council : but this Bill was allowed to . drop, and a Select Committee on Public 
Education was appointed (Sir· R. Dry,_the Attorney-General, Colonial Secretary, Mr. 
Anstey, Mr. Gleadow, Colonial Treasurer, Mr. Leake, Mr. Chapman, Mr. Nutt, Mr. 
'Y alker, and Captain Clar~e ). · · 

14. The recommendations of this Committee were as follows :-

1. That the charge for Public Education be met out of General Revenue 
rather than by local rate. 

2. That the ·penny-a-day-system, denounced by the Board of Inspection, be 
abolished: 

3. That the Denominational system recommended by the Board of Inspection 
for Hobart and Launceston be not adopted. 

4. That control of the Educational System be entrusted to a Central Board con
sisting of Members of the Executive Council and Legi~lative Councii, 
who should be empowel'etl to regulate fees and classify Teachers: such 
Board being assisted by an Inspector, who should be Secretary al~o. 

15. In accordance with the recommendations of this· Select Committee, Mem hers of 
the Ex_ecutive and Legislative Councils foi· the time being were ·constituted a Central 
Board of Education by Government Notice No. 140 of 31st October, 1853, wherein it 

was explained that "the object of the Government in appointing the Board is to establish 
a system under which the benefits of a sound education may be ensured to those classes 
who have it not in their power to combine to provide adequate instruction for their 
-0hildren." 

16. The Legislative Council voted for the educational service of 1854 ( exclusive of 
establishment), £9415, and the new system commenced with 50 schools, 2734 registered· 
pupils, 2024 average atte11dance; "hich had grown in. 1865 to 102 schools, 5357 
registered pupils, 4076 average attendance ; and increased by 1882 to 181 schools, 9302 
1·egistered pupils ; average attendance, 6711. 

History of State 
Education in 
Ta.srnania. 

.. , 
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17·. In 1867 a Royal Commission (Mr. Innes, Mr. Kennerley, Mr. P. 0. Fysh, 
· Mr. Gleadow,-Dr. Butler, and Mr. Sheehy) was appointed "to consider, enquire into, 

and report upon the pre!Jent system of Public Education in this Colony, and the best 
mode of reducing the Government expenditure under that head, and at the same time 
of securing the greatest amount of benefit from the advantages placed at the disposal of 
the community" for educational purposes." 

18. That Commission llad a more difficult task than was committed to us, inasmuch 
as it was required to report upon the best mode.of-reducing the State expenditure upon 
education when no _mode of effecting· such retrenchment presei-ited itself. -But the able 
Report of the Commissioners of 1867 clearly demonstrated that reduction of the State 
outlay upon public schools was .impracticable unless with the most objectionable conse
quences ; and out of the recommendations of the Royal Commission of 1867 resulted 
the system which is· now in operation. Those recommendations were as follows:-

,, That the system of Public School Education be provided for by legal enactment ; 
the Bill to be submitted to Parliament for _that purpose leaving the following proposals to 
its decision :-

" I. The compulsory education of neglected children,-where the parents are in a 
situation to defray the expense~ at tlteir cost; where they are not, at that of the State. 

"2. Providing that licences or certificates of different grades should be required from 
Teachers, and disqualifying uncertificated persons from prosecuting that calling. Also, 
that school-hou~es be licensed. 

"3. The appointment of a central authority in connection with schools, and with 
defined powers. 

" 4. The appointment of local authorities. 

" 5. Also of Inspectors. 

"6. Providing for Education by a fixed grant instead of an annual vote, and the 
objects and the conditions of its outlay. 

"7. Securing reserves in various parts of the Island for school-houses and teachers' 
dwellings, &c. 

"Pending legislation, and apart from it,-

" I. That, in the attempt to extend educational provision as widely as possible, due 
care be taken not to lower the standard of qualification on the part of teachers, or of 

· instruction in the schools. 

"2. With a view to meeting the requirements of Rural Districts (where tlie fixed 
·stipends of teachers are necessai·ily their principal dependence), the expenditure in 
pop"ulous localities (where school fees are considerable) should be gradually diminished; 
and that the amount thus saved be applied so as to provide an adequate remuneration to 
competent teachers in the country. Also, that a reductiori of one school, or if practicable 
two, in Hobart Town be immediately effected. . . 

"3. That Local Boards be appointed for the admission of childrenfi·ee whose parents 
are not able to contribute towards the education of their children, and for fixing the 
amount to be paid by parents who cannot pay a maximum fee of one shilling. 

"4. That the present Inspector of Schoois and the Secretary to the Board of 
Education be relieved from any office duties but such us are incidental to the discliaro-e of 

. t:, 

the duties of Inspection, and that both be employed continuously in visiti_ng the Public 
Schools. · 

" 5. 'l'hat ~o reduction be made in the amount estimated by the Board of Education 
and inserted in the Estimates for 1868 (£ll,000) as necessary for the service of the 

· ensuing year, unless a~ the ·result of such systematic changes as Parliament may deem 
advisable. 

"6. Although the Ragged Schools are not,· strictly speaking, comprehended in the 
terms. of our Commission, we desire to add ·a recommendation tliat they should be 
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. inspected from time to #me by the Inspectors of Schools, and the reports forwarded to 

the managers of those Institutions." 

19. During the 16 years that l1ave elapsed since the Royal Commission of 1867 Primary Education a 

d d h · · · · d · f I l b fi · 11 . d State duty. con ucte t eir rnqmry, primary e ucat10n o tie masses 1as ecome more u y recogmze 
as an obligation of the State, and compulsory _measures more generally accepted as 
necessary adjuncts of a State educational system. Writing in 1867, the Tasmanian Com
missioners said : '' The admissibility of legal compulsion as. a principle in public education, 
and its expediency in practice, are by no means settled questions among educationists, and 
we do not profess to have arrived at a unanimous and thoroughly accordant conclusion in 
respect to 'them." There was no doubt in their minds as to the State's responsibility for 
the primary instruction of the masses,-they agreed that this was a duty necessarily 
imposed upon a civilised State; they differed only when the question arose of arming the 
State with the powers necessary to the performance of its function. 

20. But in the process of time, and by the light of experience, the views of compulsory. 

educationists have undergone considerable changes, and educational systems have been 
remodelled to meet more recent opinions. In his Report of 1859 upon the French system, 
Mr. M. Arnold gave it as the view of the majority of Frenchmen that the obstacles to 
compulsoi·y education in France were insuperable. "Perhaps," said Arnold, "for a 
Government to be able to force its people to school, that people must either be generally 
well-off, as in America ; or placid and docile, as in Germany; or ardently desirous of 
knowledge, as in Greece. But the masses in .France, like the masses in.England, are by 
no means well-off, are stirring and self-willed, are not the least in the world bookisl1." 
Thus wrote Arnold in 1859 : and yet France, by her law of 1882, has come to adopt that 
compulsory system ~hich England had patiently accepted for some years, and which, at 
this time, is recognised by the Statutes of Canada and all the Australasian Colonies. The 
histoq of the compulsory clause in the Canadian law indicates the vigorous growth of 
popular feeling in this respect. At first attendance at the Canadian public schools was 
not enforced by law ; but when experience taught the necessity of compulsion, requests 
poured in upon the department from local bodies, and when the demand was practically 

. unanimous a compulsory clause was enacted. The absence of a compulsory clause from 
the education laws of the States of America is doubtless one of the two main causes of the 
partial failure of American public education. 

21. In the evidence before us there is per.feet unanimity as to the two fundamental Free. 

principles-(1) that it is the duty of the State to provide for primary education ; and (2) 
that it is not an undue interference with the liberty of the people to make education com
pulso1;y. But there is in this evidence so strong an expression of doubt as to the 
desirability of making public education free to all, that an additional reason presents itself 
for considering the economic effects of public education and the arguments which justify a 
national and compulsory system. In any ca_se this would have been necessary for the 
pmpose of showing how the taxpayers derive a large balance of profit from a national 
undertaking which already involves a ·considerable charge upon the public resources, and 

-vihich must become, year by year, a heavier burden to the Colony as population increases 
and improved efficiency is bought by wisely increased expenditure. 

. 22. Turning again to Arnold as our authority, we quote . this passage : "For a Economic effect of 

certain part of its education the English people is sufficient to itself. But there Education. 

are some 'things which, neither in England, no~· in _any other country, can ·the mass of the 
people have by nature, and these things Governments can give it. They can give it 
those simple but invaluable and humanising acquirements without which the finest race in 
the world is but a race of splendid barbarians. Above, all, Governments in giving these 
may at the .same time educate a people's reason, a people's equity. These are ·not the 
qualities which the masses develop for themselves. Obstinate resistance to oppression, 
omnipotent ind·ustry, heroic valour-all these may come from below upwards; but un
prejmliced intelligence,-but equitable moderation,-never." 
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23. This eloquent passage deals with the theoretical aspect of the question. Let us 
quote two portions of the opening address of the President of the Economic Science and 
Statistics Section of the British Association in 1862 ( cited by the Royal Commission of 
1867) :-

" Considering a· child to be for our economical purposes an in vestment, the 
elementary training and education are necessary to increase the efficiency and productive
ness of the capital employed'. I have been at much pains on this point to ascertain from 
employers the comparative efficiency and value of eµucated and uneducated labourers, and 
I find one conclusion unanimously agreed to on the subjeqt by all intelligent witnesses of 
wide experience and observati_on : that education, even in its present rude, and in many 
respects objectionable, elei:nentary condition, is Mghly 1·emuneratii,e.. _Employers who 
have been at the expense of schoois on high religious and social grounds concur in saying 
that success is great on the lower and ~conomical ground. In agriculture intelligent 
work-masters are aware of the wide difference in result and value between educated and 
uneducated, . intelligent and unintelligent labour, in the old and ordinary processes. But 
the expense of ignoi-ance is the greatest in the obstructions which it presents to the intro
duction of machines by which· wages are augmented wl1ile labour is saved. Whercsoever 
machinery is introd~ced increased education and intelligence are proved to be necessary 
for the_ p·roduction of its best effect. I ,have been assured by experienced mechanicians 
that, notwithstanding the progress of machinery in agriculture, there is probably as much 
sound practical labour-saving invention and machinery.unused as there is used, and that 
is unused solely in consequence of the ignorance and incompetence of the work-people. 

"Treating each child as an investment of capital to be applied in honest industry, 
it is a total loss if he fail from moral default. If he turn mendicant_, pauper, or thief, he 
will still levy a maintenance upon the public ; as a thief most wastefully by spoil, as a 
criminal in prison or in convict establishments he will be kept unproductively, generally 
~t double the expense of maintaining a pauper. The instu·ance table would give him from 
the tenth year the chances of forty years of life and waste, and the waste would be under
estimated at the keep of a pauper, or a total loss of £480 in every case of failure. As a 

. matter of fact, coming within my ·own personal investigations under the Poor Law Com
mission of Inquiry, not above one-third of the children reared in the old pai·ish work
houses wtth adult paupers, after leaving the work-houses could be traced into respectable 
service in self-supporting conditions; and where the old educational conditions arc permitted 
to continue there is a total loss of two out of every three investments. By an increase of 
expenditure for an improved teaching power-by trained t~achers in many of the Unions
these los~cs have been considerably diminished ; but in the schools for Districts of Unions 
in which the children are kept free from the influence of adult paupers,-wherc a higher 
order of educational power is employed, though at a reduced rate of expenditure,-where 
there is physical t1:aining with the military drill, and sometimes the navy drill,-thcrc ·the 
moral features of able-bodied children-the failures to the extent of disqualification for 
respectable employment-are reduced to within 2 per cent. of insmance charge upon the 
investment as against a previous rate of 60 per cent. of failures." 

24. That ,improvement in the efficiency of labour must naturally attend improved 
intelligence of the iabourer seems too self-evident a proposition to require discussion ; nor 
can it be necessary to show how elevation of the effectiveness oflabour is inseparable from 
enhancement of the national wealth, or how pauperism is the _not improbable consum
mation of ineffective labour. But the CO!]-trolling influence of education as a preventive 
of crime is, to some minds. at least, a debatable question, and as to this we deem it 
advisable to advance such argi1ment and evidence as may justify the opinion we hold. 

25: Alison, in his History of Europe, pronounces the doctrine that education in. a 
large sense tends to prevent crime, a fallacy. Herbert Spencer, in his Social Statics, and 
Buckle, in his History of Civilization, agree "that the criminal statistics of a country for 
a series of years show that the amount of crime is a constant quantity, proportionate to 
the number of people, and apparently unaffected by educational or moral influence." 
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26. Now, even if we tested these 'opinions by the facts of a time antecedent to that 

in which .State Education of the masses became a generally admit~ed necessity, evidence 
is forthcominD" to refute them. We will quote an authority who describes the direct effect 

. ' 0 ' 

of education nearly a century arid a half ago. In l 738 the Brethren of the Christian 
Schools of the Faubourg St. Antoine had established 17 schools in that quarter of Paris. 
The Chief of the Paris Police declared that the police of the quarter cost, since the 

~stablishment of those schools, 30,000£ (£1200) less than it cost before. 

· 27. But let us turn to recent evidence. The latest statistics of Baden show that in 

that Grand Duchy, where a compulsory •education law is rigorou~ly ·enforced, crime has 

·been reduced in the last seven years 51 per cent. and pauperism 25 per cent. And as to 

America (where education is not compulsory, and has, at the mo~t, been only a partial 

success), we quote the following excerpts from a State paper, styled " Education and 
Crime," issued by the Washington Bureau of Education on the 12th April, 1881 :-

"We have before us the reports of the penitentiaries and prisons of some t,venty States. 
As a whole they tell substantially the same story of the relations of education to crime as' the 
reports of the penitentiaries and prisons of Pennsylvania. With this testimony before us we 
reach the following conclusions :-

" (1.) That about one-sixth of all the criine in the country is committed by persons wholly 
illiterate. 

"(2.) That about one-third of it is committed by persons practically illiterate. 

"(3.) That the proportion of criminals among the illiterate is about ten times as•great as 
among those who have been_instructed in the elements of a common school education, 
or beyond. 

"These·conclusions correspond in the mai11 with those arrived at by other inquirers. S. H. 
White, an ex-President of the Bureau of Education, speaking of New York City, says:-' Among 
the illiterate there is one crime to a fraction over three persons, while among those not illiterate 
there is one crime to about 27 persons ; or the chances of crime among thos,e who 
cannot read and write are nine times as great as among the rest· of the people} Of the State of 
New York, he says:-' Seven per cent. of the people commit 31 per cent. of the crimes. A person 
not able to read and write is six times as apt to commit crime as one who can read and write.' 
In Massachusetts,·among the ignorant population one in 20 committed c~·ime, while among those 

. who had a greater or less degree of education there was o~e crime to about 126 persons. · In 
Illinois, one .out of 137 illiterates was in prison, while of those with more or less education there 
was only one in 566. · 

" Dr. E. D. Mansfield, in a Report to the Bureau of Education, reaches the following con
clusions:-

" (1.) That one-third of all criminals are totally. uneducated, and th.at four-fifths are practically 
uneducated. 

"(2.) That the proportion of criminals from the illiterate c_Iasses is at least tenfold as great 
as the proportion from those having some education." · 

28. The criminal statistics of other countries corroborate the above statements. Of 

147,673 persons com~itted to prison in Great Britain during 1873, only 4892 could read 
and write well ; and ·223 had received a superior education. The practically illiterate were 
91½ per cent. of the whole number. Of 3354 persons arrested for crime in 63 out of the 87 
Depart~ents of France, only 512, or 15¼ per cent., could read and write well ; the illiterate 

being 84¾ per c·ent. Looking at the criminal s~atistics of Tasmania to see how far they con

firmed the evidence of other countries in this respect, we were struck by the large proportion 

of criminals classified in the gaol records· as able to read and write. It was impossible to 
accept these figures ·as correct, and ·at the same time to base any deduction 11pon the 
statistics of Europe and America. We therefore visited the Hobart Gaol with tpe view 

of ascertaining how far those prisoners entered in the returns as "able to read and write" 

were really literate or illiterate. The result of an exarriination of 43 was as follows :-

(L) Writing from Dictation.-Eight wrote correctly, 9 indifferently, 18 failed, and 
8 could not write at all. ~ · 
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(2.) Arithmetic (Addition and easy Long Division).-Sixteen correct, 7 wrong, 20 
would not attempt to answer. 

And it should be added that 18 · of these 43 have acquired much of the little 
learning they possess in the prison school-room, and that one of the most advanced of 
them was almost :wholly illiterate when he entered the gaol. 

29. The evidence of fact, then, as well as theoretical reasoning, points conclusively _to 
the necessity of a soun·d primary education as an antidote to crime,-to the desirability, 
on material as also on moral grounds, of a voluntary expenditure upon Public Schools, 
rather than an . enforced expenditure upon gaols and the necessary machinery for the 
detection and punishment of crime. It must be accepted as an. unavoidable obligation of 
a Constitutional Government, that exists by the will ·and in the interests of the. people, to 
secure for the masses, sua si bona norint, a sound elementary education-(1.) That the 
national wealth may be increased by elevation of the labour standard ; and (2.) That the 
national wealth may not be depleted by pauperism, the development of ineffective labour; 
or crime, the outcome of degraded ignorance. 

30. So far we are unanimous, and so far we are supported by ali the evidence we 
have collected. That it is the duty of the State to provide education, and that such 
education should -be made compulsory, all whom we have consulted admit : but there is a 
wide divergence of opinion when we ask if education shall be free as well as compulsory. 
And our view is only supported by a small minority of those more highly educated 
authorities whose opinions we have sought. 

31. The arguments that present themselves to us in favour of Free Education are as 
follows :-The State forces education upon the people, not so much in the interest of the 
individual as for the advantage ·of the whole c~mmunity; not that the prospects of the 
individual may be improved by knowledge, but that the commonwealth may not suffer 
loss throtigh his ignorance ; and it is but equitable, as it certainly is logical, that the cost 
of such education should be regarded, not as the price payable by the individual for so 
much teaching, but as an insurance premium to be paid by the public for immunity from 
the evil_s that would arise from wide-spread ignorance. 1.'he parent, uneducated himself, 
may plead thathis child's labour is necessary to him ; that the withdrawal of that labour 
inflicts a pecuniary loss upon him greater than the whole cost of education ; that never 
having experienced the want of education himself, he desires no~e for his children. But 
the State has no ear to lend to such pleading. It usurps-benevolently usurps-the 
guardianship of the child; it deprives the father of that child) labour to some extent, and 
it forces upon the child an education that the parent cannot appreciate and does not 
desire: Surely it cannot be right that, in suoh a case, the parent should be made to pay 
directly for a comm_oclity he does not wish to buy. Surely, in every _case where education 
is forced upon one section of the people in the interests of the whole, the charge should 
be distributed. over .the entire community concerned. It is not that the parent escapes 
from all the. co·st of his child's education even when education is free. Whether the 
educational- charge be met out of Consolidated Revenue, or special tax, or local. rate, 
though the cost does not fall upon him directly as a school fee, he contributes his quota as 
a tax or mtepayer. 

32. The arguments employed against Free Education are-(1.) That the parent 
should not be 1:elieved of his responsibility ; (2.) That the cost is thrown in part upon a 
class which does not obtain any educational retur!1 for the outlay through its own children; 
(3.) That education would not be appreciated if nothing were paid for it ; ( 4.) That the 
State eriters into competition with p·i:ivate enterprise; (5.) That local interest would 
decline under a Free system ; · (6:) That it tends to pauperise a community; and (7.) 
That with Free Education the tone of attendance is lowered. 

33. (1.) The first of these is the most difficult to cope with. Why should a parent 
escape from the cost of his child's education any more than from that of its food and raiment? 
Thus broadly put, without qualification or' explanation, this question may seem to 
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involve but-ihe one reply unfavourable to free education. But, let it be_ remembered, that a 
pare~t's responsibility for his' child's food and clothing, as fa.r as the law·is conce.rned,_is a 

_ very limited one. His children may be more or lt:1ss covered by rags or sackcloth,· and 
while decency and humanity are not outraged the law_ cannot interfere. He may feed 
his children upon unwholesome food, may give them barely ~nough to sustain life, 
may ruin their morals and_ constitution by alcohol,-but, while he stops short of actually 
and openly starving or poisoning them, the law is powerless to act against him. · The legal 

responsibiiity of the parent as to these necessari~s is one of very. limited degree, and 
equally limited should be the amount of education which the par_ent is compelled to 
provide at his own cost. And the fact must be borne in mind that, while the parent 
cannot but recognise food and clothing ·as necessaries, he may· honestly regard as a 
superfluity so much of a child's education as does not come by nature. 

(2.). The injustice of a free. system, in that the whole community -supports ·an. 
institution which gives a dire.et return in education to a section of the people only, has 
been already replied to. The whole community fairly contributes because of the indirect 
return in security to property, and immunity from the more costly maintenance- of other 
institutions., The people pay for schools now, that they may avoid paying for gaols and 
poor law uni_ons hereafter .. And while the cost of education comes . out · of general 
revenue, wealth does not pay in proportion to the value of its risk .. The working miner, 
who has no property to insure, contributes, relatively, far m01:e than the lord of many 
acres. Einally, we may say of argument (2) that, if carried out to its full extent, it 
would land us in the absurdity that our prisons should be maintained at the charge of 
the prisoners, and our_ poor-houses at the cost of the paupers. 

(3.) As to the third argument, there seems no occasion for lengthened. discussion. 
It is of a speculative character- at the best, ·and it is based upon the assumption' that 
appreciation is a necessary factor of _successful public education. Now, as our system of 
public instructioi1 is a compulsory one, and w-e _may expect to see the compulsory c::lause 
rigorously enforced here as in other countries, appreciation would appear to ·be a senti-
mental ·accessory ,vith which we may dispense. · 

( 4.) That, with a system of free education, the State would· compete with private 
enterprise, is urged in the evidenee as an argument against free education. We admit · 
that there would be such competition with a certain class of r-:-rivat~ schools; and it is one
of our arguments in favour of free education that thereby many inferior pri~ate· scl{ools, 
where education is a· sham and attendance an empty form, ·would be closed, to the great 
advantage of the community. A free system of education would not ti-es_pass upon ,the 
field occupied by superior private schools unless the standard of instruction were very 
considerably elevated; and there is every reason for the conclusion that no such elevatio11 
is at present practicable or desirable. 

(5.) It is urged that with a system of free education local interest would decline.· 
To this it might be answered that it is impossible to conceive a lower phase of local 
interest than that which now exists. But, apart from this, we would ask why, because of 
a change in the distribution of a fraction of the educational charge, by removing it from 
the shoulders of individuals to the shoulders of all taxpayers, there should be a deci·eased 
general interest? In 1881 the cost of Public Education to the State was £19,771 7s. 7d. 
(apart from cost of new scho.ol buildings voted· by Parliament, £30,436 13s. 8d.J, the 
school fees received during the year being £702fi 7s. 2d. Now, if we include the v~te 
'for buildings in the aggregate cost to the taxpayer, we find that the amount contributed 
as fees .by parents was 12-,t per cent. of the whole expenditure. If the best or only local 
interest to be sought were that of fee-paying parents, and if parents had hitherto exhibited 
an interest in schools proportionate to the fees they paid, there might be more force than 
now can_ be discovered in this line of reasoning. · 

(6.) The argument that free education would tend to pauperise the community 
is based upon the assumption that State-imparted education and State or private charitable 
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relief• ~re generical. This we. hold to be a fallacy. The effect of State compulsory 
education should be no more paupedsing than the _effect o( State compulsory measures 
(by sanitation, vaccination, or otherwise) for the physical well-being of the people. It 
should, logically, be no more pauperising to open our public schools free of charge than 
to open our qhurches for gratuitous religious teaching. 

(7.) The lower tone of attendance resulting from a free system is the last and, 
possibly, the weakest of the m·guments employed by opponents of that system. As to the 
public schools of the Colony generally, there is already as great an admixture of classes as 
is possible : in Hobart only does there exist any separate school for free scholars. And 
even if throughout Tasmania there were schools set apa1;t by the pauper brand, we should · 
still advoeate equality of all classes in our public schools, and attribute any consequential 
failure in tone not to the admixture of the chi_ldren, but to the incompetency of the 
teacher. The tone of a public school should be what the teacher and the better class of 
children make it: the levelling should have an upward, not a downward, tendency. 

34. As to the practical effects of free education in certain directions, less differeri_ce of 
-opinion is possible. Those_ effects may be briefly stated thus:-

1. Inferior private schools, that now impede and damage elementary education, 
would be closed. 

2. The evils arising from class distinctions between free and paying scholars 
would be eradicated. 

3. The· position ~f the teacher would be improved. He would no longer be 
subject either "to the loss of a part of his income, or to a humiliating 
struggle to realise it; and he would be· able, without challenge of his 
motives, to give his hearty support to the enforcement of the compulsory 
clause (see Local Board's replies, Questions 30 and 33). 

4. _Larger and more regular attendance (so say 88 teachers: 35 say othe~wise.) 

35. Of the 32 persons of superior attainments who have expressed opinions in 
writing, only 6 are decisively in favour of free education; but when we consult the teachers, 
whose experience of the evils and advantages of fees is most direct and practical, we find 
that only 34 are for the retention of fees, while 93 are for free education:_ And it may 
be observed that, while by far the greater portion of these· 34 are teachers of very small 
schools, very many of them are females, and naturally conservative. . The feeling of the 
bulk of the teaching class is accurately represented- by Mr. Hurst (Green Ponds), when, 
in reply to the· question, "Are you in favour of making education free," he says, "In 
my position as teacher I should hail the change." 

36. Reference to the evidence and appendices shows that while the large number 
of children admitted free or at reduced fees to our public schools is out of all Jfroportion 
to the general prosperity of the country, the average attendance, as compared with 
number on the school-roll, is miserably low (Tasmania having a lower average than any 
of its five neighbours-Victoria, N cw South Wales, Queensland, South Australia, and 
New Zealand): and when we ask the teachers if much better attendance would result 
fro~. free education (Question 73), 88 out of 123 say yes. Only 26 teachers suggest any 
possible disadvantages to be expected from the abolition of fees. 

37. In making education free, Tasman.ia will only adapt her educational course to the 
great tide of enlightened opinion that is now set in -that direction. · Of the neigh
bouring Colonies, Victoria, Queensland, and N cw Zealand have already carried this 
principle into Legislative enactment. Tn N cw South Wales a resolution that education 
should be free was recently carried in the Legislative Assembly by a very large majority, 
Education is free in Canada by the will of the people. It is free in America, in Fr::mce,. 
in Prussia, and in Switzerland, and year by year the free _system is making progress in 

Holland. 
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38. If education is to be free,· the next ccinsi<leration is how the additional charge,· How educational 

caused by abolition of fees (.£7026 in 1881), shall be met,-whether, like the bulk ot the charge is to be met. 

educational expenditure, out of general revenue, or by an education tax or by local . 
rate? Upon this point the evidence strongly preponderates in favour of the whole charge 
being met out of consolid~ted revenue. In Appendix 21 (masters of superior schools, 
&c.) we find 2 in favour of local rating, 2 in favour· of an education tax, and 16 for a 
general revenue charge. In Appendix22 (teachers) we find that 50 011ly out of 123 suggest 
a special tax or rating for this purpose. 

39. To us it appears that, while -~10 practical end is to be obtained by any change of 
the form in which the community is assessed for educational purposes, there are special 
objections to the system of local rating. The 'l'asmanian Royal Commission of 1867 
recognised this, anticipating, as the result ofJocal rating, a possible claim by local bodies 
to the entire control of the educational system, the right to appoint teachers, &c. and fix 
salaries, and the power to define the scope of education (p, xxiv ). But a greate1 evil than · 
is here indicated i;nay be confidently expected as the result of local rating,-vi_z., that 
-schools will be starved. This has been the experience of America in a serious degree, 
and to this. priru"arily ( and secondarily. to the absence of a comp~lsory clause) . may be 
attributed the incomplete success of the American public school system. There is the 
further objection that, whether as a local rate or· as au education tax, any i"pecia_l impost 
would be certain to make education unpopular. And, finally, the.re is this to be said 
against a local rate,-that it must be unequal in its incidence in different districts (as was 
pointed out by the Royal Commission of 1867), arid that, like the property tax, it would · 

. ' 
touch only one class of the national wealth. 

40. And if a special education tax escape from some of the objections that· condemn 
. the local rate, we can see no advanfage to be derived from it that would counterbalance such 
objections as remain. · What does it si~nify to the taxpayer whether he meet tlrn cost of 
national schools by 5s. levied as Customs duty or by 5s. levied as an education tax ! It 
has. been suggested to us, in view to the unpopulari_ty of a special tax for education, that 
2d. in the pound of the property tax should· be set aside for this purpose. It might as 
well"have been suggested that 2d. per pound of the tea duty should be _thus hypothecated. 
The State has but one purse, arid while every source of revenue converges to a common 
repository, it is out of that one fund that the State meets· every item of expenditure. 
Even the assuinption that the Treasurer keeps up distinct Dr. and Cr. and Bank accounts 
for every separate head of revenue would only give s~eming substance to such a suggestion . 
Already the State meets about 75 per cent. of the current cost of education and all the 
cost of school buildings out of consolidated revenue to the entire satisfaction of the tax
payer: why should a .novel form of taxation, neither more nor less burdensome," be 
introduced as the method of raisi,ng the 25 per cent. of current expenditure to be pro
vided for? 

41. We have now to deal with _the que~tion whether the State teaching is to. be· of Secular. 

a strictly secular character or otherwise? Fortunately, this is not a burning question in 
this Colony. Happily for the Tasmanian community, the children of different denomi-. 
nations meet at the public schools, common_ to all creeds, in perfect harmony as far as 
religion is concerned, and without any class distinctions, jealousies, or antipathies arising 
out of relig·ious differences. This harmony may be stigmatised as indifferentism by scime 
few churchmen; but to the secular mind in general, and to the _politician in particular, it 
must appear a most desirable state of feeling. 

42. Of 32 answers to the question, " Is it the duty of the State to impart special 
religious instruction? " only six are in the affirmative, and of these six, five would not appear 
to desire that religious. t'eaching should exceed the present limit observed in our public 
schools. Thus, the Rev.· F. Shann would recommend unsectarian religious teaching by 
means of the: Irish Board's Old and New Testament Lesson Books. The Rev. F. 
Stephenson would retain the present practice of elementary Bible lessons by the _teacher, 
supplemented by instruction imparted. by ministers of religion. Mr. Stephens desires to 
see special religious instruction, provided there be no interference with the rights or con-
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scientious scrµples of the natural guardia_ns of the children ·and that the.re is supervision of 
the teaching by competent officers.· Messrs. Johns ·and Fpx recommend the use of the , 
Bible .as a text-book, and Scripture lessons as part of the sch~ol course.• 

43. L_et us _look for guidance: to Holland, where primary State Education has been 
long and most successfully established. In Holland the law of 1857, like._that of 1806, 
prohibited dogmatic religious instruction. It declared that the object of primary education 
was " to develop the reason of the you~g and. to train them to the exercise of all Christian · 
and social virtues." By Christianity the framers of the law meant " all those ideas which 
purify the soul by elevating it, and which prepare the union of citizens in a common 
sentime0:t of mutual good ·will, not those theological subtleties -which stifle the natural 
affections and perpetuate divisions among members of the commonwealth." 

44. In C_anada the State teaching has_ been made unsectarian by the action of the 
people. In Switzerland it has been secular for many years. It is unsectarian in all the 
other colonies of Australasia : and it has been unsectarian in 'J'.asmania for several years · 
without developing any element of discord, harshness, inequality, or inefficiency that would 
justify the tentative adoption of any _other method involving additional religious instruction. ·· 

45. Having regard to the evid~nce hereto appende_d, it. might be urged that any 
deficiency of religious instruction in our public schools is not attributabie to defect in the 
State method. Free and equal access to the. public schools for religious instruction is 
by the Tasmanian Regulations given to ministers of all denominati_ons. L'et us see what 
the Teachers· say in -answer to Question 14; "does any clergyman giv_e religious instruc
tion in your school?" 98 Teachers out of 134 say "No." That is to say, that 73 
per cent., or n·early three-fourths of the public schools, are never visite·d by the professional 

· teachers of religion.· It niay be added that of the 36 clergymen reported to have visited 
a school,· fo_ur are said to have committed some breach of the Regulations in doi~g so. 
Doubtless if this privilege were assailed there would arise a loud and general outcry 
on· the _part of ministers who now possess it. Being threatened, it would be a very 
preciot1s right-at present it would s(lem that the majority of thos.e possessing it have 
forgotten that it is theirs. . 

46. ~ or can it be truthfully said tlmt, under existing regulations, religious teaching 
has been wholly lost sight of. With the exception· of 27, all the 134 teachers· who have 
replied to orir questions state that-a_ certain portion of the school day is set aside for the 
unsectarian religious instruction ordere4 by the Board of Educatio~ ; and it may be urged, 
as indicating in a marked degree -tl1e success of the Tasmanian system in this respect, that 
this teaching has beeD; imparted :without causing any friction or complaint beyond those 
few 'vague and unimportant contingencies i·eferred. to by Mr. lnspect~r Rule in his 
evidence, and the Local Boards in their replies to Questions 15 and 16 .. One Local Board 
tells us that many years ago complaint was made in one instance ; and two ( of 82) say 
that objections to•r~ligious instruction have led to-.the·withdrawal of cl_lildren from school. 

47. The State being- of no denomination, must leave all dogmatic or denominational 
teaching to other agencies-to the minister, to the parent, and to_ tlie Sunday school. The 
school hours by no means occupy the whole day ; . there is ample .margin of time outside 
thes(l. There are for .all public school children at least. two days a week (besides holidays) 
whe·n the public .school m~kes no dem~nd upon their time or thoughts. Sm;ely it should 
be sufficient that the. public school teacher, during the few hours that his school is open, 
should in addition to the ordinary routine _of primary instruction inculcate the broad 
principles of morality and the duty of mari to man. Happily1 it cannot be said of Sunday
school teaching that it has effedted, or attempted, no more than has been ·done by ministers 
of religion in the public schools. The replies ~f Local Boards show that_:_ . 

In 41 schools the average attendance of Sunday-school children is from 60 to 
100 per cent. . 

In 17 ditto, 40 to 60 per cent. 
In 5 ditto, 20 to 40 per cent. 
In 3. ditto, 10 to 20 pe1; cent. 
In . 1 ditto, less than 10 per cent. 
In 16 the Sunday-school attendance is nil., but, as to· 8 of these, explanation is 

given that there is· no Sunday-school which the· children can attend. 
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48. With one exception, we would suggest that the present regulation as to religious, 
teaching be left intact. '.['he exception is, as to compelling the teacher by -regulation to 
impart Scripture lessons. We w011ld prefer to see this left to the discretion of the' Teache_r 
himseif; it appears to us unwise to ,enforce this, regardlessly of the teacher's in~lination or 

qualification. A teache~ may be' fully qualified to impart primary or even secondary 

instruction, and yet wholly unqualified for religious teaching. The answer of the Rev. J. C,. 
Whall to Question 2_ in its entirety deserves especial consideration; we quote hei·e so much of 
it \l,S directly applies to this phase of the question-" It is impossible,on the one hand, to-make 
sure that the master is duly qualified to give such instruction, or, on the other hand, to 
prohibit him from general teaching because he is no_t ; while· it is very undesirable that the 
duty of imparting religious instruction should be committed to the hands of any and every 
one without discrimination." 

49. We have thus arrived at the conclusion that public education should be free, 
secular, and compulsory ; and having made education free, the State may justly assume all 
the powers_ necessary to the rigorous enforcement of the compulsory clause. 

~O. At present, through defects, as we think, in the Education law; compulsion is More stringent corn

little more than nominal. There is no prescribed minimum of attendance that shall guide pulsory measures 
necessary. 

the magistrate in his decision what is or is not, regular attendance, There is no adequate 
or.effective penalty for evasion of the law. The evidence of the visiting officers, and the 
ex_ample of other Colonies, show 'the necessity of legislation in these directions. We here 
give in tabular form the standard of atteI1dance and penalties in force in the neighbouring 
Colonies:-

Standard of Regular Attendance. 

N. S. Wales 70 days per half~year 

New Zealand - Half the period in each year 
during which the school is 
open 

Victoria 30 days per quarter 
South Australia 35 days per quarter 

_ Queensland 60 days per half~year 

Western Australia Number decided by District 
Boards 

, Penalty. 

1st offence, fine of 5s. ; for every subsequent 
oflence, 20s. In default, 7 days' imprisonment: 

Fine of 40s., and proceedings may be taken week 
by week. Fines recoverable by distress or 
commitment. 

As in N. S. Wales. 
Fines as in N. S, Wales. Imprisonment in de

fault of 5s., 7 days ; in default of 20s., 14 days. 
1st offence, fine of 20s., and for every subsequent 

offence, £5. In default, 7 and 30 days' im
prisonment. 

,' 

51. Ofl9 opinions expressed as to the number of days that should constitute regular 
attendance (Appendix 21), only four are in favour of less than 40 days per quarter: and, 
provided that local authorities a~e empowered to red~ce this minimum to 60 days for t~e 
half-year during seed_ and harvest-time, -we do not consider 40 days per quarter too much 
to insist upon, except in the case of half-time or third-time schools. 

52. With reg·ard to the penalty, we find that the _small fine imposed by the present 
law is too frequently_ a brutumfulmen. In the absence of provision for imprisonment in 
default there is practically no penalty in many cases, and therefore no sufficient motive 
for prosecution. We would recommend :i,doption of South Australian law in this respect. 

53. The school ages vary very considerably in different countries-

In New South Wales they are 6 to 14 In Western Australia thev are 6 to 14 
In New Zealand .................. 5 to 15 In Tasmania .......... -..... : ..... 7 to 14 
In Victoria ........................ 6 to 15 In France ............ : ........... 6 to 13 
In South Australia ............... 7 to 13 In Switzerland .................. 8 to 16 
In Queensland .................. 6 to 12 In Prussia ................. ; 6 or7 to 14 

We are of opinion that, .all local conditions being considered, the school ages in Tasmania 
have been wisely fixed_ at 7 to 14. The evidence of Teachers upon this point (Q. 30) 

shows that 57 approve of the present a~e regulation ; _ that 25 would recommend the 

Standard of regnlwr. 
attendance. 

Penalty. 

School ages. 



School distance. 

Exemption. 

Standard of 
efficiency. 

Factory Employe 
Law. 

Standard of 
education. 
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same number of years compulsory schooling, but with ages 6 to 13 ; that 16 would retain 
the terminal age of 14, but commence at 5 or 6 ; while 26 offer various suggestions of 
change-,-4 to 13, 5 to 13, 6 to 12, fi to 15, and 7 to 13. 

. 54. As to the school distance, we find considerable uniformity in the practice of 
the Australasian Colonies. For New South Wales, New Zealand, South Australiii, 
and Queensland, as in Tasmania, . this is 2 miles. It is also 2 miles in Victoria 
for children . under 9, but increases to 2½ and 3 miles for children of 9 to 12 and 
over 12 respectively. Of the answers of Local Boards on this point (Q. 31), 44 are 
against extension of the distance ;· 62 are in favour of extension to 2½ or 3 miles, with 
reservations as to ages of the children and ·season of the year ; and 21 recommend 
extension without reservation. We would submit that it is well to prescribe a ·2-mi.Je 
radius (not 2 miles byToad) for the compulsory area, giving pow.er to local authorities to 
extend this to 3 miles at theii· discretion. 

55. And having in view a system of rigorously enforced. compulsiou, we consider 
that the Education Law should as clearly as possible .define the grounds upon which 
exemption from attendance may.be claimed, instead of throwing upon local bodies the entire 
1·esponsibility of deciding what constitutes sufficient ground of exemption. In New 
South Wales, Victoria, Queensland, and South Australia the exemptions prescribed by 
law are identical :-1. That the child is receiving regular and efficient instruction other
·wise than at a public school; 2. Sickness, infirmity, fear of infection, or other unavoid
able cause; 3. That there is no public school within the prescribed distance ; 4. That 
the child has attained "the standard of efficiency." In New Zealand exemptions 1, 2, 
and 4 are as above, and 3 is "Road not sufficiently passable!' 

56. It may be justly said that 1 and 3 of these exemptions prescribed ·by the law of 
New South ~ 7 alcs are the consequential results of other clauses .of the Tasmanian 
Education Act as of the Act of New South Wales. While as to exemption 2, it may be 
argued, with tmth, that its application must be left to that local authority which is now, 
iµ Tasmania, the arbiter in all cases of excusable absenteeism. But we would urge that 
something will be gained, and nothing lost, by grouping the exemptions together in a 
s~ecial clause, and in thnt respect formulating our law after the manner of the neigh
bouring Colonies. 

57. But the fourthexemption would be entirely new to the Tasmanian Educational 
System, and we. cannot but endorse the recommendation of the Tasmanian Parliamentary 
Select Committee of 1882 that this be adopted.· We would suggest.that every child .who 
passes a fair Fourth Class examination of a Public School shall be entitled to a certificate 
emancipating· him from further compulsory attendan.ce. In adopting this principle 
Tasmania would only follow the· example of her· neighbours of Australasia and some 
countries of Europe. The certificate should be granted by the Inspector and endorsed by 

the District Board. 

58. As cognate to the question of Compulsory Education, we may here deal with 
another recommendation of the Select Committee of 1882,-the enactment of a Factory 
Employe Law prohibiting the employment in factories of children unde~- 12 yea1:s of age. 
Both in consideration of purposes of education an_d purposes of humanity we must endorse 
that recommendation. The evidence before us shows the necessity of such enactment : 
children of less than 12 years of age who should be attending our Public Schools are 
even now employed in factories ; and, as local industries increase, the necessity of such a 
law will more and more approve itself alike to educationists and humanitarians. 

59. When the Royal Commisston of 1867 had under consideration the limit to which 
it was desirable that State Primary Education should be extended, they were embarrassed 
by a widespread feeling that already "the education imparted at the Public Schools · 
exceeded what was necessary or befitting the station and prospects of the laiger class or 
scholars who attended them." Fortunately, and as we think, wisely, that sentiment was 
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no( allowed ·to weigh with ·the Commissioners of 1867. In our opinion the existing 
curriculum of our Public Schools doe_s not admit of curtailment; and in. maintaining the 
pre~ent standard and encouraging Tasmanian youth by liberal e.ducational prizes the 
Board of Education has done good and effective service to the cause of Education . 

. ·60. In reply to those who would impose unnecessarily severe restrictions upon the 
scope of Public Education, we will quote Arnold again. "It is an alleged disadvantage," 

says Arnold, " that already popular education in France was carried so far that society 
began to be dislocated by it,-that the l~bourer would no longer stay in the field nor the 
artisan in his workshop, that every labourer would be an artisan a:rid every artisan a clerk. 
This is the language we have all heard so often from those who think that the develop
ment of society can b_e arrested because a farmer's wife finds it hard to get a cook-maid. 
It is sufficient to say to those who hold it that it is vain for them to expect that the lower 
classes will be kind enough to remain ignorant and unlettered merely for the sake of saving 
them inconvenience." 1'0 the question (6) put to masters of Supe~·ior Schools, &c.-" Do 
you think the present standard of instruction in our Public Scliools sufficiently high?" -
22 reply in the affirmative and four in the negative. If we turn to the evidence we siiall 
discover ample proof that, µ10derate as is the standard, ·it has been in the majority·of 
schools abo;e the reach of the great bulk, if not all, of the children taught. The pro
portion of children who leave school without· mastering the Fifth Class course is miserably 
large. In 14 schools all fail in this respect, in 47 schools the failures are over 75 per 
cent.; in 21 schools they range from 50 to 75 per cent., in 11 schools from 25 to 50; and 
in 11 schools only are they below 25 per cent. 

61. Even if we make full allowance for all legitimate excuses ( and irregular attend
-ance is the ·only good and general excuse advanced), these results indicate a serious defect 
somewhere, and we are constrained to regard this defect as due partly to insufficient force 
of the compulsory law, and partly to inefficient teaching power. There se~ms no reason 
whatever for assuming that the fault lies in a too elevated standard. Fifteen of the 
.answers to Question ll ( Appendix 21) are to the effect that i_t is quite practicable for 
children of ordinary ability to _go through the six classes of the Programme of Instruction 
in six years between the ages of 6 to 12 or 7 to 13 ; five say ~hat this is possible to children 
-of more than average ability ; and two say, "Yes, with superficial results." If, then, 
we remember that we give the child seven years (from 7 to 14) to master the Program~e, 
it may be admitted' that the strain upon the mental resources of the great majority is light 

enough. 

62. It was a recommendation of the Select Committee of 1882 ( Appendix: 1) that a 
higher standard should be· introduced into the State Schools, with a view of enabling 
Exhibitioners to enter Superior Schools upon even terms with children wh~~e preparatory 
training had been received in the better class of Private Schools. But further enquiry 
has satisfied us that this is uncalled for. The first object of public instruction is to provide 
the necessary minim.9-m of elementary education for the masses. ':"he Exhibitions awarde.d 
now serve as a healthy stimulus to all State School children; but they would have a dis
:astrous effe'ct upon the general proficiency if the teaching power were concentrated upon 
the few more ad~anced scholars to the neglect of the many backward_ ones, who most 
require attention. Nor does it appe_ar that Exhibitioners under the present system enter 
-Superior Schools at any real disadvantage. The replies to Question 8 ( Appendix 21) 
.show that not only is there a strong consensus of opinion favourable to this view, but that 
the opinions of those .whose experience is greatest and most tlirect in this particular are 
certainly with us. Mr. Harris (High School) says:-" Exhibitioners from Public Schools 
are better prepared in English and Arithmetic, but worse in Latin." Mr. Buckland (Hutchins 
-School) says:-" Better in Arithmetic, worse _in other subjects." Mr. Johns (:fiorton 
College) says :-" They are at a disadvantage at first, but this acts as an incentive, and 
they generally do well." Mr. Fox (Horton College) says:-" They are bettei· prepared." 
Mr: Savigny (Launceston Church Grammar School,-see Evidence, p. 10). tells us that 
:he rec~ives some very superior Exhibitioners, but a large number who have come to him 
were considerably below par, and he attributes the inferiority of some to th_e fact that there 
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is too much _memory work in ,the examinations and not enough scope for the exercise of 
the reasoning powers. He thinks that reason for this complaint would• not now exist if, 
instead of abolishing- Latin and Euclid from the Public School curriculum, _those subjects 

· bad been taught in a larger degree. · Mr: Savigny admits that Exhibitioners from Public 
. Schools are better up in Arithmetic than children othenvise trained. After all, the com
plaint that some Exhibitioners are·.brilliant scholars, while others are below par, may be 
said to be inevitable whatever programme of instruction were adopted; 

63. We have, _then, no desire to see the standard of Education in our Public Scho!>ls 
either elevated or reduced ; but we would urge that greater attention may be paid to 
teaching by object lessons, and that, as far as practicable, a more technical turn be given 
to Education, with the utilitarian intention of better qual_ifying the youth of · the State 
Schools for those labours, trades, and handicrafts in which the gr.eat majority of them are 
to make their career .. And we would ask that the Irish National Board Books may not 
be wholly superseded by the Australian Readers. With the exception of some typo
graphical errors the latter appear · to us unobjectionable in a positive way ; they 
contain much _matter which should inculcate general principles of morality ; there is much 
in them calculated to develop and cultivate the youthful mind ; and they are free from 
any theological subtleties likely to irritate or annoy the members of any creed : but there 
is in them, as far as they are rescripts of the Irish Board's or any other school text-books, 
the negative defect that they omit passages which might as well, or better; have been 
given. For example, in the copy of Longfellow's Psalm of Life one stanza is omitted 
presumably because of a ~·eference therein to a God above. Now this is, we think, a 
purposeless omission, for a reference to God cannot by any possibility offend _anybody ; 
not only Christians, but Deists of all shades would read it with respect, and Atheists ( even 
if it be necessai·y to consult their feelings) would find it no more offensive than a reference 
to.Zeus, or Mahadeo, or Mumbo Jumbo. 

64. Our inspection of several Public Schools has proved to us that much has yet to 
be done in the way of providing proper fomiture and appliances. Doubtless, with the 
limited means at our disposal, the· furnishing of. schools with desk~ and forms must 
proceed step by step ; but the equipment of State Schools in teaching apparatus of an 
absolutely necessary character should be_ undertaken at once. This is · particularly 
essential in respect of maps, for at present there is reason to fear that children are being 
misled rather than instructed by_ some of the maps in use,-e.,q., in the Newnham School 
we found a map of, Australia of a period p;·ior to the.separation of Queensland as a distinct 
Colony; in that map Brisbane appears as a town of New South ·wales, and, apart from 
this, the boundary of South Australia, and the· division of fhe Indian and South Pacific 
Oceans,· are incorrect. 

Infant schools and 65. The subject of school appliances naturally suggests reference to the Kindergarten 
Kinderga,·ten system gifts that were imported some years ago, only to lie idle to the present day. It is worthy 

of c~nsidei;ation whether, whenever accommodation permits, it mfght not be well to add 
an infa.nt class to the public school and introduce the Kindergarten method of teaching 
therein. This system has now been introdi.:ced, with ad:mirabl_e results, in the United 
States and nearly every country of Europe ; and if there be no one in this Colony capable 
of imparting tl1is system to the teachers, Tasmania might profitably follow the example of 
America by importing an efficient master or mistress from Germany. The value of the 
educational effect of the Kindergarten system can hardly be over-estimated : .it develops, 
without unhealthily taxing, the infant intellect ; it inculcates discipline and method by 
means of exercises that. amuse_; it fertilizes·the mind for the reception of after teaching in 
a manner tliat- must. prove of eminent '.1-dvanta!re to . the children and their subsequent 
teacher. So great is the importance we attach to this agency that we would advise 
making Kindergarten teaching a part of the model school training. 

Drill and gJlllllllStics. 66. Greate1; at.tention is, we think, necessa1~ in respect of -drill and exercises for the 
purposes of discipline and physical development. Prussia was in the van of nations in the 
great advance towards a systeni of national education, and Prussia has from the earliest 
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period of her school. system recognised the importance· of physical exercise.· By her 
present educational code a minimum of two hours' gymnastics a week is insisted. ·upon. 
In the names given to her superior schools (Gymnasia) we -find her appreciation of · 
calisthenics, and' the truth of.the trite apotliegm 'm13ns sana in corpore sano. · Discipline. in 
German schools .is excellent, one noticeable feature being the complete and rigorously 

· enforced silence observed, ~xcept in so far as school work necessitates ,speech. Of all the 
Australasian Colonies Victoria would appear to have made the greatest progress in drill and 
gymnastice : -507 of the Victorian teachers wer.e in 1881 specially .qualified to teach these. 

67. As to . drill for purposes of discipline, something has _been effected in . the 
public schools of Tasmania, but there is very considerable variation in practice and results. 
Where attention has beeri paid ·to this by a. teachei· who has his school thorougllly in 
hand, there is that.almost mechanical obedience to the word of command which proves the 
efficacy of drilling ; but in some schools it is as difficult to obtain uniform movement as 
uniform silence 01: attention. Paraphrasing the remark made tif certain English generals, 
that not one of them could get a force of 10,000 men out of Hyde Park, we may say that 
to m(Lny of the Tasmanian teachers it would be an impossibility to get 100 children out of 
a school-room without disoi·der. We are of opinion that there should be appointed,· for 
the-Hobart and Launceston public schools, drill instructo~·s, who might visit all the State 
schools easily .accessible from the two centres. 

68. Regarding the pri.mary object of State Education as that of guarµing the interests Reformatories and 

of the· whole community from the evil effects of individual ignorance, we cannot but see in Induatrial Schools. 

the· evidence before us proof that the present system does not fully accomplish this, and 
that there is an immediate necessity of extending the scope of the State ed1;1cational 
institutions so that provision may be made for the healthy traini1ig of a relatively large 
number of neglected arid destitute children; whose futui:e career, but for State interposition, 
must be that of vagrancy or habitual crime .. At whatever co&t, this difficuhy 01:ight, in 
the interests of the cmµmonwealth, to _be fully met. The charge to the Colony of main-
tainiµg 200 of these children now would be infinitely less than the clrn,rge those 200 will 
impose upon society hereafter if· they be allowed to drift into the. condition of helpless 
pensioners or harmful spoilers. But this is only one side of the equation. · These children 
are the raw material QLlt of which remunerative labour niay be manufactured. Tasmania 
is spending £10,000 a year upon importation of· labour from the Mother . Country ; 
surely, if this expenditure· .pe justifiable (a,; we believe it to be), it would be wise in a 
greater degree to turn to usefol_account the labour element that is at our door neglecte·d, 
and through neglect flowing, on and downward, to swell the· ranks of the criminal class. 
The evidence of the.Superintendents of Police, Hobart and ·Launceston, Mr. W. 'Witt, 
Dean Bromby, .Mr. R. A. Mather, Mr. Greene (the .Northern Visiting Officer), and 
Pastor 'White (pp. 21, 22, ~3, 31, 41, 44, 45, 46), points to the necessity of State action 
for the preservation or reclamation of scores of Tasmanian Street· Arabs. 

69. Pastor White, speaking. from personal observation, says there are between 30 
and 40. children on the streets of Launceston who, "from their bad morals and filthy 
persons, w9i.lld be . quite unfit to sit beside the children attending· an ordinary public 
school, and for whom a reformatory, .with firm discipline, would be the best thing." He 
says of these. unfortunates that they are frequently.guilty oflarceny, from the consequences 
of which the injudicious mercy of the public (he might have added, the absence of suitable 
gaol accommodation) permits them to escape. He says of them, further, that "unless 
prevented by a. miracle they ·must become the lower criminals of our ·country, because they 
are growing up without any education except that of ·cunning and larrikinism." He 
recommends that where this evil state of things is due to parental neglect the child shall be 
entirely removed from the control arid example of the parent, and kept in a reformatory at 
the parent's expense. Mr. Greene (Visiting Officer), speaking of children of this class, 
says, "There are certainly not o·ver 50," who wander about the streets, and are, in many 
instances, fast developing into a dangerous criminal class. 'l'he Superintendent of Police, 
Launceston, says, "I know of several families who entireiy neglect to send their children . . 
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to school, and it is the offspr~ng of parents of this description who drift into the criminal 
· class." Also, "We have no ·Reformatory_ of any description I am thus compelled· 
to _condone a great number of juvenile criminal ·cases._ The fact of children· being 
apprehended and getting off scot-free is such an eri.courageineilt to other juvenile evil
doers that I deem it frequently better to condone the offence than to make· the immunity 
from punisi1ment they_ enjoy public." Mr. W. · Witt s~ys, "During my· 22 years' ex
perience I have.known a large. number of boys and girls of this class whose names are· to 
be found in the Police an:d Gaol records since they have g1;own up. I have obse1:,ved the 
necessity for extension of Refuges and introd~ction of Reformatories, and their establish
ment w?uld be the greatest boon that could be given _to hundreds of our children." The 
Superintendent of Police, Hobart, tells us that his experience points to the conclusion 
that an uneducated · class is growing up in the city that may become detrimental to the 
interests of society hereafter. He speaks ·of the great numb'er '' of boys and, in many 
instances, girls, who ~re nightly found by the police sleeping in coaches, carts, stable~lofts, 
and bacl,r premises," and brought to the Police Station. ·" These children are fr~quently 
absent for weeks together from their parents, who, in some instances, seem to have no 
control_ over them, and, in other instances, the parents having control do not s_eem to care 
about exercising it._ These vagrant children are taken to the Police Statiori at night only 
to be discharged in the morning, as we have no · means of dealing with them. We 
gener,ally dismiss them with a loaf of bread. I have sometimes proceeded.aga_inst the 
parents of these children for neglecting to support them. The parents when before the 
Bench have made the most profuse promises as t9 their future behaviour to thei1; children, 
-promises that may have been given effect to for a time, and then a· relapse to the old 
state of things has taken place." Mr." Pedder thus describes the subsequent career of 
these waifs : " The girls have generally become prostitutes; and in no one instance can I 
recall a boy brought up in this_ way who h~s eve·r done anything for himself except, 
perhaiJs, an occasional single day's work, or shipping on_ board one: of the v·essels of our 
local whaling fleet. These boys ship as whaling hands, only to return after an absence 
of 18 months, spend their 'lay' in evil courses iIJ. the city in the shortest ·time pos.sible, and 
most frequently finish up by an appearance at th~ Police Court and a term in Gaol:" 

. . . 

70. Doubtless a more rigorous enforcement. of the _compulsory clause would bring 
within the influence of the ordinary public school many children who are now growing up 
without· ·any education ; but there must remain, unfortunately, very many whose cases 
cannot be adequately met by these rne:iris. There are, as Pastor White ·points out,· many 
children whose moral and physical condition render them unfit to mix with the ptiblic 
school attendants. These are habitual truanls,. vagrants, and youthful criminals, for whom 
is required a fii:mer and more constant discipline tlian that of the ordinary school. There 
are ma~y children whom it is desii-able to remove from the· evil _influence of dissolute and 
neglectful parents, and for these a Reformatory ·or Industrial School is the only hope. 

71. Nor need the cost of such establishments at Hobart and Launceston be greatly 
burdensome to the State. To some extent the natural guardians of the inmates should 
contribute to the maintenance of the institution in which their relatives found a home. And· 
in the course of time, if the inmates were trained in useful handicrafts, th.ese institution,;; 
should become: sufficiently • self-sttpporting to relieve the State from all expenditure upon 
them 

72. It may _be argued that the removal of such children from their parents' control 
would be a high-handed invasion of domestic life and liberty. It may be said that the 
recommendation · to make ·parents chargeable with the maintenapce of their children in 
State ·Reformato~·ies is inconsistent with the recommendation ·of free primary edttcation 
in State Schools. We will endeavour, in anticipation·of these arguments, to show their 

fallacy .. 

73. Admitting in a general way, and to a very wide e~tent, the freedom of every 
British subject to regulate his do~estic affairs as · he thinks propei·,. it cannot !Jt\t be 
grantee! that thei:e is a necessary limit to this liberty. An Englishman's house is his 
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castle,-its threshold is sacred,-and he is free to direct all that belongs to it and his private 
life up to that point where his individual interest merges in the interest of the public. 
Where ill-effects· to society at large. result from• his misdirection of his affairs, the State 
may interpose for the general good ; whei·e 

0

sanitary laws exist, agents of the State may 
interfei·e when individual neglect,. albeit in the sacred home precincts, endangers the public 
health ; where legislation protects a community against nuis~nces, the business of an 
individual. may be interrupted as being offensive to the neighbou1·hood ;-in many ways 
the 'law of .the land usurps the authority of the home-master. .And surely no strorige1; 
ground for State interference ~an be c~~ceived than: that.which exists in the cases.of the 
neglected children whose cause we plead. Homeless, and unthought of by their parents 
for weeks together ; ·wandering :by night . for purposes of mendicancy and theft ;_ seeking 
chance ·shelter· in coach, or cart, <ir empty out-house ; frequent prisoners in the hands of a 
police which cannot but condone their offe11ce and send them forth free with bread to eat; 
clothed only in rags, fed only by chance charity or pilfered victual,;, taught only in vice 
and crime, uncared for and unloved,-shall these unfortunates be left to the vicious control 
of their.'natural guardians? Is it not the bounden duty of the State to intervene and take 
upon itself a charge which parents have neglected with direful results to the common
wealth? 

74. And. in charging parents with the cost of maintenance of such children, we·do 
not demand payment for a primary ·education which he cannot appreciate : we make· him 
pay for. such sufficient food and clothes and care as he must know the value of, although 
he has failed in his natmal obligation to provide them. Om laws already afford means 
(if not adequate means) by which a father or husband may· be made to provide for the 
wife or chiidi·eri he has desei-ted, and we only ask that such a law, of a sufficiently stringent 
_character, may be exercis~d in respect of parents who practically desert their childi·en by 
casting them loose upon the world to beg or thieve, or die, as chance may direct. 

75. Before. leaving this stibject we will endeavour to show the good effect of the 
institutions we are advocating. Thus writes the'Ino1pector of Reformatories and Industrial 
Schools ~f Great Britain in his Repo1-t for ·1880·:-'' That the reformatories have had 
something to do with the reclucti.on of juvenile crime may be gathered from the fact that 
in 1854 there wer~ 13,981 juve]l.ile com_mitments ; four years later· the number of com
mitted children .under 16 was reduced to 8029, and at the present date, instead of juvenile 
commitments having increased with the increase of population, they are reduced to about 
6800, or less than half what they were in 1854 .... It no longer answers tO' educate 
boys in crime. The schools for young. thieves and ~he gangs of hardened young ruffians 
which . used to be met with in every large town have ceased to exist, and although a boy 
may not be caught in the first or second offence, he seldom has time to become the 
hai·denecl and desperate criminal st~ch as might have been counted by scores before Red 
Hill becamii the pioneer of reformatories." · He adµ.s that experienc,e of the subsequent 
career _of those discharged shows· that 75 per cent. of reformatory cases and 80 per cent. 
of industrial cases turned out well. Such being the effect of these institutions in a country 
where· the criminal class has been rooted for centuries, what may ·not be anticipated in 
Tasmania, where it rests with the Government and the people to decide whether a criminal 
class shall be permitted to establish itself in the first instance? 

76. We consider that, under ·existing condition~ as to population in 'l'asmania, some
thing might be done to extend the scope of. State Education by means of .Part-time 
Schools. There are at presen_t country districts so sparsely peopled that it is hopeless ~o 
expect for them any complete measure of public instruction by schools with the. minimum 
attendance of 20 prescribed by regulation ; but it might .be practicable, without incurring· 
any very 'lieavy expenditure, to extend some degree of teaching to members of such 
scattered communities by the establishment of Public Schools which should be open for 
only two or tlii'ee clays a week each. One active and energetic teacher could undertake 
the charge of two or three Part-time Schools. For these schools the standard of regular 
attendance· would have to be reduced. Other Colonies of Australasia have recognised 
the value of Part-time Schools_and pe1·ipatetic teaching as·makeshifts for the time being. 

Half-time and Third
time schools. 
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77. Night•school teach.irtg might be extended with advantage ; and:_such schools would .· 

dm°i.btless be well attended by adult~ as well as children of 12 to 14·if the teaching power 
were improved and . greater energy instilled, into the local :authorities. The· Regulations 
permit the establishment of Night Schools, but hitherto it- has not, been the especial ca~1i 
of anybody ·to promote education in this direction, and it cannot be s~id that their estab
lishment has been encouraged._ Under efficient and energetic teachers Night . Schools 
might effect much good in respect of classes. that. Primary Schools cannot reach'; but care· 
would always be ne_cessary_io prevent attendance. at a :Nigl1t School being- substituted. 
unnecessarily for attendance at the Publi.c Day School. · · 

. 78: We would'not propose to make Evening or Night Schools fi'.ee to the ~ttendants 
or a burden upon the taxp~yer. The experience of Victoria~(see Report of Victo_rian 
Commission,.Part II.)-proves .that free ·Night Schools are apt to degenerate into play
rooms, -better calculated _to foster .iarrikinism than to promote knowledge. A fee of at 
least 9d. per week should be levied from each pupil, and all the fees collected should be 
considered the perquisites of the teacher, and the whole payme~t to be m_ade for his 
services and the small contingencies involved by keeping up the school. 

79. With all deference. to the valuable opinion of the Hon. H. Butler, we cannot 
consider the establishment of State Superior Schools'necessary at the pi·esent time, what
ever the future neces~ities or' Tasmania may be in this 1;espect · To. us it appeai·s that the· 
Superior Schools es_tablished by private enterprise fully· supply the present educational 
needs of the Colony in respect of Secondary and Superior. Education. N.or does it seem 
that Dr. Butler regards a . State Superior · School as a necessary adjunct of the Public 
School System, for, although he would recommend the establishment of 9ne, he would not 
have it directly connected with the Pi·imary State .Schools:-(Question 2, p. 52). Turning 
to the other Colonies for enlightenment, we find that, although the New South Wales 
Education Act of 1880 sanctioned the establishment of State High Schoo¼, none were 
established up to the ,close of 1881. In Victoria the State connectiort .with· Superior 
Schools is confined to the endowment ( £9000 per annum) of the University. In Queens
land Superior Education is enc<?uraged by State ·aid to- Private Schools; and in South 
Australia the one Supel'ior School (High School foi· Girls) established.under State auspices 
is self-supporting. Seeing that our recommendations as to Primary Ed1icaiion must 

involve a considerable augmentation of expenditure, we cannot advise .the establishment 
of a Superi~r State School for which there is no immediate demand. 

80. While the rateable expenditure upon Primary Education is far less in Tasmania 
than in any other of the five neighbouring Colonies, the encouragement gi~e_n by Tasm!inia 
in the direction of Exhibitions and Scholarships is greater than in any Australasian 
Co_Iqny except New Zealand.. And Tasmanian liberality in this respect would appear to 
be abundantly justified by results. The Exhibitiims have been .a ·healthy stimulus to 
Primary Education, and the higher prizes.have b.een won by scholars whose subsequent 
career has reflected honour lipon, and sometimes: been . of direct profit to, the Colony. 
Far from recommending any reduction in the educational prizes, we would suggest that 
there be added to them two Scl1olarships, of £100 each, tenable for four year:s at a British 
or Colonial University, and that if any Scholarship lapse in any y:ear it shall be availaple 
( as an additional Scholarship) in succeeding years. And while we would propose to leave 

· Exhibitions at their present number,-six for boys and six for girls;-we would recommend 
that regard to sex should not b~ allowed to invo~ve the withholding of any of thes~ while 
there are qualified candidates of either sex to take the:in, ; that is to say, if at any examina
tion fewer than six boys should present the necessary qualifications, then so many more 
Exhibitions should be. considered available for girls who duly pass, and vice versa. .·, 

81. Greater specialisation of subjects for the Scholarship Exami~ation would seem, 
from the evidence before us,. to be desirable in the interests of the scholar ; and this 
subject, we are informed, is under the consideration-of-the Council of Education. Of 26 
answers to Question ~8 ( Appendix 21 ), 19 directly point to specialisation, or greater 
technicality, as necessary to place the Tasmanian Scholar upon an equal footing with the 
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youth of the English schools; 17 out of 24 say (Question 17) that the. educational 
equipme~t which now secures the Tasmanian Scholarship does not effect this. The evi
dence of this majority is eminently worthy of re~pect, seeing that of those·who express 
this view some have gone through the Tasmanian Schola;s• course, and nearly all h~ve 
had _experience of teaching both in Tasmania and ·at an English University. 

82. As regards the restrictions by whic4•these Scholarships are confined to the youth 
of the Colony, we think it necessary that a Declaratory Act should be ·passed for the 
purpose of clearly defining what constitutes a "Youth of Tasmania." Tlie experience of 
the Parliamentary Session ofl882 (Dowdell Scholarship question) prove_s that the existing. 
law is open to antagonistic Mnstructions, and we are of opinion that early steps ·should be 

· taken by the Legislature to dispose of all possible doubt in the matter. And although we 
cannot advise that these Scholarships be thro~n open to fr~e competition of all colonial 
youth without. restriction, we consider that · five years' residence of a boy in Tasmania 
should be deemed sufficient qualification without too severe consideration of the parents' 
domicile.· 

·Declarato1-y Act 
defining "·Youth of 
Tasmania." 

83. Befoi·e dismissing the subject of schools we may fitly consider the case of those Private primary 
· I 1 h" h d k b · · d h" h · · •Schools to be licensed. _pnmary sc 100 s w 1c are un erta en y-pnvate enteryr1se, .an w 1c , 1:h some rnstances, 

'erist rather for the conservation ofignoran~e than for promotion of ·learning. It is within 
the.knowledge of many who. are interested in Education. that there a1;e inferior private 
schools whose existence is due, not to any educational demand that they supply, but to 
their affording a cheap and convenient means ·of avoiding education. The teaching at 

these schools is defective in _quantity and quality,-the at~endance is to ~he last degree ' 
attenuated,-but the schools exist ; .and the parent who desires to evade the compulsory . 

' . . . . . . 

clause of the Education Act finds in such a school the ~eans by which he may keep his 
children·very mud1 at home and still more thoroughly untaught. 

84. If our public primary education is to be a success, some provision must be made for. 
dealing effectively with these.refu~es of igno2:.~1we; and we would, therefore, recomme.nd 

that all private elementary schools be licensed; that regi_s_!~J __ of ~.~!eE:~:i:~~~-~-e punctu'.1lly \ 
kept up at all such schools; and that the Inspector be empowered to inspect such schools . 
and registers; examine the children attending, · and order any child · not effectually 
instructec:J to be sent forthwith to a public school. The licensing of private schools was 
advised by the Tasmanian Royal Commission of is67, who further suggested that~ 
tificated persons should be deemed disqualified to act as teachers. And in assuming some 
~-power to .direct private schools, Tasmania would be countenanced by two 
European countries that are of the first, ·if not the foreiiost, in successful public education. 
In Holland. nobody is allowed to give elementary instruction who does not satisfy the 
State as to his capacity and morality. In· Prussia the necessity of examination follows 
the teacher even into the stronghold of a s~perior school. The power of inspection and 
commitment of children to a public school is not without precedent in other countries; 
and, we would urge, that even were our suggestions wholly novel in their character; we 
should be justified in making them by those general principles which govern the State's, I 
action in other public .concerns. The State in ~;-;;q~i;~~-~f;;;;~di~~i p~~ctiti~~r I '~·---tha t he shall have special. qualification and authorisation for his practice ; and if State 
interference be justified by the necessity of guarding the community from that sinall 
amount .of injury which is the difference in effect between diplomad and undiplomad. 
medical advice, how much greater are the necessity and justification· of such interposition 
when the injury to be avoided is not a trifling physical one, but a very considerable one 
both morally and materially! · · 

85. We have already suggested that improvement of the teaching power is necessary Public School 

to the complete success of Tasmanian Public Education. In our inspection of some of the teacllers. 

schools noticeable defects in matter and method came under ·our observation. Hei·e the 
teaching was of an inferior character; ther~ the discipline was weak;. in ·some i~stances 
there was failure in both respects. And· the causes of these defects are not far to seek : 
they may be thus defined :-(1) The admission of candidates to the teaching body 
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without a sufficiently severe. entrance. examination; (2) t.he absence of a departmental 
regulation requiring teachers ·to qualify for promotion from· grade to grade by passing 
higher examinations· at certain intervals ; (3). the absence of a training-school of any 
descr.iption; (4) the excessive-employment of the time of pupil teachers in teaching to' 

the exclusion of opportunity of leai·ning; and (5) the small salai·ies paid to all grades, and, 
consequently, the small inducement held out to eligible persons to enter or continue in the 
service. · Mr . .Rule speaks strongly upon this point; and Mr. P. 0. Fysh very 

. emphatically remarks of these salaries that they are less than the wages of day labo~rers. 
and· carters. 

86. We recognise the difficulty of introducing. iuto Tasrmi.nia at once an unvarying 
rule for examination of teache1,s such as prevails in ·Prussia and Holland.. In those 
countries there has been a long period of preparation foi· members of the teaching body 
through seminaries, Normal schools, an_d otherwise. There, also, the supply of_excellent 
teachers is fully equal to the demand. But assuming the _existence of better training 
opportunity, and. mol"e sµ.bstantial re_mm;1ei:ation of efficient masters, we might anticipate a 
large supply of competent persons, and the possibility, without hardship to individuals or 
peril to the establishment, of a strictly enforced system of examination for appointment 
and promotion. Fo1· the present, we would.recommend the. introduction of such a regu
lation and its immediate application in the instance of every new candidate; existing 
teachers only to be brouglit under -its operation after two y'e;irs allowed to them. for 
pr.eparation,- In making- thil' recommendation, we are asking only for that which the 
Chairman of the Board of Education has long perceived to be necessary (Evidence, 
Q. 6., p. 53). 

87. The establishment of a Training School for Teachers w'as suggested by the Select 
Committee of 1882, and we must support that suggestion. Mr. Reynolds (Central 
School, - Hob~r~) has described such a scho~l, and furnished an estimate of cost 
(pp. 18, 19; Evidence). For £500 Mr. Reynolds' scheme provides training for three 
students (£50 a year each being allowed ·for ~naintenance and allqwance of those under 
training); and Mr. Reynolds says "tlie number of students might be increased to six or 
eight with only a small additional ~xpe~se," meaning, of course, a small additional cost 
beyond the maintenance charge of £50 per head, .which would be £250 per annum for 
five additional students. 

~8. But we question .the· wisdom of commencing the training of teachers in such .an 
amoitious manner, ·or of creating, at a cost of £350 ( apart from mnintenance ), a· college 
for tl1ree students. Three teachers_ trained aftar Mr. Reynolds' method would cost £166 
per head annually, and be educational luxuries only less costly than ·the stude·nts of 
Christ's College. ·we do not see· why teachers should not, for the present '(and until 
a separate training school is established), acquire _their training in the leading public 
schqols of the Colony at little charge to the State beyond the cost of the student's main
tenance. A bonus of.£10 might be allowed to the master of eacli student successfully 
trained ( as in Queensland and South Australi;i. a £5 bonus is given for each pupil teacher 
trai~ed f01'. successful examinatio:i) ; £45 to £50 pel" a~num sho.uld be allowed for main-

-tenancc of each student; and there we would ·c1ose the budget. The interest of the ·P. T. 
Smith endowment would provide for one student, and, pending the· establisl1ment of a 
N o;·mal school, the trustees ~f that fund· have no oljection to the aiJplication of the 
interest to this end. 

89. The numbei; of Pupil Teachers should. be largely increased; some teachers sav the 
number shottld be doubled. Not only is· an increase necessary for the efficient c·ontr~l of 
c:lasRes, but it is required in order that greatei:' opportuuity may be· afforded to pupil 
teachers of receiving .instruction. "Classes. of 30, and a teacher for each, should 

- be your educational shibboleth," said Arnoi<l, and the -tmth of this is as great now as 

when these wor~s were spokell". 

90. And, certainly, the success hitherto attained by the pupil teachrr system of 
Tasmania fully warrants its extension. Reference to the list of Tasmanian Teachers 
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(Appendix VI.) shows that (putting aside ten who received their training in Great 
Britain); the first three upon the' list are trained pupil teachers, and that of the fii·st nine 
Qn the list seven are trained pupil teachers. According to ·this 'list the only two teachers, 
not trained in Great' ·Britain, who. have reaohed Class I. are. trained pupil .teachers; of 
Class II. A., three out of fo11r are thus disting-uished; and of C_lass II. B., two 
out of five. 

' . 

91. Seeing wha_t the success of the traiiied pupil teachers has been,. it is almost a work 
of supererogation to recommend that in all questions of appointment to· teacherships 
preference shall be given to candidates belonging to this·b,-,dy. · 

92. It is rather by means of the pupil teacher system than by Normal schools that we 
may hope to see our teaching power augmented and _improved. Recent English --ex
perience has given rise to some fear that teachers are there being produced in excess of 
the demand. In a recent number of" The Church Quarterly Review," it is said that "at 
the present time we are practically doubling the number of teachers every four years ...••• 
We are providing 8 or 10 teachers for each one we.require.", And Mr. Mundella's proposal 
to employ paid monitors as pupil teachers, lowering .the pupil teacher standard to accomplish 
this, is sai_d . to be simply the outcome of a pressing necessity to provide adri1tional outlet 
for superfluous teaching pO'\yer. · 

93. The time is yet remote when Tasmania will be overstocked with teaching power, 
and she requires at once, and will require for some time, a training ins1;itu_tion for her 
teachers. But this necessary_ of educat~on would be dearly bought by any sacrifice of 
efficiency or quantity of the pupil tea_cher class. Let us quote Mr. M. Arnold's appeal in 
their behal£ " In naming them (pupil teachers) I pause to implore all friends of education 
to use their best eff~rts to preserve this institution to us unimpaired. Let them entreat 
Chancellors of the Excheq~i.er to lay their retrenching hands anywhere but here ; let them 
entreat the Privy Council Office to propose for sacrifice some less precioi1s victim. Forms 
less i:nultipli~d, examinations less elaborate, inspectors of a lower gr~de-let all these re
dl!-ctions be endured, mtlier than that the number of pupil teachers should be lessened." 

94. Liberal as Tasmania is ·in respect to exhibitions and schola~·ships, it cannot be said Teachers' salaries& 

that the sacrifice _she makes in the cause of educat_ion generally is commensurate with her 
position. Comparison of the Statistics of Australian Colonies gives the following 
figures for cost of public education of the year 1881 :-

New Zealand, expenditu:re per head of population (.exclusive of buildings) 
Victoria, ditto ..•.••••..••............•....•••..•...••••..•••• 
Queensland, ditto ...•• ~ ••.•.••••••...••.•••..••••.....••. • ..... 
New South Wales, ditto ••••••.•••..............•••••••••...•. 
South Australia, ditto ..........••... ; .••.••. • .....•.••••••••.. 
Tasmania,ditto •..•.•.... , ••...••...• · ..••.•••••.•..••••••••.. 

s. d. 
12 51. 

2 

12 31. 
2 

10 7 
9 4i 
6 4¾ 
3 11½ 

95. The comparison of maximum and minimum salaries of teachers ·in the several 
Colonies. exposes the parsimqriy of Tasmania to some extent, but apart from this it is suffi
ciently obvious that the low rate of Tasmanian expenditure upon education is mainly 
attained_ by low rates of salaries paid to teachers, for which the £7000 collected as fees 
does not in any degree compensate. The minimum salary of Tasmania is below that of 
any Colony except New Zealand. The maximum is the lowest of these Colonies, without 
exception. Fees .have raised the emoluments of some few Tasmanian teacl).ers to a respect
able figure; but when we consider the gross incomes of all teachers we find the average a 
very low one ; and it is the misfortune of the teachers that the great bulk of the salaries 
approach the. minimum. rather than the maximum: The average income of 141 teachers 
being,,,---£120 4s. 2d., we find ·87 enjoying (?) 'emoluments of less than the average, as 
against 54 whose incomes are above it. From a, Return furnished by the Board of 
Education (Appendix 6), we obtain the following averages of "estimated annual income 
of teachers from all _sources, including value. of residence" :-
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£ s. d .. 
· 9 certificatedt€achers,trainedin Great Britain 378 . 510 1 These include salaries· of 
2·c1ass · I. Div, B.-...•. , ....•.. ; ..•• 271 1 6 ) teacher and wife .. 
4 Class · II .. Div. A.; ... · ....... ·• . . • •.. . 202· 6 11 .-.l fees of male tea.chers, .su1:>.· 
5 Class H. . m·v. B .....•• ' . . • . . . • . • . . 200 ~ 0 2 . Jfiectfi to· lded~ct10ns ofl ¼ · . · r or ema e assistant teac 1et· 
6ClassIII. ·Div.A ...........••••. ' .•. !60 3 Okj whenteacherhasnowifeto 

28 Class III. Div, B ....•.............. 141 2 · 6 .act in that capacity. 
2~ male probationers, Div. A: •••.••• : •• '. ~- 105 11 • 6 
lO·female probationers, Div. A. . •••. ; .. ; . 70 19. 9 
24 male probationers, Div. B: ..... . ·: . .-. . . 74 .5 3 
11 female probationers,·Div. B. . . . . . . . . . . . 38 · 2 0 

.And it seems to us that' efficiency of the teachers cannot be reasonably expected or justly 
insisted upon when the· remuneration is so ·miserably lo~. · 

96, We would recommend that, while existing teachers are fully compensated·for loss of 
fees, the emoluments of t~a'chers sha}l for the· future consist of-1. Fixed salary according 
to &"i-ade; 2. Payment by results, not exceeding half salary,·as in• Victoria (in South Australia 
this may amount to a quarter salary only-in Queensland· a capitation allowance is given); 
3. Bonus of ·£10 for training teachers and £5 for training pupil teachers; 4. House · ol' 
house rent; and lastly, we would suggest that teachers be encouraged to entei• and continue 
in the service by retiring allowances, as in Victoria and South Australia. The abolition of 
tl1e system of paying ~eachers in part by fees should be accompanied by repeal of the 
regulation which permits reduction of a teacher's salary when his school attendance falls 
below- the mi~imum 20. . T_his regulation is generally condemned at present by those who 
have experience, and .. must necessarily impose hardship upon the poorest of the teachers 
who come under its operation. 

. . . . 
97. The Regulations prescribe no scale of salaries of assistant teachers. The assistant is 

only recognized as wife of the male teach~r, or some o.;_e acting ~s assistant in the absence 
of a wife; In practice the salaries range from £20 to £60. If we include board and 
lodging in the estimate of wages of domestic servants, the· highest salary of .assistant 
teacher is no better than that of a cook;-the lowest would not be accepted by a sculle1;y maid. 

98. We would suggest the aqoption of the Queensland scale of salaries; dividing the 
teii.chers into nine classes as in Queensland and New Zeaiand, by th.e New Zealand method 
of classification, to be hereafter detailed. The salaries proposed are as follows :.:__ 

Males. Females, Males. Females. Males. Females. 

£ £ ·£ £ £ £ 
Class 1 •• 200 180 Class 4 •• 150 130 Class 7 .. 110 90 

2 •• 186 165 5 •.• 140 120 8 .. 100 80 
3 •• 170 150 6 .. 130 110 9 .• 90 70 

99. By the Ne"'. Zealand method teachers a1·e classified both according to attainments 
and method of teaching,-attainments•being distinguished by the five letters A, B, C, D, E, 
and method by five numerals 1, 2, 3, ·4, 5, ; nine grades are obtained, as follows :-

A 1. 1st grade .. 

A 2. l 2 d d A 4.} B l.} n gra e. B 3_. .. 
A 3. C 2. 4th grade. 
B 2. 3rd grade. D 1. . Cl. . 

A 5., . . C 5.} . 
B 4 \ · B 5.} D 4. 7th grade. 
C 3: 5th grade. g :: · 6th gi·ade. ~ :: } 
~ i. E 2. . . E 4. 8th grade. 

· • · E 5. 9th grade. 

100. It has recently been proposed by Mr •. Mundella that the school grant hitherto 
' calculated upon average attendance shall be variable in amount as the school may appear 
· to the' Inspector to be fair, good,· or excellent, in regard to-(1.) Organisation and 

discipline; (2.) Intelligence· in· method of instrnction ; and (3.) General quali.ty of the 
school--vi,ork. But, alth·ough · the Inspector had already ·the power of diminishing the 
grant where scl10ols were ·indifferent in these respects, the application of that power in 

· another direct.ion has been objected to: ' It is said that " the Inspector had to mulct all 
schools actually bad; not to·classify and ~·ewai•d and compare school~ every one relatively 
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good;" and it is argued that the Inspector: will be incapable of classifying excellence· 
which depends upon three degrees (fair, good, excellent) of thi·ee .distinct qualificati.ons. 
But we do not see . the force of this objection. Granting that our inspection ·is .what it 
should be, we think that payment by results might be made according to Mr. Mimdella's 
plan. 

101. A Pension Fund should be created, and every teacher be required to.subscribe Pensions. 

thereto a certain per-centage of his sa,lary. It is possible that the time is not far.distant 
when such a measure will be enacted for the whole Civil Service of"Tasmania; but, in· 
the absence of any general provision, we would advise that steps be immediately taken in 
this direction to secure the future welfare of the Public School Teachers. 

102. we are unable to arrive at any unanimous conclusion in respect of the teacher's Teachel''S libo1·ty tu 

liberty to act as lay reader or preacher in the intervals of his school labours: We are all preach. 

agreed that, as an abstract principle, the liberty of the teacher should be r_espected ; we 
differ only as to the necessity of this particular restriction. The majority consider that 
the teacher should be allowed to exercise his discretion in this respect. 

103. It cannot be said that the teachers have manifested any unanimous feeling in 
favour of this form of religious liberty. In their replies to Question 17,.69 consider that 
they should be free to impart religious instruction out of school hours, and _59 are against 
this freedom,-10 of these 59 being of opinion that the teachers should be permitted only 
to teach in the Sunday School of his denomination. Even where the question is that of 
the teach~r's unrestrained freedom~ there are 59 teachers in favour ot some restriction;· 
and some of these 59 give a very cogent" reason for it when they say that preaching would 
prevent the teacher from giving effective attention to his school. 

i04. We are unanimous, however, as to the necessity of altering the present regulation in 
one respect. To all of us it appears irrational to prescribe religious teaching within a 
seven-mile radius only; for every objection that applies to such teaching within that 
distance applies to teaching beyond the seven miles, together with the additional objection 
that the further the teacher travels for this purpose the greater is the tax 'upon his physical 
powers and energy for school work. His preaching 8 or 10 or 50 miles from his school 
would be as generally known. as if he preached on his school door-step,-it would have 
the same tendency to make him a religious enthusiast and to engender suspicion of his 
bigotry ; · and, on the otlier hand, his preaching at the nearest church or chapel of his 
de~omination would .no more directly affront people o~ other ~reeds than if li.e travelled 
50 miles to meet his _congregation. In neither case would persons of other creeds be 
constrained to listen to him. · 

105. The present regulation seems to play with the matter ; and it is quite possible that 
the_ recent Kenner case would never have occurred had greater firmness been shown in 
handling this difficult question. Either religious teaching by the State schoolmaster is 
permissible or it is not permissible. If it may be permitted at all, there should be no 
limitation as to distance ; if it may not be permitted, then the restriction should be without 
limit. If the seven-mile radius was intended simply as an obsta~l~ to the teacher, it was 
not sufficient ; and if it had been made insuperable, the policy of employing it instead of 
a direct prohibition would have been obnoxious to severe criticism·. 

106. Our obse.rvations tend to the concl~sion that Tasmania niay be felicitated on the I111!pcctiu11 

qt1ality of her School Inspection. As far as .our enquiry has extended this would seem to 
be one of the strongest points of the present system. And we would desire to place on 
record this tribute to the zeal, ability, and admirable impartiality of the Chief Inspector 
and Mr. I_nspector Rule, the two officers of the Department whose official characters and 
capacities have been familiarised to us during our investigations. · 

107. So much of the success of our Public Education depends upon the character of the 
inspection that· no means should be neglected of perfecting this b~·anch of the service. 
This will, we think, be admitted by all educationists at present ; and if our suggestion as . 
to payment of teachers by results be carried into effect, the nec~ssity of maintaining a higl1. 
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· standard of efficiency of inspection will become the more obvious. The appointment of 
Inspector should be, for this reason, handsomely endowed ; but there is another motive for. 
making the position one of considerable emolument,-viz., that the Inspectorship should 
be made a prize of the Educational Service, to be awarded to teachers of superior merit as 
tlie reward of exceptional excellence. 

108. As to the organisation of the Department of Inspection, we would substantially 
repeat the recommendation of the Select Committee of 1882; our proposal being the 
amalgamation of the Chief Inspectorship with the '.1-ppointment of Secretary in one,· under, 
the designation of "Director of Edtwation." : It is not a matter of any moment how this 
officer is to be styled ; but he should be, in fact, the paid head of the Educational Depart
ment, in subordination to the Minister of Education for the time b~ing, and occupying in 
regard to that Minister very much the relation which now the Under Secretary bears. 
to the Chief Secretary, or the Assistant Treasurer to the Treasurer of the day ;-with this 
exception, that in all questions of appointment, .&c. to. be determined by the Board of 
Ad vice and Patronage, the Director shall be. under the direction of the Board. 

109. In all the Australasian Colonies, except Tasmania, we find the central control of 
Public Instruction in the hands of a Minister of the Crown. In South Australia, styled 
"Minister Controlling Education;" in Queensland, "Secretary for Public Instruption;" 
in New Sout~ Wales, "Minister of Public Instruction;" in New Zealand and Victoria, 
"Minister of Education,"-under various titles a Minister of the Crown is the controlling 
and responsible head. So is it.in Canada, in France, and in Holland, and so, we wou~d 
urge, should it be in Tasmania,-not nominaliy, as at present, but as a fa9t. 

110. Nominally, the Chief Secretary is recognised as the central power in educational 
matters unrler existing laws and regulations, but; in practice; he is a rnifaineant, without 
responsibility or authority. He may criticise the prop~sals of the Central Board (his 
Mayor of the Palace) in respect of a school porch; h_e may impede improvements of school 
buildings by his indirect power over the public purse,-but, as to the vital details of public 
educatiori, he is as powerless and a~ irresponsible as the children who attend our schools. 

•lll. And it is our opinion that the only method of effecting the necessary reform in 
this respect is by a radical change of the constitution of the controlling agency,:___by 
abolition of the Central Board ( an institution unknown in the systems of the countries above. 
referred to), and the transfer of the powers of that Board to. a Minister of the Crown, 
subject to such check and restrictions as we shall· point out hereafter. Fully admitting 
that the Board of Education has heretofore done invaluable service to 'fasmanian Public 
Education-service that has been gratuitously given, be it remembered, always-and 
recognising as fully the generous zeal and great administ1·ative ability that the Chairman 
of that Board .has exercised for so many years in the cause he loves ~o well, we are con
strained to· recommend the abolition· of that Board. Meritorious as has been its past 
career, it is now incapable of dealing effectually with the system that it has fostered. The 
child that it has nourished for so many years has now outgrown the strength of its 
nm:se, and a more vigorous, a hardier, and a more popular guardian is demanded for 
its adolescence. 

112. But unres.tricted power committed to a Minister of the· Crown might be employed 
with very injuri~us consequences. Political influences might prevail over educational 
requirements: patronage might be abused for political purposes, to the detr~ment of 
departmental efficiency ancl neglect of depart~ental claims. This the Victori'an Royal 
Commission of 1882-3 tell us has been the experience of Victoria. And if it be possible 
to conceive a Crown Minister of ,purity so spotless that favouritism, nepotism, and political 
intrigue would be impossible to him, it is safer not to conceive him, or· a succession of 
such immaculate Ministers, by Act of Parliament. It is preferable to adopt the worldly
wise principle (recent!)· trai1sferred from the axipms of whist to political :rules) of making 
it easy to do right and hard to do wrong. Acting upon this principle, we would recom
mend that in all educational matters the Minister shall be ex officio Chairman of a 

"Board of-Patronage and Advice." 
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113. In Holland and South Australia we find established such a chief rontrolling Board of Patronage 

agency as we would recommend for' ,Tasmania. In both of tl~ese countries the Minister is IIDtl Adyjce. 

aided by a Board of Delegates: In Holland the Delegates·~re deputed by the. Provincial 
Committees ; in South Australia by the District Boards of Advice. For Tasmania we 
would suggest that the Members of the Board of Patronage and Advice be elected from 
among the Members of District Boards by vote of all Mempers of School Boards through-
out the Colony;. that the Central Board consist of not less than nine Members ; that· the 
Minister of Education convene meetings whenever business of other than a routine 

· character may require the Board's con.siderati01i; ~nd that Members attending such 
Board meetings receive . their travelling expenses and a fixed fee for each day of 
attend~nce sufficiently iiberal to cover their expenses while absent from home on educa
tional duty. Such a Board would be representative of the whole_ Colony: it would be 
popular, because elective ; and if the District Boards were so constituted as to attract the 
most eligible Members that the country can supply, there would be ample and excellent 
material from which to select a Board of Patronage and .Advice. 

. 114. Ofl8 opinions offered in reply to Questions 25 and 26 (Appendix 21),only three 
express unreserved satisfaction with the present system of central control; ten are in favour 
of placing the central authority in the hands of a Minister of Education ;: two inclir:e to an 
.enl~rged and 'elective Board; one suggests separate Boards for N ~rth and South; one, 
payment of Board Members; and one (the Hon, H. Butler), that a DirectorofEducation 
be appointed, upon recommendation of the Chairman of Local Elective Boards. 

115. This written reply of Dr. Butler conveys a principle more closely approachiug that 
we would adopt than any of the 17 others above referred to; and his reply to Question 14 
(p. 53 of the Evidence); confirms his previously expressed opi~ion in the following 
terms =-:-" My o~jection is to a political officer having the direction and charge of the 
appointment and promotion of teachers; but, at the same time, whether by the crude means 
I have described in my answers to questions submitteci to m_e by the Commission, or by a 
better mode, if a competent Officer could be elected, who would act in conjunction with a 
Board of Delegates, this plan would, I think, be successful, _the paid Director being 
responsible to the Governor in Council, but not to an individual Minister.'' 

116. The only substantial difference between Dr. Butler's proposal and ours is, that 
while he would place the central authority in the hands of the ;E~ecutive, we would give it, 
with ample restrictions, to an individual Minister who would be directly and absolutely 
responsible to Parliament and the Country. However gross the mismanagement of the. 
edu.cational syste~-however loud the outcry against departmental abuses-there would be 
no possibility of reaching the chief authority were the central control nominally vested i~ 
the inaccessible Governor in Council or distributed over the whole Executive. What we 
fe~l. to be· essential is a political chief who shall be directly responsible, and directly 
approachable in his place in Parliament. Nor can we see in the scheme we propose· any 
re~son for the objection raised by Dr. Butler. We recommend that "th~ direction and 
charge of the appointment and promotion of teachers" shall be in the hands of the Board 
of Pat~·on~ge and Ad '.'ice, in co•operation with the Minister and Director of Education. 
We admit that Dr. Butler is privileged to be jealous of the possible abuse of'patronage 
under a new order of. things, for it must, at least;• be said of the Boai·d of Education 
that its powers in this respect have been applied with estimable fairness and impartiality: 

· hut, recognising the danger of political patronage as fully as he does, we· say of our 

proposed scheme that it cannot pos~ibly be regarded as open to fi1is objection: · 

117. Replying to Question 20 (Appendix 22), 43 teachers. express themselves in 
favour of a Central Board, as against 42 ,'vho think the cenfral control should be ve,ted in 
a Minister of the Crown. 

ll8. Whether as District School Boards or Boards of Advice, we find this form oflocal District School. 

control established in the five neighbouring Colonies,-N ew South Wales having substi- Boards. 

· tlited District Boards for Local School Boards by her " Education Act" of Aprii, 1880; 
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and we find the same form in Canada and Europe. In N e_w Zealand ~nd Victoria these 
Boards are wholly elective·; in Queensland they may be made eiective by order of the 
_Governor in Council_; in New South Wales and South Australia the members of these 
Boards are nominated. 

. . 

119. Following the example so.widely set by other lands, we would recoµimend the 
adoption of the Pistrict Board system, as follows :~Scho~l-Districts to be proclaimed by 
the Governor in Council, every such district'including such number of schools (one or 
more) as local circumstances may direct. F~r every Schooi District a Board of 6 or 9 
members to.be appointed, the µiembers whereof (~sin V~ct~ri~, New Zealand, and Queens
land) shall be elected by the ratepayers of the district ; the mem b\)rs t~ be elected for a 
term of three years, on~-thii·d ~f w)!pm ~ould retire annually, · Every District Board to 
have votes for the Board of Patronage. and_ Advice equal in ·number to the number · of 
schools_ in tlie district. · 

120. In suggesting this c~urse we are acting upon an opinion which is entertained by a 
s_mall minority only of existing Local Boards : thus, of· 80 opinions expressed by Local 
Boards on the proposed substitution of District Boards for Local School Boards, only 22 
are favourable to our view (one. Board being divided in opinion) ; and of 78 replies to the 
question "should such Boards be elective?" ·only.14 are with us ( three being divided upon 
this point.) · 

121. But as to the matter of election· of Boards, the teachers are more inclined to our 
view, 59 being in favour of election, 5 undecided, and 60 in favour ·of nomination ; and as 

. to reconstitution of the Boards, such teachers as have expressed an opinion decidedly 
recognise the necessity of this. 

122. Ifwe turn to the evidence for proof of the failure of the pres~ntLocal Board system 
we shall find it in abundance, whether we search in the replies of teachers or in the answers 
of the Boards .. 

The Boards being asked how many meetings they have held during the last five 
years? ten answer "none"; nineteen have held from 1 to 5 meetings ; twenty-two from 5. 
to 10 ; · and twenty-two have held over 10 : i.e., 51 have held 2 meetings a year or less, 
and only 22 have held more than two meetings a year.· 

123. ·By Regulation 23 it is prescribed that Local Schoc:>l Boards "shall regularly visit 
and report _upon". the schools placecl under th_eir supervision, besides making other 
~ccasional reports; and when we ask_ how often these visits have been made and repods 
submitted,· we obtain the following replies :-

Officiai visits by Boards-2 frequently ; 28 occasionally ; 51 never. 
Visits by individual Members of Boards-33 frequently ; 21 occasion~lly ;· 12 

very seldom ;· 18 never. . 
Reports submitted by 'Board::1---:5, five· reports or more ; 2, three reports ; 3, two 

reports ; 1,. ·one report ; 55, no report. 
And the teachers' r~plies corroborate the above. Being asked (Question 22) if Local 

· Boards. take interest 'in and. render good service to the school? 28 say "yes/' and 98 
say "no." To the Question (23) whether the present system works satisfactorily? 28 say 
"yes," and 91 say_" no," 2 being uncertain; and when we ·ask (Question 24) if the use
fulness of Local Boards would be increased by extended powers? while 85 out of 121 reply 
in the affirmative, many of those 85 qualify their answers by· suggesting that such powers 
lie given to a reconstituted Board. 

· 1-2-1. · We fully admit 'that in the powerlessness of Local Boa1·ds, and the scant recog
nition accorded them by the central authority,uiay be found ample reason.for much of the 
apathy displayed. The position of memhbrs of Local Boards has been so completely false ; 
so fertile of vexatious duties and irksome responsibilities ; so barren of dignity and real 
~efulness, that eligible persons have either sto~d aloof altogether, or, having accepted the 
position, ·have found it impossible to take continuous interest in their unprofitable labour. 
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125. Whether it be owing to the apathy and inefficiency. of Local Boards that the 
Central Board has come to ignore their existence, or whether the apathy and inefficiency of 
Local Bo.ards are the consequences of the Central Board's.neglect, we need not now inquir~. 
It would do no good to ascertain which is cause and which effect. The fact is apparent that 
the Central Board has not exhibited any appreciation of the services of Local Boa1;ds, or 
made any strenuous efforts fo keep those Boards up to the standard· of efficiency. Local 
Boards have neglected their duty, 'notably that of submitting the reports required by 
Regulation 23, without comment by the Central authority (which, in the matter of reports, 
could not but have been cognisant of a default to which it was itself a party.) · Tlie 

Central Board has so·,much regarded the Local Board as·a useless excrescence that it 

has.been satisfied to retain upon the list of School B~ard menibers ·one who has been 
dead for five years (Evidence, p. 16, Question 29.) 

126. But, making all possible allowance for Local Boards, we cannot close our eyes to 
the fact that the personnel of.some of them is inferior. There are members of such Boards 
who would find it impracticable to pass a fair Fourth class examination of a public school ; 
and .there are many members who, ba th~ir qualifications what they may, do not, nor ever 
will, take an intelligent and lasting interest in education. In , the .sparsely peopled 
districts, and more particularly in pastoral districts, it would be impossible to find a 
sufficient number of really eligible persons to form a Board of the most moderate 
dime;nsions for each school; and the only means of seouririg generally such Boards_as 
might be safely entrusted with largely extended po_wers is by forming School Districts as 
·we propose. 

127. There· is ·another reason, and, from the teacher's point of view, a very important 
one, why District Boards havi_ng control over two or more schools should work better than 
the present School Boards,-there would be less risk of injustice to the teacher through 
local ill-feeling or the influence of loral cliques. It is quite possible for a school conductor 
to be eminently popular with the people genei·ally, and yet to be in disfavour with a 
majority of a Local Board. · It is possible, and even probable, that in any enquiry 
instituted into the conduct of a teacher, or management of a school, local feeling and local 
tittle-tattle may bias a strictly Local Board, and deprive it of that rigid judicial equity 
which judges every case upon its merits. Teachers, we have reason to know, entertain 
this opinion. 

128. Mor~over, it should be pointed out that the system of District Boards has been to 
some extent introduced ·already. Reference to the list of Boards will show that many 
whose names appear therein are members, not of one, but of several Local· Boards. 
And surely, in the appointment _of such Boards, it is only just and. i~ consonance 
•with the great principles of cmistitutional government, that the people who provide the 
funds for maintaining our school system-the taxapayers__:_should have a voice in the 
election of that agency which controls education. This principle ·has already been adopted 
in other countries than Australia. Canada has it ; and, turning from British p~ssessions, 
we find it adinitted in Prussia and Holland. · The popularjudgment may, we think, be safely 

, trusted to decide between· two or more candidates. We have Dr. Butler's support as to 
electio~ of members, and, practically, as to substitution of District fo1· Local Boards. 
(Evidence 14, 15, p. 53). 

. i 

129. With one exception, to be hereafter referred to, we are unanimous as to the powers Powers of District 

that ·should be extended to District Boards, and, with some slight modifications, we Boards. 

endorse the recommendations of the Select Committee of 1882 in tl:iis respect (Clauses 
I. to VIII., Appendix 1.) The Local Boards, with very few exceptions, adopt this view 
as to all the clause_s. The teachers are greatly in favour of all but Clauses I. and II. ( as 
to both of which, however, many are favourable to the extensions proposed); and the 
evidence throughout shows ·the.necessity of giving due authority iflocal supervision and 
ilii:ection are to be of any effect. 
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Clause L we would adopt as it stands. 

. Clause II.· To this we would propose to add-" The District Board shall be 
€mpowered to suspend,. pending investigation, any teacher against whom a.prima .facie 
case of gross immorality has been made out." 

·But it is in respect of a portion of this clause as it now stands that w·e cannot 
aITive at a unanimous conclusion. ').'hree of us take exception to that portion which runs 
thus : . "And similarly the recommendation by a Local(? District) Board that a teacher 
shall be removed or dismissed should, at least, be regarded as adequate reason for the 
removal of. such teacher." Their objections are that such a regulation would conflict 
with, and tresspass upon, the functions of the Board of Patronage, ·and might possibly 
injure the teacher by causing his transfer to an inferior school. The contention of two 
-0f us is that sµch a provision is necessary in the interests of the teacher. It is, they 
think, trndesirable that a teadier against whom a. District Board had directed such a 
recommendation should continue, even to a limited extent, under the control of that 
Board. It could hardly be expected that, if retained in his school untouched by the 
District Board's indictment, he would receive thereafter such generous support and cordial 
~o-operation of the local authorities as are indispensable to a teacher's successful discharge 
of his duties. The greater the injustice done to the teacher in the first instance by the 
District Board's recommendation, the greater. the degree of injustice he would have to 
fear from that Board tlrnnceforth. However much honesty of purpose might characterise 
that Board there would be a prejudice against him, all the stronger, perhaps, by reason 

· of that very honesty-for honest men are not infrequently wrong-headed and obstinate, 
and not quite exceptionally vindictive. On the· other hand, there is reason to believe that 
the Board of Patronage would give fair consideration t_o such recommendations in this 
respect as the District Board might make. 

· Unfortunately; many of the teachers questioned in writing have misunderstood the 
woi·ding of this clause, and t_aken the term " removal" as synonymous with " dismissal" 
not seeing that remova) only involves transfer to some· other (possibly even a more 
remunerative) scl10ol. But_ those teachers to whom the true purport of the clause has been 
explained have fully recognised the justice of this portion and its desirability in the 
teacher's interest. 

Clause III. we would adopt as it stands. 

.Clause IV. As to this clause we would propose such amplifications as would make 
'it run thus :-" To the District Boards should be given the power of cl_osing the school 
upon ai:J.y emergency arising to necessitate such a coui·se; also of giving a holiday.for one 
day, and of excusing the attendance of children whose labour during harvest or potato 
planting is necessary to their parents or relatives, provided that every child so exempted 
shall attend the schooi at least 60 days d11ring the l;alf-year in which the exemption is 
allowed.'' 

Clause V. This we would recommend, with the addition of a proviso that_ the District 
Board, in permitting· the school to be so used, shall be responsible for its cleaning and the 
safe keeping of it and all the school ~pplianc~s therein: · 

. Clause VI. This we would adopt in its entirety, understanding that inspection does 
not include examination, which is the peculiar function of the Inspector. 

Clause VIi. To this clause we would add a proviso that the establishment of Night 
Schools be with the teacher's approval. 

Clau~e VIII. This clause we would recommend, in the following modified form :-"To 
Disfrict Boards should be entrusted the power of arranging for firing and petty repairs, a 
sufficient sum being allotted in each case by the Minister of Education, such surris being 
:fixed by scale in accordance with the nine classes of schools." (Note.-In South Australia 
the teacher receives an allowance for this purpose.) And to these powers we would 
propose to add the following :-
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Cl!!,use· IX. District Boa,rds shall be empowered to fix the period duri.ilg which the 
long vacation shall b.e held, with the view of adapting the holiday to local· 

labo.ur .l'equirements .. 

130. 1n conferri_ng_these powel's upon District Boards it should be understood that Duties of District 
Boards. they. are accompa:µied by the folloW;ing duties and responsibilities :-

1. To meet at least once a month for the dispatch 9f business. 

2. To inspect each school twice a year, and submit report of such inspection to the. 
·Director of Education, · 

3. To exercise general care of the school buildings and appliances. 

4. To effect petty repairs within limit of · sanctioned independent expenditure, and 
recommend to Minister of Education.all nec·essary repairs and improvements 
that are beyond that limit. · · 

5. To see that the schools of their district are conducted in accordance with regula
tion, and to report to Director any breach of rule. 

6. ·To take active steps for enforcement of the compulsory clause against all persons 
liable thereto who may evade or defy the law. 

7. To investigate any complaint brought against the teacher and report result. to the 
Board of Patronage. 

8. To keep up a register of all children of school age in each school area in prescribed 
form ; such register for each school to be kept in the school concerned, and 
open to inspection of departmental officers. 

9. To endorse c~rtificates of efficiency granted by Inspecto~·, and note m register 
above referred to. 

' . 

131. Th:e evidence before us conclusively shows that a wide-spread feeling exists ~s to Council of Education. 

the necessity of reconstituting the Council of Education upon a broader basis and more 
liberal principles. This feeling· is to be found in· the Council itself. The ex-President 
says : "It is too narrow." The Rev. 1V. H. Savigny says: "I think the basis of the 
Council should be widened and the mode of• election· altered." The Rev. R. D. 
Poulett-Harris has placed before the Commissioners a scheme of reconstruction 
(Appendix 2), which, with certain modificitions accepted by him, we would recom-
mend for adoption. Of the 24 written replies to the Question 21 (Appendix 21), "Do 
you approve of the constitution of the Council of Education?" four only are in the 
affirmative ; the remainder express more or less dissatisfaction with the present constitution 
of tl1_at body. The Rev. J. C. vVhall thus expresses his opinion: "I think the present 
principle of co-optation, which makes the Coun~il a close society and gives it the sole 
power of electing its own members, so astoundingly bad that I am astonished it should 
have been adopted, and that having been once adopted it should not haye long ago been 
given up. It is not surprising that such a body should fail to enjoy the confidence of the 
public, as it presents the spectacle of what is practically a private body administering 
public affairs." . . 

132. We would propose that the Council be reconstituted upon a wider basis, and be 
made an electi v_e instead of a co-optative body. The scheme we recommend is as follo~s :
" The Council to consist of 15 members ( of whom five shall retire annualiy), elected by a 
Senate whlch shall be open to all permanent residents of Tasmania who are (1) Judges of 
the Supreme Court, (2) Graduates of any British or Colonial University, (3) Barristers 
of any English Inn of Cqurt, ( 4) Medical Graduates or Fellows of British or Colonial 
Medical Colleges, and (5) all such persons of superior attainments·as shall ·be elected by the 
Senate upon the nomination of two me~bers. The P1·esident. to be elected for two years 
by the united votes of the CounciI'and Senate, his election being conducted together with 
those of the four other Councillors required to fill the vacancies of the year. Vote by 
proxy to be permitted for the convenience of country members. 
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133. By this method, the Senate, growing with the growth of the Colony, would, i~ the 

course of time, become a strong and· important body. Even in the present it should 
command a sufficient number of able and cultured men to atta~n very creditable 
.proportions. It would provide a wider field of selection for the .Council than now- exists. 
The Council would be recruited year by year from the Senate by a more popular.form ot 
electiop.; and the objectionable close borough system would be abolished . 

. 134. The ordinary business of the Council might be transacted by tiie Council and 

Senate sitting together ; all extraordinary matters being subjected in the first instance to the 
consideration of the Council and Senate sitting separately. In the event of disagreement 
resulting out of votes by order, the two bodies should unite for final disposal of the points 
of difference, the view of the Council being accepted unless a two-thirds majority of the 
combined votes were given against it. 

135. The result of a visit paid by three of the Commissioners to a newly erected public 
school was the impression that interior arrangements had in that instance been sacrificed to 
external appearance. Windows were placed at inconvenient heights and in inconvenient 
situations· as to the interior, because of the architect's desire to obtain symmetry of the 

fa9ade,-giving colour to the idea that when it was planned the architect, having finished 
tlrn elevation with el::J,borate care, fitted the ground plan in anyhow. We think greater 
attention should be paid to interior comfort and economy of space. We would also desire 
to express our disapproval of the arrangements by which, in some schools, boys and girls 
are obliged to use a common closet. 

136. We are of opinion that Public Libraries should be brought within the scope and 
under the control _of the Educational Department here, as in New Zealand. During the 
last Parliamentary Session of Tasmania the desirability of according State aid to public 
libraries was_ acknowledged by a vote which has not, so far, been applied to the purpose for 
which it was placed upon the Estimates. It is only proceeding one step further to vest 
the distribution of such grants in a responsible department that should directly interest 
itself in the libraries aided by public money. 

137. Again accepting New Zealand as a model, Tasmania should, we think, anticipate 
future educational requirements by timely reservation of Crown lands. Not only might 
these reserves be set aside for future school premises, but blocks of land ( of 300 acres 
each) might, in newly settled localities, be assigned to the Department of Education to be 
held in trust for rental or future sale when·the value, without any outlay for improvement, 
would have increased three-fold or more. We do not feel very strongly the necessity 
or desirability of these larger reserves. In any case, whether by rental or sale of Crown 
lands, or by other means, the public estate must provide the funds required for edt1cational 
purposes ; and it may be questioned whether the national purse would not ultimately be 
the poorer rather than richer, by the withdrawal of Crown land from immediate settle
ment. 

138. Seeing how much Tasmania owes to her mineral wealth, and how greatly her 
fhture prospei'ity depends upon the success of her mining-industry, we cannot but consider 
that a School of Mines occupies a very prominent position among educational desiderata. 
Tasmania has, even· now, had serious and costly experience of the inefficiency of many 
prospectors and mining managers. Thousands have been lost by investments in :vorthless 
claims upon the recommendation of pseudo experts, _whose ignorance of geology and 
mineralogy were greater than their moral scruples ; thousands have been absolutely 
wasted by unskilful management of claims that might, under the_ methodical treatment of 
competent men, prove remunerative. And this condition of things cannot long continue 
without very deplorable and unnecessary consequences. "It must cause heavy loss of 
capital, depreciation of mining stock, and rel~ctance on the part of the public to invest in 
any mines whatever ; and it may have the effect of retarding the development of our 
mineral resources and the national progress for many years. 
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139. In the Report of the Director of the Bendigo School of Mines for April, 188_3, it. 
is said : -" A few well-trained students on leaving the school would be able t~ · accompiish 
much useful work i;n the district in connection with gold mining. · It has been frequently 
urged that mining managers should have assays made of. the tailings at short intervals in 
order to ascer~ain what proportion of gold is_ lost. If it be shown even in one case that a 
modification of the appliances used for saving gold could be effect~"tl at no great cost, s.uch 
as- to ensure higher ·returns, the benefit to the inine0 owner, and. indirectly to the country, 
would be great." 

140. The primary object of the Bendigo School of Mines is thus defined_: "To impart a 
thorough training in all branches of theoretical and practical sciences directly bearing on 
the mining industry-the theory and practice of mining, mine management, m~ning 
surveying and mining e~gine~ring ; to hold periodical _examinations and issue certificates 
of competency in the various subjects taught, which certificates will be guarantees to the 
public that the _holders are thoroughly reliable in their work to the extent of their 
certificate:" 

141. Ballarat and Sandhurst have_ their Schools of Mines, and good work is done by 
them at a very trifling relative cost to the ·state. The fees paid by students, the fees for 
certificates and assays, and voluntary contributions by mining companies and persoIJ.s 
interested in mining, constitute revenues that, to a considerable extent, make these 
institutions self-supporting. 

142. And in Tasmania, where (as Mr. Thureau points out) there is special need and 
special opportunities for a School of Mines, _such a school should within two or -three year,; 
of its establishment_ be almost, if not quite, self-supporting. Nor need the first cost of 
starting the school be a very serious charge_ to the State. Mr. Tlmreau_ (Evidence, p. 49) 
has submitted a scheme by which it is proposed that the Government should grant a subsidy 
of £2500 for a building, ·apparatus, books, and other necessaries, and, for a limited term of 
years, a further _annual ~ontribution of £3 for every £1 subscribed by the public. But 
we may fairly question whether an annual ~ubsidy of £3 for £1 will be required·:' we 
regard it as almost certain that the mining community will take up the matter in such a 
liberai spirit that a State contribution of £3 to £2 will be amply sufficient. It is possible 
also that by utilising the services of Mr. Thureau and the Government Analyst at tlie 
outset, the expenditure upon salai·ies may be kept within very narrow limits_ withoi.1t 
sacrificing efficiency. 

143. If only for the convenience of having ores, &c. tested in the Colony by battery or 
skilled analysis, the mining public should welcome such an instituti_on ; and in view to its 
establishment "in a town as near as possible to mines in full operation" [ Mr. Thureau, 
Clause (6), p. 49], we would recommend that Launceston be selected for the site, as b~ing 
within easy distance of Beaconsfield, and Lefroy ; the most _centrically situated for 
Northern mining generally; and the only town besides Hobart where ore is sm_elted. 

144: While._asking for consideration of Mr. Thureau's scheme at large, we would call 
especial attention to tl~e suggestion he makes in the last paragraph of p. 49 ; viz., " that a 
clause be inserted in . thf:l Tasmanian Mining Regulations making it obligatory that all 
persons conducting mining, ore-dressing,· and _ore-smelting processes as managers, shall 
either procl~1ce satisfactory evidence of.their fitness, or else qualify' themselves at the School 
of Mines within a period of three years_after the school has been initiated." Although 
Mr. Thureau's proposed clause is impracticable to _its foll extent at the present time and 
under present conditions, it points to the nec.essity of some action in the direction 
indic~tecl; and if compµlsory education be justifiable in any case, it may safely be so 
considered when the ignorance it would remove Jui.sfor its effect the sacrifice not only of 
the fortunes but of the lives of men. 

145. We have throughout our inquiry had always in our minds the desirability of Agricultural School. 

turning education to the best practical account by technical and industrial teaching ; and 
an Agricultural School has been one of the institutions that have come under· our 
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consideration. But although we· fully appreciate the value of such a school for both 
scientific and practical instruction-although we see how greatly Tasmanian farming needs 
improvement-we do not at this time feel justified in recommending that such a school or 
college should be originated by the State. It will be sufficient, we think, that the· 
Government subsidise an institution or ·the sort when private enterprise shall have 
established it. It cannot be said of an Agricultui·al School, as of a School of Mines, that 
its absence entails a constantly-recurring and· disastrous loss fo the community whici1 might 
be immediately, and to _a great extent, avoided by means within ou.r reach. · 

146 .. From the evidence before us it would appear that the Boys' Home does excellent 
work in bringing up boys as agricultural labourers, and this is something in the direction 
of Agricultural Schools ; but we are informed ( as indeed we know from our own ex
perience) that the local demand for lads so taught fai· exceeds the small supply sent forth 
from the Home. Industrial Schools and Reformatories of the future may add to this 
supply ; and we would suggest that the New Town- Farm be turned to greater account as 
a model farm for the training of youth in farm work. 

147. The Boys' Home and the Girls' ~ndustrial School are doing good service as they 
now exist : the latter, we are told, trains good· domestic servants, who are always in 
demand. We are of opinion, deferring to the views expressed by those who know these 
Institutions and the Ragged Schools well, that it would be unwise for the State to take 
under its direct charge any of these institutions now so ably ~onducted by private agency. 

148. Owing to the nature of the endowments that maintain Christ's College, it may 
appear doubtful whether this educational institution comes within the scope of our inquiry. 
But even if we assume that Parliament, as keeper of the public purse, has no power over 
the funds of C¾rist's College, that College occupies a too prominent and too phenomenal 
position in the whole system of Tasmanian Education to escape public attention and public 
criticism, and it is possible that the exp·i·ession of public opinion may effect that which was 
vain~y sought through Parliamentary ii1tervention in the Sessio1i of 1882. 

149. Christ's College-most ambitious of purpose...:..._is at present all bui impotent in 
achievement. Its very able ·warden is saddened by its failure. The most that its 
ap_ologists can say in its favour is that it is not wanted. Let us see what others have to 
say about it. The Rev. W. H. Savigny qbserves (Evidence, Question 14, p. 11)-" In 
spite of the known abilities of its present Warden, Christ's College is, to my thinking, 
positively injurious to the cause of education." The Rev. R. D. Poulett-Harris says 
(Question 10, j>. 36) the best thing to do with it is to close it, and husband the 
endowments until a better opportunity shall arise for attempting to establish a University. 
The Ven. Archdeacon Hales (Question 14, p. 42), fully concurs in the recommendation of 
the Christ's College. Select Committee of 1882-" That Christ's College be· closed and 
the revenue husbanded." In his replies to previous questions l{e expresses his opinion 
that the College does not fulfil the intentions of the founders, explaining this, and the 
causes which have led to the failure of the College hitherto. The Hon. H. Butler says 
(Qi:iestion 4, p. 53)-" I do not think that Chrisfs College as at present constituted has 
any beneficial influence upon the cause of education ; and I think this has been proved 
by-the very limited extent to which the colonists have availed themselves of such oppor
tunities as it affords ;" and being asked to what causes he attributes this failure (Question 
5) says-'' That the_ Institution does not rest upon any fundamental regulations which can 
cause its acceptation by the general public, nor are the definitions of the· modes of 
examination sufficie~tly clear to show what the outcome of an education in this establish
ment would be." Mr. Wa_lker (Question 14, p. 4), shows how one of the intentions of 

• the founders of 1846 has been. disregarded-viz., that "the_ College was to be in the 
..:.:>,mtry, and not in: the town;'' and in answer to the same question, points out a graceful 
means of exit by which the College can escape fron{ its present false position. The scheme 
under ,vhich the Institution was re-opened, with the sanction of the Supreme Court of this 
Colony, provides only for a provisional or interim, mode of government until the College 
is incorporated." It should not be a task beyond the powei·s of the College Council to 

put a stop to this interim, and very unsuccessful, mode of government. 
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150. In concluding. our remarks upon Christ's College, we would call attention- to the 

very effective results of husbanding the College revenues during the period between its closure 
'1t,Bishopsborne and re-opening in Hobart-( vide· Report of the Christ's College Select 
Committee:of 1882) ; and deprecate waste of the improved estate upon the education of 
some three scholars. 

l5L We will now recapitulate our recommendations in brief:-

1. ( a.) That Public Education in Tasmania be compulsory, the scl10ol ages (7 to 14) Education compul

and compulsory distance ( two miles radius) prescribed by the present Regu- sory, 

lations being adhered to, provided that District Boards shall have authority 
to extend the distance to three miles. 

(b.) That a "standard of regular attendance" of 40 days per quarter (subject to 
· reduction by District Board to 60 days during the half-year) be prescribed. 

( c.) That a. "standard of efficiency" shall be prescribed, the attainment of which 
. shall authorise a_ child to receive a certificate of emancipation from furtl1er 

compulsory attendance. · 

(d.) That exemptions from attendance, 1 to 4, mentioned in.paragraph 55, be laid 
down by law. 

(e.) That the penalties for breach of the compulsory clause be, for the first offence, 
a fine of 5s., and for every subsequent offence, fine of 20s. ; ii: default of 
which, seven days' and fourteen days' imprisonment respectively. 

· 2. That-Pi.lbiic Primary Education be free, the whole charge thereof being met ont Free. 

of Consolidated Revenue. 

3 .. ( a.) That the State Schools retain their present secular character, existing Regu- Secular. 

lations being only modified to the extent of making the sanctioned Bible 
teaching optional to the teacher. 

(b.) The Regulation which prohibits a teacher's preaching witl1jn- seven miles of 
his school to be amended or rescinded; but whether such preaching should 
be wholly prohibited, or left to the teacher's option, ~e are not agreed (see 
paragraphs 102-5). 

4. (a.) That the present Curriculum of om· Public Schools be ·retained at the present Curiiculum. 

standard, greater attention being given to technical teaching and object 
lessons, and further consideration to the abolition of the Irish National 
Board Books and Royal Readers. 

(b.) Drill and ·gymnastics to be more fully recognised as part of the educational 
course. 

5. (a.) That all Teachers of Public Schools. not specially exempted be required to Teachers. 

qualify for appointment and promotion by examination ; and that (after a 
period of grace) no Teacher shall be retained in the servi~e unless he holds 
the ne.cessary certificate of his grade . 

. (b.) That Teachers' salaries be increased as proposed in paragraph 98 ; the fixed 
salary being supplemented by (1) results payment not exceeding half salary, 
(2) bonus for training Teachers and Pupil Teachers, a_nd (3) pension upon 
retirement after 15 years' service. 

6. That the number of Pupil Teachers be increased to meet the requirements of Pupil Teachers. 

schools, and that preferen,ce be given to Pupil Teachers in making appoint-
ments to teacherships. . 

7. That, to meet pressing necessities, the training of a limited number- of Teachers be Training School. 

immediately undertaken at the best Public Schools of the'Colony; the 
interest of the P .. T. Smith Endowment being applied to maintenance of 
one such Teacher. 
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8. Tliat all' Private Elementary Schools be licensed, and the masters ( or mistresses) ~-----
required to kee~~!-'~~!~~1:_~~ ~-~~ pupils; that such schools 
and registeis be subject to examination and inspection by the Departmental 
Inspector, who shall be emp~~·ed to orde~y ii:t;_~y~structed 
children to be sent to a Public School. 

9. (a.) That while it is, for the present, unnecessary to establish State_ Superior 
Schools, it is desirable to increase the grants by which Superior Education 
is encouraged, as follows :-

Two of £100 each, tenable for four years, to be added. 

Twelve now prescri_bed to be awarded without the present insistence · 
as to sex of the recipi_ent. 

(b.) That the Scholarships be open to all candidates who have resided in tlie 
Colony during the five years preceding the· examination; and that it is 
necessary to make this clear by amendment of the present law, and, in any 
case, .to define with greater exactitude what constitutes a "youth of 
Tasmania " within the meaning of the Act. 

10. (a:) That it is absolutely necessary that immediate action be taken to extend the 
advantages of moral and intellectual training by means of (1) Industrial 
Schools for destitt1te and neglected chiidren and habitual truants, and (2) 
Reformatories for youthful offenders and children of depraved habits. 

(/ 

I 

(b.) That the Educational System be extended in respect of (1) Half-time and 
Third-time Schools, and (2) Evening Schools. 

(c.) That there be an extension of the Public School classes to provide greater 
facilities for infant teaching, the Kinde1:garten system· being -introduced 
into such infant classes. 

(d.) That a School of Mines be established in Launceston. 

(e.) That the New 'l'own Farm be conducted as a Model Farm, with the view of 
making it in some degree an Agricultural School. 

ll. That Public Libraries be aided by the State, and regarded as _appertaining to the 
general scheme of Public Education, 

12. That timely reservations of Crown. land be made for future requirements as to 
school premises, and also to provide an Education Fund in the future .. 

13. (a.) That the central control be vested in a :Minister of the C1·own, who will 
be aided by a paid Director a11d a Board of Patl'onage and Advice; the 
Board, in conjunction with the Minister and Director, having sole and 
entire authority in respect of the appointments, promotion, reduction, 
dismissal, reward, and punishment of T~achers. 

(b.) That the Board of Patronage and Advice be constituted of Members of 
District Boards elected by votes of all District Boai·ds in the Colony; 
Members of this Board to receive their travelling ·expenses and a fixed 
foe for attending- each Board Meeting. 

14. · That the local supervision of Public Schools be e11trusted to District School 
Boards; such a.Board (of6 or 9 Members) being elected for each School 
District proclaimed by the Governor in Council; candidates to be 
elected by the ratepay<Jrs of the district. 

15. That the following powers be conferred upon District Sclwol Boards·:-
!. All commuuications or reports made by or to the Teachers to pass through 

the District Board. 

II. While the power of appointment and promotion of Teachers is vested in the 
Boa1·d of Patronage and Advice, no appointment should be made to~or 
promotion in a Public School without the approval of the District Board. 
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The District ~oard should be empowered to suspend, pending investiga
_tion, any Teacher against whom a prima facie case of gross immorality 
has been made out 

III. District Boards to decide whether the minimum or maximum ages of com
pulsory attendance require hlteration to meet the particular circumstances 
of their .district; also, of extending the radius prescribed for compulsory 
atteudance where local conditions make such alteration desirable. 

IV. To District Boards should be given the power of closing the school upon· 
any emergency a1·ising to necessitate such. a course; also, of giving a 
holiday of one day, and of excusing the attendance of children whose 
labour, during harvest or potato planting, is necessary to their parents 
or relatives, provided that ev_ery child so exempted shall attend the 
school at least 60 days during that half-year in which the exemption 
is allowed. 

V. District Boards may authorise the use of a Public School (out of school 
hours) for other than school purposes, provided that they become 
responsible for the cleaning necessitated by such use, and the safe 
keeping ofit and all the school appliances therein when thus used .. 

VI. District Boards to inspect their schools twice· a year, and submit a report of 
such inspection to the Director of Education ; .a copy of such report 
being given to the Teacher for his information and any necessary com-
ment or explanation. ' 

VII. The power of establishing Ni~ht Schools, in conformity with Regulations, . 
and with the Teacher's approval. 

VIII. The power of arranging for firing and petty repairs,. a sufficient sum being 
allotted in each case by the Minister of Education according to the class 
of school. 

IX. District Boards to fix the period during which the long vacation shall be 
held, with the view of adapting the holiday to local labour requirements. 

16. That the District Board be required t? perform the duties defined in Paragraph Duties. 

132. 

17. That greater attention is necessary to interior arrangements of school accom- School buildings. 

modation and to the offices provided for the children. 

18. That the time not having arrived for a Tasmanian University, it is desirable to Council of Education, 

extend the basis and libei'alise the mode of election of the Council, while 
strengthening it, by creating, out of a larger body of Members, both a Council 

. and a Senate. The Council and President to be elected from among the 
Members of the Senate. The Senate to consist of persons selected or elected 
in the manner described in Paragraph 130. 

19. That, in the interests of both education and humanity, a Factory Employe Law be· Factory Employe 

enacted, whereby the employment of children of less than 12 years of age in Law. 

factories shall be prohibited. 

Given under our hands this 19th day of June, 1883. 

E; N. C. BRADDON, Chairman. 
R. D. POULETT-HARRIS, M.A.: 
JAMES SCOTT. 
W. H. D. ARCHER, B.A., M.L. 
STAFFORD BIRD. 

1 



xlvii 

Sin, 
Speaker's I!,oom, House of Assembly, 8th March, 1883. 

IN order that Mr. H. T. Me.ning, Secretary to the Royal Commission on Education, may be placed in a 
position to accompany Members of the Commission on such tours of inspection as they may be called upon to make, 
I have the honor to request that the Hon. the Speaker may be asked to relieve Mr. Maning from his dutie1- as 
Clerk Assistant of the House of Assembly whenever and for as long as he may be in attendance upon- the 
Commission. 

The Hon: the Chief Secretary. 

Sin, 

I ha-ve the honor to be, 
Sir, 

Your obedient Servant; 
E. N. C. BRADDON, Chairman. 

- Speaker's Room, House of Assembly, 9th March, 1883. 

- I HAVE the honor to forward herewith a copy of a Resolution unanimously carried at a meeting of the Royal 
Commission on Education held to-day, and to request that the sum asked for thereby be placed at the disposal of 
the Royal Commission. 

I have, &c._ 

The Hon. the Chief Secretary. 
STAFFORD BIRD, 

Pro (Jhairman of the Commission. 

"That the sum of £100 being wholly insufficient to cover the expenses of the Royal Commission (the 
Members of which have to travel over a considerable portion of the other Colonies), the Chief Secretary be 
requested to place a further sum of £400 at the disposal of the Commission." 

L. 980. 
Chief Secretary's_Office, Hobart, l0tlt Marclt, 1883. 

Srn, 
I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 8th instant, in which you request that the 

Hon. the Speaker may be asked to relieve Mr. H. T. Maning, the Secretary appoi_nted to the Royal Commission on 
Education, of bis duties as Clerk Assistant of the House of Assembly whenever necessary to enable him to 
accompany the Commissioners on such tours of inspection as they may be called upon to make. 

In · reply, · I have to inform you that the Government, when recommending His Excellency to issue the 
Commission, did not contemplate the Members undertaking tours of inspection, but .designed that the meetings 
should be held in Hobart, under which circumstances it would be unnecessary to apply for leave of absence for 
Mr. Maning. 

E. N. C. BRADDON, Esquii-e, M.H.A., Chairman Royal 
Commission on Education, House of Assembly. 

L. 980. 
SIR, 

I have, &c. 
W.R. GIBLIN, 

For Chief Secretary, absent. 

Chief Secretary's Office, Hobart, 13th !ff arch, 1883. 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 9th instant, forwarding copy of a 
Resolution passed at a meeting of the Royal Commission on Education requesting that an additional sum of 
£400 be placed at the disposal of the Commission to cover the expenses of the Commissioners when travelling over 
portions of the other Colonies. 

In reply, I have to inform yoµ that, as mentioned in my communication of tlie 10th instant, the Government 
never contemplated that the Commissioners would hold their meetings elsewhere than in Hobart, or that they 
would propose to visit the other Colonies in quest of information, and they are not prepared to recommend the 
expenditure of Public funds for the purpose indicated in your letter. 

E. N. C. BRADDON, Esquire, M.H.A., Chairman of the 
Royal Commission_ on Education. 

SIR, . 

I have, &c. 
W.R. GIBLIN, 

For Chief Secretary, absent. 

Speaker's Room, Hobart, 3rd April, 1883. 

IN reply to your No. 980 of the 10th .ultimo, I have the honor, on behalf of the Royal Commission, 
reconsideration by -the Government of their letters of the 8th and 9th idem, and the resolution referred 
latter communication. 

to solicit 
to in the 

In reiterating their proposal to visit the other Colonies (for the purpose of acquiring local and personal 
knowledge of the working of the other colonial educational systems), the Commissioners are moved by an- earnest 
conviction that such extended enquiry is absolutely necessary to the effective discharge of the duty eonsigned to 
them. Fully appreciating the very great importnnce to the country of the subject they are dealing with, they 
would respe_ctfully deprecate such restriciion of their enquiries as would be certain to reduce the value of the results. 
They naturally desire to make their Report as full and as convincing in its terms as possible, and strongly feel that it 
would be false and absolutely wasteful economy to place too narrow a limit on the materials out of which that 
Report will have to be prepared. _ 
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• ·The.Commissioners would prefer that.,their.Roport should be_ condemned for its faulty treatment of adeqUll.te 
i.nd accurate data rather than have its deficiencies excused by insufficiency of means and opportunities. 

. . To demonstrate the necessity of.person!J.l_· eli:qui,ry.m~de ·.upon th!),,spot,- I· would .instance, the, Colony of .New 
Sonth Wales. There. a new. ·edµcational ·sy~tem, came,ip.to force -in, 1880; whereby- were introduced many radical 
changes identical, to a.considerable extent, w:ith_thos_e recommended by._the 'l:asmanum.Select.Committee of 1882. 

By the new Jaw of 1880 in Ne.w. South-, Wales,-.the chief control of the educational system was vested in a 
Minister of Public Instruction ; the Central Board (or Council Qf Education) was dissolved ; the public schools of 
the Colony were grouped .as !;,chool:Districts under District Boards, old School Boards appointed for each several 
schools beirta dissolved, and the teachers were remunerated by fixed ialaries instead of.mixed payments· by salaries 
aild fees. " . . . , . . . 

Now it is, your Commissioners think, of the utmost im:portance that they should see for. themselves, and see 
thoronghly, how this new_ system works, and the, extent t? which it has proved e~ec_ti':e. In _theory-, the syst~m 
approves itself to our· mmds as excellent. We would Judge. for ourselves what 1t 1s m practice,-1ts defect~, its 
successes, and its popularity. Of the practical:1!0.rki~g ,of t~e ·_system, the_ .NE)w: South Wale~ Rep(Jrt_s -and other 
papers at our. disvosal, ,.coi:iplete. as they may be, m, th_eu;, theoretical aspect,. afford hardly any_ mformat10n. A, few 
hours spent m conversation witji In~pectors, Public School Teachers, and Member~ of District Boards of New 
South Wale11, would give more information of & practical character than a life-long study of Blue Books and 
Returns, and would, as to many poirits, be· -the only means by which an accurate and independent opinion could 
~e urived O:t. · · 

As a somewhat analogous case, I may mention that when, in 1859, a Royal Commission was appointed to enquire 
into the condition of the Public Sch(lols,.in Englai;i.d (no _mention being made .of an enquiry extending beyond Great 
Britain), Mr. Matthew Arnc,ld was sent.as Assistant_CoI!J-missioner. to France,,Switzerland,.and Holland, to.study the 
systems in operation in. those countries. _ • ' · 

·· · . Now, as regards the Tasmanian Royal Commission, there are three reason3 why the Commissioners should 
travel in other countries which did not obtain (at any rate to tlie same extent) in the case of Mr . .Arnold,-

!. The Tasmanian Commissioners are especially enjoined to enquire into the condition of education in the 
neighbo.uring Colonies. 

2 .. The educational systems existing in the Colonies of .Australia are oi more recent introduction than those 
established in F_rance, Switzerl_and, and Holla~d when Mr . .Arnold visited those countries. 

·s. The information to be got from Colonial Blue. Books and educational papers is. necessarily less complete and 
of smaller p~actica! utility than_ that whi?h flows. from· t,he -very ample sources of those European 
countries which are m the van of the educ11.t10nal movement. · , 

Your Commissi~n Ian ~nly assu~e that. it is o~ .the score of·. expense that their field of observation. wow.Id be 
restricted to Tasinania, and they would respectfully urge that the saving of £150 or £200 by such a limitation 
would, be the worst kind of ec?nomy. · 

By the restriction of the Commissioners' sittings to Hobart there will result an absolute waste of money · for if 
in the examination of witnesses living in Launceston and its neighbourhood, the sittings were held in Laun~eston 
_there ·would be a direc~ su~stantial saving in the cost of witnesses. . · 

There are many arguments that might be advanced in support of the position taken by ·the Commission in this 
matter, but of these I will only advance what would seem the most conclusive, viz.,-the necessity of obtaining 
information by viva 1,oce examination of witnesses.· This·necessity is•.fully admitted in respect of the enquiry into 
the 'fasmanian system. It is so decidedly felt to be essential that many witnesses are now being examined by the 
Roy~! Commission, although a few months ago the Parliamentary Select Committee were engaged in examining 
witnesses on the same subject. If this be the case in respect of a system with which the Commissioners are familiar
a system with which they are or have been officially connected, and which exists in the country wherein they live
how much more essential must. it. be. to examine witnesses ~vhose. llvidence. would show how a foreign system 
worked! 

_SIR, 

E. N. C. BR.ADDON. 
R. D. POULE'fT-H.ARRIS. 
J.AMES SCOTT. 
B. ST.AFFORD BIRD. 

C!tief Secretary's Office, Hobart, 17tlt April, 1883. 

· I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 3rd instant; -requesting, on- behalf of the 
Royal Commission on Educatiun, a reconsideration by the Government of their letters of the 8th and 9th idem and 
the resolution referred to in the latter communication,·· · · ' 

In reply, I desire to say that, after a full consideration of the reasons given by you, the Government still adhere 
to the opinion that it is not necessary the Commission should visit the adjacent Colonies to make personal enquiries 
-on the subject of education, as the voluminous reports and other documents received from South Australia, Victoria 
New South Wales, Queensland, and New Zealand,-'-and which· have been placed at the service of the Commissioners ~ 
1,hould in themselves "be adequate to,.enable the Commission to form a correct judgment, prac_tically as well' as 
theoretically, of the working of the educational systems in force in those Colonies. · • 

.Alth~ugh it was originally contemplated that t~e. (?ommissione~s shou~d hold _their me~tings only in Hobart, if 
they consider that good results_wo;uld follo"'. fro1!1 v1s1tmg and takmg· eVIdence .m other parts of the Colony, the 
Government would offer no ohJect10n t1i,the1r domg so. , · · · 

' . 1~h 
E~ N. C. BRADDON, Esquire, M.H.A., C!tairman WM. MOORE. 

· Royal Commission on Education. · 
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MINUTES OF MEETINGS. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 1, 1883. 

The Commission met in the Speaker's Rooms; House of Assembly, at 2 P.M. 

Present.--:-Messrs. E: N: C. Braddon, B. S. Bird, and the Revs. James Scott and R. D. Harris. 
Mr. Braddon laid upon the Table the Commission, together with a letter from the Chief Secretary to· himself, 

dated 81st.January, 1883, forwarding the Commission. . · · 
Letter and Commission read. 
Mr. E. N. C. Braddon was appointed Chairman. 
The Chairman laid upon the table the Report of the Royal Commission on •Education of 1867 (H. A. Paper, 

No. 44). . 

The following Resolutions were agreed to :-
1. That the appointment of Mr. H. T. Maning as Secretary to the Commission be recommended to the Chief 

Secretary. · · 
2. That the Government of this Colony be requested to make arrangements for meeting such expenses as may 

be necessarily incurred in pursuing the enquiries of the Commission. · 
. 8. That the Chief Secretary should be requested to communicate with the Ministers of Education in the 

adjoining Colonies asking them to furnish the Commission with the various . Acts, Reports, and 
Regulations setting forth the history and system of Education in their respective Colonies. 

4. Resolved, That the following witnesses be summoned to give Evidence before ·the Commission :-Rev. J. W. 
Simmons, Friday, 2nd March, 2·15 P.:llr.; Mr. John M'Intyre, Friday, 2nd March, at 3 P.:M.; Mr. 
Jas. B. Walker, Tuesday, 6th March, 11 A.M.; Mr. W. H. Kidd, Wednesday, 7th March, 11 A.M. i 
Rev. W. H. Savigny, Wednesday, 7th March, 2·15 r.:111. 

5. That the Commission should meet on Friday, 2nd March, at 2·15 P.M. 
Adjourned at 1 o'clock P.M. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 2, 1883. 
The Commission met at 2·15 P.111. 

Present.-Mr. E. N. C. Braddon (Chairman), Mr. B. S. Bird, and Revs. James Scott and R. D. Harris. 
The Minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed. . 
A request from Mr. John M'Intyre, to be excused giving Evidence before the Commission, is read and acceded 

to. 
A letter from the Secretary of the Board of Education, with books used in the system of public education in 

. Tasmania, was laid upon the table, and read. . . . 
The Rev. J. W. Simmons was called in and examined. 
The Rev. J. W. Simmons withdrew. 
_The following Resolutions were agreed to :-

That the ·foliowing ·witnesses be summoned to give Evidence before the Commission.:-Mr. J. Macfarlane~ 
Tuesday, 6th March, 3·15 P.M. ;. Mr. L. Castray, Tuesday, 6th March, 2·15 P.M. 

That the Commission should meet again on Tuesday, 6th March, at ll ·15 A.M. 

· Adjourned at five minutes past 4 o'clock P.M. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 6, 1883. 
The Commission ~et at 11·15 A.M. 

Present.-Mr. Braddon, Rev. James Scott. 
Mr. 13raddon laid letters from the Secretaries to Education Departments in Victoria and New South Wales 

accompanying the books and papers required for the use of the Commission on Education. 
The Minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed. 
Mr. James Backhouse Walker was called in and examined. 
Mr. Walker withdrew. 
The Commission adJourned at ten minutes past 1 P.M. 

The Commission met at fifteen minutes past 2 r.11r. 

Present.-Mr. Braddon, Mr. Bird, Revs. James Scott and R. D. Harris. 
Mr. Luke Richard Castray was called in and examined. 
Mr. Castray withdrew. 
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The following Resolutions were then agreed to:-
Mr. T. Stephens to be summoned for Thursday, 8th instant, at li A..M., and Mr. H. C. Hurst, of ~reen 

Ponds, for 3 P.M. on the same day. ·' 
That· the Chief Secretary be addressed o!l the_ subject of the exI_Jenses·of Members ?f _the Royal Commission 

on Education whilst absent. from their residences on the busmess of that Comm1ss1on, and that he should 
be r~quested that a fixed daily allowance be a~o'Yed_ in additi<?n to actual _tra_velling expenses, thus 
doing away with the unnecessary trouble and mdigmty of having to submit bills for hotel expenses. 
and other charges. · _ _ : :· : ·: : -- ·· ·· 

Mr. John Macfu.rlane was called in and examined. 
Mr. Macfarlane withdrew. -
The Commission adjourned at 5·20 P.M. 

WEDJ;i-ESDA.¥, MARC~ 7; 1883., -
The Commission.met at.ll·J5 A.M. 

Pres~nt.,--Messrs. Bi:-addon, Bird, Archer, imd,the, R~v. James Scot~:. 
The Minut.is of last meeting were read and confirmed. 
Mr. W. H. Kidd was called in and examined. 

_ The Commission adjourned at 1·10 P.M. 

The Commi~sion re-as~embied" at 2· 15 P.M. 

The Re;. W. H. Savigny, of Launceston; was called in and exam~Ile,tl,.,. 
The Rev. W. H. Savigny withdrew. · · · · · · 
Mr. W. H. Kidi ,~as ~ecalled and further ~xamined. 
~r. W,. H. Kidd .withdrew. 
The Com~ssion adjourned at 5·30.r.M. till Thursday,.8th March, at.10.,~,M-

,••-·-·~· ··-- -·-···.-··. 

THURSDi\Y, M;ARCH- 81 1883. . •. 
The Corµmission met at 11·15 A.M.: 

Pr~se~t-~Messrs. Braddon, Bird, Archer, and .the Rey. James Scott., 

The Minutes of Inst meeting were read and confirmed. _ 
The Commission prepareia series of .Questions for submittal to the various School Boards· and Teachers-in the 

-Colony. 
Mr. Thomas Stephens, Chief Inspector of ·schools, ,vas called in and c_onsulted thereon. 
The following Resolution. was agreed to:-

That the Secretary of the Educatiqn.Depl!,rtment.anith~_Hon. P. 0. Fysh be written to, aski,ng tnem to 
forward, for the information of the Commissioners; any Reports, Papersl or .Co_rrespondence they might 
hl!,ye on the suqject_ of the proposed esfablish_ment of a Training School for Teachers: 

The Chairman laid upm1 the tabJe·a letter from the Chief Secre~ary,_ dat~d: the 7th insta~t, informii:ig him that 
-the Government had granted ~100 for the necessary expenses of th~ Commissroiiers; had given to th11m the power 
o_f_ fr~n_k,ing al}g_ using telegraph +ines on public _servic_e;. an9- had app,ointed -Mr .. H. 1'. MaIJing Secretary, as 
requested in letter of the 1st instant. _ · _ . 

Resolved, That the Chief Secretary be written to asking him to relieve Mr. H. T.· Manin~ from his duties as 
Clerk Assistant of the House of Assembly when in attendance on M~mbers of the Commission on any tours of 
inspection they might deem it necessary to make. 

The Commission adjourned at l ·10 P.M. 

The Commission re-assembled at 2,-20 P.M. 

· ~rt;se~t.--Jfess1;s.,Birq, :j:lrad!-10µ, Archer, and_ the Reys. R_D. Harris and James Scott._ 
Resolved, That the following witnesses be summoned :-Mr. W. J, J. Reynolds, Central School, Friday, 9th 

March, 2·30 P.J\I.; Mr. James_ Rule, Inspe!!tor. of _S~h.ools, Friday, 9th March, 10 -A.M. ;· Rev. J. W. Brammall, 
.Sorell; Friday, 9th March, 11·30 A.111. · · 

Mr, H. C. Hurst, of Green Ponds, was called in and examined. . . 
Mr. Hurst withdre'w. 
Resolved, That Messrs. Arche~ and Braddon inspect some of' the schools of the North, and that the other 

Members of the Commission.inspect some of those of" the Sout!:i, during the current month. _ 
· Resolved, That Messrs. Archer, Bird, Scott, and Braddon leave Launceston for Melbourne, and, visit the 
Australian Colonies, by the second·steamer in the first week of April. · • · · _ . 

Resolved, That the sum of £100 being wholly insufficient to cover the expenses of the· Royal Commission on 
E_d,u<;atJo~,,the }fcmber,s _of which_ h11-ve to travel over a cdnsiderable portion of the_ Colonies, _the Chief, Secretary be 
:requested to place a further su!Il _of £.400 at the disposal of th_e Commission. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Education Depa,rtment be_ reque~ted· to procure the following Returns :-
1. Return of certificated Teachers, distinguishing those_ who have been -regularly .trained ·in England or 

elsewhere from those who have obtained certificates of competency under the __ Board of Education, and 
the annual income of each. · 

2. Return of numbers of Pupil Teachers who have passed through their apprenticeship, and the number of 
ex-Pupil Teachers now in charge of schools, and how many of them have obtainedJ certificates of 
competency. . 

'The Commission adjourned at 5·35 till Friday, the 9th March, at 10 A.llI, 

l, , 
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The, Commission met· at 10 A.M. 

Present.-Messrs. Archer, Bird,_and:Rev. James.Scott .. 
In the 11.bsence of Mr. Braddon, Mr. Bird was voted to the Chair. 
The Minutes of last meeting were read and confirmecl. . . ... 
The preparation of a' series bf questions to, be forwarded to Teachers under the Board . of Education was 

proceeded with. · · . 
,,,The Rev. c. J .. Bi:am~all, ~f Sorell, ~as c~U:~cr' in arid ."examined. ' . ' . ' 

The-Rev. C. J.·Brammall withdrew. 
The Cbrrirriission"a;djourhed·at'l·lO P.:111 •. 

The Commission re-assembled at 2·30 P.M. 

''.Pi-esent.__:Mess:rs. 
1
Bii'd, :Ai:'~her; and the ;Revs. 'Ja.mes Scc\tt 'and :R. D. HarHs. 

The Rev. C. J. Brammall was further examin.ed, and withdrew . .1, · · 

Mr. w. J. J. Reyn~ids,·M~ster '~f the ·cent~~l ·school, w~s cailed in and exami~ed. 
Mr. Reynolds withdrew.· 
Resolved, That the Chief Secretary be requeste·d-to -auil1orise the Government Printer to perform any printing 

the Commission might deem necessary. ., 
Resolved, That the Questions prepared at last ~eeting for Local· School Boards be forwarded to them as soon 

as received from the Government Printer. . 

The· Cbrtmiissio.n met at '4 p:\:,r. 
TUESDA!, MARCH 20, 1883. 

Present.-Mr. Bird, and the Revs. James Scott'"and R. D. Harris. 
In the absence of Mr. Braddon, Mr. Bird was voted' to the Chair. 
The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. . 
The following letters from the Chief Secretary were laid upon the·Table by the Chairinan'and 'read·=-

1. 10th March, 1883.-Acknowledging rec~ipt of letter from Mr. Braddon requesting that the Hon. the 
Speaker be asked to relieve Mr. H. T. l\faning, the Secretary.to the Royal Commission on Education, of 
his duties as Clerk Assistant of the House of Assembly whenever necessary to enable him to accompany ' 
the Commissioners on such tours of inspection as they might be calleq upon to make,· and intimating 
that as the Government in recommending Hi's ·Excellency to issue the Commission did not contemplate 
the Members making tours of inspection, it would not be 'necessary to apply for leave of absence for 

· Mr. Maning.. . · 
2. '10th 'March, ·1883.-Ack'nowledging rec~ipt of letter from Mr. Britddon, requesting that a daily rate for 

·expenses for living, in ·addition to actual travelling expenses, should be allowed to Members of thii 
Commission, and intimating that the Government approved of an allowance of one guinea a_ day ~o 
those Members not residing in Hobart or its immediate neighbourhood when in the discharge of their 
duties they have to visit the Capital. · · 

3. 13th March, 1883.-Acknowledgin/(receipC6f".1ette·r •from Mr. Braddon. on the 9th instant, forwarding a 
copy of a Resolution passed at a meeting of the Royal Commission on Education, :requesting that an 
additional sum of £400 pe placed at the disposal ot the Commission to cover their expenses when 
travelling over portions of the other Colonies, and stating that for reasons stated in the letter of the 10th 
instant the Government were not prepared to recommend the expenditure of public money for the 
purpose indicated. • 

Resolved, That any further action on the part of the Royal Commission on Education respecting the Hon. the 
Chief Secretary's letter be deferred until a full meeting of its Members had been held and tbe said 
lett~rs discuss~d and considered, and that the Chairman be requested to convene such meeting at his 
earliest convemence. ' · 

The Commission adjourned at 5·15 P.M. till 10 A.i.r. on-Wednesday, 21st March. 

The Commission met at 10 A..M. 

Present.-Messrs. Bird and Scott. 
Mr. Bird was voted to the Chair. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 21, :1883. 

The Minutes of last meeting were read and· confirmei 
A series of Questions to be forwarded to Teachers under the Board of Education was completed. 
The Commission adjourned at 12·10 P.M. until Thursday, the 22nd March, at 9;30 A..M. 

The Commission met at 9·30 A..:r.r. 
THURSDAY, MA~CH 22, 1883. 

Present.-Mr. Bird, and the Revs. Jas. Scott and'R. D. Poulett-Harris. 
Mr. Bird was voted to the Chair. 
The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 
A series of Questions to be forwarded to th_e following persons was prepared :-All Ta~manian Scholars now 

in the Colony; all University Graduates; Members of the Council of Education; Members of the Board of 
Education; Masters_ of the Superior Schools, Scotch College, and City School ; leading Ministers of Religion of the 
different Denominittions; Miss Lucy Garrett; Rev. W. Hogg. 

Resolved, That the Questions prepared for Teachers under the Board of Education be circulated as ·sJon as. 
received from the:Government Printer. 

The Commission adjourned at 11 .A.M. 
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SATURDAY,, MARCH 241 1888. 

The Commission met at 11 A.M. 
Present.-Messrs. Bird, Braddon, and the Revs. James Scott and R. D. Harris. 
Mr. Braddon took the Chair. 
The Minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed. 

· Resolved, That tl:ie Commission visit the Hobart Gaol on Monday, the 26th instant. 
Resolved, That the following witnesses be summoned for Tuesday, the 27th instant :-Superintendent Pedder; 

at 11 A.M.; Mr. 'Witt, at 12 noon; Dean Bromby, at 2·80 P.M. · 
Resolved, That the Chief. Secretary be written to asking him to fix a day and hour for the Members of the 

Commission to wait upon him with reference to the correspondence that has recently passed between him and the 
Commission. 

The Chairman laid upon the Tab}e a letter from the E!Iucation :pepartment, New Zealand, stating that the books 
and papers asked for had been forwarded.· · .. 

The books and papers forwarded by the Queensland Government were laid upon the Table. 
The Commission adjourned at l ·30 P.JII. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 27, 1883. 
The Commission met at 11 A.M. 

Present.-Messrs. Braddon, Bird, and the Rev. James Scott .. 
Mr. Brad.don took the Chair. 
'l'he Secretary laid upon the Table a letter from the Hon. Chief Secretary'S' Department, stating that on the 

Chief Secretary's return to town a day would be fixed to receive the Commission. 
Mr.· Superintendent Pedder was called in and examined. 
Mr. Pedder withdrew. 
Mr. W. Witt was called in and examined. 
Mr. Witt withdrew. 
The Commission adjourned at 1·15 P.llI. 
The Commission met at 2·30 P.J\I. 
The Rev. D~an Bromby was'called in and examined. 
The Rev. Dean Bromby withdrew. 
Resolved, That the following witnesses be summoned :-Mr. R. A. Mather, 11 A.M., Wednesday, 28th March; 

Rev. F. E. Stephenson, 12 noon; Father Sheehy, 2·30 P.M.; Very Rev. Dean Beechinor, 11 A.M., Thursday, 29th 
March; Hon. P. 0. Fysh, 12·30-P.l\I., Thursday, 29th March; Mr. Ireland, 2·30 P.M.1 Thursday, 29th March; 
Rev. A. Doctor, 11 .A..M., Friday, 30th March. 

The Commission adjourned at 5·30 P.M. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 28, 1883. 
The Commission met at 11 .A..l\I. 
Present.-Messrs. Braddon, Bird, and the Rev. James Scott. 
Mr. Braddon took the Chair. 
The Minutes of last meeting were .read and confirmed. 
The books and papers forwarded by the Education Department of New Zealand were laid upon the Table. 
The Rev. F. E. Stephenson was called in and examined. 
The Rev. F. E. Stephenson withdrew. 
The Commission adjourned at 1 P.JII. for the purpose of inspecting the Hobart Gaol. 
The Commission re-assembled at 3·5 P.l\I. 
The Rev. Father Sheehy was called in and examined. 
The Rev. Father Sheehy retired. 
The Chairman laid upon the Table a· letter from the Secretary to the Board of Equcation enclosing the. Reports 

-of the School Inspectors on the Pupil Teacher system required by the Commission. 
The Commission adjourned at 5·20 P.M. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 291 1883, 
The Commission met at 11 A..:11. 
Present.-Messrs. Braddon and Bird, Rev. James Scott. 
The Miuutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 
Mr. A. Ireland was called in and examined. 
Mr. A. Ireland withdrew. 
A request from the Hon. P. 0. Fysh to be excused from giving evidence before the Co~mission at the time 

named in his summons, was read and acceded to. 
Resolved, That the following witnesses be summoned :-Mr. R.H. Eyton, Friday, 30thMarch,2·30 1•.M.; Rev, 

Father Kelsh, Tuesdu,y, 3rd Ap~il, 11 .A..M,; Hon. P. 0. Fysh, Tuesday, 3rd April, 3 P.:lr. 

The Com.mission adjourned at 1 r.:11. 



liii 

The Commission met at 11 A,M. 
FRIDAY, ,MARCH 30, 1883. 

Present.-Messrs. Bird, Braddon, and Rev. James Scott. 
The Minutes of last· meeting were read and. c~nfirmed. 
Mr. R. A. Mather was called in and examined. 
Mr. R. A. Mather withdrew. 
Resolved, . That Mr. Henry Hunter be requested to attend and give evidence before the Commission at 2·30 

P,M., if. convenient to him. · 
A- letter was received fro_m Mr. Hunter requesting that his examination be deferred to a more convenient ti:me,_ 
The Commission adjourned at I P.M. till Tuesday, 3rd April, at 11 A.M. 

The Commission met at 11 A.M. , 
TUESDAY, APR~L 3, 1883. 

Present.-Messrs. Bird and Braddon and the Rev. James Scott. 
Mr. Braddon took the ( !hair. 
T)le Minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed. 
The Rev. Father Kelsh was called in and examined. 
The Rev. A. Doctor, of Sorell, was ce.lled in and examined. 
The Rev. A. Doctor withdrew. 
The Commission adjourned at I P.M. 

The Commission met at 2.30 P.M. 

Mr. H. Hunter was called in and examined. 
Mr. H. Hunter withdrew . 

. _' ·The Hon. P. 0. Fysh was called iin and examined. 
The Hon. P. 0. Fysh withdrew. 
A draft letter to the Hon. the Chief Secretary was read and adopted .. 
Resolved, That Mr. R.H. Eyton be summoned for 11·30 A.llf., Wednesday, 4th April. 
The Commission adjourned at 4·50 P.l\f. 

The Commission met at 2 P.llf. 
WEDNESlJA Y, APRIL 4, 1883. 

Present.-,-Messrs. Braddon, the Revs. James Scott and R. D. Harris. 
The Minutes of last·meeting were read and confirmed. 
The Rev. R. D. Poulett-Harris was examined. 
·The Commission adjourned at 3 P.M. 

'The Commission met at'11 A..llf • 

FRIDAY, APRIL 6, 188;3. 

. Present.-Messrs. Bird, Braddon, the Revs. James Scott and R. D. Poulett-Harris. 
Mr. Braddon took the Chair. 
·The Minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed. 
Resolved, That the Questions prepared on March 22nd be distributed at once. 
'The Commission adjourned at 1 P,M. 

The Commission met at 2·30 P.l\I. 
THURSDAY, APRIL 261 1883. 

Present.-Mr. Bird (Chairman), Revs. R. D. Poulett-Harris and James Scott. 
The Minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed. 
The Chairman laid upon the Table a letter from the Chief Secretary, under date 17th April instant, statins- that 

ihe Government still adhere to their opinion that it is not necessary the Commission _should visit the adJacent 
Colonies, but that if the Commissioners consider that good results would follow from their visiting and taking 
,evidence in other parts of Tasmania than Hobar_t, the Government would ofler no objection to their doing so. 

The Chairman reported that papers and reports on educational matters had been received from South Australia. 
Mr. George Stewart, Truant Officer under the Board of Education, was called in and examined. 
Mr. Stewart withdrew. 
Mr. John Pierce, Conductor Collins-street Ragged School, was called in and examined. 
Mr. Pierce withdrew. 
The following Resolutions were agreed to :-

1. That any answers to Queries addressed to Conductors of .Public Schools, or Chairman of Local School 
Boards, not in at this date shall not be considered. 

2. That the Secretary be 1nstructed to call a meeting of the Commission at Launceston on W Pdnesday, the 
2nd May, and that the following witnesses be summoned :-Mr. Qreen, Truant Officer, Thursday, 3rd 
May, 11 A.11r.; Mr. James Rule, Inspector of Schools, 3rd May, 3·30 r.M. 

The Commission adjourned at 5·30 P.u. 
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 2, 1883. , (Launceston.) 

The Commission met at :3 P,M. 

Present.-The Rev. James Scott, Messrs. Bird, .Archer, a~d Braddcin'(Chairmari). 
The Minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed. . . 
Resolved, That the Commission inspect the Beacionsfield Public School on Friday, the·· 5th. instii.iit,· arid. that of 

Lefroy on Monday, the 7th instant. · 
·Resolved, That the Ven. Archdeacon Haies be summoned for 1Thursday, the'3rd 'May, at·I2·•o;clock. 
Resolved, That a series of Questions, prepared by the Chairman, be forwarded to the 'Hon.· the 'Miiiister .. bf 

Education, New South Wales, with a request that he distribute thein to gentlemen interested in"or connected with 
education, and also informing him that it is of' importance that answers be received di1ring tlie next three ,veeks. 

The Commission adjourned at 4·30 P.M. · · 

THURSDAY, MAY 3, 1883 .. (Launceston.) 

The Commission met at 11 A.M. 

Present.-Messrs. Bird, B~addon, and the Rev. James Scott: 
The Minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed. 
Evidence was read and discussed. 
The Commission adjourned at 1 P.M. 

The Commissjon re-assembled at 2·30 P.M. 

Mr. James Rule, Inspector of Schools, was called in and exami~ed. 
Mr. J. Rule withdrew. 
Mr. James Coulter, Superintendent of Police, Launceston, was called-in an:d examined. 
Mr. Coulter withdrew. 
Resolved, That the Rev. Father Gleeson be summoned for Saturday, the 5th instant, at 11 A,:r.r., and the Very 

Rev. Dean Beechinor at 11 ·30 A.M. on the same day. 
The Commission adjourned at 5·10 P,M. 

SATURDAY, MAY 5, 1883. (Launceston.) 

The Commission met at 4·30 r.11r. 
Present.-Messrs. Bradclon, Bird, and the Rev. James Scott. 
Mr. Braddon took the Chair .• 
The Ven. Archdeacon Hales was called in and examined. 
Archdeacon Hales withdrew. 
Resolved, That the Commission visit Beaconsfield School on Monday, the 7th instant. 
The Secretary was instructed to write to the Minister of Education, Victoria·, requesting·h1m to forward ·copies 

of the most recent Report of the Royal Commi~sion on ·Education in that Colony. · 
The Chairman reported that the Commission had visited the Public Schools at St. Michael's.and Beaconsfield. 
The Commission adjourned at 5·30 r.:t1r. · 

TUESDAY, MAY 8, 1883. ( Launceston.) 

The Commission met at 11 ·40 r.11r. 
Present.-Messrs. Archer,.Braddon, and Scott. 
Mr. Braddon took the Chair. 
The Minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed. 
The Very Rev. Dean Beechinor was called in and examined. 
Dean Beechinor withdrew. 
The Commission adjourned at 1 l'.M. 

The Commission re-assembled at 2·30 P.M. 

-Mr: F. C. Green, Truant Officer, Launceston, }Vas called in and examined. 
Mr. 'F. C. Green withdrew. 
A letter was read from the Rev. C.~Price requesting ·to be excused attendance as he was leaving the Colony. 
Pastor White was called in and examined. · · 
Pastor White withdrew. 
The Chairman reported that the Commission had visited the PubFc Schools at 'Newnham and Lefrciy. 
The Commission adjourned at 6·20 r;:r.r. 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 9, 1883. (Launceston.) 

The Commission met at 9·30 A.llr. 

Preseni.-:i\fessrs. Braddon, Bird, and the Rev. James Scott. 
:Mr. Braddon took the ·chair. 
The :Minutes of last meeting were ·re~d and confirmed. 
:Mr. Rule was called in and further examined. 
Mr. Rule withdrew. • 
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Mr. Thureau was.called in and examine!l,,, 
Mr. Thureau withdrew. · . 
Resolved, T~a~./J~!l :C~~mission vi'~it the, Public_ Schools at Lo:ngfoi;d aµd:;P~rtl). to-day~·. 
The Commission adjourned at 12·30,P.M, · · 

TheiCommission: met at · 11 A.M • . 
FRIDAY,_ MAY 11, 1883. __ 

Present:-The Revs. R. D. Poulett-Harris and James Scott, and Messrs. Bird and. Braddon. 
Mr. Braddon took the Chair 
The Minutes of last meeting were·read and confirmed. 
The Chairman reported that the Commission had visited the Public Sch9ols at Longford, Perth, Campbell 

Town, and Ross, and also Horton College. 
Resolved, That the Chief Secretary be requested to place a further sum of £100 -at, the,,disp!)sa~ of. -th~_,Com-_ _-

mission for expenstls incµrfed,_ or yet to be incurred, in the _course of their .enquiries. 
The Commission ·adjourned at 1 P.M. .. 
The Commiasion re-assembled at 2·20 P.JII. 
Tabulation of Evidence proceeded with. 
The Commission adjourned at 10·10 P,M. 

Tlie Commission met at 10·30 A,M. 
SATURDAY, MAY 12, 1883. 

Present-Mr. Braddon, who proceeded with the tabulation of Evidence. 
Consideration and tabulation of Evidence proceeded with. · · 
The Commission adjourned at 10·30 P.M. . -

The Commission met at 10 A.l\I. 
MONDAY, MAY 14, 1883 ... 

Present.-Mr. Braddon, who proceeded with tabulation of Evidence. 
Tabulation of Evidence proceeded with. · 
The Commission adjourned at 10 P,ll!. 

The Commission met at 11 A.:t11. 
TUESDAY, MAY_ 15, 1888. 

Present.-Messrs. Archer, Bird, Braddon, Rev. R. D. Poulett-Harris. 
Mr. Braddon took the Chair. · 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 
The Com~issioners discussed.,and tabulated the Evidence and Returns received. 
The Commission adjourned at l P.M. 
The Commission re-assembled at 2·30 P.llf. 
Consideration of Evidence proceeded with. 
The Commission re-assembled at 7·30 P.llf. 
Consideration of evidence resumed. 
Th~_ Commiss~o~.:.adjcmrned at 10 P.M. 

The Commission met at 10 A.M. 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 16, 1888. 

Present.-Messrs. Braddon, Bird, Archer, and the Rev. R. D. Poulett-Harris. 
Mr. Braddon took the Chair. 
The Minutes of the last meeting ,vere read and confirmed. 
Tabulation of evidence proceeded with. 

Res.olved,'.That.the _Hon. Henry Butler, Chairman of the Board of Education, be requested to attend and give 
evid~nce before the,Commission· this afternoon. . . 

0 The.Commissi6n,adjourned at I P.ll!. 
The Commission re-assembled at 2 P.ll!. 
Tabulation of evidence resumed. 

The Chairman read a letter from the Hon. Henry Butler, stating that he would attend on Friday, the 18th 
instant, in the afternoon. 

Resolved, That Mr. T. Stephens,:Inspector of Schools, be summoned for Thursday, the 17th May, at 3 P.lll. 

The Commissio~ adjourned at 10 P.l\I. . 
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The Commission met at 10 A,M. 
THURSDAY, MAY 17, i883. 

Present.-Messrs. Bird, Archer, Braddon, and the Revs. James Scott and R. D. Poulett-Ha.rrie. 
Tabufation of evidence proceeded with. · 
The ·commission adjourned at 1 P.M. 

The Commission re-as~embled at 2·30 P.M. 

Tabulation of evidence proceeded with'. 
. Mr. T. Stephens was called in, and a list of written questions·handed him, with a request that he would supply 

-written answers. · . 
Tabulation of evidence proceeded with. 
The Commission adjourned at 10·10 P.M. 

The Commission met.at 10 A.:r.i:. 
FRIDAY, MAY 18, 1883. 

Pr_esent.-Messrs. Braddon; Archer, Bird, and the Revs. James Scott and R. D. Poulett-Harris. 
The Minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed. 
Tabulation of evidence proceeded with. _ 
The Commission adjourned at 1 P.M. 

The Commission re-assembled at 2·30 P.M. 

The Hon. Henry Butler, President of the Council of Education and Chairman of the Board of Education, 
called in and examined. _ 

The Hon. Henry Butler withdrew. 
Preparation of Report proceeded :with. 
The Commission adjourned at 10·5 P.M. 

SATURDAY, MAY 19, 1883. 
The Commission met at 10·30 A.M. · · 

Present.-Messrs. Bird, Braddon, the Revs. James Scott and R. D. Poulett-Harris. 
The Minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed. 
Preparation of. Report proceeded with. 
The Commission adjourned at ·1 P.M. 

The Commission re-assembled at 2·30 P.M. 

Preparation of Report rPsumed. 
The Commission adjourned at 10·20 P.M. 

MONDAY, JUNE 181 1883. (Longford.) 
The Commission met-at 7·30 P.M. 

Present.-Messrs. Bird, Braddon, Archer, and the Revs. James Scott and R. D. Poulett-Harris. 
The Chairman took the Chair. 
The Chairman laid upon the Table_ the Draft Report. 
The consideration of Draft Report proceeded with. 
The Commission adjoru.-ned at 11 ·30 P.M. 

TUESDAY, JUNE 191 1883. 

The Commission met at 10·30 A.111. 

(Longford.) 

Present.-Messrs. Scott, Braddon, Archer, and the Revs. James Scott and R. D. Poulett-Harris. 
The Chairman took the Chair. 
The consideration of draft Report was proceeded with. 
The Commission adjourned at 1 P.111. 

The Commission re-assembled at 3 P.M. 

Consideration of Report proceeded with. 
The Report as amended was adopted. 
Sundry accounts were passed for payment. 
The following Resolutions were unanimously agreed to :-

.That the Members of the Royal Commission on Education place on record their appreciation of the ability 
and labour bestowed by the Chairman, Mr. Braddon, on the preparation of the Report. 

That the Chairman apply for a further advance of £100 to defray the expen_ses incurred by the Commission. 
The Commission adjourned at 5 P.llr. 

The Commission met at 4 P.11r. 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 4, 1883. 

Present.-Mr. Bird and the Rev. R. D. ~oulett-Harris. 
The Minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed. 
Resolved, That such portions only of the Evidence of the Teacher3 of Public 8chools be printed as ore not 

inEerted in the synopsis of their answers._ 
The Commission adjourned at 5 P.M. 



EVIDENCE. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 2, 1883. 

REV. J. W. SIMMONS called in and examined. 

l. By .1W1·~ Bmddon.-You are the Rev. J. W. Simmons, a Minister of the Congregational Church? 
I am. 1 

• 

2. You are a Member of a Local School Board under the Central Board of Education? I am,-the 
Free Public School, and also the Committee of the Ragged School. 

3. -As a Member of Local School Boards, have you found the present system of management by the 
Central Board satisfactory? I have found it most unsatisfactory. . · 

4. Will y01i point out in what particulars you deem the system a failure? We have no power what
ever as Members of a Local School Board,-we simply meet and make suggestions to the Central Board, 
which are rarely attended to. 

5. In your qpinion, does this want of power result in eligible people refusi1ig seats on Local School 
;Boards? Yes, many people are disinclined to act in consequence. · 

6. Please state a case in which your Board has experienced a want of power? The cottage of the 
caretaker of the Free School, of whose Board I am · a Member, was pulled down. This necessitated the 
appointment of a new caretaker ; tlie Central Board, without reference to the Local Board, named ls. 6d. 
per week for the service ; an arrangement was ultimately come to with the present caretaker to perform the 
work for 4s. a week. . 

7. Have yon known other instances in which the existence of the Local School Board has been thus 
ignored? Difficulties with junior teachers as to their attention. to Drawing and Singing Classes have been 
attended by the stoppage of salary by the Central Board, without reference to the Local -:Soard. · 

8. In regard to details of school management, have you known ·the Central Board to take action 
without reference to the Local Board? Yes, frequently. 

9. By .Llfr. Bird.-Does your Local School Board meet regularly? Quarterly. 
10. And are reports furnished to the Central Board regularly? Usually some rep1·esentation ha.s been 

forwarded. • 
11. By lYir. Bmddon.-Has your Local School Board been made acquainted beforehand with the 

intention of tlrn Inspector to conduct his examination or inspection? The Chairman, but not the Members 
of the Board. · 

12. Does the Inspector foform your Board of the result of his examinations? A copy of his report 
is sent to the Chairman, but not to the Members of the Board ; the sending of such documents to the Local 
Board would be useless. 

13. Did not the ignoring of your Local School Board to which you have referred occur after a long. 
interval between meetings of that Board? Yes ; but it is only fair to state that the Chairman, the Rev. 
Mr. Shoobridge, was always willing to call a meeting should occasion arise. This is simply putting the 
difficulty in another form ; meetings might be called, but the want of authority would render them 
practically of no utility. 

14. Through whom were recommendations from the Local School Board to the Central Board sent? 
Through the Chairman of the Local Board. , . 

15. · By Rev. James Scott.-Are not the results of the examinations made public in any way? Only 
by means of the Inspector's. Report to the Chairman, which ordinary Members of the Local Board never 
see. It would not occur to them to ask for the Report. 

16. By Jl;Ir . .Braddon.-Under what conditions does the Free School exist? As a Free School the 
teachers are not allowed to receive fees for tuition. It was first started as an Infant School to be supported 
by voluntary contributions, but afterwards passed into the hands of the Central Board of Education. When 
first commenced, in 1871, the amount paid to schools by the Central Board for free education was £248 
3s. 6d. In 1882 no other Public School in Hobart received free scholars. The effect of this appears to be 
to create class distinctions of an extremely objectionable character. · 

17. What is the average attendance at the Free School? I think about 170, but I am not positive. 
18. By Rev. Ja11ws Scott.-A.nd what class of children attend the Free School? The school is made 

up chiefly of two dasses,-the boarded-out children, and those whose parents are in receipt of aid from the 
Benevolent Society. It is also attended by children whose parents make declaration that they are unable to 
pay school fees. 

19. Do you think, from your knowledge of the Free School and the class of children who attend it, 
that those children could not be advantageously received into and taught in the ordinary schools under the . 
Board of Education? I do not think there is the slightest reason why tliey should not. In Sydney all 
classes are taught at the same schools, and the system answers admirably,-in fact, .is what a public system 
should be,-for the people, without carrying the brand of poverty. 

20. By .1W1·. Bfrd.-Are. the children attending the Free School of different denominations? Yes, 
there are Protestants and Roman Catholics. · . 

21. Does the course of instruction correspond with that of other Public Schools? Yes. 
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22. By Rev. James. Scott.-Does the master give religious instruction ? · As far as he can ; he is bound 
do:"n _by rule in this ·respect. The Scripture lessons, as fo other Public Schools, are used, and the school 
daily 1s opened and closed with the Lord's Prayer. . . 

23. By .1.lfr. Bird.-,-Is an opportunity afforded to children to withdraw when religious instruction is 
being imparted? · Yes, most certainly, if they wish it. · · 

24. Do you know whether the standard reached in the Fr~e School is as high as in the other schools 
under the Board of Education ? It is, in those branches which are taught. 

25. By .J.l:lr. Bmddon.-You have had experience of the Hobart Ragged Schools? I have. 
· 26. 1-Vill you briefly describe the character and object of these schools? Tlie children educated in them 

are supposed to be destitute ; we secure the children's attendance ; ·many of their parents are aided by the 
Benevolent Society; there is an annual distribution of clothing ; and the schools are greatly strengthened by 
the Ladies' Committee.• 

27. _Children are educated of all ages? Yes, up to 14 years. 
· 28. What is the system of Education practised? We have the Board of Education books, and the·· 

schools are examined by the Board's Inspector._ 
· 29. · But as regards children of tender age unable to cope with the ordinary ed~cational course? .A, 

modification of the Kindergarten system is adopted. 
30. To what extent has that system been carried out? · The answer to this question will also apply to 

-the Infant Room in Murray-street. The Kindergarten system is understood to require apparatus and space·. 
Our s~hool-rooms have not sufficient space. In Murray-street we have applied to have the room enlarged 
for the sake of the children, but without effect. .The system is that practised in Glasgow and Edi~burgh, 
with its movements, varied exercises, and object lessons, accompanied by singing,-thus preparing children 
for more ,advanced classes. There is little or no room for marching exerci~es. · 

31. B_y Rev. James Scott.-Referring to your statement that you thought that Free and Paying Schools 
under the Board of Education might be worked together, do you think that the Ragged Schools could be 
merg·ecl in the other two ? No ; there are children in the Ragged Schools who could not be placed under 
ordinary control, but who must be dealt with as a domestic mission. . 

32. By J.l:fr. Bird.-Please inform us why you think the Ragged School cannot be merged in the 
general system? There may be a few children in the Ragged Schools who could be received into the 
ordinary schools, but the majority are of a class requiring a peculiar care which could not be provided in a 
Public School system. The name may be objectionable, but there are difficulties in the way of alteration. 

33. How far do you think a rigid enforcement of the compulsory education clause would reduce the 
·source from which the Ragg·ed School is supplied? Very little indeed. I do not think we have a child on 
our books in the Ragged Schools whose father is earning 30s. a week. School fees from a man earning that 
·amount, when he has a family of seven· or eight children, wouldcbe oppressive. 

34. By Rev. R. D. Po'lf,lett-Harris.-Have y9u paid teachers for the Ragged School? Yes. 
. . 35. B_y Rev .. Tames Scott.-Do you not think that giving the children clothes is often only the means of 
-enabling·their parents to obtain money for indulgences at the pawn-shop? . I do not think ~o. I believe the 
parents respect their children's claims in that regard most" thoroughly. 

36. Do you think the system of Public Edt1cation generally deficient in respect of object lessons and 
trade teaching 7 Yes, I do. 

37. 1-V ould it not be more consistent with the intention of a national system of compulsory education 
that the children should be instructed in a more practical way as regards making them useful artisans and 
handicraftsmen, and that cultivation as against education should be more thought of? I do ; but not to the 
lowering· of the educational standard. 

38. To what extent have you foi.md that the minds of school children in this Colony are developed by 
the present system,-by object lessons, or otherwise? There is a difficulty in clearly understanding this 

•question. 
39. Have you found many instances that children 1;un through their lessons parrot-like, without under

standing what they are reading? As a rule, I think they do ; but ihat defect might be remedied by adopting 
.a_ searching .system of cross~exlJ,mination. 

40. Have you had any experience of Night Schools? There is one in connection with the Ragged 
.Schools. 

41. Can you inform the Commission as to the charact!)r of that school? It is of a useful nature, the 
boys being taught some kind of work as well as being kept under supervision. 

42. Is it open to adults as well as youths? I am not certain .. 
43: Do you consider the-extension of Night Schools desirable? M9st desirable. 
44. Will you favour the Commission with your opinion as to any modification of the present system of 

Public Eµucation,-whether as to matters of control, direction, or general details, including the question of 
management of the Free and Ragged Schools? Time is required to answer this question with any degree 

· of satisfaction. The distinction between our Public and Private Schools involves an idea of degrading 
poverty very ·detrime_ntal to the public system. In Public Schools children are at work when their more 
favoured companions in private establishments are eajoying with their teachers a much needed.rest. In 
school rewards, tob, the Council of Education is most liberal in prize-books to successful scholars ; in 
Primary Schools, unless private friends or Local Boards pay the bookseller ( which appears to be the extent 
of their pow.er), the children ·are left unnoticed and unrewarded ;-nothing to chee1· the teacher, and no 

.spirit of emulation for scholar. The present system, either as regards increase of salary or prospect of pro
motion, gives little encouragement to pa_instaking men and women. Any public system worthy-of the name 
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should confer honour on those -admitted to its provisions, and carry them forward to the advantages and 
degrees of a Colonial University,-in a word, as an illustration, the system of King Edward's. Foundation 
the Primary Sc_hool lea~ng up to High _or Gi:ammar ~chool, and on to University. The Cornell University 
s~he~e w?uld, m many mstances, be an improvement m new lands. There a young man may spend half 
Ins time m manual labour, more than paying his way, and the other half in book work. In Victoiia, I 
think, a young man who has won the U niversiiy Scholarship for four years may spend the first half at the 
•U_niversity, retire to enter business_, and subsequently return to complete his course. Young men in busi-ness 
~1g:ht be e~courage~ by the establishment of Workmen's Colleges, and pe!witted to go up for certificates in 
-d1stmct subjects leadmg up to A.A. and B.A. Degree. Any thorough pubhc system must be free, and, in the 
hands of teachers of strong moral character, the religious question should be deprived of much of its usual 
anxiety. As to the Ragged Schools, I should like them to possess all the elevating properties of a thoroughly 
free system. An Education Department, under a permanent responsible Head, might be· some improvement.· 
·So far as Local Boards are concerned, either abolish them or make them realities : in such a matter election 
·by popular vote appears to answer elsewhere. · 

TUESDAY, MARCH 6, 1883. 

JAMES BACKHOUSE WALKER, Esq., called in and examined. 

l. By J.lfr. Braddon.-You are a Member of the Central Board of Education? I am. 
2. Have you had any expei·ience of the system of Central· Board management during your term of 

office? Only that obtained by sitting on the Board and attending its meetings since my appointment in 
June last. 

3. Have you attended many meetings? I believe I have attended all that have been held since I 
became a Member of the Board,-the ordinary monthly meetings and some other special meetings. 

- 4. Has your experience as a Member of the Central Board led you to form any opinions upon· the 
present system of Public Education and educational" control? It has. As I have said, my experience as a 

· Member of the Central Board has been only short; but I may mention that I was a Member of the Local 
Board of Bathurst-street School for 10 or 12 years. · · · 

5. By Rev. Jarnes Scott.-You have spoken of the monthly meetings of the Board: do you consider 
that monthly meetings are sufficient to exercise the control and supervision that an undertaking of such 
magnitude as the system of Public Education demands ? I do not. · 

6. Can you suggest any improvement? I think that if the Board met more frequently its Members 
· would acquire a more perfect knowledge of the details and working of the system, and be the better able to 

perform their functions. They would also be able to give fuller consideration to matters coming· before them. 
The same result might be better attained by the Board relegating different branches of the wo2·k to Com
mittees, as is clone by Municipal Councils. 

7. Does the Board find it necessary, between its monthly meetings, to delegate its authority to the 
Chairman or Secretary? A large amount of routine work is brought prepared by the Secretary for the 
Board's approval. 

8. But suppose, in a sudden case ·of emergency arising, such as a Local School Board wishing to close 
·their school, would the Chairman act on his own authority, or summon a meeting to decide the point? The 
Chairman would act-;- and I believe would usually submit his action for the approval of the Board at its 
next meeting,-at least in questions of importance. 

9. By Rev. Jarnes Scott.-Does your experience as a Member of the Central Board lead you to believe 
that the present system of .educational control is as satisfactory as the appointment of a responsible depart~.
mental Head, subordinate to a Minister of the Crown, would be? I think that many of the defects. 
attributed to Board management are really due to imperfect departmental organisation. While· the 
individual officials do their work ably and well, the great defect in the present system is a general want of 
responsibility and subordination in the department. For the satisfactory administration of the department a 
closer and more undivided attention and a greater expenditure of time are required from its Head · than can 
be expected from any one holding the position ofan unpaid Chairman of the Central Board. Most of the defects 
at present existing would, I think, be removed if the department were reorganised under a permanent paid pro
fessional Head, who would be the Director of Education, and to whom all other officials should be· subordinate, 
·he himself being directly responsible to the chief controlling power, whether Board or Ministei•. The Director 
should, I think, be a Member of the Board ex qfficio, if that form of control were retained, as he would then 
be in a position to assist that body in its deliberations. The comparative advantages of government by a Board 
or by a Minister of the Crown, is a question more open to difference ·of opinion. Besides the variations in 
·system and administration which would be likely to ensue in consequence of changes of Ministry, the most 
·serious objection to Ministerial control is the danger of political influences being brought to bear in making 

· appointments of teachers. The recent experience of Victoria shows how grave an evil this may become 
· under a political Head. On the whole, I should say Board management seems preferable, as giving greater 
, stability and steadiness of plan, with more independence, and an entire freedom from political influence. 
As I have said; the Board does not at present give the requisite time to admini~ter the system effectively. 
A smaller Board, meeting weekly, and acting through the Director, would probably be a yery efficient 

. governing body. The Colonial Secretary, as head of the department, should be a member ex officio. · 
-10. By J.lfr. Braddon.-You have taken considerable interest in the cause of Education generally? 

I have. · 
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· ll. By Rev. Jarnes Scott.-Do you think the present system of Lo~al School Board management has 
been a failure, and if so, will you point out any defects which you think may have led to that failure? and do 
you think it possible to alter their constitution beneficially, or improve them by giving them extended power? 
The presez;it system of Local Boards has been to a considerable ~xtent a failure, · though •where there has 
been an energetic Chairman, a most useful influence has qeen exei·ted. The failure may be attributed partly 
to want of power and responsibility, but chiefly to general want of interest in educational matters. The 
powers of Local Boards should be limited to strictly local matters, in dealing with which a considerable 
discretion might be committed to them; but they should not have power to appoint teachers, or be allowed 
under any circumstances to interfere with the teaching or with the· teacher's management of the school, 
except to suspend in cases of gross misconduct. It would be a great imp!·ovement to have .fewer Local 
Boards, each Board to have a group of schools under its supervision. Elective Boards with large powers 
would be very undesirable in the present ·circumstances of the Colony. I believe the choice must be absolute 
between central control on the one hand, and independent local administration, with schools supported by 
local rates, on. the other. 1'here would be great danger, if not a certainty, of complete disorganisation in 
attempting to combine the two systems. ' · . · · 
· . 12. By ilfr; Bmddon.-Have you arrived at any conclusion as to the desirability of making Public 

Education more general and practical, and of bringing within the scope of the. State system Scl10ols for 
Agriculture and Industrial Scl10ols,Kindergartens, Ragged Schools, and Reformatories? I think that the 
Public Schools-which ought to be called "State," or " Common" Schools-should be distinctively and 
fundamentally Elementary Schools, and that industrial education should not be attempted in them. A very 
desirable addition to the present course of instmction would be some very simple elementary science and 
hygiene ; and for girls, domestic economy might be usefully added to the sewing now taught. Kindergartens, 
,vith object lessons, would be· very valuable if and wherever competent teachers could be round. Reformatories 
and Industrial Schools, where children are kept under permanent resti'aint, require such exceptional manage
ment as to render it undesirable to include them in the general system of Primary Education. The present 
management of Ragged Schools affords advantages which would probably be lost by placing them under 
Government control ; the name might be changed with advantage. To effect much general improvement in 
the met~10d of Education in the Public Schools a larger body of thoroughly tmined teachers is the principal 

. requisite. This can· only be obtained in course of time by. the establishment of an efficient Training 
Institution, and by. a much larger expenditure of public money than at present. . 

13. You have made the subject of Christ's College an especial study: can you briefly give a history 
-0f the foundation of that institution,-its purpose, its endowments, and the connection, if any, existing 
between the present foundation and that College, which Sir John Franklin contemplated establishing as the 
nucleus of a Tasmanian University? The· history of Sir John Franklin's attempt to found a College and 
-0f the establishment of Christ's College in connection with the Church of England, as derived from printed 
official docume11ts and from contemporary newspapers and pamphlets, is contained. in some letters lately 
addressed by me to and published in the Hobart 1lfe1·cu1y. I beg to refer the Commission to the pamphlet 
containing a reprint of tlwse letters, a copy of which I produce. It will be seen from the .facts there stated 
tliat there was no connection of any sort between Sir John Franklin's projected College and the one actually 
established at Bishopsbourne, except the name and a certain general resemblance in the design. The first 
was to have been an undenominational institution supported by the Government out of public revenue, the 
second was a distinctively Church of England institution endowed by the private donations of members 
of that Church. . 

· 14. Do you think that the College as at present e~isting is an educational success, or fulfils the intention 
of its founders? . It has not been a success as regards the number of students attending, but I am unable 
to offer any opinion on the course of instmction given. 1'he great obstacle to succes.s is, I think, 
the· want of any considerable number of students desiring the education which the College can give. The 
scheme under which the institution was re-opened, with the sanction of the Supreme Court of this Colony, 
provides only for a "provisional or interim mode of government until the College is incorporated." 

· The original intention of the founders in 1846, as expressed in printed documents and speeches, includes 
three leading i_deas, viz.-(1.) The institution was to be an incorporated collegiate body as distinguished 
from a school. (2.) Instruction in the doctrines of the Church of Eng·land was to be an essential and 
prominent part of the course of education. (3.) The l.ocality was to be in the counti-y and not in a town. 

15. Do you consider th~t tlie opening of the College at Hobart instead of some central point in the 
country was a ineasure tending to ensure success? There might be advantages attending each situation 
which would be wanting in the other. 

16. Can you suggest any change in the character, conduct, or locality of the College which y<m think 
desirable, or likely to have beneficial results? I cannot offer any sug·gestion. · . 

17. Does the Council of Education, in your opinion, adequately fulfil the charge committed to it? So 
far as I am able to form an opinion, the Council of Education has clone its work very well, considering 
the intrinsic difficulties attending any system of Superior Education in a small Colony, and taking into 
account the small amount of money 'placed at its disposal by Parliament. 

18. C~n yoi.1 suggest any useful modification of the Council's constitution? The prfociple of election 
by co-optation seems to me oojectionable, as tending to narrow the Council to a body representing one set 
of ideas, and too exclusively one set of men. Direct nomination by the Governor in Council would be 
preferable to the present system of election. The suggestion lately made by the Rev. R. D. Poulett-Harris, to 
allow t~e Council to associate to itself a certain number of graduates of Universities, members of the learned 
professions, and others would be a gain in the direction of comprehensiveness, and would, I think, strengthen 
the hands·ofthe Council. If legislation were thought desirable, Mr. Hai·ris's plan might be modified more 
or less .. For instance; a considerably larger body, but including the. Members of the present Council, might 
be nommated by the .Governor, forming a sort of Senate, exe1·cising deliberative and legislative· functions. 
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The Council, either as at present or reduced in number, would form the executive body charged with the 
:administration of the system. To secure harmony of action between the two bodies, a certain number· of 
ilie Members of the Council might retire annu~lly and their places be supplied by election by the Senate . 

. L. R. CASTRAY, Esq., called in and exarnined. 

l .. By llfr. Braddon.-Your name is Luke Richard Castray, and you are Secretary to the Ragged 
:Schools Association, and Chairman of the Local School Board, Battery Point ? Yes. 

2. As Chairman of the Local Board of the School at Battery Point, have you found that· the present 
system of educational control works effectively? Certainly not. · 

3. ·Will you point out the particulars in which you consider it defective? The Board is simply useless, 
having no control over school affairs, and is powerless to act in any way in the interests of the school. 
The Teacher communicates direct with the Central Board, and as an act of courtesy only, shows the corres-. 
pondence to the Chairman of the Local Board. To have to do with Local Boards is simply to enact. a •~- ' 

4. Has this powerlessness of the Local Boards the effect of deterring eligible persons from acting upon 
:fflch Boards, and :weakening the interest of those wlio are Members? Decidedly so, al).d to such an 
extent that it is almost impossible to get a meeting of the Board; anything the Board may suggest 
in the interests of the School is sure to come to naught. The Board has all zeal and interest to work well 
in the interests of the School, but its hands are completely tied for lack of power. 

5. Do you think that eligible Local Boards would be obtained, and would be effective, if sufficient 
· reasonable powers were entrusted to them? I do, most certainly, if sufficient reasonable powers were given to 

them ; in fact, if the same powers were granted to Local School Boards as the General Hospital Board 
:possess, they colud render g-reat assistance in the cause of education. 

6. By the Rev. R. D. Poulett-Harris.-Have you made any representation in writing or otherwise 
to the Central Board as to the powerlessness of the Local Board? Yes. My predecessor as Chairman, 
Mr. Philip Tumer, filled the position from 1874 to 1879, and repeatedly did so by letter at the request of. 
ihe Local Board, bringing under the notice of the Central Board the disg-raceful state' of the school premises 
at Battery Point, but to no purpose, and 13 years' rent has been advmiced to the Churchwardens to put 
up a lean-to to the Church, no provision being mad·e for repairs. I, too, as Chairman, wrote to the Honorable 
Dr. Butler and the Govemment to see if anything could be done, but I was told that the Board had no funds 
to meet the exigencies of the case. I may remark that the Battery Point School is one of the, best under 
the Board of Education, and it is disheartening to the Teacher to be in such discomfort. · I addressed a 
fotter on the subject to the Honorable Dr. Butler, giving cover to a letter from. Mr. M'Phee, the Head 
Teacher of the School, copies of which letters I now lay before the Commission :-

. Hobart, March 22, 1881. 
SIR . 

'I do myself the honor to enclose copy of a letter of date ·sth instant, addressed to me by Mr. M'Phee, Head 
Master of "The Battery Point Public School," disclosing a state of things as regards the school premises most 
:reprehensible, and such as should not be allowed to exist in any civilised country. · 

I cannot wonder at the indignant terms used by Mr. l\i'Phee ; and the Local School Board deeply sympathise 
with that gentleman and his teachers in the discouraging c·,·cumstances in which they are placed, not only as regards 
their health, but future prospects in life also,-a positic,11 from which they should be relieved as soon as possible. 

This complaint" is no new one, as representations have been made to the Board of Education time after time, 
extending now over a period of years, without any satisfactory result. · 

One cannot rise from a perusal of Mr. l\i'Phee's letter without feeling humiliated that a state of affairs such as 
described by him should have been tolerated so long ; and I feel satisfied that if prompt action is not now taken in 
the matter, that the Battery Point Local School Board ·will soon cease to exist, as its :Members \vouhl prefer 
resigning in a body rather than enact a farce by holding a position in which they are powerless for good as 
regards the best interests of the School. . 

Trusting that you will kindly bring this matter under the serious consideration of the Board of' Education 
:at its meeting to-morrow afternoon, · 

I have, &c. 
L. R. CASTHAY, Chainnan rif the Battery Point 

Local Public School Bow·d. 
The Hono_rable DR. BUTLER, M.E. C., C~airmai:i Bow·d qf Education, Hobart . . 

DEAR SIR, 
Battery Point Public School, Hobart, March s, 1881. 

To comply with your request to be furnished with particulars respecting repairs, &c;. required in the School-room 
and on the premises, I find that little more is necessary than to transcribe a letter I addressed to you on the same 
subject under elate 12th March, 1879. · 

Of the items therein mentioned, only one has now to be omitted-that relating to fencing. Other matters men
tioned then have gone on from bad to worse; and during last winter the roof, which two years ago was tolerably 
sound, leaked very badly in one place, and slightly in several other places. 

The Board's Architect, H. Hunter, Esq., went over the School-room and premises some months since, and will, I 
believe, support my· statement that the following repairs and improvements are urgently required, some of them 
absolutely necessary :- . · · 

1. Washing and coloring walls and ceiling, and painting woodwork. 
2. Fastening certain desks and forms. . 
3. Draining a'.nd gravelling yards., · · 
4. Hanging a door, and repairing Hoors and seat of boys' closets. 
5. Repairing roof and spouts. 
6. Providing a place to keep fuel. 
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The state of the yards and closets during the wet weather of last winter was such as to be a disgrace to civilisa
tion. The children ~ad to_ walk through mud to 1:each the School-room door, and had t? wade throu(sh ~vater t~ get 
to the closets and urmal; mdeed, on s·everal occasions the boys' closets, and once the girls', were qmte maccess1ble. 

_ For months a pool of stagnant water lay in the girls' yard; and Mr. Hunter can bear witness to its condition, and.to 
the condition of the closets, at a time when no rain had fallen very recently. 

The School is, at the present time, in a very prosperous condition; and it is on record that it is in a very satis-
. factory condition as regards efficiency ; and I think I cannot be considered unreasonable if I complain that, while 
other teachers have had, or are about to have, their School-rooms and premises made comfortable and wholesome, 
mine should be allowed to remain in such a condition as regards comfort and health that it can be fitly described only 
by the epithet "disgraceful," since it is one directly opposed to all the teachings of hygiene. 

If I should seem to have written in too strong terms, my excuse must be that I feel strongly on the subject. To 
me it is one of the gravest importance, since a continuance of existing conditions is quite certain both to injure my 
health and diminish my income. -

The heavy rain this mornino- gave a foretaste of what may be expected during the next six months at more or 
less frequent intervals-wet 1iatches on floor, ceiling, and walls; a large proportion of the yard underwater, especially 
the girls'; and an inflow of surface water into the cesspools of the closets. . 

I have; &c. 
L. R. CASTRAY, Esq., Chairman Local School Board. M. M. M'PI-IEE. 

7. By Jl:fr. Braddon.-Will you suggest any additional powers that you think should be entrusted to 
Local Boards? · I think foll and ample powers should be given the Local Boards to manage and c_ontrol the 
School, otherwise, as I said before, their existence is a farce. I think Local School Boards should enjoy 
the same powers as does the General Hospital B'oard. It was only recently that Mr. M'Phee pointed out 
to me that a Monitor had not given him satisfaction, and not wishing to injure the boy, he had suggested 
that he _ be removed to a country school, and named a female teacher in his place.· I had no power to 
move in the matter, but simply sent the matter on to Mr. Richardson, the Secretary to the Board. 

8. Do you agree with the recommendations of the Select Committee of last Session as to the extended 
powers of Local Boards? I do, entirely. 

9. By the Rev. James Scott.-You refer to the ineffective correspondence carried on by Mr. Turner: 
did not the Central Board ultimately carry out s_orne repairs? Yes. · 

10. Did the Central Board, in carrying out those rnpairs, confe~- with the Local School Board? They 
effected the repairs apart from the Local Board. · 

ll. There is a new School in course of erection at Battery Point? Yes. 
· 12. Has the Local Board been consulted in any way as a Board in reference to the selection of the site, 

nature of building, or in any other way in reference to the erection of the new School? No. As a matter 
of courtesy the plans were shown to the Local School Board at the instance of the Honorable Mr. Dodds. 

13. By J.1'.fr. Bmddon.-Have you, as Chairman, in a general way experienced neglect by the Central 
Board of your recommendations,_ or in any failure to consult your Board upon important matters concerning 
the School under your supervision? I cannot charge them with neglect ; and though inattention has been 
shown to.our requests,.! consider it not to be the Central Board's fault, but owing to defective legislation. 

14. By Rev. R. D. Poul,ett-Ha1-ris.-When your Board meet, what do they discuss, and what do 
they do ? We discu.ss the interests of the School, and deplore our in.ability to forward them. 

16. By 11:fr. Braddon.-Have you received notice beforehand of intended inspections or·examinations 
of your School, or been made acquainted with the result thereof? No, except on the last examination, when 
the Teacher ·casually mentioned the fact to me. 

16. Do you think the Public School system would work more effectively if placed under the control of 
a Departmental Head, in subordina_tion to a Minister of the Crown? I certainly do, as I consider unpaid 
services ·are always unsatisfactory : no gentlemen can gratuitously give that· attention to such duties as 
they would if properly remunerated. ' 

17. Do you think that the present system of Public Education is of a sufficiently wide scope and practical 
character as regards those classes for w horn it is mainly intendecl-i.e., the classes ·which are not in a position 
to avail of education in Superior Schools? In other words, should there be added to our present school 
system the following additions :-Agricultural Schools, Industrial Schools for education of Artisans, Kinder
gartens for cultivation of children of 3 to 6, Ragged Schools for poor orphans or children of destitute or 
neglectful parents, and Reformatories for criminals'! I think it would be a most desirable step to initiate 
those systems of teaching. 

18, Will you describe the character and operations of the Ragged School? This information is fully 
given in the last year's Report, of which I can supply you a copy. 

19. Does the Ragged School operate as an Infant School? We have Infant Schools in connection 
with the three Ragged Schools. _ -

20. · Has there been any attempt to introduce the Kindergarten system into that Infant School? No, 
there has not. · 

21. By tlie Rev. James Scott:-Are the attendants of the Ragged School only the children of those 
parents who are_ unable to pay school fees? Certainly. · 

_ 22. You are aware that it' has been frequently stated that childi-en attend the Ragged School whose 
parents are well able to pay for their schooling? I ani. 

_ 23. How do the Ragged School Committee act when a case of this kind is reported? When the 
. matter was first brought up, a Special Committee was appointed to visit each School separately and in turn, 
with instructions to make rigid enquiries, and to report if there were children m the School whose parents 
we_re able to pay for them. In consequence of these enquiries, some 20 or 30 children were removed from 
the Schools. After that an instruction was given to the Teachers in each School not to admit children 
except under the ap1'iroval qf the Lor.al Committees, so that the Chairmen might verify each case .: so that 
all cause of abuse is now well guarded against. 
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24. Was it found that the children who were excluded from the Ragged School went to tlwordinary 

Public Schools in Town? It is a remarkable _fact that many of the parents so valued the teaching in the 
];fagged School that they offered to contribute towards the school fees to keep them there ; but this offer 
being against Regulations, could not be entertained. I greatly •fear that some · of these excluded children 
are now waifs in the streets. · · • 

25. By ll1fr. Braddon.-Is there any admixture of the criminal class with non-criminal in the Ragged 
School? Not that I am aware 0£ . · 

26. Is there any speciality in the teaching at these Ragged Schools ? . No, there is not ; but the 
standard of learning· attained is not inferior to that of the other Public Schools. 
· 27. The Ragged Schools~·e not under control of"the Central Board? No. 

28. Do they suffer by absence of this particular control? No. 
29. Do you think that compulsory primary education should be made wholly free? I do not feel 

myself competent to express an opinion on this subject. 
30. W oti.ld it, in your opinion, detract from the efficiency of these R~gged Schools if they were placed 

under control of a paid Director of Education? I think so; as taking that step would most likely deprive 
the School of that extraneous help now "'given by ladies and gentlemen who take a great interest in the 
Schools. I can only explain this surmise by stating that my experience is that when State interest steps in 
Private interest declines; the School would thus lose the aid and interest of many generous .helpers. 

JOHN MACFARLANE, Esq., called in and examined. 

l. By Mr. Braddon.-Your name is John Macfarlane? Yes. 
2. You have had considerable experience and taken considerable interest in the Associated Ragged 

Schools and Boys' Home? Yes ; nearly four years' experience as Governor and Treasurer of the Boys' 
Home, and the same as Ti·easurer of the Ragged School. 

3. Will yoti. describe the purposes and practical work of those institutions, and the results obtained 1 
The Ragged School, first, I believe educates a large number of children who would not otherwise get that 
education; I· do not rt).ean reading and writing only, but moral education, which can only be got by mixing 
with those who will instil pure principles into the mind. The majority of Ragged School children whose 
career has been traced after leaving school have turned out satisfactorily, with very few exceptions indeed. 
The same remark applies to the Boys' Home. 

4. Both these Schools provide education for children inore or less destitute? They do. 
5. Is there any admixture of the criminal with the non-criminal class either in the -Ragged S_chools or 

Boys' Home? . I cannot speak positively on this point as regards the Ragged School; but I know they 
associate with convicted children out of school sometimes. In the Boys' Home they do not admit convicted 
children. 

6. There is, then, no refuge of the character ·of a Reformatory for convicted children? Not ·for _boys; 
there is a Reformatory for Girls from 14 to 18 years of age, in the Barracks. 

7. Do you think such an institution necessary? Most certainly. 
8. What is the character of the teaching in the Boys' Home? The teaching does not extend to the 

work of ar~isans and handicraftsmen. Gardening, housework, milking, and the simpler branches of education 
-reading, writing, and arithmetic. · . 

9. By Rev. R. D. Ponlett-Harr-is.-From whence are the. inmates of the Boys' Home Industrial 
Scl10ql recruited? Are they boys who have been before a Magistrate, and have been sent to the Boys' Ho.me 
to save them from the contamination of the Gaol? Yes, that is so ; and the Magistrate's order gives the 
Home authorities the authority of parents over them. We receive 5s. each per week from the Goverm:p.ent 
for their keep. 

10. By Rev. James Scott.-Is the Boys' Home a denominational institution? Yes; it is a Church 
of England. Institution, by the stipulation of Mr. Kennerley, the founder. A child of any denomination 
will be received, but will be brought up under the teaching of the Church of England forms. 

ll. B!J Mr. Bradclon.-Is there any other similar Industrial School for Boys of other denomina
tions? No, this is the only one ; but there are two for girls, the Roman Catholics having one, at St. J oseph's 
Orphanage. 

12. Do you consider that sufficient provision in• this direction exists? If the present Institution was a 
little enlarged, I think so. We rarely have had to refuse boys for want of space. 

13. Does the exclusive character of the Boys' Home account for paucity of applications for admission? 
Not to my knowledge. 

14. Is there not, then, need of some extension of refuge of this character so as to include all denomi-
nations? There may be need of some extension, but not a very pressing one. · 

15. · By Rev. R. D. Poulett-Harris.-Do·you, and the other gentlemen and ladies who are interested in . 
the Ragged Schools, enter them and teach? We have a General Committee for the three Ragged Schools. 
The ladies teach sewing? and clergymen impart unde_nominational instruction. 

16. If the children absent themselves from school, does your Visiting Committee look them up? ·No; 
but the Teachers do so voluntarily, and when occasion arises call on Mr. Stuart, the Inspector of absent!)es. 
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17. By M1·. Bird.-W ould Free Schools under the Board of Education meet the ordinary educa
tional needs of such children- as attend the Ragged School ? I do not think so. 

18. In what do the children of Ragged Schools gain advantage beyond that afforded by Free Schools'! 
They gain the a'd.vantage of tlie private interest of the ladies and' gentlemen who visit _the Ragged Schools, 
whi.ch exercises an influence on the children over and above that of paid teachers. This interest would not 
last if the schools were under the control of the State,.in my opinion. . 

19. By M1·. Braddon.~If the Ragged School Committees were styled Local Boards, and left with 
tlie full powers they now have, would they not continue to exercise an active supervision and take the same 
interest in those Schools, ~ven thou~h th~ Schools were ?rought under th~ Cent7~1 control and '."ithin tl~e general 
scheme of State Educat10n? My idea 1s that they might do so for a time, btit would soon, m most mstances, 
become apathetic; I cannot speak positively on this point. 

20. Then Ragged Schools have a charitable purpose as well as educational, inasmuch as aid in clothing, 
&c. is concerned? Yes. . . 

21. By .i}fr. Bi·1:d.-Do you think the gifts of clothing and occasional treats to the Ragged School 
children are the means of induci11g attendance? Not to any great extent. The attendance does increase 
about treat time in Voluntary Schools, but the Ragged School is a compulsory one, and so is not affected so 
much. · · 

22. Are there many children in the Ragged Schools of the same class of poor children as are found 
in many of the Public Schools? I do not know ; I have never been in the Public Schools. 

23. Are there many children in the Ragged Schools whose parents can afford.to pay for their schooling'! 
Not any, to -my knowledge. Very strict enquiries are made as to the ability of the parents to pay before the 
children are admitted. · . · 

24. Do yo·u know whether any of the children of the Ragged Schools pass into Public Schools fol!' 
the purpose of necessary instmction in higher classes than exist in the Ragged School? I have known a 
few cases of the children leaving the Ragged School to go to Public Schools; but the reason given was 
that the parents or family had become able to pay the fees. · 

25. Does it appear to you that some parents of these children wo.uld prefer the 'State School instruction 
if they could afford it? In some cases they prefer the Ragged $chool. 

26. By Mr. B1·addon.-Would it be an improvement upon the present teaching of the schools if the 
-industrial education were of a more extended character? Most decidedly. 

27. Is that extension practicable, in your opinion? I should think so, but it means the expenditure of 
. money. 

28. Have you formed any opinion upon, or had any experience in, the Public School system outside 
of the Ragged Schools and Boys' Home?' I have not. 

29. By i11r. Bird.-fa the opportunity given to Ragged School children to withdraw from schooi 
when religious instruction is being imparted? Not that I know of; there is no rule on the subject. 

· 30. Do any or' the children withdraw from school when religious instruction is given? Not to my 
knowledge. · 

31. Are yon aware whether any parents feel it to be a grievance that their children are compelled to 
attend. when religious instruction is given? I am not. 

32. By Rev. James Scott.-A_t what age do boys leave the Home? About 14 or 15. 
33. How many boys have been apprenticed from _the Home? Speaking from memory, about 100, 

chiefly farm servants. 
34. B.1/ 1111-. Bmddon.-Have you more of these farm servants in the Home than you can find 

employers for? No; thedernandforthemisfargreaterthanwe can supply. We have only about 30 
boys in the Home at once. 

35. By Rev . .James Scott.-Do you know what proportion of Roman Catholics attend the Ragged 
Schools? I cannot say positively, but they are not many. · . 

. 36. Are the school-books used in the Ragged Schools those which are employed in schools under the 
Board of Education? Yes,-the Australian Reader . 

. 37. Do you think them satisfactory in respect of cultivation, object teaching, &c.? Yes, I think so, on 
tI1e whole. 

38 .. Will you add any suggestions on this subject which have not been elicited in the course of your 
examination? The law with regard to the enforcing the attendance of absentees from school is, I am told, 
very indefinite, so that if a child attends once or twice in a mouth it is difficult to punish the parents. 

'\VEDNESDAY, MARCH 7, 1883. 

MR. W. H. KIDD, Launceston, called in and examined. 
1.. By 11fr. Braddon.-How long have you occupied the position of Teacher under the Board of 

Education? Since November, 1855. I was engaged at home in the Old Country. 
2. What changes have occurr~d in the Education system since that? No changes, so· far as the 

System is conc.emed; there may have been some slight changes as to s~laries antl other details. · There 
was only one Board when I first joined the service; then it was cli-i·ided into the N orthem· and Southem 
Boards ;. and they were· again afterwards amalgamated. 
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3. There were no Local School Boards at that time.? . No, not as far as my memory serves. I·thiiik 

special visitors were ap.pointed to visit the schools. · l\~ajor Cotto1~ was, I think, Inspector when I joined. 
· 4. Have yon found the present system of control by·Local School Boards effective? No; becai1se the 

Local Board have so little power to act for the good of the school. They might come between the Teacher 
and the Central Board, but can do no .g<;>od of themselves. . 

5. Do you consider that this want of power detracts from the usefulness of Local Boards? · I think 
so; and it also takes away .that inte1·est that Members 9f the ·Local Board should have in their work. 

· 6. Have you experienced the want of ~ome local authority·~ith power to act, and. sufficient interest in· 
the school to work _in its cause? I have frequently, especially when repairs were needed.· 
· 7. Are Local Boards, as n;w_. constituted, .sufficiently considered OJ' consulted in school matters? · I 

speak of the Local Board .of my own school, which I know would" like to be more frequently consulted; and 
I think it would ·be better if they were, as they would then take a more active interest in the school, which 
would be a great advantage to it. · · . . 
. 8. Does this _ignoring of Local Boards deter eligible and desirable pe1:sons from assuming positions as 

Members? I think it has that effect, and also creates a desire ~o get rid of :the office. . . 
· \ 9. Do you think that it is advisable to invest Local Boards with the extended powers recommended by 

the Select Committee of the Session of 1882. (See Appendix No.- L) We will take the clauses :Seriatim:.-
1. & II. I approve of this generally.. . . 

III. r agre~ with this, if all cases were brm.wht before the Board incl fairly considered on their own 
· merit:;; ; but{not for the Board to deleg~te its power to the d,tairn1an, leaving him .to clo alone the 
· juq.icial work of the Board,-not that the Ghair1i1en desire. to fill this position, but in many . 

instances, from force of circumstances, they are compelled t9 accept it. · · · 
IV;_ I agree with this, because the Local Boards are the best judges a~ to the circumstances which inay 

· require the closing of their schools. · · . 
V. I·think so, so long as the Teacher is not inco11venienced and his work is not hindered. 
VI. I also agre~ with this. 
10. By Rev, James· Scott.-Would you go a step further, a1icl allow the Local Boards, if competent, to 

examine the,school as to educational advancement? Certainly, if it was clone in a friendly. spirit and in the 
interests of the educational cause. · 

VII. I see no objection, provided they only sanction the establishment of a school which the t~ache1· 
wished to open. I also think there should be some provision to prevent Night Schools being. 
attended ·by those children who only ·do so to excuse themselv_es from atte,ndance at the Day. 
Schools. In their prese,nt state I deem Night Schools a hindrance to public education on that 
account. · · · 

VIII. I. ~gree with tliis view. . 
; · . · ~i'. Have you given any attention to _the Kindergarten method o'f teaching? 
experience has been of that system which was exercised in the Free Church Normal 
whence I came. · 

I have not. My sole
Seminary, Edinburgh, 

· · 12. Do you think it desirable that a system of Infant School teaching of ·a compulsory character for 
children of the poorer classes, aged 3 to 6, should be introduced? I would not make that compulsory. I 

: think children should not go to school befq.re __ they are six years of age ; if before th\l,t, it slwulcl be a 
voluntary attendance on the child's part. I have.:Some children at my school who come at an early age; 
but they come simply for their parents' convenience, or because. they wish to accompany their elder sisters 01· 

. brothers. To an extent they go through the same work as their seniors, but · there is no. gompulsi9n used,. 
and they are allo.wed great liberty by Mrs. Kidd. · · , . . · 

13. Is sufficient provision made in Launceston and the Country ])istricts with which you are acquainted 
for instruction of destitute children_ and reform of. youthful criminals? . There is ample provision made for-

, the destitute children, but not for .the criminal class. A cas~ came ·und_er my notice quite recently. A boy, 
a former scholar, hrok·e into .the scl10ol; . he was apprehended, and convicted of theft; in consequence he 
·'Yas sent to the Boys' Reformatory, as there was no other place open to him. Scholars are termed free and. 
admitted at the Board's Schools if their parents declare themsel;ves unable to pay the school fees;· but I 
consider the Board's allowance to teachers for these free scholars a most unfair one. . 

14. Are children, afte,r conviction of any c1:ime, allowed.to enter into the Public Schools and mix with 
the ordinary attendants? So far as my own school is concerned we would oqject to receive them; but the-
case of the boy previously quoted is the only one that has come under my ·notice. . 

15. By M?"'. Bird.:--Y ou· think, then, that the poorer classes of children whose parents cannot pay tiie 
school fees.should be admitted into the ordinary schools? I do. Why _not ?-poverty does not imply 
immmality on the part of parents or their children. · 
, · :16; By Mi·. Braddon.-Are you in favour of any system ~f Free Education? I would not advocate-

any chang·e in .that direction; . .· · 
· 17. Would not a wholly Free System of Education work moi·e smoothly -and with greater effect than 

the.present, if teachers were paid 'by results,---'i.e., both by numbers taught and class of teaching? Speaking
as a Teacher, I do not think it would be advisable-to pay by results; nor. do I think it would assist the-
cause of Education. · , · - . . -
· · 18. By Rev. Jame.~ Scott.-Are there many children within·the schooi ages in Launceston who do not 
. attend :school? ' From what Mr. Green, the Inspector of Absentees, says, I ·believe there is a considerable-
number; but I am not able to say how inan?. ·. 

), 
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19. Do you approve of Free Education in ·a_ny form? No, not yet, at all events.· · I think · it is a 

stimulus to the Teacher to have a fee connected with the scholars receivedinto his.school, nor do I .thi11k 
compulsory Education at ali inconsistent with the parents paying for their children's schooling. 

20. B_11 Rev. Jarnes Scott.-Do you·think that a ~tricter enforcement of the compulsory 
a severer punishment for breaches thereof, would be beneficial to ~ducation if instituted? 
it wonld be. · · 

clause, and 
I do think 

21. Is it desirable that employers of labour .sho~ild be restrained from employing the cl1ildren with~n 
school. ages ? . I think it is; · · · · · · 

22. When ~vas the··iast meeting of the Local School Board of the Elizabeth-street School, Launceston, 
held ? In 1879. . . 

23. Are the school. premises occupied by your school rented, or the property of the Board of Educa
tion? They are rented, at £50 per annum. · I have paid this rent out of my own pocket since the year 
1879. 

24. By 1'fr. Braddon.~Can you suggest any change in the educational course of our Public Schools 
that would be of advantage to the bulk of the attendants, whether as to bo.oks in use or suqjects taught? 
I think the subjects taught are all that could be wished; but I think the'books used in our schools are npt 
of the best, and might be improved on .. I think the Chief Inspector is of the same opinion. -

25. Have you found the present method satisfactory in respect of qualifications of pupil teachers? It 
could be improved upon, but the question is how to get at it? When pupil teachers are wanted we give 
notice to the Local Board .to that effect, and a pupil teacher. is advertised .for ; · three are supposed ·to be 
selected · by the Master of the school, with the concurrence of the Chairman of the Local Board. This 
choice is notified to the Chairman of the Central Board; the Inspector appoints a time and examines the 
applicants; but it is not always the best scholars who apply, and even when they are appointed they 
very frequently resign the office of pupil teacher should any better position offer itself, even before ·their 
term of fo~1r years is up. Pupil teachers are indentured in the Old Country, but the desire in Great 
Britain for employment as pupil teachers is far greater than it is here. Whenever an opportunity for 
improvement oflers our pupil teachers resign, having got a good education and pay in. the meanwhile. I 
think comparatively few enter upon the duties of pupil teacher with the intention of following it as a 
calling. · 

26. By 11:fr. Bfrd.-If a higher salary was offered to pupil teachers do you think they would sign 
indentures for, say, five years? I think not, unless greater prospects of ultimate advancement were opened 
~ili~. . . . . . 

27. By 1ifr. Braddon.-Do you think that a Training School for Teachers would have a good practical 
result? I think we are not ripe for such a step yet. Till there is a greater desire on the part of the young 
to become teachers a Training School would be of very little importance. . · 

28. By M1·. Anlter.-Do you think that another·. more advanced class in. the schools would be an 
adrnntage,-one where pupil teachers could hring their education to a higher standard as ·well as teach 
in the_ school? I carinot answer that question, not having had any experience in the matter. Mr. Archer's 
idea is worthy of consideration. ·. . . 

29. Do you think the examinations· for teachers are sufficiently severe? I thinl~ they might be made 
more severe, and that Latin, French, Greek, and Mathematics mjght be included to a slig·ht extent. At 
Home that is the plan adopted, and in my old school not only did the p11pilteachers learn these subjects, but 
even the scholars were prepared for the High School or even the College~ 

30. By Rev. R. D. Poillett-Harris.-Do youthink that, on the whole, the system of Education, primary 
and superior, works fairly well for the. benefit of the Colony? It would_ work well indeed if you·.could secure 
the regular attendance of the children. Tasmanians do not understand the great privileges they enjoy under 
their Educational system,-any failnre in the system is due to the apathy of the people alorie. 

REV. Vi7. H. SAVIGNY, Head Mastei· Clturclt Gramma1· Scltool, Launceston, called in and examined. 

1. By .Mr. Braddon.-You are the Rev. W. H. Savigny; Head Master of the Church Grammar 
School, Launceston? I am. 

2. Yon have ·naturally taken a great interest in the subject of Education generally? Will you favour 
the Commission with your opinion as to the system of State Education now in force in this Colony? I 
have only given my- attention to the general.system of Education of. the Colony as far as it concerns my 
•own school. As a matter of business, in fact, my whole attention lias been given to i·aising the school of 
which I am Principal. My experience of Public School boys is. confined to those who come to me as 
Exhibitioners from those Schools. I consider it but reasonable to expect .that a number of boys such as 
these, ·who are, so to speak, selected from the whole Colony, should show a.ttainments considerably above the 
average. I do get some very superior boys,-the results of subsequent examinations prove this; but I also 
get a large number of Government Exhibitioners Who are considerably below par. I attribute this (with 
all due deference to the authorities) to the fact that there is too much memory work in the examinations, and 
not enough scope for the exercise of reasoning powers. If, instead• of the small portion of Latin and Euclid 
tlmt had to be done in old times being done away with, they had increased the quantity of those studies, my 
opinion is that I should not have to make the complaint I am now doing-. 

3. By Rev. R. D. Poulett-Harris.-Do you· i{ot find the boys from the Public Schools well up 
and well taught in Arithmetic? I do. 



11 

4. By Mr. Braddon.-Woulcl you, then, recommend this wider instructiol). in Latin and Euclid for 
_adoption in all the Primary Schools ?-or might there not be, in lieu of -this, a-larger teaching by means of 
object lessons or other cultivation calculated to meet the future requirements of the bulk of the students? 
I think the object would be most effectually arrived at by the institution of an easy examination in Latin 
and in the First Book of Euclid, because the proficiency in these two subjects would show not only powers 
of. verbal memory, but also those of comparison, judgment, and reason. ·. 

5. By .lrfr. Braddon.-Do you think it desfrable that special training of candidates for Exhibitions 
from Public Schools should be provided in all the schools, or only in centres of groups of schools'? In all, 
if practicable. · 

· 6: By Re-v. James Scott.-"\-Voulcl the establishment of a .Supei-ior P:ublic School in any piace where 
the extent of population would permit, obviate to any extent the difficulty which, in your experience, at 
present exist? I think the end would be attained more or less 'by giving the Public Schoolmasters the 
authority to teach the higher class subjects. I know of one man in tlre North who has been, I think, the 
most successful in his boys g·aining the Exhibitions ; yet this man was deploring to me the other day the 
fact of his not being allowed to prepare his scholars properly for the higher studies. 

7. By .llfr. Braddon.-Would the teaching· of Latin and Euclid to the few of our Public Schools be 
at all likely to impair the teaching of the bulk of the students'! Certainly not,-no more than the teaching 
of extra subjects, as Singing, Music, &c. would do. The one would have as much effect as the other. · 

8. By Mr. Bird.-Do you think the general standard of education in Public Schools ·should be raised 
above what it now is? I do not think so. , . 

· 9. By Mr. Braddon.~Do you consider that the. Exhibitions now given to successful candidates of 
Public Schools have the effect of encouraging and stimulating the bulk of those attending? Most decidedly so.· 

10. 13y Rev. R. D. Poulett-Harris.-You are a Member of the Council of Education? 'res. 
ll. Have you seen a scheme proposed by me for a re-constitution of the Council of Education on an . 

-enlarged basis ? do you approve of it? Without pledging myself to say I approve of the whole of that 
scheme, I a1::iprove of the spirit of it, though objecting to certain of its details. I think the basis of the 
Council should be widened and the mode of election altered. 

12. Do you think it desirable that the whole of the Tasmaniai1 Scheme of Education, which is now 
under a rather wide control, should be placed under the direction of a Director of Education, subordinate 
to a Minister of the Crown? The probability is that such a change would not be beneficial. The appoint
ment of a Minister of Education in Victoria has not been a success. 

13. By Mr. Braddon.-Is it your opinion that the time in Tasmania is ripe for the introduction of a 
University? Certainly not. · 

14. Do you consider that the existence of Christ's College in its present form operates in any manner 
beneficially upon the cause of education, or fulfils or promises to fulfil the· requirements of a University to 
which the Public Schools would be feeders ? In spite of the known abilities of its present Warden, Christ's 
College is, to my thinking,-positively injm:ious to the cause of liberal education. When the time comes for 
a Tasmanian University, I do not think Christ's College will have been the nucleus of it. 

15. Do you know anything of the past history of the College, and the nature and purposes of its 
endowments? Not sufficient to speak on the subject. · · 

16. By Rev. R. D. Poulett-Harris.-Is there any portion of the Council of Education's system in which 
you think improvement could be made under the present control, supposing there is no further leg·islation on the 
matter? I think a change might be made with advantage in the subjects taken up by the candidates for 
the A. A. Degree and the Tasmanian Scholarship. I give this opinion, relying upon the great alterations 
which· have been made in the systems of study both at Oxford and Cambridge. In both these Universities 
an undergraduate at a very early period of residence is allowed to throw up Latin- and Greel( altogether, 
and eventually to take his degree by passing an examination .in some essentially modern science. The 
Public Schools of the Old Country have naturally followed the lead of the Universities, and the Handbooks. 
of Science, edited by such men .as Roscoe and Huxley, form parts of· the schemes of work in many 
of the leading schools in Great Britain. Our educational authorities should, in my opinion, be influenced 
by these examples, and so modify their schemes as to encourage to a· greater extent the teaching of such 
things as "-4-pplied Science," "Zoology," "Botany," "Chemistry,"-all taught in a practical way, whether 
in the field or in the laboratory. 

17. B.v Rev. James Scott.-Do you think the present system of filling up vacancies as they occur in 
the Council of Education a desirable one? . I do not. · 

18. By 11:fr. Bmddon.-Do you _consider the A.A. and Scholarship Examinations.are satisfactorily con
ducted at present? I think they are. 

19. By Mr. Bird.-Do you think it desirable to increase the nuniber of scholarships to be competed 
for under the Council of Education? I think more good would be secured to the Colony by giving four 
scholarships of £100 each than two of £200 each.• · · 

20. By Rev. R. D . .Poulett-Harris.-Does it occur to you that it would make our scholarships only 
available for comparatively well-to-do persons? No doubt to some this would seem an objection ; but, still, 
the person gaining a scholarship of even this reduced amount would be able to carry out his studies at 
Melbourne_ or Sydney. . 

21. By Mr. Bfrd.-Should not the value of the scholarship be such as to enable scholars who have 
no other means to attend at some good University in Great Britain or in the Colonies? I think so. 

22. By 311-. Bmddon.-c'--Do you not think that, under existing conditions, it is preferable that scholars 
should go to an English University rather than to a Colonial one? You assume by that that scholars will 
not go·to an English University. I think that where there is the slig·htest chance parents will send their 
sons to one, and I think that the society and associations of an English University are preferable to those 
one might naturally expect to find in the Colonies. 
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23. Would you· de!5cribe the result of the . University course as successful in the i~stances of those 

scholars who have gone to an English University? There have been a. fow· instances where our scholars 
liave done creditably, but I cannot reca,ll a single case in whi.ch any one of them has done brilliantly. 

24. As in respect of superior education you would advo<;ate the introduction of modern applied 
Sciences and in lieu of Classics and Mathematics, so in regard · to primary education you may think it 
desirable to make education practical by industrial teaching? No; to me it seems fraught with insuperable 
clifficulties. · 

25. Do you think that the Kindergarten system might with advantage be introduced into ·this Colony? 
I can.not express an opinion on the ~ubject, not ha:ving made a study of it. . . · 

26. By Rev. R. D.· Poulett-.1I a.rr?°s.-Do you think, on the whole, the system of Public Education in 
Tasmania, primary and superior, has worked fairly well for the benefit of the Colony? I do. And if you I1ad 
taken your Commission to Sydney at the time I left it, sorrie 10 years ago, you would have found it far superior 
to the system in force there. I think the spirit of Olli' Council of Education is such, that .where· improvement• 
is obvious and pmcticable that improvement ,viii be carried out. . 

27. By jj/r. B"i1-rZ.:--Is it your opinion- that under ,the system of compulsory. Public Education 
Christian instrnction should have a place in the ordinary lessons? I think ·it· is desirable to have such. 
~~h~~ . 

. . 28. B.1/ .Mr. Braddon.-Do you: think sufficient provision exists in the direction of Refuges for orphan 
and neglected children and U,eformatories·for convicted criminals.? I do. . · . . 

29. By Rev. James Si;ott.-Do yo1nhinkscholarships, when they are not taken up in any one year 
through -a want of successful competitors, should not lapse, .but continue to be available in after years when . 
competitors are more abundant? Decidedly. . ' 

THURSDAY, MARCH 8, · 188:3. 

MR. HENRY ·C. HUR~T, Public Scltool Teaclw1·, Green Ponds; called in a.n<l exa.niinecl. 

l. By 11fr. Bradclon.-Your name is Henry C. Hurst, and you are a. teacher in the Public School at 
Green ·ponds? Yes. . · . . 

2. How long have you been in the service of the Board of Education ? Some 17 or 18 years. 
3. Have you found that the present system of central control by the Board of Education has worked 

smoothly and -effectively? In the main, I ·think it has. · · . 
. 4. To what extent has your Local Board intei·ested itself and aided in the co~trol of the school? As 

a body the Local Board has not done so at all ; but the Chairman has personally always taken a great 
interest in the school and assisted greatly. Another Member of the Board takes a great interest in the 
school, though he does not often visit it. 

5,· The Local Board has not, as a body, exercised any large interest in the_ scho.ol? Decidedly .not. 
6. To what do you attribute this apathy? I feel it is mainly owing to the fact that they have o·ot no 

power to act in the interests of the school. The Chaii-man him~elf told me the other clay that the Board 
folt there was nothing for them· to do, and so clicl not convene meetings. · . 

7. Have you ever experienced any inconvenience arising from this want of local power? Yes; on one 
occasion. I applied to the Local Board for permission to close the school ; it was recommended by the 
Local Board, btit disapproved.of by the Central Board. "This is the only time I have been personally 
inconvenienced. _I wished to close the school on the occasion of the annual steeplechase at Bothwell, an 
event which is always regarded as a local holiday. It was perfectly useless opening the school, as no children 
would attend. -Since then I have never applied for. the_ closing of the _school, and that is some seven years 
ago .. , 

· 8. By Rev . .James Scott.-Was the holiday refused by the Central Board at one of its meetings, or by 
the Chairmrm on.his own authority? The letter was signed by the Chairman, as far as my memory serves, 
and stated that the Board of Education could see no reason why the school should be closed against any 
children who might.attend. • 

9. Have you known instances of cl~lay arising· out of this want of local authority to deal with the 
<letails of ·school govemment? I cannot say I have. 

10. By .~fr. Braddon.-Do you 'think that the present system would be improved by extension of the 
powers of the Local Boards? I think it would, decidedly. . .· . . 

lL .Are you in fav_our of those extended ·powers recommended by the Select Coml!littee of 1882, 
Clauses 1 to 8? I ag-ree with all of them, except Clause 2, the first portion of which clause I do not hold 
with,-that portion placing the app<_>intment or promotion ·of teachers under the control of a Local Board; 
1tncl I also consider _the examination -of the school. once a year by the Local Board wonld be quite 
sufficient. The annual examination by the Inspector takes ·place invariably during the last quarter of the 
year, and I believe if the Local Board made theirs clming the second quarter it would meet every require
ment. :More frequent examinations would, in my opinion, cause an undue and unnecessary strain both 
upon teachers and- children. . · . 

· 12. Is it desirable and practicable to introduce in some form · industrial teaching, agricultural, &c., 
which would tend to make the children useful members· of the community as·laborers, artisans, and so 
forth? I think the present lessons are quite sufficient, and that any child who can· pass satisfactorily in the 
6th class of a Public School is well able-to.fight the battle of life in any ordinary capacity. My own opinion 
is that if the State finds them the education. they are now receiving, that is as far as it should go ; 
considering the limited time there is for imparting general education, I do not think it would be wise to 
-attempt to impart technical knowledg·e. 
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. 13. Do you think it desirable to devote more of the school teaching to object lessons and other means 
.of developing the observing powers of the children? I consider object lessons are a most desirable means 
of imparting instruction to children ; but; as there is no res'triction as to the time set apart for this purpose, 
itis for individual teachers to say if more of the school teaching should be devoted to it. 
: 14. Are the school appliances, books, maps, fu~·niture, &c. suppliea'to Public Schools genei·ally sufficient 
-9r the ·best that could be ~xpected under the circmnsta11ces ? As a · rule, I think_ they are; but as to 
~-' Readers," I should say tha,t the new Australian Reading-books are not _all that could· be wished, judging 
from what l have seen of the~. I think the Royal Reader is one of the best- Readers extant,,.becaufle the 
lessons are more_ interestil).g and varied. You cannot,-expect. to make children good rea<).ers unless yon 
interest them in .what they are ·,reading. The words in this series a.re not so difficult as in the•. others. 
I have noticed children joining my school from schools in which the Royal Reader is used are better 
1·eaclers than my own scholars. These children may do other lessons indifferently, but I attribute their good 
reading to the us_e of the Royal Reader. I think the Australian Reader is an improvement on the Irish Reader. 

15. By Rev. ,Tarnes Scott.-Do you. think it would· be desirable to give m01:e time, to the imparting 
of Education about- common things than is usually devoted to that purpose in a Public School?. That· 
might be dcirie by object lessons, and when object .lessons are given those are the sort of subjects which a1·e 
taught. I do think more time might be given to this class of instruction: · 
, . 16. By J.1fr. Bmddon.-Are Night Schools, Half-time Schools, and Infant Schools established. in 
-sufficient number to meet the requirements of the Colony as' far as your experience extends? ·. I think 
Night Schools might be more numerous than they are with advantage to the community. The Board give 
.encouragement to the teache~·s to open them when necessary. As for Half-time · Schools, more might be 
beneficially established.· I do not see how Infant Schools could be established in the Country Districts with 
good results ; they might be of advantage in augmented numbers in thickly populated districts. 
. 17. By Rev .. R. D. Poulett-Harri.s.-Do the Board of Education rncognise the Night Schools as 
part of their Educational system? They do. i · . · . · · . 

18. And does the teacher of _a Night School receive the fe~s? He does. 
19; By 1.lfr. Braddon.~Have you given any consideration to the Kindergarten.system? I have not. 
20. Hav_e you experienced any difficulty in collecting school fees·? Not any ·.great difficulty. I have 

sometimes had to take them "in kind," or go without.them ; iri some country districts this is a common case. 
: . 2i. What. arrangements are made for tl~e fuel of your school? None, except those I· make myself. 
T have to provide it under the Board's Regulations_; occasionally.I have had a little fuel given me. 

22. By M1· . .A.1'cluw.-Is: a dwelling-house provided for you? Yes. -
23. By Mr. Braddon.-Do you think it desi1·able that a standard of regular att.endance should be 

fixed? I do, and that ·every child should attend not less than three clays a week. . 
: · ... 24. By Mi·. Archer.-Do you think the ip.crease of Night- Schools would affect the attendance of the 
children at the Day, 'Schools? Not if the minimum age of the children attending the Night Schools was 
limited to 14. Frequently my younger pupils ask permission to leave school e_arly to go rabbiting. I am 
certain if these children were allowed to attend Night School under a certain age, they would absent them-
·selves from Day School altogether. . · . - . 
. 25. Do you think' the examination of teachers under the Board of Education is sufficiently extended? 
I think it is now. · 
· :_. 26. Is it desirable, in yot~r opinion, that a Training School for Teachers shot~ld be established? If it 
~ottld b~ established it would be a great advantage to .teachers. . · . 
· · 27. B;I/ J.1:fr. A1'cher.-Do you think there would be any advantage in increasing the number of pupil 
teachers in Public Schools, so that each pupil teacher would have more time to devo'te to self-education and less 
time to teaching? I thjnk.fmpil.teachers have a great deal to lea,rn, and under the present-system all their time is 
supposed, in school hours, to. be .devoted to the practical work of teaching. The Head Teacher is supposed 
.to.-devote special time to teaching them after,school hours,-one hour a day. · I think an increase of the 
number of pupil teachers would be an advantage to the Head Teacher and the school, if not to themselves. 

· 28. By JJfr. Braddon.-Might not the end aimed at by a Training School be attained by t~tilising one 
oi· two 'of the larger Public Schools· at Hobart and Launceston in this direction? · Yes, as I have known 
·many of the young teachers trained 'in om - Public Schools tui·n out well.;, so I cannot think the present 
·pupil teacher system has been a failure so far. · •, . · · 
·. ·29. Are yot{ in favour of making. Education free as ·well as compuls.ory, the teachers recei.ving, in lieu 
of fees paid -by parents, additional salaries proportioned to effective character ancl attendance of their schools? 
-In my position as teacher I should hail the change. . 

· 30: By Rev. R, D. Poulett-Ha1'r-i.~.-From your general rema'rks I gather that you consider the 
:present system of Ptiblic. Education works fairly well? I do; but I thi1)k at the same time the Local 

. Boards should l1ave their powers extended. · · 
· 31. By JJ!I1'. Arc1wr.-Do think that sufficient discretionary powei· is allowed to the teachers 

of the schools i:ri. the choice of subjects · for Education? I think there is, and that it is not too 
· limited. The Board supply us with a certain programm_e or standard up to which ,ve are supposed to 
.educate the classes;· if we do that, they do not _interfere with 11s further. ·. · · 

32. By }lf-r. Bird.-Do you give religious'instruction every clay, and, atwhat horir·? :. Every day, from 
9 to half-past. . · . · · · 
. 33. Do you give such instrnction to tl~e whole ·school at once, or in the c1asse~ sepa{·ately? To the 

·whole school at once. . - • . · · . 
34 .. What is the-character of the instruction you give, and what books do you use?· I give them verbal 

less·ons from the Bible itself,-not from the specified lesson text-books. · · 
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35. Do you comment on the Script11re lesson you read? No ; I make it more a Scriptural narrative 
lesson, and comment only as far as it is necessary to bring the· trnths to be leamt within the undei·standing 
of the children. · · 

36. If religious t1·uths occur in reading the lessons, do:you call particular attention to them? I do not. 
37. Do any child1,en withdraw from the school by their parents' wish when religious instruction is 

given, and are· you careful to ascertain the parents' wish in the matter? I always exclude those children 
whom I ·know to be Roman Catholics from the Scriptural lesson, having first supplied their parents -with 
the Board's printed instructions on the subject. . . 

38. Do you thin_k that your practice in this. matter is g·e_neral? As far as my personal experience goes, 
I do. · 

39. Do many of the children, of. your school attend Sunday School? The majority. 
40. Does your exp_erience lead you to think the PubJic School children generally attend Sunday 

Schools?. I think the majority do. ·. · 
41. Do you use any other books than those authorised by the Board? I do not. 
42: Is there any large number of children in your neighbourhood who attend no school? Not a large 

number; but there are a few. · 
. 43. Has compulsory action been faken to proetire the attendance of absentees, and has such action had 
the effect of securing regular attendance? • No action of the kind has been taken. 

44. Is the attendance of those on the rolls fairly regular?_ Fairly so, except in individual cases. This 
remark applies to free scholars as well as those who pay. · 

45. What special means do you use to procure full and regular attendance? The best means I find is 
to give the cl1ildren· marks for attendance ; they then at.tend in _the hope of gaining prizes by means of these 
marks at the end of the term. · 

46. What measures do you adopt to secure the attendance of absentees? I point out to parents the 
advisability and advantage of sending their children to school. In one case the Superintendent of Police 
was spoken to,-the children were then at once sent to school. I think it impolitic for the teacher to exercise 
any special means of coercion with the pai·ents. 

_ 47. Could a larger attendance be secured were compulso1,y measures adopted, and would it be advan
tageous to adopt such a course? I think a few more scholars might be compe,lled to attend with advantage 
to themselves. · ., 

48. Have you any free schola.rs? Six or eight. 
49. Have you any free scholars where parents ought to pay? No, I think not. . 
50. By whose authority are such children placed on the free list? By the soJe authority of the Chair

man of the Local Board, and as he is Warden of the District, he has an intimate knowledge of the means 
of most of the parents. · 

51. Is that the usual authority exercised in admitting free scholars to otlier schools? From my own 
experience, I think so. 

52. Is it well that that authority should rest with the._Chairman alone? No; I think tliat power 
should be vested in the Local Board. · 

53. W onld it be desirable to make the distance· for compulso17 attendance three or tour miles in the 
case of any of the children during any portion of the year? I think the distance might be extended to 
three miles for all children over 10 years of age ; some children come five miles to my own school. I think 
the compulsory age for attendance at school should be from 6 to 12, instead of 7 to 14 years of age.· . 

54. vVould you approve of Local School Boards having authority to inspect and examine the schools 
periodically. I would. 

55. State about what proportion of children leave the schools before_ they are competent to pass 
examination in the 5th or 6th Class. Fully one-half leave the· school before they can pass the 6th Class 
examination, because they enter the school at so advanced an age that they have to leave before they can 
enter that Class ; one-fifth leave before they can pass the 5th Class examination,-thus leaving less than 
one-fourth who attain the highest standard. · · 

56 .. Generally speaking, could children with ordina1·y .diligence pass in the 6th Class by attending 
school from the age of 6 until the age of 12 is reached? Yes; from what I have seen, children of ordinary 
ability could, with a fairly regular attendance. 

57. By .1lfr. Braddon;-Do yon think that the instruction: imparted by pupil teachers is of a satis
factory character? Speaking again from my own experience, I think so. 

58. B.11 Rev. James Scott:-Do yon think tl1at the present minimum of 20 scholars might be reduced 
"l'.>i.th.advantage, in order to supply the wants of thinly peopled districts? I do. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 9, 1883: 

REV. C. J. BRAMMALL caUed in and examined. 

l. By .1l1r. Bfrd.-You are the Rev. C; J. Brainmall, and you live at Sorell? Yes. 
2. Have you had any experience in Public Schools, or in other school teaching? I have, since 1847. 
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3. "\Vas this experience in this Colony entirely? No ; in this Colony since 1855. 
4. By Rev. James Scott.-What ·experience have you had in connection with the.Public Schools 

of the Colony? Very little in Hobart ; but I have had . considerable experience in the Country 
Districts since 1868. · 

5. In what capacity? As a visitor and as a member of Local School Boards? 
6. How many of those Local School Boards have you been connected with, and in what capacity? I 

am at present connected with three, but have been-a Member of all the Local Boards in the District of 
S01·ell, and Chairman of· the greater number . 

.7. In your opinion is the present working of the Local Board systein satisfactory? I think not. 
8. Please state in what particulars you think it unsatisfactory?· In the first place, Local School 

Boards are irresponsible in a measure to the Central Board ; on the other hand, they seem to have no power 
to act. In my experience the proceedings of_ the Local Boards have been extremely irregular,-frequent 
meetings, but no minutes kept ; and, as far as I know, no full record made of the proceedings of any of the 
Local Boards with which I· have been .connected. · 

9. Are the Chairmen of the Local Boards with which you are a·ssociated elected annually? No. 
. 10. When tl;e Chairmen engage in work officially, is it on their own responsibility or by the direction 

of the Local Boards? Sometimes on . their own responsibility., and sometimes by directions given in an 
irregular manner by the Local Boards? . , 

ll. Are the representations made by the Chairmen of Local Boards to the Central Board always 
attended to? I think so, invariably, but not always promptly. 

· 12. By Mr. Arclwr.-Do 'you think the powers· of the Local School Boards-(see Appendix 1)
might be advantageously extended in accordance with the suggestions of the Select Committee on Education 
in 1882? Please consider them .~eriatim. 

I approve of Clauses I. and II. 
Clause rrr.·I do not approve of. It would be an invidious task for Local School Boards to regulate 

either age or distance from which children should attend school. My own opinion is that from six 
to seven as the minimum age, but that the maximum age might still be 14 years. I also think 
that if a child is educated up to a certain standard it might be freed from school attendance at 12 
years of age. · 

Clause IV. I agree with. 
Clause V. I think in this Clause an appeal should be allowed on the part of the teacher, and on the 

part of a minority of the Local Board. 
Clauses VI., VII., and VIII: I see no objection to. 
13. By .1.Wr. Bird.-If Local Boards were given these extended powers, and had the oversight over 

groups of schools, would a better class of members be obtained? I think so. I know of members of. Local 
Boards under the present system who do not even know where the school building is. 

14. Do you think. members of Local Boards should be elected by ratepayers or parents, or appointed 
as they now are? I do not think the majority of ratepayers or parents would take any trouble in the election, 
consequently the power of electing would be in the hands· of a few . 

. 15. Would that apply also to the election of a separate Board for each school, as well as to the election 
of District Boards? Equall_}'to both. · . . 

16. How could the interest of Local Boards generally in the schools be ensured? By giving them the 
extended powers recommended in the Report of the· Select Committee on Education. 

17. By Rev. James Scott.~Are there many children within the school age in your district who do not 
attend any school? Yes. · · 

18. To what do you attribute this? To the loose manner in which the compulsory clause has been 
framed. 

19. You think that it might be made much more severe with advantage.?. I do. 
20. Do you think that, in addition to the infliction of a fine, imprisonment for a brief term would be 

an advantage for infringements of the compulsory attendance clause? I do not, because the clause does 
not define what should be considered as attendance. Parents who are compelled to send their children to 
school will send them, perhaps, once in•a fortnight. My idea as to what ought to be the intei·pretation of that 
clause is, that "attendance" should mean at least four clays· in the week, as that is the attendance which 
gives the teacher a claim for fees for children on the free list. 

21. Are there many free scholars in the schools which come under your notice? Yes. 
22. How are the free scholars admitted to the school? In some schools on the proper certificate of the 

Chairman of the Local Bc,mrd, with the concurrence of two or three of the Board Members ; in others, by 
the teacher, without certificate, in which case the teacher loses the fees. 

23. When t_he fees 'are paid, is it always in cash or sometimes in kind? Sometimes in kind, I think. 

24. Is it your opinion that the present minimum of 20 in country sclrnols might be reduced wit11 
advantage? It is. 

25. Do you know of any hardship to a teacher arising from the rigorous exercise of the Board's power 
to close the school when its attendants do not number 20? There was a school closed in my district under 
these circumstances a few years ago. This was simply because the parents had not been compelled to send 
their children to school. After the school had been closed the parents of the non-attending children said 
they would then have sent them, and consequently might have been made to do so before; the district would 
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not then hav_e lost .the school. The Cherry Tree Opening School is the one to which I refer. I see in the 
last annual appointment of Local School Boards that Bream Creek is omitted. . I am aware that the 
minimum attendance has not been reached for some time, but I . could name some 30 children who ·might 
attend. . . · · . . · . · · . 

26. But, within your experience, has it never occurred that the minim1~m·1rnmber has not been attained 
owing to the weather, 1:oads, or some other unavoidable cause,-both teachers and parents being free from 
blame? It has. · 

27. Have y01i known an instan~e of a school being closed urnl.er those conditions? Yes; I know 
an instance in which the female assistant was dispensed with from those c·auses. 

28. Ca:n yon offer any suggestion by which you think the want of education in thinly populated districts 
could- be supplied? If. there was any person in the district competent to teach, I think a small grant ii1 aid 
should be made. I also think that_ some assistance might be well given to 1:iarents of two or three families 
who were prepared to ·make some sacrifi9e and club tog_ether to engage a teacher for their children. This 
assistance should be in proportion to the number of children he actually taught, :;ay half the expense of the 
teacher if the children numbered 10, and so on _in proportion. · 

29. A~·e proper precaut1ons taken by the Central Board at the :;tnmml appointment of the Local School 
Boards to secme the consent of the persons so nominated? In this year's list, on one of the Local Boards· 
in my _district I see the name of a person who has been dead some five years. 

30. What is your practice as to imparting relig-ious instruction in the Public Scl1ools in your own 
district? I impart religious instruction in all the Public Schools within reach as regularly and.frequently 
as practicable, from 9 to half-past in the morning; and in the last half hom of the afternoon. 

31. B.1/ .11fr. Bircl.-Are any means taken to allow the children of other denominations than your own 
to retire when that religious instruction is being imparted? Yes. 

32. Are children of the various deno~inations present ·with the cognizance and approval of their parents 
wl1ilst that religious instruction is being imparted?. Yes. 

33. By Rev. James &ott-Do you think_ the present standard of Ed.ucation 1night be extended with 
advantage? I think it is sufficiently high already. 

· 34. By 11fr. Bi'/"(l.-Do you think _an_y large proportion of children in the ccmntry districts attain pro
ficiency in the 5th or 6th Class? I do not. There are very few country schools in my district in which 
there is a 6th Class. · 

35. By Rev. James Scott.-From your own observation, into which Class do children generally get 
before leaving school? Few get beyond the 4th Class. 

36. If childi:~n of average ability attend scl1ool reg·ularly from 6 to 12 years of age, would they reach 
the 6th Class before leaving? Yes. - · · ! · · 

37. B_11 .11£r. Bircl.~Are the qualifications of teachers generally sufficient? That is a difficult question 
to answer directly. I consider aptitude for teaching of more importance than high attainments, I think 
the educational attainments of teachers as a rule are quite sufficient. · 

38. By Rev. ,Ta,me.~ Scott.-What is the usual practice for providing firing in the schools under yolll' 
charge? The teacher sometime~ provides the firing· himself,_ but not always. · 

39. You have stated that you have. ·withdrawn fi:om several Local School Boards,-what was your 
reason for so doing? Because l thought the compulsory clause should be giyen rigorous effect to. I was 
one of the most active members of those Boards, and did not think I was the pi·oper person to invoke the 
aid of the compulsory measures ? ' · 

· 40. B.11 .1lfr. A1·cher.-Do you· tl1ink that a system of free and compulsory education would work 
better than the present system? I am not at all sure that it would. 

· 41. Do you think that the present system of School inspection is all that can be desired? With three 
Inspectors, it should be. · 

42. By .11:fr. Binl.-Do you know whether religious instruction is given by the teachers generally?' 
I believe it is. 

43. Do you know what the character of it is? I think the teachers generally confine themselves to 
the lessons found in the reading-books supplied by the Board of Education. 

44. Have you heard of any dissatisfaction arising from the relig_ious instruction given by teachers? 
I have not .. 

45. Are there any denominational or private schools in your district? There are not. 
46. Is there a sufficient number of Public Schools to meet the re-quirements of the district? Yes, all 

full-time Schools. 
47. Do you regard Free Schools as a necessity for the poorer and more destitute class of children? 

Certainly not in lhe country. · 
48. Is the present mode of training teachers by the ·pupil teacher system efficient? I think it might 

be improved upon. 
49. Do teache1;s thus train.eel often become v:ery efficient? I am not prepar~d to say often ; but cer

tainlv some thus traine[l are very efficient. I think there are more defects in the efficiency of the trainers 
than· in the system. . 

50. Is the establishment of a Training School for Teachers desirable? I think so. 
51. Could sucl; a school be established in connection with a large Public School? I cannot see why 

it sho11ltl not. 
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52. Have you watched the system of E~hibitions fro~ Public to Superim; Schools? I have not. 
53. Do you thi,nk that a system of F~ee Education would be likely to p'roduc'e a better attendance at 

the schools? I do not. , . - . , 

, 54. W ~uld _you think it desirable that· a teacher should be paid partialiy according to the results of 
examinations as to the children's proficiency? I am not prepared to answer this question. ' 

· 55. · Po you thin1: the _present system_ of central control ov~r. the Educational system of the Colony is 
perfect, 01· would. it be better to centre the control in a paid professional Head in association ,vith, and 
subordinate to a Minister of Educati?n? _ I think that would be a better cours(;l. . , -. ; 

56. By Rev. Jarnes Scott.-Does your last answer refer to the Cou11cil of Education also?, It does 
not. 

57. Do you think th~ present.m~de of electing Membe1:s to vac_ancies in· the Council of Education_ a 
good one? I think the Council should have a voice in the matter, but not full power to elect. _ -. , . 

58. By .ilfr. Bfrd,-Is it desirable to increase the number of scholarships urider the Council ·of Edu-
cation? , I should be s01·ry to see the number increased at the expens~ of the value. · , · . 
, 59. Do you think that four scholarships of £100 per ,annum each would be more valuable to the youth 

of the Colony than two of £200 each? I do not. · · · 
60. By Rev. R. D. Poulett-Hmr·i.~.-Then you c~nsider tirnt' the present system- of Primary 

Education works well? Fairly well. · 
61. Has anything presented itself to you as a definite blot in the system which, if you had the, power, 

you would wish to rectify? · I think if the Training School for Teachers were established we would get on 
much better. · 

MR. vV. J. J. REYNOLDS, lYiaste1' Central School, called iii and examined. 

l. By M1\ Bi?-d.-You are Mr. W. J. J. Reynolds, and you are the Ma:;;ter of the Central School? 
Iam. · , 

2. How long have you been in the service of the Board of Education of Tasmania_? Nearly 17 years ; 
but I have been teaching some 30 years. 

3. You had a certificate of ·competency from the English Council of Education? I· had, having 
1·eceived my training in_the Cheltenham. Training College, where Dr. Brom by was the Principal. · 

4. Do you consider the present system of C~ntral Education control works satisfactorily? I think, 
in a small Colony like this, that , system is likely to be more satisfactory than if the Department were 
controlled by a paid Head and Minister of Education. · 

5. If there was a paid professional-Head in connection with the Minister of Education, do you think 
tliat course would meet the requireme_nts of the Colony better than the present system ? I do not think it 
would. No such experiment has to my k1'10wleclge been tried in any' Country or Colony except Ceylon, 
where they have to deal with natives and where law is rather arbitrary. , In New Zealand all the work is 
done by Boards, and in a most satisfactory manner. In some of the other Colonies the Minist~r of Educa
tion is ~he only paid Head. In this small community there ·would scarcely be enough work for a Minister 
of Education and paid Head t~o clays a week, and the expense of two such_ officials would be sufficient to 
pay for a Model School, and raise the incomes, of 50 of the worst paid teachers £20 a year (£900+_£60(} 
=£1500.) · . . - _ . , 

6. '.['hen _ do you think that the Board of Education has, on the whole, administered the ·system 
satisfactorily ? I do, on the whole. · 

7. By Rev. James Scott.-Do you think that the Board of Education, meeting as it, does once a 
month, and meetings occasionally lapsing, is competent to manage the affairs entmstecl to it? I do_. In 
New Zealand, where Boards are thoroughly tested under the new system, the usual time of meeting is once 
a month. _Here, though a meeting may' lapse, a special meeting may be called at any time when there is a 
press of business, and this is often clone. 

_ 8. Speaking of your own knowledge, is the work of the Board of Education carried on in ·the interval 
between" its meetings by the Secretary or any other of its officers ? All routine work is carried on under the 
direction of the Chairman in the -intei·val between the meetings of the Board. All other matters are left 
to the con13ideration of the Board. _ 

.9. In the event of it being the case that the wo.rk is carried on by the Chairman 01:•.Secretary iii such 
. intervals, do you consider that preferable to having a paid professional Head? This is certai!11Y preferable 
to ii, paid Head, for he may have prejudices ; but in a case of difference between the masters and Inspectors, 
or the masters and Local Boards, &c:, the Central Board acts as_ a jury, and all its chief discussions a're open · 
to the Press. · ' _ 

10.- By .zi:fr. Bird.---,Has not ~ome difficulty been experienced by your Board in getting its representa~ 
tions attended to by the Central Board? Only so far as repairs to the building are conce1:necl. · 

ll. Have those repairs been' at length effected? They have. 
, · 12. By Re~. Jame.~ Scott.-ls it your opinion that the removal of the pupil· -t~acher (refe1·red to by 

Mr. Chas. Walch before the Select Committee on Education, 1882) by the Central Board, without reference 
to the Local Board, has impaired the efficiency of the school? The case referred to by Mr. Chas. Walch 
was riot a pupil teacher at all, but _that of an assistant justly entitled to promotion. - Mr. 'Walch must have 
been under a misappi·chension. I have often felt great inconveniHnce when Assistants have been-removed 
before others have been appointed in their places, and this has at times greatly i:mpedecl the work of the 
school. 



18 

13. Would you approve of Local School Boards being elected by ratepayers? I should. 
14. Do you think the ratepayers gene.rally would interest themselves in such elections? I think they 

would. 
15. Do yon think a better class of persons would be procured by election than by the present system 

of appointment? I do. 
1_6. Do yon think Members of Local School Boards ,;onld take~ deeper ·interest in school work if 

electe_d than if appointed as at ·present?. I do. I think if they were elected by the people they would foel 
they held a responsible position. They have no such feeling now whilst they are appointed by Government. 

17. Do yon think District School Boards, each of which would have control o'ver ·several schools, 
would be preferable to a Local Board for each school? I do most decidedly, and I have considered this 
question carefully: In New Zealand the practice. has so far answered well. 

· 18. Do yon· think that the popular interest would be greater in District Boa1·d elections than in elections 
for Local Boards for each District School? I do. In some places in Tasmania it is difficult to find eligible 
candidates who can and will take sufficient interest to _fit them to be members of a Local Board. 

19. Do you generally approve of the recommendattons inade by' the Select_ Committee on Education, 
1882? (See Appendix 1.) Please go through them seriatim. · · 

I. Certainly not. This would only cause delay in all communications. The Local Board would have 
to be called together; perhaps there would not be a quorum for some time; then, when there 
was one, the letter· would have to be forwarded to the Central Board, then referred to the 
Inspectors, and back the same way again.· 

II. I cannot answer this paragraph, as I do noi believe in a· paid Head of the Department other than 
a Minister of the Crown. · 

III. I agree ,vith this recommendation. 
IV. I agree with this also. . 

V. In to,,,ns this is very undesirable. In country places the school would always be wanted, for if one 
person or denomination had it all the rest would want it. A Public School should not be used 
btit fo1; Public School purposes. A great .deal of damage is often rlone to buildings by Sunday 
scholars (who·are seldom under proper control), and at evening meetings. Tire result is that the 
teacher is often blamed for that for which he is not responsible. 

VI. If Local Boards had this duty to perform, what school would they take_ for their guide or standard? 
Not having a Public School training, the Local Boards may. often 1:equire the teacher to teach 
something altogether contrary to the system of Public School work. Then, the refusal to carry 
out the suggestions of the Local Board may call into requisition the power contained in 
paragraph b. 

VII. I do not ~gree with this._ 
YIU. I do not agree with this.· 

IX. The power of fixing a standard of competency should rest entirely with the Inspectors. 
20. Does the Pupil Teacher System· procluce a faii·ly qualified class of teachers? I think it docs. 
21. Is there any difficulty in getting pu}'iil teachers to engage in the service of the Board of Education? 

There is a difficulty, chiefly arising from the insufficient salaries paid them. . 
. 22. ·w oulcl it be desirable to indenture pupil teachers for 4 years, as is clone in· England? If it could 

be clone it would be desirable; but I think it would result in there being fewer applicants for the position . 
. 23. Is the employment of pupil teachers as assistants in the school very advantag·eous dtiring the earlier 

_years of their training? In some cases they are of great assistance. 
24. Can you suggest any improvement in the Pupil Teacher system? I have reported on this subject 

to the Central Board, and shall be happy to furnish the Commission with that report. 
25. ·what proportion of pupil teachers secui·e certificates of competency? I am not able to answer 

this question. 

26. Do i:nany of the pupil teac1iers who commence go through with their course of training? The 
majority do so. . . · . 

27. Would a Training School for · Teachers be likely to produce a· more highly qualified class? 
Undoubtedly it would, in conjunction with the present system. · 

28. Has the fone come, in your opinion, for the establishment of such a school in Tasmania? 
·Certainly, if not .-on too large a scale. · · 

29. Should such a Training School be a separate establishment, or a Model School in connection with 
·one of our large schools? A Model School in connection with one of our larger schools. 

30. Has rour experience qualified you to offer an opinion as to the method and management of Model 
Schools? I consider it has. I had a full term of _training at one of the best Training Colleges in England, 
and I was at one time offered the mastership of the Model School in connection with that institution, but I 
1iad the clay before unfortunately accepted another appointment. 

31. w·ill you briefly describe such \t Model School as you think would be adapted for the reqitircments 
·of the Colony ? . . · . . 

A 111 odel School. 
(1.) The Buildin!Js.-For a Model School in a city like Hobart the position should be central, so that 

it might command children from a11 parts. The school building should be of a modern type, containing the 
best apparatus. There should be a master's residence not far from the school, where the students shoul~ live 
with the Principal. 
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· (2.) The Staff should consist of the Principal, whq has had a full time of training in one of the chief 

Training Institutions in England, and -who should have full cb,arge of the Model School ; a Second Master, 
who should be able to manage. the ·whole school when •necessary, and to instruct tµe pupil teachers ; a, Female 
Assistant to superintend the sewing classes and ·undertake the usual dutie•s of an ordinary teacher; and there 
should be the usual number of •pupil teachers and assistants according to the attendance, as well as the 
students under training. Three at a time would be ample for the requirements of this Colony. .These 
should be selected from the. most deserving of· the young teachers of the various schoo)s wh9 had 
completed their full term as pupil teachers. (The Second Master might be selected from the most promising 
of the students after the training.) · · · 

(3.). Duties.-The Principal should superintend the whole, arranging for and giving lectures in method 
to the students in training, whose time should be devoted to teaching and study alternately under the direction 
and supervision of the Principal. Criticism lessons should be a daily preparation and practice,. The students 
should reside with the Principaf and have tlie advantage of his hoine example. 'l'he rules drawn up and 
submitted ·for the Board's· app1;oval should detail the time for recreation, evening studies, and Sunday: duties; 
in fact, the cou1·se of life should be as much as possible the life of a student in a Training Institution in 
England. In addition to the lectures by the Principal of the Model School on school management, the 
students might visit at stated times Christ's College, or any other high scholastic establishment, to receive 
tuition in such subjects as the Board of Education should direct,-which · subjects should comprise 
English, Mathematics, Chemistry, together with Latin and Fl·ench, or one of these languages only. 
Instruction in the last-named should not be permitted unless the students' knowledge of Englis.h Grammai·, 
Literature, and Arithmetic were such as would pass· with credit the .A. . .A.. Degree. Thus. the extra subjects 
would·prove a stimulant to proficiency in English and .A.rithm.etic, which proficiency is necessary for every 
Public School teacher. Drawing and Singing-essential subjects in English schools-should also form part 
of the instruction here. 

( 4.) Probable Cost pm· Yea1·.-The School would take ·the place of an ordinary Public School, and 
the only additional expense would be, say, £50 extra to the Principal; £150 for a Second Master ; about• 
£40 each for the board of the three students, £10 or £15 each for their own use upon ·receiving a good 
report from the Principal ; about £50 for fees for. extra instruction out of the Training Institution ; and 
some £100 a year for rent of master:s residence and other contingencies. So that, in my opinion, for £500 
a year a Model School might be established that would meet the present requirements of Tasmanian Public 
Schools. The number of students might be increased to six or eight if it were thought -necessary, with . 
only a, small additional expense. The Cheltenham Training College, which ranks among the first in 
England, and which educates annually more than 100 masters, was, I believe, commenced somewhat in a 
sin1ilar·way. 

32. By Rev. R. D. Poulett-Ha1-ris.-You have sent many successful Exhibitioners from the Goulburn-
. street Pt1blic School? I have. i-;. · 

33. I presume you have always found it necessary to given them special instruction over and above the 
school work? Very little. 

34 .. It has been found by the Head Masters of the Superior Schools that the boys who come to them 
from the Public Schools are at a great disadvantage, not ·having had any teaching in Latin, French, or 
Euclid. Would you consider it desirable that the examinations for Exhibitipns from Public to Superior 
Schools should include any Latin, French, or Euclid? I think it would; but Public Schools would require 
a more competent staff of assistants to enable the Master to give sufficient time to impart instruction in 
these subjects. . . 

35. By Rev. James Scott.-Do these Exhibitions work to the general advantage of the schoor? I 
believe they do ; but in very large schools the Head Master cannot sufficiently confine his teaching to the 
upper classes, having so much general supervisi.on. · . . 

36. Does the after career of these Exhibitioners justify the continuance of .these Exhibitions? Yes, so 
far as I can ·speak, which is of those_ boys who have left my own school. Two have gained Tasmanian 
Scholarships, and are working in Tasmania,-one as Second Master of the High School, and the other as 
one of the Inspectors of Schools. · 

37. By J.11r. Bird.-.A.re you in favour of a continuation or extension of the Exhibition system. I 
think it might be altered with advantage. 

38. Will you indicate in what way? Some Exhibitions might be given fo those who pass exceptionally 
good examinations in the Sixth Standard. .A.n Exhibition might occasionally be given to the school or 
schools which pass the best annual examination. 

39. By Rev. James Scott.-Do you think that four Scholarships of £100 a year would better advance 
the cause of education than 'two of £200 a year? I do not. I think it would be better to give two of 
£200 a year, tenable at a British University, and two of £100 a year each, tenable at a Colonial or British 
University. 

40. By Rev. R. D. Poulett-Harris.-On the ·whole, do you think the Tasmanian Scheme. of Education 
works fairly well for the benefit of the Colony? I do. . . · _ 

41. By Mr. Bir_d.-Is religious instruction imparted at all in your school? Yes; before 10 A.M. · 

42. Is it imparted to the whole school at once, or in classes separately? In classes separately. 
43. From what books are the religious lessons taken? ·They are all oral lessons. 
44. .A.re they of a doctrinal, historical, or preceptive character? Historical and preceptive, never doctrinal. 
45. Do clergymen attend the school frequently? Yes. · 
46 . .A.re there many children whose parents object to the religious instruction given?. , None have 

objected; but only children of the denomination. of the clergyman are taken into. the class, .except at the 
express wish of the parents. 
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47. And al'e those childl'en allowed to withdraw? They are. . . 

· 48. By Rev. James Sco~t.-Does the cle~·gyman who attends y~ur school confine hh~self t~ imparting 
religious inst.ruction to children of his own denomination ? He does, except in cases ment10ned m 46. 

49. Is the religious instruction impaited by the ·clergyman who visits your school of denominational or 
of a general character? Of a general character. ·. · . 

· 50. By Mr. Bi1-d.-Have you any free_ scholars at your school? None. 
. 51. Do you think it desirable that free scholars should' be in separate schools in large centres of popu-

lation rather than associated with the paying scholars. I do. · 

52. 
0

Do )'OU think that sufficient provision is made in Hobart for ,the education of the lowest, most 
destitute, and depraved classes of children? I do. . · . 

53. By Rev. James ~cott.-If children of average ability attended school regularly from 6 _to 12 years 
of age, would they be able to attain to the 6th Class standard'! They would in most cases, but 1t generally 
takes longer in consequence of irregularity. 

54. What ·proportion of the scholars who enter school pass a creditable examination in the 5th or 6th 
Class before leaving? Last year (1882) there was an average of 11 per cent. passed tlu:ough the 5th and 
6th Classes in the Central School. I cannot say what proportion of the rest will reach these classes. It 
depends upon the time they are at school. 

55. By 1}f-r. Bird,-Do you think it desirable that the system of Free Education for all Public Schools 
should be introduced? I think that in some respects a free system would work beneficially, but it would be 
open also to grave objections. 

56. From what source should the cost of education be defrayed, if it was made entirely free? By a 
general special education rate. . · · . · . 

57. Do you think that better attendance-would be· secured by a system of Free Education? Generally 
I think there would be. · . 

58. Why do you think a Free System preferable to the present one? Some parents make the excuse 
that they cannot afford to pay for ·their children. One holiday a week is sufficient to induce some parents 
to keep their children away the whole week. There would, however, be this disadvantage of the Free 
System,-all classes would have to mix, and it is a question whether the mixing of good and carefully 
brought up children with rough, neglected, and probably vicious ones, on the doubtful cliance of elevating 
the latter, would rtot be productive of serious evil rather than good. 

59. If the Free System of Education was introduced, do you think that teachers should receive a full 
salary from the State, or be paid partially by results and attendance? If the system in vogue now were 
abolished the present masters should receive salaries commensurate with their incomes at the time of the 
change. ·A small per-cent.age should then be given for 1:esults and attendance, which should be divided 
pro rata among the whole of the teachers. 

60. Have you h~d OJ_Jportunities of judging of the effect of compulsory measures? 1'he state of the 
present law prevents 1t bemg a thorough success. · · 

61. What number of days should be the minimum of attendance for a child per week? Three days. 
. 62. By Rev. Jame.~ Scott.-W ould the establishment of any Superior Public School in any locality 

where the. extent of population permits supply a want now existing under the present system? It would, 
if the children attending it had previously attained the 6th Class standard. . 

63. Is it your opinion that all teachers rn all Private as well_ as Public Schools should be certificated? 
.Most certainly it is. · 

64_. By ltfr. Bi-rcl.-Is it desirable to alter the present scale of School Fees?· I do not think so. 
. 65'. By Rev. James Scott.-Are there any other suggestions or alterations in the p1·esent system yon 
would like to· suggest? . · 

(a.) Holidays.-There is an insufficiency of holidays in Board Schools. All Public Schools should 
have five weeks, in acklition to casual days, such as Public Holidays. In London and other large cities in 
England that time is given,-three weeks in summer and two at Ciuistmas. In country places this is con
siderably increased, accord~ng to the length of harvest. In New -South Wales they have five weeks. In 

. New Zealand I believe there are more. But in Tasmania the Public Schools have only three weeks,
therefore no holidays from Christmas to Christmas, except a day now and then. This is too much strain 
upon the brain of both teachers and scholars, and it is difficult-to say what evil is caused thereby. 

(b ). Cltanging Teaclters.-There is a practice of changing the pupil teachers after they have finished 
their apprenticeship, and sending them to another school for a time. I have never heard. of such a practice 
befo1:e, and I feel satisfied that the plan is a bad one. It takes away a teacher when l1is services are valuable 
to the school, and he is often only undoing in another school what he· has taken years to learn. · 

(c.) Permanent Assistants.-There is no provision in the Tasmanian Scheme of Education for 
appointing assistants to .take a place between the head master and the ex-pupi_l teachers. There is really 
no one in the large schools who is able to carry on the duties of the master in case of illness or of absence 
from any other cause: Some of the ex-pupil teachers could be employed as permanent assis~ants at a fair salary. 
. (d.) Physical Science, Singing,_ and Drarving.-A fee of, say, £3 a year for each subject should be 
given to all teachers who teach either or all of these three important branches of education in their respective 
schools. When these subjects were added to the English .Programme of Instruction a similar plan was 
adopted, and answered well. 

· (e.) Gymnasia.-A small gymnasium should be erected in the play-ground of each Public School 
( under cover if p·ossible ). A contract to supply 100 schools with swings and bars· would cost the Colony 
very little, and they would last for 20 years. 
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(.f.) A Pttb,lic School Clerlt.,-There is a considerable amount of clerical work connected with the 

large Public Schools in Tasmania. It often takes up a deal of valuable. tinie for the Head Teacher to make 
out returns, which almo~t' anyone could do .. The London School Board appoint officers, who are not engaged 
in teaching, to make up weekly an:d other return~, each taking several schools, thereby releasing'the teachers 
from these duties· and enabling them to devote their whole. attention to the instruction of the ci1ildren. This 
plan is much praised. It might be adopted with advantage in Hobart, and at a very little co:,t. · The 
Visiting Officer might do this b_esides his othe1' .duties, at an outfaJ'. to the State of about .£25 a year. 

. (g.) Tree Planting.-Some arrangements should be made by which English trees should be planted in 
all the play-grounds belonging to the Public Schools of this Colony. 'l'hey would shelter from the heat in 
summer, and they would not prevent the little·sun in winter from reaching the children in their recreation 
time. Whei·e it is possible, small garden allotments of a few yards square should be given to the ~lder 
pupils attending_ each school, so that habits of industry, economy, &c. might be cu_ltivated by the children. 

(h.) I thoroiighly agr~e with the Board'.s Rule No. 20, and I·believe nine-tentl1s of"t.he other masters 
agree with me. A teacher who works hard all the week does an injustice to his school if he engages himself 
to heavy work on Sunday. He wants all the time that he is not employed in public school duties to rest 

. his mind. It is a well-known fact that if it 'were .:riot for this Rule many masters, especially in the country, 
would be morally bound to preach; ·superintend Sunday Schools, &c., or they would in all proba·bility lose. 
the assistance of those who are best able to assist them in keeping up the numbers of their schools. This 
Rule protects them. · · 

(i.) Sala1·ies qf .A.ssistants.-With regard to the new Rule concerning the increase of the saiaries of 
assista1its, I quite agree that they should have more pay, but I think it exceedingly unjust that this should 
come out of the masters' incomes. In these prosperous times, when all other public servants are ·having an 
increase of salary, the masters of the large Public Schools are to have a 1·eduction so that the assistants may 
have more. The Head Teacher is not even consulted on the. matter of disposing with part of his income ; 
neither is he offered compensation for this breach of contract. The master, at the time of his appointment, 
entered into an agreement with the Board of Education that he was to receive the whole of the fees. The 
assistant entered into no such contract. The arrangement would have been just enough if the mast~r had 
been offered a corresponding 'increase to his small salary as compensation. I should like to see every teacl1er 
share in the profits of tlie school he is in, providing that the Head 'l'eacher i~ not a loser. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 27, 1883. 

F. PEDDER, Esq., Supe:rintendent qf Police, Hobart, called in and examined. 

l. By .L"JIIr. Bmddon.-You are Mr. Frederick Pedder, Superintendent of Police, Hobart. I am. 
2.· You have had opportunities of seeing a great deal of the waif anq stray children of the Hobart 

population? I have. · · 
• 3. Can you state the number of Hobart cl1ildren between the ages of 7 and 14 who do not.attend 

. school? There are upwards of a hundred who never attend school. 
. 4. What number of these are between the ages of 12 and 14 years? A large proportion of them'. 
5. By Rev. James Scott.-Do yo1i. think that those children who do not attend school are exempted by 

the ·permission of the Local School Boards ? I do not. 
· 6. By lV.fr. Bnulclon.~ Where the exemption is sought under Section 3 of the public Act 37 Viet. 

No. 11, do you consider that there is generally good reason for the exemption? Upon enquiry made at 
several of the factories in the city there appears· to be a large number of boys wl1ose ages average from 9 to 
14 years employed, receiving wages from fo. per week upwards. . 

7. To what extent is exemption in all the cases of non-attendance authorised by· Local School Boards'! 
From enquiry made I am unable to ascertain that exemption has been asked for in any case for years past. 

8. Does your experience. point to the conclusion that an uneducated class is growing up· in the City, 
that may become detrimental to the public interests hereafter? It ~loes ; and this conclusion is foi·ced upon 
me by my daily experience of the evil results accruing to children from non-attendance at school of any 
kind ; also from the great number of boys, and in many instances girls, who are nightly found by the police 
sleeping in coaches, carts, stable· lofts, and back. premises, and brought in to the Police Station. These 
children are frequently absent for weeks together from their parents, who in some instances seem to have no 
control over them, and in other cases the parents having control do not seem to care about exercising it. 
These vagrant children are taken to the Police Station at night only to be discharged in the morning, as we 
have no me'ans of ,dealing with them. We generally dismiss _them with a loaf of bread. I have sometil.J).es 
proceeded against the parents of these children for neglecting to ·support them. The parents, when befor~ 
the Bench, have made most profuse. promises as to their ;_'future belJaviour to their children,-promises that 
may have been given effect to for a short time, ancl then a relapse to the old state of things has. taken place. 

· 9. Is this vagrancy of the children generally attributable to neglect of pa,rents to support them? ;y ~s ; 
and the neglect is generally fostered by the idle and dissipated habits of tliose parents. 

10. Have you had an opportunity of seeing what was the subsequent career of these street Arab~, and 
to what.extent they became useful members of society? I have; and the retrospection is not a,_happi one. 
The girls have generally become prostitutes ; and in no one instance can I recall a boy brought up in this 
way who has ever done anythi:ng for himself, excepting, perhaps, an occasional single day's work, or shipping· 
on board one ofthe_vessels of our local whaling fleet. The_se boys ship as whaling hands _only to return afteran 
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absence of 18 months, spend their "lay" in evil courses in the city in the shortest time possible, and most 
frequently finish up by an appearance at the Police Court and a term in Gaol. This shipping in the whaling 
vessels is a most common cause of the neglect of children. Wives_.:_mothers-frequently complain to us 
that theidmsbands have " shipped" for a term- of perhaps 18 months,. leaving them unaided to provide for 
the family during that period, with the risk, also, of the man returning at the expiration of that time totally 
destitute should the whaling voyage turn out unsuccessfol ; the women and their families are then thrown 
on the Ben·evolent Society. We have no means of preventing these men leaving their wives and families 
in this manner, as they are only embarking into a recognised mode of gaining a liveliho.od. Again, when 
the boys of this class grow to a size wheri they might be of some use in supporting their m9thers and younger 
brothers· and sisters, they not unfrequently ·get into bad company .and get led away to inteinpei·ate excesses, 
and whilst in that state accept an advance from the shippers for the whalers, and arc then compelled by law 
to go to sea, leaving their dcpendents, unprovided for. . 

ll. Do von think sufficient provision is made for the children of Hobart in the wav of Infant Schools 
for those of tender age, Refoges for neglected or destitute children, and Reformatories for. juvenile criminals? 
I think so, for educ;i,tional purposes ; but I do not think there are enough Refuges oi· Reformatories. I do 
not think the Boys' Home is nearly· a Bnfficient provision for the destitute boys of our City. If another 
Reformatory could be established at once I am sure there ,vould be a constant average of 40 or 50 inmates, 
who would be boys having committed some offence that would deserve a sentence of from three to four 
years in the Reformatory, during which time their minds and characters would become sufficiently matured 
to enable them to· withstand temptation. We had to send four boys of this class to the Hobart Gaol the 
other clay, having nowhere else to forward them. . · 

12. By J.lfr. Bfrd_:_·would the larger number of these waifs of the street be unfit, from their physical 
or moral condition, to attend the Ragged Schools of the City? Generally speaking, they are unfit. 

13. By J.1fr." Braddon.-:-Are there any conside1·able number of children in the City for whom a Refuge 
or Reformatory is desirable? About fifty. · . · 

14. Can you give approximately the proportion of educated to up.educated offenders (native born) who 
h;i.ve come under your official observation'/ In reply to the question that we· always put to this class, a 
large majority state they can read and write, but I am unable to vouch for the truth of the statements. 

MR. vV. WITT called in and examined. 

l. By Jlfr. Braddon.-You are Mr. W. Witt, Registrar of the Benevolent Society, Hobart? I am. 
2. Has it come under your observation that many of the Hobart children, neglected and destitute, are 

untaught in ·any school? It has; there are a large number of this class. I observe this in my visits of 
inspe'ction. 

3. ·Can you explain how it is that these children a~·e thus without means of education? Generally from 
great neglect on the part of the parents, but in ~ome instances by the inability of the parents to provide the 
children with suitable clothing to attend school. This· inability is frequently caused by the intemperate 
habits of one or both of the parents. 

4; I.n the administration of charitable relief, does your department endeavour to enforce school attend
ance on the part of those children whose parents are on the relief roll? It does; they are obliged to present 
a·copy of a certificate given by the teacher of the school at which their children attend. I place a form of 
certificate before the Commission. 
___________________ School. Hobart, 

_______________ 18 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that .the tmder-mentioned Child __ ha __ attended the above-mentioned School 

during the Week ended Friday, the ___________________ for the nuniber of days 

mentioned below. 

Name. 

___________________ Conductor. 

No. of Days attended 
during tho Weck. Residence and Remarks. 

NOTE.-'l'his Certificate is to ·be presented to the Relievjng Ofiicer by· tho parent or b'1mrdian or the Children on tho day or payment of 
Chadtablc Allowance. 

5. By J.1fr. Bird.-Does the threat of the withdrawal of charitabie relief generally result in the 
attendance of the children ? In most instances it does. 

6. Do many fail to bring the i·equisite certificate? Very few indeed; 
.7. By Rev. James Scott.-Is the relief withheld if the certificate is not produced? Onll in extreme 

cases ·of persistence in not doing so, and then chiefly as a waming to others .. 
8 .. By ff[r. Bfrd.-Do these children attend school with regularity? Yes, generally ; though we 

have sometimes to administer a reprimand to parents for the irregular attendance of their children. On 
these occasions an excuse is always forthcoming as to illness, or being urgently required at home. 
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9. Have you observed whether this class of.children become usefol members of society.?. I believe 

many.of them do. . .· 
· 10. By Mr. Braddon.-And do you attribute this to qeing the result of education? I do. Many of 

these children are very good scholars as fur as their teaching goes. . 
ll. Do you think_ that the tendency of the neglected or destitute children of our com~unity is in the 

direction of habitual crime? I do. · . · · . 
· 12. Have you observed the necessity for extension of Refuges· an~ introduction of Reforinatori~s? I 

l1ave ; and their establishment and introduction would be the greatest boon that could be given to hundreds 
.of our children. . · · . · ' · · 

13. By M1·. Bi?-d.-Do you think that a more practical turn might with advantage be given to the 
education of these children,-! mean by industrialteaching? · I do think so. . 
· ·14. By Rev. James Scott.-Do you think that the fact of the compulsory clause being more strictly 
enforced would bring some of the waifs now in our streets within the operations of the· Ragged and Free 
Schools? I do. · 

• · 15. -Have you observed the subsequent career of the neglected and destitute children of Hobart who 
l1ave grown up without care or e:lucation, and will you say whether their careers are generally .of utility to 
the community? During my 22 years' experience, the time the Education Act has been in operation, I 
have known a large number of boys and girls of this class whose names are to be found in the Police and 
Gaol records since they have grown up. · . 

16. Do you think that education and the restraint that accompanies it would preclude such demoralisa-
tion? I do think so, to a great extent. . · · · 

· 17. To what do you mostly attribute the vagrancy of the Hobart children? To the neglect of the 
parents, and then drunkenness. There is no getting away from the fact that intemperate parents invariably 
neglect their children . 

. 18. Are there any considerable number of children in Hobart for whom such a refuge as the Boys' 
Home is desirable or necessary? The number is great, but I cannot exactly say what it is, as they have 
distinct Ragged Schools . 

.19. By M1-. Bird.-Do you visit the Free School? I do. I am a member of the Local Board of the 
Murray-street ·Free School. · · 

20. Are all the children in the Free School of destitute parentage? I believe they are ; they'ro:e 
supposed to be so. The schoolmaster under our Board acquaints us with any change of circumstances by 
which parents may ·bt enabled to pay; their names are taken down, and they are compelled to do so. 

21. By M1:. Braddon.-Is there any objectionable admixture of crimi13al with non-criminal classes in 
the Free School ? Not that I know ot: - . 

22. By .Mr Bird.-Is there anything in the character or the habits of the children who attend the 
Free School which renders them unfit to be scholars at the Public Schools? No, there is not. Generally 
speaking, I see nothing iri th·em which should exclude them from a Public School,-nothin.g but the inability 
of the parents to pay fees. 
· 23. You are not aware· of the attendance of any criminal children or those of criminal parentage at the 
Free Schools? I am not. · · · 

24. By Mr. Braddon.-Does your School Board frequently meet for dispatch of business? Not 
.frequently. 

25. Is the powerlessnei,s of Local Boards a cause of apathy in its members?. I .tl1ink so, to a great 
extent,. 

.26. Can you say to what extent the non-attendance of Hobart children at school is authorised by 
'Local Boards under provisions of 37 Viet. No. 11 ? Very rarely ; a few instances have com·e under my 
notice. These exemptions from attendance were only granted for very valid reaso~s .. 

THE VERY REV. DEAN BROMBY called in and examined. 

l. By Mr. Braddon.-You are the Very Rev. Dean Bromby? l. am. 
2. You have had opportunities of seeino- something of the waif and stray children of tlie · Hoba1't 

population? I have : there are two Ragg~cl Schools in my Church dis.trict, and I am virtually Chaplain 
of the Girls'. Industrial School, though not so in name. 

3. Does your experience show ·that any number _o_f Hobart children escape ·from. all educational 
direction ? It does. 

4. Can you attribute this to any cause or causes? Speaking from information given me, it does. All 
who speak of the compulsory clauses of the Education Act. say they are so deficient that children who 
wish it can escape from its control. An excuse which I find most productive of evii results is that of tlie 
parents who state that their children are being taught at home, or attend ~ight schools, or that their services 
are necessary to them and so do not attend day school. Not being aware of any systematic working of 

. night schools in Hobart, I think it would be a good thing to have these excuses investigated to test their 
truth or otherwise. Night schools, if developed and systematically worked, would, I am sure, greatly help 
education in the poorer classes. I say this from my own experience. Each winter we have a night school 
in Lower Collins-street attended by at least 60 boys,. whom we find most eager to attend the school. 
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Many lads joi;ied entirely ignorant, ami are now well advanced in the elementary branches of education, 
and came to the school at first with the expressed idea that· it was only for amusement. This school is 
conducted by voluntary agencies. · 

. 5. By Mr. Bii"d.-Do you think that night schools at which a charge is made ·would be equally 
popular with this class? A slight voluntary charge is made at this school, 2i/,. or 3d. a week. If night 
schools were managed in the same way, especiaJly by ladies as at ·present, I think a small weekly fee 
would be gladly paid. .. · 

6. What number of children are there in the Girls' Industrial School, and are they entirely Protestants? 
Between 40 and 50,-they all profess to belong to the Church of Englan_d. We have had ·Roman Catholics 
in the school, ·but none since they .have had an Industrial School of their own. . . 

7. Then there is a similar institution· for Roman Catholic girls? Yes, in Harrington-street. The late 
Father Dunne took me over it once. I know nothing further of it than that their system seems.similar to 
ours, with the exception that it is managed by the Sisters of Charity instead of by paid teachers. · 

8. What class of girls are there_ in the Girls' Industrial School? De:;ititute children, not criminals. 
9. Do you think these two schools are sufficient to meet the requirements of Hobart in this direction? 

I have never heard of a child being refused admission through want of space, and yet, from my know
ledge of the destitute class,. I feel many other children ought to be sent to similar institutions. 

· 10. By J1fr. Braddon.-What is the clrnracterofthe teaching at the lndtistri;11 School? Very similar 
to the Ragged School system. Besides the Matron, they have a regular staff of teachers who instl'llct 
them in reading,_ writing, arithmetic, and needlework, as well as in domestic work. 'l'hey contribute largely 
to their support by working, and would do more if they could get it. They regularly receive religious 
instruction on Sunday from ladies who visit the school; I impart it myself on other days. 

ll. Have you see_n anything of the after career of girls educated at the Industrial School? I have ; 
and the average career has been decidedly satisfactory, comparing it with the class of children from the 
Queen's Ai;ylum. The girls go to service direct from the Home. 

12. Is the supply of domestic servants from Industrial Schools ·equal to the demand? I should say; No. 
13. Is there any adequate industrial teaching for boys in Hobart? I think there are many destitute 

. boys who should be trained as tradesmen to a far gTeater extent than is the practice at the Boys' Home, 
where, I believe, they are only taught agricultural labour. 

14. B:1/ J1fr. Bird.-Do y~u think that it is the duty of the State to establish Industrial Schools for 
all the destitute and neglected classes · of. children, or should that be left to the philanthropy of the 
citizens? While preferring the latter course in theory; I think the present state of the Colony demands the 
former. 

15. Do you consider that an extension of educational influence in the direction of Reformatories for 
juvenile offenders ,vould have beneficial· results ? I do. And over. and above this class there is a lower 
stratum of society verging on the· crimiI).al class who might well be reclaimed, and for whom Industrial 
Homes, if I may use the term, mig·ht well be established. Reformatories for convicted offenders are most 
nec_essary also to preserve the children so convicted of trivial offences frolll the contamination of the Gaol. 

16. Have you had any experience of the 'l'a.smanian system of Public Education? Yes, a good deal 
during the last 18 years, though not very recently. 

· 17. Have you formed any opinion as to the. operation and any defects of the prese_nt system ? The 
only two points on which I hold any strong- opinions are,-first, that the Local School Boards should possess 
greater power than is at present vested in them ; if this greater power is given them I am sure there will be 
a corresponding increase in their usefulness. And, secondly, that no· great. improvement will take place 
until a Normal College for Teachers is established. , · 

18. D9 you approve of the recommendations of the Select Committee of 1882 as to extension of 
powers of Local Boards?--(See Appendix.No. 1.)-Please consider the clauses seriati1n. I fully concur 
with all the clauses ·contained in the recommendations of the Select Committee for 1882, with one 
exception. In Clause (h) I should suggest the advisablenes_s of providing for necessary firing by the 
allotment of a sufficient sum by the responsible Minister. Experience has led me to believe that any other 
arrangement-is ·unsatisfactory. I should like to see a clause i1;troduced giving the Local School Boards 
more power in dealing with the question of i1nportnnt repairs and alterations in connection with the school 
premises. 

19. Would not the purpose of a Training Schoolfor Teachers be to some extent attained by keeping a 
certain number of pupil teachers at one of the leading Public Schools of the Colony, the interest arising 
out of the Smith Endowment being devoted to cost of living of the poorer of this class? I think that 
would be the best plan of feeling· our way to the establishment of a Normal School for Teachers? 

20. Have you ·considered whether the central control of our primary' educational system would be 
better vested in any other hands than those of the Board of Education? I have long felt that it would be 
advisable to have a responsible Minister of Education. I am also in favour of the appointment of a paid 
professional departmental. Head to the Education Department; but at the same time I shottld not like to see 
the present Board of Education done away with unless it was found quite impossible that the two systems 
could co-exist. The Board of Education has done good work in its time. 

21. By Jl:fr. Braddon.-Would you approve of a Central Board constituted solely of nominee 
members? Hardly ; I think that the elective system would be the best. It seems to work well in England. 
I ·am not quite sure whether the Colony is ripe for the system yet, but I am confident the principle is a 
sound one. 

22. ·By Rev. James Scott.-ln yom· opinion is the present constitution of the Council of Education a 
safodhctory one? I certa:nly am opposed to its present system of self-election, which I consider entirely 
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opposed to ·the whole spirit of legislation of the present day. I cannot say I have seen any other great blots 
in the system .and constitution. · 

23. By M1·. B1·addon.-Do you think it desirable to enlarge the Council by adding to· the number of 
its members? I am in favour of such an en~argement. · · 

24. By Rev. James Scott.-Would you think it desirable to establish additional scholarships of, say, 
£100 per annum each, to be tenable either at British or Colonial Universities? I think, considering the 
increase of population in. Tasmania; and the rapid development of education, that it would be well to increase 
the number of prizes. If two schol~rships were requisite some years ago, more are most certainly needed 
now. 

25. By Mr. Bird.-Is it your opinion that compulsory education should also be free? Or is it 
undesirable to make it free to any except those who are unable to pay for it? I am not in favour of a 
:sweeping ·system of free · education, as it seems to me to be an injustice that those people who pay 
individually for their own children's educatic-n should have to pay for other people's tuition by taxation. 

26. Do you find that the provision for :·eligious instruction in Public Schools is generally satisfactory·?' 
In theory I think it is. . . . 

27. Is it well to make it eve1·y teacher's duty to give religious instruction at certain hours, oi· is it 
sufficient' to give facilities to clergymen or teachers who wish to do so to give such instrnction at certain 
·fixed hours? I think religious instruction at stated hours on the part of teachers should be optional, and 
not compulsory. Ministers of religion could also be admitted, as at present, at certain stated school hours. 
I think this could be managed without much friction or unpleasantness. 

28. Do you think tliat a system of payment by results, based on examinations ir. secular subjects, would 
be better than the present mode of paying teachers? I think that the initiation of such a su~ject would 
often tend to the encouragement of teachers in country districts. 

29. ·would you be in. favou~· of the establishment ·of denominational schools which should be supported 
by a system of payment by results? I think any denomination should have the opportunity of endeavouring 
to establish schools assisted by such a system. · 

30. Do you think that the association of the paying with the free chiidren is desir~ble? I am in favour 
-of the two classes being taught in the same school. . . 

31. Do you think that the presence of the free children ever deters the better class from attendance, or 
that the presence of the better class deters the free ? I do not think either class deters the other from 
attending to any large extent. I-certainly have never known an instance of a free child having been kept 
.away by the presence of the better class, .and I think whatever partial evil may arise from the admixture of 
the classes is more than counterbalanced by the good which follows . 

. 32. By Rev. James Scott.-Have you thought of any means by which the State might encourage 
education in remote districts by the establishment of Half-time Schools and schools with an average of 
:20 attendants ? · I think I should like to see the minimum attendance lowered to a certain extent,-what 
extent I '.1-m not prepared to say. · , 

33. Do you thin_k that all who engage in teaching as a profession should have certificates of competency, 
whether connected with the Board of- Education or not ? I do. 

34. Do you consider it advisable tha.t the employment of young children in factories should be restricted 
bJ. legislation? Judging by England's experience, I say most decidedly Yes. · 

35.- By .L"J!Ir. Bird.-Do you consider that the children of the Ragged Schools are of such a class as 
might well be taught in the Public Sc110ols? I think the Ragged S_chool children are best taught in those 
.schools, and would probably be neglected _if not taught in that class of school. 

36. If the Ragged Schools were brought under the Board of Education as Free Schools, do you think 
that the benevolence of the present friends of the Ragged Schools would be continued towards the children 'l 
I think they had better remain as they are at present,-not under the Board of Education. It is a great 
point to have an outlet for benevolence, and I question much if that benevolence would be continued if 
these schools were placed under the care of the Board of Education . 

. 37. By Rev. James Scott.-Was it the intention of the original founders of Christ's College that it 
should be a denominational institution? I think it was, most decidedly,-both that of the original founders 
·as well as that of those who re-establisl:ed it on its present basis ; but I think it was also intended that the 
advantages of the College should be shared by students of all denominations. . 

·as. By ll1fr. B1·addon.-What is the connection between the Christ's College of Sir John Franklin's 
·scheme and the subsequent institution? I am unable to· answer that question. · . 

39. As a member of the Council or' Christ's College, do you ~6nsider that the College as at present 
conducted fulfils the purpose of the founders, or is of real practical advantage to the cause of Education: 'l 
It fulfils the 'purposes of the founders as far as it g·oes, and is of value to the cause of Education to the 
limited extent of the students now studying therein. · . 

40. Would you call the College a 5uccess at present, or say that it promises to be the nucleus of a 
Un,iversity? I cannot honestly do so at present; but I-see no reason why it should not be the nucleus of 
soqie future effort in the direction of a University, even retaining its present den~minational character, but 
to be open to students of all denominations. , 

, 41. By Rev. Jam.es-Scott.-Could you not suggest some means by which, through the action of ·Par-
lia!Jlent or otherwise, the endowments connected with the College might be more fully utilised than at.present · 
without doing injury to the original in:entions of the founders? Certain means to this end are, at tlie 
present time, before the Council of Clll'ist's Qollege. 

42. By llfr. Bmddon.-How often do the Council of Christ's College meet? Quarterly regulal'ly, 
with occasional special meetings. 
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH. 28, 1883. 

THE REV. F. E. STEPHENSON called in and examined. 

L B,1/ llb-. Braddon.-You ai·e the·Rev. F. E .. Stephenson? I am: th~ Superintendent Minister of 
the Wesleyan Church, a member ot the Ragged School Committee, and have ~een on Local School Boards 
both in the town and country. 

2 .. ·speaking from past experience, do you consider that Local School Boards are properly constituted 
or liave sufficient powers? From 'my own experienc·e I think Local School Boards are very far from being 
invested with proper powers, and I have been greatly dissatisfied on this matter. . I wa:s on the Local School 
Board at St. Leonard's for a period of three years, during which time I. was never summoned to a single 
Board meeting. .When I left Launceston I sent ~n my resignation to the Central· Board of Education, and 
complained of having been so entirely ignored. I never received any answer to my letter, nor heard of any 
particular attention being called to it. I think, also, that the election of Local School Boards might safely 
be entrusted to the ratepayers in each district, and matters of local interest connected with the school placed 
in the hands of the Local School Board to deal with,-this in itself would be an edqcation for the community 
generally. Under the present system Local School Boards are apathetic. 

3. To what do you attribute this apathy? to want qf power to act? Most certainly. 
4. Co~1ld a sufficient numbe1· .of competent educated gentlemen be secured for the St. Leonard's Local 

Board if there were inducement to act in that capacity? I think so, as it is a district where a number of 
educated gentlemen reside. I again say that more power and responsibility might well be entrusted to Local 
School Boards, even to the extent of appointing teachers. .I am sure that this extension of Local School 
Board powers would he beneficial to the cause of public education. r speak from experience gained in 
connection "·ith the Boards of Management in Victoria. · 

5. Do you consider it advisable to supersede the present system under which each sclwol has its Local 
Board, in favour of School Districts,---'-i.e., two· or :rµore schools grouped together under the control of one 
Board? In some cases it would be desirable, though in many it would be unnecessary. The only possible 
objection to.such a system would b~ that it might give rise to local jealousy: 

· 6. Do you approve •.of the exter{sion of powers of Local Boards recommended by the Select Committee 
of 1882 ?~See.Appendix No. 1.) Yes. · . 
. 7. Are you in favour of having a Central Board of Education, or a paid departmental Head subordinate 
to a responsible Minister of the Crown? I have . no very decided opinion on the subject, but if a Minister 
of Education be appointed I think it would be better to have a Board of Advice to co-operate with him. 
In view of the fact that a Minister of Education in Victoria has used his' position as a political engine, I 
am rather uncertain as to the advantage of the appointment of such a Minister to act with a· paid subordinate 
alone. 

8. By Mr. Bfrd.-Do you, in your capacity as a clergyman, visit any of the Public Schools to impart 
religious .instruction? I do not. · 

9. Is it customary. for ministers of your denomination to visit schools for such a purpose?· I do not 
think it is; there may be individual ca!5es, but I do not think it is done to any extent. I have not time to 
visit regularly, and I think irregular teaching of that sort is of but little value. 

10. Do the children of your denomination generally attend Sunday School? They do. 
lL Do· you :approve of the Regulation of the Board of Education which directs every teacher to give 

religious instruction to the children~ I do, perfectly. · 
12. Is it well that all teachers, irrespective of their character and fitness to give religious instmction, 

should be compelled by the Regulations to impart it? I do not see any particular objection to it. I think 
· the religious instruction that teachers are expected to g_ive is simply the Bible in its historical character, and 
I think this may well be imparted by the teachers. I think the very fact of the recognition of the necessity 
fo1: religious instruction in schools, and the' requirement made of the teachers to give such instmction, would 
be likely to .exert.a beneficial effect in maintaining the moral character of the teachers and the pure tone of 
the school. I sho.uld much deplore any cliange which would make the Public Education system of the 
Colony entirely secular. I do not see what justification the Government has for taking the management of 
Public Education unless it does give religious instruction·. Public Edtication by the State is only justified 
by the fact that it tends to ensure greater morality, order, and security; and I believe no system of Education 
would effect these objects unless it be based upon religious principles . 

. 13. Do you think that the moral training of tlie children is sufficiently secured by the instruction given 
by teachers in Scripture history and narrative? I do not quite know; I should like to see more instruction 
·given, but at the same time I believe if more was attempt.edit would give rise to opposition to any instruction 
on relig-ious subjects being given at all. I think that the present facilities which are afforded to clergymen to 
give religious i.nstruction, in addition to that given.by teachers, is sufficient. 

14 .. If the State undertakes to .give religious. instruction, should it not also see that its teache·rs are 
qualified to give it? I think persons who are .fit to be teachers at all, and whose moral character is such 
that they are deemed worthy to qe placed in the care of children, may safoly be entrusted with the religious 
instruction tliat is required by the Regulations of the Board_ of Education. 

· 15. By Re·v . .fame.Y Scott.-Would you be satisfied to entrust the instruction of your children in Bible 
history and narrative to a Roman Catholic t~acher, fo1; instance? I sho.uld have no objection, and would 
far rather they should he so taught than l1ave religious instruction omitted altogether. 

16. By 11fr: Bii·d.-Would you·1·egard an irreligious teacher, a sceritic, or what yo1i would call an 
unbeliever, as a proper person to give .religious in,,trnction? I shmild not regard such a person fitted to fill 
the position of teacher, and should .regard avowed infidelity as a sufficient ground of protest against his 
appointment as a teacher in the first instance. I should not object to an unbeliever, in any other sense than 
that. of an avowed infidel, giving religious instruction, provided he was a man of moral character. 

.. , 
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. 17. But you would prefer that such instruction should be given by Letter qualified teachers and r:lergy- · 
men? Yes, certainly. . · 

18. If every facility is g-iven to clergymen and religious teachers to instmct children in school at some 
time during the day, ,vould not that meet all requirements? I prefer to hold to the present system, by which 
there are not only facilities given for religious instruction, bu:t teachers are also expected and compelled to 
g"ive it. If it were left optional to teachers, little or no instruction of the kind would be given. · 

19. By JJ.fr. Braddon.-ls there, so far as you know, any general or considerable feeling of jealousy 
in respect of religio.us matters among those connected with Tasmanian Public Schools? I have met with 
no feeling of the kind amongst parents or the public generally. I think objections of that kind are entirely 
.confined to a few theorists. · 

20. Would it be calculated to improve the class of teaching if all teachers, whether in public or private 
schools, were required to pass examinations and take out certificates? I do not think the state of the country 
would justify that course, and that in many places in the country districts it would stop education being· 
imparted altogether, there not being sufficient inducements for a highly qualified teacher to open a school in 
:a thinly populated district : I am speaking of private schools. I think, with regard to public school teachers, 
that they should be compelled to have certificates ; but, at the same time, I think their remm,1eration should 
be increased in proportion to the excellence of their certificates. I have noticed that some ·public school 
teachers are not competent, but I think if the salaries were better good teachers would be more plentiful. · 

21. ·what is your opinion as to making education free as well as compulsory? I do not think it 
desirable. I think it better to let those pay who can do so,-they will appreciate education more, and I 
think secure a more regular attendance at the schools. At the same time I should like to see poor parents 
dealt liberally with as regards their children's schooling. 

22. Does not the payment of fees by some, whilst for others the fees ai·e re~itted, cause jealousy and 
unpleasant class distinctions? I know the system sometimes causes unpleasantness and dissatisfaction 
amongst the parents of school children, some of whom state that the children of neighbours quite as well off 
·as themselves are being educated at the expense of the State whilst they are compelled to pay for theii 
children. · ·'.l'here is no distinction made by the children themselves as to free or paying scholars unless the 
teacher sets the exa_mple. 

23. Has not the fee system this result,-that a good teacher may hesitate to enforce attendance in which 
he has a direct pecuniary interest? I have never heard of any delicacy of the kind on the part of tc;whers; 
but I think there should be some public prosecutor to enforce attendance, and relieve the teachers from such 
.a duty. · 

24. By Rev. Jurnes Scott.-Do you think that the standard of education in our Public Schools might 
be raised with advantage, and its basis widened so as to embrace Mathematics and Classics, and thus p,repare 
scholars better· for the higher schools? I fancy the present standard in the Public Schools is quite sufficient, 
.and that the exhibitions to superior schools meet all requirements. 'l'eachers also give extra instruction in 
the higher branches of education out of school hours. 

25. You are a member of the Council of Horton College? I am. 
26. In that capacity have you considered . the constitution of the Council of Education, and do you 

approve of it? I think that the constitution of the Council of Education would be more popular if it 
were ot an elective ·and not a nominee character, and the public would have far greater confidence in it. I 
think it most objectionable that the Head Masters of two 01· three of our large schools should be on the 
Council of Education unless the same privilege is extended to all Pchools of a similar class. The Managers 
of Horton College have always found it a grievance that the Principals of other schools were in the Council 
and the College was entirely umepresentecl. I do net object to individuals, but only to the system on 
principle. If those P1·incipals of large schools now on the Council of Education were other than the 
honourable men they are, their pupils might possibly obtain an advantage by the subjects fixed and arrange-
ments for examinations being made to suit them. · 

27. In addition io existing Tasmanian Scholarships of £200 a year, do you think that it would be 
.advisable to institute others of less value, say £100 a year, to be held in Colonial or British. Universities? 
I think it would be well to do as much in that direction as possible, but I doubt if more can be done at 
present. From common report I gathe1· that there is a sufficient strain on the public liberality already. 

28. By .J.V[r. Bfrd.-Would you be in favour of the establishment of denominational schools which 
should be subsidised by the system of payment by results of secular teaching? I am not. · 

29. Do you think that that is the general feeling in your denomination on the question? I think so; 
I am sure there is no general desire to disturb the present system. · · 

30. Cun you offer an opinion as to the best method of educating the waifs and strays of our larger 
towns ? I am not prepared to give any definite answer to that question. 

31. By .J.lfr. Braddon.-Are you in favour of tl~e restriction laid upon teachers in respect of their 
acting as lay preachers? No, I am not. No specific restriction is laid upon teachers as to the employment 
of their time out of school hours, except in regard to acting as lay. preachers and Sunday School teachers; 
therefore· I. consider thi;s distinction a most invidious and unworthy one to make. Teachers do not requfre 
it for their protection ; neither doe_s the Board require it for its protection. Any case of a teacher neglecting 
his school work, or acting indiscre~tly out of school hours, can be .dealt" with by the Local and Central 
Boards on its own merits. · 

32. Will you favour ·the Commission with your opinion upon the recommendations of the Select 
Committee of 1882 as to-( a.) Training School for ·Teachers. (b.) Standard of regular attendance. 
(c.) Factory employe law. (d.) Standard of competency.-(See Appendix No. 1.) On these points I 
approve in general of the recommendations of the Select Committee. . .· 
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33. Have you any farther remarks to make upon existing defects in, or possible improvements of, the 
present system of State Education? I think in its principles the present system is a very go·od one, and 
well satisfies• the people generally. Improvements are wanted principally in its administration, central and 
local, and a more liberal expenditure is required in order to secure better buildings and better payment of 
teachers. 

THE REV. FATHER SHEEHY call.eel in and e:camined. 

1. You are the Rev.• Joseph Aloysius Sheehy, a Minister of the Roman Catholic Church? I am. 
2. You have had experience in the public system of primary education in Tasmania? To no greater· 

extent than having been a member of the Local School Board at New Norfolk so111e years ago, and as a 
visitor of St. Joseph's and St. Luke's (Free) Schools. 

3. Are there any other institutions of a similar class for the destitute Roman Catholic children in 
Hobart? No; except at the Convent, where there is an elementary school for poor children. 

4. Or in other parts of the Colony? There is another convent in Launceston, but I think all children 
are charged an admission-fee there. At the Church of the Twelve Apostles in Launceston there is a 
distinction between the different classes of children in the schools, but a charge for education is made there 
also. 

5. Speaking from your experience as a member of a Local School Board, do you consider that the 
present system of public education is in all respects satisfactory? I may state that from the first I have 
been opposed to the whole system, and that speaking from my own experience I consider it futile, if not 
worse, as I always have been convinced that Local Boards were powerless to do what was expected of 
them. 

6. In what particulars did you find the system defective in its religious aspect? The first and leading 
fault I found with the system in my time was that the hour in the morning placed at the disposal of clergy
men for imparting religious instruction to children was a most inconvenient time for them. You say the time 
now is the first and last half hour of the school day,-those times would be equally inconvenient for•ministers
of religion. My own impression is that religious education should be spread through the whole of the day, 
so as to pervade and permeate the whole order; discipline, and teaching of the school from its opening to its 
close. · 

7. Is ther~ not, in respect of the bulk of the children attending Public Schools, opportunity for obtaining 
religious instruction outside the schoo_l-room, whether by Sunday Schools or home teaching? Yes ; but not 
of a nature that will be of any practical good to the children in their after lives, especially the children of 
the present day. 

8. Do you think that the religious teaching as conducted by the teachers should go further than it does 
at present? The system at present neither inculcates religion nor excludes it. In my humble opinion there 
can be no system of teaching religion that is not exclusively doctrinal and dogmatic too ; in that sense 
teachers of public schools, simply as teachers, are not competent to give adequate religious instruction, 
especially where children of different denominations come under their charge. 

9. Wha.t, then, is the method by which you would propose securing doctrinal and dogmatic teaching in 
the Public Schools? The question is so larg·e, and the experience of America being before us, I should 
think I am justified in saying that there is but one solution to the difficu,lty,-either to have religious schools,. 
or n·on-religious schools, in the strictest sense of the word. 

10. Under existing conditions do you think it practicable to have religious schools throughout the 
Colony? Judging from what I happen to know of -this and two of the neighbouring Colonies, I think the 
difficulty would not be so formidable as at first sight might appear. There would at most be only three 
classes of sch.ools,-schools to meet the advanced ideas of the day,-free, secular, and compulsory ; schools 
in which the Bible is permitted and ordered; and schools which our Church, and possibly a portion of the 
Anglican Church, would possess in every sense of the word, having masters of our own religions appointed 
to their charge, and the school atmosphere permeated with and pervaded by religious influences during the 
whole of the day. 

ll. How would you propose giving effect to this system in localities ( such as exist largely in this 
Colony) where the school attendance is little over the minimum required by law ( i.e., 20), and the different 
creeds are three or four in number? In those instances it would, of course, be impossible to carry out my 
proposals. I think that in the present state of the Colony we happen to be in a better position than either 
Victoria or America are to fix on one general system . of public education, as we should not have vested 
interests or such like obstacles to hinder us from adopting either the Poor School Catholic Committee plan 
in dependence upon the Privy Council in England; or the fair and simple plan of" Payment by 
Results." I presume the present system of education here will be succeeded either by a Public School 
system such as they now have in Victoria and America, or _by a comprehensive ~cheme in which the 
State will provide for the secular education of every child in the land at the same time that it respects the· 
parental rights and duties of every father i~ the land. In this latter scheme those outlying schools could be 
provided for somewhat as they are at present, but where those who wish to have religious as against non
religious schools will be paid for them if_ they comply with whatever orders are laid down by the 
regulations of the central authorities for education. · 

12. Have you observed any religious 'jealousy or antipathy in those of different denominations who, as 
parents or children, are connected with the Public Schools? . I cannot say that I have. It is not the case 
amon~,.;t growing school children, but this is due to indifference on the part of the children to any religion 
at all~-another objection to the establishment of non-religious as against religious schools. I am glad to 
sec, however, that in the children of olrl colonists there will never be those fierce, easily aroused outbreaks 
of religions antipathy that their parents may have been tempted to give way to. 

·• 
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13. What do you mean by non-religious? By non-religious I mean where there is no Bible reading· 
or religious instruction whatever. This prohibition of the use of the Bible has been one of the great diffi
culties in which we have been placed, by being obliged to join the secularists against our wish in not allowing 
the Bible to be read in Public Schools, though the whole system of our religion is to accustom the .young 

. with the name of God and the works of Christ. I also mean by a. non-religious school, one in which this 
wodd and utilitarianism is the sole teaching, and Christian teaching as such is i<Tnored in connection with 
the sanctioning of a hereafter. "' 

1-t Would you prefer a non-religious system to the present one if you could not get religious schools 
established? I have no preference or no choice ; but I would only accept a system by which our own 
religion is taught by our own teachers, and I would concede the same to other denominations. in any and in 
every way they could ask it. · 

15. From your knowledge of the Colony, do you suppose that the .system you desire can be adopted 
anywhere except in the cities of Hobart and Launceston? Yes, in other but not in all parts, especially 
when we are going to make a new departure. We have no vested interests to abolish as they have. in 
Victoria ; and a simple plan would be to treat all as the Roman Catholic School Committee was and is dealt 
with by the Government in England,-that is to say, where we can have proper school buildings and duly 
certified teachers, and the requisite average attendance, Government grants are given by Parliament. We 
have such schools, receiving no aid from Government, in Brighton, Port Cygnet, and Oatlands, &c. We 
have been keeping up these schools even at the disadvantage of receiving no Government assistance. We 
could do far better if we had even only a share of the Government aid, and I do not see any difficulty in 
any other system that may be proposed working harmoniously with that which we ask for. 

16. Would you recommend that the s;;and:p·d of s.ecular education be raised in our Public S!!hools, 
whether the system of religious education you desire is established or not? Decidedly ; and in the system 
I am speaking of I would like it especially, because I am persuaded that the competition that would be 
given rise to by granting those who desire religious schools what they want, would be made still greater, 
and such subjects would then be added to the educational course as would at once prepare the childi·en for 
the technical duties of life which are at present greatly wanting in our system. 

17. Would not the raising of the standard as you recommend unnecessarily interfere with private school 
enterprise? Not under a general system of Government aid~d education such as we should h[\:ve then; 
and, under any circumstances, it would not interfere with such schools as the High School and Hutchins' 
School. 

18. W oulcl you recommend the establishment of superior Public Schools? In large towns I think 
something might be done in that way. 

19. Do you approve of primary education being compulsory? Under reservations necessitated by my 
former answers, Yes. · 

20. Would you approve of education being free·? In the present circumstances .of the Colony, I think 
not. When the idea was first started it was for the benefit of the gutter children, and they !).re nof the 
children who have benefited by the change. I think a small fee might well be paid. 

21. Do you think that there is sufficient provision for the education of the gutter children of our large 
towns? Judging from what I see about me in Hobart, I should think not. 

22. Could you offer any further suggestion in relation to needed improvement or alteration in our entire 
educationa\ system? None, further than that in the interests, as I sincerely believe, riot of thi.~ or that 
denomination of Christians, but of Christianity itself, the Commission will in their wisdom lay the stress it 
deserves on any system of public education, whether similar to the Canadian plan or that of the voluntary 
schools in England, or a comprehensive scheme such as I spoke of in answer to Question 11, that may come 
under their notice, that will ensure full liberty of action and confidence to all as regards the method. of 

• combining religious with secular education for the children of all parents who conscientiously make the 
demand in that sense. · So that if some citizens wish to maintain schools exclusively secular, l~t them by all 
means have their full pro rata share of the public moneys set apart for education ; if othe1; citizens wish to 
have religious, or, as it is called, denominational education, let the State help them also : and let such aid 
be in every case proportioned to the numbers benefited, and the success obtained in such instrnction as the 
State judges necessary to form good citizens. In this way, I respectfully submit, the school grievance, from 
a religious point of view, would be banished from politics, and, whilst enhancing the efficiency of the 
teachers by introducing the leaven of competition between their various schools, a cordial feeling of amity, 
arising from the fact that all know they have equal rights and privileges, ~•ould reign between the members 
of the .different religious denominations ; .and so all would be content, both people and State,-the former by 
fair play and even-handed justice, the latter by simply paying for what it contracts-i.e., " payment by 
results." • 

THURSDAY, MARCH 29, 1883. 

MR. A. IRELAND called in and ea;amined. 

l. By Mr. Braddon.-Your name is Alexander Ireland, and you are Principalofthe Scotch College 
Hobart? I am. 

2. Speaking from your experience of Tasmanian Education generally, do you think that the presem 
system works effectively? J think it might be greatly improved. .· 

3. Will you point out the directions in ~,hich you think improvement might be attained~ As t~e 
Principal of a private school I have felt the course hitherto pursued in disposing of the Council':;: Exln
bitions extremely unfair. Candidates from private schools have to compete with those from what were 
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formerly called "superior," and ,vhich I still regard.as pri-vileged scltools; If our candidates fail to secure 
an Exhibition, we have to suffer the discredit of such failure; if they succeed, we lose them,. and, in many 
instances, those associated with them.. In this way private schools are drained of their v<:rY best material, 
and clever . boys who would in all ·probability continue their ~tudies where they were so successful, are, in 
consequence of the Council's regulations, drafted off to recmit. the ranks and s'well the Degree list of the 
few privileged schools. The public have been so habituated to the removal of successful candidates from 
private to superior schools that-they now seem to consider such a comse absolutely necessary to the holding 
of these Exhibitions. Thus a prejudice has been created in the public mind against private schools,-and 
the ~1ealthy emulation ,,,hich the granting of these Exhibitions was intended to stimulate is neuti•alised, and 
the object of their institution in a great measure defeated. In my opinion the evil complained of would be 
·remedied by making the Exhibitions tenable at the school where the Exhibitioner was trained, unless it can 
be shown in any particular case that the tea~hing staff of that school is incapable of qualifying· said 
Exhibitioner for the A.A. Degree examination. . · 

4. By Rev .. James Scott.-vViII you point out the direction in which you think the constitution of the 
Council could be satisfactorily altered? I think it should be placed either on a wider, or a much narrower 
basis than it is at present; no Principal of any school should be a member of the Council to the exclusion 
of other s9hools ; and its meetings should be open to the Press. 

· 5. By 1.l:fr. Brnddon.-Will you particularise. the manner in_ which you would propose to extend the 
basis of the Council? I· am not prepared to do so ; but if the future education of the Colony is to be 
presided over by a Council, it sholild be a· more· representative body than it now is. I am of opinion that 
the whole system of Public Education would be placed upon a more satisfactory footing if it were worked 
under the control of a Minister of Education. Such an officer would be responsible to Parliament for his 
administration, and Parliament being composed of representatives of the. people, a guarantee would be· 
afforded that the Educational Act would be carried out to the satisfaction of those who contributed by 
taxation to support the system. · 

6. Your replies to the above questions mainly refer-.to the effect of the· present educational system upon 
Private Schools : will you state any defects you ai·e awa1·e of in the existing control or conduct of the Public 
Schools? I have been told that undue attention is given by some teachers to a certain class of pupils 
attending their schools to the neglect of the junior classes and poorer scholars.. I think the original design of 
Public Eltlucation was to educate in'the elementary branches only those children whose parents were unable 
to do so. As matters now stand, many parents well able to send their children to high class institutions 
prefer sending them to Public Schools only on account of the lower scale of fees. 

7. Are you acquainted with any other defects of the Public Scl10ol system apart from the prejudice of 
the interests of private schools? I have not given the subject much thought, but I have frequently 
lieard it said that more attention ought to .be given to the class of children for whom the Public Schools 
were- originally intended .. 

8. Do you think the existing control by a Board of Education satisfactory? I think the whole scheme 
of Education would be better administered if under the control of a responsible Minister, as suggested 
-in my reply to the fifth query. - . ' 

9. Are you in favour of the ·system of control recommended by the Parliamentary Select Committee on 
·Education of 1882?-(See Appendix 1.) I should prefer it to the present system, · 

10. Do you approve of the recommendations of the above Committee as to tlie re-constitution of Local 
Boards and extension of powers of those Boards? I quite agree with them. 

11. Would it be desirable, under these circumstances, to have a Central Board of Patronage, to preclude 
the abuse of patronage by the political head? I think it would. 

1~. :what are your views as to the recommendations of that Select Committee as to-(a.) Training 
,School for Teachers. (b.) Elevation of standard of education. ( c.) Standard of regular attendance 
(d.) Factory eJIIploye law. (e.) Standard of competency. (f) Free and· compulsory education ?-(S~e 
Append1x 1.) See my answers to the questions contained in the circular yqu sent me. 

. 13. Do you think it desirable that all teachers in public or private schools should be necessarily 
,certificated? Some precautionai•y measures should be adopted to prevent unskilled teachers or immoral 
persons being entrusted with the education of children. But .good scholars do not always make good 
teachers, and many really excellent teachers would fail to do themselves justice in a competitive examination 
where good scholarship was the :inain test; hence 'the injustice of subjecting all to the same rigid examina
tion, and classif),ing teachers according to the results thus obtained. 

14. Have you any personal knowledge of the extent to which educational influence fails to reach the 
-destitute, neg·lected, and crimina:l classes? I know there are many neglected waifs in our midst receiving a 
vicious education and immoral training, who will doubtless ere long· punish society for its culpable indiffel'ence 

. ·and neglect. By educating and caring for these neglected ones now, the State would save 'itself the expense 
and trouble their future crimes must entail. 

15. By Rev. James Scott.-Do you think the system of Public Education would be benefited by the 
reservation of public lands to the extent of, say, 10 or 20 acres in the neighbourhood of schools wherein 
:Such lands were available? I do not-see the necessity for resewing so large an area as 10 or 20 acres. In 
all to,vnships there should be a sufficient reserve for school premises and large play-ground. 

16. Do you think that youths studying in the Colony, whose parents may not be resident in Tasmania, 
·shou~d be disqualified from holding Exhibitions under the control of the Council of Education, or the 
Tasrn,anian Scholarships? I ain not prepared to give a decided opinion on this matter, although I am 
inclined to think the native-born youth of the Colony deserve some consideration and protection in this 
matter. 
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FRIDAY, MARCH 30, 1883. 

MR. ROBERT ANDREW MATHER called iii a,;.d examined. 
I 

I. By Jl:fr. Bra'ddon.-Your name is Robert Andrew Mather? It is. I am Chairman of the 
Benevolent Society and of the Boys' Home Committee, arid also a member· of the Central Committee for 
boarding out destitute children, and of the Ragged Schools Committee. Members of the Boarded-out 
Children's Committee always see in their visits that those children attend both day school and Sunday 
school. · 

2. Does your experience in connection with the~e institutions tend to show tbat .sufficient provision 
exists in .Hobart for bringing neglected, destitute, and criminal children .under educational influence? · At 
the Benevolent Society we always make it a rule that .the children who do not attend school do not have 
their rations i.ssued to them. I do not think anything like the whole of the destitute· children in our streets 

.attend school, and there are a great many yet to be reclaimed. There is a Reformatory about to be estab
lished for the criminal class of destitute children at the Cascades· by the Government; the building, which 
is well adapted for the pmpose, is now in course of preparation. 

3. Can you now say, or can you ascertain approximately, the ni1mber of infant waifs for whom·no present 
provision exists? I am not aware of the numbers, nor can I estimate them; but they are considerable. 

4. At whose instigation is this Reformatory projected? At the instigation of a Committee of gentle
men, of whom Mr. J.B. Mather was one. 

5. By whom is provision to be made for maintenance of this Reformatory? By th~5Government ; but 
it may possibly be aided by voluntary subscriptions. · 

6. By Jl:fr. Bird.:...__Who is to have the control of the Reformatory? It will be entirely controlled by 
the Government. 

7. Do you suppose that the functions of the. Committee will cease as ·soon as the Reformatory is 
established? I do not think so. 

8. Has any agreement been made between the Government and the Committee in reference to· the 
conduct of the Reformato1·y? No. 

9. Do the boarded-out children and the children of parents assisted by the Benevolent Society attend 
the Free School and Ragged Schools ? They do. 

10. Do you often find it needful to give clothing to these· children to make ·them presentable at school? 
Sometimes ; put the ladies'-of the Ragged School Committee supply most. · . 

ll. Do you think that many of the class within the school age are kept from school for the sake of 
what they may earn? In very many cases. 

12. By J.l:fr. Bradclon:-Do you think it desirable to extend the system of industrial teaching in Hobart 
in view t_o bringing. up children to useful occupations? I do, most certainly ; and it is a great regret to me 
that the Boys' Home is only sufficiently large to receive about 35 boys. 

13. Has it come under your observation that many children (the raw produce of honest and usefol 
labour) are, for want of opportunity, growing up to swell the criminal class.? Yes, it has; and· there are 
only too many children of that description. 

14. Is there at present in Hobart any system by which children of the criminal class are separated 
from others in schools or gaol? None ; we have only the gaol to send them to. At the Boy's Home 
convicted children are• not received, unless it has been for some very trivial o:ffeµce. They are not kept 
distinct in any way when in gaol from the older and more hardened criminals .. 

15. I was under the impression that there were some other arrangements made besides that? There 
are also classes for religious instruction taught by ladies, and the children attend two services a day. 

16. In the case of the Girls' Industrial School, can you inform us what caused it to be changed from 
an undenominational to a denominational institution? I cannot say. Since the Girls' Industrial School was 
established in the Barracks the airls have attended St. David's Church, and Mr. Bromby has filled the 
position of religious instructor to the establishment. The original intention was that it should have been 
entirely undenominational. 

TUESDAY, APRIL· 3, 1883. 

THE REV. THOMAS KELSH, of Campbell Torvn, Minister of the Roman Catholic Cliurch, 
called in and examined. 

1. By J.lf r. Braddon.-Y our name ? . Thomas Kelsh. 
·. 2. Have you had any experience of the Public system of Education in Tasmania? I am-am.ember of 

several Local School Boards, and have always takeii a great interest in the question of Education. 
3. Sp~aking from yom: expenence as a member of Local Scho.ol Boards, do you consider that the 

present system of Public Education in Tasmania is entirely satisfactory? I do not. 
4. Will you specify any defects that have come undel' your observation? I consider the want of proper 

religious training. with the secular education -a most radical defect in the system ; also that ·the powers 
E}ntrusted to Local School Boards are far too insignificant, and that if those powers are not enlarged that 
there is very little good in the existence of the Local School Boards. I also am convinced there is a large 
amount of moral injury done by mixing boys and girls. together in large schools,-in many schools both 
sexes sit and work in class together. They should be kept distinct. 
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5. Do you approve of the extended powers of Local Boards re.commended by the Select Committee of 
1882 ?-(See Appendix 1.) Please consider them sei·iatini . . 

Clause I. I agree with. 
Clause II. I am opposed _to. I would not leave the power of appointment in the hands of Local 

School Boards, nor ·the power of removing teachers, as so~e Local Boards might have private 
reasons for opposing· the appointment of a teacher or working his removal that might not be 
shared by the majority of the parents of the children attending the school. I know of some 
instances in which the Local Boards have objected to a schoolmaster because of his religion, 
though acknowledging at the same time that he was a good teacher . 

. Clauses III. and IV. I approve 0£ 
Clau~e V. I think this power should be left in the hands of the Central Board. 
Clauses VI. to VIIL I am in favour 0£ 
6. · Are you in favour o_f converting Local Boards into District School Boards? To a certain degree 

T am, but would like to see such a system adopted in settled districts regarding schools within a radius of 
not more than ten miles. 

7. Is it, in your opinion, desirable to vest the central control of the Educati~n system in a Director of 
Education subordinate to a responsible Minister rather than a Central Board? l should like to see a 
responsible Minister of Education appointed, but the Board of Education still to exist arid be in subordination 
to him.· ; · 

8. Would a Board of Advice or Patronage, of which the Mini::;ter of Education would be ex ~fficio 
Chairman, meet your view in this case? It would. 

9. Do you agree with the Select Committee's recommendations as to-(a.) Normal Schools. (b.) 
Standard of regular attendance. (c.) Factory employe law. (d.) Standard of competency? I do, unre
servedly. (See Appendix 1.) 

10. Are you familiar with the French system of public instruction as it existed in 1859-60? I am not. 
ll. You know th~t more than three-fourths of the French people were at that time members of the 

Church of Rome ? Yes. . . 
12. Are you aware of the fact that at that time the system of religious teaching in the French schools 

was almost identical with that now existing in. Tasmania? No, I am not ; and T can hardly think that such 
could have been the case. · 

. · 13. By Rev. Jaines Scott.-What defects in your opinion exist in refemnce to religious instmction 
under the present system, and what changes would you suggest? I think more attention should be paid to 
religious instruction than there is at present. It should not be confined to only one hour or half-hom in the 
day. I would not wish Bible teaching and catechising to go on all day, but' there should be some plan 
adopted by which ·religious teaching could be indirectly conferred upon the children. This cannot be done 
in mixed schools ; but if there was a system of payment by results, schools of different denominations 
c~uld be established. · . . 

14. Could you give the Commission information of any system of education at work in any mixed 
community · which meets your approval? From what I have heard and read relative to the Canadian 
system, I should recommend that a similar system be tried in Tasmania .. 

15. Do you know of any instances in which the reli~ious convictions of the children of your Church 
have been tampered with at the Public Schools of the Colony? I cannot at this moment recall any dire.et 
a_tt~mpt to proselytize children, but I have heard of many cases where those religious convictions have been 
ridiculed by both masters and pupils, and where Protestant teachers have exacted the attendance at 
Protes~ant religious _instruction of Catholic children without troubling themselves to ascertain whether the 
Catholic parents _objected or consented to such a course. · . . 

·. 16. Have the priests, or other authorised parties in connection with the Church of Rome, been hindered 
in any way at any time from obtaining the freest access to the Public Schools in order to give religious 
instruction to the children of your Church? I know of no such case. 

17. Have you thought of any means by which the State might encourage the education· of children in 
remote districts, where half-time schools or schools with· an average of 20 scholars cannot be established or 
maintained'/ Nothing, excepting a capitation fee. I think the Government should deal liberally with 
teachers in allowing a fee for each child. 

18. By 11fr. Braddon .-Is there not at, present a general feeling of harmony existing between children 
of different denominations attending mixed schools? I suppose so, generally speaking; but there have been 
cases to the contrary in different parts of the· co'tmtry, and the harmony would not be imperilled by the 
establishment of schools in which religious teaching of a distinct_ive character would be given. 
· 19. Do you think the payment by results system practicable in this Colony? I tl1ink so, in general 
centres ot: population ; but tl1ere are some places where· the system would not do, and where the general 
:;ystem might be necessary. We have denominational schools, supported by voluntary contributions, at 
J emsalem, Tunnack, New Town, P-ort Cygnet, Brio-hton, Oatlands, Green Ponds, and Campbell Town, 
as well as in Hobart and Launceston. 

0 
· 

20. To whilt ·extent do the children of your faith receive religious instruction i~ their l1omes or at 
Sunday Schools? In their homes I cannot say, except that they are, taught their morning and evening 
prayers, and prepare their catechism, &c. for Sunday School where such- schools exist; but it is difficult 
to _get people fitted to conduct Sunday Schools in places where there are no resident clergymen. 

21. Would you approve of Bibl~ reading in mixed schools? Certainly :riot; for _the Bible -is too 
sacred a book to be made a class-book, and too difficult to be interpreted by any one's private judgment. 
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22. By Rev. James Scott.-How many of the children of your Church are there of school ages'in 
Tasmania, and how many attend Sundav School? I have no_ statistics whereby to form ~n estimate of the 
number. 

23. Will yo1,1 i:.dd any sug·gestions that may occur to you in relation to the subject of public education 7 
I would suggest that though the State may not pay from the public funds for religious instruction in sd1ool, 
permission should be given religious denominations· to impart w:lrntever religious doctrines they may think. 
proper in their respective schools, whilst. the State deals solely with the secular instmction imparted 
therein. As the Protestants generally of every sect ap1'>ear satisfied with Bible reading in school as 
religious instruction, religious claims would be • satisfied by providing three classes of schools ; viz.
I. Mixed schools as at present _existing ; 2. Where Bible reading was permitted ; and 3. Where religious 
teaching in conformity with Catholic views was .imparted. Where the population was -too scattered to ' 
warrant the existence of these schools the present Public School System would necessarily be made use of. . 

THE REV. ALEXANDER DOCTOR, of Sorell, called in and examined. 

l. By M1·. B1·addon.-Y our name ? Alexander Doctor, a Minister and Moderator of the Presbyterian 
Church. 

2. Have you had any experience of the Tasmanian system of Public Education? I have, having been 
on eight Local School Boards for various periods. 

3. Will you say how far you agree with the recommendations of the Parliamentary Select Committee of° 
1882 as to-( a.). Proposed chang:e of central control. (b.) Re-constitution of Local Boards. (c.) Increased 

· powers of Local Boards. (d,) Training School. (e.) Standard of regular attendance. (j'.) Factory 
employe law. (g.) Standard of competency. (h.) Free and compulsory education.-(See Appendix No. 1.) 

I approve of Clause I. · · 
Clause II. I do not agree with, being in favour of a distinct School Board fo1, each district. I am of 

opinion that local men on the School Boards would do well, if they got any e:ricouragement, to act 
on behalf of their school. As an instance of the way in which Local School Boards are ignored by 
the Central Board, a gentleman was sent down to examine and report upon the necessary repairs 
to a school building of whose Board I was a member ; no notice of this visit was given to the 
Chairman or any of the members of the Local School Board. 

I agree with Clauses III., IV., and V. 
Clause VI. I am also in favour of; but I should prefer to see the inspection once a year instead of 

twice. 
Clauses VII. and VIII; are also an improvement. 
A Training School for Teachers is necessary, but I have no wish to see education in the Training School 

made compulsory. 
Standard of regular attendance is, I think, a very necessary measure. 
Standard of competency I also agree with, to be open to children of 10 years of age and upwards. 
Education to be compulsory·, but not free. 
4. Are you in favour of the introduction of a higher standard of instruction in the Public Schools 7 

and, if so, to what extent would you have the standard elevated? I am, most certainly. 
5. Do you think it desirable that the ~ublic School system should trench upon the ground occupied by. 

superior private schools? I do not think it could, for if a private school was doing good work it would 
hold its own, if it was not it would give way. 
. · 6. Is thei·e any danger, in your opinion, of making a State system of compulsory (and possibly free) 
education too ambitious in character? I do not think so: . · 

7. Do you consider it desirable that all Public School teachers should be certificated? I do, most 
assµredly. As an instance of the evil an incompetent teacher may do, I know of one school whose attend
ance roll was reduced by 75 per cent. in consequence of being held by _such a class of teacher. 

8. Can you suggest any change by which our Public School system could be made more effect_ive in 
the industrial direction, and better calculated to bring- under educational influence the waifs and strays of the 
chief towns? I know nothing of the system in Hobart, but I was examiner at the Greenock Reformatory 
for about six years. · 

9. B.11 Rev. James Scott.-Do you think that the present mode of compulsory religious instruction could 
be modified or improved? I do not think it could. You cannot compel a minister to attend, though you can 
force the teacher to impart _religious instruction at certain intervals. I certainly would not make the teaching 
either more dogmatic or doctrinal. 

10. Would you approve of a system of denominational education? Certainly not. 
11. Have you any other suggestion to make to the Commission? No. 

HE~RY HUNTER, Esq., called in and examined. 

• 1. By Mr. Braddon.-Speaking from your own experience as a Member of the Central Board, co yoti 
consider that that body has time and opportunity for the effective control of the educational system of the 
Colony?. I do not. , 
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.. 2. Do_ you think the central control would be more effective if it were vested in a responsible Minister, 
with a paid departmental head .subordinate to him, and a Board of Advice or Patronage to check the 
exercise of political patronage? · The supreme control is, and has always been, vested in a Minister of the 
Crown (the Honorable the Chief Secretary), and I should think all desired ends mi,,.ht be attained by the 

. appointment of a well qualified and well paid Departmental Head or Director, with
0

such a Board of Advice 
as suggested. . . . . . 

3. Is it in your opinion desirable to extend the powers of Local School Boards in the direction indicated 
by the Select Committee of 1882 ?-(See Appendix 1.) I think their ·powers might be extended with great 
advantage, provided that in the necessary l'Cconstitution of the Boards care be taken that the members 
possess the qualifications requisite to entitle them to occupy such a position. 

4. Are you in favour of reconstituting the Local Board~ by grouping scho~ls together, as occasion 
demands, under one District Board? Yes, with a judicious selection 'of representative members of the 
principal religious deno~inations in such districts. • • . 

5. Will you favour the Commission· with your opinion u1jon the following recommendations of the 
Select Committee of 1882?-(See Appendix No. l.) (a.) Training School for 'feachers. (b.) Elevation 

.of standard of teaching in Public Schools .. (c.) Standard of regular attendance. (d.) Factory employe 
law._ (e.) Standard. of competency. (f) Education free as well as compulsory. (g.) Teachers to be 
certificated. I agree with the chief recommendations of the Select Committee on the above heads, but my 
many professional duties prevent me from giving the time to the consideration of these matters which they 
deser:7e: Tlie period is approaching when I trust our increased population will justify the establishment of 
a Trau~1~g School for Teachers. At present I believe such an•institution would be found to involve too large 
an addit10n to our educational vote. · 

6. ~re you satisfied with the present system in so far as the teaching is of a seculai· character, avoiding 
3:11 doc!rme or. dogma likely to give offence to any of the children attending? I think the existing Regula
tions _give ~11 possible facilities for religious instruction in public undenominational Schools ; namely,-a 
cei:t3:111- p~r10d is set aside in each day during which those properly authorised. may visit the schools an~ give 
rehg10us mstruction to children whose parents desire it for them. This privilege, it is to be regretted, 1s not 
very fully taken advantage of, owing in a very great measure, I believe, to a want (in the generality of 
country schools at least) of_p1;oper class-room accommodation. · 

7. By ·Rev. ,Tames Scott.;_From your remarks I gather that the work of the Central Board consists 
largely in ratifying the action of the Chairman and Secretary? It does. 

· 8, :What amount of discretion, if any, is vested in the Chairman and Secretary by the Central Board? 
The entire detail work of the Department is virtually in the hands of the Secretary (Mr. Richardson), an 
excellent and highly deserving officer, who conduc.ts all correspondence, &c., subject to the direction and 
approval, in matters of importance, of the Chairman of the Board, whose invaluable services in this cause 
for so_ long a period are deservedly acknowledged by all classes. Affairs of minor importance are dealt with 
by the Secretary, probably sometimes without the Chairman's previous knowledge or concnrrence. Com
munications that are considered by the Chairman· of sufficient consequence, besides all the Inspectors' 
reports and other such documents, are circulated amongst the members of the Board for their perusal and 
remarks, and are then discllssed at next meeting, unless some urgency in the meantime has rend~red it 
necessary [or the Chairman to take action, in which case that _is .reported to the meeting, and I tlunk I 
may say mvariably meets with approval. The Board for several years past has been called together only 
monthly, and a meeting not unfrequently lapses for want of_ a quorum_- . . 
. 9. :What defects, if any, in your opinion, exist in the School system of Tasmania in reference to religious 
mstruct10n, and what changes would you sug,,.est? I cannot suggest, ·under our present School system; any 
advantageous change in reference to religious i~struction : but I would urge that· every possible encouragement 
and, inducement should be given to clergymen and others who are charged with like duties to see that the 
opportunities offered by the Regulations are availed of, so that it may never be said there is a desire to 
exclude religion-which should form the basis of all learning-from our Publi.c Schools. 
· • 10: Do you know of any instances in which attempts have been made t~ proselytize the children of your 

Church at any of the Public Schools of the Colony? I do not. . 
ll. Have the authorised teachers of reli!rion of your Church any difficulty in gaining access to the 

State Schools in order to impart religious insti·uction to the· children of yonr Church? They have not! that 
I.am aware of, beyond that arising from the want already referred to,-:-proper class-room accommodat10n. 

12. J:!y .Llfr.. Bmddon.-Have you any other suggestion to make in respect of the Tasmanian system 
of Educat10n? . At present I have not. · 

THE HON. P. 0. FYSH called in and examined. 

· 1. By Mr. Braddon.-Will you describe the principai results which followed the Report of the Royal 
Commission on Education in 1867? Compulsol'y attendance, the establishment of Local School Boards, 
free education, and an increase in the number of Inspectors; and, although deferred, yet ultim::itely the 
repeal of those regulations which necessitated local subscriptions for new school-houses ere their being 
provided. . . · 

2. As far as you have means of observing, has the control by a Central Board been satisfactory? The 
,progress of State Education in 1883 is much more satisfactory than it w,i,s ten years a~·o, but to what cause 

. this is attributable I do not consider myself competent t.o express an opinion ; but, still, the present results 
are not of such a satisfactory nature as might have been expected from such· a system. · 

.... 
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3. Would you prefer to see the central control ·vested in a Minister of Public Tnsfruction, with a 

Director of Education subordinate to him, and a· Board of Patronage or Advice? Though th~re are very · 
many apparent advantages in the appointment of a I1iinister of Education responsible to Parliament, and 
especially if such Minister could, under all political exigencies, be relied upon for an unswerving devotion 
primarily to public instruction, yet I much fear the influences which are exercised by constituencies, 
especially at periods of elections. The difficulty might be met and the advantages secured by a paid 
Chairman of the Central Board, whose actions woula be immediately amenable to Parliament by a Parlia
menta1;y appointment of a Member of the House, as in the case of the Speaker, lasting only with the 
Pai·liament, and not dependent upon the life of the Ministry. The care of all educational matters would 
fall to such Officer, Ministers would be relieved from denominational claims, and Members be expected to 
qualify for the office, much to the advantage of the cause of Education generally. At present the cause of 
Education in the Tasmanian Parliament is like that of India in the Imperial Legislature,-it deeply concerns 
but few; and anything expected to enlist a healthier interest by a large number of Members in educational 
matters is worthy of a trial. · 

4. Will you favour the Commission with your opinion on the following points, suggested or recom
mended by the Select Committee of 1882 ?-(See Appendix 1.) 

(1.) Training School for Teachers.-! regret being unable to construct any plan which will accomplish 
this with the Smith Trust Fund, and that hitherto the tentative plan set out in the correspondence 
of his late Lordship Bishop Bromby and myself with the Board of Education has not been 
practically tested; but the donors' intention of keeping alive the attention to this most important 
subject has been successful, and, as a Trustee of that Fund, I heartily endorse the report of the 
Commission on Education, House of Assembly Paper 106, 1S82,-" That the absence of a 
Training School is a defect in the system and a link missing in the chain of gradation by which 
the pupil teacher rises to the charge of a school." 

(4.) Factory Employe Law.-At present the pressure for labour at haryesting periods is too great to 
define, except without serious results, any fixed age under which a child shall not find employ
ment. 'l'he compulsory clauses of the Education Act should be extended wherever Public 
School accommodation is provided and reasonably accessible for children, and so a necessity for 
factory employe law be obviated; but Local Boards should have power to relax its regulations 
at seasons of harvest. 

(5.) Standard of Competency.-! defer to better informed opinions than my own upon this subject; but 
I know enough of the system and the teachers to see the necessity for a standard below the 

. attainment of which no teacher should be employed. On what principle are the children in 
outlying and sparsely populated districts entrusted iO the tuition of men who have mistaken the · 
calling for which Nature has fitted them? If the equal claim of each family in the State to. 
educational advantages be admitted, there should be no disparity between the quality and the 
quantity supplied to all. · 

(6.) Education Free as well as Compulsory.-Free as well as Compulsory and Secular Education are 
three very large and important questions, upon which I dare not commit myself to writing 
without more reading and consideration than I can afford. But every citizen has an opinion, 
and mine is decidedly that compulsory educationhas proved a boon: my reading and 
experience confirms the tendency I have always had to favour free, compulsory, and secular 
education as a State duty at the cost of the General Revenue. If compulsion of attendance with 
religious teaching . can be justified in the circumstances of large countries where denominational 
scruples may be respected, there exists no similarity here, where most of your out-of-town 
districts scarcely support one school, and the optional system h.as been ·a failure. Religious 
teaching is a parental, not a State duty ; and as I should resent State ·interference with the 
religious teaching of my children, so also should all parents. As to cost, we are too apt to 
look for method where there is no similarity of circumstances; and the opinion of the report of 
the Royal Commission of 1867, of which I was a Member, is still my opinion, namely,-" That 
if direct taxation fol: education be advisable under any circumstances, it is evident, in our opinion, 
that it must be made imperative by the Legislature-notleft to local option." . 

(7.) Payment of Teachers by Fixed' Salaries.-! deprecate the system of partial payment by fees,-it 
divides the attention of the teacher between his bodily necessities and the duties he owes to the 
mental culture of his charge, and instead of popularising him with parents and children, has a 
contrary effect, Education should be the great, the only object of the teacher, and how to 

· economise cost should be separated from him. With a fixed minimum salary I would like to 
associate the payment by results' system, and a liberal increase of pay upon present rates. 
Parliament has been too mean in its provision for Education. It appea1;s incredible, but the 
Departmental Returns show that at fifty Public Schools the pay of a teacher, 21lus the school 
fees, does not exceed £80 per annum, and a very large number of these are at £20, £30, £40, 
and £50 per annum, and in some of these cases the pay may be for services of both master"and 
mistress. The pay of day laborers and carters varies from £78 to £120 per annum ! The 
London Public School Board, after trial of various systems, has " decided to pay by fixed 
salaries ;" and having increased the pay, the supply of qualified teachers followed .. This may 
point to a remedy for the better supply of very many now indifferently taught Public Schools. 

(8.) Reconstruction of Local Boards by creating District Boards.-(9.) Increased Powers of Local or· 
District Boards.-The advantages to be gained by the substitution of District for Local Boards 
are not, in my opinion, to be compared with those :which a larger development of local interest 
in the education of youth would secure. Local Boards have not. yet had a fair trial; by all 
means give them adequate powers before innovations. 

5. Do think that teachers should be certificated, and that the •system of · payment is satisfactory ? I 
bave already answered this in my replies to question 4. 
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6. Have you, as Trustee of the Smith Endowment Fund, any sugg·estion to make as to the disposal of 
that fund in a practical way? Replied tp in answer No. (1 ). 

7. Do yc,m consider it desirable :to make public instruction in the Colony otlwr than. secular? This 
question has been dealt with in my reply No. 4. 

· 8. Can you suggest any means by which the waifs.and strays of Hobart and the large towns may be 
more effectively brought under educational influence, whether by Ragged Schoqls, Refuges, or Reformatories? 
The prolonged interest maintained in Ragged Schools by philanthropic individuals, whose time and money 
have been freely devoted to a class not usually reached by Board Schools, is ,vorthy of much consideration; 
and- as philanthropy will live eve~ though statecraft may cease, and as Government interference is more 
likely to dry up than feed the fountain, I deprecate any interference, and would leave to 'disinterested 
Christian workers the care for those .classes of children who for education cannot be brought into the 

· Government Schools. 

THE REV. R. D. POULETT-HARRIS called in and exaniined. 
, I 

1. B,1/ jJfr. Bmddon.-Your name? Rev. R. D. Poulett-Harris, Rector of the High School. I 
am one of the original Members of the Council of Education. I was Examiner for the Public Schools Exhi
bitions for some years ; I am also an Examiner of Pupil Teachers. 

· 2. As a Memb~r of the Coi,mcil of Educati~n, has your experience shown that the construction of that 
body is on a: satisfactory basis? · I should like to see some alteration in its construction, as I do not consider 
it at present altogether satisfactory. It is very slow in taking action, even in matters of importance; and 
this, I think; not m(lrely from a spirit of caution, but rather from a certain apathy consequent on the nature 
of. its constitution. ' · 

3. What changes do you consider desirable to give greater efficiency to the Council of Education? I 
have proposed a scheme for enlarging the qasis of the Council, which I now lay before the Commission.

. (See Appendix 2.) In it I· propose to. include in the Council all Graduates of British Universities in the 
Colony, all Fellows of the Medical Colleges, and all regular Barristers called to the English Bar. 

4. W 01:1,ld you recommend the app~intment of a Senate in addition to the Council? That is part and 
p;i,rcel of the scheme I have referred to. . 

5, Do you think that the system of appointment to either the Council of Education or Boards of 
Publiµ Education would be improved by stibstitution, in whole or in part, of election for nomination? I 
should not recommend popular election as regards the Council or Board of Education ; but I think Local 
School Boards might be appointed in whole or in part by local election. But I have no experience of the 
subject to give weight to this opinion. . 

6. Is it-your opinion that the time has arrived for the . establishment of a University in this Colony.? 
I was favourable to the scheme for that purpose which was rejected in the Legislative Assembly. 

7. Do you consider that th~re are now available in this Colony adequate material, as to members of 
Council and Senate and Examining Professors, to give hope of a University being successful? I think we 
have six or seven men who, if they• were placed in Universities and released from their present duties, would 

·well.suit as Vniversity lecturers and examiners. We certainly have the men, if they had the opportunity of 
andertaking the work. But if a University was ~stablished on a different basis, and with liberal endow
ments, it might, perhaps, be tlie best plan to go to England for entirely new men. We have gentlemen 
here now who could educate to a standard equivalent to that of a creditable English University Degree. 

8. Does Christ's College, as now existing, promise to become the' future University of Tasmania? As 
it now exists I do :riot see much chance of its developing into such. _ . · 

. 9. Do you think that the expenditure upon this institution is attended by any adequate results beneficial 
to Ed~cation? I think not. . . . . . • · 

10. · W ~uld it be advisable, in your opinion, to close this College and husband the endowments tl1at 
maintain it until a better opportunity shall arise for attempting· to establish a University? I think that is 
the best thing to do with it. 

· ll. Fi·om what you have seen of Exhibitioners examined by the Board of Edt~cation and sent to Superior 
Schools, should you say that the present system of Public School teaching is of as high a standard as 
is necessary, or generally complete so far as the objects of the State are concerned? From my own experi
·eiJ.ce, the boys who come from the Public Schools to the Superior Schools are very well taught, especially 
in Arithmetic ; but tµ.ey are generally clever smart boys, the best selection of the schools from whence they 
come. I think it would be an improvement if these boys were taught a little Et1clid and Latin to fit them 
for.their fu~ure career in the higher schools ; as it is, they are at a disadvantage. 

· 12. Have those Exhibitioners from Public Schools· who have come under your observation done well 
in. Superior Schools? A good proportion have done so, but not all by any means. 

· 13. Do you think it practical, or desirable, that teaching of Latin and Matl1ematics should be intro-
duced in all Public Schools? . I do not think it desirable ; for the boys who come at a very early age are 
picked boys, and I do not think them an average sample of the general material of the school. I think it 
desirable that boys who are being specially prepared for the. Exhibitions should be taught a little Latin and 
Mathematics to fit them fo,r their superior· school training. · I should like, therefore, to see an easy Latin 
paper and the first tw:enty pro.positions in Euclid introduced into the· examination paper. 

14. Are· you of opinion that tlie present'·system of religious·tea'ching in our schools should be continued, 
~i.e., _that there should be some religious instruction by the teachers without any of a doctrinal character?-
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or would you advise having the teaching 1vholly secular, or more widely extended in its religious aspect? 
If it w·as a choice between secular and denominational education, I should say denominational ; but I think 
there is a _medium course by wp.ich religion can be recognised without being denominational. When ~he 
Hutchins School was established as a Church of England denominational school other denominations united 
to establish the High School, in whose foundation deed it was made a _stipulation that ·the Bible should be 
read every day, which makes it a Christian though not a denominational establishment. 

. 15 .. Do you think that such institutions as the High School and other Superior Schools could be lifted 
out of the groove of proprietorship or denominationalism, and brought into closer connection with the State 
system of Education, and thus be made more useful and permanent, and their advantage_s brought within 
1·each of a wider circle of State subsidies or endowments of land, as is the case in New Zealand ?-and do 
·yon think that such a change would be desirable? I think it would be desirable that the leading Grammar 
Schools should be endowed, and not dependent on numbers ; if endowed 'they would naturally come under 
State supervision. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 26, 1883. 

MR. GEORGE STEWART, Visiting Officer under Board ef Education, called in and_ examined. 

-1. By J.1:fr. Bird.-Your name? George Stewart. 
2. Yon are Visiting Officer under the Board of Education? I am. 
3. What is the extent of the District under your charge? · Hobart, Sandy Bay, and New Town ; but 

my services are frequently required in the country. I have been as far ·as Oatlands in the discharge of my 
duty, and also to many of the intermediate districts. 

4. Do you consider one officer sufficient to give effect to the compulsory clauses of the Education Act, 
within the limits you mention? No. · 

5. In whose hands is the working-of the compulsory clause left in those places you so seldom visit? 
In the Municipalities the Superintendents of Police ought to attend to it; I have frequently heard of their 
doing so in the rural districts. In the country districts the Local .Boards are supposed to give information 
for the Police to act upon. · 

6. Do the difficulties to enforcing school attendance, to which you referred in your evidence before the 
Select Committee of 1882, still exist? and do you still :find it very difficult to enforce anything like regular 
attendance? The same difficulty still exists. · 

7. Do you find the indifference as to the children's school attendance rests chiefly with the fathers or 
. the mothers of those children ? With the mothers. 

8. To what causes do you chiefly attribute the neglect of parents to send their children to school? In 
most instances to drunkenness ; sometimes to p'6verty ; frequently to indifference. Another cause is the 
desire of parents to gain a few shillings a week by sending their children to work instead of to school. In 
I knew of one case, the father was such a confirmed. gambler he had not the _money to provide decent clothes 
for his children to attend school in. 
· 9. By Rev. James Scott.-Do you know of any cases •in which the children are prevented from. 
attending school by the poverty of the parents, such poverty caused by costly and improvident habits, such 
as keeping sporting clogs, or game fowls, &c.? I have not known any cases of this description, but a ·case 
did occur in which a woman, having stated she was unable to pay school fees for her children, ·managed to 
find money to defray the expenses of a trip to Melbourne and back. : 

10. Can you give us any idea of the numb_er of children in Hobart who are irregular in their attend-
ance at school ? I cannot. · · 

11. Can you state roughly the number of children who leave school to go fruit or hop-picking? About 
120, mostly from the Ragged Schools and Free School, Murray-street, and a few from the Public Schools. 

12. Do you know ·the number of children within the school ages in Hobart employed in regular labour, 
such as jam factories, &c.? No. · 

13. Can you give some instances in which Chairmen of Local School Boards have ·exempted children 
from school attendance? The Local School Boa:rd, Glenorchy, granted exemptions to all children over the 
age of nine years in order to go fruit picking. , 

14. By Mr. Bird.-To what schools are the truant children about Hobart usually sent? To the 
nearest Public School, by the Magi,;trate's order ; but if I state the parents are unable to pay school fees 
he then makes an order for their admission to Mu~Tay-street Free School. . · 

15. Would it not be desirable that the children of poor but respectable parents should be sent to the 
Public Schools and not to the Free Schools? I do think so, for I have noted several cases in which parents 
strongly object to their children associating with the class who ,attend Free Schools? 

16. Do you often find the plea tl)at the children attend Private Schools offered as an excuse for the non
attendance of children at Public Schools ? I do. 

17. Do you attempt to verify that statement by enquiry at the Private Schools named? I do .. 
18. And do you generally find the statement COl'l'~Ct? I do, as far as the. fact of the child actually 

attending goes; but I have no means of verifying the regularity of-that attendance. I have known of a 
case where the parents sent the shilling a week to the teacher and sent the child out to work, the payment 
of the fee securing it being considered an attendant of the school. 
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. 19. Do you find the teachers of Private Schools re~dy to give you information as to the attendance of 

children a.t their schools ? · Some are, and some are not. · 
·. : 20. Abo·ut what number of children do you suppose atten:d private primary schools of an inferior class? 

I furnished a return to tl1e Board of Education two years back showing the number to be, as near as I can 
remember, 1500, and I think the number has increased since then. 
· 21. Have you any idea of the numher of unmanageable and neglected children in Hobart who attend 

no school at all? About 40 or 50, who are scattered through all parts of the cit}'., · 
· 22. Have you ever endeavoured to enforce the attendance of this class of children at school? I have, 

but with small success, owing to defective Act. · . 
23. Ca~ you give me the number of children within the school ages in Hobart? I am unable to 

answer this question. ·. · , 
·· 24. Can you ~ffer any suggestions for rendering the compulsory attendance clause more effective, such 
as specifying the minimum numbe1: of days for attendance, facility for inquiry in Private Schools, or keeping 
annual rolls of all children of school age? . The minimum number of days for attendance I would suggest 
should be three in the week. Private schools should be compelled to keep a register of attendance, and should 
be open for inspection to any officer appointed to carry out the law. 

MR. ,JOHN PIERCE, Master of.the Collins-street Ragged School, called in and examined. 

1. By 1lfr. Bird.-Y our name? John Pierce. 
2. You are Master of the Collins-street Ragged· School? I am. 
3; How long have you held that position? Nearly two years. . 
4. Have you had any previous· experience? Yes, previous to coming to the Colony, in Voluntary 

Ragged Schools I was Treasurer of a British School now under the Board of Education, and Superin
tendent of a Ragged School. 

5. Are Ragged· Schools being discontinue,d in England to any great extent? We, discontinued ours as 
soon as the Board Schools were instituted, throwing the onus of educating the children on the Board Schools. 
I know the Ragged Schools exist still, and I think the Lond011 Ragged Schools do also. 

· 6. By Rev. Ja1nes Scott.-You have referred to the discontinuance of a Rao-ged School in which you 
wern interested,-will you 'inform us of the effect that change made to the cl1ildren who attended that 
school? The children ·were at once absorbed in the Board School, and were, I beHeve, benefited to a great 
extent by having a more regular and efficient education. 

7. Did the charity and influence of ladies and the outside public extended towards those children die 
away when the.school was done away- with? It did; but still the children gained by the change. I know 
of one ·case in which the children of a drunken carpenter and a prostitute were forced by the Inspector to 
attend school in spite of the declaration of the parents that they were too poor to provide them with suitable 
clothing. 1.'he children attended school for a few days in a state of semi-nudity, but after that period 
appeared in their places decently clad, their parents having found the money to pay for it when they saw it 
was impossible to evade the obligation. . · . 

8. By Rev, James Scott.-With refei·ence to your own school in Collins-street, how is it in respect of 
regularity of attendance? With a roll of 140 I have great difficulty in getting an attendance of 90, and 
the number attending four days a week is less still. . , 

9. By ilh:. Bfrd.-What measu~es do you adopt to secure regular attendance at your school? The 
teachers yisit.the homes of.the scholars and send other children to look up the absent ones. The Truant 
Officer visits the school about once a fortnight, when a list of incorrigible offenders is given to him; we do 
not, however, trouble him with any children from whom we can get an attendance of 50 per cent. 

10. What attendance do you think should be insisted upon. ordinarily? The lowest attendance required 
by the English law is two-thirds, of the school days. I saw a case in a recent English paper in which 
the parents of a child were fined, though its attendance had been 107 out of 209 days. 

· ll. By Rev. James Scott.-Speaking of your experience of Home schools, can you inforµi us of the 
system there of dealing with incorrigible truants? Each district is placed under the control of a School 
Board, and ·each school under that of a School Committee, whose members are·not necessarily on the School 
Board. The Truant Officer. is the servant of the School Board. 'fhe School Committee inspect the 
registers, and irregular attendances, are ·reported by them to the School Board, who· instruct the Trnant 
Officers to take action.· The School Committee assist in the visiting, and their representations are attended 
to by the School Boa1;d. In the larger towns there are Truant Schools of a reformatory character. When 
truant children are placed at these schools they are entirely removed from their parents' influence and 
control, and the discipline is of a very severe character. ·:Each School Board pays all the expenses of their 
Truant Officer. · 

12. ]:Jy Rev. R. IJ. Poulett-Harris.-Have the English School Boards the power of levying rates? 
-No, they have not ; they issue a precept lipon the local authority for any money they require, of which 
money they have the uncontrolled expenditure·. In the case of towns the precept is issued upon the Cor-
porations, in the country districts upon the Poor La~ authorities. · 

13. By Mr. B. S. Bird.-Have you many children about your school whose attendance is so irregular 
as to require the action of_ the Truant Officer? I generally have to give him a li:,t of half0 a-dozen names at 
each visit. · 
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14. Do you think there are others .who are alto~ther overlookecl by him? I believe there are a good 

many whom the Truant Officer never reaches. In ..t<,;ndand each school district is divided, and visited by 
ladies and gentlemen who compile a list of every clfild of school age in their district : thus every child 
would be made to appear on some school register, and its attendance checked. I should like to see a similar 
system here. · 

15. Are there any of the entirely neglected and unmanageable class of children in the neighbourhood 
of your school? There are. 

16. What do you think ~hould be done with them? I think they should be sent to such. Truant Schools 
as I have described the existence of in England. I know of a case in this town in which a mother had a 
daily battle with her child in the endeavour to make him attend school, sometimes one or both of them 
appearing with their faces streaming with blood, so energetically was the cause of education fought on the 
one part and resisted on the other; the boy was, 'however, ultimately.the victor, but since that victory has 
been lodged in H. M. Gaol for theft. In another case, a boy's attendance at school ·was generally 
preceded by a spirited chase round the wharf by his mother; on the momings the mother did not 
succeed in overtaking her son my pupil dicl not put in an appearance. For children of this description the 
Truant School system would be. a great advantage.· Another advantage in our :E;nglish school system is, that 
employers of juvenile labour are carefully watched and are subject to a heavy fine if children under school 
age or without a certificate of educational proficiency are found on their premises. A certificate can be 
obtained by any child of 12 years of age possessing average ability, provided its attendance had been fairly 
regular ; the certificate being granted by the Government Inspector at his annual examination. 

17. Is the inability on the part of parents to pay school fees generally occasioned by intemperate, 
improvident, or other bad habits? In some cases; but there are also many widows who are unable to pay 
from actual inability, also parents who are unable to assist to educate their children from indigence caused 
by sickness. . · · · 

. 18. Can you make any other suggestions which would be of assistance to the Commission in considering 
· the educational system in Tasmania? School Boards are formed in England by a requisition from- five 

inhabitants to the Education Department, statinrr that in their district the education in their district is_ 
inefficient or insufficient. The Education Departme~t order the local authority to make inquiry into the facts,
if they are confirmed a board is ordered to be formed, if the local authority neglect to form one a Govem
ment 'Inspector appoints one. The Government Inspector at an annual examination gives certificates for 
successful passing of the required standard, and in that way the School Board, if the education and 
attendance is efficient, can eam rather more than one-third of the whole ·expenses of the school, the school 
fees pay another third, and the balance, greater or less according to the amount eamed by the children from 
the Govemment grant, is made up by the local rates. The teachers are selected by the boards, whose 
interest it is to obtain efficient teaching so that a large grant may be earned and the local rates saved. The 
teacher is paid a definite salary,. and not more than 10 per cent. of the Government grant. About 30 per 
cent. of the Government grant is for attendance ( two-thirds of the school clays). Private schools need not 
be interfered with, if some arrangement were made whereby children under fourteen who are wanting.to go 
to work may obtain a certificate. Parents would at once see to it that their childre11 attended a school 
where the education was such as would enable the children to get a certificate. Inefficient schools would 
thereby be quickly closed. In some districts in England where juvenile lal1our is much used, a system of 
half-time .is adopted to meet the case for children of a certain age and who yet cannot pass the required 
standard to claim complete exemption. 

THURSDAY, MAY· 3, 1883. 

JAMES RULE, Esq., Inspector· of Scltools, called in and examined. 

l. By Mr. Braddon.-Is it not an anomaly in the present system, that while pupil teachers are only 
eligible for promotion as pupil teachers when they have passed an examination, those same pupil teachers 
may be promoted to teacher or assistant teachership without any qualifying test whatever? It is an 
an~maly ;_ but i~ is to be explained in the following manner: The presen?e of an adult female tea~her is 
desuable rn all mixed schools, and on this account the Board has been obliged to accept the services of 
female assistants with a low standard of qualification when others have not been obtainable. Their presence 
in school gives greater confidence of propriety in the management. 

2: Do you consider that there now exists ariy sufficiently direct influence upon the management of 
Public Schools to cope with any disorganisation in their working, or otlier failure in practice or discipline 
calling for active or early interposition? '!.'here is not ; and this (I believe) will not be provided without 
considerable extension in the authqrity of Local School Boards. 

3. By JWr. Bird.-What are the special powers with which to meet such cases Local School Boards 
should possess, and would Local Boards or District Boards best meet the requirements referred_to? The 
Local Boards should have power to enquire into every case of alleged misconduct on the part of a teacher, 
and also have the power to summon witnesses, and, when they deem it-necessary, to suspend teachers fro_:n 
their duty pending enquiry ; but I do not consider that Local School Boards as at present constituted 
could in all districts be safely entrusted with wider authority. 

4. You have stated in your written answers to the circular sent you that the religious lessons given by 
teachers are sometimes doctrinal? I have; and in explanaLion I may submit the following remarks and 
recommendations which I liave prepared as part of my Report to the Board of Education for tlie_year 
1882 :-" There are reasons to be urged for making the Public Schools more neutral than they are at 
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present with regard to debatable religious questions. It is.tru~ that no loud complaints ·have been expressed 
on 'the religious· difficulty,' except by those who <:ondenm all education that is not under· clerical direction. 
Still,· it may be observed that the Board's Regulations allow room for a teacher· to give to the Scripture 
lessons a tone agre·eable to his own peculiar belie£ If the literature of the Bible were a subject on which 

• men generally could agree to differ, there could be no reasonable objection to its inclusion in the· Programme 
of Instruction. But it is well known that many persons. consider error in religious belief ( i.e., di".ergence 
from their own belief, as all must interpret error) a deadly sin, and hold inisbelievers in reprobation ; and T 
lmve noticed that some teachers take this intolerant positioi1,,and in their Scripture lessons make it evident 
that they assume as a matter of course the intention· of the· Regulations 'to be, not only that Scripture 
History shall be taught,. but that the interpretation they have been led to adopt is the i:µterpretation intended 
by the Board to be inculcated, all different views being either ignored, or mentioned only to be reprobated. 
They also seem to take it for ,granted as the i1itention of the Board that the leading doctrines in popular 
theology are to be deduced from the _text in the way of explanation. It is, .however, obvious that this is 
quite. foreign to the spirit of the"Public Schools Act, which contains nothing to make it incumbent on the 
Board to include religious instruction. in their school course, but expressly prohibits the exclusion of children 
on account of religion. No. one .that has carefully and impartially considered this matter can believe that 
the Board ·ever intended. to have debatable religious doctrine taught at the public expense, the obvious inten
tion of the Regulation being to .encourage Bible reading as a help in children's moral education. It is an 
important question, therefore, to consider how and with what resitlts the Regulations in this respect are 
carried out. The way in which some'·teachers carry them out has just been de:-.cribed. In the majority of 
schools there is nothing doctrinal taught directly in connection with Bible reading, though it is difficult 
for .an earnest teacher holding strong religious beliefs to avoid indirect.influence, favouring his own belief, 

. on children's minds. In .a large number of schools the Bible lesson is given in a perfunctory manner.; 
and in several it is left out of the time-table. With regard to -results in the direction of moral training, I 
find it difficult to separate and trace ,the· action. of the inany factors that produce such results as are 
cognisable; but these two-character and ability in the teacher, whatever be his religious denomination
can always be clearly traced in the moral atmosphere of the school and the behaviour of the children out of 

· doors., ·scripttire lessons given in a p·erfunctory manner cannot be expected to produce any :good effect, 
but ·there is little room for doubting the fact that. good is done by earnest sympathetic teachers who make 
them a vehicle for moral instruction. Yet experience and observation have led me to the conclusion· that 
Bible lessons in the Public Schools are not essential to their efficiency in training children in good conduct 
and right feeling. The fact has always been observable that not a few teachers; who are earnest in matters 
of faith, but ignorant and unsympathetic in children's feelings, aspirations, and modes of thought, though 
they. exercise a silent influence by force of cl1aracter, fall a long way short of the good they might achieve 
by enthusiasm and hearty sympathy, with readiness to observe and make use of opportunities in the relations 
of children with each other in the school or play-ground, for giving with str!3ngth and kindness a right 
direction to their growth in morals. No teacher need resort to espionage, but to fill his place· efficiently he 
mu_st keep his eye~ open and learn to understan_d the inn~r meaning of outward·visible signs." 

5. Does the practice of imparting such religious instruction prevail to any great ext'ent? No. 
6. Has it been your habit to call the attention ~f teachers to such violation of the spirit ofthe Regula

tions as you Imve referi'ed to? Yes, generally with the result of calling forth a theological disquisition from 
the teacher . 

. • 7. By 11:fr. B1·addon.:---Do you think that the introduction of an education rate would have the resttlt 
,of making Public Education unpopular? · . · . 1 · . 

·s. To what extent are you in favour of the various recommendations of the Select Committee of 1882? 
· I agree in the opinion "that School Boards should be utilised" ·for the better government of the schools, 
-(See my answer to question 198. of the Select Committee)-but would preclude them from interference 

. with the course of instniction pi·escribed by the Board of Education. I also agree in•the opinions "that 
the absence of a Training School is a·defect in·the system of education at present existing;'·' "that a higher 
standard· should be introduced into. the Public Schools ;" "that a standard of reg·ular attendance should be 
fixed, subject to such exceptions as may be made by Local Boards for good and sufficient reasons ;" " that 
a standard of COl_l1petency should be prescribeq, and children above 12 years of age who have reached that 
standard should receive certificates relieying them of all necessity frn, compulsory attendance;" and "that 
-education should be made free as well as compulsory.". I do ·not now agree in the opinion that a Minister 
of Education with a permanent Head of ihe Department should supersede the Board of Education. Si_nce 
I gave my ·evidence before the Select .Committee I have read a progress report.issued .by the VictoJian. 
Royal Commission on Education, which has shown me the value of a -:Board in,preventing the exercise-of 
political influence in the appointment and promotion, of teachers. I do :riot concur· entirely ·in the 1'ecom
mendation to appoint a Chief Inspector as " paid professional Head of the Department " ·· •. . "wi_th two 
Inspectors subordin.ate ·to .him." It would be anoma.1011s to put one of three Inspectors performi1Jg similar 
duties in different disfricts in authority over the other two·. Still it is desirable to l~ave a paid Head of. the 
Department acting as Chairman of the Boar'd, being qualified by wide experience· and administrative-ability,., 

· I do not, with the Select Committee, endorse the opinion that·" to make the various Inspectors equal in rank 
wou~d orily end in the complete destruction of all qiscipline." ·Experience has not justified it. I·would 
respectfully point out that the Select "Committee's statement, "That· Inspectors do not consider it necessary 
to·inform Local Boards of their intention. to examine and inspect schools," is only partiall)' correct. I con
sider it necessary to. give, and do give, ·the Local. Boards notice through the teachers, according to a prescribed 
form, when the schop~s are to be examined. It -is not generally necessary to give the 'Boards notice of 
ordinary inspe_ction. · 
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FRIDAY, MAY 4, 1883. 

JAMES COULTER, Esq., Superintendent qf Police, Launceston, called in and examined . . 

l. By M1·. Braddon.-As Superintendent of Police you have ample opportunity of judging thd · 
extent to which waifs and strays of the population escape all educational and refining infkence? Yes ; I 
have more than ordinary opportunities. 

2. Can you say what number of children there are in Launceston which come under the categories of 
destitute, neglected, or criminal? I am unable to say, as only those children who have drifted into the 
criminal class come directly under my notice; but these criminal children have generally been neglected, 
and that neglect has led them to crime. 

3. Are there sufficient means existing for bringing these children under the shelter of homes, schools, 
or reformatories? There are not. We have no Reformatory of any description, and I am thus compe~led 
to condone a great number of juvenile criminal cases, there being absolutely no provision made for dealmg 
with offenders ·of that description, except for those committed to the Gaol, and Magistrates constantly refuse 
to commit children there'. The fact of children being apprehended and getting off scot free is such an 
encouragement to other juvenile evil-doers tliat I deem it frequently better to condone the offence than to 
make the immunity from punishment they enjoy public. 

4. What number of Launceston children are there between the ages of 7 to 14 who do not attend any 
school? I cannot say, but the Visiting Officer will, I think, be able to give you this information. I do 
know of several families who entirely neglect to send their children to school, and it is the offspring ·of 
llarents of this description who drift into the criminal class. 

5. Is there, in your opinion, undue occupation of children of tender age in factories of Launceston? I 
think not, as there is no industrial occupation for such children in Launceston. 

6. To what ,is the vagrancy of Launceston children attributable? They certainly are not detained from 
school by extreme indigence, very few children in Launceston lacking clothes and the necessaries of life. I 
attribute it more to the want of parental home control, and to a cul1fable indifference on the part of their 
fathers and mothers as to their ·herding with other children in the streets at late hours of the night. You 
frequently find young children in the streets at 10 o'clock at night, a practice which m_ust lead to vice and 
bad results. · 

7. Is there sufficient provision for the children of less than 7 years of age in the shape of infant schools?· 
There is not. There is only one school of that description in Launceston, and it will not hold anything like 
the number of children we have here of the age for which it is intended. 

8. Would there be a larger attendance if thei·e was fuller accommodation ? I believe there would. 
9. To what do you attribute pri_marily this readiness to lapse into crime? To a variety ·of causes, but 

primarily to the lack of control on the part of parents, and facilities they afford their children for self- · 
indulgence· during their youth. I do not attribute it absolutely to the lack of education, but I consider that 
the very fact of having to attend school for a certain number of hours a day has in itself a certain moral 
influence, and engenders regular habits which will fit them to enter upon industrial occupations when the 
fitting time arrives. The fact is, idleness is the chief source of crime. . 

10. Can you say what proportion of. the criminal class known to you can be described as educated in 
any degree? Hardly any, except those who have committed breaches of trust, forgery, &c. The criminals 
who are committed for violent offences are almost entirely uneducated ; some of them may be able to read 
and write, but only to an extent that makes doing so a labour to· them, and a labour they would be most 
unlikely to undertake. . 

ll. By the Rev. James Scott.-Except in the facilities offered for boarding out of children, wlmt other 
means of providing for destitute children exist in Launceston? The Girls' Home, and Mr. Kennerley's 
.Home in Hobart, to which we sometimes send boys. 

· 12. We are struck by the absence of Ragged Schools in Launceston similar to ·those in Hobart : is this 
absence felt to be a want? It is ; and the fact of their not being established, and the children who should 
~o to them classified and· prevented from attending Government Public Schools, causes the Government 
l:ichools to be unattended by a large number of children who would otherwise benefit by them. I sent my 
own children to the Govemment School for a time, but had to withdraw them, as they were rapidly suffering 
by their association with the mixed classes who attended the school. This difficulty would be got over if 

. the lower classes of children were sent to the Ragged Schools. 
13. Do y~u think that the children of Launceston, regarded as the raw material of labour,--i.e., as 

artisans, mechanics, labo·urers-of the future,· are turned to the fullest account? if not, what" proportion of 
his valuable force· runs· to waste? The number of children trained as •artisans in Launceston is, I 
tl1ink, in proportion to the population, greater than that of the Old Country. Still they are not turned 
to the fullest account, becaus_e there are so many parents who only think of immediate advantage, and put 
their children to occupations from which they obtain the earliest retum, but which may do notl1ing towards 
fitting them for a useful career in after life. · 

SATURDAY, MAY 5, 1883. 
THE VENERABLE ARCHDEACON HALES, qj Launceston, called in and exrLmined. 

L By tlte Chairman:-You are a Member of the Council of Christ's College? I am. 
• 2. Do you know the number of scholars no~v being ed~cated.at Christ's College, and the aggregate 

cost of their education ? When last in· Hobart I was told three. 
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3. During the last Session of Pa,rliament you presented.a petition· on the subj~ct of . Christ's College 

on the ground that that Institution was not founded by Sir John Franklin? I did, representing that the 
College was not an institution founded by Sir John Franklin, but by the Bishop, clergy, and laity· of 
Tasmania. · 

4. What was the information upon which your petition of last Session was based? I got most of my 
information from the Hon. T. Reibey's pamphlets, and the Scheme and Appendix published by the Bishop 
in 1877. 
· 5. Can it be clearly shown that no portion of the endowments, public or private, which were to have 
supported the College of Sir John Franklin's scheme, have passed into the possession of the present College? 
First, subscriptions were given to the Christ's College, founded by the Bishop, clergy, and laity of Tasmania, 
and the donors gave them expressly with this intention. I cannot say what they would have done had Sir 
John Franklin's scheme been carried out instead of this one. There are two items in the subscription list, 
-one given by the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, and one by the Society for the Propagation of 
.the Gospel : I do not think these subscriptions would have been given to any other than a Church of Englancl 
institution, but personally I have no knowledge of the subject. 'l'here are no public endowments to the 
College. The Government promised t.he College 500 acres at Blackman's River under certain conditions, 
but those conditions were never carried out. As far as I am aware none of the funds given to the 
original College are enjoyed by the present College. · 

6. To what extent was Sir John Franklin's scheme.of a College carried into effect? I have no know
· ledge beyond what is stated in West's History of Tasmania. 

7. D'o you consider that the existing College fulfils the intentions of its founders? I do not . 
. 8. Will you give your reasons why you consider there has been a failure in this respect? It originally 

failed, as I have been informed, throu()'h want of attention to the accounts and the absence of economy : 
.debts increased, expenditure proceeded unchecked, till the Trnstees were compelled to close it. It is now a 
failme, because it supplies no public want. Were it in the country, and its charges lower, I think it woulcl 
succeed. Even were scholars abundant, it has no suitable buildings for their reception, and no money to 
provide them. 

9. Was it the intention of the founders collectively that the College should be exclusively maintained 
for the education of divinity students of the Church of England? I think not. 

10. Was it to be denominational- to the extent of excluding others than the Church of England 
•students? I believe it was intended to be denominational, but not to exclude any · respectable youth from 
receiving such advantages ·as it could confer in the shape of education. 

· -11. There was; then, to be religious toleration to a liberal degree? Yes ; the ;tudent~ had to attend 
the Church of England services and prayer, but there was no attempt made tQ proselytize.· It was con
.ducted-on principles similar to those which chara.cterize Horton College at the present time. 

12 .. Were Sir .J olm Franklin's views in this respect to be followed out in their entirety? I am not aware 
what his views were, beyond the fact that he was very anxious that the education of the young men of·the 
·Colony should be aided by some such institution as a College. _ 

13. Was the College as it existed at Bishopsbourne a greater success than that now existing in Hobart? 
For a time it was mqch greater. . . 

. · 14. ·will you inform the Commission how far you agree with the recommendations of the Christ's 
College Select Committee of 1882, and what steps you consider necessary to make the College a success? 
The Select Committee recommend. that Christ's College be closed and the revenue husbanded. ·with this 
I agree. They also recommend it to be re-opened " in conformity with the terms of Sir ,John l<'ranklin's 
Minute.'.' ·with this I disagree, as it would be a violation of trust. Sir J olm Franklin failed to found his 
proposed institution, and the Church of· England then founded Christ's College. "'l'o pass an Act to 
protect the endowments ... so that Christ's College may become ... a national institution," would be an 

.act of spoliation and high-handed tymnny, unless the Church through the Synod requested the Parliament 
to do so. Even in that case, living donors of gifts should have the privilege of withholding their consent 
01· having their gifts i·eturned. · 

15. Is there anything else that you would like to bring under the notice of the Commission on this 
·subject? If the Royal Commi~sion will not recommend confiscation, but as the guardians of public pro
perty suggest only such interference as will not .extend to the ownership and free judgment of the Church, 
I am sure their suggestions would be received with respect, and would carry weight. I may say that, in a 
letter received by me from Canon, now Bishop, Sandford, he expressed grr.at anxiety about Christ's College, 

·as he had read ·my petition tc;> the Legislature. He also. had the advantage of conforring with Archdeacon 
M~rriott, whom I had thought dead, and said that the Archdeacon was much troubled at the proposed action of 
Parliament against which I protested. The Bishop stated also that he would communicate with the two 
Church Societies, which had made large grants to Christ's College. 

Tlte Ver.11 Rev. DEAN BEECHINOR called in a.nd exam-irwd. 
l. By t!te Chair,nan.-You have had some experience of the Public !:lchools of Tasmania? I ha Ye, in 

various parts of the Colony. . 
2. Have you found the ·educational systein woik satisfactorily? Most unsatisfactorily as a rule, owing 

to the _constant difficulties that arise as to religious instruction. Catholic parents, as a mle, do not approve 
of the schools, nor do we (the clergy) attempt to compel their children to attend them for that reason. 

3. Vvhat is the ohjection on the part of Roman Catholics to sending children to the Pi1blic Schools? 
W c object for many reasons: First---,We do not· approve of children of difforing creeds being huddled 
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together in the same school, as our experience proves it .provokes religious bickerings and indifferen:tism. 
~econd-We consider the provision made for the religious education of Catholic youth in Public Schools 
altogether inadequate. We object because the teachers frequently do not keep strictly to the rules of the 
Board of Education for religious ip.struction, either as to time or as to the classification of the children so 
instructed. I visited unexpectedly one school during the hour set apart for religious teaching and found 
the master teaching children of all. denominations at the same time. I reminded hini that this was a violation 
of the Board of Education's rules, and counselled him to respect them in future. He faithfully promised to 
do so, but on a subsequent visit I found the practice still continued. · 

4. Have you known frequent instances of teachers violating the regulations in this respect? I ·have. 
5. Did you bring this _to the notice of the Board of Education? In the case I mentioned I told the 

teacher if I caught him again I would report him officially to the Board of Education, thus giving hini 
another chance. 

6. Are you aware of any other instance of this breach of rule ? In visiting another school i_n the same 
district I found the. same thing going on. · 

7. Diel you report these breaches of rule in any case? I did not. 
8, Have the teachers referred to continued ·to err in this manner? I cannot -say, having left th~ . 

district after my second visit and warning to the teacher first referred to, and so have had no chance of 
knowing what course is now. pursued, but that teacher is still in the Board's .employment. I believe the 
schoolmistress who committed the second breach of rules referred to has since relinquished her occupation as 
a teacher. · 

9. You have not noticed this in other districts? I have not, but I am informed that it is of frequent 
oocurrence over the Colony. When I left the country districts there were many schools I never visited, 
simply because I looked upon the whole system as a failure as far as the teaching and recognition of our 
religion was concerned. I have heard constant and bitter complaints from Roman Catholic parents of 
their children being instructed with those of other denominations. .. · · 

10. Would you approve of the system if the regulations as to religious teaching were strictly observed'! 
No. 

ll. Then what other objection have you to niake to the system? Even ifthe'Board's regulations as to 
religious instruction were strictly adhered to, we consider the men who are teaching in the .schools incompetent 
and unfitted to teach religion, and far more so to interpret the Scriptures, which would be done accoi·ding to 
their own views and at their own caprice. We d9 not consider it the duty or mission of teachers in a Public 
School to impart religious teaching, and do not wish children of our Church to receive from such a source 
even the moderate amount of relig'ious instruction prescribed by the Board of Education. 

12. You do not consider the teachers qualified to superintend the very moderate and limited religious 
teaching prescribed by the text-books used in Tasmanian Public Schools? I do not ; especially as the 
majority of the teachers under the Board are not of the Roman Catholic Church, and consequently are, in 
our eyes, quite unqualified to give our children religious inst1 uction in the hours set apart for tliat purpose, 
or to draw their attention to any religious truths that may present themselves during the general school 
hours. 

13. Do you think the present system is too secular in 1ts character? It is altogether secular as far as 
we are concerned, as we cannot avail ourselves to any extent whatever of the religious instmction imparted. 

14. How does your reasoning apply when the teacher is a Roman Catholic, as in the instance of many 
schools in Tasmania? Very little better than when the teacher is of another denomination. 

15. On what ground would your objection rest, then? Because many of the Roman Catholic teachers 
have· very little religion themselves, and therefore are unable to impart it. Even if a Roman Catholic 
teacher is competent and successful in other branches of the Board's educational system, we sl1ould object to 
him imparting religious instruction to the school children of his own creed without having :first known 
him as well instructed and a prartical Catholic. . . , 

16. What course of State education for Roman Catholic children would meet your views in this matter, 
and at the same time be practicable? The usual curriculum of education as in any Public School at the 
present time, but when Roman Catholic children pr~dominate we would have a master of our own faith to 
teach them, and to instil our religion into tl1em whenever opportunity. occurre,d during the day. I 
consider that religion should be thoroughly diffused tln-ough the school training. · 

17. Then, where tlrn majority of children were Wesleyan, or Independent, or Primitive Methodist, yon 
would have the teacher nominated by the Church authorities of either of those ·denominations? I would. 
[l do not mean that the teacher who represents the majority should obtrude his particular religious views 
upon the minority.] . · . 

18. Would that satisfy you? · No; notl1ing would satisfy me but payment by results. 
19. May I ask what you mean by payment by results? -That a known impartial Government 

Inspector should inspect the schools, report the result, and tl1en pay the Church authorities of .the particular 
denomination to which the school belonged in accordance with its proficiency, and let the Church autho1·ities 
deal with the remuneration of their teachers. 

20. Would such a system be practicable in Tasmania? In populous districts it would be practicable 
for all,-but, speaking for ourselves, we would in every instance prefer, and be best pleased with it. 

· 21. Would the nomination of the teacher by the Church authorities ( suggested in answer to Question 
17) make the school more popular to the minority whose religious views were not consulted in the 
.appointment? I cannot- speak positively. There may be some who would find fault, but I think that 
on the whole it would be fairly acceptable. · 
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22. By Rev. James Scott.-Have any efforts been made by your Church to direct the attention of the 

school authorities to the breach of the regulations referred to by you? Yes ; some of our clergy on Local 
Boards have repeatedly drawn the attention of the Board to the matter, without success. 

23. In the case of any. distinct breach, what has been the result of those complaints? The same thing 
has occurred again. . · 

24. Is the incompetency to teach religion to which you have referred the result of want of intelligence 
on the part of the teacher, or because they did not belong to the Roman Catholic Church? Not to the 
want of intelligence in secular matters, but to the want of proper training in those appertaining to religion. 
An intelligent teacher in secular affairs, even though a Roman Catholic, would be deemed incompetent 
to teach religion in a school if he had not been specially trained for the duty, and was proved to be competent 
by us. 

25. If a teacher belonged to the Roman Catholic Church, and was of fair ability, g·ood character aml 
standing, would you wish 1,eligious instruction to be imparted by him to children of other denominations? I 
would not. It would be as unfair to the children of those denominations as it is to the Roman Catholic 
children at present, and we would rather our children had no religious teaching at all than have them taught 
by one we did not authorise and approve of. As it is, we have to connive at and tolerate our children 
attending such schools, though we never encourage them. 

26. How would scattered districts be provided for if all denominations were paid as you propose ? In 
that case Catholics would tolerate the system that at present obtains as a lesser evil than total ignorance, 
always supposing no interference with particular religious tenets. 

27. What number of childi·en are in attendance at the Convent schools. Convent, 300, school 
average 250; Boys' School, about 90. 

28. vVhat provision is made at these schools or otherwise for education and care of the poorer children 
of the Roman Catholic community? The parents who can pay have to do so, but all are allowed to attend 
school free ifin indigent circumstances. As a rule, the parents pay a nominal fee so as to escape the charge 
of their children receivif1g an education by charity, and many of them feel strongly on this point. \Ve 
have 80 scholars, chiefly infants, in our schools who do not contribute anything. 

29. Do these institutions provide for care of all the Roman Catholic waifs of Launceston? They do. 
30. What is the number of destitute or neglected children ( Roman Catholic) in Launceston? I have 

no idea, but they are not so nu.merous as in the South. 

TUESDAY, MAY 8, 1 883. 

MR. F. C. GREENE, "Visiting Officer, Launceston, called in and examined. 

_l. By the Cltairrnan.-How long have you acted as Visiting or Truant Officer? Nearly nine years. 
2. To what extent have you found the compulsory ~lauses of the Act to be evaded? It is largely 

evaded by parents who keep their children away from school, and when summoned and fined are unable to 
pay the fine. Many children of the city also do not attend the Public Schools, and stay away on their own 
account, though· sent by their parents. 

3. Do you attribute this in any degree to the ineffectual character of the Compulsory Act? Yes; I 
attribute it to the present Act being inoperative as regards those parents on whom it is not possible to levy 
to enforce payment of fines; and also because .there are no means of checking the habitual "truanting" of 
some children whose parents. have little or no control over them. 

4. Have you had opportunities of observing the extent to which destitute and neg·lected children of 
Launceston exist without hope of proper training or education? Yes ; I am constantly amongst them. 

5. Will you state the number ofchilµren ofti1is class,and the manner in which they might best be brought 
·under the influence of education? The number is not large,-certainly not over 50 ; but the parents of 
this ·class of children are quite indifferent to the education of their children, ancl severe measures must be 
resorted to to force them to see that their children attend school regularly. I believe the only means of 
obtaining regular attendance would be to imprison those parents who failed to insist on the attendance of 
their children. Many parents will not send their-chiklren to school, though they are in constant work and 
receiving good weekly wages; as from their dissolute habits they have no property on which a levy can be 
made, they can thus laugh at the fine of the Magistrate. 

6. What is the· present condition of these children, and what may they be expected to develop into if 
they persist in their present mode of life? They wander about the streets, and in many cases are fast 
developing into a dange1·ous criminal class. 

7. Are any number of these children absolutely destitute, as being without parent or relative to support 
them ? I do not know of a single case. 

8. Have any of them been convicted of criminal offences? A few only have been convicted of petty 
larceny; but there would be more charges against them if people would take the trouble to prosecute. 

9. Would the establishment of an Industrial School, or an agricultural or a model farm, provide a refoge 
·for these children from which they mio-ht be expected to be sent out useful and valuable m·embers of society? 
I think so, provided the authorities had full control over them, and the discipline and training was of 
a suitable kii1d. 
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10. By Rev. James Scott.-Would-the establishmentof a Ragged School similar to that in Hobart be 

,of any use? I think a school of that class would be very little use here, and that the attendance would be no 
,better than it now is. . · • 

ll. You stated that the imprisonment of parents would meet the case ? I did ; and I think it by far 
.the best means of obtaining reg·ular attendance. 

12. Have you any knowledge of the number of children in Launceston ·attending schools other than 
the Public Sch~ols? I am unable to say exactly; but some four years ago· I made an approximate 
••return showing an attendance of 1406 children, and the number has increased considerably since that time. 

13. The number of 50 you mentioned constitutes the total number of children who do not attend any 
-school in Launceston? It does, and many of these occasionally attend some school, whilst others, though 
of a school age, could not be compelled to attend. . . · 

14. What proportion of children within the· school age attend night schools alone? There are six 
night schools in Launceston, with an aggregate attendance of about 130 scholars, a large proportion of 
whom are within the school age, but are at work during the day. 

15. Of the 1400 children who. are attending private schools, how many are attending schools of a 
-superior class? I cannot say, but I know there are some private schools in Launceston of ·an inferior 
.kind, and in which the teache1:s are incompetent. There are 46 private schools in Launceston. 

• 16. Yon say there are 46 private schools in Launcesta"n,-can you say what proportion of them. ·are 
presided over by incompetent teachers? In 10 at least the teaching power and discipline is bad. 

17. Have you any further suggestions. to make on the subject of Education? Yes. I wish to make 
.the following suggestions, in the belief that if they can be carried out they will effectually remedy what are 
,generally admitted to be serious defects in the present Public Schools Act. They are :-

(1.) The Act should state what is to be considered as regnlar attendance; viz., the number of days 
in each week, mon_th, or quarter. 

(2.) Distance from parents' residence to the school to be measured by the "nearest available ronte." 
Many children at present, who live within a comparatively easy distance from school by availing 
themselves of "bnsh tracks," cannot be made to attend, as they _reside more than two miles 
distant measured by the road. . · 

(3.) Distance might with advantage be increased to three miles from school, leaving it to the Magis
trates or Local School Boards to decide whether children should be compelled to travel this 
distance. Members of Local Boards, who are generally well acquainted with the state of the 
roads in their districts, could easily decide whether there were any obstacles in the way or 
attendance. • 

(4.) The age at which children are compelled to attend might also be reduced. to six years with great 
advantage to many country schools in thinly-peopled districts, and the Local School Boards 
could decide whether children of that age, from ill health or other causes, should _be exempted. 

,(5.) Parents should in all cases pay costs on being summoned, and ordered by Magistrates to send their 
children to school. · 

.(6.) 

{7.) 

(8.) 

(9.) 

;(10.) 

Parents should pay fine and costs on being again summoned and convicted of disobeying Magis
trates' order. In default of fine being paid parents should be imprisoned. This -is, I believe, 
the law in Engla11d and Scotland, and nothing else will be effectual in the case of some parents ; 
though I do not anticipate that it will be necessary to put it in force except in very flagrant 
cases of neglect. 

In the. case of habitual truants, I would suggest that they be incarcerated for short periods; and 
also receive a flogging .. The ordinary punishment which they receive from the teachers has no 
effect in causing them to attend properly ; but if they were deprived of their liberty, and punished 
as I have suggested, the evil would. soon be removed. Teachers of schools who, have had 
experience of the evil admit that this is the only remedy, and many parents would willingly 
acquiesce in it. 

An Industrial School or Training Fa1;m for incorrigible boys should be provided, if possible, away 
from the town. · . 

Private school teachers should be compelled to keep a register of attendance of a:li children at 
their-schools. At present the attendance of many children at these schools is a mere sham; 
but I have no means of obtaining particulars where there is a disposition to withhold them. 

There sl10uld be ·some guarantee that teachers of private schools are competent, as otherwise 
they compete unfairly with Public School teachers. 

PASTOR WHITE, Baptist JVIinister, Launceston, called in and examined. 

1. By the G!tairman.-You have had opportunities of seeing something of the waifs of Launceston,
·ean you say approximately what number of destitute and neglected children and juvenile offenders there are 
in Launceston for whom it is desirable to provide an educational refuge or reformatory? Yes, I have had 
six years' experience amongst them. I should say there are between 30 and 40 of the children you describe 
in Launceston, and who, though not <l,estitute of food, from their bad morals and filthy persons would be_· 
quite unfit to sit beside the children attending an ordinary Public School, and for whom a reformatory with 
frl\m discipline would be the best thing. Children o_f this class in Launceston are never destitute of food,,._ 
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a11 tliey are constantly the recipients of charity in the streets. They are also frequently guilty of larceny,. 
&c., though they do not appear before the Magistrates, .as people do not care about prosecuting. They 
should be punished much oftener than they are, and not let £scape through miscalled mercy. It would be a 
much greater blessing to them if they were punished and stopped at an early period of their vicious career .. 

2. What are the probabilities of tl1ese children growing up into useful members of society? None· 
whatever_·; ·and unless prevented by a miracle they must become the lower criminals of our country, because· 
they are growing up without any education except that of cunning and larrikinism. 
· 3. In what manner could tliese children be most eff~ctively brought under educational and moral' 
influences? · One plan would be to get some of the neighbours to undertake the cleansing of the children 
and see they attended school, and in tl1e school so attended to have a separate class-room for those who were· 
not sufficiently clad ; but an objection to this course would be that the parents might constantly interfere 
with the children's attendance at school. Another objection would be that the children would be only 
separated from the evil influences of their parents for a few homs during the day, and would then again 
come under their baneful influence. On the whole I think a reformatory would be the best remedy ; but I 
should like to see parents made to support tlieir children in such an institution, and imprison them if they 
failed to clo so. Takmg children out of parents' hands at a nominal charge, or not charging them at all,. 
would only encomage them to neglect their children. 

4. "\Vou1d not tliat comse be calculated to instil in the minds of the parents a feeling of enmity against 
their children? Nothing could make them treat their children in a worse manner than they are now doing, 
-leaving them in the streets, dirty, neglected, and exposed to the influence of every description of vice. 

5. Do you think that the introduction of industrial and agricultural schools, at which children could be· 
instructed in useful labour as well as elementary education, would meet the requirements of this case? As
far as the children are concerned they would be a boon and a blessing; but taking the children from parents, 
and freeing ihem from any pecuniary obligations for their support, would only be encouraging those parents-
in their improvident and dissolute habits. . 

6. Then you would propose legislating to the effect that the State should be empowered to remove a 
child· from its parents' control and assume the guardianship at tlie parents' expense? I would, most; 
assuredly; and then parental neglect and improvidence will be no excuse for evading parental duties. 

. 7. Does local industry offer any considerable opportunity of honest employment and, therethrough, an 
honest career to the vagrants you refer to? It does not. Business people are chary of employing them,. 
being aware of their previous habits and character; .and their wild lawless life unfits them for continuous 
effort, and· makes it hard for them to brook any control. 

8. By Rev. James Scott.-Could a reformatory be made self.supporting? I clo not think so. 
9. By the Chairrnan,-Would there be a very large demand for boys and girls brought up at a 

rnformatory or industrial school? I think. there might be after the institution had made a name for itself by 
careful training of children. 

10. How do yon account for the absence of any such reformatories in Launceston, l1aving in view the· 
facilities afforded by law for such institutions ? I cannot account for their absenc.e, except by ascribing it to· 
the culpable apathy of the people to the future of their street waifs. · 

ll. · Is the existence of these waifs, while they are allowed to run wild and unchecked, calculated to-
increase the number of such characters in future? · Undoubtedly. . . 

12. Have you any other suggestion to make on the subject of Public Education, more particularly in 
its aspect of the neglected and deserted children? Yes. I think that the police should have the power and 
be strictly enjoined, in order that their circumstances may be enquired into, to apprehend any children 
within the school ages whom they may find rnnning loose in tlrn streets during schoo1 hours. Till this: 
is clone I cannot hope for any great improvement in the condition of the children. 

JAMES RULE, Esq., Inspeclo1· ef Scltools, recalled mid fw·tlter examined. 

1. By the Chairrnan.-How would you propose to raise the standard of instruction in the Public· 
Schools ?-(See written answer 21.) By adding a Seventh Standard,. embracing practical Mathematics 
and instruction in elementary Physical Science. . 

· 2. Have yon found it generally noticeable that from want of method in teaching, or other causes, many 
children in Public Schools read lessons of which they hav.e not grasped the meaning or purpose? Yes, I 
have. · 

3. To. what do you attripute tl1is ?. Generally' to want of ability in the teacher. It is. sometimes
noticeable in schools where teachers are themselves well read, but who lmve not thought it worth 
while to observe whether children read i_ntelligently or not, only confining themselves to asking questions• 
as to the meaning of words, without any reference to the context. 

4. Do you consider the text-books now in use in the Public Schools the best available for the purpose?' 
I should hestitate to say they are the best available, but I consider them fairly good. • 

5. Have you particularly noticed anything objectionable, or any errors requiring correction in these 
books? I have ; the Meiklej'olm & Sonnenschcin series is better for teaching reading; but in primary 
schools, where tl1e majority of children will attend no other sd10ols, it is desirable to embody in_ the-
1·eading-books .as much useful knowledge as possible, _consistently with the main purpose of teaching to read_ 
The older series of Irish Readers, and some others, aimed too much ·at this secondary pmpose, and were
cf little value for th~ primary purpose. The adoption of the seri~s. now in use is, I consider, a good, 
compromise. 
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6. You have not seen any indication in them of dogmatic teaching on the one hand; or atheistical 

-tendency on the other? Not in either respect,-! have observed nothing objecti~nable in them, except 
,a few typographical errors. 

7. Has complaint ever reach~d you, from R.oman Catholic priests or others, that teachers were 
.. disobeying the departmental regulation that prohibits denominational teaching of religion? . None 
whatever. 

8. B.IJ Rev. Jame.~ Scott.-Do you know any instance in which children have received religious· 
• instmction contrary to the Regulations of the Board? On one occasion I found a Roman Catholic 
.Catechism being taught by a monitor during the first half hour of morning srhool. On another occasion I 
·was led t? suspect a breach of the Regulations by finding a Roman Catholic Catechism on the teacher's 
table dunng school hours. 

9. By t!te Ohairman.-Do you consider that a School of Mines, established under State auspices and 
,aided at least out of the General Revenue, would be of advantage to the community of Tasmania? It 
would, I believe, be a very great advantage. . · 

10. Have you any such experience of such institutions as will enable you to offer suggestions in regard 
to the establishment of one in Tasmania? I have had no personal expe1;ience of such institutions ; but from 

·what I have heard and read, I would venture to advise that Physics and Chemistry be taught as a basis for 
-the knowledg·e imparted in a School of Mines. 

ll. '\V ot1ld it be, in yonr opinion, advantageous to the community to establish Industrial and Agri-
0cultural Schools, by means of which the waifs of the population might be diverted from a. career of crime 
-to one of useful industry? I believe it to be a very desirable and practicable undertaking. 

12. B.1J llfr. Bird.-Can you suggest any plan by which such a school. can easily be established? I 
have had no experience to warrant any suggestions. . . 
. 13. By Rev. Jmnes Scott.-What is the population of your District, and what is the number of 
children within the school ages in it? Population, in round numbers, 49,000; children between 5 and 15, 

·n,500; between 7 and 14, 8200. 
14. What is the number of the children on the rolls in your District, and what is the proportion not 

attending· any school? The average number of children on the rolls last year was 4184; of these 
3347 were within the statute age. I estimate that fully_ 3000 children within that age in my district are 
not attending the public schools, or any efficient private schools. 

15. What means would you recommend as best calculated to briner about a more satisfactorv state of 
-things? To bring the school attendance to a more satisfactory pe~-centage of the population; I would 
recommend-(1) that no fees should be charged for children's attendance; (2) that when the number of. 
children within a thinly-peopled district is not sufficient for a half-time school, but is sufficient to maintain 
in each of a group of three schools an attendance of seven children, itinerant teachers be appointed, one to 

-each gi:oup of schools ; (3) that the principle of local self-O'overnment in education be adopted, within such 
limits as will secure efficiency and uniformity of standardt In explanation of these recommendations I 
would refer the Commissioners to my answers to their printed questions concerning fees, and the constitution 
of Local Boards. · 

16. Would the allowance of a. capitation fee to 
remote· districts and could not be thus grouped? 
woul~ be_ applicable. It might be possible once a 
exammat10n by an Inspector. 

teachers be helpful in the case of those who live in 
The case supposed is one in which payment by results 
year to assemble children thus privately taught for 

17. What per-centage of children have reached and passed the Third Standard? 14·39 percent. of all 
,,examined were found qu;ilified in Reading, Writing, and Arithmetic for a position above the 'l'hird Class. 

18. Can you tell us the total number of children in the Colony within the statute age? The mean 
population of the whole Colony for the y(:)ar 1882 being taken in round numbers at 117,000, the children 
between 5 and 15,may be reckoned at 28,000, and those between 7 and 14 at 19,500 .. One-fourth of these 
numbers being deducted as represe.nting children attending efficient private schools, it follows that the 

.children who might reasonably be expected to be found attendincr Public Schools was 21,000, and those 
under legal obligation to attend, 14,500. · 

0 

19. B!! J'Jlfr. Bird.-Do you think it desirable to make the full ·payment of·co1mtry teachers' salaries 
.dependent upon their keeping up the average of 20? No. As long as they are 1·etained as teachers the 
full salary should be paid. . 

. 20. When the falling off in attendance in the cases referred to is owing to the negligence of the teacher, 
·would you recommend reduction of salary or dismissal? I would make the alternative warning and 
,dismissal, not redt1ction of salary. · . · · 

21. Do yot1 think that any unnecessary hardship has been i11flicted by tlie. action of the Board in 
· substituting capitation fees in lieu of salary in the cases of teachers whose average attendance has fallen 
·below• 20:? · Most instances are cases of hardship, and I do not consider it necessary to persist in the 
practice? · 

22. Are th~ Inspectors invariably consulted with reference to appointments a~d promotion;,? ·_The 
:Inspectors are often, but not always, consulted. The cases in which they_ are not consulted arc,. I believe, 
Ithose in which the Board are satisfied as to the information already in their possession. 

23. Is it desirable that in all the minor appointments the Inspectors should be comm.lted? . It is 
c(lesir~ ble·. . · · · · 

,- · 24. Have yon ever known any appointment or promotion made in opposition to the expressed advice 
,of the teachers '! I cannot recall one instance. 
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25. Witl~ reference to your answer to printed question 18, what alteration of the standards of examina-

tion for teachers would you suggest? That question cannot be answered hastily. It is desirable that the 
Inspectors should confer on such a matter as this. In making the suggestion I had no intention of implying 
that I had a scheme prepared. · 

26. Will you, after consideration, briefly indicate the line that such revision of the standard of cxamina-
tion of teachers should take? The revision should be directed towards an improvement in the qualifications 
of teachers, especially probationers, and the removal of inconsistencies. that have in the course of years 
resulted from piece-meal regulations. 

27. Is there an efficient and uniform standard adopted in all districts for the examination and classifica
tion of scholars, so that something like an equal standard of proficiency is really possessed by all who are 
returned in the several classes? Yes. A perusal of the Programme of Instruction in the Board of" 
Education's Rules and Regulations, page 10, will show that no serious divergence can be anticipated in the 
examination by different Inspectors. 

28. Are you consulted by the Central Board in the matter of erection of buildings, alterations, improve-
ments arid repairs, &c.? Generally. 

29. Are your recommendations usually acted on? G:enerally. 
30. Are there any exceptional ca.ses where inconvenience, 01· unnecessary, insufficient, or impro11er· 

expenditure has been incurred by disregarding your advice? I cannot recall one instance of this kind,. 
excepting that long before the erection of the Launceston School upon its present site I pointed out that the· 
nature of the ground would cause great additional expense. 

31. Have you ever made recommendations regarding needed improvements, or 'increased out office· 
accommodation for boys and girls, which have not been attended to? I believe that all recommendations
have been attended to sooner or later; it has sometimes happened that local hindrances" have prevented 
a speedy remedy of the defects noticed. 

32. Do you know whether the Central Board made any practical use of ·the papers on the Pupil 
_Teacher system which were fornisl1ed by several teachers in 1877? No important change ensued. 

33. Are new regulations framed and the general business of the Board of Education conducted under· 
the counsel or suggestions of Inspectors, or independently thereof? Sometimes with, and sometimes without 
the advice of the Inspectors. 

34. In the passing of regulations regarding purely educational matters, are the Inspectors consulted, 
and is their advice in such matters always followed? I cannot recall an instance of the kind in which the 
Inspectors were not consulted. I am not aware of changes having been made contrary to the concurrent 
opinions of the Inspectors. 

35. On what principle are Exhibitions awarded when the number of passes exceed the number of" 
Exhibitions provided? It is purely competitive amongst those reaching the minimum standard, and only· 
the first six in the list of boys and girls respectively-receive Exhibitions. -

36. Would yon recommend .that the number of Exhibitions from Public to Superior Schools be 
· increased ? No. 

37. ·why do you approve of twelve Exhibitions, as at present, being provided, when you would approve 
of the number being increased? I am not prepared to recommend an increase of Exhibitions, because the 
system of Exhibitions cannot possibly be expanded to carry forward the education of all the children who
ought to reach a satisfactory standard in Public Schools ; and if the State undertakes to g-ive them secondary 
education, it must be otherwise than by Exhibitions. The nu.rriber at present awarded acts effectively as a 
stimulus-to Public Schook 

38. B.IJ the Chairm.an.-Are the privies at Public Schools ever used in common by both boys antl 
girls? and, if so, is this desirable? There ai·e too many schools in which there is only one for both boys
and girls; but it cannot be said to be common, inasmuch as the teacher takes care to allow girls a short 
recess in the play-grcfond wl1ile the boys are kept in the school-room, and vice venc2. 

39. Is it your experience that the low sal~ries mid slow promotio·n injuriously affect the service by 
causing teachers to leave it? I have observed this to be a fact ; but more harm is done by the prevention 
of good teachers entering the service. · • 

G. THUREAU, Esq., La.unce.~ton, called in and examined. 

l._ By the Cha.irman.-Y ou are Inspector of Mines? I am. 
2. Do you think it desirable.that a·School of Mines should be established in this Colony? Yes. 
3. Will you specify the advantages to the community that_ might be anticipated from a School of" 

Mines? At present our mine managers are chiefly supplied from Australia : if a School of Mine~ were 
established that want would in time be supplied by Tasmanians having passed ·through a School of Mines. 
As there is so great a variety of ores and valuable minerals found in Tasmania, spe.cial study of ~ame has 
become a necessity even on-.the part of Australian mine managers, because of certain metalliferous deposits 
occurring here being wanting in mo~t of the Australian Colonies. 
· 4. How woultl .you sngge.st tliat such a school should be established, having regard to the necessity of 
attaining the highest practicable efficiency with a narrow limit of expenditure? 'l'he Government m1rrht 
offer a certain subsidy per annum first, students to pay fees towards the salary of instructors. · 

0 
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. 5. To what extent might ·a School of- Mi1ies be made self-supporting? A subsidy would be necessary

,.at first; afterwards· the fees would be of considerable assistance. Tests, by analysis or by battery, if the 
school be equipped with all appliances, would ensure ari income. _ 

6. Might not your services and those of the Government analyst be availed of in this direction? If my 
time permits I shall be happy to· assist. Cannot speak as to the Government Analyst. , 

7. Will you submit a scheme for such an institution, and make any further remarks that may occur to 
-1ou as of importance in this matter? Yes .. ( Scheme herewi~h ). 

SUGGESTIONS towards a Sclteme.for the proposed Sc/wol ef J°"JIIines in 7'asmania. 

(1.) The proposed School of Miirns should be formed under the authori"ty of Government, and the 
:authorities should be represented at the Board or Council of Regents by Nominees. 

(2.) This executive :.nd administrative Council of Regents should be elected from gentlemen eligible 
through their knowledge of. educational matters, and should include a due proportion of such as possess 
-some knowledge of mining or the ·scien·ces taught by the instructors. 

(3.) Including Government Nominees, the Board of seven members should elect _thei1· President and 
Vice-President every two years. · · 

( 4.) The subscribers of one guinea p_er annum should have a vote each at the election of the Council 
,annually, and a contribution of five guineas should be the fee oflife governors. · 

( 5.) The School· of Mines should be located in a town, as near as possible to mines in full operntion. 
(6.) A· sum ot,. say two thousand five hundred pounds, should be requested of Government as a, 

· subsidy for a building, apparatus, books, and other necessaries. A further subsidy of three poun<ls to 
.e,;ery poun<l publicly contributed should be granted the School by Government for the first yem's, 
in order to provide for the remuneration of capable instructors, a curator, and secretary, &c .. 

(7.) As there are already Schools of Mines in Australia and New Zealand which are largely subsidised 
·by the governments, a_nd which are to a ,great_. extent Schools of Designs merely for male and female 
students, .it would be mcumbent for the Tasmaman School to offer _such advantages as are not possessed by 
·those elsewhere in· order to attract students from thence who under existing circumstances cannot dGrive 
·that peculiar training of a bona .fide School of Mines at home, and who would therefore patronise an outside 
establishment free from all local considerations, if Ta~mania could assure them a practical course of instruc
tion.similar, but on a smaller scale, as in the European Schools or Academies of Mines. It· should also be 
·remembered, that·at Ballarat and Bendigo there are no regular cotirses of study such as is herein strongly 
rncommen<led; the students there attend i!'regularly, or qualify themselves in one or two subjects, leaving 
,others equally necessary in abeyance. 

Courses or Classes o.f Inst1·uction.f01· one, or, bettei·, t1Vo years: 
(Note.) "Candidates should have passed thl'ough a preliminal'y course of education in college, State 

schools, &c.,: enabling· them to follow and understand the lectures or tuition of instructors. upon theit
various subjects ; if not, they should attend the second or preliminary classes first, until sufficiently_advanced 
,to take higher rank." · · . 

. First Class Subjects. . . · 
a. Geology : to include lectures, practical demo1istrations from standard specimens, use of microscope, 

· with other tests, and field excursions. · · 
b. Mineralogy: ditto, ditto, crystallography, and use of blowpipe. .. · . . 
c. Chemistry: Rudimentar.y lectures, advancing to qualitative and quantitative analysis, dry 01· wet 

process ; battery or othei· tests. · · 
d. Applied Mechanics: Lectures and drawing from models or plants of machinery in action, hydraulics, 

_ steam and water power practice in work~hops. · _ . 
e. Mining: Lectures; mode. of occui·rence of mineral and ·metalliferous -deposits; search for same; 

methods for working and winning economically and systematically; steam engines, water motors, 
pumps, winding and pumpmg machinery, tools, treatment of minerals and ·ores by mechanical 
pro·cess or smelting- in order to produce substances or metals of commercial value, &c.; excursions 
to and-inspection of mines in the vicinity. _ 

_.t: Mathematics, as requisite for above subjects. . · . . 
g.· English Language: Book-keeping, as needed for mining offices or mine managers, &c~ 

Second Claes. 
· To comprise all the subjects of those in the First Class, but not the higher branches.. Cei·tificates 

· · after examination in this class to be confined to underground managers, engine-drivers, battery 
managers, and smelters. 

Students to write from dictation, or ex temp01·e, verbatim., or otherwise, the lectures given fo1· 
examination by the instructOI'.S. . 

Examinations 
_ Should be held'for the _regular students every twelve months. . . 
Persons desirous to obtain the School's Certificate of Competency ·as mine manager, uncle1·ground 

,manager, mine engineer, e11gine-drive1·, amalgamator, battery rnauager, and smeltei·, may be examined by 
.a Board of Exam.ine:s to .be appointed, on their paying fees from -five to two guineas e_ach for every 
branch in the profess10n. · . . · 

It is suggested that a Clause might be inserted in our present Regulation of Mines Act, 45 Yict. No. 
-8, 1881, rendering it necessary and compulsory for all persons conducting mining, ore dressing, and ore 
,smelting processes as manageri, in Tasmania, either to produce satisfactory evi1lence of their fitness, or else 
to qualify themselves at the proposed School of·:M:ines withiri a period of, say three years, after the school 
has been initiated; after that period no evidence in Courts of Law should ·be deemed admissible from. 

,:persons not so qualified either by documentary proof of competence, or Certificates from the School 
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Fee.~. 

£ s. d. 
For the·whole course of two years, at the rate of ... : . . . . . . . . . . •. • 21 0 0 per annum. 
For one year's course only .••••..• · •......•••.•.•.... , . . . . • 12 l 2 0 

" Special Subjects, each ......•••••.. ; . . : •..... ; ....... ; . . . 5 5 0 
Courses of Non-consecutive Lectures, ( eight) ..•• - . . • . . . . . . . . . 1 1 0 
Admission to Popular Lectures, One Sh1lling each. . · . 

Special Analyses of all kinds of substanct:s to be paid for on the scale of the Government .Analyst. 
Special Mining Reports on Mineral or Metalliferous deposits on similar scale, if undertaken by the· 

School through its own instructors. 
As a preliminary step it would perhaps be advisable to confirie the number of subjects to be taught in 

the hands of as few instructors and officers as pos1,ible, until the income derived from all sources is assured,. 
_and more instructors can be paid, partly by salary ar.d partly by fees, as the School extends. 

· For instance: it is possible that N os. ] , 2, 4, and 5 subjects could be taught by one instructor; No. 
3, ditto; and 6 and 7 by a third instructor; and it is very possible likewise that the Secretary and Curator· 
could, besides his otlier duties, take some of the above subjects until he could be fuliy employed for the· 
whole of his time. · 

THURSDAY, MAY 17, 1883. 

THOMAS STEPHENS, 1;:sq., In._•,pectoi· qf' Sc/tool.~, called in and examined. 

I. By tli.e Clwirman.-How would yon propose to raise the standard· of instruction in the Public· 
Schools? By improving the efficiency of the teachers and the discipline of the Department s_o as to ensure 
the observance of rules and instructions. 

2 .. Have you·found it generally noticeable that, from want of method in teaching or other causes, many 
children in Public Schools read lessons of which they have not_ grasped the meaning or purpose? This is-
a common defect in some.schools. · 

3 .. To what do you attribute this? I't may be the result of negligence on the teacher's part, or of incx-· 
J>erience in the art of teaching, or of both combined. 

4. Do you consider the text-books now in use in the Public Schools the best available for the purpose? 
The reacling-books now in use are, on the whole, the best that are available. · 

.5. Have yoii noticed anything objectionable, or any errors requiring correction, in these books? There· 
are .errors to be met with here and there, as is always the _case in first editions. I have not noticed anything 
that I could call objectionable. 

6. You have not seen any indication in them of dogmatic teaching on the one hand, or athoistical 
tendency on the other? . I liave not seen any such indications. 

7. Has complaint ever reached· you from Roman Catholic priests, or others,-that teachers were dis-· 
obeying the departmental regulation that prohibits denominational ·teaching of religion? · No such 
complaints have reached me. · 

8. Do you know ·any instance in which children l;ave received religious instructioµ contrary to the 
Regulations of the Board? I a_m· not aware of-any such instance. 

9. :Po you consider that a Scl10ol of Mines,.establishcd under State.auspices, and _aided at least out of" 
the General Revenue, woi'ild be of advantage to the community_ of Tasmania? I have elsewhere recom
mended the establishment of schools of practical science. The term School of Mines is, perl1aps, too 
1·estricted. I do not think it desirable to set up such schools in opposition to, but rather in connection with, 
existing secondary or grammar schools. -The .general education up to the age of, say, 16 years should not 
be interrupted; but the student should be enabled to spend a portion of his time ·under scientific training in 
an institution of the kind contemplated by the question. · 

10. Have you had any such experience of such institutions as will enable you to offer suggestions in 
regard to the es_tablishment of one in Tasmania? 0{ the institutions referred to with which I have some 
personal accprnintance, the Ballarat School of Mines may be cited as an instance which might be studied 
with advantage in planning· something of tlie kind for Tasmania, and also the scheme for technical instruc
tion in Sydney.. The College of Physical Science at Newcastle-on-Tyne, in connection with the University 
of Durham, is ·one of the best models to follo,v, though it goes far beyond what is practicable here. 

11. ·woulcl it be, in your opinion, advantageous to the community to establish Industrial and Agricul
tuml Schools,.by mean,; of which the waifs of the population might be diverted from a career of crime to· 
one. of 1rsefol industry? · Theoretically speaking, it woulcl be desirable to establish snch schools; but the 
practical difficulties are very great here, where· it is impossible to find persons qualified by ability and. 
experience for managing· snch. establishments. Unless an absolute guarantee for thei1; proper culture and 
training can be obtained, it is better that such waifs should be under the public eye and amenable to the 
influence of. ordinary means of improvement than tl1at they sl10nld be herded together in public institutionsr 

12. Can you suggest any pfon by .,vhich such a school can easily be_ establisl1ed? I am not prepared to 
sugp;est any plan at pre~ent. Au enquiry into tl1e educational and industrial training of. the Boy~' Home 
might show how for such an experiment has been successful under exceptionally favourable conditions. 

13. What is the population of yom: district, and what is the number of children within the school ag-cs 
in it? There are· no means of ascertaining the num hers in particular- _inspection districts : the total popula
tion at the time of the last Census (1881) was 115,705. The total number of chil(lren between the ao-cs of 
7 and 14 years was 17,125, of whom 8677 were hoy.•, and 8448 girls. 

0 
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14. What is the number of children on the rolls in your district; and what is 'the proportion·not attending 
,any school? The total number of children on the rolls in December, 1881, was (including the Hobart 
Ragged Schools), 9811. The total number of children between the ages of 7 and 14 years. returned at the 
time of the last Census as not attending school was 1984. · Many of these had.left school, being beyond the 
ordinary school age, and others would eventually. come under instruction ; but, o.n the other hand, many • 
must have been returned as attending school whose .attendance is so irregular as to be quite valueless for the 
.Purposes of education. · · . . · 

i5. What means woukl y·ou recommend as best calculated to bring about a more satisfactory state of' 
things ? The Education Department would have to be organised and worked like any other department in 
order to prepare the way for improvement. The other chief essentials are the provision of reasonable 
facilities for preparing teachers for their work, and the promotion of efficiency by discouraging the employ-
ment of unsuitable persons, and rewarding skilled and faithful services. . · 

16. Would the allowance of a capitation fee to teachers be helpful in the case. of those who live in 
remote districts and could not ,tlrns be grouped? All allowances in the shape of capitation fees are 
,-Objectionable in public elementary schools like ours; but it is desirable to give teachers a direct interest in 
-securing a larger and more regular attendance. I do not understand to what the. expression "could not 
thus be grouped" is intended to refer. . 

17. What per-centage of children have reached and passed tlie Third Standard? Putting the most 
liberal construction upon what is meant by passing the Third Standard, I should esti.mate the number at 
about 18 per cent. of the ordinary attendance. · 

18. Can you tell us the total number of children in the Colony within the statute age? This question 
-is answered under 13. · · 

19. Do you think it desirable to make the full payment of country teachers' salaries dependent upon 
their keeping up the average of 20? The Public Schools Act forbids the maintenance of schools with an 

-average attendance under 20 except under special regulations. T do not think that teachers who a1·e not in 
any way responsible for the low attendance should have thefr salaries reduced. 

20. When the falling off in attendance in the cases referred to is owing to the negligence of the teacher, 
would you recommend the reduction of salary · or dismissal? When the low attendance is due to the 
negligence or inefficiency of the teachers, it would be better that. they should seek other employment rather 
than remain at reduced sala1:ies. · 

21. Do you think that any unnecessary hardship has been inflicted by the action of the Board in 
,substituting capitation fees in lieu of salary in the cases of teachers whose schools have fallen below 20? 
In. some cases hardship has been experienced by deserving teachers under the regulations ref~rrecl to above 
(19), but a small attendance is often an indication of inefficiency of one kind_ or another. 

22. Are the Inspectors invariably consulted with reference to appointments and Jjromotions? I am 
unable to say what is the general practice. The Chief Inspector is occasionally consulted in reference to 
some of the minor appointments. · 

23. Is it desirable that in all minor appointments the Inspectors should be consulted? It is not· easy 
to see · .how efficiency, ~specially when it entirely depends on professional skill and faithful service in the 
teachers, is to be secured without consulting the professional staff about all appointmen.ts,-or, indeed, without 
·,making the professional staff responsible for the conduct of all business connected with the schools. 

24. Have you ever known of any appointment or promotion made in opposition to the expressed advice 
of the teachers? I have had no opportunity for many years past of knowing exactly what st~ps are taken 
·in connection with appointments, nor whether they have been made in· opposition to the advice of teachers. 

25. With reference to your answer to printed questioµ 18, ·what alteration of the stmi.dards of examina
tion for teachers would you suggest? The standards were originally constructed so as Jo be in harmony 

· with lhose of the neighbouring Colonies, with such modifications as I found necessary to suit local circum
stances. Since that time great changes have been made elsewhere, and I could not recommend any :;;pecific 
-alterations without carefully comparing 'other systems of classification, nor without an opportunity of con
sulting the Inspectors and other persons qualified to advise on the subject •. 

26: Will you briefly indicate the line tliat such revision of the standards of examinations of teachers 
should take? In the syllabus for the First Class it would be desirable to make Latin or l<'rench an essential 
.subject. The standards in Mathematics require to be revi~ed, and the other subjects modified, so as to 
simplify the examination and at the same time secme a more thorough knowledge of each. Candidates for 
the higher certificates should be required to show a competent knowledge of the suqjects which they are 
,expected to teach under the head of "Orject Lessons." This wonld bring in El~me:ritary Science. Drill;. 
Singing, and Drawing should be more formally recognised. Teachers who had once passed creditably in a 
g·iven subject might be exempted from the necessity of bringing· it up again. If there were a University in 
Tasmania· it would be very 4esirable that candidates for the higher certificates should pass certain specified 
.examinations in the University course. · 

27. Is 'there an. efficient and uniform standard adopted in all districts for the examination and cla~sifica
. tion of scl10lars, so that something like an equal standard of proficiency is really po;;sessed by all. who are• 
returned in the several classes? The Programl'ne of Instruction gives a general outline of what is requirecl 
to justify the position of a scholar in a particular class; but, where there is no .general supervision, the · 
interpretation of such standards varies according to the individual opinion or experience of the teacher 01; 

examiner, and such uniformity in practice as is required to test the relative efficiency of different schools aml 
teachers is not obtaiµable. · · 

28. Are yon consulted by the Central Boa!'cl iii the matter-of el'ection of buildings, alterations, improve7 

ments, and repairs, &c.? I am sometimes .refe:::red to in connection with improvements, and liave had some 
-cases referred to me for .report after the plans and specifications have been prepared. 
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29. And are your recommendations usually acted on? It is impossible for me to say whether my 
rncommendations are generally acted on or n_ot. In some cases alterations have been made; but, as a generaf' 
rule, I do not know what action is taken in the matter. Nor would it be possible for a Chief Officer, whose· 
official time is wholly occupied in the routine work of inspection, examination, &c., to keep himself informed 
on questions which only incidentally, and at long intervals, _come undei· his notice. 

30. Ar~ there any exceptional cases where inconvenience or unnecessary, insufficient, or improper· 
expenditure has been incurred by disregarding your ad vice? This is answered, as far as I am able to answer-
it, under the -last question. . . 

. 31. Have you ever made recommendations regarding needed improvements, or increased out-office· 
accommodation for b9ys and girls, wliic]1 have not been attended to? 'l.'here are many instances in which 
no result has followed the reporting of defects, and others in which the action taken has shown that the· 
natme of the defects and the proper mode of remedying them have not been understood .. 

32. Do you know whether the Central Board made. any practical use of the papers on the Pupil 
Teaclier System which were furnished by several teachers in 1877? I am not aware that papers on the· 
subject were furnished by teachers. If action had been taken upon any such papers I should probably have· 
heard of it. 

33. Are new regulations framed and-the gep.eral business of the Board of Education conducted under 
tlie counsel and suggestions of Inspectors, or independently thereof? Individual opinions arc sometimes
asked for, but the professional staff has nothing to do, at present, with the framing of regulations or the 
conduct of general business. 

34. In the passing of regulations regarding purely educational matters, are the Inspectors consulted, 
and is their advice in such matters always followed? In purely educational matters the opinions of' 
individual Inspectors are, I believe, generally obtained; but there is no officer outside the professional staff 
who could collate such opinions, or advise the Board as to which should be adopted. Certain questions 
rnlating to examinations are usually referred to the Board of ;Examine1·s. 
- 35.· On what principle are Exhibitions awarded when the number of passes exceed the number of' 

Exl~ibitions provided? The names ·of candidates are arranged in order according to the number of marks 
obtained. The Exhibitions are not confined to those who pass creditably, and anyone who does not fall 

· below a fixed minimum standard may obtain an Exhibition if he is sufficiently high on the list. . 
36. Would you recommend that the number of Exhibitions from Public to Superior Schools be 

increased? I am not aware of any ground on which an increase in the number of Exhibitions can be 
reco1_nmended at present. · 

37 .. Are the privies of Public Schoo~s ever used in common by both boys and girls? This is a matter· 
on. which I have had to call attention-repeatedly in my reports. Even where there are separate offices there· 
is often a want of proper separation of the sexes, and the prevalent practice of turning- all the children out 
at the same time to relieve the calls of nature is· almost always objectionable. It is probably supposed that· 
all teachers attend to such details of management as a matter of course ; but the whole question, with many· 
others which cannot be settled by fixed rules, requires authorita.ive regulation and supervision. 

38. Is it your experience that the low salaries and slow promotion injuriously affect the service by 
causing teachers to leave it? _I am not aware of any instances in which eligible or efficient teachers have· 
left the service in consequence of low salaries or slow promotion ; but such a result is likely to happen 
unless openings for tl1e advancement of deserving tc;whers are created by the removal of those who after a 
fuir tr_ial 1mvc proved incompetent or unsuitable for the charge of schools. 

In reference tci the foregoing answers I wish to state most · emphatically that no blame is imputed 
directly. or indirectly to any· persons connected with the working of the Educational System. Speaking· 
from long official experience, I am able to state that no department can show more faithful and zealous
seryice; that, if defects are apparent, they are a natural result of the system itself; and that the present 
condit~on of t~1ings is mainly a conseque?cc of insufficient pro_visioii. in past years for. the executive agency 
on wlnch eflicrnncy depends, and other cucumstances over winch the Board of Education had no control. 

- T. STEPHENS, Clliqf Inspector ef School~ •. 
19th .ilfoy, 1883. 

FRIDAY, MAY 18, _1883. 

The Hon. HENRY BUTLER, President ef the Council of Eclucation and Chairman of the Board of· 
Edw;at·ion. 

· 1. By the Chair;nan.-How long have you held the positions of Chairman of the Board of Education 
and President of the Council· of Education? I have been Chairman of the Board since February, 1865,. 
and President of the Council during the last two years. · 

2. You are in favour of State Superior Schools : do you think that at the present time the establishment· 
of such an institution .is desirable? I am, mo:st certainly ; and I think there is adequate room for such an 
institution in the principal towns, Hobart and Launceston, and that it might be extended in time to other 
centres of population which could afford a supply of siiperior scl10lars. · 

3. )V onld you regard these Superior Scl10ols as directly connected with the Public Schools, and make
the latter feeders to the former? Not so, entirely, for the reason that tlie adoption of that course would 
preclude the possibility of private enterprise in teaching; but I regard it as essential that all children, whethel"' 
educated at private schools, at' home, or at public :schools, should have to pass a certain examination, of a 
standard which would fit them to_ enter such superior schools. 
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4. Do you think that Christ's College, as at present constituted, has any beneficial influence upon the 

cause of education? I do not think so ; and I think this has been proved by the very limited extent to 
which the colonists have availed themselves of such opportunities as it may afford. 

5. Can you suggest the causes of the present failure of this institution, or suggest any remedy fo1· 
existing defects ? That the institution does not rest on any fundamental regulations which can cause its 
acceptation by the general public, nor are the definition of the modes of examination sufficiently .clear to 
know what the outcome of an education in this establishment would be. · 

6. Are you in favour of obliging all Public School teachers not specially ·entit_led to exemption to· 
undergo examinations for the various grades? Certainly yes. · 

7. Has there been frequent or any complaint made to the Central Board of teachers abusing their 
power of imparting religious teaching 'l No ; in my whole experience, extending over some 18 years, I 
have only known of three cases which have called for intervention; Two of these were in the very early 
periods of the Board's existence, when the Roman Catholics infringed the Board's regulations. The · 
management of the schools, in both these cases, was at once changed. The other case I refer to was the 
recent one of a schoolmaster, Mr. Kenner. 

8. Do you consider it desirable to impose any further restriction or limitation than is now in force upon 
religious instruction in the schools? I think the present system is perfectly satisfactory. . 

9. Would you allow all teachers to read Scripture, as now prescribed, without exception? . Yes, as 
now prescribed. I should not take the individual views of the teacher into consideration, feeling that, if 
competent for his office, he would be bound to adhere to the regulations imposed upon him. 

10. Would you approve of a change in the regulations in this respect, by which the reading of Scripture 
in school should be made optional to the teacher? Provided that the present security as giveri to the 
different religious bodies to impart instruction in their tenets was continued, and full facilities afforded them. 
I do not consider that the master should interfere with religious instruction in any way. 

] 1. Are you of opinion tliat the system of State education in this Colony could be beneficially extended 
so as to include Infant schools, Industrial schools, Ragged schools, and Reformatories? I think it would 
be to the interests of the State that all these institutions should be under the superintendence of those on 
whom the principal responsibility devolves. The mixture of alienated schools with those under the direction: 
of the Government has been found to be a fertile source of discord. There is no doubt that the assistance 
given by benevolent people to Ragged and Industrial schools has been very beneficially·used, but it certainly 
inti·oduces into the system the management of schools by religious communities,. which is undesirable. I do 
not, in this remark, refer to the different orphanages, which can best be dealt with by the system now in use. 

12. Do you think it to the interest of the State that such institutions should be extended so as to bring 
a much larger number of neglected and orphan children within the influence of education, and more 
particularly of education of a technical and practical character? I think it would be very desirable ; but tl1e 
question of that which is desirable and that which is practicable occurs here,-1 believe, in antagonism. I 
have not yet found in my researches in education questions that much good has been done in the way of 
technical education beyond that received at a Public School. . 

13. Would you recommend the introduction into large centres of population of the Kindergarten 
system? Many years ago I imported a series of the Kindergarten gifts into the Colony, and distributed 
them amongst the then principal teachers, but did not find they were adequately used. 

14. In your answer to Question 26 you recommend that Local Boards should be elected, and that the 
Cl1airmen of such Boards nominate for Government approval a Director of Education : would you approve 
of the system existing in Holland and South Australia, under which the central control was vested in a 
Minister of the Crown, aided by a Board of Delegates from Provincial School Commissions? My objection 
is to a political officer having the direction and charge of the appointment and promotion of teachers; but, at 
the same time, whether by ihe crude means I have described in my answers to questions submitted to me by 
the Board, or by a better mode, a competent officer could be elected, who would act in conjunction with a 
Board of Delegates. This plan would, I think, be successful ; the paid Director · being responsible to the 
Governor in Council, but not to an individual Minister. . 

15. Speaking from your experience, should you say that local _control would be improved in character 
and efficiency by substituting District Boards for the present School Boards ? l believe there would b& 
very little change when it is found (as the returns testify) that gentlemen who interest themselves in 
education in the district are usually nominated to four or five School Boards; but I am, at the same time, ~f 
opinion that there is a great necessity for some change, as the representatives of the various religious bodies 
in the community almost demand as a right that they should be on every'Local Board within their sphere of 
action. This is most undesirable. · 

16. By Mr. B. S. Bird.-In your written answers to questions previously put to you in reference to 
making provision for additional scholarships of £100 each, to be tenable at a Colonial.o_r British University, 
you expressed a doubt whether such a sum would be sufficient to cover the expenses of tl1e University 
course: would you be in-favour of providing two such additional scholarships of, say £100 or £150'each, if 
that sum be sufficient, or·do you consider that the present number of scholarships is sufficient? If the· sums 
be adequate for the purpose I should like to see an increase . 

. 17. WiII you be so good as to inform the Commission what recommendations of the Select Committee 
of 1882 meet witI1 your approval? With J;>aragraph No. 1 I concur. It is now the ·practice to refer 
all papers to the Local Boards ; also all applications for leave of absence and copies of the reports of Inspectors. 
on the schools. I dissent from Paragraph 2, as it would enable Local Boards· to punish a teacher who 
.might be distasteful to them, and cause differences among the Local Boards. Paragraph No. 3 would be 
an improvement, but it could only be done by enactment. I see no objection to Paragraph 4, provided that 
itis not made a means of ministering to local religious bodies. I do not concur with Paragraph 5. It 
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was attempted in Victoria, and the schools and furniture were much injured, so that the Government had to 
impose a fee to prevent the abuse-bands, Independent Order of Oddfellows, &c. Did not think it 
necessary to-provide buildings for their purposes. I see no objection to Paragraph 6; but no means are 
provided to carry out any such requirement. I see no objection to Paragraph 7-but it is substantially 
acted upon at present. I see no objection to Paragraph 8. 

QUERIES addressed to all Inspectors of Government Schools in Tasmania. 

1. Is the standard of instruction in the Public Schools sufficiently high? And would the adoption of 
a higher standard be prejudicial to the interests of good Private -Schools? 

2. Is a respectable degree of proficiency attained in the schools? 
3. Do any larger proportion of the children leave the schools before· they are competent to pass an 

examination in the 5th or 6th Class? . 
4; Is there any noticeable difference in the degrees of proficiency attained between Town and Country 

Schools, or between the schools of particular districts ? . 
5. To what do you generally attribute the low average of proficiency, when it obtain.~ ?-to inefficient 

teaching power, to a defective system of teaching, to peculiarity in the class of children, to irregular attend
a,nce, or to any other cause? 

6. Do the published results of examinations reveal any marked improvement in the schools, either a~ 
. to their management or discipline, the degree of proficiency attained, or in any other particular, since the 

Inspecting Staff has been increased from one to three Inspectors? 
7. Is the attendance at the schools generally as large and regular as might reasonably be expected? 

· . 8. To what is the low attendance, where it prevails, chiefly attributable ?-to the indifference or 
insufficiency of teachers, the carelessness of parents, ·or neglect of the Local Boards to take steps to procure 
attendan.ce ? 
. 9. Would you recommend that certificates of exemption from attendance be given to all children whose 
parents apply for them in rural districts during harvest, or hop and fruit-picking seasons, or that no such 
certificates should be issued to any except those who have passed examinations up to a ce1:tain standard? 

10. Should the employment of children in factories within the school age be prohibited by law? 
lL Are compulsory measures generally enforced in the case of non-attendance? And are they 

attended, wlien enforced, with satisfactory results? 
. 12. is it desirable that there should be a fixed minimum number of days in each year, or each quarter, 

during which attendance at schools is compulsory? . 
13. Do you approve of the compulsory system as it is at present admfoistered, or could you offer 

suggestions for its amendment, or for the procuring of more regular and larger attendance? 
14: Can you ~peak favorably of the character and respectability of the teachers, apart from their 

teaching qualifications? . 
15. Is the teaching staff generally as efficient as could be desired for the work of our Public Schools.? 
16. Is there a general increase of effici~ncy in the teachers as years add experience, or is such improve

ment only exceptional? . 
17. In what is the teachers' inefficiency most generally apparent,-in discipline, in attainments, or in 

teaching power? 
18. Is the standm;d for the examination of the several classes of teachers such as you would desire to 

see it? 
. 19. Could a better qualified class of teachers be pr~cured by a moderate increase of salaries, or could 

certificated teachers from Great Britain be obtained at the present rate of remuneration ; or can a superior 
staff be hoped for only by making better provision for the training of teachers ourselves? 

20. What provision is made for the training of teachers? · 
21. Wottld you favour the establishment of a·Model School, in which all who intend to devote them

selves to Public School teaching may be prepared for their profession? 
· 22. Can you briefly describe such a Model School as would suit the requirements of this Colony, 

particularly as to its size, character, and arrangements? 
23. Is much difficulty experienced in obtaining the services of pupil teachers? 
24. What is the cause of the difficulty? 
25. Are male or female pupil teachers most readily procured?· 
26. Should pupil teachers be required, as in England, at the outset of their training, to sign indentures 

to serve a certain fixed time as pupil teachers, and afterwards as head teachers or assistants under the Board? 
. 27. Can you offer any suggestions for the improvement of the Pupil Teacher system pending the 

estal:>lisluilei:it of a Training School, or as to other means of supplying the necessary staff? 
· 28. On what is the appointment or promotion of teachers dependent? 

29. Do any compiaints reach you of the use or severity of corporal punishment in the schools? 
30. Would you recommend that corporal punishment be abolished ? 
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31. Do you approve of half-time schools where the attendance of 20 cannot be . procured within a 
radius of two miles from the school ? · • · · 

32. Is it desirable to extend the distance from which attendance shall be compulsory from two miles to 
three during the summer months? · · 

33. Can you suggest any method by which widely-scattered groups of six to twelve children each could 
1·eceive instruction, so that the childi·en. of shepherds and other lonely settlers in the bush might share in the 
advantages- of national education? · · 

34. Could Night Schools be more extensively and advantageously established tha!1 they are now? 
35. Do you approve of the· reading-books in use, or would you prefer some others? 
36. Are Scripture lessons given to any.extent by the teachers, and what is the character of the lessons 

they give,-historical, preceptive, or doctrinal ? · · 
37. Are you aware whether it is regarded by the parents as objectionable that the teachers should·give 

religious lessons ? -

38. Are you aware of any objection being offered by parents to the religious character of any of the 
lessons in the reading-books? · · 

39. Do you think it desirable that Bible lessons sl10uld be given in the Public Schools ? 
40. Would you be in favom of drill and gymnastic exercises in all Public Schools? 
41. Is the method of teaching infants and small children capable of improvement? 
42. Is the Kindergarten system an effective one ? And could it be adopted in connection with our 

Public School system with advantage?. · 
43. Is the knowledge of common things, of ordina·ry natural phenomena, and of those· products of 

nature and manufacture with which all children should be ~arly familiar, generally imparted? 
44. Would you approve of technical education in relation to the simple indristries being imparted in the 

Public Schools? 
45. Do complaints ever reach you that the teachers pay more attention to the children who pay fees 

than to those who are free? · · 

46. Has the association of paying and free scholars in the same school any injurious or annoying effect 
on the school as a whole, or on the individual scholars? . · 

47. Is it desirable that, where the poorer class of children exist in sufficient' numbers, Free Schools, 
should be established for them? · . · 

48. Would you be in favour of making the Public Schools free to all children, or of continuing the 
present system of payments by all wh~ are able to pay? 

49. In the event of Education being made free, how do you think the cost should be met? Out of 
General Revenue, by local tax, or by a general education tax? 

50. Are the incomes of all classes of teachers fairly good as compared with the teachers of other 
· countries ? · 

51. Do the assistant teachers generally receive, in addition to their paid salaries, a fair proportion of 
the fees? · . · · 

52. Would you approve of a system _of partial or entire payments of teachers by results? · And will 
you state your reasons for or against such a system ? 

53. Does the system of Exhibitions to· Superior Schools work well? Does it promote the general 
efficiency of the school or raise its status ? Or is the effect in the school gene1;ally the reve,rse of good, in 
consequence of the teacher's time and attention being given to the candidate for the Scholarship to the 
neglect, to some extent, of the rest of the school? 

54. Is it usual for the Exhibitioners to distinguish themselve's at their studies at Superior Schools? 
55. Are the methods of preparing candidates·, and the standard of attainments for the Exhibition suitable?' 

, 56. Conld you suggest a better method than that in existence whereby boys and girls of unusual ability 
in the Public Schools might be provided with the advantages of education in Supe1;ior Schools? .. 

57:. Would you recommend that Latin and_Euclid be included among the subjects of examinations for 
Exhibitions? 

58. Are ~any of the school buildings_ the property of religious bodies, and is their use for Public 
Schools open to objection, and to what objection? 

·59, Are the school buildings which are vested in _the Board used for religious purpot'es, and is such use 
desirable-? · · 

. 60. Is the school furniture of a sufficiently suitable and substantial class? '.· 
61. Are you of opinion that the exclusive power of appointing teachers to, aIJ,d their promotion in 

connection with, Public Schools should be vested in the central authority? Or is it your opinion that the 
approval of Local Boards should be necessary before any appointment to, or promotion in, a Public. School 
takes place ? 

62. Can you offer any additional suggestions for tlie improvement of our Educational System, especially 
with regard to the general control and conduct' of public instruction in ·the work 'Of the schools, whereby 
larg·er and more regular attendance, highei: attainments, greater parental and local interest, ai1d better 1·esults, 
genei-ally might be procured? 
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.ANSWERS of tlie jollowing gentlemen:-

1. T. Stephens, Esq., Chief Inspector. 
2. James Rule, Esq., Inspector. · 
3. A. Doran, Esq., Inspector. 

Answers by T. STEPHENS, "Esq., Chi.ef Inspector ef Scli()ols. 

1. The_ Programme of Instruction defining the standards of classification and instruction in Public 
Schools gives, as is customary, only an outline of the subjects taught. If interpreted according to the intention 
with which it \vas framed, and faithfully worked, the standard is sufficiently hig-h for any Primary School : 
the higher grades are satisfactorily reached in very few of the existing schools. The Programme requires 
revision, but an alteration which should include branches that are now left to the better class of Grammar 
Schools would go beyond the recognised limits of primary instruction, and would probably affect such 
scl10ols prejudicially. · 

· 2 and 3. The degree of proficiency, both maximum and average, attained in different schools varies so 
widely that these questions· cannot ·be answered in general terms. On reference to the table in the last 
Report of the Board of Education, showing the ages and classification of 9266 scl10lars on the rolls at 
Christmas, 1881," it appears that 8598 children, or 92·90 per cent. of the total number, had not passed beyoncl 
the grade of proficiency indicated by the Fourth Class, and that 2497 of these were over 11 years of age. 
Many children never reach even this moderate standard of proficiency, and, considering the fact that most of the 
children for whom the Public Schools are chiefly designed must go to work at about 11 01· 12 years of age, 
it will be.evident that a large proportion must annually leave the schools before they have been sufficiently 
grounded in the essential branches of elementary instruction. 'l'he above data are supplied by the teachers' 
own returns of classification, and experience has proved that the actual standard in many schools is consider-
ably below the teacher's estimate. · 

4. ,The average standard of proficiency is much higher in some districts than in others; but no distinct. 
line can be drawn, speaking generally, between town and country schools as regards their relative efficiency. 

5. Inefficiency in the teaching staff,-which may be caused by natural inaptitude for the profession, by 
defective education, by in'experience in the arts of teaching and management, by the absence of energy and 
industry,-or by all these combined, and irregularicy of attendance, are the two chief causes of a low 
average of proficiency in the schools. The regularity of the attendance depends mainly on the efficiency of" 
the teaching, and when this has been defective for a long series of years the appointment of a good teacher 
will not at once provide a remedy. 'l'he standard of proficiency depends very little on the class or social 
position of the children,-the best results are sometimes obtained where they would be least expected. It 
may be noted here that the essential elements of education are occasionally imparted better in a school 
which does not teach beyond a Fourth Class standard than in one of much higher pretension. 

6. 'l'he improvement which might result from an addition to tlie Inspectoral Staff could not, under any 
circumstances, be measured by statistical returns until after the lapse of some years, and there are no means 
at present of determining the amount of general improvement from a comparison of the results of examina
tion in particular districts. Satisfactory progress in_ one district may be attended by a corresponding 
depression elsewhere, the standard of efficiency being merely shifted by the transfer of competent teachers 
from one place to another. . 

7. 'l'he attendance is sometimes as good as can be re_asonably expected, and without any enforcement of 
compulsory measures; but such schools are exceptions to the general rule. . 

8. A low attendance is generally a direct result of general or special inefficiency in regard to the 
conduct of the school; and of carelessness of the parents, which commonly proceeds from the same cause. 
The Local Boards, as a rule, desire to promote regular attendance. 

9 .. It is not, in my opinion, desirable to prevent the issue of certificates of exemption at the times when 
the labour of children is urgently required by their parents in work suited to their age and strength ; but 
the issue of ·such certificates requires supervision and rcstriction,--,--as, for instance, where exemption is given 
for six weeks at a stretch, tivice in the year, without any regard to the irregular attendance of the children 
during the remaining part of the year. . 

10. It is highly desirabl~ that the employment of children in factories under the age of 10 should be 
prohibited by law, and that between the ages of 10 and 13 it should be only permissible where the children 
have been educated up to a given standard. The standard could not well be made higher at present than 
the ability to pass satisfactorily an- examination in the. subjects prescribed for the Fourth Class. Some 
relaxation of the legal restriction might be advantageously permitted in the case of half-timers, who should 
be required to attend school regularly for not _less than two homs a day . 

. 11. I have very little personaUrnowledge of the steps taken to enforce the compulsory measures ; but 
it does not appear that safo;factorily regular attendance is ever the result. I liave sought in vain on visiting 
schools for cases which would show that attendance is a consequence of the operation of compulsory 
measures. 

12. The chief objection to defining· a minimum leg·al attendance is that the 111:ini-mum in such cases 
usually becomes the 1nax1.1num.; but, on the whole, it would be desirable that a period should be defined, 
say not less than ao days in each quiirter. The. London Scl10ol Board requires an attendance of not less 
than four davs in each week. 

13. Without official knowledge of the working of the coinpnlsol'y system in its various details, it is 
impossible to specify exactly the points in which it fails or in which it requires amendment. Many persons 
attribute its failure to. a too liberal_ interpretation of the exemption clam,es of the Act, and to the undue 
lemency of the Magistrates, and t.hese are doubtless among the chief obstacles. to the effectual working of 
the system. Even where the offence is proved, and the parents warned, it does not appear that the cases 
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·are systematically followed up, and the parents compelled to learn that the law must be .obeyed; nor does it 
seem to be understood that non-attendance for a very brief period, without formal exemption, is primafacie 

. evidence of violation of -the Act, though no period of legal attendance is defined. I am strongly of opinion 
that prosecutions 1:1nder the Act should not be left to the discretion of any subordinate officer; that they 
should be seldom ·undertaken, and never without. full enquiry into all the circumstances of the case; that when 
·the. offence is proved there should be no option but to impose a minimum fine ; and that all cases brought 
,before a B~nch of Magistrates, and not dismissed, should be submitted again at mtervals of not less th;m 
. one month, with the view of ascertaining whether the par~nts are, in the terms of the Act, "sen~ing their 

children to school." I do not think that the compulsory system will ever be generally enforced until the 
cordial co-operation of those who control the police of the island is secured, and I believe that such 

; co-operation will be readily available if the proper steps are taken to secure it. There is one important point · 
which should not be overlooked. All experience has shown that good schools are the best agencies for 
promoting attendance, without requiring· the intervention of the law, and it is a grave question whether a 
parent ou&ht to be compelled to _send a child to any -school which cannot be described as more or less 
" efficient. ' 

· 1-t In regard to personal character and respectability, the teachers, speaking generally, will compare 
favourably with those occupying similar positions in other countries. 

15. The teaching staff is not generally as efficient as could be desired. 
·16. There are several instances of marked improvement commencing from a very low standard of 

efficiency, and there are some teachers originally competent who are always moving onward. Such instances-
. are exceptional. In the majority of cases it may be said that there is some progress, but·. that it· does not 
either meet or keep pace with the growing needs of the community. 

_ 17. A want of practical acquaintance with improved methods of teaching the elementary subjects is the
. most noticeable deficiency. The power. of controlling children is generally to be met with, but really good 
· discipline is somewhat rare. . The av.erage standard of attainments is also rather low. The indolence 01· 

indifference of the teacher is sometimes the cause of the failure of a school, and the necessary remedy for 
. this defect is rarely applied.. Energy and industry are the most important qualifications; one teacher will 
do more real educational work in six weeks than another of equal attainments in six inonths. 

18. The.· standards of qualification for certificates should be raised, but a slight modification of 
the existing regulations would suffice. In most respects the standards of examination for certificates are • 
sufficiently high if the · possess10n of adequate practical skill in teaching and management is more strictly 

. insisted on. The intermediate steps sl10uld be gained by improved proficiency in this respect, a'nd by con
. tinuous good service, provision being made for uniformity in the application of rules to practice. It is bad 
ooth for the school and the teacher that the latter should be encouraged to be always preparing fo1· an 

,_impending examination, when he ought to be giving l1is undivided attention to the practical details of his 
business. In the examination of provisional and probationary teachers considerable latitude must be allowed:: 
for· small- country schools the qualifications required are not such as can be tested by highly pitch ea. standards 
of examination. Teachers of a high class will not and ought not to remain where there is no scope fo,· tlieir
abilities, and there are better means of improving the _standard of qualification in the lower grades than by 
increasing the difficulty of the examination. . · 

19. To increase salaries without requiring better qualifications would not_ mend matters ; though it . 
would certainly be desirable to make such increase immediately available as soon as reasonable competency 
should be shown. Certificated teachers from Home could be obtained for the salaries and emoluments 
offered by the ·present Regulation~, and it would be well to occasionally introduce such teachers for the 
double purpose of keeping up the standard and of making provision for local training, which ill of all things 
the most needed. Any large importation of teachers would necessitate the dismissal ·of a corresponding 
number of deserving persons who only require the means of qualifying themselves for their. duties. It must 
be remembered that in about 70 per cent. -of the Public Schools the attendance ranges from 10 to 35 
scholars, and the State can hard1y -be expected to provide highly qualified masters for work which is within 
the compass of lt competent teacher of infants elsewhere. · · 

20. There is no regular provision for the training of teachers. The operation of the Pupil Teacl1er-
systein as a means of preliminary training has.not been particula_rly successful. · 

· 21. The absence of any institution correE-ponding to the Model Schools in other countries is, as I 
pointed out more than· twenty years ago, the most prominent defect in the Tasmanian system. _ A Model 
School would do all the work of an ordinary school in the best possible way, and would supply, •with other 
subsidiary means, what is now urgently required in the shape of systematic preparation for the profession oi 
teaching. . · . - . . . . . 

. 22. A description of such a Model. School as the cirqumstances of the Colony require is given in a 
Report to the Board of Education, dat~d 13th May, 1882, which is in the possession of the Commissioners. 
-,-(Appendix 3.) . · · . . 

23. A difficulty is sometimes experienced in obtaining. the services of eligible candidates for · the office 
of ·pupil teacher. · . . 

24. The difficulty sometimes is a result of defects in the school itself; but it is also caused by the fact 
that the remuneration is not, at the outset, sufficient to induce much competit~on. Increased salaries would 
remove theJatter difficulty, but the increase should be contingent upon a better guarantee for efficient training 
than now exists. . . . 

25. There is little difficulty in obtaining female candidates i~ Hobart. In Launceston there has always 
been .less competition among. both sexes. Speaking generally, femal~ candidates are most easily procured. 

26. It would not be desirable for the ·pupil teachers to sign indentures unless a longer period of probation 
. were enforced, and positive evidence of aptitude for the profession previously obtained. The office might 
easily be made sufficiently attractive. :without recourse to formal apprenticeship, which would increase the 
difficulty of securing eligible candidates. In any cas.e the engagement should not extend beyond the end oi 
the pupil t_eacher's course; the State should never be bound to pi:ovide for persons.unsuited for the profession 
of teacher, though able to pass the necessary examinations. 
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27. This question is partly answered under 24 (last clause). Strict supervision over the working of the 

system would ultimately effect an improvement; but provision should be made for the employment of 
assistants in place of pupil teachers where the circumstances require such a substitution, and where eligible 

· persons are ·available. . 
28. Candidates for employment, if their qualifications have not been previously tested by some 

recognised standard, have to pass an examination in the elementary subjects more or less satisfactorily. I 
do not know exactly how the question of appointment to particular-schools, or of promotion from an inferior 
to a better school, is generally determined. The promotion of a teacher from class to class is dependent 
partly upon the opinion of the Inspector who last visited his school, and partly upon the result of an 
examination. 

29. No formal complaints of severity of corporal }Jtmishment have been • made to me for many years 
past. I have had occasionally to caution or reprimand ·teachers on the subject, but I have no means at 

· present of knowing whether any general abuse of the teacher's power prevails. · 
30. Some discretionary power must be left to the teacher, but provision should be made to guard against 

its abuse. The subject is too wide to be fully discussed in a few lines. . 
31. Half-time schools are never popular with parents, and to be efficient they re.quire special qualifica

tions which can be rarely seemed even- for the higher class of schools. Under careful regulation they may 
sometimes be made very useful. 

32. It is difficult to make a hard-and-fast rule about the compulsory distance, or to vary it according to 
· the season of the year. It -.,yould be "'ell to increase the limit prescribed by the Act from two to three 
· miles for children ·over nine ye;irs of age. There are many instances, both here and in the other colonies, 
of children walking from four to six miles, where the school has been good enough to be attractive. 

33. It would be impossible to devise a plan which would meet all such cases. I have endeavoured for 
some years past to find instances in which instruction could- be made available to widely scattered families, 

· ·but without success. Any applicatior. for aid in such circumstances would be favourably considered by the 
Board. 

34. It is probable that means might be found for extending. the establishment of night schools. The 
present arrangements do not sufficiently meet widely differing local conditions. 
· 35. With the _addition of a Primer for infant classes, the series lately introduced ·will, when completed, 

be well suited to 'the wants of Public Schools. 
36. I cannot state to what extent the rule as to Scripture lessons is obeyed by teachers who are not 

directly under my superyision. So far as my authority has extended, I have required such le~sons to be 
regularly given, and they are confined to instruction. in the history and narratives of the Old and New 
Testament. 

37. Some Roman Catholic parents, under the direction of the authorities of their Church, object to 
their children receiving the so0 called religious instruction ; others wish them to have the same teaching as 
the. rest of the children. No complaints are made, nor will be, if the teacher knows his duty and does it. 
. 38. I have never known any objection raised· by parents to the religious character of a-ny of the lessons 
in the reading-books. · .The lessons referred to are probably those in the Irish Series, which have been nearly 
superseded. · , . · 

· 39. I think that in the hands of an ordinary teacher the Bible is not a suitable book for Public- Schools, 
and- that only those text-books should be used which have been compiled for purposes of general religious 
instruction. Setting aside the question of the importance of this kind of instr11ction as a basis of morality, 

· I may remark that no person can be described as educated who is ignorant of the outlines of Scripture 
History, and that. the examination of pupil teachers and others from the State Schools of Victoria has 
furnished me with illustrations showing how, under a strictly secular system, such ignorance may become 
general. I may add that under the recent a~ well as former legislation in New South Wales the term 
"secular instruction" includes precisely the same kind of Scriptural teaching as is indicated by the Rules 
of the· Board of Education here. These are nearly identical in principle with the Rules of the Common 
Schools of Canada, as well as most of those of the Mother Country. 

40. Drill, with the modifications required for mixed schools, ought to be introduced into all schools. 
. 41. There being· no scl~ool in which teachers can be instructed in the modern methods of even ordinary 
infant school training, it follows, as a necessary consequence, that the prevalent mode of teaching young 
children is sadly defective. · · 

42·. Frobel, whose system of infant training is popularly known as the Kindergarten, is well known as 
one of the most highly~gifted and successful of those who, following in the steps of Pesta Iozzi and his suc
cessors, have devised schemes for preparing very _young children for the systematic instruction of the 
ordinai•y elementary school. I introduced a set of the Kindergarten apparatus more than twenty years ago; 
but my answer to the last question ( 41) will show that there has hitherto been no opportunity for attempting 
an experiment with the system. It is only in a much modified form that it is· applicable to Public 
elementary schools in which everything is supplied by the State : the business of providing and keeping 
up the supply of small pojnted sticks, peas, wooden bricks in great variety, carefully· prepared strips of paper 
of divers colours, worsted balls, geometrical patterns in pasteboard, and the other miscellaneous articles 
which ingenuity has dev_ised for the amusement and instruction of young children, would require the creation 
of a new department, and a year's experience would probably bring about a reaction which might be very 
prejudicial to the interests of education. But if my long cherished scheme for providing some means of 
training- for all classes of teachers be carried into effect, it would be desirable that one of the qualifications 
of the mistress of the Model Infant School should be a thorough acquaintance with the principles of Frobel's 
system, with some practical experience of its operation in a good English school. 
. 43. The power of imparting a knowledge of ordinary natural phenomena, and the other subjects which 
are intended to be included -under the head of object lessons, is rarely met with at present. · 

44. Technical instruction, as the term is generally understood, belongs to the province of the secondary 
school. A competent knowledge of the· chief subjects of elementary education is an indispensable pre
liminary. 
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45. No such' complaints have reached me. · . 

· ,46. In many instances-there is no.real difference as regards social position, or otherwise, between paying 
and. free scholars, and the chief incon".enience from the latter class is that they are generally irregular in 
their attendance. It is from children ,who are neglected at home, either in personal cleanliness or manners, 
that injurious or annoying effects chiefly proceed, and these children will generally be found on the free ljst, 
but not always. If the teacher is properly supported in the exercise of legitimate authority there is, 
practically· no difficulty in the-matter under ordinary circumstances. 

47. In ·,the rural districts separate schools for poor children are neither necessary nor .desii:able .. ln 
large towns, where the lowest class represents a lower sttatum of social condition than is to pe found in 
country villages, there are some strong arguments for separate schools, one of which is the mutual av<;>idance 
of children of the two distinct grades of the poorer classes, and. this is not always to be overcome by even 
the best teachers. It would probably, however, be found possible by judicious management to·gradually 
bring within·the range of the ordinary Public School the greater number of those who are now taught in. 
institutions specially designed for the. instruction .of destitute children, and for the rest some industr~al 
training .should be provided. . . · 

, 48. If it were only a question of providing a number of deserving teachers with a sufficient and 
tolerably certain income without any. exertion on their part beyond . that of the faithful discharge of duty, 
within the walls of their school-rooms, the argument in favour of making the schools free to all would be 
very .strong. The questio_n of the increased cost to the State is quite ~ secondary consideration; but it may 
be well to see what this would amount to in the case of Hobart alone. The accommodation now available 
he1:e in the Public Schools, including those whose buildings are Church property, is not. fairly .adequate for 
more than about 1000 scholars. The number of children between the ages of-5 and 14 years is, according 
to the last Census, 4046, and the great majority of these wouid soon claim admission if education were ILade 
free. The purchase of sites, and the erection and furnishing of suitable buildings would cost, say, £20,000· 
to begin with, and as much rpore as soon as the use of school-houses which belong to religious bodies, or are 
otherwise unsuitable, should be discontinued. The annual cost of the maintenance of the Hobart Public 
Schools is about £3400, of which about one-third is obtained from school-fees. Under a system of Free 
Education the annual cost could not well be less than £10,000 a year, and it must be borne in mind that as 
soon as the principle of tl1e sole responsibility of the State was established there would be an ever-inci·easing 
demand .for a more liberal outlay in every item ·of expenditure. -The consequences as · they would affect 
private schools of all classes, nearly all of which would be eventually impoverished. or closed, have also to 
be seriously considered. It is sometimes . said that a system of compulsory education is incompatible with 
the ,payment of school-fees, but this is sufficiently refuted by the experience of the Mother Oountr.y. In the • 
ten-years following the introduction of compulsory m·easures into England and Wales (1870-1880), while 
the increase of · population :was from 22,000,000 to 25,000,000, the average daily attendance in elementary 
schools increased from 1,152,389 to 2,750,916 without any diminution in the rate of fees. Even the Ragged 
School children taken over by the London School Board began to pay fees when it was found that payment 
was expected. Three of the essential conditions necessary for securing efficiency in schools are ·already 
provided for by our system,-the competency of the teacher as tested by examination, his practical skill as 
determined by periodical inspection, and the stimulus given by partial dependence upon the people among 
whom he works. If the last be removed its place has to be supplied by a variety ·of checks, which are 
l1arassing to the teachers, complicated- in their operation, and unsatisfactory in their results. There would 
be less objection to· the aholition of school fees if the compensation in lieu thereof were provided in part by 
local taxation, instead of wholly by the. State.· . 

. 49. If education were made free, the major portion of its cost should still be defr[!,yed, as now, by gra~ts. 
from the General Revenue : there is more elasticity in such a source of income than in the rev~nue .-raised 
by direct taxation, which is apt to be cut down to the lowest possible amou_nt. The proportion of the annual 
cost already borne by the-State, which also undertakes the whole responsibility for the erection, repair, and 
furnishing of the schools, is at the rate of £2 14s. 3½d. for each child, leaving·a balance of £1 Os. llfd. per 
head to be met by means of school fees or otherwise. In England the total cost per head in.Board Schools 
is £2 ls.' llfd., of which only 15s. 7fd. is derived from Government grants. . In the other countries of 
Europe, and in the North American Colonies, the direct liability of the State, whether the schools are free 
or not, is very small. The annual cost of education in the Province of Ontario in 1879 is stated to have been 
· $3,226,728, towards which the sum of $252,564 w·as contributed from Legislative grants. Whether the 
direct payment from the. State be large or small, it must be relatively large enough to secure the ·control 
which is necessary for efficiency and to guarantee the independence of the teacher, and it would be- ·matter 
for regret if the proportion were reduced here. But the balance should, I think, be pr_ovided locally. It 
might be well to meet a possible demand for free schools by making their establishment pe~·rnissive in any 
Municipal District which should be willing to furnish the teachers with fair compensation for the loss of 
school fees ; the amount of. such compensation, if raised by a rate, would not be felt in wealthy districts,. 
and assistance might be given in poor districts by the State. 

50. Before instituting a comparison between the incomes of teaphers in Tasmania and those ofteacliers 
in other countries, it is necessary to have the means of comparing the amount of work imposed and the 
extent, of qualifications required here.and elsewhere; and to go fully into such details would carry one far 
beyond the limits of an answer ~o this question. The actual incomes are both higher and lower in 'l'asmania 
than in England arid the neiglibouring Colonies; that the good incomes are exceptional, and the low incomes 
numerous, is attributable to the smallness of the great majority of schools, and to the. employment of persons 
who,would not be recognised as teachers in other countries, and whose incomes cannot. be take11 into account 
in making a comparison.: The maximum income from official sources of trained or certificated teachers, 
from the- Mother Country is, according to the latest returns in the possession of the Board, £766 13s. 3d.,. 
and the minimum £161 : tlie two teachers who received Jess than £230 have been but a sho1t time in the 
Board's service. The average income of the teachers of the above class is £378 5s. l0d., and that of the 
rest •Of the certificated teachers not regularly trained is £161 18s., 4d. The average income of head teachers 
in England (1880-1) was £121 2s. 7d. for masters, and £72 12s; 8d. for mistresses. Oi the former 79·10 
per cent. received less than £150, and of the latter 86·19 per cent. less than £100 a year. All of these 
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must be certificated teachers.. Without going further into details of comparison, it' ~ay be said that the 
average incomes of both certificated and uncertificated teachers are lower than is desirable, and that it is of 
the highest importance to the community that those who enter the service should have both the motive and 
~he means for qualifying themselves for higher and therefore better.remunerated grades of classification than 
most teachers are now able to claim. Mtteh may be done in this direction by giving effect to existing 
regulations. 

51. Assistants have not hitherto received a proportion of the school fe!:)s. The Board has recently 
taken measures for putting in force a regulation of 1879, which provided for an increase of their salaries by 
such means .. 

5.2. The system which is known by -the name of "payment for results" is founded on the scheme 
introduced by the adoption of the Revised Code in England, which was less an educational experiment than 
a financial measure for confining within definite bounds the annually increasing expenditure on elementary 
education. Those who have had the best opportunities of becoming practically acquainted with educational 
work have, almost without exception, always been opposed to the pnnciple of the scheme, and the proofs of 
its weakness were so continually made evident through the reports of H. M. Inspectors and otherwise that 
t!ie ingenuity of the authorities had to be severely taxed year by year to modify its details without abandoning 
the principle. In describing the low educational standard of French conscripts who had passed through the 
elementary schools, Matthew Arnold remarked:-" This fact is painfully suggestive to those who have had 
some experience. of the Revised Code, and know what must be its inevitable results; Our iron walls are 
year by year becoming more contracted; and though a seventh standard has been added to the Code the 
mechanical mts into which we have been driven have none the less been gradually shutting out the educative 
influences on which. the permanence of the school work mainly depends. So effectually is intellir1ence 
being banished out of our schools that some Inspectors admit .that a boy ~ay pass with credit through all 
the grades of the Code and yet arrive at manhood as ignorant as the conscripts- referred to. The teachers 
suffer from this lifeless system as well as the pupils." It would be easy to accumulate a mass of similar 
testimony from England and the Colonies, and from the writings of foreign critics on the English system of 
•• payment for results," but, as the scheme has _ceased to be compulsory in the Mother Country, it is only 
wasting ammunition to attack it. I may, however, ventme to quote a few lines from my General Report 
for 1857, in which the subject is discussed at some length, and opinions are expressed which are strengthened 
by later experience:-" Only the lower and more mechanical part of training-is capable of being measured 
by scales and standards, and represented by an equivalent in the shape of pounds, shillings, and pence as 
remuneration for work done. The higher and nobler duties,-the exercise of moral infli.ience, the main
tenance of discipline, the inculcation of good habits, the patient labour in counteracting the effects of evil 
associations and example, the cultivation and development of i1itelligence and the reasoning faculties,-all 
these are beyond the reach of the educational statistician. And the inevitable tendency of the ' result' system 
must be to lead a teacher to regard as the mostimportant of his labours those which pay· him best, and to 
degrade the system of education into a lifeless and mechanical routine." The one good point of the Revised 
Code was that it directed attention to the importance of individual examination ·of 11cholars. A partial 
payment of teachers by results is already seemed by om· existing Regulations, under which the salary is ·made 
to depend partly on attainments and partly on the efficiency of the school as tested by successive examina
tions; but the teacher's income is not liable to. a yearly reduction on account of each and every scholar who, 
from any cause whatsoever, fails to pass the examination for "results." 

53. The chief merit of the system of Exhibitions is that. they reward a certain number of deserving 
scholars and induce them to continue their studies : their effect upon the school depends upon the teacher's 
sense of duty. 'l'he tendency of all schemes of competitive examination is to draw the teacher's attention 
away from the mass of his scholars and concentrate it· upon those who happen to possess the particular 
qualifications which are likely to tell in such competitions ; and though no one would be justified in saying 
that such a result is universal or general in the schools which send up Exhibitioners, it is one that should 
never be lost sight-of by those who control education. It may be doubted whether the oqject of establishincr 
the Exhibitions was to practically confine the competition to those who, in addition to their regular school 
work, have the advantage of private instruction. out of .school hours ; and it is a question for consideration 
whether schools which a!'e not efficiently conducted as a whole should be allow.ed to send up candidates at all. 

· 54. The chief qualifications by which Exhibitions are gained are a good verbal memory and the capacity 
for application to study, and these combined with a sound elementary _education generally lead on to further 
successes. 

55. There are no special methods of preparation. The standards of attainment are very properly 
regulated by the range of the subjects of instrnction in primary schools. 

56. The whole business of competition for Exhibitions 1;equires careful supervision and control, but no 
radical alterations in the system, so far as it goes, appear to be necessary at present. It is, however, evident 
that the great majority of parents can feel no particular anxiety_ to secure for their sons the education afforded 
by the ordinary Grammar School, and that the establishment of institutions for practical and scientific 
training, such as the Real..schul.en of Germany,-Teclmical Schools, or even Agricultural Schools, is .much to 
be desired. . · . · 

57. The teaching of subjects outside the Public School course will always tend to draw the primary 
teacher away from his proper work, and it is therefore not.desirable that suc,1 subjects should be embrac_ed 
in the examiria'tions. Mr. J. G. Fitch, whose experience as a Teacher, an Inspector, a University Lecturer, 
a Member of Royal Commissions connected. with· Education, and otherwise, entitles him tp speak with 
authority, says:-" The tmth is that at the age of 12 or 13, at which it is fitting to select a pupil for an 
Exhibition, Latin ought not to be required at all. It is of far more importance to secure that his intelligence 
shall have been quickened by the ordinary discipline of a good primary school than that he should have 
been exceptionally trained for the Exhibition, and he will learn Latin all the_ better and faster in the higher 
school for having received such discipline. Moreover, the primary school has no right to sacrifice the 
interests of the mass of its scholars to those of the exhibitioner ; and in the interests of the mass it is 
impossible to defend the teacl1ing of a few fragments of Latin Grammar which have no relation to anything 
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,else they are learning or are likely to learn." It must not be argued from this that the teacher need not know 
any subjects which are not systematically learnt by his pupils. It is almost. an axiom with educational 
authorities that a teacher cannot explain English properly without a knowledge of some other language than 
his own. 

58. Many of the school buildings are the property of religious bodies. Their. use for Public · School 
;purposes sometimes tends to confuse the "line of distinction- between denominational and unsectarian schools ; 
their floor space is often inconveniently blocked up by church furniture ; and in the case . of injury to the· 
school property or to the buildings themselves through wanton mischief or negligence, it •is always. difficult 
to determine with whom ,the responsibility lies for their due protection. . 

59. The first and last of the foregoing objections are equally applicable· to the use ·of Public School 
buildings for religious purposes. It is also inconsistent with the terms of the statute which declares that 
such buildings " shall be for ever exclusively devote'd to Public Schoo_l purposes," and a lengthened 
gratuitous use has sometimes led to the assertion of a sort of claim to such occupation. There are exceptional 
.cases in which some latitude may be reasonably allowed, and the objections would· b~ materially lessened if 
-a moderate fee were charged for every occupation of the school-room for other than Public School purposes, 
a plan which has been successfully adopted under similar conditions iii some of the neighbouring Colonies. 

60. The furniture is generally substantial, but often unsuitable, and sometimes inadequate. . Greater 
liberality on the part of the Board might be recommended in this direction if due provision were made for 
_1·esponsibility for the care of fi1e school property ; but the selection, planning, and supply of all furniture 
,and apparatus require to· be un:der professional supervision. . 

61. So long as the salaries of teachers are paid by the State the power of appointing and removing 
them must be vested in the central authority; this is a settled principle all over the world. The .question 

--of appointment or preferment of teachers should be as sedulously guarded from the bias of local. fav.ouritism 
on the one hand as from the influence of political interest and pressure on the other ; but I am- strongly of 
opinion that no teacher should be forced upon any community who has failed elsewhere through positive 
inefficiency .or misconduct, and that all appointments should be made, as far as possible, in conformity with 
,the views of those who are best qualified to judge of the requirements of the particular district. 

62. From the general tenor of the foregoing answers, which are respectfully submitted to the considera
tion of the Commissioners, it will be understood that I do not recommend any radical alteration in the 
existing system, but rather a general and thorough t·evision of the Regulations which govern its working·, 
-and the introduction of such modifications and improvements as experience of its weak points and the altered 
.circm;nstances of the Colony have shown to be necessary. Whether the supreme authority be invested in a 
Board or .a Minister, the means of securing efficiency must always be the same, and the first requisites are 
unity in the principle and practice of management, and direct personal responsibility in every grade of the 
,service from the lowest to the highest. In a State system of Education, the central control of schools, the -
inspection and examination, the training and appointment of teachers, the planning and furnishing of school
rooms, and the regulation of other matters of school economy, are all pa1-ts of the motive power; and if 

•-these are entrusted to different executive agencies, each practically independent of the others, there will 
always be confusion and cross purposes in the working of the best scheme that can be devised. · It is unwise 
to expect very much from local supervision, especially where there is no financial liability. An extension 
of the districts of Local Boards so as to _make them conterminous with Municipal Districts or similar 
areas in Police Districts, with Committees or Special Visitors for the several schools, would, however, be 
,a va:st improvement on the existing system. · 

Answe1·s by JAMES RULE, Esq., Inspecto1· ef .Sclwols. 

1. I do not consider the standard of instruction in the Public Schools s~flieiently high, nor that the 
-adoption of a higher standard w-ould injure good private schools. 

2. The average degree of proficiency is not satisfactory. 
3. The great majority leave school before they a1;e competent to pass an examination in the Fifth or 

:Sixth Class. 
4. There are very noticeable differences ·in the degrees of proficiency in different schools ; but thei1· 

·position in to'Yn 'or country has generally little connection with these differenres, except that districts very 
thinly peopled are seldom provided with teachers equal in ability with those appointed to the larger schools. 

5. Mainly to inefficient teaching power . and· to irregularity in attendance ; very seldom, if ever, to 
peculiarity in any class of children. . · . . 

_- 6. A comparison of the results of my examinations during the five years ending December, 1881 (See 
the Board's Report for that year), show that on the whole the schools tinder my supervision were slowly 
·progres.sing iri efficiency. There has not yet been time sufficient to produce any marked improvement since 
.the appointment of a third Inspector. · 

7. No. 
8. AU three causes contribute, in varying degrees; but the principal cause is the carelessness of parents, 

-or their need, real or supposed, fo1·the services of children at home. · 
. -· 9. I would recommend, but only in necessitous ·cases, the grant of certificates of ex~mption to children 
over twelve years of age upon their attaining a fair standard of proficiency, say the Fourth. · 

10. The Public Schools Act ought to be made sufficient to prevent the employment of chil.dren in all 
work, including that of factories; necessitating absence from school. I see no reason for a special"Facto1y 
.Act. . 

11. Compulsory measures are enforced in some districts, but not,.in tlie majority. T.he re_sults, where 
compulsion is attempted, are seldom satisfactory. ·Generally the forced attendance is very irregular ; and, 

·unless the children are admitted under a free certificate, the teacher receives no fees for their inst1;uction. 
"·Still, I believe that the law as 'it stands is not altogether ineffectual. The apprehension of legal proceeding~ 
-,may, in many cases,. prevent their necessity. · · 
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12. I tliink it desirable to·fix ~ minimum number of days for attendance in each quarter, a difference" 
being made for the quarter in -which the vacation occurs. 

13. The compulsory law at present-is not sufficiently definite. A minimum of attendance ought to be 
stated. In the absence of extenuating circumstances satisfactory to the Local School Boards, the punishment 
for-obstinate recusancy ought to be'heavier. 'The Local Boards ought to have authority to enable them to· 
satisfy themselves as to. the character of the Private· Schools or home instniction mentioned by parents as a 
.reason for keeping their children from the Public Schools. 

14. In·char.i.cter and respectability the teachers are not inferior to any other class in the community. 
15. No. 
16. The cases in·which experience has been turned to good account in improved work are the minority .. 
17. Most gen.erally in discipline and teaching power. · 
18. The. standards of examinations for te;ichers require. thorough revision. 
19. An improved means of training, and a moderate increase in salaries, with reasonable security against 

reduction, would secure better qualified teachers in the Colony. Certificated teachers would not, I believe,. 
emigrate from England to take charge of schools here at the present rates of remuneration, except the few 
large schools that have hitherto been considered prizes in the Department. 

20. Our " Pupil Teacher System" is the only provision for the training of teachers. 
21. Yes. 
22. Any of the larger schools, well officered and found in material, could be used as a Model School.. 

The essential point is that the Principal shall be able to train teachers, and shall have under his authority a 
permanent staff s11fficient to relieve him from ordinary class teaching. 

23. There is difficulty in obtaining the services of male pupil teachers, especially in Launceston. 
24. The inferior prospect:;; of Public School teachers compared with those of persons choosing other 

occupations. . 
25. Female pupil. teachers are more readily obtained than male. . 

_ 26. An agreement similar to that prescribed 'in the English Code for the year is advisable. 
27. To amend the Pupil Teacher system, I would recommend the adoption of the scale provided for· 

Eng·lish Schools in last year's code ; wherein it is prescribed that no more than three pupil teachers be 
-allowed in a school where the Principal has no certificated assistant, and that no more than one additional 
pupil teacher be allowed for each certificated assistant. Our large schools depend too much on pupil 

· teachers, _who are taken into the service too young and too ignorant to give efficient help. Their day's work 
in school is too exhausting to perinit their doing justice to their own studies, and few pass t1ieir final examina
tion with credit, while a large per-centage fail. '.l'he reduced scale above-mentioned being adopted, I would 
recommend that double the number mentioned in the scale be appointed to each school, in order that every 

·pupil teacher may have a half-day for study, as the students in the English Training Colleges have, while· 
during the other half-day they are learning to teach. · 

28. On attainments and good servicc-(See the Board's Regulations, clauses 60 to 76 inclusive.) 
29. I have heard rumours concerning tl1e severity of individual teachers. No complaint has ever· 

1·eached me since the year 1877. 
30. It is not advisable to prohibit it entirely. 
31. Yes. 
32. Yes. 
33. It might be fot~nd practicable, in some sparsely-peopled districts, to establish scl1ools with a minim nm· 

of six or seven children attending under itinerant teachers giving two days a week to each of three schools. 
34. There is room for great improvement in the work -of night schools. The advantages they offer have· 

not, in the majoi·ity of districts, bee11- appreciated properly. A satisfactory attendance has seldom been 
maintained. Night scl10ols ought to be more generally established .. In a place where many youths past the· 
day-scl10ol age are very ignorant, a good staff of volunteer teachers· could, with professional advice,. 
effect a great amount of good. · 

35. The series recently adopted is suitable, 
36. lVIost of the teachers give Scripture lessons. ·The instruction is generally historical. Sometimes. 

moral lessons are deduced from the Scripture narratives, but not judiciously in all cases. I have heard 
doctrinal teaching. · . _ 

37. Roman Catholic parents generally object to their children attending the Scripture lessons given by 
Protestant teachers. Some have expressed to me such objections. Where objection is made the children 
wmain out of doors during the first half-hour in the morning.· · 

38. In the new series recently adopted there are no lessons of a professedly religions character. I never· 
heard of parents objecting to those in the old series. 

39. It is desirable for all cl1ildren to be made properly acquainted with the Bible ; but, in the present. 
state of opinion, it is not with justice practicable to have it read or taught in the Public Schools. · 

40. Yes. 
41. Yes. 
42. Among Englisli-speaking people tl1e Kindergarten system has, I believe; been most largely adopted 

in America. With educationists tl1ere, opinions vary as to its merits. I approve of its fundamental 
principle, viz.-the necessity for keeping children busy and interested, giving them healthy physical exercise,. 
and suitable training in perception and reasoning. In a modified- form the system could· with advantage be· 
adopted in our schools. 

43. Not generally. 
44. Yes. 
45. No. 
46. I have. never observed or heard of any such effect on the school, or on individual scholars ; but it 

is generally found that free certificates granted to one family make others unwilling to pay fees. 
47. I do not consider it desirable. Free S.cl1ool~, in the same town or district with schools for poor 

people where fees are clmrged, lmve a pauperising effect, like the-" free certificate" system. They a1'e very· 
&lifferent from Frne Schools open to all, without any poverty qualification. 
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· 48. I should be in favour of making the Public Schools free to·alt Any exception would give.them a 
·,pauperising influence. State-bestowed. benefits open to all do not pauperise people; but those for which 
-they must pl~ad poverty do, unless they are accompanied-with disagreeable hardships. · Any such qualifica- · 
tion to the benefits afforded by the Public Schools would defeat the purpose of their existence,. and be··unjust 

·to the children; · . · . . · . · · 
· 49. I consider it most expedient to make up the difference in cost b_y loeal _taxation. 

50. I believe that they are not as good. , 
51. They have not hitherto received any portion of the fees. · 
52. It is generally a sufficient payment by results when a· teacher is promoted for good service, and 

. degraded or dismissed for negligence or inefficiency. The system of payment by results, as gene1q,lly under
stood, has a tendency to narrow the instruction and make it too mechanical Inspectors feel constrained to 
·allow ·a "pass" to all that reach their· minimum standards, while valuable results_ that cannot be tabulated 
earn no pecuniary recompense. , 

53. Fairly well. Cramming is prevented as far as possible. The advanced classes participate in the 
· instruction given to intending candidates. No case of neglect of a teacller's proper work for the sake 
, of candidates has ever come under my notice. 

54. It has been usual. 
55. I consider them suitable. 
56. I can suggest no better, means than tho&e at present available, except the establishment of Public 

Grammar Schools in large centres of population: In such schools all pupils reaching a satisfactory standard 
in the primary schools or elsewhere might have their education continued if their ,parents so wished it. 

. 57. For children under twelve years of age Euclid is too severe a study, but elementary Latin might 
·:be taught without forcing their mental powers or hindering their instruction in more important subjects. 

58. Many buildings, the property of religious bodies, are still used as Public Schools. Their use is 
-open to these objections :- · . , · . 

Under a divided responsibility as to the safety of the buildings and furnitm·e avoidable damage frequently 
occurs. · · 

The internal arrangements of the school are generally cramped by tl~e floor space being encumbered 
· with chapel furniture. · . . . 

Schools held in Church buildings are readily believed · to be denominational, and in some cases their 
usefulness has been thus impaired.. · . . 

59. Under exceptional circumstances, school-rooms vested in the Board are allowed · for religious 
·purposes. It is not desirable that they should be so used. . . · · 

: 60. No.-:-( See my General Report for the year ,1877, pag~ 15 of the Board's Annual Report.) -· 
· 61. The ratification of all appointments of teachers, and their promotion from class to class, ought t11 

be retained· by the Central Board ; but it would be advisable that the ·selection and nomination of teachers 
to vacancies should devo~ve on pioperly constituted Local School· Boards. 

62. I would recommend as a salutary change a considerable amount of local self~government witJi 
regard to Public Education. It would be advisable, I consider, to declare throughout the Colony compre
)1.ensive School Dist_ricts, and to make the establishment of a School Board imperative on every dist1;ict, t~1e 
ratepayers electing the _members. The Boards should be . empowered to levy• a· rate for the maintenance, 

,cleaning, and warming of school buildings; the provision of apparatus; and the subsidising of the Govern
ment salaries received by the teachers, a minimum subsidy in proportion to salary being prescribed, but 

,,discretion allowed to Local Boards in exceeding the minimum. The local authorities ought to have. the 
duty of selecting and nominating te_achers for appointment to vacancies, with tlrn strictly enforced condition 

·that their qualifications shall be approved by the Board of Education. In cases of. alleged misconduct on 
the part of teachers the local authorities ought to enquire and adjudicate, subject to appeal to the Hoard of 
Education. The Local Boards should also be empowered to grant occasional holidays, not amounting, with 
the annual vacation, to more than six weeks in 01:i.e year ; to use the school-rooms, or to grant their use, for 

--such local purposes as might not interfere with the proper conduct of the schools; and to fix the pei·iods of 
·the annual vacation to suidocal convenience. On the Local Boards should also devolve the duty of deter
mining the number of. schools required in the districts .and their position. · The Boards ought to bi armed 
with authority sufficient to make the compulsory law effectual ; and, _with this view, they ough~ to have 
power to inspect Private Schools in orde,r to ascertain their sanitary condition, the attendance, and the 

,standards of proficiency attained. I qelieve that local self~government in education, with discretionary 
power to increase teachers' emoluments, would result in a healthy competition ·fer. the services of good 

·teachers, and soon make a satisfactory supply available. 

Ansmm-s by .A. DORAN, Esq., Iruipector of &lwols. 

1. In the three essential subjects th_e standard is, in my opinion, higli enough in Classes I. to· IV.; in 
V. and VI. it could be raised· to advantage. In other subjects the programme is rather indefinite, and 
no provision is mad_e for elementary science. · 

Not necessarily .. Various higher subjects of insti-uction form part of the curriculum of good privute 
,schools which, for obvious reasons, do not enter into t]1e ·Public School. course .. · · · 

2. Speaking generally, satisfactory proficiency is attained .. 
3. I ·believe so ; but, as I have held only one annual examination of the schools in my district, I I1ave 

no records in my possession which would enable me to speak with certainty on this matte!'.. 
4. I have not examined any town school, but it is reasonable to suppose that the teachers of ·town. 

,schools, who have had greatel' experience in school management · and work under fa:vourable conditions,,. 
·:would have- better results to show. · · 
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I Iia~e not obser~ed any m~rked difference in degree of proficiency between the schools of particular· 

districts. As a rule, the standard in thinly peopled districts is lower than that in large centres of population. 
5. In. many· instances the causes specified operate conjointly to produce a low standard. Absence of 

special training for the scholastic profession and irregular attendance are the chief causes. 
6. As I had not previously inspected many schools which were examined by me in the latter half of· 

last year, comparison of the published results of examination would furnish no reliable data on the heads 
mentioned. 

7. It is not. 
8. Chiefly to the defective working of the compulsory .clauses of the Act. 
9. The difficulty would, to some extent, be obviated by empowering Local Boards, with the approval 

of the Central Board, to alter the annual vacation to a time convenient to the district. In addition to this 
a pass in a particular standard should be required to exempt a child from attendance at such times. 

10. The employment of children who have not passed a prescribed standard of competency should be-· 
prohibited. · · · · . 

11. No. · The evidence of the Visiting Officer before the Select Committee seems conclusive. I have· 
no further information on this matter. 

12. Yes; an attendance of30 days each quarter should be compulsory. 
13. No ; I do not approve of the system as at present administered. 
I venture to offer the following suggestions, which have been urged elsewhere :-

. i. A standard of regular attendance of 30 days in each quarter should be prescribed. 
ii. The limits of age should be altered to 6-12, subject to the attainment of a prescribed standard 

of competency. · · 
iii. The grounds of exemption from attendance should be more stringent, and clearly defined. 
iv. The statutable distance should be determined by the School Board. 
v. Every teacher should be required to furnish a return of irregular attendants, with a statement of· 

the parents' reasons for the absence of their children. 
vi. An attendance register should be kept- at private schools. 

·vii. Truant children who are ·not amenable to parental control should be punished. 
viii. Fines for non-attendance should be expended on ·repairs antl improvements of schools. 

14. -~ es ; no cases of irregulm;ity of conduct have come under my n_otice on the part of the teachers in 
my district. . . . . . . 

15. It is as efficient as can be expected in the absence of any special provision for training teachers. 
16. Through limited experience I am unable to give a definite opinion on this matter. 
17. In ability to maintain discipline and in teaching power. 
18. It is not. The examination for teachers in the J<'omth or Probationary Class should embrace the· 

entire progrnmme of instruction. In the other classes the range of subjects is too limited, and the standard 
-not high enough. "The rules •?iith rega_rd to the Examination and Classification of Teachers require· 
revision. · 

1_9. Either of these altematives is possible ; but it seems to me for many reasons desirable that we
;should make better provision for the training of teachers ourselves, who would thus, at an early stage, form 
a practical acquaintance with the special requirements of our own educational system. . 

20. At present very little provision is .made for training teachers. The practice prevails . of drafting a 
pi·obationary teacher, after he has passed a satisfactory examination, to a good school for a limited period 
to learn school management. 

21. Such a school is a great desideratum. . 
22. I have not had sufficient opportunity of observing the organization of Model Schools to enable me to· 

offer any practical suggestions on this suqject. . 
23. I believe it is difficult to obtain the services of eligible pupil teachers. · 
24. Distaste for the vocation, and the rate of remuneration. 
25. I believe female pupil teachers are more readily procured. 
26. Pupil teachers should be required to sign indentures liere, as in England, but "at the close of tlieir · 

engagement they should be perfectly free in the choice of employment. If they wished to continue in the 
work of education they might become assistants in elementary schools, or provisionally certificated for 
immediate service in the charge of small schools." 

27. Ex-pupil teacliers might be appointecl'as temporary assistants at an increased salary. 
28. The information is contained in Rules and Regulations (60-76). 
29. No complaints have been made to me. .· . 
30. No; it should be resei·ved for serious cases of misconduct. A corporal punishment book should be· 

kept, in which the circumstances of each c~se _in which _corporal punishment is used should be recorded. It 
~hould not be administered in the presence ofthe'entire ·schooL · 

31.- I should like to see the distance extended to three miles; in some cases I know the children come 
:five miles daily with great regularity. 'l'he establishment of the half-time schools would depend upon local 
circumst;mces,-e.g., whether the centres of pop1ilation wliich support the half-time schools were not too far· 
from one another to prevent the teache1·'s travelling to and from them. 

32. Yes ; the distance might be incre.ased to three miles, with a discretiona,ry power on the part of tlie·· 
Local Board to reduce the radius in exceptional cases. 

33. • Where the children are too scattered to admit of the establishment of a ·permanent school, third-
time schools, or a system of itinerating teachers, might supply its place.· 

34. Yes ; particularly in towns "to provide means of improvement for adults and· for youths who are -
· prevented from attending the day schools by reason of some useful employment. :Special attention should 
be given to certain industrial, studies, as book-keeping, &c." 

35. The series in use is incomplete. I should prefer the " Royal Readers" ( Collins & Co.) 
36. Speaking generally, provision is made for Script.me lessons in the time-tables of. the schools in my. 

district, 9-9·30 A.M. As far as I know, the lessons are of a historical and preceptive character. 
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37. I _have been informed that ,it is so regarded by some parents. 
38. I arri not. · · · 
39. It seems to me, for many reasons, inexpedient that the tea~hers in State Schools shou_id be required 

to give Bible lessons. · · · 
40. Certainly. Scarcely any provision is made for systematic physical education in our schools, in 

_favour of which so many reasons exist. . . . · 
41. Yes; it is wearisome to young children through not' presenting sufficient variety of subject, and renders 

the maintenance of discipline difficult, besides giving unpleasant associations with the thought of learning. 
. 42. We have recent testimony as to its effectiveness: J. _G. Fitch (Lectures on Teaching, p. 197)

" Experience shows -.that children who have been disciplined on this system are forind (1) to have got the 
. rudiments of writing, counting, and drawing, and to be better prepared for the ordinary subjects of school 
instruct.ion than others; and (2) to have obtained in an indirect way a goo_d deal of useful training, which 
shows itself in quickened sensibility and prompter intelligence." It cultivates the faculty of observation, 
but does little or nothing to encourage reflection. As the success of 'Frobel's method depends in a· great 
degree on the teacher's personal qualifications, it would be undesirable to adopt it without some special 
means for training teachers in its principles. · : . 

43. Object lessons are given on the topics mentioned, and a good deal of information is contained in 
the r.eading-books .in use. · . 

44. _I do.not think it possible to impart technical instruction in the Public Schools without encroaching 
on the time required for other subjects. Technical education may well be -left to Science and Art and 
Industrial Schools.-(Vide· Science and Culture, Huxley, p. 72. Transactions of Social Science Congress, 
1879, p. 406.) 

45. N 9 complaints have yet reached me·on this matter. 
46. It has a tendency to that effect. The abolition of a differential scale of fees would give rise to an 

improved tone in the school as a whole by removing the grounds of the invidious distinction that now exists, 
and would preclude jealousy and irritation on the pai,t of individual scholal's. · · 

47. It would be desirable, to remove all need for their establishment by making the educational system 
entirely free. . · . . 

48. I should be in favour of making the Public Schools free to all children. · · 
49. Out of General Revenue. . 
50. As compared with Victoria, we.find-that in that Colony with regard to incomes, "the six highest 

paid to. male teachers ranged from £477 18s. to £515 18s.; and to the _six highest female teachers, from 
£312 lls. to £320 13s. The six_ lowest paid to male teachers are £93' 10s. up to £100 12s.; and to female 
teachers, the lowest_ £73 up to £78 17s. Pupil Teachers.-The males for their four years get respectively 
£20, £30, £40, and £50 per annum ; and the.female pupil teachers, £16, £24, £32, and £40 respectively. 
Workmistresses are paid £30 a year." These incomes represent a higher average than obtains in Tasmania. 
Upon the whole I think the incomes of the teachers of all classes are fairly good as compared with those in 
other countries, but -those of head teachers are liable to great irregularity and considerable fluctuations 
through·school fees. . . . • · . . 

51. By a recent regulation thei~· salaries are supplemented by the addition of 10 per cent. of the school 
fees. · 

52. I approve of a system of partial payment by results, in which the quality as well as tlie number of 
passes would be taken into account and the general merit of the school. The reason in favour of such a 
system is that it acts as a direct incentive to the production of fair average proficiency. Against the system 
of partial payment by results it is argued as follows:-" Its details presuppose in all childi·en ability to make 
equal progress in a given time, and since in practice this would show an enormous amount of failure, unless 
a rather low standardof attainments were fixed, the requirement almost necessarily becomes the al.,ility to 
1·each a low minimum standard in each subject of examination. The quality of the passes should -be taken 
into account, as well as the proportion in the higher standards, and. further, an estimate should be formed of 
all the •important elements in a school's clrnracter,-the staff, the tone, the discipline, the order, routine 
arrangements, the nature and extent of special instruction in additiorn1J subjects, such as music, drill, science, 
and literature. According to the average or total marks under all these heads, percentage of passes being 
one, schools might be . divided into degrees of merit,. and the grant allotted by ·allowing so many shillings 
per head on the average.attendance, the amount of the capitation to vary ,,;ith the merit cif the school."
(Transactions Social Science Congress, 1879, p. 408.) A system of entire payment by results, as generally 
understood, would be unsuited to the requirements of the Colony, and would result in a serious waste of 
either effective teaching po'wer or perpetuate the employment of inefficient teache1:s. 

53.- Very well. It promotes the general efficiency by offering substantial re,vards as inducements to 
progress, and thereby arousing a spirit of emulation in the.scholars. _It raises•the status·ofthe school by 
the improvement in tone that results from consideration of the performances of competitors for. the 
Exhibitions. The Board Exhibitions have had indirectly a salutary effect in raising the standard of 'highe1· 
education· in this Colony from the fact that the exhibitioners have induced keener competition for the most 
substantial rewards of the educational system. . 

· No ; it has a beneficial effect. I believe it is very excepti<;mal for a teacher to neglect his duties foe 
the sake of a comp.etitor for the prizes of the system. · . 

54. Yes ; a return would show that many had acquitted themselves creditably. 
55. I can offer no reasonable objection to the mode of preparation so far as it lias_ come under my 

notice ; and the standard is well suited to the age, class, and circumstances of the scholars. · · 
56. The pi·esent system c9ntinues to work well, and I am, unable to suggest a better. 
57. No; the candidate for Public School Exhibitions would acquire no satisfactory proficiency in. 

Latin and Euclid, which are more advantageously begun at the superior school. · 
58. Many of the. school buildings in my district are the property of religious bodies. From their 

construction they are unsuitable for school purposes,_:_e .. 'J., the Chairman of a Local School Board writes: 
"I think it desirable to ·draw the attention of the Central Bo:ud to the fact that there is very inferior 
accommodation for school purposes, the present building ( the church) being destitute bf a :fireplace for the 
winter months, ant1 rt any rate too cramped." ·· 
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. They are deficient .in_.point of light, heat, and ventil~tion, and ill-adapted .for the arrangement of school 
apparatus and the rogal}ization of classes. . · 
. · •. 59. In ,some. instances, ·with the sanction of the Central Board. 

It is not desirable; from the fact that trouble is sometimes caused to the teacher through his having to 
clean the room and re-arrano-e the furniture. · . 

60: Much of'the older furniture is unsµitable; recent issues are of a ·superior and substantial character. 
61. Lam of opinion 'that this pqwer should be vested in the central authority . 
. As a precaution against an undesirable appointment, it seems advisable, that the Local Board should 

hav.e the power " to decide whether they will receive into the distri~t' a teacher who. has peen suspended 
during the last year, or at ~ny time ·fom9ved from -his. post for misconduct, the department b!ling bound to 
give the Board notice beforehand in, all such cases."·. . · . . · . . . 

62. (a:) It seems advisable to assimilate the general c,ontrol of our educational system t_o that which 
obtains in· the adjacent colonies; by the appointment of a Minister of Education, without radically changing 
its distinctive features. . . . 
· · (b.), Much could be done towards .securing the objects named_ by reconstituting Local :Boards, 

and i~vesting them with a ju~icious increase of authority.· 

QUESTIONS to be answered by Local School Boards, t,;ansmitted by tlte Royal Commission on 
Education; 

1. State description of School Buildings, whether brick, stone, or wood; -and: give dimensions of . 
length, breadth, and height of all the rooms ? ·. ·. · _ 

2. State whether the building is vested in the )3oard of Education; or on w:hat tenure it is held. 
3. Does the building afford the necessary accommodation for the pupils in attendance ? 

· 4. Are there suit~ble outquiidings· and an ample playground? and what is the extent and. chai:acter ·of 
the playground? , · · ·. . 

5. [s ther~ a Teacher's residence with the school ·property? if. so, is it detached? · and what is the 
extent of the accommodation ? . . • · 

6. In what state of repair are the school premises, including the Teacher's residence, •if any? 
7. Has application been. made, and'when, for repah:s, improvement, or enlargement? a~d, if so, ,vith 

~hat results ? · . · . . . · · 
8. Is any ·repair, enlargement, or improvement of the school premises i·equired .now for which .applica-

tion has not been made? if so, describe them-?. · · 
9. Ar~ the school furniture and appliances generally suitable and sufficient? · 

• · 10. State the number' of Local Board meetings held each year for the last 'five years, and give. reasons 
for failing to hold such meetings ? . .' · · · · . 

ll. State wi1ether the communic_ations made by 'the Local _Board to ·the Central Board have generally 
been promptly attended to? 

· · · 12. Does the T_eacher; during any portion of the hour from 9 to 10 A.M., regularly impart religious 
instruction in Scripture History- and Narrative? . . 

13. Is the Teacher careful to ascertain the views of parents regarding the religious instruction of their 
children, as directed by Rule 4 of. Rules and Regulations? · · · ' · · . 

14. Does the Teacher use any other reading· books th;rn those approved of by the Central :,3oard? 
15. ·Ifave you l1eard any complaints that the Teachers impart ·denomip.ational or sectarian rather than 

.general religious teaching· ? . . .. . . , . . . . . 
16. Have objections to_ relig·ious instruction led to the withdrawa,l of any children from your School? 
17. Do M_inisters of Religion ever attend your school to impart religious instrnction: to children of 

thei1: own denominations ? · · . . · . 

18. How many such visits have been paid by Ministers during the past year? and, if made by more 
thari one Minister, how many have been made by each? ·. 

19. _About what proportion of the children generally receive such ·instruction from the Clergy? 
20. Is· the comfort of the children duly seemed in. cold weather, and at whose expense is the firing 

provided? · 

21. What number of scholars were on the rolls for the'last three years, and what was the average 
.attendance? 

22. Is the attend~nce of any children pmcured by the enforcement of compulsory measures ? 
23. Are compulsory measures always .resorted to in all known cases of non-attendance of children who 

might well attend school? and, if not, state whether any special or general reason ·exists for such failure -to 
have reso1:t to compulsioi1? · · . . . . · . . 

24. Can you give us any instances in which regularity of attendance has been procured· by compulsory 
measures? · · 0 

• •• 

25. Does.the _Board res<:>rt to persuasive ra.ther than ·compulsory m~asme with the parents. of non-
:attending children, and with what' success? . . . · · . · . . · 

26. Do individual members of the Local Board frequently visit the· School ? 
27. Are official visits of the Board paid to the School, and with what frequency? 
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28. How often havereports.bee:µ 13ent by the.Local Board to the Central Board ead1.year during_, :thee 
last fiye years? 

29. Do these reports, when sent, always proceed from the Board at any of its meetings,· or do they 
most frequently proceed from the Chairman alone without the knowledge of the other Members of.the Boardi? 

30. How many children are there in the School paying reduced fees, and how many on the free list? 
31. Does tlie Tea,cher admit scholars at reduced rates, or receive . any as free scholars;' without the 

knowledge or sanction of the Board? · 
32. Are any scholars on the free list whose parents are able to pay the ordinary or reduced fees? . 
33. Has the Teacher much difficulty in collecting his fees, and is he frequently compelled to take pay-

ment in kind instead of cash? · . · · 
34. Is the school building used for religious or for public meetings or entertainments ? 
35. If used for religious purposes, state for what denomi~ations, and how often used ? 
36. Does the use-of the school-room for religious or other purposes cahse any dissatisfaction among the 

parents, or interfere _in any way with the order, conduct, and welfare of the school? · 
37. Is_ corporal punishment much employed in the School? · 
38. Are any complaints made by parents of the infliction of corporal punishment on the children ? 
39. Will you as~e~t:iin, by careful enquiry, how many ·children of your School attend Sunday School? 
40. Is the school building kept clean, and at whose charge is it so kept? 

· 41. Would you deem it desirable that the distance from which atten~ance at school is compulsory 
should .be extended from two to three miles. during any part of the year? . 

42. Does the Board ever visit the School for the purpose of inspection or examination, ai1d would tl1e 
Board desire to have authority under regt1lation to_ do so? 

43. Do you consider that the constitution of Local School"Boards would be improved if Members were 
elected (in whole or part) by ratepayers or otherwise? · 

44. Do you think that Local Boards would be more ·efficient if they were redu~ed in number and 
groups of schools were placed under control of each Board? · 

45. What is your opinion of the suitability. of the books used in Public Schools for the purpose of 
instruction ? 

46. To what extent do you agree with the following recommendations of the · Select Committee on 
Education, 1882.:.:_ 

Extension qf Porvers of Local Boards .. 
(a.) All communications or reports made by or to the Teacher should pass through the Local Board. 
(b.) While the ·power of appointment and promotipn of Teachers should· be vested in the paid head of 

the department (subject to approval by the Minister of the .Crown), no appointment should be 
made to oi· promotion in a Public School without the approval of the Local Board, and 
simih:1,rly the recommendation by a Local Board that a Teacher should be reduced or dismissed 
should at least be ·reO'arded as adequate reason for the removal of such Teacher. · · 

(c.) Local Boards should liave the powe1: of deciding whether the minimum or maximum ages of 
compulsory attendance require alteration to meet the particular circumstances_ of their district ; 
also_ of extending or reducing the maximum radius prescribed for compulsory attendance where 
local conditions make such alteration desirable. . 

(d.) To the Local School Board should be given the power of closing the School up.on any emergency 
arising to necessitate such a course; also of giving a holiday for one clay, and of excusing the 
attendance of children whose labour during harvest time is necessary to their parents or rela

. tives,-this power being practically conferred upon a Local Board by the cl!!,use of the Com-
, pulsory Act above referred to. 

(e.) It should be left to the discretion of the Local Board to authorise the use of a Public School~( out 
of school hours) for other than school purposes. . 

(f.) Local School Boards should be empowered and required to inspect their Schools t1',ice a year, and 
to submit a report of such inspection to the Director of Education; a copy ·of such repoit being 
given to the Teacher for his information, and any necessary comment or explanation. · 

(g.) The power of establishing Nig'ht Schools in conformity\vith Regulations should be vested in the 
Local Boards. · 

(h.) To Local Boards should be entrusted the power of arranging for firing, and effecting. or' petty 
repairs, a sufficient sum being allotted in each case by the responsible Minister for the latter 
purpose, while the firing might be provided for by a small local rate or arrangement with those 
in the neighbourhood who are interested in school work. · 

(i.) A standard of regular attendance should be fixed, subject to such exceptions as may be made by 
Local Boards for good or sufficient reason. · . 

' (j.) A standard of competency should be prescribed, and children who have reached that standard shall 
ieceive certificates relieving them from all necessity of compulsory attendance. 

(h.). Factory employe law for prevention of employment of children under 12 years of age in factories. 
(l.) Establishment of Training School for Teachers. . . 
47. Is it, in your opinion, desirable that encouragement shou.ld be given to the· establishment of Night 

Schools and Half-time Schools? · 

48; Do you think the system of Public Primary Education should be extended in the direction of 
Infant Schools (Kindergarten system), Industrial Schools, Ragged Schools for orphans and neglected 
children, and Reformatories for youthful convicted criminals? 
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THE following gentlemen · have forwarde~ -replies_ from the Local School Boards of· which· they are 
Chairmen:-

1. Trin~ty Hill, Rev. G. W. Shoobridge. 
. 2 .. St. Michael's, James C.o·ope. 
3. Penguin Creek, Thomas M. Clerke. . • . 
4. Stanley (Circular Head), George Anderson. 
5. Forest (Circular Head),.George Anderson .. 
6. Black River, 'George Anderson. 
7. New Town, Rev. Canon Mason. 
8. N orthdown, E. R. Thomas. 
9. Dover (Port Esperance ), David C11apman. 

10. N ortl1 Motton, Major Patrick Callaghan. 
ll. Longley, Rev. W. _Blackett. 
12. Epping, W. H. Gibson. 
13. Longford, :Rev. J. J. M'Kernan. 
14. Black Brnsh, J'eremiah Tonks. 
15. Scottsdale, J olm Cunningham. 
16. Franklin, Rev. J. M. Bayley. 
17. Green Ponds, Thos. Gorringe. 
18. Castra Road, Colonel A. Crawford. 
19. Pontville, J. J. Butler. 
20. Wynyard, A. H. Boyd. 
2L Richmond, W. C. Simmons. 
22. Constitution Hill, F. F.- Butler. 
23. Sorell, E~ R. .. Bi.lton. 
24. Mole Creek, Henry Rockliff, jun. 
25. Hamilton-on-Forth, E. N. C. Braddon,M.H.A. 
26. Margate, John R. Worsley. · 
27. Jerusalem, Alfred Nichols. 
28. South Arm, G. H. B. Gellibrand. 
29. Oyster Cove, A. H. Smith. 
30. Emu Bay, Robert A. Murray. 
31. Ringarooma, A. R. W ettenhall. 
32. Dulcot, Rev. D. B. Tinning.· 
33. Beaconsfield, Charles Baird: 
34. Cressy, Rev. J.M. Norman. . 
35. Somerset (River Cam), C. J. M'Kenzie. 
36. Mud~y Plains, William May. 
37. Hagley, Col. R. C. D. Home. 
38. Springfield, H. _A. Percy. 
39. Lowe1· J erusa.lem, William Greenlaw. 
40. Swa.ns·ea, Fredk. ·shaw. 
41. Honeywood, Osborne .Geeves. 

42. Forcett; Robert Rcilli~gs. . 
43. Wattle Grove, J.'H: Walter . 
44. Bracknell, Isaac Lansdell. 
45. Rose Vale, Rev; W. Law. 
46. Hastings, John Hay (Tertius). 
47. _Flowerdale, Geo. Easton. 
48. Port Cygnet, Henry Garth. 
49. Frederick-street, Laimceston, Rev. Chas. ·Price. 
50. Brown's River, Charles Harrisson. · · 
51. Winkleigh, A. Campbell. 
52. Long Bay and Three Hut Point, F. H. Ward. 
53. Nugent, Amos Hayton. 
54. ·Murray-street, Rev. G. W. Shoobridge. · 
55. Kellevie, Richard Copping. 
56. Molesworth, Alfred Sawyer. 
57. Don, Thomas W. Hardy. 
58. Macquarie-street, G. P. Adams. 
59. Macquarie Plains, Rev. T. Garrard. 
60. Orford, J. C. Turvey. 
61. Sass_afras, J olm Rockliff. . . 
62. Campbell Town, Charles H. Leake, M.L.C. 
63. Gould's Country, A. Johnston. 
64. St. Leonard's, Rev. A. Cass. 
65. Torquay, A. Young. 
66. White Hills, Rev. A. Cass. 
67. Bathurst-street, Chas. E. Walch. 
68. Upper Piper's River, William Wilson. 
69. Turner's Marsh, 'William Wilson. 
70. Ulverstone, A. G. Dixon. 
71. Battery Point, L. R. C4stray. 
72. Irish Town, Rev. J. J. M'Kernan. 
73. Rokeby,. C. F. Percy. 
74. Elizabeth-street, Launceston, Rev. J as. Lindsay. 
75. Red Hills, Rev. J. Evans. 
76. Abbotsham, A. M. Reid. 
77. Waratah, _Jas. Seagrave. 
78. Gleno-arry, Robert Lamont. 
79. Wattle Hill, John Walkei·, jnn. 
80. Sandy Bay, F. W. Mitchell. 
81. Lcfroy, C. D. Sullivan. 
82. Spring Bay, G. A. Mace. 

[The figures indicate the parties whose answers are given to the several questions as they correspond with 
. . . those in the list above.] 

Question 1. State description qf School Buildings, wlwtlwi- l)'}'iclt, stone, or n,ood; and gfre dimensions 
of lengtlt, breadth, and lteigltt qf all th(J 1·ooms. · · 

1. Two rooms, one 66 by 42 feet, and the other 40 by 21 feet, each 16 feet high. . . 
2. Wood. Leng'th of room, 24 feet ; height, 8 feet 6 inches ; width, 12 feet ; skillion rooms, 12 feet 

each.; height, 9 feet 6 inches. 
3. W ood-18 by 30 feet, by 10 feet high. . 
4. School-room-39 by 20 feet, and_ 14 feet high; class-room, 9 by 20 feet, and 14 feet high. Teacher's 

1·esidence-Six rooms: two each 13 feet 6 inches by 14 feet by 10; one, 13 feet 6 inches by ll feet 6 inches 
by 10 feet; one, 1~ by 10 feet by 7; one, 14 feet 6inches. by 13 feet 6 inches by 9 feet 10 inches; one; 14 
by 13 feet 6 inches by 9 feet 10 inches. . · · · . 

5. School-room-Length, 21 by 16 feet; height, 8 feet. Teacher's residence-One room, 16 by 12 by 
8 feet ; one, 12 by 8 by 8 foet ; one, 10 by 8 by 8 feet. · · 

6. vVood, on _a stone foundation. School-room, 25 by 15 by 12 feet; sitting-room, 12 by 10 by 10 
feet ; bed-room, 15 by 8 by 10 feet; kitchen, 15 by 15 by 10 feet; store-room, 10 by 5 by 8 feet. · 

7. Stone. The school-room is 60 by 25 feet and 18 feet high ; class-room, 18 by 14 feet, and 10 feet 
high. There are two entrance-porches, with hat and cloa.k-racks,-one for the boys and one for the girls. 

8. "\Voocl-T!'our rooms and two attics. School-room, 27 feet 6 inches by 14 feet by 10 feet 6 inches.· 
9. vVeatherboard, plastered inside, on stone foundation. Principal room, 33 by 18 by 12 feet; cloak

room and class-room, 14 feet 8 inches by 12 feet, and 10 feet high. 
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10. One room-30 by 15 by 11 feet. 
lL W ood-24 by 16 by 8 foet. 
12. Wood, stone foundation. School-room, 25 by 15 by ll- feet. 
13. Brick-50 feet long, 20 feet wide, 14 feet high. · 
14. Stone building. School-room, 28 by 15 by 10 feet; four other rooms of ample size, and detached 

kitchen. · · 
15. Wood. One room, 50 by 15 by 8 feet. 
16. Brick. Large room, 40 by 20 by 12 feet ; class-room, 16 by 16 feet. 
17. Brick. School-room, 27 by 23 by 10 feet 9 inches. 
18. Wood. School-room, 39 by 14-1,- by 9 feet. , 
19. Stone. School-room, 29 feet 6 !nches by 17 feet by 11 feet 6 inches ; class-rooin, 15 feet 6 inches 

by 14 feet by 11 feet 6 inches. 
20. W ood--:-37 by 18 by 11 feet. 

· 21. Stone. School-room, 32 by 16 by 10 feet ; class-room, 20 by 13 by 10 feet ; two small rooms, 
each 13 by 10 by 10 feet. 

· 22. The school is held at the Baptist Chapel, rented from the trustees. for six months ; but a new 
school-house is nearly finished,-weatherboard, stone foundation. , 

23. Stone school-room, 35 by 15 feet; Nos. 1 and 2, 14 feet 6 inches by 12 feet each; No. 3, '9feet 
feet 6 inches by 9 feet ; No. 4, 16 feet 6 inches by 12 feet 6 inches ; !')ach room is 10 feet high. 
· 24. W ood-30 by 17 by 11 feet. · 

~5. Wood. School-room, 35 by 17 feet 3 inches by 14 feet. 
26. W ood-30 by 18 by 12 feet. . . 
27. Brick. Two i·ooms, 23 by 17 feet, and 12 by 12 feet. · 
28. Brick. School-room, 30 by 15 by 12 feet ; three small rooms, 12 by 9 by 8 feet. 
29. Wood. School-room, 30 by 15 by 10 feet. 
30. W ood-50 by 14 feet 6 inches by 8 feet 9 inches. 
31. 
32. Wood. School-room, 18 by 15 feet; class-rooin, 18 by 9 feet ; hat-room, 24 by 6 feet. 
33. School-room, 40 by 25 l>y 12 feet. 
34. Wood. · School-room, 50 by 18 by 11 feet. 
35. W ood-20 by 20 by 11 feet high in one room. . 
36. W oocl-12 by 15 feet. Teacher's rooms, two in number, 14 by 13 by 12 feet high; two back 

rooms, 14 by 10 by 8 feet high. 
37. One-brick. Dimensions of rooms in Hagley School-house :-Kitchen, 14 by 14 feet 6 inches; 

No. 1, 16 by 12 feet; No. 2, 16 by 16 feet; No. 3, 16 feet 6 inches by 10 feet; upstairs, No. 4, 16 by 16 
feet; ·No. 5, 16 by 12 feet; No. 6, 16 by 13 feet 6 inches; No. 7, 8 by 6 feet ; passage, 14 by 4, 8 by 16, 
and 16 by 4 feet;-each room 10 feet high; · class-room, 23 by 15 by 13 feet 6 inches; school-room, _40 by 
20 by 13 feet 6 inches. . 

38. W ood-'-22 by 14 feet, 1~ feet length of stud. 
· 39. Brick-26 by 22 by 9 feet high. _ 
40. Stone. School-room, 25 by 17 by 13 feet 6 inches; class-room, 17 by 14 by 13 feet 6 inches. 
41. ·wood, stone foundation-40 by 20 feet ; height; 10 feet. . 
42. Weatherboard building, on stone foundation. The school-room measui:es 30 feet 2 inches by 14 

feet 8 inches by 9 feet, and is the only room used for school purposes. It is provided with two fire-places. 
43. W ood-26 feet long by 26 feet. 
44. Wood, on stone foundation. One room, 15 feet 5 inches by 29 feet 5 inches; 9 feet high. 
45. One room of wood-Length, 30 feet ; breadth, 15 feet ; height, 10 feet. 
46. Hardwood-40 by 20 by 13 feet, one room. 
47. One wooden building-20 feet 5 inches by 15 feet 5 inches ; height, 14 feet. 
48. Wood. One room, 40 feet 8 inches by 14 feet 7 inches ; 9 feet high. 
49. Wood, on stone foundation-40 by 18 feet; height, 18 feet; class-room, 16 by 14 feet; height, 

ll feet. 
50. Brick. School-room, 45 feet lonD', 35 feet broad; walls, 14 feet ; 25 feet to roof. Residence, -four 

rooms, 11 feet 6 inches by 14 feet 6 inches~ · 
51. Good substantial wooden buildings. One room, a porch, with brick chimney, 30 by 15 feet-; 10 

feet high. , . 
52. Wood, Gordon-25 by 18 by 10 feet. Ditto, Long Bay-32 by 16 by 12 feet. 
53. Wood. School-room, 20 by 14 by 10 feet 6 inches; living-rooms, 12 by 12 by 9 feet, and 12 by 

10 by 9 feet. . 
54. Brick. Two rooms: one, 60 by 24 by 11 feet ; and the infant-room, 20 by 24 by 11 feet, 
55. Wood-31 by 17 by 10 feet. · ,_ 
56. Weatherboard, stone foundation, and brick chimneys. School-room, 24 by 14 by 10 feet ; teacher's 

dwelling, 12 by 12 by 10 feet; each dining-room and bed-room, kitchen and lobby at back, 12 by 12 feet 
and 6 by 6 feet. . · 

57; Wood. Length, 50 feet; breadth, 20 feet; height, 12 feet. 
58. Stone. School-room-Length, 7,5 feet; average breadth, 24 feet; average height, 20 feet. Class

room-Length, 12 feet; breadth, 12 feet; height, 8 feet. There are two rooms about the same size ai- the 
class-room, occL1pied by caretaker. 

. 59. W ood-32 feet 6 inches by 16 feet 6 inches; 10 feet 4 inches to wall-plates, 3 feet 10 inche 
ceiling. · 

60. Wood. Length, 20 by 10 feet, and 10 feet high. 
61. Wood. Length, 30 feet ; width, 18 feet; height, 12 feet. 
62. Brick, on stone foundations, in a reserve of five acres,-viz., half-acre scl~ool -premises, half-acre 

garden, four acres play-ground; one room, 13 by 10 feet 6 inches ; one, 15 by 13 feet·; one, 13 by 12 feet,-
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each 9 feet 6 inches in height; one, 13 by 12 feet; one, 13 by 13 feet,-each 9 feet· in height ;, school-room, 
45 by 20 feet, and 18 feet high ; class-room, 20 by 12 feet, and 12 feet high; porch, 17 by 7 feet, and 10 
feet high. 

63. Only one room (wooden)-32 by 18 feet; 10 feet high. · 
64. One. room ( stone )----41 feet 8 inches long, 17 feet 7 inches wide, 13 feet 2 inches high. 
65. Weatherboard, on. stone foundation. One room, 32 by 16 feet, 12 feet high ; one, 32 by 9 feet,, 

height 10 feet sloping to 7 feet. 
66. One room ( wood)-length, 22 feet 6 inches ; breadth, 13 feet; height, 13 feet. 
67. Brick. Two rooms, each 54 by 28 feet; 25 feet high to apex of roof; two rooms, each 22 by 21 

feet ; 19 feet high. · 
68. W ood-30 by 15 by 8 feet .. 
69. Wood-29 feet 8 inches by 17 feet 8 inches by 9 feet high, with an outer porch 8 by 6 feet. 
70. W ood---30 by 20 by 12 feet. Only one room. 
71. Stone school-room-ll0 by 16 by 13 feet; a recess, 28 by 20 by 13 feet; class-room, 28 by: 30 by 

I!rfeet. 
72. Wood. School-rooJTI, 24 feet long, 16 feet wide, 11 feet high; kitchen, 14 feet long, 12 feet wide, 

9 feet 6 inches high; .bed-room, ll feet long, 12 feet wide, 9 feet 6 inches high. 
73. Building, five-roomed weatherboarded cottage. School-room, 24 feet long, 10 feet high, 12 feet 

wide ; kitchen, 15 feet long, 7 feet high, 10 feet wide ; sittiug-room, 12 feet long, 10 feet wide, 8 feet high ; 
first bed-room, 10 feet long, 7 feet high, 10 feet wide ; second bed-room, 12 feet long, 9 feet wide, 8 feet 
high. . · · .. 

·74_ The first four questions need no reply, as a new and commodious school is in process of erectio·n. 
75. W ood-32 by ;16 feet, ll feet high to wall-plate. 
76. vV ood, stone foundation-'--29 by 17 by ll .feet. 
77. W ood----45 feet long, 20 feet broad, 13 feet high. 
78. W ood-30 by 15 by 10 feet. 
79. _Brick, with stone foundation. School-room, 25 by 16 feet 6 inches, and 14 feet high; parlour, 

16 by 13 feet 3 inches, and 9 feet high ; kitchen, 13 feet 3 inches by 10 feet 6 inches, and 9 feet high ; bed
rooms (upstairs), _13 feet 3"inches by 12 feet 9 inches high; ditto, 13 feet 3 inches by 10 feet 6 inches,-and 

. 8 feet high . 
. 80. Brick and shingled---37 feet in length ; 20 feet in width ; and 17 feet in height. 

. . 81. Wood, completely lined with pine----45 feet long, 18 feet 6 inches-wide; walls, 14 f~et to ceiling; 
with large porch and.brick chimney. Painted and varnished inside and out. . 

82. School-room and teacher's residence of stone, outbuildings of brick. School-room, 28 by 16 by 
I~ :feet; porch, 7 feet 6 inches by 7 feet 6 inches· by 9 feet. Rooms in residence-One, 16 by 14 by 10-feet 
6 inches; _one, 14 by 14 by 10 feet 6 inches; and one, 14 by 12 by 10 feet 6 inches; kitchen, 14 by 10-by· 
S'feet 6 inches. 

Question 2. State rvlwtlte1· tlte building is vested in tlte Board ef Education, 01· on rvltat te?iu1·e it is lwld? 

L .The property of the Church of England; rented by the Board:of Education for £30 a year, which 
sum must be expended in repairs. . . 

2. Vested in.the Board of Education. 
3. Leasehold, held from year to year. 
4: Vested·in the Board of Education. 
5. V ~sted in the .Anglican Synod Church Trustees. 
6, 7. Vested in the Board of Education. 
8. The building is the property of the Board. 
9. Vested in the Board of Education. . 
10. Rented from the Primitive Methodist Community at £5 per annum. 
ll, 12, 13, 14. Vested in the Board of Education. 
15. Gratuitously placed at the disposal of the.Board by the Trustees. 
16. Vested in the Board of Education. · 
17; Rented by the Board from year to year. · . 
18. Granted to Board of Education by Church of England, on condition of keeping it in repair. 
19. Rented by the Board of·Education. 
20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28. Vested in the Boar~ of Education. 
29. On sufferance. · 
30. Vested in the Board of Education. 
31. Rented. 
32. Rented at £6 per annum. 
33. Rented by .the week. 
34. Vested in the Board of Education. 
35. Rented from year to year. 
36, 37. Vested in the Board of Education. 
38. The Board of Education hold the building for school purposes until May 30th, 1883, conditional 

on,certain repairs being effected, which have been done. . . 
39. Leased by Board of Education for four years from November, 1880. 
40, 41, 42, 43, 44. Vested in the Board of Education. 
45. Belongs to the Congregational·Union of Tasmania, and is occupied by the Board of Education; 

rent, nil. · 
46. Yearly rental from the Good Templars. 
47, 48. Vested in the Board of Education. 
49. The Board's property. 
50. Board of Education hold.building· by lease for 21 years. 
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51. Building erected at two-thirds cost by Central Board, and one-third by the inhabitants, ·on ground 

transferred to the Board as a gift by a private individual. · . · · · 
. 52, 53. Vested in the Board of Education. 

54. Board of Education (legal title doubtful). 
55, 56. Vested in the Board of Education. 
57. Upon lease, terminating in June next. 
58. Vested in the Board of Education. 
59. Yes : 99 years' lease. 
60. The church is used for the school by permission of the minister. 
61, 62. Vested in. the Board of ·Education. 
63. Rented to Board of Education at £12 a yea1·. 
64,· 65, 66. Vested in the Board of Education. · 
67. The pr.operty of the Board. 
68, 69. Vested in the Board of Education. 
70. Rented from year to year. 

·.71. It is leased from the Wardens of St. George's Church . 
. 72. ,Board of-Education. · 
73. T11e:Board_ rent h by yearly agreement. 
74 .. 
75. Leased by the Churchwardens of Episcopal Church to the Board for school purposes.· 
76, 77, 78, 79. Vested in the Board of Education. · · 
80. ~he land and buildings are vested in a sole surviving grantee thereof, subject to certain ,undeclared 

tr,usts for -religious purposes ; tlie premises are let to Central School Board for £10 a year, to be laid out 
in:repairs. · 
. . 81, 82. ·Vested in the Board of Education. 

· Question 3. Does the building afford the necessary accommodation for the pupils in attendance? 
l,,2: Yes. 
3. No; in warm weather it is suffocatiI).g. · · 
4. Yes; might accommodate 20 more than the present maximum attendance (65). 
5. Barely. · ' 
6, 7, 8, 9. Yes. 
10. Yes, at present. 
11, 12, 13, 14, 15. Yes. . 
16. No ; additional accommodation required. 
17. Yes, except that the class-rooin is too small. 
18, 19; 20, 21, 22, 23, 24. Yes. · 
25. No. 
26, 27, 28, 29. Yes. 
30. No. 
31, 32. Yes. 
33. No. 
34, 35, 36, 37. Yes. 
38. No. 
39. ·Yes. 
40. Ample. 
41. No. . . . . 
42. The building affords the necessary accommodation for the pupils. in attendance at the p1·esent time, 
43. Yes. 
44. It does not; the children have been taken on the ver~ndah, and when the weather :was too rough 

_ they were sometimes taken into the shed or stable to give room. 
45, 46. Yes. . . 
47. Yes ; for holding and seating the number of scholars attending the school the Local Board consider 

it will be sufficient for that purpose for next five years ; but the building is in no way suited for carrying out 
any of the systems of organisation in vogue in Europe, Great Britain, or the, United States. · 

48. Comparing the attendap.ce during the past three years, the Board is of opinion that the time is fast 
approaching when the accommodation will be insufficient. 

49. Ample .. 
50, 51, 52, 53. Yes. 
_54. T-he large room, ·Yes ; the infant room requires enlai·gement. 
_55. No. . . 
56, 57 .. Yes. 
58. Yes, at present. . 
59. Not when there is a foll attendance,-above 60 children. 
60. No. 
61. Large enough at present. 
62, 63. Yes, at present. 
64. No ; much too small. 
65. · Yes, at present. 
66. Yes, 
67. 'No. 
68. Yes. 
69. No, not nearly. 
70. It does. 
71. Yes, for the present, but is quite unsuited for the purpose of a school. 
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73. No .. 
74. 
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75, 76. Yes. . 
77. Ample accommodation for pupils in attendance at present. 
78, 79. Yes. . . 
80. -The accommodation is ample. 
81. No ;· the building is far too small. 
82. School-room crowded when attendance full. 

·::·! 

Question 4. A1·e tlte1'e suitable outbuildings and an. ample p?ayg?"uund? and· what is tlte ·eq:;tent and 
cliamctei· qf the playg1·ound ? · 

· 1. The area of the playground is 1 rood 30 perches. The outbuilding·s are fairly satisf~ctory. 
2. Ample playground~-quarter of an acre. . · 
3. Outbuilding fairly convenient; playground about quarter of an acre. . . 
4. Sufficient outbuildings, but require repair, and would be better for alterations which have been duly 

suggested in the proper quarter. No proper playground ; most of school site being in front of teacher's 
residence, and being taken up with small garden, children mostly play in the street. It_ is highly desirable 
that more·attention be paid generally-to the playgrounds connected with the schools,-e.g., sheds for-shelter 
in wet weather would be a great boon to the children, at"small expense. 

. 5. Yes; playground quarter (!fan acre, grass l\twn. 
6. Yes ; playground a heathy plain of waste land surrounding the school. · . . 

. 7. The outbuildings consist of two closets and an open shed. The closets are placed too near to . the_ 
school buildings and residence. There _are two spacious playgrounds, one for the boys _and- one for the girls.: 

8. No outbuildiiigs except two closets ; playground one ·acre, with· about 40 stumps upon it, rendering 
it unfit for a playground. · . ·. 

9. There are suitable outbuildings, but there is very little playground. 
10. Outbuilding's suitable; no playground,-the children are allowed to play, in _an adjoining paddock. 
ll. No outbuilding. . -. . . . · 
12. A skillion at the back is much required. An acre fenced in as a playground. · · 
13. No outbuildings ; playground· small, about half an acre for boys and girls. 
14. Yes ; playground three-quarters of an acre. · . 
15. No suitable outpuildings; playground two acres in extent, used as a burial"ground. 
16. Playground about half an acre ; outoffices fairly suitable. . . . 
17. Yes; playground about half an acre. 
18. Suitable ·outbuildings and playground. 
19. Suitable outbuildings; very small playground. . . 
20. One acre for school and. teacher's residence ; playground for girls only. 
21. Yes ; nearly one acre. 

. 22. Yes ; one ·acre, dry and suitable. · · 
2-3. Yes; boys' insufficient, half an acre, divided by paling fence. 
24. Yes ; ·any quantity of bush. . , 
25. Neither suitable outbuildings nor playground. The school stands upon a site within two acres of 

land reserved. for the purpose, but all, except the bare school site and a small yard, is bush and not available 
as a playground. · 

26 .. Yes ; playground half an acre. . . . 
27. Yes ; playground, grass paddock, three-qµarters of an acre. 
28. Outbuildings otit of repair ; playgr·ound one acre, very dry and suitable. 
29. ·water closets only ; playground half an acre, bush land unfenced. . 
30'. No; ·playg'l'ound quarter of an acre; rough and stimy. · 
31. Yes ; one acre. , · 
32. Outbuildings ,rather _deficient ; . playground one acre. 
33. No outbuildings except double water closet ; no playground. 
34. Yes; boys' playground half an acre, girls' ditto quarter of _an ac1;e: · 
35. Yes; about half an acre playground. 
36. Yes; the playground is ample, dry, and airy. . · . · 
37. Outbuildin~s suitable, but out of repair ; playground about one acre, in grass. 
38. No outbuildings; half an acre of playground unfenced . 
39. Suitable outbuildings, with about three acres of English grass playground; 
40. Outbuildings suitable, and new school site 1 rood 35 poles ; _ two~tl1irds playground for boys, one

third ditto for girls. It is suggested that a shed in the playground be erected for shelter in wet weather. 
41. Not the first clause ; no proper playground. . . 
42. There are three outoffices, all in good repair; playground 11early two ac~·es, and is situated on the 

side of a sloping bank. The soil is of a sandy nature. . · · · · 
43. Yes; half an acre playg-rouncl. . . 
44. Outbuildings ample; playground small, about 120 rods, and very rough, being rocky. 
45. Yes; the playground consists of one acre, church property, and unlimited Government land. 
46. Su:itable outbuildings; playground half an acre, rough. 
47. None, ·except a closet ; the playground is sufficient, consists of half an acre. 
48. T,vo water closets ; the extent of the playgTound is under one acre, and unsuited for tlie purpose, 

being a narrow st1,ip of ground . 
49. Yes; half an acre, suitable for requirements. . 
50. Yes ; 142 feet long·, 34 feet wide. · . . 
51. Yes ; playground about half an acre in extent, roughly cleared and gravelly soil. 
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52. Yes; Long Bay, six acres ; Gordon, half an acre. 
53. Yes ; one acre, not yet fenced or cleared. . · 
54. Yes ; the playground is covered with loose gravel and stones, its area is 60. by 40 yards. 
55. Ample. . · 
56. Yes ; playground about l¾ acres. _ 
57. Yes ; playground covers nearly half an acre. • 
58. Suitable outbuildings; but not ample playground,-boys' playground, 47 by 16 yards ; girls' ditto, 

18 by 11 yards. . · · 
59. Outbuildings sufficient at present; playgl'Ound small, quarter of an acre. , 
60. Yes. 
61. Outbuildings sufficient ; playground very small. · · · 
62. A ,lavatory, bath-room, and laundry required; playground ample, being four acres. · 
63. Insufficient outbuildings ; no playground. 
64. Yes; about three-quarters of an acre. 
65. Yes ; the playground is half an acre of uncleared ground .. 

. _- 66; Yes ; about three-quarters of an acre. 
67. The outbuildings are passable, and the playground is ample and well fenced in,-it 1s divided into· 

two portions, one in the front and the other at the rear oi the school, each'90 by 88 feet. 
68. Yes ; one :acre, not fenced and full of stumps. · 
69. Playground is too small, but might be made large enough. if an acre of land at back, at present 

belonging to the Episcopalians, could be got. · 
70. Yes; playground four acres, church property. 
71. No ; there is a yard 35 by 30 feet. · 
72. Yes ; playground one acre. 
73. Yes ; about three-quarters of an acre. 
74. · 
75. Half-acre of grass land; shed. 
76. No outbuildings ; an ample playground, but greatly encumbered with heavy logi9 ; five acres. 
77. Grounds unsuitable as to outbuildings; not fenced in; extent of ground, 3 roods 20 perches. 
78. Outbuildings unsuitable ; extent of playground one acre, greater part of it covered with timber 

and fern, unfenced. · -
79. Playground l½ acres, nearJy square; outbuildings suitable, with the exception of closets, wh~ch are 

not in a proper place. 
80. Yes; the playground is moderately large, but should, for the purposes of the school, be divided. 
81. Yes ; playground consists of one acre fenced and divided, and three acres unfenced. 
82. Tenders have been received for another outbuilding; playground three-quarters of an acre, half of 

which could be improved by levelling and draining. 

Question 5. Is there a Teacher's residence mith the school property? if so, is it detached? and 
mhat is the extent C!f the accommodation? 

1. Tl;ere is no Teacher's residence. 
2. No residence. 
3. Thei·e is none. 
4. Yes. 
5.- Attached. 
6. Yes, attached. 
7. Yes ; no, though divided by a passage from the rooms' used for school purposes. It has seven 

1·ooms. 
8. Yes. . _ 
9. There is a Teacher's residence attached to the school consisting of kitchen, 12 by 14 by 10 ft. high; 

a bed-room, 14 by 10 ft. 7 in., skillion roof, damp and unwholesome; small parlour, 12 by 10 ft., and pantry 
4~4a · 

10. No residence. 
11. Ytes ; detached, 24 by 12 ft. ; three rooms. _ 
12. Attached; two rooms, 13 by 14 by 10 ft., and 15 by 14 by 10 ft: 
13. Yes ; detached; large roomy house, 10 rooms. 
141 Yes·; attached; accommodation ample. · 
15. No ; detached· and built on school reserve, Ellesmere ; accommodation, 4 rooms. 
16. No Teacher's residence. 
17. Yes ; under same roof, six rooms. -
18. There is a Teacher's residence erected by the Board of Education immediately adjoining the-

.school; it is of wood, ·containing two rooms and skillion. 
19. Yes, attached; four rooms and kitchen detached. 
20. Ye~ ; detached, four rooms. 
21. No. 
22. Attached ; three rooms. 
23. Yes ; attached ; sufficient for small family. _ _ 
24. Cottage, three rooms and kitchen. - _ . · 
25. Yes ; attached; two rooms, 14 by 12 by 9 ft., and 12 by 12 by 9 ft., skillion roo£ 
26. Yes ; . attached; two rooms. 
27. Yes; detached;_ four rooms, with outbuildings._ 
28. Teacher's residence adjoins school-room ; consists of three very small rooms, at present out of order. _ 
29. Two small rooms ; attached to school-room. 
30. Yes ; attached ; tour rooms • 



31. · Yes ; detached ; accommodation meagre. 
32, 33. No. 
84. Yes ; attached ; six rooms. 
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35. Yes; private, detached ; six rooms. 
36. Yes, forming one building :Vith the school, .containing four rooms. 
?,7. Yes, adjoining the school, six rooms and kitchen. 
38. No .. 
39. A residence attached to school, containing four rooms and out buildings. 
40. Teacher's residence attached; six i·ooms,-two sitting-rooms, three bed-rooms, and kitchen.· 
41. Yes ;. attached ; four very small rooms, quite unfit for a family. 
42. There -is a Teacher's residence attached to the school-room ; there are five rooms, respectively 

15 ft. 2 in. by 10 ft. 6 in., 15 ft. 2 i'n. by 9 ft., 14 ft. 2 in. by 8 ft.', 15 ft. 5 in. by 9 ft. 6in., 10 ft. 8 in. by 
9 ft. 6 in. The heights of the various 1·ooms are very vadous, ranging from 5 ft. 6 in. to 12 ft. 

43. Yes ; not attached ; two rooms, one 14 by 11 ft., the other 12 by 11 ft. 
44. The Teacher's residence and school are attached. The residence contains four small rooms, the 

:two back rooms are skillions ; parlours, 12 by 13 ft .. 6 in. ; bed-room, 12 by 13 ft. 6 in., 9 ft. high; kitchen, 
10 ft. 6 in. by 15 ft., height, 7 ft. 4 in. ; pantry, 10 ft. 6 in. by 8 ft. 6 in., height, 7 ft. 4 in. 

45. No Teachei·'s residenc·e ei·ected. . 
46. No: 
47. No Teacher's residence, but the.Cenhal Board have the question of erecting one now under their 

consideration. 
48. Yes ; not detached ; three rooms of following dimensions :-Kitchen, 11 ft. 3 in. by 11 ft. 9 in. ; 

bed-room, 11 ft. 5 in. by 11 ft. 5 in. ; sitting-room, 15 ft. 5 in. 
49. Six ; very good. · 
50. Teacher's residence attached to school ; not good accommodation. 
51. Yes ; detached ; slabbed two-roomed cottage. 
52. Yes,-Long Bay, attached; four rooms, 9 by 19 ft., one room, 12 by 14 ft. Gordon, no residence. 
53 .. Yes ; detached ; two rooms. . 
54. There is no Teacher's i'esi'den·ce. 
55. Yes; attached; four rooms. · 
56. Yes ; attached; parlour, bed-room, lobby, kitchen, and verandah. 
57. Yes; attached ; .. six rooms. 
58. No Teacher's residence. . 
59. No ; money voted, but tenders not p'ut out. 
60. No. 
61. Detached ; 7 rooms. 
62. Attached,-and answered by No. 1. 
63. No. 
64. Tlie1;e is no Teacher's residence. 
65. The Teacher's residence is detached ; four rooms,-two rooms, 12 ft. 6 in. by 12 ft., 10 in. high; 

-one room, 19 ft. 9 in., 9 ft. high; one, 10 ft. 9 in., 9 ft. high. · 
66. No. 
67. There is no Teacher's residence. 
68, 69. No. 
70. There is ; detached, and built on five acres adjoining present site belonging to the Board of 

Education ; four rooms. 
·71, No. . 
72. Yes ; attached ; see answer to No. 1. 
73. Yes; attac:hed ; sitting-room, kitchen, two bed-rooms. 
74. No ; an ·allow'ance for rent. 
75. None ; ihe Teache1· has to provide her owri. l'esidence. 
76. Yes ; attached ; two rooms, each 11½ by 11½ ft., wl1ich are quite insufficient for Teacher's 

accommodation. 
77. No residence for Teacher. 
78. Teacher's residence; detached; two rooms. 
78. Yes ; house, four rooms ; !).ttached. 
80. No Teacher's residence on the land referred to, nor ·is ·there a Teacher's residence in connection 

with the school. 
81. Yes ; detached ; three rooms. 
82. Yes ; attached : see No. 1. • 

Question 6. In what state of 1·epai1- a1·e tlte sclwdl p1·emises, includ-ing the Teacher's residence, if any? 
1. The ceilings require renewing. 
2. At present undergoing repairs. 
3. School premises in good state of repair. 
4. School-room needs repair, as the rain comes in at som.e of the windows ; residence substantially m 

a good state of repair, but most of the rooms and passages need papering. 
5. In the last stage of decay. 
6. In good repair. 
7. The whole building· is in a fair state of J"epair. There a1·e a few defects in tl1e spouting and parts of 

the roof which have not been remedied, though attempts have been made to do so since the workmen 
finished their contract in the latter pa1't of 1881. 

8. Buildings in fair repair : there are a few leaks in the roof, and the inside wants papering. Tl1e 
whole of the outside requires painting. 

• 

\, 
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9. In fair repair~ 
10. Very good. 
11. Not very good. 
12. Good, having just been repaired. 
13. School premises good; resid~nce require!l repairi:ng. Two months siI1ce Govemment Inspector· 

reported on requirements of same, but nothing has since been done. 
14. They have lately been thoroughly repaired. 
l5,. School very bad indeed. Teacher's residence in good repair generally, l>ut will reqwre new 

shingling shortly. · 
16. School premises in good order, repairs effected last year. 

· 17. Fair repai1~_but the roof is getting faulty. 
18. All in fair order. · 
19. Fair state of repah. 
20. Fair. 
2i. Very fair ; fence between school and church needs repair ; verandah, new roof and spouting. 
22. . . 
23, 24. Good. 
25. In very bad repair, l'Oof of school leaks considerably, the shingles being decayed. 

-26. In a good state of repair. . 
27. Very fair, but the water-closets need much improvement. 
28. School~room and adjoining rooms are out of order. 
29. Building requires painting and roof repairing, chimney smokes very badly. 
30. Very bad. 
31. Good. 
32. In fair repair. 
33. 
34. Lately put in thorough repair by Board of Education. 
35. No ; good repair. · 
36. Good repair. 
P,7. Now being put in repafr. 
38. Very fair. . 
39. Requires shingling very badly. 
·40. Just put in thorough repair. 
41. Fair. · 
42. The school premises have lately been repaired by the Board of Public Works, and are now in a 

fail· state of repair. 
· ':13 .. Good. 
44. The whole of the building is in good repair. 
45. In gpod repair. 
46. Medium. 
47. The school is in good repair. 
48. Leaky in parts. 
49. Very good. 
50. Building has been in pretty good repair till lately ; now requires cleaning, painting, .&c. 

· 51. School buildings in very good repair ; ditto outbuildings, but residence in ruinous condition, beyond 
repair. 

52. In good repair, but roof of Teacher's residence faµlty. 
53. Fair. · · 
54. Good. 
55. Good repair, one room leaky. 
56. Very good. 
57. School-room in fair repair, residence considerably out of repair,· large portion of ceiling down in 

. one room, chimneys smoke, paper dirty. 
58. School premises in a fair state of repair. 
59. Fair. 
60. 
61. Fair condition. 
62. Slight repairs needed, and additions as stated in No. 4. 
63. Good repair. 
64. Fair. 
65. They are now being repaired. 
66. Scl1ool fair ; Teacher's residence very bad. 
67. The school building is in very very repair. 
68. In a deplorable state. 
69. Roof wants shingling afresh. 
70. Has been in bad repair, but at present undergoing repairs. 
71. Far from good ; a small sum has recently been spent in effecting temporary repairs. A ne~ 

. building is in course of erection. 
72. All good. . 
73. Good. 
74. Broken windows. . 
75. The school-room will require shino-ling in a year or so, but is in passable repair.· 
76. Goo'd, except 1·oof of one of private roonis requires re-shingling, and the school fireplace requires 

;attention. . · 



77. School premises in fair state of repair, but a numbe.r of petty repairs promised still unexecuted. 
78. A few repairs nee_ded to school premises. · , . 
79. School premises, including teacher's residence, in good repair. 
80. In good repai1;. • 
81. With the exception of some broken windows, in good repair. 
82. Very much out of repair. . 

Question 7. Ha,s application been made, and rvlten, for 1·epairs, improvement, 01· enla1'gernent? and, 
if so, with rvhat results ? . 

1. Repairs have, from time to time, been· made by the churchwardens of Trinity School. The Board 
of Education have paid the rent in advance in order that the roof might be re-shingled. 

2. The present repairs are granted by the Central Board. 
3. No application has been made for repairs, but such has been made frequently for suitable school-

rooms and teacher's residence. · 
4.- Yes ; · to schoolroom only, teacher's residence having been thoroughly repaired about a year ago. 

Application has been referred to Officer of Public Works Department, who has made necessary speci-
:fication. It is to be assumed that the work will be done. · 

5. Has been frequently repaired by the Board of Education. Is now no longer worth repairing. 
Application has been made for a site in a more suitable position. A new school will probably be built as 
soon as the negotiations with the V.D. Land Company for a site is concluded. 

6. Repairs, enlargement of kitchen, painting, &c. done in 1879; also repairs and painting in 1882. 
7. Yes. An application was made in December, 1880, for considerable repairs to the whole buildings. 

The result was "the work done in 1881. · 
8. An application was made to the Board, but the reply was that they had more urgent claims. 
9. Yes. Application has been made lately for repairs and increased accommodation, without any result. 
10. No .. 
ll. Application was made for repairs, but without effect. 
12. Application made 14th February, 1882; only just completed. 
13. School just enlarged after delay of two years. Great delay in supplying closets, school being 

without such accommodation for past five months. Present delay, however, is owing to a difficulty in 
obtaining tenders. 

14. All that have been applied for. 
15. Several applications made for new school-house, and any amount of promises made, but 

nothing more. 
16. Application made last November for teacher's residence. Reply received that the matter was 

under consideration. 
17. Not 1a:tely. The people of the district applied ·to the Board of Education for new school premises; 

a favourable reply has been received. 
18. Application was made for enlargement of the schoolroom in 1881, and received ready attention. 

The work was completed in latter part of last year.· 
19. Yes, for repairs and improvements; always attended to. 
20. No application since erection of present building. 
21. Repairs effected _to building last spring. 
22. . 
23. Improvements are now being made. 
24. No. , .. 
25. Application has been persistently made for about • two years, with no result at present beyond 

re-roofing, in a bungling manner, of the teacher's residence, although £800 were voted for a new school 
d1:ring last Session of Parliament,· and pla!]- of that buildi!].g shown to, and approved of by, the Chairman of 
this Board five months ago. · 

26. No application has ever been made. 
27. Yes ; successfully. 
28. Application made to the Board of Education for repairs to scl1ool on 9th May. Recommended the 

repairs to be done as soon as possible. . 
29. Not for some years. 
30. Application for a new building was made on December 19, 1881; September 30, and October 21, 

1882. Inspector Rule has looked at some sites on township with the view of procuring one suitable for 
a new school. 

31. No. 
·32. Not required. 
33. 
34. Frequently, from time to time; enlargements and repairs promptly effected. 
35. No. 
36. The Board of Education suggested painting, which is done. 
37. No application made to or through the Board. 
38. Application made February, 1882, for repairs, according to terms of tenure. Viele No. 2. Granted 

immediately. 
39. No repairs applied for; but a resolution had been made by the Local Board to ask the Central 

Board to shingle building. 
40. "Xes. Answered by Q. 6. 
41. Yes, on 14th of December, 1881; school repairs only. 
42. Application was .made _at the instance of the Board of Education, some 18 months ago, for repairs 

to the schoolroom, residence, &c., and these repairs were carried out by Public Works Department about 
three months ago. , 

'" 
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43. Yes, above 12 inonths since. Good results. 
44. Application for a class-room as far back as 26th April, 1881. 

·the proposed new class-room must stand over for the present until ·the 
Parliament." 

Result (copy) : " The matter of 
necessary funds are · pro.vided by 

45. Application made successfully for brick cl1imney, at a cost of £5, May and June, 1881. 
46. None. 
47. An application was made a few months ago for repairs and improvements, and these have all beert. 

-executed, with the exception of the teacher's residence, as refe1Ted to in Answer 5. 
48. Repairs, e.g., whitening of outside, fence and gate erected, and roof attended to, as per specification. 

The Board is of opinion that either the specification was at fault, or that the work was not done in accord-
_ance therewith, the result being exceeding-ly unsatisfactory. . · . · 

49. An application for enlargement and repairs was made to the Board of Education in the early part 
-of 1882. The work was commenced in December last, and completed in January, 1883. . 

50. Application for some repairs about two years ago, attended to. 
51. Application made in 1881' for repairs to school and new teacher's residence ; the former effected 

immediately after application, the residence unattended to up to present date. 
52. No application. · 
53. No . 

. 54. 'In April, 1881, application was made to the Central Board for repairs to the fencing of the play
-ground. At the same time attention was drawn to the dangerous condition of a dilapidated brick cottage 
standing in the playground. In December, 1881, ditto, and application was also made for the enlargement of 
·the infant room. In the beginning of 1882 the cottage referred to was pulled down by order of the Corporation: 
-.of Hobart, and the fencing was renewed about the same time. In December, 1882, application was again 
made for the enia1:iiement of the infant room. Nothing has yet been done. 

55. Yes ; in 1~ ovem ber repairs effected. 
56. The _school premises have lately been painted and kitchen added; also the school l'eserve fenced by 

-Government out of grant for school purposes. · 
57. Application made for repairs to residence, June 26, 1881. Nothing whatever done, nor any reply 

·received to communication. 
58. Application was made ·for repairs and improvements early in 1881, after which the premises Ullde1'-

went extensive repairs. · · 
59. Application for enlargement (October, 1882) allowe.d. Nothing done. 
60. Improvement has been recommended. 
61. Application made for repairs abo_ut two years ago, and were done. 
62. Not lately. . 
63. · Application has, at various times for the last two years, been made for a public school, without effect~ 
64. Application has been made for enlargement. Tenders have been invited, but none received. 
65. A verandah and an extra fireplace to the school were applied for on 3rd November, 1882, and_ are 

now being erected. Some improvements in sanitary arrangements were suggested; have not been made. 
66. Yes. School-house repaired about 18 months since. 
67. Application for repairs had been made repeatedly for many years without any 1·esult; _but about two 

_years ago considerable repairs were effected, and since then much has been done to improve the buildings. 
In reference to_ "enlargement or improvement," permit me to quote from a letter I addressed to the Board 
of Education on 3rd July, 1882, as instructed at a special meeting of the Local· Board :-" That the present 
building is not adapted for carrying out the approved modern system of education.-That the arrange
ment and construction of the rooms are faulty.-That one of the essentials of a good school ·building is 
wanting, viz.-'-a large, bright, and properly arranged infant schoolroom.-That, according to the recognised_ 

--authorities, the cubic space is not sufficient for the number of children that asflemble in the building." 
68, Yes;- applications have been made, 21st December, 1881, without any result. 
69. Tender has been accepted for the erection of a new school, and for the conversion of present 

·building into a teacher's residence. · 
70. Yes, with the above results. 
71. Virle No. 6. 
72. School just repaired. 
73. No. 
74. No ; i·epaired by teacher. 
75. None has been made. 
76. Yes; and the necessary repairs have recently been carried out. 
77. Applications have been made, but without any satisfactory result. 
78. In May, 1881, a statement of repairs needed was sent to the Central Board; nothing further has 

·been heard of it. 
79. Repairs recently done at Christmas last. 
80. No application necessary under the circumstances. _ 
81. Application has been made to the Board of Education for an addition to the school building, whiclt 

application was promptly granted, and another similar building to the present school-hoUBe _is being erected 
,adjoining. · 

82 .. Yes; contract entered into. 

Question 8. Is any repafr, enlargement, or i-mprovement of tlte sclw0lpremi.ses required 1um, for whiclr, 
.application ltas not been made? if so, describe tltem l . . 

1. 
2. None. 
3. New and suitable premises have long been required. 
4. Only the papering of teacher's residence. 
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5. No recent application bas been made. 
6. No. . · 
7. Yes; to· the spouting. 
8. Tliere are not any needed which are not applied for, with the exception of a class-room. 
9, 10. No. · . 

11. A shelter for the cl1ildren and teacher's house. 
12. A skillion at the back. · 
13, 14. No. . 
15. A new school-house. 
16. Yes ; additional school accommodation. 
17. See 1·eply to last question (7). · . 
18. Yes; an additional room ( skillion) to the teacher's residence is very desirable for the accommodation 

of his family. A closet also is much needed to the same premises. Several large logs, remnants of the 
forest, still encumbering the grounds, should be liauled together and burnt. The east fence requires shifting, 
three panels renewing·, and the south fence of the teacher's residence to be replaced with post and rails. No 
application has been made for these works. 

19. No. 
20. A shed is required for children in wet weather, also the playground to be fenced in. There is only 

one closet for girls, a separate one is required for boys. The fireplace in the school-room requires to be 
. pulled down and rebuilt, for which application for approval has not yet been made. 

21. Fence needs repair ; verandah, new roof and spouting. 
22. None. · 
23. It would be an advantage if the school-room was higher and wider. 
24. Chimney to kitchen. . 
25, 26. No. . 
27. The present dilapidated post and rail fence should be replaced by a paling fence. · Water-closets 

need improvement. 
28. Repairs urgently required . 

. 29. Building requires painting and roof repairing. Chimney smokes very badly. 
30. A new teacher's residence. 
31. Yes ; school-room and kitchen to foacher's residence. 
32. No. 
33. 
34. No. 
35. ·More room required. 
36. Porch wanted to shelter school-room door, and dining-shed for children. 
37. No. 
38. A new building is required. 
39. Building requires shingling and floor nailing down. · 
40. The shed referred to in question No. 4. 
41. Yes; three .gutters want renewing. 
42. 'l'here is no improvement required at present for which application has not been made. 
43. An additional room for the teacher, and the school-room lined and ceiling repaired. 
44. Two rooms to residence, and the allotment fenced. · 

. 45 .. Yes ; the building needs painting, and fresh spouting is required. 
46. None, save the playground. 

·47. The teacher reports that the brick chimney which has been very recently constructed needs. 
Jieightening. It is considered that the ventilation of the school would be improved if the windows opened 
from above instead of below, as they do at present. 

48. The Board is decidedly of opinion that an entirely new school-house and teacher's residence are 
imperatively required, those at present in existence being quite inadequate to their purpose in respect of 
accommodation, sanitary condition, and durability. · 

49. None. 
50. Building requires cleaning, painting, &c. . 
51. Yes ; inside school-room requires painting up to level of window-sills, the rest should be white

washed, the porch enlarged to accommodate children's hats and wraps. A four-roomed residence urgently 
required. · 

52. Repairs to roof of teaclrnr's residence required. 
53. Yes ; the l'Oof, hearths, and chimneys require rectifying, and the playg·rounds clearing, fencing,. 

and draining. 
54. Nothing beyond tlie enlargement already referred to. 
55. One room requires repair, and class-room enlarging. 
56. No. 
57. New school-room. . 
58. Yes; more ventilation 1·equired, and the inside walls require colouring. 
59. None. 
60. It is quite desirable that a suitable room should be built for tlie accommodation and coinfort of the 

children. If not clone it will be quite impossible to ensure a regular attendance during winter, some of the· 
children trayelling a distance of five miles. . . 

61. Gravelling the school-yard; garden fence arid a gate. 
62. Same as stated in No. 4. 
63. . 
64. Teacher's residence much required. 
65. The playground should be clea1·ed. The school-house requires roof ventilation. 



·66. No. 
67 .. • I have asked for all that is necessary. 
·68. No. 
69. 
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70. Not for school premises at present, but two rooms are 1·equired for teacher's re~idence. 
71. Vide No. 6. 
72, 73. No. 
74. 
75. 
76, 77. No. 
78. The roof of school-room needs spouting, the walls painting 01· good whitewash. 
79. As stated in No. 4. Closets need removal. 
80. Slight repairs to out-offices required, but no application has been made for same. 
m.N~ , 
82. 

Question 9. A1·e tlte sclwolfurnitu1·e and ·appliances generally suitabl.e and sufficient? 
1. They are not ~ery good. 
2. ·An extra supply has just been granted. 
3. Yes, for the present accommodation. 
4. Yes. 
5. Yes, at present. 
6. Yes. 
7. The desks might be improved upon. They are of the old type-heavy and cumbrous. 
8. The furniture is sufficient, but there is only one serviceable map. 
9. Yes. 

10. Limited. A further supply is about being applied for. 
11. Yes. 
12. Yes, with the exception of a desk, which is much required. 
13. No, but expect from advices shortly to be fully supplied. 
14. Generally suitable. 
15. Yes, generally. Large Map of the World required. 
16. No; a supply of maps and blackboards required. 
17. Fairly so. · 
18. Generally suitable and sufficient, but a teacher's stool and two maps, of the World in hemispheres

:ahd of Palestine, are needed. 
19, 20, 21. Yes . 
. 22. No ; one desk and large form required ; also a set of maps, a larger supply of free stock, a clock, 

-two blackboards, one easel, a counting-board. 
23. Yes. 
24. Yes, with exception of maps. Maps of Asia, England, and America required • 

. 25. No. 
26, 27, 28. Yes. 
29. Yes ; desk and stool for teacher and map of Tasmania wanted. 
30. No. · · 
31. Yes. 
32. Not quite when the attendance is full. 
33. Sufficient for the present- room. 
34. Fairly ·so, but could be improved. 
35. Forms and desks required. 
36. Books, slates, and maps ·are needed. 
37. Yes, generally. 
38. Yes. 
39. Generally sufficient. 
40. Yes, with the exception of maps, of which a new set is required. 
41. Fairly so. . 
42. The school furniture, &c., with the exception of the maps, is generally efficient and suitable • . The 

:maps, however, are entirely out of date; being printed some 30 years ago. 
43. Yes. 
44. Two desks, two:forms,·and·one blackboard. 
45. Yes, except a 'deficiency of slates. 
46. Yes, at present. 
47. The furniture is sufficient, but maps are required. 
48. Quite out of repair and unsti.itable in every way. 
49, 50. Yes. 
51. Yes, with the exception of a few more maps, such as that of Tasmania, Africa, Asia, and America, 
52. Yes. 
53. Maps :required; otherwise satisfactory. 
54, 55, 56. Yes. 
57. No ; :m:aps out of date. 
58. Sufficient, but not of the best description. 
59, 60. Yes. 
61. A stool and small table for needlework. 

162. Yes, fairly suitable. 
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63, 64, 65, 66. Yes. 
67. Very far indeed from being suitable and sufficient. The desks and seats are primitive in design

and ancient in construction, part having been removed from the Orphan Asylum at New Town when that 
institution was broken up. The appliances are very deficient, and utterly unworthy .of the central school 
of the ea pi tal city. 

68. Yes. 
69. There is as much furniture as can be utilised in the limited space at command, but not enough for 

the actual requirements of the scholars. As to the furniture itself, the d<jsks would be much improved if. 
they were fitted with shelves underneath to hold slates and books like those at the Battery Point School. 

70. They are. 
71. On the whole, yes . 

. 72. Yes. 
73. No. 
74. 
75. Quite adequate to present requirements. 
76. Yes, but maps of Tasmania and Australasia are required. 
77. Suitable for present requirements. 
78. Suitable and sufficient. 
79. Yes. 
80. Desks not suitable ; ledges to same required to prev!)nt slates, &c. from slipping down, which 

-frequently happens: 
81. Yes. School furniture has been supplied, whenever required, of a suitable kind. 
82. An additional easel would be very useful. 

Question 10. State tlw number of Local Bom·d meeting.s held each year for tlte last five years, an£ 
gfoe reawnsf01·failing to hold such meetings? 

1. on·e meeting of the Local Board has been held during the last five years. Two others have been 
summoned and have lapsed for want of a quorum. I believe that the powers given to Local Boards are not 
sufficient to enable them to be of much practical use, or to induce the members to take an active interest in 
the schools. This particular L9cal Board has only consisted of four persons for some years past, and the 
presence of three of them is req nired to form a quomm. · 

2. From October, 1877, to October, 1882, only one meeting was held, that was in my predecessor's-
time as Chairman. Since October last, 3 meetings. . 

3. Six. Local Board was disgusted with its status, and consequently took little or no interest in local 
educational affairs. 

4. During the last five years 13 meetings have been held; 74 meetings in all since the Board was 
established. 

5. See answer by No. 4. Same Chairman. 
6. See answer by No. 4. Same Cliairman. 
7. 1878, one. iS79, none. 1880, three. 1881, two. 1882, two. 
8. One in 1878. One in 1879. Two in 1880. Not any in 1881. One in 1882. 
9. For some time no records of meetings have been kept, but on average there have been about half a 

dozen yearly. . · 
10. 
11. Four. 
12. Five meetings held within four years. School established 1879. 
13. 1878 none. 1879, three. 1880, one. 1881, two. 1882, two. 
14. 1877, four meetings. 1878, two. 1879, two. 1880, three. 1881, two. 1882, two. 

· 15. Nine meetings. The Board considered themselves powerless, and their existence. a farce, and for 
this reason took very little interest in the school. 

16. 1878, none. 1879, two. 1880, twc;i. 1881, three. 1882, three. 
17. None.; no business requiring attention. 
18. No meetings. Om· community is small and scattered, and in the latter respect so are the members

of our School Board. The two clergymen reside at the Forth, fifteen miles distant from the school-house. 
Mr. S. Crawford lives a mile and a half north of the spot, and I myself exactly five miles to the southward, 
with a wretched road intervening. Mr. Carstairs is the only member whose home is really near the·school. 
Mr. Goold's n;i.me appears on the list in error ; he has been dead some time. 

Our school is small and its affairs do not need more supervision than can be given in an occasional 
visit by one or other members of the Local Board. . 

I have seen no occasion, nor has any member suggested to me, at any time during the last two years the· 
desirability of calling a meeting: Indeed the only subject that I can recollect within that period that 
required any discussion on our part had reference to the recent addition to and repairs of the school 
buildings, and those points I talked over with the members at hand, either at their own houses or as we met 
casually. This is the only mode of settling such matters that is really convenient to ourselves. A formal 
meeting could scarcely be arranged except for an evening, and that would generally mean for each of us a 
ride l1ome in the dark over a 1-V est Devon road,-a thing to be a voided if possible. 

19. 1878, two. 1879, one. 1880, four. 1881, two. 1882, two. 
20. Not. able to state number of board meetings held during the last five years ; one meeting was held 

within the last two years ; great difficulty in obtaining a quomm, and no business to transact. 
21. Five meetings during the last five years; no quorum present at other meetings when called; no' 

m·gent business. 
22. Nine ; it was not found necessary to have meetings oftener. 
23. Thirteen. . . 
24. 18713, none. 1879, one. 1880, none. 1881, one. 1882, two. 1883, one. 
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25. Fifteen meetings have been held from commencement o~ 1879 to last meeting of 1_883. Previo~s 
to 1879 no meeting held later than 1874. ·Tlrn reason. why meetmgs have not been held m~re frequent}~ 1s 
that no practical good ·comes of them owing.to the powerlessness of Local Boards. But for t!ns Board havmg 
occasionally met with the view of urging the necessities of the place as to. increased1mproved school 
accommodation, it is not likely that there would have been anything .like the numbers ofmeetmgs that have 
been held. · 

26. Eight meetings have been held ; the reason for not holding meetings being no business to transact 
27. 1878, one. 1879, one. 1880, three. · 1881, none. 1882, two. As many meetings. have been 

held as the business of the school required. 
28. Twelve ; no business required to be done. . . 
29. 1877, iwo. 1878, two. 1879, five. 1880, two. 1882, none. U nabl() to give reasons.· 
30. ·Two meetings; till quite recently,the members of the Board have nearly all lived at such distances 

from Emu Bay that great difficulty was experienced in securing a quorum. 
31. For two past years, our existence of school, ten meetings. 
32. Five. 
33, Two; business generally conducted without formality. 
34. 1878, 1879, 1880, and 1881, three. 1882, one. - _ 

(a} For a considerable time the Local School Board consisted practically of the Chairman and only 
one other resident m,em_ber. Formal meetings were not held. The two members consu!ted, 
and the Chairman transacted the routine business accordingly. (b) The functions committed 

-to Local Boards are such as to render frequent meetings unnecessary. In urgent matters 
beyond the powers of a Local Board, ( such as, e.g., closing the school on account of the o~t
break1 of infectious diseases), the Chairman has acted on his own responsibility, and his act10n 
has always been upheld by tlrn Central ·Board. 

35. One meeting 1881. 
36. Five busy men have the sub-control of a small school of very young children, and nothing has 

turned up to justify calling them together. · 
37. There have been no meetings for two or.three years. 
3$. Six meetings since establishment of school, 30th May, 1881. 
39. Six meetings inclusive of present one. · 
40. One in 1882. 
41. In 1877, six .. 1878, three. 1879, one. 1880, three. 1881, three. 1882, fom;. 
42. No minute book has been kept by the Local Board. Several meetings have been held during the 

period stated, but cannot say how many. · 
. 43. Two each year. _ 

44. No record kept. 
45. Six . 

. 46 .. No. great necessity. · · · · 
. 47. The Local Board was first appointed in July, 1882, and has since that time held five meetings. 
48. Twelve meetings. during the past five years.· The powers of the Board being limited, but little· 

interest was taken. 
49. 1878, four. 1879, four. 1880, three. 1881, three. 1882, four. · The two quarterly meetings 

lapsed throl].gh too few members attending to form a quorum. 
50 .. No meeting I as Chairman have visited the school regularly, and attended to the necessary 

business. 
51. In 1878, cine. In 1879, one. In 1880, one. In 1881, one. In 1882, none. · No business.-

requiring special attention. 
52. 1878, four. 1879, three. 1880, four. -1881, three. 1882, three. 
·53_ School opened in July, 1882; one meeting. 
54. Eight meetings of the Local Board have been held since July, 1879. No meeting had been held 

before that date for four years. 
55. One. 
56. The school has only been in existence a little more than two years. During the· first year Local 

Board met once a month, but during present year no m·eetings have been held owing to Local Board 
becoming disgusted with parents of children, and their inability to enforce attendance, The school is closed 
now for want of required attendance and the small allowance made the teacher,-about £25 per annum. 

57. Six meetings only held during last five years. Copy of Resolut10n passed at meeting of Local 
Board, 26th June, 1888,-" That the Board having heard the correspondence read, and observing a com
munication datetl 26th June, 1881, from our local Chairman to Secretary of Central Board, referring to· 
matters affecting the interests of Don School, had not been answered, consider the want of courtesy displayed. 
in this neglect should be recorded in our minutes, and the dissatisfaction of Board at such treatmtnt, 'fhich is, 
so calculated to di8pirit Local Boards in their efforts for the improvement of schools. The Local-Board 
feel so discouraged at the treatment they have received from the Central Board, that unless their resolutions
and suggestions for the advancement of the school meet with more prompt attention they shall' feel compelled 
to tender their resignations to His Excellency the Governor, stating at the same time their reason for· 
resio-nin "':" · 
· t> 58. t, A Board meeting was held i_n the year 1882, at which the present Chairman was elected. · No otJier· 
meetings have been held during t):ie last fi v:e years. · Probably there has been no special business :requiring 
the consideration of the Boai'd. · 

59. Only started in 1881. 
60. Not aware of any record being kept. 
61. About one meeting each year. w· ork generally left to Chairman. 
62. In 1878, six meetings. In 1879, 2 meetings. In 1880, one meeting. None in 1881 and 1882,. 

as not being required. The school and master's rnsidence attached being completed in 1878, and the ground. 
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fenced around, there· was no question of repairs ; and the master giving entire satisfaction, there ,vas nothing 
arising to require meetings of the Local Board,-only small matters that the Chairman and the meinbers of 
the Local Boa1;d near attended to. · As 'tis said, "Happy is the nation which has no history," so may be the 
school which has few Local Board meetings, as 'tis the chronic state of disrepair many schools are in, or 
some misconduct, which requires them. · . 

63. Ten times within three years. · 
64. No meetings have been held for the last five years. Want of interest on the part of the Local 

Board. 
65. 1878, three. 1879, one. 1880, one. 1881, five. 1882, five.· Other meetings were called, but 

lapsed for want of quorum. Local Board has so little authority that meetings are seldom req11ired, and 
members residing at a distance hardly ever attend. 

66. None held. Lack of interest on part of the Local Board. 
67. The meetings of the Local Board· have been :-In 1878; one. In 1879, ~one. In 1880, one. In 

1881, none. In 1882, two. 
The reasons for there being so very few meetings of the Local Board is to be found before 1881, in the 

fact that the previous representations of the Local Board had never been attended to, and consequently there 
was no use whatever in holding meetings ; and since the beginning of 1881, in the fact that the school had 
been repaired, and under the new master was ably and successfully conducted ; and further, that the Chair
man of the Local Board undertook the necessary correspondence with the Bo.ard of Ed1ication. · 

68. One in 1878. Six in 1879. None in 1880. One in 1881. None in 1882. Reasons, no business 
to transact. 

'69. 
70. One in 1880. One in 1881. One in 1882. Two in 1883. 
71. 1879, two. 1882, two. No other meetings held during the five years, members being dissatisfied 

with their position. 
72. Meetings, one ; no business to transact. 
73. 1879, four. 1880, one. 1881, none. 1882, four. 1883, one. 
74. We held meetings until we saw they were useless. 
75. None the last three years. · · 
76. There have been 12 Local Board Meetings held during the last five years, besides several informal 

meetings, of whose proceedings it was not considered necessary to make any-record in the minute book. 
77. No encouragement given to hold meetings under existing regulations. School not in existence 

five years. 
' 78. In 1878, one. 1879, four. 1880, none. 1881, one. 1882, none. Reasons for small number of 

meetings : first, everything going pretty smooth in school; second, the limited powers of Local Board 
making meetings almost a farce. 

79. Two each year. 
80. Only three formal meetings. Several informal meetings between Chairman and Honorary Secretary 

and one or more of other members, on matters of trivial importance. The business of the Local Board 
during the period in qu\)stion lms been very unimportant ; the powers of Board so very limited, and some of 
the members being resident in different parts of the city, are the causes of the small number of meetings. 

·81. In 1877, 2 meetings. · In 1878, 2 meetings. In 1879, one meeting. In 1880, one meeting. In 
1881, three meetings. In 1882, t~ree meetings were held. The school buildings being under the control 
of trustees, and being kept in repair by them, there was no business requiring the Local Board to meet often. 

82. No meeting held, the school being under the supervision of the local Chairman and the resident 
members of the Board. Some members of the Board residing at B11ckland, 16 miles away, business has 
been done by the local members without formal meetings. · 

Question 11. State mlietlier tlie coniniunications made by tlte Local Boai·d to the Central Board !tave 
generally been vrnmptly attended to? 

1. 
2 and 3. Yes. 
4. Invariably. 
5. See answer by No. 4. Same Chairman. 
6. See answer by No. 4. Same Chairman. 
7. Not always promptly. Oflate years more promptly. 
8. No, not as far as our experience extends. 
9. Yes,. promptly attended to. 

10. Yes. 
11. No. 
12. Not alwavs. 
13. No. -
14. Yes. 
15. Yes, always. 
16. Generally. 
17 to 24. Yes. 
25. No. . . 
26. Yes,. every communication has been_ at.tended to. 
27. No; there have been delays and apparent disrespect to the Local Board. 
28. Always promptly attended to and courtesy shown. 
29 to 31. Yes. 
32. Very fairly. 
33. Yes. 
34. Always with the greatest promptness. 
35. Yes. 
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36. TI1ey have made no communications. 
37. No applications have gone through the Board. 
38. Yes. 
39. Promptly attended to. 
40 and 41. Yes. 
42. All communications from the Local Board to the Central have_generally been promptly attended to. 
43. 
44. They have, with one exception,-to supply the Board with a copy of the Rules and 'Regulations •. 
45. Yes. 
46. 
47. All communications of the Local Boards have been promptly-attended to. 
48 to 53. Yes. 
54. They have not been promptly attended to. See answer to question 7. 
55. Yes, very promptly. 
56 and 57. · Yes. 
58. Prompt attention appears to have been paid. 
59. No. 
60. Yes. 
61. They have. 
62 to 64. Yes. 
65. Yes, of late. 
67 to 73. Yes. 
74. We have never got anything done. 
75. No communications made the last three years. 
76. Yes; with the exception of the applications for the erection of a teacher's residence, which, although 

their receipt bas always been promptly acknowledged, have not. had the effect of causing any steps to be
taken for the accomplishment of the object desired. 

77. Correspondence promptly attended to, but the business connected with the same is slow and not 
very satisfactory. · · 

/78.- With the exception of repairs stated-in No. 7, communications fairly attended to. 
79. Commu:µications promptly attended to. · 
80 . .Invariably-so. . . . . 
81. Most promptly attended to ; and in this respect the business arrangements of the Board compare 

most favourably with those of any of the Educational Departments in the adjoining colonies with which the
members of the Local Board are acquainted. 

82. Yes. 

Question 12. Does the Teacher, during any portion qf tlte !tow· from 9 to 10 A.M., regularly impart 
religious instruction in Scripture History and JYarrati'J)e? 

1. Yes, by means of" Scripture Lessqris on O Id Testament.and New Testament History," issued by the-
Board of Education. · 

2. No. 
3. Yes, half an hour each day. 
4 and 5. Yes. 
6. No. The :majority Catholics, and no separate room. . . 
7. The school opens with a short religious· instruction. Scripture History and Narrative are fully 

discussed in the lessons on these subjects which occur in the series ofReading Books. · 
8. Yes, during the first hour. 
9. Yes . 

10. No. 
11 and 12. Yes. 
13 and 14. No. 
15. Yes. 
16. No. 
17. Yes. 
18. Yes, as far as the books available admit. They are limited to "Scripture Lessons, Old Testament," 

N os. I. & II., the latter terminating with the approaching passage of the Jordan by the Israelites.· The other 
8imilar books on hand are "Scriptnre Lessons, New Testament," N os. I. & II., thus leaving a vast gap in 
i·eligious history from Joshua's pending entry into Canaan down to the advent of our Saviour. It is _most 
desirable this should be rectified. 

19. Yes, half an hour every day. 
20. Yes. 
21. Yes, from 9·30 to 10 A.M. 
22 to 24. Yes. 
25. Yes, as far as Board Regulations permit. 
26. No. 
27 to 29. Yes. 
30. 
31. Yes. 
32. No. 
33. Yes, daily. 
34 to 36. Yes. 
37. Yes. Mr. Baxter, who has just left, gave religious instruction twice a week. 
38. Yes, up to the time the books we1·e issued. · 
39. Yes. 



40. Yes, from 9 A.M. to 9·30 A.M. 
41. Yes, from 9 to 9·20 A.M. 
42 and 43. Yes. 
44. They do. 
45. Yes, 9 to 9·30 A.M. 
46. Yes. · 
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47. Copies of Scripture History and Narrative not having been supplied, no religions instrnction has 
been imparted. 

48. No. 
49. Yes ; except when the Clergyman does so. 
50. Yes. 
51. Yes, usually; except on such occasions as wet days, when there are but few present. 
52 to 54. Yes. · · 
55. Yes, from 9 to 9·30 A.M. 

56. I believe not. 
57 to 60. Yes. 
61. Not regularly. 
62. Yes, from 9 to 9·30 A.M. 
63 and 64. Yes. 
65. No. 
66. Yes. 
67. At present, four days in the week. 
68. Yes. 
69. No. 
70 and 71. Yes, from 9 to 9·30 A.M. 
72. Occasionally on Mondays and Fridays a portion of the hour from 9 to 10 is devoted to Scripture 

History, simply historical. 
73 and 74. Yes. 
75. Not now, as the Teacher was told by the Inspector to discontinue. 
76. Yes, during four days in each week a portion of that hour is employed by the Teacher in imparting 

1·eligious instruction in Scripture History and Narrative. 
77. No religious instruction given. First half-hour devoted to history in the higher classes, and poetry 

is learned by the lower classes. · 
78. Yes, for one half-hourdaily. 
79 and 80. Yes. 
81. No. The Teacher states that he has no time to devote to religious instruction, and simply opens 

and closes the school with the Lord's Prayer. 
82. Yes. 
Question 13. Is tlte Teacher ca1·qful to ascertain tlte vieros of pa1·ents 1·ega1·ding tlte 1·eligio1ts inst1·ucti01i 

of tlwfr children, as directed by Rule 4 of Rules and Regulations ? · 
1. Yes. · 
2. Parents are not consulted. 
3. Yes. 
4. Yes, very careful. 
5, 6, 7. Yes. 
8. We believe the teacher ascertains the parents' wishes and complies with them. 
9. Yes. 

10 Religious instrnction is not given at all. 
ll. No. 
12. Yes. 
13. 
14, 15, Yes. 
16. No. 
17. Yes. 
18. He has never made special enquiry on these points, as no children of Roman Catholics are 

attending the school. 
19 to 25. Yes. 
26. 
27, 28, 29. Yes. 
30. 
::n, 32, 33. Yes. 
34. Not personally, but through the children. 
35. Yes. 
36. No, not needed. 
37 to 41. Yes. 
42. So far as I can ascertain, he does. 
43. Yes, although some of the parents object to teaching religion in Public School. 
44. Not heard of any complaints. 
45, 46. Yes. 
47. Vide 12. 
48, 49. Yes. 
50. No children attend at the present time but what are allowed to receive religious instruction. 
51. We fully believe so. · 
52 to 55. Yes. 

•· 

.... 



.56. I cannot say. 
57. No. 
58 .. Yes. 

85 

59. Being all of one denomination, not thought necessary. 
60. Yes. · 
61. No exception taken, regular instruction given. 
62, 63, 64. Yes. 
65. None being given ; it is not necessary. 
66, 67, 68. Yes. 
69. 
70 to 73. Yes. 
74. Teacher knows the wishes of parents. 
75 to 79. Yes. 
80. All the children are members of the Church of England except two, and the teacher believe~ that 

,all the parents are aware of the nature of the religious instruction imparted to the children. 
81. Yes. While the Lord's prayer is being said the children of Jewish parentage withdraw as desired by 

-their parents ; all others 1;emain. · • · 
82. Yes. 
Question 14. Does the Teacher use any other reading-books than those approved ofby tlte Central Board? 
1 to 64. No. 
65. The Local Board lias not been supplied with a list of books sanctioned by the Central Board. 
66, 67, 68. No. · 
69. Chambers' History of England. 
70 to 77. No. · 
78. Not to the knowledge of the Local Board. 
79 to 82. No. 
Question 15. Have you heard any complaints that the Teachers impart denominational or secta,;ian 

.1;ather than general religious teaching ? 
lto7. No. 
8. 
9 to 50. No. 

51. None. 
52 to 66. No. 
67. None. 
68 to 73. No. 
74. Never. 
75. Not for many years. 
76, 77. No. 
78. Never heard any complaints. 
79. No. 
80. We have not. 
81, 82. No. 
Question 16. Have objections to religious instruction l.ed to tlte witltdrarval qf any children from your 

.School? 
1 to 5. No. 
-6. Yes. 
7. No. 
8. 
9 to 41. No. 

42. I have never heard ofa case. 
43. Yes. 
44. Not any. 
45. No. 
46. None. 
47. Videl2 .. 
48. No. 
49. Not that we are awai·e of. 
50. No. 
51. None. 
52, 53. No. 
54. Not that the Board is aware of. 
55 to 70. No. 
71. Not to my knowledge. 
72 to 77. No. 
78. Never heard of any children being withdrawn from school .on: that account. 
79. No. · 
80. Not that we are aware of. 
81, 82. No. 

Question 17. Do 1lfi11.i.sters qf Religion evei· attend your sclwol. to impart 1·eligwus instruction to cltildr.en 
,ef their 01Vn denominations? 

1. Yes. 
2. None. ,, 
3 to 6. No. 
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7. A clergyman of the Church of England. 
8. No. 
9. Yes. 

10 to 12. No. 
13. Yes. One drawback has hitherto been limited acommodation of school. 
14, 15. No. 
16. Yes; the Roman Catholic only. 
17. Yes. 
18. No ; Ministers have merely entered the school as visitors. 
19. Yes ; Church of England. · 
20, 21. No. 
22. Not for the last two years, and seldom before that. 

·23_ Yes. · 
24. One Wesleyan Minister gave religious instruction once. 
25 to 28. No. 
29. Very seldom. 
30 to 32. No. . 
33. No, but they are· aware of their privilege. 
34. The Incumbent of the parish has attended to impart undenominational religious instruction. 
35. A second room where Ministers could take the children to impart religious instruction would be

desirable. In this school no· such room being procurable they (the Ministers) have not been able to give 
the children the insti~ction they would wish. 

36. No. ' 
37. Yes. 
38, 39. No. 
40. Yes. 
41. Catholic priest occasionally lately. · · 
42. The Church of England Minister attends frequently to impart religious instruction to the children .. 
43. No. 
44. Not any since 1874; 
45. No. 
46. Yes. 
47. The Ministers liave hitherto imparted religious instruction in the school-room. 
48. No. 
49. Sometimes. . _ 
50. No; the Town Missionary formerly met the children once a week. 
51, 52. No. 
53, 54. Yes. 
55. No. 
56. I believe the Church of England Minister did for a few times. 
57, 58. Yes. " 
59. Yes. 
60, 61. No. 
62. Not of late. 
63. Occasionally yes. 
64 to 66. No. 
67. Yes ; one Minister of the Church of England. 
68, 69. No. 
70. Very, seldom. . 
71. The Rev. Canon Smith only, who imparted religious instruction on the 18th and 25th January,. 

1882. The Visitors' Book shows that the same gentleman attended for the same purpose on 21st November,. 
1872. No visits are recorded between these dates. 

72. No. · 
73. Yes. 
74, 75. No. 
76. No Ministers of Religion have ever made use of this privilege as far as this school is concerned. 
77. '.l'-he time set apart for religious instruction unsuitable for non-resident clergymen to attend to. 
78. No. 
79. Yes. . 

· 80. Only one Minister lias called. -
81. No. Ministers frequently attend as visi_to~·s, but do n?t give 1:eligious instruction, nor is the giving 

of such encouraged, as a rule, by the teacher, as 1t mterferes with the time table. · 
82. No. · 
Question 18. How many such vu,its liave been paid by Ministers du1·ing the past year? and, if made· 

by more than one Ministm·, how many have been made by each? 
1. Thirty-three, by a· clergyman of the Church of England. 
2 to 6. None. 
7. Thirty-five. 
8. Not any. 
9. 

10, ·n. None. 
12. One. 
13. Twenty-three. 
14, 15. None. 



-rn. Thirty-eight visits by one minister. 
17. Two, by an Anglican clergyman. 
18. None. · · 
19. Weekly, by Episcopalian minister. 
·20. None. · 
·21. 
22. None. 
-23. Twenty-one. 
24. One. 
25, 26. None. 
27. One. 
28. None. 
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29. Two ministers visited, but not for instructive purposes. 
30 to 33. None. 
34. Six. 
35, 36. None. 
37. Being a broken year, only twenty-three visits paid, by Church of England clergymen. 
38, 39. None. · 
40. Forty, by Rev. J. Nethercott only. 
41. None. 
42. Thfrteen visits were paid last year (1882) by the Church of_ England minister for imparting. 

11•eligious instruction. 
43 to 45. None. 
46. Six. 
47 .. Viele 17. 
48. None. 
49. Twenty-one. 
50. Not any for religious instruction. 
51, 52. None. 
53. Five, by one minister. . 
54. Fourteen such visits were paid by a clergyman of the Church of England. 
55. · 
56. I do not know ; only by minister of Church of England. 
57, 58. N oi:ie. . 
59. Twenty-three, by minister of Church of England ; regularly since permission given. 
60 to 62. None. 
63. Four times, by one minister. 
64. Thirty, by Church of England only. 
65. No. 
66. Five; Church of England only. 
67. One minister has made thirty-six visits. 
68 to 70. None. 
71. ' 
72. None during school time. 
73. Eight, by Rev. H. R. Finnis. 
74. None. 
75. Not for religious purposes, but sometimes for visits and cursory examination. . 
76. Ministers have occasionally visited the school during the past year, but not with. the object of 

'imparting religious instruction to the scholars. 
77, 78. None. · . . / 
79. Eight visits by Protestant minister. 
80. No visit to the school has been made during the past year by any mini~ter of religion. 
81. None ; as visitors three visits ha,e b~en paid by the parish church clergyman, and one_ by Arch-

,deacon Hales. · 
82. None. 

Question 19. About rvltat proportion qf tlte children generally receive s:ucl1, i11..st·ructwRjron1, tlte ckrgy 1 
1. About five-sixths. 
2 to 6. None. 
7. Nearly half the children 
8. Not any at the school. 
9. All. 

10 to 12. None. 
13. Nearly one-third. 
14, 15. None. 
16. About one-sixth.· 
-17. About nine-tenths. 
18. None. 
19. About Hths. 
·20. None. 
·21. 
22. 
·23. All. 
:.24. 



25, 26. None. 
27. None in school hours. 
28 to 32. None. 
33. 
34. All. 
35. 
36. 
37. Less than one-third. 
38, 39. None. 
40. About two-fifths. · 
41. One-fifth. 
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42. Over tln:ee-fourtl1s of the children receive 1·eligious instmction from the clergy. 
43. None. . . · . . 
44. Seven-eighths. · 
45. 
46. The whole. 
47. Vide.17. 
48. None. 
49. Four-fifths. 
50, 51. None. 
52. 
53. The whole ·of them; · 
54. Rather more than hal£ 
55. 
56. About one-hal£ 
57. 
58. Not any. 
59. All who can read. 
60 to 62. None. 
63. All except Roman Catholics. 
64. All, with the exception of the .few Roman Catl1olic children. 
65. No. . 
66. All. 
67. Not quite ha!£ 
68, 69. None. 
70. All, save two. 
71. About five-sixths. 
72. N one,-see answer to 17. 
73. All. 
74 to 77. None. 
78. 
79. All Protestants. 
80. 
81, 82. None. 
Question 20. Is tlte comfo1·t of tlte cltildren duly secured in cold rveatlte1·, and at ~ltose expe11se is· 

tile firing provided? 
1. Yes ;.the Teacher pays for the·fuel'out of his own pocket. · : •. 

· 2. The parents agree to establish a· rate among tliemselves to pay for wood. . . 
3. Yes, at tlie Teacher's expense ; the fireplace is too small to give sufficient heat. . 
4. Yes ; at the expense of the Teachers, with some assistance voluntarily given by the. parents. 
5. Yes ; provided by the teacl1er. 
6, 7. Yes; at the Teacher's expense. 
8.· It is; at the expense of the Teacher. 
9. Yes ; at the expense of the parents. 

10. As well as can be done unde1· the present system. The children and teacher collect wood and 
make and ·keep a fire. 

··n. At the Teacher's. 
12. Yes ; firing provided at the Teacher's expense. · . · 
13. Yes ; by voluntary collection from the children by one of the parents, and by the Teacher. 
14. Yes ; firing provided by the Teacher. 
15. No ; . firing supplied by Teacher. 
16. Yes ; at the expense of teacher and children, principally the latter. 
17. Yes; at the Teacher's expense. 
18. Yes ; the Teacher provides fuel, witl1 some assistance. 
19. Y e'i ; firing provided partially by parents and partially by Teacher. 
20. No. In absence of the late Teacher the Board is not able to answer question fully: Only one· 

:fireplace in schoolroom, which smokes, and is too small. 
21. Fire in each room at Teacher's expense. 
22. Children fairly comfortable ; at the expense of the schoolmaster. 
23. Yes ; at the expense of the Teacher, with occasional assistance from parents. 
24. Yes ; by the Teacher and children. 
25. The comfort of the cl1ildren is considered, but at the Teacher's cost. 
26. Yes; by subscriptions. .· 
27. Yes; at the expense of neighboming gentlemen interested in the school. 

,, 
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28. Yes ; the parents of the children supply wood ... 
29.- As far as a smoky chimney will allow of; the Teacher supplies firewood at l1is own expense. 
30. No, it has been impossible to do so in the present building ; firing is provided principally by 

schoolmaster. • 
31. Yes ; by the Teacher. 
32. Yes ; at Teacher's charge. 
33. Yes ; at the Teacher's expense. 
34. It generally falls upon Teacher, and sometimes an · occasional load of firewood is sent by a 

neighbour. ·. 
35. Yes ; of teacher. 
36. Yes ; friends and neighbours contribute. 
37. Yes ; at Teacher's expense. 
38. Yes ; firing at expense of Teacher. 

· 39. Yes ; by teachers and parents. 
40. Yes ; at the Teacher's expense. 
41. Yes ; by master last two years, formerly by parents. 
42. The Teacher provides firing at his own expense, and sees that the comfort of the· children 1s duly 

secured in cold weather. 
43. Yes ; the Teacher's expense. -
44. Yes; at the expense of the Master at present. 
45. Yes ; at 'l'eacher's expense. 
46. Yes ; at expense of Schoolmaster. 
47. There is no shelter for children during recess at mid-day, and as the children stay at the school all 

day it is considered that this should be provided for, and that the school-room should not be used during 
this period ; some firewood is brought by the boys, and some provided by the Teacher at his own expense. 

48. Yes ; at Schoolmaster's expense. . · 
49. Yes; sometimes the Local Board, sometimes the parents and Teacher. 
50. It is ; firing is provided for four months at the expense .of the Teacher .. 
51. None ; children have had to gather their own firewood,-a bad practice. We would like to end01'Se 

Section (h) of the extension of powers of Local Boards. · 
52. Fires kept in winter at Teacher's expense. 
53. Ye~ ; the Teacher, assisted by a neighbour. 
54. Three fires are provided during the winter, the Board allowing four shillings weekly for fuel. 
55. Scarcely ; by Teacher assisted by two or three friends. . 
56. Yes ; the Schoolmaster's. 
57. Yes ; firing mostly provided by children. 
58. Yes, so far as fire is concerned ; firing provided at the Teacher's expense. 
59. The room very cold in winter, the boards not fitting properly now ; the Master's. 
60. No, there not being a fireplace. 
61. Sufficient ·warmth, but a cloak-room or large porch needed ; firing provided by the Teacher. 
62. Firing is provided chiefly at the Master's expense, entailing a heavy and unjust charge on him. 
63, 64. Yes ; at expense of Teacher. 
65. An additional fireplace was thought necessary, and is b~ing supplied ; firewood is still supplied by 

the Teacher, though in October, 1881, the Torquay Local Board pointed out the hardship.of his being 
compelled to do this. The Local Board is of opinion that firing should be provided by the Government. 

66. Yes ; at the expense of the Teacher, which is unjust . 
67. Yes ; jointly by the master and children. 
68. They receive such comfort as the building will afford ; the parents supply firewood. 
69. Yes ; at expense of Teacher. 
70. No fireplace in· the school-room. 
71. No ; the firing provided by the Teacher. 
72. Yes ; wood plentifol. 
73. From the nature of the school-room impossible to warm ; at the Teacher's. 
74. Yes, one fire allowance. 
75. Always a good fire when necessary ; now and then the parent of a child will send a load, other-

wise the trouble, &c. falls on the Teacher. . 
76. Yes ; at expense of the parents. · 
77. Yes ; firing provided by the Teacher principally, which the Local Board consider is too much to 

expect the Teacher to be responsible for, especially in a climate like Bischoff. · . 
· 78. The comfort of the children is fairly secured in cold weather, but might be better 1f there was a 

rule that ~he fire should be alight when the children enter school at 9 o'clock; firing provided by parents 
whose clnldren attend scl10ol, and the Teacher. . . 

79 .. Yes ; firing provided at expense of Teacher. 
80. The school is intensely cold in winter, there being only one small fireplace; what fuel is consumed 

is contributed by the scholars and Teacher. 
81. Yes ; at the Teacher's expense. 
82. Yes; provided by the Teacher sometimes, assisted by a member of the Local Board. 

Question 21. What number ef scholars were on the rollsfm· the last tlwee years, and what was ~li.e 
ai,erage attendance ? · 

1. Theie were on the rolls in 1880, 494 ; in 1881, 175. In 1882, 157 new scholars were admitted, 
making 781 who had been on the rolls for the three years. The average attendance for the whole period was . 
131. · 

2. The teacher newly appointed cannot supply the information at present. 
3. 67, and average attendance for the three years 132. 
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4. 1880-On rolls, 81 ; average, 49. 1881-'74 ; average, 35. 1882-89 ; average, 36. • 
5. 1880---On rolls, 42; average, 23. 1881-51 ; average, 27. 1882-67; average, 28. 
6. 48, 40, and 47; average, 45. 
7. 1880.:._On the books, 196; average attendance, 102. 1881.:..._174; average, 117; 1882---

158; average, 94. 
8 .. N umb_er on the rolls for 1880 was 56; for 1881, 67; for 1882, 64. The average attendance for 

1880, 23·55; for 1881, 25·56; for 1882, 23·63. The average on rolls for the three years was 62·33 ; and 
the average daily attendance for the three years was 24·24. · 

9. 50, average 42 ; 52, average 41 ; 53, average 44. 
10. Daily average, 10·6. 
11. Average, 17. 
12. Average, 12·25. 
13. Number on the rolls, about 350 ; average, about 100. 
14. 1880---29; average, 19. 1881-32; average, 20. 1882-29; average, 16. 
15. 1880-30; average, 15·5. 1881-39; average; 15. 1S82-44.; average, 14·5. 
16. 1880---126; average, 72. 1881-152; average, 85. 1882-166; average, 90. 
17. 1880-102 ;· average, 58. 1881-88; average, 54. 1882-96; average, 57. 
1~. 1880-51 ; average, 19·16. 1881-49 ; average, 23·37. 1882-51 ; average, 24·49. 
19.. . ' 
·20. 1880; 42 ; 1881, 42; 1882, 50. 
21. 1880:-71; average, 29. 1881-77 ; average, 41. 1882-76 ; average, 39. 
22. 66 on the rolls, 31 average_ attendance (by two last reports). • 
23. 1880-61 ;. average; 26·92. 1881-"-58; average, 29·19. 1882-65; average, 31·48. 
24. 1880, 60 ; 1881, 57 ; 1882; 56. . . . 
25. 1880----08; average, 46. 1881_:_66; average, 45. 1882-73 ; average, 50. 
26. 1880-54; average, 30. 1881-52; average, 24. 1882-45; average, 21. 
27. 1880-60 ; average, 25. 1881, no record. 1882-44 ; average, 21. 
2.8. 15·70 on roll, 12·17 average .. 
29. 
30. School records now in possession of Central Board. 
31. 32, 20. 
32. 23 ; average, 14. 
33. 1882-268; average, 121. 
.34. 1880-51; average, 27. 1881-85.; average, 49. 1882-99; average, 60. 
35. 1880-average, 11 ; 1881,----average, 16·; 1882-average, 47. . 
36. Mr. Baxter having just left the school, the Board cannot say ; Central Board has the returns. 
37. . 
38. School opened 30tlr May, 1881. Number of distinct scholars on the roll for remainder of year, 

25; average number on roll, 17; average attendance, 15; average attendance for 1882, 21. 
: 39. 1_880-On rolls, 45; average attendance, 19·51. 18.81-36 ; · average, 21·91. 1882-35; 

average, 20· 12. 
40. Number on roll, 51; average daily attendance, 36. 
41. 1880-100; average, 63 .. 1881-98; average, 59. 1882-106; average, 70. 

· 42. 1880-Number on rolls, 47; average attendance, 26. 1881-42; average, 26. 1882-42; 
average, 24. . . 

43. 26, 17. 
44 . .Average attendance for 1879, 37:34; 1880, 30·51; 1881, 41·12. 
45. 
46. 1880-:-N umber on rolls, 51 ; ·average, 32·7. 1881-49 ; average, 30·6. 1882-50 ; average, 29·0._ 
47. Average number on roll 14 for the whole period (since 13th March, 1881). 
48. 38,in 1880 ; 35 in 1881, 24 in 1882 ; average attendance-26 in 1880, 22 in 1881, 14 in 1882. 

N.B.-The s_chool was closed on September 1, 1882, and re-opened.15th January, 1883. 
49. 80 ; average, 46. · · 
50. Numbe!'. on rolls, 1880-176; average daily attendance, 65 days. 1881__:218; average, 78. 

1882-281'; average, 95. 
51. 1881-43 pupils; average attendance, 20. 1881-46; average, 20. 1882-44; average, 20. 
52. Average, 1881-Long Bay, 13 ; GoJ"don, 10. 1882-Long Bay, 13; Gordon, 11. 1883-

Long Bay, 14; Gol'don, 13. · · 
53. 23 since school was opened ; average, 19·5. 
54. The numbe!' on the rolls for 1879 was 330; for 1880, 302 ; for 1,881, 285. The average attend-

ance during that time lms been 142. . 
55. 1880-69 ; average, 33. 1881-76; average, 42. 1882_:__73 ; average, 37. 
156. During the last two years, since the school was opened, the maximum on the roll was 27. The 

ayerage attendance was about 17 for the first year ; during the latter period it fell off to about 10. 
57. Total number on roll, 186 ; average attendance for past three years, 64·75. 
58. Number of scholars on the rolls during last three years, 294 ; average daily attendance, 75. 
59. In existence two years ; average, 36 ; .gradrnilincrease, largest attendance, 63. 
60. This ,;r.hool was established in July of last year, and since that time there has been 20 scholars on 

the roll, ·wi~h an average attendance of from· 14 to 15. . 
61. 1880-Number on rolls, 91-; average attendance, 38. 1881-112; average, 46. 1882-94; 

average, 33. 
62. 1880-No. on rolls, 127; average on register, 79·16; ayerage attendance, 58·00. 1881-131; 

averag·e on re;?;i~ter, 88·6'6; average attendance, 62·17. 1882-128; average on register, 89·45; average. 
attendance, 65·53. 

63. For the last two.years, 101; average up to encl of March last, 34. 



91 
64. 97. 
65. On rolls-1880, 101; 1881, 92; 1882, 78. 
66. 
·57; I am informed that this information can only be· obtained from the Board of Education. 
68. For 1879, 35 on rolls; 1880, 42; 1881, 40. Average-1879, 23; 1880, 21; 1881, 20. 
69. Number on rolls-1880, 70; 1881, 100; 1882, 122. Average attendance-1880, 29·27; 1881, 

52·41; 1882, 60·13. · 
70. Number on rolls, 171; average for each year, 30·33. 
71. 1880-total, 343; 1881, 363; 1882, 353. Average attendanc~l88_0, 175; 1881, 190; 1882, 

194. 
72. 30. 
73. 19, 21, 25. 
74. 727, 756, and 768 on roll; 364, 389, and 367 average. 
75. On rolls-1880, 33; 1881, 37; 1882, 37. Average-1880, 20; 1881, 18·32; 1882, 16·20. 
76. On rolls-1880, 47; 1881, 68 ; 1882, 62. Average-1880, 18; 1881, 37; 1882, 32·01. 
77. On rolls-1880, 111 ; 1881, 156; 1882, 159. Average weekly number on rolls-1880, 53 7 1881, 

89; 1882, 83. Average attendance-1880, 34; 1881, 59; 1882, 56. 
78. On rolls-1880, 49; 1881, 53 ;, 1882, 49. Average-1880, 25-9; 1881, 26·6; 1882, 26-5. 
79. On rolls-1880, 40; 1881, 40; 1882, 42. Average-1880, 22; 1881, 25; 1882, 25. 
80. The average on the rolls for the period referred to in ihis question is 25. · The average attendance 

is 19·98. 
· 81. The total number of scholars on the rolls for the last three years was 357. 'The average attendance 
being-For 1880, 59·13 ; 1881, 72·60; 1882, 103·47 ; average, 78·40. · , · · · 

82. On rolls-1880, 40·84; 18~1, 32·34; 1882, 38·01. Average-1880, 31·86; 1881, 26·44; 1882, 
32·76. . . 

Question 22. Is the attendanr:e of any child1·en procured by the enforcement ef compulsory measures? 
1. With reference to the success of compulsory measures my opinion is that they have not ·been so 

successful as they might be if some definition of attendance at school were given in the Act. The law at 
present is evaded by children being sent to school once or twice in the week only. 

2. No. 
3. Not of late. 
4 to 6. Yes. 
7. No. . 
8. Occasionally notices have been se_nt to parents, but the~e have been no prosecutions. 

. 9. We have no difficulty in getting children to attend, with persuasion and a small amount of pressure 
from the Police Constable occasionally. 

10 to 15. No. 
16. Yes. · 
17. Yes, in a few instances. 
18. No. 
19. None at present. 
20 to 23. No. 
24. Yes, in iwo cases with the desired effect. 
25to30. No. 
·31, ·32_ Yes. 
33. No. 
34. Virtually, though not actually. 
35 to 39. No. 
40. Not at the present time. 
41. Yes. · · 
42. In several cases the attendance of children has been secured by compulsory measures. 
43. No. . cl . 

44. No ; compulsory measures have not been used. 
45. No. 
46. None. 
47. Compulsory measures have not hitherto been resorted to, but the matter is about to form the· 

subject of considei·ation by the Local Board. · 
48. No. 
49 .. · To a very limited extent. 
50. Yes, not many. 
51. None. 
52, 53. No. 
54. Yes, with only partial success. 
55 to 57. No. 
58. So far as can be ascertained the law has not been actually enforced. 
59. No; becau,;;e list of non-attendants at the school furnished to Central Board not attended· to for 

nearly three _weeks. 
60. Not as yet. 
61. No. 
62. In some instances compulsion has been of service in securing attendance. 
63, 64. No. . 
65. Yes. · 
66. N·o. 



67. Only in a few instances. 
68, 69. No. 
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70. No reason. . 
71. A.s children in Hobart migrate from school to school, and from public to private schools, t~e effect 

of the compulsory clause can be known only to those whose duty it is to enforce it. 
72. None. · 
73. Other measures have succeeded; 
74. I do' not think so. 
75. It has not been desired, neitp.er has 1t been enforced, because the teacher has heard of its_ causing 

much ill-feeling when done; _· · 
76 to 78. No. 
79. A.t the request of the Local Board, Superintendent of Police has visited several defaulting families. 
80. Only three children of one family. · · 
81. No. 
82. Parents have been cautioned. 

Question 23. Are· comzJulsoriJ measures alrvays reso1·ted to in all _lmorvn case.~ ,if non-attendance of 
cliild7:e71; rv!to migl,t n·ell attend school? and, ff not, state rv!tetlter any spu,-ial 01· general reason exists for 
suclt failure to ltave resort to compulsion? · _ 

1. 
· 2. Compulsory measures have never been enforced. 

· 3. See answer to ·previous question. There ought _to be a Truant Inspector, who could undertake 
several school districts. The task of prosecutino- parents for neglect, &c. should not be performed by Local 

.,Board-, as it brings neighbours in antagonistic cintact, &c. · 
4. It has been the practice of this Board to send warning notices to defaulters in the first place .. · If 

these were not attended to summonses have been issued and an order'made. In a few instances fines have 
been inflicted. There has for some t1me, however,. been a growing disinclination on the part oftlie Board to 
,take action. in a matter which ought _to be the business ofthe,police. A short time ago the Board procured 
a_visit to the district of the Truant Officer, who relieved them of the odium of prosecution,-an odium which 
tends to prejudice thei1; in~uence with the_ parents. · , 

5 and 6. See answer by No. 4.-Same Chairman. 
7. In June 1870, the Central Board appointed an officer to visit the parents ·of children who did not 

attend regularly. When any cases of non-attendance have been communicated to the Board, they have 
applied for a visit from this officer, which, as fai· as the Board are aware, has had _the desired result. 

. 8. No. We know. of no special reason, except that the Board_ do not care to take harsh measures. 
9. ' 

10. No ; because resorting to compulsory measmes would cause an ill-feeling between the Boards and 
the people, which is not desirable in a small community. When education is free and absolutely compulsory 
by law, with proper persons appointed to look after defaulting parents, then, and then only, will careless 
parents send their children to school. 

ll. No. -
12. The matter has been placed in the hands of the Central Board. 
13. No. . 
14. · U nnecessarv hitherto. 

· 15. No ·compul~ion used; parents when asked always promised to send their children, but veq often 
failed to do so. 

16. Yes. 
17. Yes, in all known cases. 
18. No. Compulsory measures have been threatened, but have never been put in force; attendant 

trouble and expense too great to incur whilst loopholes for escape of the_ culpable parties are so ready to 
-hand. 

19. Generally. _ 
20. No ; reason, bad roads. ,, 
21. In many cases notice has been given by Cliairman· to the parents. No other compuls_~1-y measures 

resorted to. · 
22. The _plan has been tried and partially failed; and we find the A.et can be evaded. 
23. No. _ . 
24. No ; but they might be. 
25. Coni_pulso1-y measures have not been resorted to until other an_d milder ones have been tried ; so 

far the latter have been attended with success. 
· 26. No ; no reason exists. 

27. None necessary at present. 
28. Never had occasion to resort to compulsory measmes. 
29. Not as yet ; it being considered that the Act is not stringent enough. 
30. No ; there is riot sufficient or proper accommodation for those who attend voluntarily. 
31. Yes, as far as possible, the nearest Court being twenty miles awfly over a very bad road; and 

absPnce of Justice of the Peace. · 
· 32. l\i"ot always; a general unwillingness to act as informers. 

33. Building not large enough to enforce. 
34. There has been no necessity for extreme measures. 
35. 
36. No ; tq.e late Chairman did his best to carrv ot1t such provision, but unsuccessfully. 
37. 'l'he Board are not aware of any such cases: · 
38. There are no cases of non-attendance. 
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39. No compulsory measures have been resorted to, persuasion being generally successful. 
40. Yes. 
41. Yes, where persuasion has failed. 
42. There being a private school in the district, the compulsory attendance clause is. evacled sometimes 

by sending the children to the private school for a time. · 
43. No ; in consequence of the apathy of the police, compulsory measures have not been resorted to. 
44. Not any. . · . 
45. No. 
46. No, none. · 
47. Vide 22. 
48. 
49. No; persuasive, generally. 
50. Yes: 
51. No; on the general principle that children's services are indispensable to their parents a~ harvest 

time and like occasions, owing to scarcity oflabour in the district. 
52. Compulsory Act in its present state not considered workable. 
53. No. 
54. Compulsion is not always resorted to, because the legislation upon _the subject. ·does not fix a 

minimum standard of school attendance, and thus attempts at compulsion are easily thwarted. 
55. None. · 
56. No. They were resorted to on one occasi.o~, and the cases fell through, as the sufficiency of 

Magistrates was not present, and it.had such an injurious effect on the parents that they withdrew their 
children altogether; and in one case, where there were five in the family attending school, they were sent to 
New Norfolk school, a distance of seven miles, to· evade the compulsory clause, although the present school 
is not more than half a mile distant from their house. 

57. No. 
58. Tiie names of absentees, after a certain time, are · handed to the visiting officer, unless in cases of 

sickness ; the parents are warned by him ; attendance of the children follows. 
59. 

· 60. No ; there being nq occasion to resort to compulsory measures within the stated distance. 
61. Dislike to enforce the law. 
62. Compulsory measures have been resorted to in some instances, and the Board are of oprnion that 

the compulsory clauses should be more generally enforced. · 
63. Compulsion not necessary here. 
64. No ; school-room too small. 
65. Yes, whenever such cases are reported to· the Board. 
66. No ; the proper officer lives at too great a distance from the village. 
67. As Chairman I have never had to put in force compulsory measures. The visitor under the Board 

of Education has made a return of children who have been compelled to attend the under-mentioned schools 
under the compulsory clauses of" The Education Act :"-Central School,· 32 children, of 17 families.. (This 
return extends over some years.) 

68. No ; reason-more can be done by persuasion than compulsion. 
69. Want of room prevents the Board from compelling attendance. 
70. More can be clone by persuasion than compulsion. · , 
71. No, beyond giving information to the Board's visiting officer on his monthly visits. 
72 and 73. · See answer to 22. 
74. Law not effective somehow. 
75. 

. 76. Any attempts to enforce compulsory measures have been unsuccessful. The Magistrates invariably 
let off the delinquent parents, on the ever ready plea that their children are taught at home, no matter how 
utterly illiterate the parents themselves" may be. 

77. No ; compulsory clauses invidious, and no one wishes to act. The Local Board ·suggest that the 
police should be instructed to act in isolated districts. 

78. Compulsory measures have not been resorted to; the Local Board is averse to resort to compulsion, 
believing that it would cause ill feeling between the members of the Board and their neighbours. 

79. Compulsory measures have been at various times resorted to. 
80. This matter has been left to the officer appointed for that purpose by the Central Board. 

· 81. No compulsory means have ever been resorted to ; the members of the Local Board being unwilling 
to perform the duties of summoning officers, and are of opinion that either the police should perform such 
duties, or that an officer be appointed to visit school districts for that purpose. 

82. The want of a legal definition of 1vhat constitutes attendance in the act. This Board suggests four 
days per week. 

Question 24. Gan you give us any instances in 1vhich regularity of attendanc_e has been p1·ocured by 
compulsory measures ? 

1. 
2. Compulsory measures have not been tried. 
3. Yes, on one or two occasions after the Act first came into force. The Act is defective, denoting 

that the framers were anxious to steer a middle course. 
· 4. No ; regularity of attendance cannot be procured by compulsion, as the Act does not define 

attendance; but it has frequently been procured by persuasive measures. 
5. See answer by No. 4, same Chairman. 
6. See answer by N 6. 4, same Chairman. 
7, 8. No. r -•• , J;i 



9. 
10 to 13; No. 
14. Compulsion has never been resorted to. 

· 15. No. 
16. Yes. 
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17. In most of the.compulsory cases the attendance is irregular, there being no power to compel regular 
attendance. · · . 

18· to 21. No. 
22. In three or four instances parents were summoned and the Magistrates threatened. to fine them if 

they did not send their children more regularly,' and afterwards there was an improvement in attendance for 
some months. 

23. 
24. ·No. 
25. No ; but instances may be given of additional regularity resulting out of persuasion and the threat 

of compulsion. 
26 to 30. No. 
31. Yes. 
32, 33. No. 
34. Cannot specify particular instances, but the members of Local Board have, both individually and 

collectively, used efforts successfully by threatening to enforce the clauses. 
35. · 
36. No; compulsory measures have been tried with no good results,l 
37 to 39. No .. 
40. In compulsory cases the children have made a fair average. 
41. Yes. . 
42. S-ome years ago regularity of attendance was procured by compulsory measures. 
43 to 46. No. . • 
47. Vide 22. 
48. No. 
49. For a limited time only. 
50 to 55. No. 
56. No insta,nce in this neighbourhood. 
57 to 59. No. 
60. Not any. 
61. No. 
62. Yes. 
63. 
64. No. 
65. All the parents proceeded against have complied with the order. We have no definition of 

regularity of attendance. 
66. No. 
67. Nor:e. 
68 to 72. No. 
73. See. 22. 
74. No. 
75. 
76. No. The feeling in this neighbourhood, at least among the majority of the people, is that if 

education is to be compulsory it ought to be free, and that it is wrong to compel a man to send his children 
to school and at the same time make him pay for their education. The writer takes the opportunity 
however of disclaiming any sympathy with such views, and considers that the present system is as liberal as 
could be desired. · 

77. No. ' 
78. None. 
79. No. 
80. Only ·in one instance. 
81. No, but children have attended after parents were threatened. 
82. Yes. 

Question 25. Does t!te Board res01·t to persuasii:e rat!ter than compuls01y measures rvith t!te 1Jarents 
ef non-attending children, and rvith m!tat success? 

1. · The Board cannot be said to take any action in the matter. 
2. Persuasive measures have been used with success. 
3. The Board has not resorted, as a rule, to the persuasive or compulsory measures. 
4. Frequently, with very partial success. 
5, 6. See answer by No. 4, same Chairman. 
7. Persuasion has been resorted to by individual members of the Board. 
8. The Board h!).s hitherto done very little, but in the summer time there are very few who do not 

attend. 
9. 

10. Yes ; but not generally successful. 
ll. The persuasive is found to act the best; in some cases law must be resorted to. 
12. Persuasive, but not always successful. . 
13. Compulsory measures are not resorted to at present. 
14. Yes ; usually ·with success; 



15. Yes; persuasive m_easures. . . . 
16. The compulsory measure is necessary with but few parents. 
17. The Board has taken no action in the matter. . 
18. To persuasive :rather than to compulsory nieasm;es, ;with fair results. 
19. Yes·; with varying success. · , .. 
20. No. 
21. Yes; persuasive. . . . 
22. Generally the parents are written to by the Chairman; persuasion does not often_ answer. 
23. ·Persuasion.rather than compulsion, with partial success. . . 
24. Yes; the Board never has resorted to compulsory measures,~it was left to the Truant Officer. 
25. Persuasive ; successfully. · 
26. Yes ; with fair success. 
27. Yes ; and with success. 
28. Always ; and have found it answer. 
29. Members have done so, mostly without success. 
30. No. 
31. Yes. 
32. Yes ; ~ith considerable success. 
33. Yes. 
34. Yes; successfully. But persuasion would be of little effept were it not backed up' by fear of 

the law. . 
35. Yes ; with fair success. 
36. Persuasion, with very little success. Owing- to want of labour families have to b_e self-dependent, 

and young children can contribute their quota of help. · 
37. Have had no occasion to try. 
38. Yes. 
39. Persuasive; generally with success. 
40. Yes.; with good success. 
41. Yes ; with fair success. 
42. To persuasive rather than to compulsory measures, and generally with success. 
43. To persuasive measures. · 
44. The Board acts on the ·persuasive, with success. 
45. Yes ; persuasive measures are adopted with great success. 
46. Yes ; with very partial success. - · 
47. Vide 22. 
48. No. 
49. Yes ; satisfactory. 
50. Yes ; succeed in some instances. 
51. The conciliatory rather than the compulsory has always been the Board's policy, with fair results. 
52. Yes ; with poor success. 
53. Yes; with partial success. 
54. · The teacher uses persuasive measures with some success. 
55. Yes ; with very little success: · 
56. Persuasive measures have been tried, but with very little success: 
57. To persuasive rather than compulsory measures. · 
58. Persuasive rather than compulsory successful, I believe, for the time being. 
59. Persuasive measures hitherto have fairly succeeded. 
60. Yes. 
61. Persuasion has been used with some effect. 
62. Yes ; _with some success. 
63. 
64. The building is so small that the Board does not urge the attendance of more children. 
65. A warning is sometimes given before adopting compulsion. · 
66. Persuasive. 
67. Tlrn Local Board has no occasion to i~terfere in this matter. The master and the visitor always 

use persuasive measmes first, and generally with success. 
68. Yes ; with good success. . 
69. 
70. Yes ; with good success. 
71. It does neither. 
72. To persuasive. 
73. Yes. 
74. The Board leaves this in the hands of the Government Officer whose stated duty it is. 
75. Board clone nothing. 
76. Persuasive;. sometimes with success. . 
77. Persuasive measures have been resorted to, but with very little effect. 
78. The Board always tries persuasive measures, and with fair suc_cess. 
79. Persuasion ; and generally successfi.ll. · 
80. There has not been any necessity for appeals to pal'ents, either by persuasion or compulsion, except 

as above stated. · 
81. Yes ; and have induced parents to sehcl their children in some instances. But where there are 

many p1;ivate schools of an inferior kind, it is difficult to ascertain whether the children attend school 
regularly. 

82. Yes. 
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Question 26. Do individual 1nembe1·s of tlte Local Board frequently visit tlie scliool? 

1, 2. No. 
3. Not as often as they should. However, they lmve promised better behaviour for the futme'. 
4. Some frequently ; others occasionally ; others not at all. 
5, 6. Occasionally. 
7. No. 
8. Occasionally, but not frequently. 
9. No. . 

10. They visit, but not frequently. 
11. No. · 
12. No ; two occasionally. 
13. Yes. 
14. Generally. 
15, 16. No. 
17, 18. Occasionally. 
19. Frequently visited b_y one member. 
20. Yes. 
21. Occasionally. 
22. Not often. 
23. No. 
24. Very seldom. 
25. Yes, ninety visits . 

. 26. No .. 
27. One in 1882. 
28 to 33. Yes. 
34. The Chairman only. The other members have tried the experiment and abandoned it as useless, 

their visits tending to interrupt school work, without any compensating advantages. 
35. Seldom. 
36. Very seldom. 
37. vVith the exceptiqn of the Church of England minister, the members of the Board have not latterly 

clone so. 
38. Yes. 
39. Occasionally. 
40. Yes, often. 
41. Occasionally. 
42. vVith the exception of the Chairman, individual members of the Local Board hardly ever visit the 

school. 
43. Yes, frequently. 
44. Occasionally. 
45. Yes. 
46. No. 
47. No ; the Chairman has visited the school on several occasions. 
48, 49. No. 
50. Not very often ; only myself. 
51. Occasionally. 
52. Yes. 
53. Not frequently. 
54. Occasional visits are paid by members of the Local Board. 
55. Not frequently. 
56. Occasionally. 
57. Yes. 
58. The school is occasionally visited by the Chairman of the Local School Board. 
59. No, with the exception of Chairman. 
60. Yes. 
61. Not often. 
62. Yes. 
63. Occasionally. 
64. The Chairman of the Local Board visits the school at least once a week, the other members 

never. 
65. Not so often as is desirable. 
66. The Chairman only. 
67. No. 
68 to 70. Occasionally. 
71. Seldom or ever. 
72. No ; lorig distance prevents such visits. 
73. No. 
74. The Chairman regularly. 
75. No. 
76. Yes. 
77. Only occasionally. 
78. Individual members of the Board occasionally visit school. 
79. Yes. 
80. None bt1t the Chairman. 
81, 82. Yes. 
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Question 27. Are official visits qf the Board 11aid to the School, and with rvh<J,t .frequenl:y?. 

1. They aJ·e not paid at all. 
2. N 9 official visits are paid. 
3. Only :very oqcasionally. . · 
4·. The Board never pay official visits. . 
5. See answer by No._ 4, same Chairman. 
6. See answer by No. 4, same Chairman. 
7 to 9. No. . 

10. They _visit, but, not frequently. 
11, 12. No. .. . . 
13. Official yisits of Board confined to days of meeting. 
14. No. . · 
15. None lately. . 
16. Only when Board meetings are held. 
17, 18. No_. . . . 
19. No authority to do so. 
20 to 23. No. 
24. Sometimes. 
25. O:qly at the periodical (,)Xaminations of the Inspector. 
26 to 28. No. 
29. Yes, once every month between meetings of the Local School Board. 
30. Two official visits during past 12 months. · · 
31. Yes ; once every three months. 
32. No, not. in a body, of the Local Board. 
33. Rarelv. 
34. Not often .. Their visits as a Board would, save for some special purposes, be fruitl!)ss. 
35. None. 
36. Official visits are not paid to the school. 
37. No. · · , 
38. Yes, at all school examinations, &c. There has been no occasion for such. 
39. No official visits. 
40, 41. No. . 
42. Official visits of the Local Board ai·e not paid to the school. 
43. Yes, twice a year. 
44. Not frequently. 
45. Once a year. 
46to49. No. 
50. Seven times last year . 

. 5L No. 
52 .. Occasionally. 
53. No. 
54. Such visits have been made annually. 
55. No. • 
56. While the Board met every month meetings were held in the school alternately. 
57. Occasionally. · 
58. There do not appear to have been any official visits paid to the school recently. 
59. No official visit from Inspector for the last 18 months. 
60. No. · 
61. Few, if any, official visits paid. 
62. Occasionally. Monthly returns certified to by Chairman .. 
63. Generally at examination by Inspector. 
·64. Only as above. · . 

_. 65. Meetings of the Board are occasionally held at the school-house just before the school closes, when 
members inspect the working of.the school. 

66. By the Chairman only. 
67. Only by the Chairman. 
68. There are no official visits paid. 
69. No. 
70. There are no official visits paid. 
71. No. 
72. No. See answer to 26. 
73.'No. 
74. When they can be of service. 
75. No. 
76. Yes, about twice a year. 
77, 78. No. 
79. Once a year. 
80. No official visits made by the Board. 
81. No; the Local Board has no power to examine. 
82. No. 

Question 28. Hom often have repor·ts been sent by the Local Board to the Central Boar·d each year 
during tlte la.~t five years ? 

i. I am not aware that any teports, as distinct from letters, upon matters connected with the_ school, 
have ever been .made to the Central Boatd, or that any provision is made for such ~eports. 
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2, 3. None. · . · . .. . 
4. Communications on matters connected with the school are sent to the Central Board as occasion 

requires. The letter-book shows during 1878, 4; 1879, 10; 1880, 3; 1881, 6 ; 1~82, 3. 
5, 6. See answer by No. 4, same Chairman. · 
7. These reports are not required by the rules for the guidance of Local Boards, and have not been 

sent to the Central, no necessity for so doing having arisen. · · 
8. No reports have been sent, so far as we can learn, regarding the work of tlie school. 
9. None. 

10. About once a year. 
11. None have been sent. 
12. Reports have not been asked for and have.not been sent. 
13. Reports of business have been regularly sent after each Board meeting. 
14. Numerous reports have been sent. 
15. None, as regards school. 
16. Never. 
17. There have been none sent. 
18. No special reports on the state of the school have been made by the· Local Board ; such ·reports 

are made twice a year by the Inspector. 
19. 
20. In consequence of the death of local Chairman, not able to answer this question ; none sent or 

applied for during the last two years. 
21. No reports made by the' Board, except with reference to school repairs. 
22, .23. No reports sent. 
24, 25. Never. 

' 26. Three reports have been sent in. 
27. Eightreports from 1878 to 1881 ; one in 1882. 
28. No ·official reports have ever been sent. 
29. . 
30. None sent or applied for. 
31. Once a year for the two years the school has been in existence. 
32, 33. None. 
34. We fail to comprehend this question. The only "reports " within the province of the Local Board 

are such as relate to inegularities on the part of a teacher. None such have been necessary .. 
35. None. · 
36. None have been sent. The School Inspector visits and reports. 
37. No reports through the Local Board. 
38. 
39. Two in 1880, one in 1881. 
40, 41. None. 
42. No reports from the Local Board have been sent to the Central Board within my term of office. 
43. No reports, excepting repairs to school. 
44. None. 
45. Cannot say. 
46. 
47. None. 
48. Not to the knowledge of the present Board. 
49. None. · 
50. None requested. 
51. Never, save the teacher's monthly reports countersigned by the Chairman. 
52. Reports never sent. 
53. No reports have been sent. 
54. 
55. None. 
56. ·A few reports were sent by the Chairman with the authority of the Board,-during first year 

about two or three,-treating of complaints of the teachers by some of the parents. 
57. Not sent at all, as a rule .. 
58. No reports have been sent during the last five years. 
59. Vide answer to question 10. 
60. Not any that I am aware of. 
61. None. 
62. Each month, as stated in answer to 27. 
63. Yes.; ten -times within three years. 
64. None ever sent. 
65. No reports have been necessary, save as to state of buildings, furniture, &c. 
66, 67. None. 
68. Four in 1879, one in 1881, none in 1882. 
69. None. 
70. One in 1880, one in 1881, one in 1882, and two in 1883. 
71. On two occasions. 
72. 
73. None sent. 
74. Not aware that any such reports were expected. 
75. None. 
76. Many letters relating to the working of the school, the condition of the school premises, and other 

matters during- the past five years, have been sent to the Central Board, but no formal reports have been 
-submitted by the Local Board at reg·ular intervals. 
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77. No reports have ,been sent .to the Board. 
78. No reports have been sent to the Central Board, the Local Board not being aware that · it was 

customary to do so. · 
79. No reports. 
80. Only once ·during that period. 
81. In 1877, five communications ; in 1878, three ; in 1879, four ; in 1880, two·; and in 1881, three. 

In 1882, four communications were addressed to the Central Board. 
82. No. . 

Question 29. Do these reports, when sent, always proceed fi·om tlte Boa1·d at any .qf its meetings, or do 
they most fi·equently proceed from the Chairman alone without the Jmow'ledge qf the other Membei·s o.f tlte 
Board? 

l.. 
-2. No reports have been sent. 
3. 
4. Frequently from the Chairman, who does not on ~11 occasions (when communication with the 

Central Board is necessary) call meetings, but in all matters of importance consults with such other 
members of the Board as are within reach. 

5 and 6. See answer by No. 4.-Same Chairman. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

10. Certified copies ·of all proceedings of the Board are forwarded to Central Board for information. 
On other matters the Chairman communicates direct, reporting to Local Board at next meeting. 

ll. Always from the Board. 
12. No reports sent. 
l3. I.n r,eports sent, the Chairman acts as mouthpiece of the Board. 
14. From the Board. 
15, 16, and 17. None sent. 
18 .. See answ:er to .previous question. 
19. 
20. None sent. 
21. Most frequently from the Chairman. 
22. 
23. 
24. None sent. 
25. No reports made by anybody, and none ever called for by Board of Education. 
26. Always proceed from the Board. · 

· 27. From the Board at its meetings. 
28. No reports ever sent. 
29. 
30. 
31. No, from Chairman, but read to Board at next meeting. 
32. None sent. 
33. 
34. 
35. 
36. 
37.' Any reports latterly have been sent by the Chairman. 
38. 
39. From the Local Board's meetings. 
40. None paying reduced fees. Five on free list. 
41. Nil. 
42. Reports, i.f made, would proceed from a Board meeting. 
43. Always proceed from Local Board. 
44. Nil. 
45. From.the Local School Board. 
46. 
47. 
48. 

'49. 
50. None requested. 
51. None sent. 
52. 
53. 
54. 
55. 
56. All other communications have been sent by the Chairman without the knowledge of the otlier 

niembers of the Board. 
57. 
58. 
59. Vide answer question 10. 
60. 
6i. 
62. From the Chairman. 



100 

63. From the Local Board. 
~. . .... 
65. All communications have proceeded from the Chairman after consulting the Board. 
66. 
67. 
68. Generally from the meeti_ngs ofthe Boa1·d. 
69. 
70. Generally from the meeting of'the Board. 
71. By the Chairman, but with the knowledge of the Board. 
72. From the Board as a body. 
73. 
74. 
75. 
76. All communications from the Chairman are sent with the knowledge and approval of the other 

members of the Board. 
77. No reports or complaints would be sent to the Central Board without the knowledge of the 

members of the Local Board. 
78. 
79. 
80. The report last above-mentioned emanated from the Board, and was forwarded by the Chairman. 
81. Those communications from the Chairman, by direction of the Board generally. Mere matters of 

routine are som·etimes transacted by the Chairman alone. 
82. From Chairman alone. 

Question 30. Hom niany child1·en an there in the School paying 1·editced .fees, and !tom niany on the 
free list? 

1. Fifty-on~ at th~ reduced fee of threepence and· three at three halfpence. There are none absolutely 
free. 

· 2. The parents and teacher make special arrangements. None on the free list. 
3. All the children are paying reduced fees : such was the · custom before the present teacher took 

charge, and he finds it difficult to alter it, although many of the parents are in a position to pay the full fee. 
None up to date on the free list. · 

4. On free list, 5; paying reduced fees, 2, pay 6d. each instead of7d. 
5. Three on the free list. The teacher has to take what fees he can get, no one paying more than 6d. 

a week. 
6. None at reduced rates ; none on the free list. 
7. Eighteen p'aying reduced fees ; 17 on the free list. 
8. The majority of the children pay less than the regulation fee. The·re are 11 free scholars on the 

list. 
9. 

10. None reduced ; · 2 on the free list. 
11. None reduced; l on the free list. 
12. None. 
13. Reduced fees about 24. 
14. Three reduced fees and 7 free scholars. 
15. None. 
16. Abo.ut·6 paying reduced fees and 16 on free list. 
17. Eight paying reduced fees; 6 on free list. 
18. Three reduced ; none free. 
19. None at present. 
20. None reduced ; four free. 
21. Fourteen at reduced rates ; 10 free. 
22. Twelve at reduced i·ates ; 11 on free list. 
23. Six at reduced fees ; 3 on the free list. 
24. Twenty-five paying reduced fees, and seventeen free. 
25. Reduced, 9 ; free, 9. , _ 
26. None paying reduced fees ; 7 on tlle free list. 
27. Three paying reduced fees ; eight free. 
28. None. 
29. Payments of fees are very irregular, the teacher in no case charging· the full fee. Fifteen on the 

free list. -
30. 
31. None. 
32. None reduced ; 10 on free list. 
33. Thirty-five free and at reduced rates. 
34. During year 1882-reduced, 18; free, 11. 
35. Reduced, 5. 
36. 
37. No free list. 
38. None ; free list, 6. 
39. Three at reduced rates. No free scholars. 
40. 
41. Three reduced ; 19 free. 
42. There are at present 12 scholars on the free list attending school, the others pay the full fee. 

.. 
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43. Six ; none on free list. 
44. At the pres.ent 9 free ; 1 reduced fee. 
45. Owing to the poverty of the district, all, except one, are either on the free list or paying only 

reduced fees. . . . 
46. Nearly all paying low fees; 5 only on free list. · . . 
47. Three children at one time paid reduced fees, but there are none doing so· at pres·ent. There are 

.none on the free list of the Central Board. The mistress has admitted two scholars free of charge without 
the sanction of the Local School Board, on permission given by the Central Board before the Loca~ Board 
was constituted. 

48. 
49. Ten; 15. 
50. About 6 ; about 30 . 
51. Five children paying reduced fees ; none on free list. 
52. Six reduced fees ; 1 free scholar. 
53. None ; 5 on free list. 
54. It is entirely a free school. 
55. Fiv:e reduced ; 15 free. 
56. None on reduced fees: For some time 3 out of a family of 5 w~re · admitted free, and when the 

poncession was stopped, as the Board considered the parents were able to pay, the whole of the children 
.. were received ; they Ii ved just beyond the prescribed distance. . 

57. Nineteen pay reduced fees ; 13 are on free list, but 4 are the teacher's children. 
58. Fifteen paying reduced fees ; 6 free. 
59. None ; on free list, 7. 
60. Thei·e are 8 paying, and 12 on the free list. 
61. March, 1883-27 at reduced fees; 10 free.list .. 
62. About 5 or 6 paying reduced fees; about.24 on free list. 
63. Three on free list ; · remainder full fees. 
64. Four free. 
65. Four on reduced fees ; 6 free. 
66. O,1e on the free list. 
67. Twenty children pay reduced fees. There are .no free scholars. 
68. None on reduced fees ; 5 on free list. 
69. Thirty-one. . 
70. Seven on the free list·; none paying reduced fees. 
71. There are no free lists in town schools. Boarded-out and pauper children are ordered to. attend 

the school, for whose instruction no payment is made. 
72. None paying reduced fees ; 6 on free list. 
73. None. 
74. Last year 20 on free list; 39 at 3d. per week. 
75. Two families of 4, some small children, pay 10.~. per quarter ; 4 at 5s. per quarter ; and others I 

take what I can get, as I know they are poor, and have a great objection to be on the free list, which I nqw 
never use. 

76. None. . 
77. No children on free list at present. 
78. None at reduced rates ; 5 on free list. 
79. No children paying reduced fees. 

· 80. Thirteen scholars on the reduced scale of fees list; and three, being members of the teacher's own 
family, on the free list. 

81. No children paying reduced fees ; 8 on free list. 
82. Eighteen paying reduced fees ; 6 on free list. 

Question 31. Does the teache1· admit scholars at reduced rqtes, or receive any as ji·ee scholars, rcitlwut 
the knowledge or sanction qf tlie Board? 

1. In the case of very young children they are admitted by the teacher into the infant division of the 
school at the reduced rate of 3d. per week. Children other than those paying reduced· fees have been 
admitted by order of the Chairman of the Local Board. 

2. The parents and teacher make special arrangements ; no free scholars. 
3. None for which he receives Government pay. 
4. Teacher receives no free scholars without the sanction of the Local Board. 
5. No free scholars admitted without the sanction of the Board. 
6. No. . 
7. He does. Parents in most cases bring their children to him, and, as he knows the circumstances 

of .most of them, he admits some at reduced fees. On behalf of the teacher, it is well to state that this is 
purely a matter between himself and the parent. The loss arising from diminished fees n_ot only affects his 

· present income, but also the amount he mif2:ht otherwise claim as a 1·etiring allowance. No scholars are 
placed on tli.e " free list" without the sanction of the Local Board. 

8. No. 
9. 

10 to 12. No. 
13. Yes, at reduced rates ; but never any on free list. 
14. No. 
15. None on free list. 
16, 17. No. 
18. The teacher admit3 certain scholars at reduced rates and others gratis to induce their attendance,ias 

from distance of residence or ages of children the parents could not be compelled to send them to school. 
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19, 20. No. 
2L Free children with sanction of Chairman, other children at reduced rates by the teacher. 
22 to 24. No. . · 
25. The teacher does not consult the Board about reduced rates. 
26. Yes. · 
27 to 33. No. 
34. Reduced rates? Yes, where parents are poor and not wishing to be put on free list. Free scholars? 

35. Yes. 
36. No. 
37. Not aware of any. 
38 to 46. No. 
47. 
48. No. 
49. Under special circumstances. 
50. The teacher has admitted the few she has, but does not receive any child as a free scholar without 

my sanction and written form. 
51. He receives at reduced -rates without sanction of Board, but not free scholars; 
52, 53. No. 
54. Besides those children admitted to the school by the Local Board, others are admitted by recom

mendation from the Benevolent Society or the Board's Visiting Officer, Cir the Visiting Officer of .boarded-
out children. · 

55. Yes, sometimes; reduced fees. 
56. No. 
57. Yes, at reduced rates. No, as to .free scholars, 
58. Yes; but not unless there is some good·reason. 
59. 60. No. 
61. Scholars at reduced rates admitted by teacher ; free ones by the Board. 
62. Some ; but no free scholars admitted without knowledge of the Board. 
63 to 66. No. 
67. The master has the sanction of the Board. 
68 to 70. No. 
71. Yes. 
72. No. 
73. A few. 
74. 
75. I never applied but once, and Rev. E. Walsh told me ·he could not conscientiously give a free 

certificate. 
76. There are no free scholars. 

· 77. When there are more than three children in a family a reduction is 1!1ade in.fees, and no free scholars 
are received without the sanction of the Local Board. 

78, 79. No. 
80. This matfer is generally left to the discretion of the teacher. 
81. No ; children on 'free list must have a voucher from the Chairman of Local Board. 
82. No. 

Question 32. A.1·e any schola1·s on tlte free "list rvltose parents m·e able to pay the ordinary or reduced 
fees! 

1 to 5. No. 
6. 
7. No, Most of them are boarded-out children. 
8. No. 
9. Not at present. 
10 to 21. No. 
22. Not to the knowledge of the Local Board, who carefnlly consider the subject at every meeting. 
23 to 29. No. 
30. Yes. 
31 to 37. No. 
38. Hardly ; there are three which may possibly be able to pay in the future. 
39. None. 
40. Only one whose parents might be able to pay. 
41 to 49. No. 
50. Some few have lately been found able to do so, and are now taken off the free list. 
51, 52, 53. No. 
54. Not with the knowledge of Local Board. 
55, 56. No. 
57. Yes, two. 
58. No. 
59. ·we are doubtful, but will make strict enquiries. 
60. No. 
61. Perhaps some of the parents might pay reduced fees for some of their children. 
62, 63, 64. No. 
65. The Board do not know of any. 
66to70. No. · 
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71. No free list. 
72, 73. No. 
74. None at present. 
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75. I have none such as are generally understood by this term. 
76. There are no scholars on the free list. 
77; 78, 79. No. 
80. Not to the knowledge of the Board. 
81. ,There are not supposed to be any admitted.free whose parents ,can afford to pay. In general they 

arifthe children of :very poor parents. 
82. No. 

Question 33. Has the Teacher muclt difficulty in collecting ltisfees, and is lte frequently compelled to 
take payment in kind instead of cash ? 

1, 2. No. 
3. There is a difficulty in collecting fees ; no, he is not compelled so to do. 
4. ·No, to both questions. · 
5. Yes. 
6. Sometimes ; sometimes in kind, sometimes not at all. 
7. Not much ; there are two or three cases where the teacher _has received very little remuneration 

from the parents ; he has received remuneration in kind from a few, but the articles supplied were at a fair 
cost, and were as good to the teacher as their equivalent in cash. · 

8. The teacher informs us that he finds it difficult to collect, and has sometimes to take payment ein 
kind at excessive prices. · 

9. . 
10. No difficulty ; nothing in kind. 
11. Yes. 
12.·No. 
13. Very little ; sometimes. . 
14. Yes ; is not compelled to take payment in kind. 
15. No difficulty. 
16. There is considerable difficulty in collecting fees ; no fees taken in kind. 
17. No. 
18. Very little difficulty; no payment in kind. 
19. He has difficulty in collecting some. 
20. In absence of late teacher, not able to answer this question. 
21. Does not take payment in kind ; not any great difficulty in collecting fees. 
22. Yes, and often has to take payment in kind or would not get paid at all. 
23. Not much. . . 
24. No. 
25. There is difficulty about collecting fees; teacher has often to wait for harvest,-has £20. owing· to 

him now ; he has not been actually compelled to take payment in kind, but has done so in the instance of 
parents of the poorer class as a matter of accommodation to them. 

26. No difficulty is experienced in collecting fees in money. 
27. The present teacher has had little experience in this school ; the forme1· teacher had some difficulty 

in collecting his fees. . · 
28. None ; never. 
29. Yes. 

cash. 
30. Believe that teachers have experienced slight difficulty with some parties ; payments always in 

31, 32. No. 
33. Cash payments, but has much difficulty in collecting. 
34. This subject does not come under our cognizance, but we believe that there is little difficulty. 
35. Not much ; in cash. 
36. Not much ; occasionally in kind. 
37. No difficulty, as far as the Board know. 
38. No. 
39. Very little difficulty ; not compelled to take payment in kind. 
40. Very little difficulty in collecting fees. 
41: No. 
42. The teacher has no difficulty in collecting his fees, and is not compelled to take payment in "kind 

instead of cash in any case. 
43. The teacher does not always get money. · 
44. No difficulty; kind occasionally accepted instead of cash. 
45, 46. No. . 
47. The fees, with one exception, are paid regularly ; payment in kind is not practical. 
48. 
49. Not any. 
50. Not at present time ; no. 
51. Never much, if any, difficulty ; never required to take it in kind. 
52, 53. No. 
54. 
55. Tliere is a difficulty ; sometimes received in kind. 
56. Yes, in almost all cases ; he is glad to take payment in kind, such as milk at 6d. per quart. 
57. Sometimes. 
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· 58. Not much difficulty ; a ·certain per-centage he never expects to get, but it amounts to very. little ; 

not compelled to take payment in kind instead of cash. . · 
59. Not as a rule. 
60, 61. No. 
62. Yes, and occasionally receives payment in kind. 
63. No. · 
64. 
65. The Local Board believes that no teacher at the Torquay school has been able -to collect the fees 

due to him. Collection of fees by the teacher, the Local School Board think, places him in an undesirable 
position, and is prejtl.dicial to the school. 

66. No. 
67. In some cases; no payment in kind. 
68. Not much difficulty. 
69. No. 
70. Yes. 
71. Parents get in arrears with their payments frequently, and when pressed to pay, remove the children ; 

no payments in kind. . 
~m~ . 
74. Not much on the whole; only with a few. 
75. Some few noble exceptions ; I have, but as a general rule school fees are grudgingly paid. 
76. No, he has no difficulty in collecting the fees. 

, 77. No difficulty is experienced in collecting fees; all pay in cash. 
" 78. No difficulty in collecting fees ; paid in cash .. 

79. No difficulty. . 
80. No difficulty whatever. 
81. The teacher has great difficulty in collecting the fees, and frequently fails to get them at all. The 

parents of the children attending this school are chiefly from the adjoining Colony of Victoria, and not 
having been used to do so, object strongly to pay fees ; the fees are a constant source of disagreement 
between the teacher and the parents. 

82. No. 

Question 34. Is the school building usedfor religious 01· 1mblic meetings 01·for entertainments? 

1. The school building is used for Sunday school purposes by the Church of England, and occasionally 
for entertainments and parish meetings. 

2. No. 
3. 
4 to 6. No. 
7. Very rarely, and always with the consent of the Central Board, recommended by the Local Board. 
8. It is sometimes used for entertainments by permission of the Central Board. 
9. Occasionallv. 

10. For rel~&imis and Sttnday school meetings only. 
11 to 13. l'lo. 
14. For divine service only. 
15. Yes. 
16 and 17 .. No. 
18. It is used for divine service by the Church of England minister and lay reader; and very 

occasionally for tea meetings in connection with that church. 
19 to 21. No. 
22. ,¥here the school is at present held is a Baptist Chapel, and is used for religious pmposes. 
23. No. 
24. Religious meetings only. 
25 to 27. No. 
28. ·Yes, both. 
29. Yes. 
30. No. 
31. Yes. 
32. For religious meetings only. 
33. Owned by Gospel Hall Committee. 
14. Upon rare occasions it has been usual for public entertainments in aid of local objects, but never 

without the joint consent of conductor and Central and Local Boards. 
35 and 36. Yes. 
37. Occasionally. 
38. For religious purposes. 
39. There has only been one magic lantem entertainment. 
40. No. 
41. Yes, for public meetings and entertainments. 
42. The school building is used for religious service, and has at different times been used for 

concerts, &c. 
43 .. No. 
44. Relig·ions services and entertainments. 
45 and 46. Yes. 
47. The school building has not been used for any but school purposes. 
48 and 49. No. 
50. It is not. 
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51. No. 
52. For divine service. 
53. Used for religious purposes. 
54. No. 
55. Yes, for religious purposes. 
56. Yes. . 
57. No. 
58. Not used for any other than school purposes; . . . 
59. It was applied for for one Sunday evening·service each month. 
60. It is used by the English Church for divine service. 
61. Road Trust holds meetings. 
62 to 65. No. 
66. Yes. 
67 to 69. No.' 
70. Yes, for religious meetings. 
71.f Used as a Sunday school. 
72. Occasionally used for religious purposes. 
73. No. 
74. Yes. 
75. As an Episcopal Church. 
76. Yes, for religious services once or twice a month, and for concerts on two occasions only. 
77. No. 
78. Used for religious meetings, and occasionally for select music and readings. 
79. For religious meetings. .• · 
80. The building is used regularly for religious purposes, and occasionally for entertainments. 
81. Not for religious purposes at present ; occasionally for public meetings, &c. • 
82. No. · 

Question 35. If used fm· religious J)t{1poses, state for rvhat denominations, and horv eften itsed? 

1. 
2, 3 .. Not used. 
4. 
5. 

·6. ·. 
7. On one occasion.within the last five ye~rs, for a tea meeting. The tea meeting was in connection 

with and with the object of raising funds for a Church of England Sunday School, but no meeting of a 
1·eligious character was held. 

.. · 8. Never used for religious purposes. 
, 9. Not so used. . . 
10. Used for Primitive Methodist services. 
11 to 13. Not used. 
14. Church of England, every alternate Sabbath. 
15. For all denominations; no account kept. 
16, 17. Not used. 
18. 
19. 
20. Not used. 
21. 
22. It is used by Baptists and Independents. 
23. 
24. W esleyan,-two on Sunday and once during the week. 
25. Not used. 
26. 
27. 
28. Church of England, usually once a month. 
29. Church of England, once a month. 
30. 
31. Church of England, once a fortnight. 
32. Church of England, once a month ; Roman Catholics, twice a year. 
33. Blue Lights sect every Sunday. 
34. Never so used. 
35. Church of England. 
36. By the Church of England, once every Sunday. 
37. Twice for Church of England services, with sanction of Central Board. 
38. Free Church of Scotland, weekly. 
39. For no religious purposes. 
40. 
41. Not used at all. 
42. It is used for religions purposes every alternate Sunday, by the Church of England minister and 

Presbyterian minister in l'Otation. 
43. None. . . .• 

· ,44_ Chui·ch of. England, not regular. · ·. · · · · · ' ' ·· · · · 
45. ·By Congregationalists when required, so ·as not to interfere with school work,· 
46. Congregational Sunday School weekly. 
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48. 
49. 
50. None. 
51. Never. 
52. Church of England, fortnightly. 
53. Church of England, twice a month. 
54. No. 
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55. Churches of England and Scotland, twice a month. 
56. By the Church of England, once a month. 
57. 
58. Not used for religious purposes. 
59. The Central Board refused, but allowed the use· for Sunday School. 
60. The building belongs to the Church of England. 
61. Not used. · 
62. None. 
63. 
64. Not used. 
65. No. 
66. Church of England, every Sunday. 
67. See No. 34. 
68. No. 
69. 
70. Church of Rome, used once a month. 
71. Church of England, every Sunday. 
72. Catholics, once a quarter. 
73. 
74. Church of England, every week. 
75. Formerly the first Sunday in the month. 
76.· Church of England and Congregationalists. 
77. No. 
78. Presbyterians, once every Sunday. 
79. Episcopalians, once a month ; Presbyterians, once a month. 
80. By Episcopalians and Wesleyans, every Sunday. 
81. When used for religious purposes (Church of England and Wesleyan) alternately every Sunday, 

it caused no dissatisfaction,_ nor interfered in any way with the welfare of the school. 
82. 

Question 36. Does tlte me of tlie solwol-ro01n for religwus 01· otlie1· pu1-poses cause any dissatiefaction 
among the parents, or intmfore in any rvay 1vitli the order, conduct, and welfare qf the school? 

1. I am not aware that it does. 
2. No. 
3. Not used. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. No. 
8. No, as it is not so used. 
9. 

10, 11. No. 
12, 13. Not used. 
14, 15. No. 
16, 17. Not used. 
18. No. 
19. 
20. Not used. 
21. 
22. No. 
23. 
24. No. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. Not in the least. 
29. No. 
30. 
31. No; it is the-Church. 
32 to 38. No. 
39. 
40. 
41. No. 
42. The use of the school-room for religious purposes does not cause any dissatisfaction among the 

parents, and does not interfere in any way with the order, &c. of the school. • 
43. 



44 to 46. No. 
47. 
48. 
49. 
50. Not used. 
51.-. 
52, 53. No. 
54. 
55. No. . 
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56. Not directly. But in the case of tl1is school the portion of the attendants on Divine worship· 
antagonistic to the teacher, and 1.he action of the Government in fencing in the reserve, have taken advantage
of the services to annoy the teacher in a great many ways, such as loitering about the building for several 
hours on Sunday, and making umeasonab!e requests of the teacher for accommodation, &c. 

57. ,• 
58. 
59. No; on the contrary there was always a large attendance. 
60 to 62. None. 
63. 
64. Not used. 
65, 66. No. 
67. See No. 34. 
68. No. 
69. 
70.-No. 
71. No. The property of the Board of Education has, however, occasionally been damaged by' the, 

Sunda,y School children. 
72. None. 
73. 
74. It does interfere. 
75. Not in the slightest degi·ee. 
76, 77. No. 
78. No dissatisfaction, and does not inteifere in any way with the welfare of the school. 
79. No. · 
80. Not so far as the Board is aware of. 
81. Vide 35. 
82. 

Q{rnstion 37. Is corpoml punishment rnuch employed in the School? 

1 to 3. No.· . . 
4. Appears to be employed moderately, and with discretion. 
5. Yes. · · 
6. No. 
7. No; it is seldom 1·esorted to, and only in flag,·ant cases. 
8. No. 
9. 

10. No ; except in extreme cases. 
11 and 12. No. 

· 13. Very seldom. 
14. No. 
15. Not necessary. 
16. No. 
17. No ; very seldom. 
18. No. 
19. Not at present. 
20. No. 
21. Slightly. 
22 to 26. No. 
27. Moderately. 
28. Very moderately. 
29 to 33. No. 

· 34. Matters relating to discipline of school q.o not come under our notice unless complaints be made.~ 
35. No. · ·· 
36. Not very much_ .. 
37 to 39.- No. 
40. Not much requited. 
41. No. 
42. To the best ofmy knowledge corporal punishment is notmuch·employed in the school. 
43 and 44. No. 
45. Only in cases of persistent disobedience. 
46. No. 
47. Corporal punishment has not been much needed, and has not therefore been often employed. 
48. No. · 
49. Not very much. 
50. Very little ~ndeed. 
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-51 to 56. No. 
57. We think not, though complaints have been made. 
58. Not to any great extent. 
59 to 66. No. 
67. Not beyond what is absolutely necessary. 
68. No. 
69. Not more than usual. 
70. No. 
71. Corporal punishment is inflicted by the head teacher only. 
72 and 73. No.. · 
74. Not much. 
75. No, only a small cane. 
76. No, very sparingly. . 
77. Corporal punishment used to a small extent when necessary. 
78. Corporal punishment moderately employed. 
79. No. . 
80. Corporal punishment is seldom resorted to. 
81. No ; corporal punishment of a severe kind is rarely employed. 
82. No. 

Question 38. An any complaints made by parnnts ef tlte infliction ef corpoml punishment· on the 
cliild1·en ? 

1 to 4. No. 
· 5. Yes ; one recently investigated by the Local Board. 

6 to 8. No. · 
9. No complaints have been made to the Board. 

10 to 15. No. 
16. None have been received for some months yet. 
17, 18. No. 
19. Not lately. 
20 to 34. No. 
35. 
36. No. 
37. No complaints have been made. 
38 to 41. No. 
42. No complaints have been made to me by p~rents of the infliction of corporal punisl1ment on~tl1e 

children. 
43, 44. No. 
45. Very seldom. None with present teacher. 
46. None. 
47. No complaints have been made to the Local Board. 
48. No. 
49. We have heard ofnone. 
50. I have not heard of any. 
51. None. 
52. Not with present teacher. 
53 to 56. No. 
57. 
58. No complaints to my knowledge. 
59 to 70. No. 
71. Not to my knowledge. 
72, 73. No. 
74. Not for some time past. 
75. No occasion has arisen for them to do so. 
76, 77. No. 
78. One complaint during six years. 
79. No. 
80. No complaints liave reached the Board directly or indirectly. 
81, 82. No. . 

Question 39. Will you ascertain, by careful enqufry, lwrv many cliild1·ert oj you1· School attend Sunday 
School? 

1. Thirteen children out of 114 who were present on March 16 did not attend ·any Sunday School, the 
cause in most cases being that the children were of very tender years. . •. · 

2. None. 
3. Sixty-six. . 
4. Out of 74 children on the rolls 52 attend Sunday School. 
5. About 15. 
6. Eighteen. 
7. About nine-tenths .. 
8. About one-half. 
9. The greater proportion attend Sunday School. 

10. About one-half. · 
11. Fifteen. 



1.2. All except I. 
13. Nearly all. 
14. Nine. 
15. Twentycfive. 
16. Almost all the children. 
17. The majority. 
18. Twenty. 
19. All, or nearly so. 
·20. The majority. 
·21. All. 
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·22. About half; the other half are Roman Catholics. 
·23. Thirty-six. · 
·24. All except 5, who are Roman Catholics. 
·25. Thirty-seven out of a present roll of 84. 
26. Seven. 
·27. Ten. 
28. There is no Sunday-school here . 
. 29. No Sunday School here. 
30. All. -
31. Fifteen. 
32. None. 
33. Three-fourths. 
34. If not all, exceptions must be very rare . 
. 35. Ten. 
36. There is rio Sunday School. 
:37. Nearly all . 
. 38. Twelve. 
39. None. 
40. Thirty-three attend Church of England Sunday School; 5 attend the Roman Catholic Sunday School. 
41. Nearly all. 
42. There being no Sunday School in the district none of the children attend one. 
43. Six. . 
44. Seven-eighths. 
-45. All except Roman Catholics. 
46. The whole, except 2. 
47. Three. 
-48. Nearly all. 
49. No Sunday School. 
50. Nearly all the children old enough attend Sunday School. 
51. Twenty-six. · 
52. Long Bay, 12 ; Gordon, nil. 
53. None. 
54. ]\fore than two-thirds. 
55 . 
. 56. None . 

. 57. Attending Sunday Schools, 63. · 
58. Attending Sunday School, 134. 
59. Nearly all. 
60. No Sunday School in tl1e locality. 
61. About hal£ . 
62. Nearly all. 
63. Twenty-nine. 
64. Nearly all, with the exception of the Roman Catholics. 
65. All the children attend one or other of the Sunday Schools,:about half regularly, the others ve1y 

=irregularly. 
66. All. 
67. The master has asked each scholar individually, and from their replies finds that 94 per cent. do 

.-attend Sunday School. ,. 
68.- All but the children belonging to the Church of Rome. 
69. Twenty-six. · . 
70. None. 
71. A very large proportion ; I cannot say exactly how many. 
72. No Sunday School at hand. 
73. All. 
74. In so large a school cannot exactly say, but believe the scholars a1-e all, or ·nearly ·all, at Sunday 

flchool. 
75. Two only. ~, 
76. Twenty-five. 
77. Eighty-seven attend Sunday School out of90 at present on rolls. 
78 .. Thirty-two children attend Sunday School. . 
79. No Sunday School. 
80. Eighteen of the scholars regularly attend a Sunday School held. in the building. 
81. The whole of the children attend Sunday School, excepting four"-'three of Jewish and one of 

Roman Catholic parentage. 
82. All the children. 
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Question 40. Is the school building ltept clean, and at 1vltose cltm·ge is it so lwpt_? 

1. The school-room is kept clean at the expense of the teacher and the authorities of the Sunday 
School, the latter paying one-third of the cost. 

2. It is kept clean by the teacher, without allowance. 
3 to 5. Y ~s ; at tha teacher's expense . 

. 6. Yes; by the teacher. 
7. Yes ; at the teacher's expense. 
8. It is kept clean at the teacher's expense. 
9. 

10. By the trustees of the building. 
11. Kept clean at the teacher's expense. 
12. Yes; at teacher's expense. . 
13. Head teacher is responsible. We consider some scholars should assist. 
14. Yes; at the teacher's expense. 
15. Fairly ; at schoolmaster's cost. 
16, 17. Yes; at the teacher's expense. 
18. It is swept daily, at the expense of the teacher. A small allowance might be made for this and an, 

occasional scrubbing of the room. 
19 to 23. Yes; at the teacher's expense. . 
24. Yes ; by the Local Board. 
25. The school is kept as clean as possible, at the teacher's charge. During the winter the muddy 

state of the ground round the school makes it difficult to keep the floor in anything like a satisfactory state 
of cleanliness. Gravelling the school path and yards round the building would effect considerable· 
. t \ 1mprovemen . 

26 to 29. Yes ; at teacher's expense. 
30. Yes ; by the elder scholars. 
31 to 36. Yes ; at the teacher's charge. 
37. Fair average cleanliness ; teacher's expense. 
38 to 41. Yes ; by the teacher. 
42. In all my visits I have found the school in a tidy condition. It is kept so at the ~eacher's own 

charge. 
43 to 46. Yes; at teacher's expense. 
47. The school building is kept clean. The sweeping is done• by the elde1· girls on school days .. 

VVhatever else is required is performed by the teacher. 
48, 49. Yes ; by the teacher. 
50. The school-room is well swept, watered, and dusted every day by some one the teacher employs. 
51. Kept clean by the female pupils, who sweep it daily. 
52. No provision made ; kept clean by the teacher. 
53. Yes ; by the teacher. 
54. The school is kept clean at the expense of the Central Board. -
55, 56. Yes ; at teacher's charge. 
57. Kept clean free of charge. 
58. Kept clean by a caretaker, who is allowed by the Central Board the use of two small rooms at the· 

back of the school for her trouble. 
59. It was originally cleaned at the expense of the parish, and has been ever since, although the use of" 

it has been refused. . 
60. Yes ; at the teacher's expense. 
61. As clean as the yard will allow ; by teacher. 
62 to 66. Yes; · at teacher's expense. 
67. Yes ; the caretaker resides on the premises rent free. 
68 to 72. Yes ; at the teacher's expense. 
73. The teacher keeps it as clean as possible. 
74 to 77. Yes.;· at the expense of teacher. 
78. Fairly clean ; part1y at teacher's charge and partly those interested in school work. 
79. Has been well kept by the teacher. . . 
80. The fund for- cleaning the school is contributed by subscriptions from the t_eacher and Board of· 

Education, members of the Church of England and of the Wesleyans, who use the building. 
81. Yes ; at present by the teachel', previously by the religions denominations and the teacher jointly. 
82. Kept clean by teacher. The outbuildings have been cleaned at the teacher's expense, which 

amount ought to· be refunded him. 

Question 41. TVould you deem it desirable that tlte distance .frorn rvhiclt attendance at scltool is com-· 
pulsory sh(!ul1 bp ex( ende4 from trvo to three miles du1·ing any part of the yea1·? 

1~ 
2. To three miles for six months. 
3. Yes, to three miles during the summer months. 
4. Yes, when roads are good and weather fine, there can be no reason why children should not walk. 

three miles ·to school. 
5 and 6. See answer by No. 4._:_Same Chairman . 

. 7. Qnesticm.not applicable to this district. . 
8. We tl1ink the distance sl1ould be extended to three miles during the summer months, and the·. 

average attendance stl"Uck on the whole yea1· instead of on the half. 
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9. During the summer months three miles is not too far. 
10. Should be extended to three miles, giving the Board authority to exempt dlU"ing winter, &c. 
ll. Three miles in fine weather. . . . 
12. Yes, during the summer months. 
13. No ; great objection to over two miles in bush distri(,lts. 
14. Yes, in the summer. 
15. No. 
16. Yes; during the summer months only. 
17. Yes. 
18. No,. not in this district, where ·the roads are usually so bad; even in summer an extended distance 

··would be too severe on the younger children. 
19. Yes ; extended to three miles. 
20. Yes, for six months in the year. 
21. Not in this district. 
22. It should be extended to three miles in the summer. 
23. No. -
24. Yes ; three miles in summer and two in winter. 
25. A majority of the Board are in favour of giving to Local Boards the discriminatory power of 

--extending the 4istance to three miles. 
26. To be extended to three miles daring November, December, January, February, March, on con-

,•dition of an alteration being made in the ages. 
27. Three miles for six months ; two miles for six months. 
28. No. -
29. Yes; from 1st November until 1st May. • · 
30. Yes ; for six months in summer, when sufficient accommodation is provided. 
31. Yes. 
·32. Not for any under nine years, and then should have good roads. 
33. No. 
34. No ; six miles a day is too far for some children. 
35. If left to Local School Board to decide in certain cases, I would recommend the distance to be 

,extended to three miles. 
36. Yes, in summer time. 
37. No, certainly not. 
38. Yes, most undoubtedly.; say from 30th October to 15th April. 
39. For those above seven, three miles radius. 
40. We suggest that the distance be extended to three miles during the whole year. _ 
41. Yes, -during the summer months. 
42. Yes, from 1st October to 31st March following, let the distance for compulsory attendance be at 

least two and a half miles. 
43. Yes, most decidedly. 
44. We approve of the distance being increased from two miles to three. 
45. No. · 
46. Yes, during summer. 
47. The Local Board consider it desirable to extend the distance to three miles during six months of 

;the year. 
48. Yes, during the summer months. 
49. No. 
50. Yes, during the six months' longest days. 
51. Not desirable. 
52. Yes, in summer. 
53. No. 
54. 
55. Yes, except in the winter. 

. 56. Yes, certainly. In outlying districts the parents think very little of sending small children much 
~greater distances in all seasons. _ 

57. No. 
58. Depends· greatly on the age and constitution of the children. · 
59. Yes, but the distances in the several cases should be left to Local Board. 
60. Yes in country districts, at all times of the year. 
61. Three miles in summer. 
62. For children of nine and upwards, the Local Board would recommend that the distance .be extended 

-to three miles. · · 
63. Yes, in summer time. _ 
64. Yes, during the summer. _ 
65. The distance coulc). be extend·ed with advantage to three miles for children over_ ten years of age all 

-;the year round; exceptionally heavy rain only being accepted as an excuse for non-~ttendance. 
66. Yes, during summer. 
67. 
68. It should be extended to three miles during nine months of the year. 
69. Local Boards should have a discretion: in the matter. 
70. It should be extended to three miles during nine months of the year. 
71. 
72. No. 
73 and 74. Yes. 
75. It might during the summer. 
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76. From September to May, both inclusive, the distance might with advantage be extended to three· 

miles. 
77. Two miles sufficient in winter. 
78. ·we do not think it would be desirable to extend the distance from two to three miles in the case of· 

children from seven to ten years of age, but for children above that age it might be beneficial to do so. 
79. Two miles, with discretional power to Local Boards to extend. · 
80. Yes during the summer, but not during the winter. 
81. Yes; the distance for country schools could be extended to three miles in summer time. 
82. Yes, in summer or fine weather. 

Question 42. Does the Board eve1· vu.'it tlte school for the pit1·pose of inspection or examination, and· 
would tlte Board desfre to ltave autlt01·ity under 1·egulation to do so ? ,:, 

1. The Board does not visit the school for these purposes. 
2. They never visit for that purpose, but desire to do so. 
3. Sometimes. Yes. 
4. Several members of the Board have always been in the liabit of visiting the school before the· 

Christmas holidays for the purposes of examination and distribution of prizes. Nothing would be gained by 
giving them authority under regulation to do so. 

5, 6. See answer by No. 4, same Chairman. 
7. No ; they consider that no such power is granted by tlie regulations. They think it advisable that 

authority should be given to Local School Boards to do this as Boards, but not to individual members. 
8. 'l'he Board as a body never visit the school, and we think it would be a good thing if the Board 

had power to examine the school quarterly. · 
9. No. 

10. Have done so; would desire authority for this purpose twice a year. Consider inspection should 
be compulsory,-at least once a year, prior to the Christmas vacation, when prizes ought to be distributed .. 
This occasion should also be made use of for bringing the parents and friends of the children together, 
thereby creating a greater interest in school matters than is shown at present. 

11. Yes. 
12. They do not at present, but think it desirable they should have the power. 
13. No. 
14. Rave no power. Yes. 
15. No ; they would wish to have authority. 
16. No; the Board think they should have authority once a year to do so. 
17. No ; such authority would be desirable. 
18. Individual mem hers of the Local Board _visit occasionally, but have not done so in a body. It 

migl1t b_e desirable that if such visits were made by the Board collectively, it should be a\1thorised to examine· 
the pnpils. 

19. No; the Board does not desire the authority. 
20. No ; do not consider it necessary. · 
21. The Board does not visit ; · would like power to do so. 
22. No; .the Board does not wish to have the power. 
23. No ; _but desire to have such authority. 
24. No ; desire to do so. 
25. The Board does not visit the school for purpose of examination, except as to awarding of prizes,. 

which are provided by private effort. The Board think they should have the power. 
26. No ; the Board has no desire to have authority to do so. 
27. Not at present; but would like to l1ave authority to do so. 
28. Only individnal members. Yes. 
29. No. 
30. No ; do not consider it necessary. 
31. Yes. 
32. No; but think the Board should have authority_to do so. 
33. Individual visits prove sufficient. · 
34. Notice of examination is given, and we are allowed to be present, btit may not so much as ask a 

question.-Y es, most desirable. A master might cram the children upon certain questions, and put those· 
only in his examination. 'l'he Local Board, even if aware of this, could not interfere. 

35. No ; would desire it. ·should do so . 
. 36. The Board does not officially visit the school ; but surely its members ought to have authority 

to mspect and examine. . 
37. They do not ; but they consider that the dut1Js, status, and privileges of Local Boards should be 

more clearly defined. 
38. Yes. 
39. If the Board under existing regulations have no authority, Yes. 
40. Not collectively, but individually. 
41. No ; not desirable. · 
42. The Board does not visit for inspection or examination. 

Inspector, which is forwarded to them by the Central Board. 
43. No; the Board would wish to have ai.1thorit.y to do so. 
44. For inspection only; the Board desire the authority. 
45. Yes. 
46. No. 

They feel satisfied with the report of the· 
1 

47. No. The Local Board consider that it would be desirable that their members should have full 
authority to inspect t11e school, the premises, the ont-buildings, and everything and arrangement connected 
witI1 the school which might conduce to the material well-being· of tl1e institution and the scholars. 
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48. Not at present; but the_ Board deems authority to do so advisable. 
'49. No. Yes. 
50. I frequently go into the classes and question them. Do not want authority. 
51. They have never done so as a body, but would desire authority. 
52. Authority to do so considered desirable. 

_ 53. No ; but would desire to have authority to do so. 
54. The Local Board visits the school for purposes of inspection once a year. It does consider it 

desirable that authority for the pmposes mentioned should be given it by express regulation. 
55. No. Yes. 
56. The Board on one or two occasions met earlier for the purpose of seeing the children at wo1·k. It 

would be advantageous for the Board to have authority to satisfy themselves (in certain cases). that the 
children were being taught properly,-such as when complaints are made to them by parents of their 
children not making sufficient progress, &c. 

57. Members of this Board are always invited to attend by Mr. Rule at his examination, and desire no 
further authority in this direction. 

58. Members of the Board have visited the school for inspection. Such authority appears to be 
unnecessary. 

59. No.· 
60. Yes. 
61. If the Board depute competent persons. 
62 .. Individually the Board has no such desire, having confidence in the Inspector. 
63.' The Board, not having authority, do not inspect or examine; but would desire to have such 

authority under regulation. 
64. The Chairman only visits for this purpose every week, and thinks that it would be desirable to have 

authority under regulation to do so. 
65. The Board visits the school, as stated in answer to No. 27. Occasionally individual members 

examine the children. Authority to examine appears to be implied under the regulations, otherwise it should 
be distinctly given. 

66. The Chairman only visits for this purpose, and thinks that it would be advisable to have authority 
under regulation to do so. 

67. 
68. No ; and they do not desire to have authority to do so. 
69. No. Yes. 
70. No ; and thev do not desire to do so. 
71. Individual members have made visits of inspection, not examination. The Board does desire 

such authority. 
72. Individual members occasionally visit it for inspection only. 
73. No. 
74. The Board has done so. 
75. Notice is given when the Inspector is on his annual examination, but as a body they do not visit. 
76. We think it desirable that authority should be acquired to visit the school for the purpose of 

inspection or examination, but not necessarily to interfere with the duties of the teacher. 
77. No visits are paid by the Board for the purpose of inspection or examination. The Board think it . 

desirable to have authority to do so. · 
78. The Board does not visit the school for inspection or examination ; desires to have authority 

to do so. 
79. Desire to have authority. 
80. They do not visit the school for the purpose 1·eferred to, but think.it advisable that authority unde1· 

regulation should be given to the Local Boards. 
81. No. The Board has no power to make any examination or inspection in reference to tuition ; nor, 

in their opinion, is it desirable that they should have, such being better left to the Inspectors. 
82. Yes, they do ; no further authority necessary. 1 

Question 43. Do ,1;ou consider that tlte constitution o.f Local School Boards would be improved if 
Members were elected (in whole 01· pa1·t) by mtepayers 01· otherwise? 

1. I think that Local Boards would b_e greatly improved if some at least of their members were elected 
by ratepayers or others. 

2. No ; better as they are locally interested. 
3. I believe the time is approaching when altered circumstances will render election of members 

beneficial. 
4. The constitution of the Boards would most likely be deteriorated by local elections. The Central 

Board may always, by careful enquiry, ascertain who are the most suitable men in a district-there would 
be no guarantee that ratepayers would elect sti.ch. 

5. See answer by No. 4, same Chairman. 
6. See answer by No. 4, same Chairman. 
7. No. 
8. We think the existing system answers all the requirements of the district. 
9. No. 

, 10. No ; it is believed the present system is by far the best, because generally the most intelligent and 
best men in each district are invited and selected. 

11, 12. No. 
13, No, not under present cil'Cuinstances .. 
14. No. 
15. Yes. 
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16. No ; the appointment of suitable persons by Government is better. 
17. No. 
18. Not in remote and sparsely populated districts like this. 
19. No.. . 
20. The Board considers that Local Boards should be elected i11 whole or in part by the ratepayers of 

the district ; but this is a question that requires greater consideration than -the Board has at present been 
able to devote to it. 

21. All elected by ratepayers, but I fear it could not be carried out. 
22. The present system answers well enough; election would be undesirable. 
23, 24. No. 
25 ... Majority of Boards consider election by nomination preferable. 
26. Yes, wholly by ratepayers. 
27. The present system appears to act very well. 
28 to 30. No. 
31. Yes. 
32. In part. 
33. Yes. 
34. Yes, wholly elected. The ex officio element is a mistake, being in many instances without direct 

interest in the- particular school. 
35. No. 
36. It might work better. 
37. Very doubtful. 
38. No. 
39. Members of Board should be elected by ratepayers living within the same radius from which 

children come to school. 
40. vV e are unable to see any advantage, so far as this district is concerned, of altering the method of 

election. 
41. No. 
42. The present system of appointing Local Boards, if carried out as was originally intended when 

they were formed, would I think meet with the object intended. 
43. Most decidedly not. 
44. We think the ratepayers should have a voice in the matter. 
45, 46. No. 

. 47. The Local Board are of opinion members might in whole or part be elected by the ratepayers, but 
they think the subject requires a greater amount of consideration than they can at present give it. 

48. No. · 
49. Not at all. 
50. No. 
51. We do, by careful legislation as to qualification in voting. 
52, 53. No. 
54. It is the opinion of this Board that such an alteration as 1s mentioned would improve the 

constitution of Local Boards. 
55, 56. No. . 
57. The opinion of the Board is that two-thirds of the members should be elected. 
58. No. 
59. Better as at present. 
60. No. 
61. It would probably be an improvement. 
62. No. 
63. Yes. 
64. The present system is the best. 
65. Not in countrv districts. 
66. No ; the present system is the best. 
67. 
68. No. 
69. No, as making Boards elective would bring sectarian feelings into play. 
70 to 72. No. 
73. Yes. 
74, 75. No. 
76. Yes, and that they should be elected in whole. 
77. The present system is the most satisfactory for tl1e election of members. 
78. VVe consider Local Boards would be greatly improved if members were elected wholly by ratepayers 

residing within a reasonable distance of the school for which they vote._ 
79. No. 
80. Yes, if the Board was reduced to three in number. 
81. No; from the experience of members who have seen the constitution of Boards of Advice in 

Victoria, the present or nominee system is _preferable. 
82. vV e do not recommend any alteration. 

Question 44. Do you think that Local Boan~ would be m.orn efficient ·if they were 1·educed in number 
and groups qf schools were placed muler control qf' each Board? 

1. In Hobart, I think that" one Local Board for the town would be much more efficient than a separate 
one for each school, as at present. 

2. No ; the distance would be too great. 



115 
3. Decidedly not, to both questions. · , 
4. This has practically been done in this district, where all the scl10ols have been under the control of 

Boards composed of nearly the same members. The arrangement would probably be an advantage in the 
large towns; as it would facilitate the choice of tlrn best men ; but in country districts it would oftep. 
necessitate travelling long distances to attend meetings, &c.,. and it is to be feared- men would not be found 
who would be willing to undertake the honorary work of such an onerous character. 

5, 6. See answer by No. 4, same Chairman. 
7. No ; unless the members were paid, as there are very few who could spare the time to devote to• 

this work. 
8, 9. No. 

10. No; one school is considered quite enough for each Board to look after. 
11. No. 
12. 
13. Yes; most necessary in many districts. 
14. No. 
15. Yes. 
16. Yes. In the H uon District several persons are on two or three different Boards, and one Board 

could manage several schools with efficiency. The Chairman of this Board, being Chairman of Victoria 
and Upper H uon Boards, has to give three half-days to obtain answers to these questions, when one General 
Board would suffice to answer for each school ; and two other gentlemen are on the three Boards named 
also. 

17. No. 
18. Certainly not in the country ; such a system could only work in towns like Hobart and Launceston .. 
19, 20. No. 
21. Do not think they would be more efficient. 
22 to 24. No. 
25. Majority of Board would have present system adhered to. 
26to30. No. 
31. Not in this district. 
32. No. 
·33. Yes. 
34. Certainly not; they should be truly local. 
35. We do not. 
36. No advantage iri reducing to three groups of schools; would not do in the country. 
37.· Doubtful. 
38. The Local Board is divided in opinion. 
39. · Local Boards would be less efficient if reduced. Do not tliink it advisable to group schools under 

one Board. 
40, 41. No. 
42. Each school would be better managed by a separate Local Board. 
43. It is a great mistake to appoint men on Local Boards who will not attend; no less than four 

members of this Local Board have never attended at all since the school was established nine years since. 
44. We do not. 
45. No. 
46. 
47. No. The Local Board think that the proposed arrangement would only tend to intensify existing 

evils, which are mainly caused by the difficulty of securing a quorum at their meetings, owing to the great 
distances members live away from the schools. Take, for example, the Flowerdale Board: The Chairman 
lives 3½. miles from the school; one member at the Boat Harbour, 4 miles away; three members at or nea1· 
Wynyard, 3½ miles away ; three members at Emu. Bay, 15½ miles away; one member at Mount Bischoff,. 
40 miles away. The Chairman has held meetings at Wynyard to secure a quorum. 

48. No. 
49. Not in this district .. 
50. No. 
51. We do not. 
52. No. 
53. Yes. 
54. It is thought that Local Boards would be more efficient in towns if they were reduced in number 

and constituted as suggested above. In each town one Board for all the schools would, it is thought, be an 
improvement. Such a Board might consist of one person nominated to represent each school and of an 
equal number elected by the ratepayers . 

. 55. Yes. 
56. No; it is a very difficult matter to get them to attend to one school properly. 
57. The majority of this Board think that if Torquay, Formby, and Don were grouped together, each 

School Board having three members (two elective and one nominee),itwouldsecureafarabler consideration 
of any matter of interest, place any discussion outside oflocal jealousy, and would command attention from 
Central Board. A minority thinks this centralization would abate local interest. 

58. No. 
59. Better as at present, so far as countrv schools a1·e concerned. 
60. ·No ; certainly not. • 
6L If a reduced Board meet periodically for a district it might be better. 
62. No ; the possession of local knowledge must be of advantage in management of schools. 
63, 64. No. , . . 

. 65. No; only to members resident in the area connected with it, who attend meetings or take any 
interest in the school. The Boa1·d conside1· that membership should be resti:icted to residents within two or
three miles of the school. 
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67. 
68 to 70. No. 
71. Yes. 
72. Yes ; most necessary in many districts. 
73. Yes. 
74. Doubtful if it would. 
75. No. 
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76. In rural districts it would not answer, but in towns and centres of population the system would 
prove beneficial and effective. 

77. No ; not suitable for country districts. 
78. We do not think Local Boards would be more efficient if reduced in number and groups of schools 

placed under the control of one Board. 
79 to 81. No. · 
82. "\Ve do not recommend any alteration. 

Question 45. W !tat is yom· opinion of tlw suitability of tlte boolls used in Public Schools for tlie pu1-pose 
of instmction ? 

]. 

2. Very good. 
3. Latterly the books are far more suitable, especially the books introduced teaching colonial 

geography. 
· 4. The only books uniformly used in the Public Schools are the reading books, and here (the Austra
lian Series) 110w leave nothing to be desired. Many of the other books kept in stock by the Board appear 
to be unsuitable, and as teachers in remote country districts are dependent upon the Board for their supply, 
they have often to use antiquated publications, while a better class, such as those referred to (Collins) might 
be had. 

5 and 6. See answer by No. 4, same Chairman. 
7. That they are suitable, as far as they have had the opportunity ·of judging. · 
8. We think the Australian Series good, but have no opportunity of comparing them with others. 
9. Not competent to give an opinion. 

10. Books generally approved of. 
ll. Suitable. 
12. We consider them good. 
13 and 14. Good. 
15. Yes; with the exception of geography. 
16. The new books now in ·use are very good. 
17. Cannot express an opinion. 
18. The selection appears suitable. 
19. Generally suitable. 
20. Are quite suitable. 
21. Good. 
22. They are suitable, and a great improvement on those formerly used. 
23. Would prefer Royal Readers. 
24. Very good. 
25. The Board has had no opporttmity of comparing those in use with otlier books. 
26. Quite suitable. · 
27 and 28. Very suitable. 
29. We do not approve of the Irish Series of lesson books, considering them inconsistent with the 

general rules of the Board ,of Education, as the religious instruction contained iri them should not be read by 
children of the Roman Catholic persuasion. The Australian !Series are an improvement, but above the 
present classification. 

30. We are quite satisfied. 
31. Approve of new class books. 
32. Very good. 
33. Would recommend the use of Royal Readers; 
34. The subject does not fall within our province. . 
35. We think them tolerably suitable. 
36. Generally very good. 
37. Appears to have answered very well. 
38. The Australian Series lately issued is excellent. 
39. Quite suitable. 
40. The Australian Reader is very suitable, but a_ wider l'ange of reading matter would be an acquisi-

tion. Other text books used are of the best description. · 
41. Quite suitable. 
42. The books used in the Forcett School for the purpose of instruction are to the best of my knowledge 

suitable for the purpose. · 
43. I cannot suggest any improvement. 
44. Very satisfactory. · 
45. The Australian Series are good, but full of errors. 
46. Generally, yes. 
47. Quite stiitable. 
48. We consider them generally suitable. 
49. Suitable. _ _ 
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.50. Generally good: Better history required. 
51. We consider them well adapted, with the late additions • 
. 52. We consider the books suitable. 
53. Think the Royal Reader Series more suitable. 
54. They are considered suitable for the purpose. 
55. The Royal Readers are far preferable. 
56.· In the lower branches I think them quite to the purpose. Of the more advanced ones I cannot 

-0ffer an opinion. · · . 
57. For several years the books used here have been very unsuitable. 
58. The books seem to be suitable. 
59. Having consulted with the master, we reply to this question, yes, as a rule, but consider it would 

',be advisable that this school should be supplied with a few books of higher education-such as Cornwell's 
,Geography, Morrell's Grammar, Ince and Gilbert's History, &c. · 

60. Books quite suitable. 
61. Good and sufficient. 
62. We have heard no complaint. 
63. The books used in this school are very suitable. 
64. Books now in use are suitable. 
65. The Board believe the books in use to be suitable. 
66. Books now in use are suitable. 
67. 
·68. They are quite suitable. 
69. We consider they are suitable. 
70. They-are quite suitable. 
71. The reading books being free from sectarianism and moderate in price, are fairly suitable; they 

are an improvement on those lately superseded. 
72. Good. 
73. Room for improvement. 
74. 
75. Suitable. 
76. We consider the Australian Series of the Messrs. Collins as far as issued very suitable. 
77. The books used in Public Schools seem suitable enough for present requirements. 
78. We consider the Australian Series quite suitable. 
79. Suitable. 
80. · They appear to be suitable, but the question is one upon which the Board do not feel themselves 

.-qualified to give an opinion. 
81. The books now used are very suitable. 
82. The Board approves. 

46. To rvhat extent do you agree with the foll01ving recommendations of the . Select Committee on 
Education, 1882 :-

. . Extension of Powers of Local Boards. _ 
(a.) All communications or reports made l;>y or to the Teacher should pass through the·Local Board.· 
(b.) While the power of appointment and promotion of Teachers should be vested in the paid head of 

the department (subject to approval by the Minister of the Crown), no appointment should be 
made to or promotion in a Public School without the approval of the Local Board, and 
similarly the recommendation by a Local Board that a Teacher should be reduced or dismissed 
should at least be regarded as adequate reason for the remqval of such Teacher. . · 

,(c.) Local Boards should have the power of deciding whether the minimum or maximum ages of 
compulsory attendance i:equire alteration to meet the particular circumstances of their district; 
also of extending or reducing the maximum radius prescribed for compulsory attendance where 
local conditions make such alteration desirable. 

,(d.) To the Local School Board should be given the power of closino· the School upon any emergency 
arising to necessitate such a course; also of giving a holiday fur· one day, and of excusing the 
attendance of children whose labour during harvest time is necessary to their parents or rela:
tives,-this power being practically conferred upon a Local · Board by· the· clause of the Com
pulsory Act above referred to. 

<(e.) It should be left to the discretion of the Local Board to authorise the use of a Public School ( out 
of school hours) for other than school purposes. . 

.,(f.) Local School Boards should be empowered and required to inspect their Schoels twice a year, and 
to submit a report of such inspection to the Director. of Education; ·a copy of such report being 
given to the Teacher for his information,· and any necessary comment or explanation. 

(g.) The power of establishing Night Schools in conformity with Regulations should' be vested in tl1~ 
Local Boards . 

.(h.) To Local Boards should. be entrusted the power of arranging for firing, and effecting of petty. 
repairs, a sufficient sum being allotted in each case by the responsible Minister for the latter 
purpose, while the firing might be pfovided for by a small local rate or arrangement with those 
ii:i the neighbourhood who are interested in school work. 

..(i.) A standard of regular attendance should be fixed, subject to such exceptions as may :be ma_de by 
Local Boards for good or sufficient reason. · . . · 

-(j.) A standard of competency should be prescribed, and children who have reached that standard shall 
receive certificates relieving them from all necessity of compulsory attendance. . · . · .. •:. 

(k.) .Factory employe law for prevention of employment of children under 12 years of age-in fa~o1·ies • 
. .(L)' Establishment of Training School for Teachers. . · . . · · .. .. : · .. ; 
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1. I agree with the following of the recommendations :-(a), (b ), ( c ), ( e ), ( i), .(j), (It), (l.) 
2. (a.) Yes. (b.) I think the Local.Board should have a voice in the matter. (c.) Yes. (d.) Yes •. 

(e.) Yes. (t:) I- think it requisite. (g.) Yes. (h.) I approve of the suggestion. (i.) Yes .. (j.) It 
would be desirable. (It.) None here. (l.) It is desirable for good teachers. . 

· 3. (a.) All reports certainly should. (b.) Yes, fully agree with this. (c.) to (g.) Yes. (It.) Yes, but 
Department should pay all such charge;;. Do not believe in local rating unless town and country districts• 
are dealt with similarly. (i.) to (It.) Yes. (l.) Population of Colony not larO'e enough to ·warrant so 
heavy an expenditure. Space forbids, but I could show there are af present available and efficient means
of supplying schools with well-train!)d teachers. 

4. (a.) All communications made by the teachers are supposed at present to pass through tl1e Local 
Board ( except such as are of a strictly personal character.) Teachers are often reprimanded for not so 
forwarding them. (b.) The Board disagree in toto from this recommendation. Appointments ·and pro
motions· of teachers should be made onlv on the recommendation or with the concurrence of the Boartl's, 
Inspectors, who surely are the. best qimlified to judge of a teache1''s fitness for a given position. If a 
teacher makes himself obnoxious to a Local Board, or to the inhabitants of his district, there is a remedy 
under existing regulations. Local Boards have the right to bring any complaints against a teacher before· 
the Central Board ; and as far as the experience of tliis Board goes, the Central Boa:rd has always treated 
their representations with courtesy, and has been ready to act upon any recommendation made on good and 
sufficient grounds. If the recommendation in question were carried it wo11ld imply that Local Boards 
were infallible, and would place teachers at their 1nercy, without the right of appeal. ( c ), ( cl), (e.) Might 
reasonably be conceded. (.f:) Quite unnecessary where the services of professional Inspectors are 
periodically available. If the recommendation could be carried out there is no useful end that it would serve ; 
besides, the competency of Local BoarcL~ to pass judgment on points of professional detail may fairly be 
doubted. (g.) Nothing to be gained by this recommendation. Local Boards have only to suggest the 
establishment of night schools, and the Central Board would doubtless carry out the suggestion if prac
ticable. The real difficulties in the way of establishing night schools are the indifference of those for whose 
benefit they are intended, and tlie little inducement there is under present regulations for the teachers to 
sacrifice their leisure. (It.) So long as payment of fees- is required from parents, a small annual charge· 
might be added to the fees to defray the cost of firing. The recommendation in regard to petty repairs is a 
good one. (i.), (j.) Very desirable. (k.) The compulsory clauses of the Education Act, if carried out, 
would prevent such employment. (l.) Of pa.ramount importance. Teaching, especially elementary 
teaching, being an art, requires a special training for those that follow the profession. 

5, 6. See answer by No. 4, same Chairman. . . 
7. The Members of this Board think that the suggestions of the Select Committee on Educ_ation,. 

1882, upon-(a.) Cannot be carried out, as it would entail a large amount of work· upon the Chairman of" 
Local Board, and either numerous meetings of the Board or great delay in forwarding retums and other 
communications or reports. (b.) Are well worthy of consideration. (c.) Are good, as they propose to 
confer powers upon Local Boards in regard to matters which a Local Board can best deal with. (d.) Ought 
to be carried out. (e.) Propose to confer power on Local Boards which they are better able to judge of' 
than the Central Board. (j:) Are good, and likely to increase the interest of members of Local Boards in 
their School. (g.) Would be for the benefit of a certain class in the community, and the Local Boards 
would be able to judge as to the necessity for a nigl1t school. (h.) Are considered good, if "a sufficient sum 
is allotted in each case by the responsible Minister" for both purposes, but this Board strongly object to 
the proposed "small local rate " or arrangement with those in the neighbourhood to provide firing. 

( i), (.j), (h ), (l.) Are considered good sug·gestions. · 
8. We a~ree with all except (It.), and think that the St;i.te should provide the firing. 
9. (a.) No. (b.) to (i.) Approve. (_j.) Heartily approve .. (It.), (l.) Approve. 

10. (a.) Yes, except routine business. (b.) The opinion of Local Boards should be attended to. We· 
do not consider it advisable directly to allow Local Boards power to inte1fere too much, because the powers 
of a Local Board if used for annoyance or interference with a teacher ( as it might be), would injure a school. 
A good system of G_overnment supervision, with loyal assistance from the several Boards, is preferable. 
(c.), (d.) Yes. (e.) Yes, in all matters connected with the welfare of the people, but on no account for· 
religious ceremonies of any sort. ( f.) Yes, and report if they consider it necessary. Reporting should not 
be compulsory. (g.) Yes; on condition that applications from at least eight persons willing to attend be 
made to the Board. Tlie success of night schools is considered doubtful. (It.) Yes, by contract, at the 
expense of the State. (i.) to (l.) Yes. 

11. (a.) (b.) Yes. (c.) Most desirable. (d.) It shoulcl. be left in the hands of the Local Board •. 
(e.) to (i.) Yes._ (j.) (lt.) No. (l.) Yes. ' 

12. (a.) This Board thinks that matters of importance should be referred to Local Boards before being· 
dealt with, but that in ordinary matters this is not necessary. (b.) We agree with this recommendation. 
(c.) to (e.) Yes. (f) We think the Board should have the power to examine the school once a year .. 
(g.) Yes. (h.) That a sufficient sum should be provided by the responsible Minister for all purposes 
mentioned in this section, and· that any appiication should go through the Local Board. (i.) Yes. (.j.) 
Quite agree with this; 

13. (a.) to (e.) Yes. (j) Approved. Board to inspect, but not examine. (g.) to (h.) Yes. (l.) Yes,. 
particularly for candidates for employment. · 

14. The Local Board entirely agrees with every section. 
15. ( a.) to (k) Yes. (l.) Most desirable. . 
16. ( a .. ) to (c.) Yes. ( d.) No ; the _present rule works well. ( e.) Yes, subject t~ veto by the head of· 

the Education Department._ (j) Yes. (g.) No; the teacher should have power in tl1e matter. (h.) to (l.): 
Yes. · 
· 17 .. Recommendations agreed witl1, with the following exceptions =-(b.) Such extended powers are 

not desirable. (j) Official inspection by tl1e Board once a year would be quite sufficient. 
18 .. (a-.) .Approved. (b.) It would.be an act of courtesy, and one probably attended with atlvantnge to

all interested,, to coni,ult tlie Local Boards in the first instance on any appointment made to 01: promotion in, 
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:public schools, but that. "the recommendation by a Local Board that a teacher should be reduced: 01• 

dismissed should at least·be regarded as adequate reason for the removal of such teacher" appears scarcely 
compatible with justice. Such ·recommendation might well form ground for strict inquiry being made int~ 
,any misconduct alleged against the teacher, but the final decision and disposal of .the case should then rest 
with the Central Board. (c.) Approved. (d.) Full concurrence given to this recommendation. (e.) 
Assuredly. (j) Agreed to. (g.) Yes. (h.) Yes; but would not Parliamentary authority be required for 
the levy of a rate, however small, for providing fuel ?-though the existing scale of school fees could scarcely 
·be made lower they are objected to by many as too high,-what would such persons say to an additional 
,assessment on them for firing? (i.) Good. (j.) Approved. (k.) Should be introduced. (l.) A measure 
·full of promise. . · · 

· 19. (a.) to (e.) Yes. (f) No. (g.) Yes. (h.) As far as regards repairs. (£.) to (l.) Yes. · . 
20. (a.) to (e.) The Board approves. (f) In so far as relates. to examination o.f school and school 

premises, but ifit refers to the examination of scholars the Board considers it better to leave the subject· to 
-,the Govemment Inspector. (g.) to (i.) The Board approves. (j.) The Board approves of a_ standard of 
competency, provided it does not release children from attending school under 12 years of age. (It.), .(l.) 
The Board app1:oves. 

21. (a.) Do not think it desirable. (b.) We think the Local Board should have this power. (c.), (d.) 
Local Board should have the power. (e.), (.f) Yes. (g.) The power of giving permission to teachers 
should be vested in the Board, but not compulsion. (h.) We think that the sum of money allotted by the 
Tesponsible Minister should provide for both repairs and firing. (i.) Agreed to. (.j.) to (l). We think 
these l'ules desirable. · 

22. ( a.) They certainly should. (b.) This is desirable. ( c.) Also desirable. (d.) Local School Boards 
should have these powers. (e.) This would be desirable. (j'.) A good rule. (g.) We -a<'"ree with this 
,recommendation. (h.) We think the Local Boards should be entrusted with the power of arranging fo1· 
firing and petty repairs, a sufficient st1m being allotted in 'each case . by the responsible Minister for both 
purposes. · The latter recommendations as to firing would not work. (i.) This is a desirable rule. (j.) This 
is also desiraple. (h.) This does not apply to this district. (l.) This is very desirable. 
' 23. (a.) Important communications should. (b.) Agree: (c.) Should have such power. (d.) Desire 

,such power. (e.) Yes. (f'.) Once a year. (g.) Yes. (h.) Should be trusted with such power. (i.) 
.A standard should be fixed. (j.) to (l.) Yes. 

24. (a.) (b.) Yes. (c.) No. (d.) to (l.) Yes. 
25. (a.) to (l.) Yes. 
26. On the whole we think they would answer. 
27. We quite agree with all the proposals in this question. 
28. (a.) Certainly not. (b.) to (l.) Yes. . 
29. We approve of "Extension of Powers of Local Boards." 
30. (a.) to (e.) We approve of these. (f.) If this refers to the examination of scholars, the Board 

1think it better to leave it to the Government Inspectors. (g.) We approve of this. (h.) We approve of 
;this, and think that a small local rate would be the best means ()f providing for firing. (i.) We approve qf 
this. (_j.) We approve of this, provided children are not to be exempted from attendance under 12 years of 
,.age. (k.) (l.) We approve of these. 

31. To the whole extent fully. . 
32. (a.) Don't think so at all. (b.) In every case, by all means. (c.) Yes, certainly. (d.) Yes, by 

:all means. (e.) Yes. (f:) Certainly. (fl.) By all means. (h.) We consider it very necessary that the 
Minister should supply a sum of money for both firing and repairs. (i.) Yes. (j.) Certainly. (h.) By all 
:means. (Z.) Just what-is wanted. · 

33. Perfectly approve of them. 
34. (a.) Unnecessary, useless, and troublesome to all parties,-simply "red-tape and routine!" 

'(b.) Extremely objectionable, as being, at least, open to abuse. The condition of a teacher should, as far as 
possible, be independent of local control and personal or political influence, The Central Board, under the 
,advice of its Inspectors, and with its wider knowledgE; and experience of the· chara_cter and capacity of the 
.teachers, should be the best judge· as to the propriety of making appointments, removals, or dismissals. 
(c.) Quite unnecessary, and probably injuriov.s. The system should be as si'mple and unifqrm as possible. 
Besides, Local Boards alreacly possess powers sufficient for remedy in this direction, so far as the minimum 
'is concerned, viz.,-by issuing certificates of exeniption. It is unlikely that they would desire to extend the 
maximum. In effect this proposal would empower a Local Board to over-ride and amend the Act of Par
:liament so far as the locality was concerned. (d.) They should be empowered to grant such a holiday under 
restrictions as to frequency, &c. The power of closing school would be useless. In such cases prompt 
measures and immediate action are necessary. Before the Local Board could hold a meeting the mischief 
would be done. In several instances, and whenever occasion demanded, the Chairman of this Local Board 
]ms, upon his own iesponsibility, immediately closed the school; and ·the Board of Education has always 
confirmed his action .. In such urgent cases the Chairman of the Local Board should be empowered to send 
·free telegrams to Education Office. As to the third point, Local Boards now hold this power. It is.worse 
than useless to burden the regulations with unnecessary complications. (e.) Certainly; but only with 
,consent 9f conductor. (f) Yes, providecl tlie Boards were elective. (g.) Better left, as now, to the 
conductor. Where there was sufficient inducement he ·would, if possible, establish one.· But where day 
,duty was heavy it would be oppressive·to impose night work in adcliti01~. (h.) As to.repairs; very requisite. 
But as to firing, let the master have an allowance for thi:;: purpose, as formerly, and let the Local Board 
report if he fail to make proper provision. How could Local Board collect local rate or subscription? 
how prevent the master from using the fuel extravagantly or for his own purposes? (i.) Impracticable in 
country schools,-,at all events until education be free, as in Victoria. (.j.) Positively injurious to the 
.children an<l very disheartening to teacherE, Tctaining all the drudgery of elementary· teaching, and with
.drawing the most pl'Omising pupils. This subject would be also modified by free education. (h.) Necessary 
where factories exist. (l.) Much needed. At present, many of the teachers not ·having been properly 
train.eel; there is a want of uniformity in the system of instmction and •discipline, especially ·in matters of 
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detail., Consequently when gne of t4e frequent changes in the conduct01·ship of a Public School occurs the
children have to unlearn much of their previous' training and to c~inmence again under •a method differing 
more or less from that of the previous teache~·. 
: · 35. (a.) Should pass through the Board: (b.) Should be with Board's approval. (c.).Agree with 
this. (d.) This power should be given. (e.) The Board should have power. (/'.) Not necessary.· (g.) Yes .. 
(h:) _:8,epairs only in ,hands of Board .. (i.) Agreed to." (j.) We .do not think so. (11.) Yes. (l.) We 
tlunk so. . · . . 
. 36. (a.) No improvement. (b.) No advantage_in it. (c.) It would be well that the Local Board had 

such power. (d.) The Board should have such power to close tlie, sclwol; the latter part we are doubtful 
about. (e.) Such discretion is better left with the Central authority. (j.) A formal inspection seems, 
superfluous here. (g.) . .Yes. (It.) 'Local Board should have power :and fun,ds to effect petty repairs ; firing 
is p1·ovided by arrangement. (i.):This question is not' cl~ar. (j.) .We believe a standard of competency is• 
prescribed. (k.) A good and proper law. (l.) Ther~ should be a good Training School for Teachers. 

37. (a.) Very necessary. (b.) Very good; but removal of teacher only after searching enquiry .by 
Central Board. (c:) Yes .. (d.) Certainly: (e.) Yes. (f.) Yes, provided they· do not infringe on the· 
duties of the Inspectors. (g.) Yes. (It.) Certainly. (i.) Very desirable. (.i.) Yes. (lt.) Yes.· (l.) Very· 
desirable. 

38. ·Fully. 
39. We heartily agree with each and every clause. . . 

. 40: (a.) to (e.) Agree with these. {f.) We think this unnecessary if the regular Inspector visit the· 
, sc11ool twice a year. (g.) Yes. (It.) Quite agree with this so far that the Local Board be entrusted with 
this power; but think that the sums required should come fi:om the General Revenue, as the collectioi:i, of a 
_local rate would _entail considerable inconvenience. (i.) Very good clause. (.i.) Very good: (h.) Agree· 
with th_is. (l.) Quite necessary. . . 

41,. (a.) Extension of power.;; to some extent. (b.) Not desirable. (c.) to (e .. ) Yes. (f.) Not desir--
able. (g.)to(l.) Yes. , · . · 
• 42. (a.) Yes. (b.) I believe that such power should be granted to the Local Board. (c.) to (e.) Agree· 
with these recommendations. (j.) If Government pay Inspectors to inspect and report on the schools we 
feel satisfied. with .their report, and do. not desire to be required to inspect and examine the schools~ 
(g.) .Agree with this recommendation. (h.} Local School Boards should have the power of expending 
small sums on petty repairs, and should have the management of.arranging for firing by' arranging with 
persons in the neighbourhood to bring a load of wood now and again. (i.) to (l.) Agree to these recom-
mendations. · 

43. The Local-Board quite agree with the recommendations of the Select Committee on Education. 
44. (a.) It would take more time than the Lo'!al Board could afford to carry this out to the letter. 

We do not disapprove of it altogether ; · for instance, one teacher came: to Bracknell, asked for the keys of· 
the school,. and we had not the least intimation of his appo~ntment. . Again, the last · removal we had no 
knowledge of officially. · (b.) We. do. not agree to the Local Board lmving such power. ( c.) This we think 
a~vantageous. (d.) This is a step in t!1e rightdirection .. · (e.) Yes. (f:) This w~ approye of'. (g.) (It.) Yes •. 
(i.) Standard three days per week. (J.) Approve. (h.) Yes. (l.) Any such mstitution would be a boon~ 

45. (a.) and (b.) Yes. (c.) Decidedly yes. (d.) Yes. (e.) No. (f.) Once.a year. (9.) Yes; if 
the different sexes meet on different nights. (Ii.) Yes; but no local rate. (i.) to (l.) Yes . 

. 46. (a.)Notnecessary. (b.)t.o(l.) Yes. . 
.· 47. (a.) The Local Board approves of this. (b.) (c.) (d.) (e.) The Local Board approve of these· 
proposals. (f) No ; so far as relates to the school premises and its arrangements, tl1e Local Board should 
have power to inspect, but examinations should be left to the Govemment Inspector. (g.) to (i.) Yes. (j.) 
We approve of a standard of competency, provided boys under twelve are not exempted from attendance. 
{h.) 'l'he Local Board approves of this. (l.) Yes, we highly approve of this. 

48, (a.) Yes. (b.) We are of opinion that •" an appointment to,.or promo,tion in a Public School" 
should be subject to the approval or .other~ise of the Local Boards. Also that iu the event of a foll meetin

1
. 

of the Local Boa:rd their recommendation should be so regarded. . (c.) Yes, as· to both. (d.) Yes. ( e . . 
We are of opinion that it sl1ould. (f.) We are of opinion that they should be. (g.) Yes. (It.) No. (i. 
Yes. (j .) We think that this should be. so. (I!..) We approve of this law as it stands. ( l.) Yes. 

49. (a.) and (b.) Yes. • (c.) Yery desirable. (d.) Necessary in this district. (e.) to (g.) Ye:-:. (It.} 
Very essential. (i.) Yes. (j.) V:ery necessary. (It.) Should be strictly enforced. · (l.) Much req11i1;ed. 

50. Approved: . 
_ 51. (a.) We certainly tl1ink they should. (b.) Cordially agree with it. (c.) Not agree with it at all •. 

(d.) ,Agree to it. (e.) Agree .to it. (f.) Cordially approved of. (g.) Certainly. (h.) We think it very 
desirable. ( i.) An excellent proposal; the want Qf such standard of regular attendance is a great d1mvback •. 
(.i.) By all means. (h.) Should be 1-igidly enforced. (l.) Very desirable., 

52. We agree with all the recommendations. · · 
53. (a.) Quite unnecessary. (b.) Yes. (c.) Yes, subject to appeal to liead quarters. (d), (e.) Yesr 

· (f.) Yes, once a year. ~g_;) Yes, with the teacher's ~cquiesceilce'. (h), (i), (}.) Yes. (11.) There should 
be such a law. (l.) Trammg schools should be established. · . 
•. 54. 'l'he Local Board gives a general agreement to the recommendations referred to. 

55. (a.) No. (h.) Approved of. (c.) Do not desire such power. • (d.) Yes, the whole of this. 
(e.) Religious or public meeting; no other. (j:) Yes .. (r;.) Yes, with the approval of teacher. (Ii.) Yes, 
obJect to local 1-ate. (i.) to (l.) Yes. 
· 56. (a.) Too inquisitorial. (b.) I do not agree with it all. · It places too much power.in tl1e lmnds of' 

Local Bo'ards, who are •not always impartial enough to use it justly. (c.) I quite agree with that. There 
should be some discretionary power used in carrying out tl1e compulsory clause, and also in deciding as to, 
distance. (d.) to (g.) In toto. (It.) Yes, if such can be arranged; bnt it should not be left entirely 
dependent on tlwse in tlie districts, who as a rule like to starve their pastors. (i.) to (1.) Yes . 
. · 57. (a.) Yes. (b.) Tl1is power. of recommending reduction or .dismissal .of teachers might safely be

delegated to the Boai·ds if tl1e schools were grouped together under one Board; but would be of question-
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:able benefit under existing system, and in the opinion of this Board the Local School Boards should not 
have any voice in the appointment of teache,·s. ( c ), (d.) Yes. (e.) Yes, at any rate in outlying districts. 
(f.) The clause is vague ; we think inspection 'is better in the hands of an expert like Mi._ Rule. (g ), (It), 
(i), (j.) Yes. (h.) No factory, nor any children employed'in the works here. (/.) Very desirable. 

58. (a.) Unnecessary, as the Board can always be referred to when required. (b.) 1.'he Local. Board 
does not approve of the recommendations. (c.) The Local Board should have such powers. (d), (e.) Yes. 
( f.) Local School Boards should be so empowered, and such reports would be advantageous. (g.) Yes. 
(h.) A sufficient sum should also be allotted for firing, as well as for repairs, as it is considered that the 
present arrangement by which many of the schoolmasters pay for fuel, is oppressive. (i.) Yes. (j.) Yes, 
but not to apply to children under 12 years of age. (lt.) Yes. ( l). Very necessary. · 

59. (a.) Certainly not. (b.) We agree to this, with a rider to the effect that if the teacher be 
recommende(l by the Local Board for promotion that this recommendation should be attended to. (c.) The 
former part answered below-vide (j.) ; to the latter half we reply we think the Local Board should have the 
power. (d.) We quite agree with this clause. (e.) Certainly. (f.) We agree to this. (g.) Yes. (Ii.) 
We think this should be. done, and that the necessary fuel should be provided from the same source, the 
Local Board arranging for the same at the lowest possible rate. (i.) Yes, but not less than four days each 
week. (j.) Yes.-Vide answer to (c.) (k.) It should be prevented. (l.) We require more information to 
answer this. · 

60. The Board approves of the recommendation of extension of powers to Local Boards. 
. . 61. (a.) The general business should come through the Board. (b.) The Local Board might have a 

voice in the matter. (c) to (j.) Yes. (h.) Good. (l.) Training schools for teachers desirable if the 
country can afford it. · 

62. (a.))o (g.) Approved. (h.) Fiiel and petty repairs should be provided fo1· by the responsible 
Minister. (i.) to (l.) Approved. 

63. ( a'.) We think all communications or reports made by or to the teachers should pass through the 
Local Board. (b.) We think no appointment should be made to or promotion .in a public school without 
the approval of the Local Board, and that the recommendation by a Local Board that a teacher should be 
dismissed or reduced should be deemed as adequate reason for the removal of such teacher. (c.) Yes, we 
tliink so. (d.) We think such powers should be given the Local Boards. (e.) Yes. ( f.) Local Boards 
should be required to inspect their schools at least twice a year, and should be empowered to inspect their 
schools at any time a report of such inspection might be desirable. (g.) We think so. (h.) The Local 
Board should be entrusted the power of a·rranging for firing and effecting petty repairs, a sufficient sum 
being allotted for both by the responsible Minister. (i), (i.) We think so. 

64. (a.) to (g.), and (i.) to (l.) Recommendations of the Select Committee on Education, 1882, 
approved. (h.) To the Local Boards should be entrusted the power of .arranging for firing and effecting 
petty repairs, a sufficient sum being allotted in each case by the responsible Minister for both purposes, as 
practically the amount paid for firing does and still would come out of the pocket of the teacher, which, 
considering the present high price of living in Tasmania, and the miserable pay received by him, is 
unjust. 

65. (a.) All communications between the teacher and the Central Board should pass through the Local 
Board. Communications between the teacher and Inspector should be direct. (b.) Appointments should 
he made by the Department. The Local Board should have the power to suspend, and insist on the 
removal of a teacher, giving reasons. Dismissal from the service to rest with the Central Board. ( c.) 
The power proposed would lead to inequalities in regulations depending more on idiosyncracies of Boards 
than the varying conditions of localities. (d.) Power to close the school in an emergency should be given, 
immediate report being made to the Central Board. Power to give a holiday might be conferred, but this 
is of minor importance. 'l'he power of exemption already existing should be continued. ( e.) Yes, in 
localities where no convenient building can be hired. (f.) Agreed to. (g.) Night school should. be under 
the co:1trol of_ the teacher entirely. (h.) 'rhe Govern_ment should suppl,r firing,_ as is no:v don~ in tl~e case 
of police stat10ns, etc. The Local Board agree with the proposal for effectmg repaus. (i.) It 1s very 
necessary a standard should be fixed. (.j.), (h.) Agreed to. (l.) Very necessary. . 

66. Sub-divisions (a.) to (g.) and (i.) to (l.). Recommendations of the Select Committee on Education, 
1882, approved. Sub-division (h.) To the Local Board should be entrusted the power of arranging for 
firing and effecting of petty repairs, a sufficient sum being allotted in each by the responsible Minister for 
both purposes, as practically the amount paid for firing does and still would come out of the pocket of the. · 
teacher, which, considering the present high price of living in Tasmania, and the very miserable pay 
received by them, is unjust. 

67. 
68. (a.) No.· (b.) Better remain as itis. (c.) No alteration in the maximum or minimum of ages, 

but that the maximum raclius be extended from two miles fo three during nine montlH, of the year. (d.) Yes. 
(e.) No. (f) Yes. (g.) No. (h.) Better remain as it is at present. (i.) We agree with that remark. 
{j.) Do not agree with that. (k.), (l.) We agree with that. 

69. (a.) Communications affecting the discipline or well being of the school, 1·elating to appointments, 
removal, or leave of absence of teachers or monitors, should pass through the Local Board. Ordinary com
munications not. (b.) to (f.) We concur. (g.) Ye~; but the school should not be opened if the teacher is 
unwilling to undertake the duty of conducting it. (h.) The cost of firing, cleaning out offices and school
building, and of executing· petty repairs, ought to be defrayed out of a sum to be placed at the disposal of 
each Local Board. (i.) to (l). We concur. 

70. (a.) No. (b.) Better remain as it is. (c.) No alteration in the maximum or minimum of ages, 
but that the maximum radius b.e extended from two miles to three during nine months of the year. (d.) Yes. 
(e.) No. (f.) Yes. (g.) No. (h.) Better remain as itis at present. (i.) We agree with that remark. 
{j.) Do not agree with that. (h.) and (l.) We agree with that remark. 

71. I agree with the recommendations of the Select Committee, with the following exceptions :-(b.) 
I think the power of appointment should be vested in the paid head of the department only. (f.) This duty 



should be left to one of the Inspectors of Schools. (h.) I am decidedly of opinion that a sufficient sum 
should be allotted for firing, as well as for petty repairs. . 

72. (a.)to (d.) Yes. (e.) and'(J.) Approved. (g.) to (l.) Yes. 
73. (a.) to (Z.) Yes. . · 
74. 
75. ,a.) to (e.) Yes. (j.) Yes; it would be advisable for the Local Board to visit at the time of the 

Inspectors visit. (g.) Yes. (h.) We think that the best arrangement 1·e firing, should be that the Central 
Bo;i.rd place a sum of money in the hands of the teacher for that purpose. (i.) That the minimum be foul" 
days attendance per week. (.i.) and (It.) Yes. (l.) Absolutely necessary. 

76. (a.) We think that all communications of importance, such as reports, should pass through the Local 
Board, but there ·are at times communications of an unimportant character which it is not necessary for the 
Local Board to peruse, and which would only be delayed by such a course. (b.) to (.f.) Approved. (g.) 
We think the teacher should have a voice in the matter. (h.) We approve of this recommendation, but. 
think that the Government should·also arrange to defray the cost of firing. (?:.) to (l.) Approved. · 

77. (a.) Reports should pass through the Local Board as at present. (b.) and (c.) Yes. (d.) Local. 
Board should have power by all means. (e.) Yes. (J:) Opinion equally divided on this question. (g.) 
Yes. (h.) In all cases the expenses of firing and other petty repairs should be provided for by the general 
revenue. (i.) A standard of regular attendance should be fixed. (.j.) Very desirable to have standard of' 
competency before children should be relieved of compulsory measures. (It.) Employers should be prevented 

· from 'enga~ing children under twelve years of age, or until certificate of competency has ·been complied with. 
(l.). Establishment of training schools for teachers would certainly be a- step in the r.ight direction. 

78. We agree with all the recommendations of the E)elect Committe0 on· Education. 
79. (a.) All communications should ·pass through the Local Board. (b.) Agree to the whole state

ment. (c.) Local Board should have the power in both parts of the statement. (d.) Local Boards should 
have such, powers. (e.), Local Boards should have such discretional power. (.f.) Once a year. (g.) Such 
power. should be vested in the Local Board. (h.) Agreed to. (i.) Yes; but country schools to have a 
lower standard than town schools. (.j.) and (It.) A.greed to. (l.) Yes. 

80. The Board fully agree with the recommendation of the Select Committee us to sub-sections (c.), 
( d.), (e.), (.f.), (g.), (i.), (.f.). (It.), (L), but think that with respect to sub-section ( a.) that all communications 
or. .reports made. to or by the· teacher should pass direct to the Central Board or l\'.Iinister of Education, but 
a CO?J. of such communications, where affecting the powerE or duties of thf:l Local noard, should be sent to 
the Chairman or Secretary. (b.) And as to sub-section (b.) that the Local Board should not have the 
power of appointment or dismiss.al- undei'. any circumstances, but should have the right of heariP.g complaints 
3:nd forwarding the result- to the head office ; the power of appointment to be in the hands of the paid head 
of the department, subject to the approval of the Minister. (h.) The Board agree with tlie recommendation 
contained in this sub-section, except as to the method of providing the former by a local rate, which would 

·be expensive and inconvenient out ofall·proportio:1 to the amount. to be raised. . 
81. With th~ whole of them, cxce?t a portion of sectirm (h.), thinking it better, as the amount required 

is small, that the firing be provided for out of a sum to be allotted for such purpose, and the effecting of 
petty repairs by the Department of Education. ·· 'J.lhe necessity of such a grant is apparent to all tt"ho have 
seen the half ruinous condition of our Public Schools.. ·Rates :1re tl'oublesome and costly to collect. 

82. (a.) No. (b.) That a :1.ew teacher should be subject to the approval of th~ Locnl Board. (c.) 
Approved of. (d.) Yes; approved -of: (e.) No. (.f) Yes; approved of. (g.) Should be left at, the 
master's discretion. (h.) to (.j.) Approved of. (It.) Docs not apply here. (l.) Yes. . 

· Question 47. Is it, in your opinion, dedrable that encoumgement should be given to the establishment of 
Night Sclwols and Half-time Schools ? . 

1. Night schools of a permanent character are likely, I think, to do a work which it is desirable and 
r.easonable for the State to encourage with.substantial-help .. 

2. -Yes, where require:l. _ 
3. I do not believe in half-time schools. Night schools shoulrl be encouraged. 
4. Yes, where the attendance does not warraat the establishment of full ·schools. 
5. See answer by No. 4, same Chairman. 
6. See answ_er by No. 4, -same Chairman. 
7. Yes. 
8. We are in favour of night schools and half-time schools. 
9 toll. Yes. . 

12. 
13. Yes, but on a more lib~ral basis. 
14. Yes. 
15. Yes ; . they would be a great boon to farming disti~icts and towns. 
16. Yes. 
17 .. Night scliools might be encouraged in districts where education: has previously been neglected, and 

half-time schools would be useful in thinly populated localitie~. . 
18. Yes, to the establishment of night schools, affording to many the only means of redeeming lost 

. · time; but h1lf-time schools under ordinary circumstances are regarded as of little or r,o value. 
19 to 23. Yes. 
24. Yes, ~o.: night school, but ::10t to half-tim~ schools. 
25, 26. Yes. · 
27. Encouragement should be given to night schools, but we do not approve of half-time schools. 
28. Yes. 
29. We approve of night school,,, and decidedly object to half-time schools. 
30,. 31. Yes. · . 
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32_. Yes, certainly. 
33,' , 
34. Night schools, yes. Half-time schools would be useful in srarsely populated localities, or fo1· 

factory children. 
35. We think it desirable. 
36. A half-time school is certainly better than no school. 
37. Very ._desirable. . 
38. 1'Y e consider it undesirable to establish night schools in country districts, but approve of half-time 

schools in very thinly populated parts. . 
39. Very desirable. 
40. Yes, wherever necessary. 
41.. In certain localities, yes. 
42. It is desirable that encouragement should be given to n_ight schools; but half-time schools do not, 

to my experience, work in a manner satisfactory to the teacher and parents. 
43. Yes ; but .the teacher should be' paid in thinly -populated districts for a less number than 10 in 

attendance, that being the number fixed by the Board of Education to enable· the teacher to receive any 
payment. 

44, 45, 46. Yes. 
47. \Ve approve. · 
48. We are in favour of night schools, but not of half-time schools .. 
49. Yes. 
50. Night ~chools might be useful in towns. . , 
51. Yes, so far as night schools are concerned ; No, with reference to half-time schools. 
52, 53. Yes. · . 
54. They should be encouraged where they are required. 
55 to 58. Yes. . 
59. Yes, in certain cases. 
60. Does not apply to this school. 
61. Under certain circumstances. 
62. Yes, as suitable to particular districts. 
63. Yes. . 
64. Night schools and half-time schools most desirable. 
65. Yes. · 
66. Night schools and half-time schools most suitable. 
67. 
68. Yes. 
69. As to night schools, yes ; as to half-time schools, no. 
70 .. Yes. · 
71. 
72. Yes, but Board should be rnore liberal. 
73. Yes. 
74. Yes ; especially in country schools. 
75; Yes, certainly. 
76. ,v e think it- desirable that encouragement sh_ould be given to the establishment of night schools 

wherever practicable, but we disapprove of half-time schools. 
77. It is not desirable to give encouragement to half-time schools, but night schools might be 

encouraged where good attendance can be insured. 
78. In our opinion night schools should be encouraged where practicable. We do not think half-time 

schools should be encouraged. · 
79.- Desirable. 
80. Most desirable. 
81·. Yes. . 
82. Of night schools only. 

Question 48 . .Do-you think the system ef Public Primary Education should be extended in the directwn 
-0f Infant Schools ( Kindergarten system), Industrial Schools, Ragged School,s for orphans and neglected 
children, and Refor·matories for youthful convicted criminal,s? 

1. 
2. I think it desirable. 
3. Do not coincide with Kindergarten system in this Colony. To rest of question, very desirable. 
4. The expense would forbid their establishment in any but large centres of population; but Infant 

Schools on •i.ny approved system, conducted by specially trained teachers; would be a great boon. 
5, 6. Se:; ans·,1.-er by No. 4, s2me Chairman. 
7. The gern,ral opii-iion of the Board was favourable to this proposal, but no decision was formally 

come to upon it. 
8. We c:mnot give an opinion. 
9. Approve. 

10. Yes, for orph:rns ::md youthful criminals only. Neglected children should be treated as orphans, 
their. parents prosecuted and placed if, gaol, where they could be better employed than being at liberty and 
getting or producing children for other people to support, especially in this country where labour is so 
remunerative. 

ll. Yes. 
12. 
13. Approved. 
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14. Yes. 
15. Yes, where practicable. 
16. Yes. 
17. Such schools would be beyond the requirements of the country districts, but might be extended in 

tlie large centres of population. Reformatories for youthful criminals are much required. 
18. Would doubtless be extended with beneficial results. 
19 to 21. Yes. 
22. This question we have not sufficiently considered, and therefore cannot answer. 
23 to 26. Yes. · 
27. We consider this proposal only applicable to large towns. 
28 to 30. Yes. 
31. Yes, thoroughly. 
32. Yes. 
33 . 

. 34. Infant Schools are, in our opinion, of doubtful benefit. Children in these Colonies are generally 
rather too precocious, and there is great danger in pushing their education at too early an age. These · 
schools could only be established in the towns. Industrial and Ragged Schools should be maintained by 
Government, and be under the control of the Education Department, with special regulations. Reformatoriesr 
as being penal establishments, should be controlled by special Boards, the moral character, rather than the 
mental powers, of the children being under treatment. These should have no connectioll'with the Education 
Department. · 

35. Yes. 
36. 
37. An open question. 
38. We approve of all these where the circumstances of the locality render them desirable or capable 

of adoption. In this district they will not be applicable. 
39. We certainly do. 
40. Yes. 
41. No. 
42. 
43. I do not think it ought to be extended in country districts. 
44 to 46. Yes. · 
47. We certainly approve. 
48. We approve of such extension. . 
49. Advisable as regards Reformatories and Industrial Schools. 
50. Decidedly ; very much needed. 
51. We cordi(llly approve of it. 
52, 53. Yes. 
54. 
55. Yes. 
56. 
57. Board think their opinions immature, and de'cline to pronounce. 
58. The Local Board considers such extension undesirable, but would recommend that all schools in 

any manner supported or subsidised by Government should be subjected to regular and efficient inspection. 
59. 
60. Does not apply to this school. 
61. Hardly. 

. 62. The Public School system appears to satisfy all requirements for .ordinary education, but Reforma
tories for juvenile criminals are considere_d desirable . 

. 63. Yes. · 
64. All these schools, especially the Infant Schools and Reformatories for youthful convicted criminals, 

are urgently needed. 
65. Infant Schools are hardly applicable to rural districts. The Local Board consider it impossible too 

strongly to urge the establishment of Reformatories for youthful convicts. · 
66. All these schools are much needed. 
67. 
68 to 70. Ye~. 
71. 
72. Approved. 
73. Yes. 
74. Consider that these should be kept separated from this system. 
75. Not in the direction of Infant Schools ; but for all the rest. 
76. Yes, by all means. 
77. In centres of large populations. 
78. We think the system of Public Primary Education should be extended in the direction of the 

different classes named. . 
79. System should be extended. · . · · · 
80. The extension of the ·system in the direction indicated would be a public boon. 
81. Yes. No one acquainted with the Colony can doubt the urgent necessity for the establishment of 

Industrial Schools and Reformatories ; the absence of which latter is a disgrace to the Colony. 
· 82. Yes. · 
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QUESTIONS to be answered by Masters of Superior Schools, ·and otlier persons interested in 
Primary and Superior Education, transmitted by tlie Royal Commission on Education. 

1. Do you regard it as a part of the duty of the St.ate to make provision for the primary education of 
the young? · . . 

2. Is it the duty of the State to impart special religious instruction to the young? Or should the State 
only inculcate the general principles of morality, and afford facilities for clergymen or other duly qualified 
religious teachers to impart more ·special relig-io.us instruction at the school out of school liours? . 

3. Do you think it an undue interference with the liberty of the people for the State to make Education 
compulsory ? 

4. If Education is compulsory, should it also be free to all, or free only to those who are unable to pay 
for it? 

5. If free to all, would you deem it best to pay the cost out of the general revenue of the Colony; or 
to mise it by local rates or by a general education tax? · 

6. Do you tliink the present standard of ~nstruction in our Public Schools sufficiently high? 
7. Though the standard may be sufficiently high for the great bulk of the.children, would it be desirable 

to extend the range of subjects for the sake of the remainder, and particularly for the better preparation of 
exhibitioners for their work in Superior Schools? . 

8. · DfJ you find exhibitioners generally as well prepared to begin their work in the Superior Schools as 
boys of their own age who come from Private Schools? · . . . 

9. Would y0u be inclined to increase the number of Exhibitions to Superior Schools? [N OTE.-This 
question may be regarded as applying alike to the Exhibitions awarded by the Board of Education to boys 
under 12, and to thos~ awarded by· the Council to boys under 14 years of age.] · 

10. Would it appear to you an undue and unnecessary encroachment on the field occupied by private· 
enterprise in Superior Schools if the State were either to very much raise the standard of instruction in the 
Primary Schools, or to establisl;t Superior Public Schools? · . 

ll. Judging from your experience of boys in Superior Schools, would you think it quite practicable for 
boys or girls of ordinary ability to go through the six classes of the Programme of Instruction in six years, 
between the ages of 6 and 12 or 7 and 13? (Programme appended herewith.) 

12. As a friend of education, would you be in favour of compelling such constant attendance
(wherever such attendance is possible) as would be likely to procure for every capable scholar the highest 
acquirements the school affords? 

13. For what number of days in the quarter should attendance be required? 
14. Should children under "home tuition," or those attending private Primary Schools, be liable to, 

examination in order to their exemption from attendance at Public Schools? · . · 
15. Should private school teachers be required to hold a certificate of competency in order that attend-

ance at their schools shall pass as " attendance " under the Act ? . 
16. Are the Council of Education Scholarships accomplishing as fully as is desirable the object for 

which they were established? · 
17. Does the educational equipment which has secured the Tasmanian Scholarship place our youth as·· 

well at the commencement of their University career as the youth who come from the great schools oi: 
. England?, 

18. Can you suggest any. change in the subjects or system of examination for the Tasmanian Scholar
ship which would be of advantage to the scholar at his University? 

· 19. Do you think that the number of scholarships might be increased with advantage, without increasing 
the annual expenditure,-as, e.g., by providing four scholarsl1ips of £100 each, tenable either at approved 
British 01· Colonial Universities; or, with an increased expenditure of £200 per annurn, by providing, in 
addition to the two of £200 each now tenable in a British University, two more of £lq0 each, tenable
either at a Colonial or a British University? 

20. Do you think it would be desirable to throw open the Tasmanian Scholarships to others than the-
youth of Tasmania? · 

21. Do you approve of the constitution of the Council of Education? 
22. Can you suggest any advantageous alteration in it? 
23. Do you think the time has come for the establishment of a University in Tasmania? 
24. Pending the establishment of a Tasmanian University, how do you think the Council of Education 

might best bring within the reach of a larger number than now participate in them the advantages of the 
higher intellectual culture? · 

25. Do you think the central control of our public primary education by the Board of Education is. 
efficient and· satisfactory ? 

26. Do you think it preferable, in lieu of the Board of Education, to substitute some other directorate . 
or controlling authority? if so, will you state in whose hands that direction and control should be? 

27. Are there any other suggestions you have to offer in relation to the improvement of our 
Educational system? 
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PROGRAMME:OF INSTRUCTION. 

CL.ASS I. 
READING.-Tablets; First Book (Irish S~ries). 

WRITING.-Single letters on slates from copy on black-board and tablets, and from dictation. 

ARITHMETIC . ..:....Figt~res up to 20 on slates from copy, and from dictation; oral addition and subtraction 
of numbers up to 10. 

OTHER. 8UBJECTS.-0BJECT LESSONS. RHYMES. 
(Children may be placed in the Upper Division.of Class I. as soon as they are able to read the early lessons of the 

· . First Book with tolerable fluency.] . 

CLASS II. 
READING.-Second Book. 

WRITING.-On slates (round-hand), sentences from copy, and words from dictation; in copy-books, 
elementary lessons. 

ARITHMETrc.-Simple Addition and Subtraction, with Notation up to four places of figures; and the 
Multiplication Table. . · 

OTHER SuBJECTS.-GEOGRAPHY.-First notions. OBJECT LESSONS. RHYMES. NEEDLEWORK. 

CLASS Ill; 

READING.-Thircl Book. 

WRITING._:._On slates, sentences dictated from Reading Book ; in copy-books, text and round-hand. 
ARITHMETIC.-Simple Rules, with Addition of Money ; the Tables of Money and W eigl1ts. 

OTHER SunJEcTs.~ScRIPTUilE LESSONs.-No. 1, Old and New Testament (Irish Series), or their 
. equivalents. · GRAMMAR.-Parts of Speech. GEOGRAPHY.-Map of Australasia, and Outlines 01 

Map of World. OBJECT LESSONS. NEEDLEWORK. 

CLASS IV. 
READING.-Fourth Book. 
WRITING.-On paper from dictation, and from copy. 
ARITHMETIC.-Compound Rules, including Reduction; the Tables of Weights and Measures. 

OTHER SunrncTs.-ScRIPTURE LEssoNs.-No. 2, Old and New. Testament (Irish Series), or their 
· equivalents. GRAMMAR-Parsing. GEOGRAPHY-Australasia, and Map of World in detail. 

OBJECT LESSONS. NEEDLEWORK. . 

CLASS V. 
READING.-Fifth Book. 
WRITING.-On paper from dictation; abstracts of lessons. 
ARITHllIETIC:-Practice and Proportion; the theory of Fractions. 
OTHER SuBJECTs.~ScRIPTURE LESSONS. GRAMMAR. Analysis of simple sentences. GEOGRAPHY

Europe. OmEcT LESSONS. NEEDLEWORK. 

CLASS VI. 
READING.-Sixth Book. 

WRITING.-On paper from dictation; abstracts of lessons. 

ARITHMETrc.-Vulgar and Decimal Fractions, Interest. 

OTHER SuBJECTs.-ScnrPTURE LESSONS. GRAMMAR. GEOGRAPHY. ENGLISH HrsTORY-Outlines. 
OnrncT LESSONS. NEEDLEWORK. 

LA progressive improvement in intelligence and style of working, as well as in range of subjects, will be expected to 
be found in children who are advanced beyond the junior classes. No credit will be given for knowledge of 
subjects assigned to the higher cl.asses if there be any deficiency in the elementary work. J · 

READING IlooKs.-The Books of the Irish Series constitute the standard Reading Books for Public 
Schools, and may not be superseded by any other publications without the written sanction vf the 
Board. 

N OTE.-Each Class may be subdivided into two or more Divisions, tlie lowest being styled Division 1. Children 
may be cbssified in the first instance according to their proficiency in Reading; but they are not to be promoted 
from any Class until, in the subjects of Reading Writing, and Arithmetic, they have reached and passed the 
standard of instruction assigned to that Class. Promotions from Class to Class, or Division to Division, are, as 
a general rule, to be determined by examinations held by the Teachers at stated times, not less frequently than 
once in six months. 

The Nominal Lists prepared for the Inspector's annual examination will include all the Children attending 
the School arranged as they stand in their regular Classes; but children who at the time of the examination 
have been less than one month in any such Class may, with the Inspector's sanction, be examined with the Class 
:from which they have been recently promoted. 
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THE following gentlemen have forwarded replies:;_ 

1. Rev. J.C. Whall, M.A., Christ's College. 18. Ven. Archdeacon Hales, B.A., Launceston. 
2. Henry A. Perkins, Esq., M.D., Hobart. 19. Rev. F. E. Stephenson, Hobart. 
3. Rev.JohnBe_nnett,PrincipalLatrobe.A.cademy. 20. Rev. G. F. Archer, B.A., Hobart. . 
4. Rev. Chas. Price, Launceston. _ _. 21. Rev. R. D. Poulett-Harris, III.A., Rector High 
5. Rev. T. Kelsh, Campbell T.owri. · School, Hobart. 
6. Rev. F. Shann, City School, Hobart. 22. Hon. Henry Eutler, Hobart. 
7. Rev. John G. Millard, Launceston. 23. Alfred D0bson, Esq., Hobart·. 
8. S. P.H. Wright, Esq., Glenorchy. 24. J. W. Tibbs, Esq., .B.A., Hobart . 
. 9. His Honor Mr. Justice Dobson, Hoba1·t. 25. H. Gardiner, Esq., M.A., I-I0bart. 

10. A. I.relan·l, Esq., Principal, Scotch College, 26. Bishop Murphy,-D.D., H0bart. 
Hobart. 27. The Very Rev. Archdeacon I{ogan, Westbury; 

ll. Rev. A. Doctor, Sorell. 28. W. Knight, Esq., M.A.. · · 
12. Rev. Dr. Nicholson, D.D., Hobart. 29. T. Stephens, Esq., M.A., Ifobart. 
13. Rev. George Clarke, New Town. 30. Rev. H. D. Atkinson, B.A;, Circular Head. 
14. Rev. Joh::1 V. Buckland, B.A., Head Master 31. Claude H. W. Johns, Esq_., B.A., Horton· 

Hutchins School, Hobart. C0llege, Ross. 
15._ G. Patten Adams, Esq., Hobart. 32. William w·. Fox, Esq., B.A., Head Master 
16. Rev. J. W. Simmons, Hobart. :E::orton College. 
17. F. Leicester Butler, Esq., Darrister ::et Law. 

[The figures indicate the persons whose answers are given to the several questions as they correspond wi:th 
those i;i the list above.] 

Question 1. Do you rega1·d it as part qf the duty ef tlie State to make provision for the prima1·y 
education qf the young ? 

1. Most certainly.· The State confers certain privileges and imposes certain duties upon its citizens, 
and it is therefore its duty to do :111 in its power to enable them to appreciate the one-and discharge the 
other. It is, moreover, answerable for the general well-being of all its members, and as education is a 
valuable agent for the amelioration of society, and calculated to promote the repression of crime, it is the 
duty of the State to make the best of it for the securing of these objects. · 

2. Yes. 
· 3. Yes, for _the needy young; not for othei·s. 

4 to 8. Yes. 
9. I do. 

10. I regard it as the duty of the State to make provision for the primary education of the destitute 
and neglecteJ, and of assisting to educate those whose parents are unable to do so without some assistance. 

11. Yes. 
12. I consider it the unquestionable duty of parents to provide for the education of their children, and 

of the State to provide for the education 0£ those whose parents are unable to do so. 
13. In the present condition of society I think it is the duty of the State to make provision for the 

secular part of primary education. It is the natural duty of parents, but the State must either make 
parents do it or, failing that, may take the duty on itseif. . 

14. For the primary education of the young of people in poor circum.stances,-1 mean to place 
education 1vithin the reach of all. · 

15 to 17.·Yes. 
18. I do. 
19, 20. Yes. 
21. I think so. 
22. I do so :regard it as assisting to bring up useful citizens and diminishing crime. . 
23. I regard it as a part of the duty of the State to make provision for the primary education of the 

young. 
24. Most assuredly I do. 
25. I do. 
26. I reply that it is the duty of the State, for its own protection, to make the prov1s10n for the 

primary e!lucation of those of the young who are unable to pay, and provided that it is based on religion. 
Education 0eing a thing of value ~s worth paying for in order to be dnly appreciated, and it-is not complete 
nor beneficial unless based on religion ; for I consider that religious instruction should Le the basis of 
secular instruction, slJOuld go hand in hand with it, so ns to create a religious atmosphere around the young; 
whose minds should be imbued from their tenderest years with a knowledge of the supernatural end for 
which they were created, and frequently during the school hours to refer their thoughts, words, and actions 
to the honor and glory of God. . · · 

27. Yes, for those who are unable to pay for their e.iucation. 
28. I regard it as a part of the duty of the State to make provision for the primary e_ducation of the 

youn::;-; but I hold that such provision should not necessarily be gratuitous or supersede the education avail
able from private sources a::id consistently with the religious opinions of the parents. 

29, 3U. Yes. 
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31.. I believe it distinctly the duty of the State, or the Government of, "the State, to care that every 
child has. a sufficient ainount of education to enable it to discharge. efficiently in after life the duties of 
its station. That°the Sfate should endeavour to make each individu_al of its people an accomplished member 
of·society seems to me Utopian. . · 
. 32. I regard it as the. imperative duty of every civilised State t_o provide for the primary education of 
the young. · , . 

Question 2. Is it the duty qf tlte State·to impart special 1,eligious instruction to tlte young? 01· sltould 
tlte State only inculcate t!te general principles of morality, and aJfoi·d facilities for clergymen 01· otlter duly 
qualified 1·eligioits teaclte1·s to impa1·t more special religio.us in_struction at t!te school out·of school hours? 

1. This is l!, point on which my views 11ave unrle1·gone very consjderable modification. I am now 
distinctly of opinion that, provided all due care is taken to give all rei;tsonable facilities for special instmction 
to their own children' by ministers of the various denominations, it is very much better that the 01·clinary 
State paid teache1' should confine himself to the inculcating of the general principles of morality. My 
reasons for adopting this view are as follows :-

_ (1.). It is impossible, on the one hand, to make sure that the master is duly qualified to give such 
· · insfmction ; or, on the other hand, to prohibit him from general teaching because he is not; 

while it is very undesirable that the duty of imparting religious instmction should be com-
mitted to the hands of any and every one without discrimination. . . . 

(2.) It would be utterly impossible fo1; such master, if a conscientious adherent of his own particular 
sect, to avoid putting his own construction on passages involving.doctrinal considerations. 
This would be unfair under a systerh of education which compels the attendance of all. 

(3.) Tl~e ministers of the various denominations are the most fitting teachers of their own doctrines, 
and presumably the most capable of imparting them. . . 

( 4.) Such an arrangement 1';ould prevent jealousy, otherwise unavoidable, and would make the com
munity more inclined as a whole to acquiesce in the· State demands, as they would ·have no 
fear of attempts to proselytize. · 

(5.) I am no believer in a system of religious education which consists simply in the reading or the 
learning of passages of Scripture unaccompanied with comment or explanation. My own 
experience as a child has taught me that such a system leads to the imbibing of erroneous ideas 

· which it often takES long to emdicate. On the other hand, if explanation once begins, it is 
practically impossible to place any limit to its .extent, and the door is consequently opened to 

. the objections _which I have urged above. · · 
It must be clearly understood that my adherence to the position I have taken up depends entirely on the 
willingness of the State to afford ample opportunity for special religious.instruction by the ministers of the 
various denominations. If it is not willing to do this, then I consider it its duty at all hazards to impart 
such religious instruction itself: I am no friend to a pmely secular form of education which -takes no count 
-of religion·· and leaves the children- to get religious instruction as they best can. 

2. No. State should only inculcate general principles of morality by its own teachers, but should 
afford no facilities for clergymen or religious teachers. · 

3. It is not the duty of the State to do this, nor to arrange for clergymen or others to do it. Morality 
should certainly be taught. · · . · ' 

4. It is not the duty·of the State to impart special religious instruction. Impart principles of morality, 
cand permit ministers to _visit t.he school by arrangement with teachers during school hours or otherwise. 

5. I believe it to be the duty of the State; not of itself to impart religious instruction to the young, 
but tb respect the conscientious convictions of every creed, and, while demanding efficiency in inculcating 
-secular knowledge, to allow each denomination to communicate that secular knowledge with or without 
1·eligious instruction according as each denomination may judge opportune. . 

6. I tl1ink th_e State should impart speci[ll religious instruction. This, I think, may be done on 
· unsectarian grounds by means of the Irish Board's Old and New Testament Lesson Books. The lessons 
therein are admirably selected, are framed carefully to avoid mere sectarian dogma, and in the hands of 
even a moderately competent teacher are calculated, in my opinion, to afford all the elementary religious 
teaching needed in youth. I conside1· the use of these or equivalent text-books in school fai· preferable to 
the· relinquishment of the religious element or to the employment of clergymen or others out of school 
homs. Few clergymen have time for sucl1 work, and no clergyman is cordially acceptable to others than 
those of his own communion or sect. . · .. · 

7. I think it very desirable that the present system·wl1ich requires teachers to give some Scriptural 
·instruction, and which affords clergymen an opportunity of supplementing this, oug·ht not to be interfe1·ed 
with. In addition to this I would include other qualified religious teachers: in some instances. clergymen 
could not afford the requisite time, and so provision would be made by which the work could still be done. 

8. I think the State should only inculcate the general principles of morality, and aflord facilities to 
-clergymen or others qualified to give special religious instruction at the school-house. 

· 9. I rlo not think it practicable in this Colony for the State to undertake to teach in its schools the 
dogmatic religious tenets of the various churches. The most it can.do is to inculcate general principles of 
morality, and afford equal opportunities to ministers of all religions to impart such further special religious 
-instruction as they may deem essential. . . . . 
· 10. I think it will be 1;eadily admitted that on the kind of training our youth receives depends in.a 
,great measure the future chai·acter of the Colony. As man has eternal as. well as temporal interests at 
stake, his. education should be such as to fully discipline and devel9pe his moral as well as his mental. 
faculties_; and, for such a purpose, a_ system from which the moral and religious element is wholly eliminated 
mu~t be not only defective but ·positively dangerous both for the individual and the State. History affords 
abt~n~ant evidence of the fad th~t 1_1ot mere m_aterial_ civi~ization (,~hich is the _-outcome of a r.nrely secu~ar 
trammg), but a thorough Clmstian educat10n, will give stab1hty to a nat10n. The public and official 
utteranc·es of some of the most thoughtful and liberal minded of statesmen, clergymen, and joumalists of 
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· the present day-men of high culture and well qualified to speak with autl1ority .on ·the subject-go to prove 
that the infidelity, atheism, and lawlessness· in many countries, such. as France, the U1iited States of 
America, .&c. are mainly attributable to the irreligious and secular education of the young.· It is the duty 
of the State,· th~n, to. see that the youth of the Colony receive a moral training according to a Divine 
standard with the view of moulding them into right principles and habits of action. I am convinced that 
nothing but right moral pi'inciples, obtained from the Bible and indurated by early training into confirmed 
habits, will enable the young to battle successfully with the evils they will have to encounter. I have said 
moral principles obtained from the Bible, for if we ignore the only recognised standard of faith and duty, 
every man may then become his own law-giver: I am not prepared to specify the mode in which the.State 
sho~ld discharge .this duty, but effective me3:sures of some kind should be adopted _if the Colony would 
avert the fearful retribution which its Qontinued indifference and culpable neglect must entail. It is quite 
plain that under. existing circumstances the day-school teache1·, with so many subjects which he must tell.eh, 
and teach thoroughly, and trammeled also by the opposition of conflicting creeds, is precluded from doing 
much, if anything, in this matter ; and Sabbath-school-instruction cannot supply adequate moral instruction. 
Secular instruction for six days in the week, with perhaps the demoralizing influence. of evil exll.mple both 
at home and among his fellows, leaves a youth but little. chance, despite the few h<;mrs of religious training 
he may receive in one 'day out of seven, to grow up a useful and honourable member of a Christian 
community. 

ll. The State should inculcate the general principles of religion and morality, and leave the teaching 
of special religious doctrines to clergymen or other .duly qualified persons. . . 

12. I· think the giving of special religions instruction to the young is specially the duty of parents and 
the Churches : but I am, at the same time, decidedly of opinion that the State, in providing for the education 
of the yo~ng, is mo1'ally bound to ~ee _that religious instrnction be not excluded from the schools. Education 
without religion has often been found to be an instrument of evil rather than of good. The present con
dition of the. world affords abundant proof of this. Although, therefore, it may not be .the function qf the 
State to teach _the special doctrines of Christianity, it is, I respectfully submit, in cum bent ·on the State to 
provide for the young mind being brought into contact with the Word of God, which is the true foundation 
of all true religious knowledge. It is plain that if the Bible be excluded, the only effectual means of 
teaching even the general principles of morality is e~clud.ed. . . 

13. The State is not competent to undertake the religious part of education. It involves an inquisition 
into the faith of the masters and the adoption of some standard by which it may be tested, and it would at 
once bring on a conflict with those citizens who might object to the standard of the Government. The 
State can furnish no security against the sceptical teaching of the sceptic, or the denominational teaching of 
the believer ; but I think that facilities should be given for religious instruction by clergymen or laymen 
approved by ·th~ parents, but not so as to break in any way on the common ordei.· of the w'o1·k in school 
hours. · . 

14. I do not think it possi_ble under present circumstances. 
15. I consider it the duty of the State to impart special religious instruction to the young. 
16. The State should teach general principles of morality and religion, leaving special instruction to 

other agencies. · · 
· 17, I do not consider it to be the duty of the State to impart special. religious instruction. Let the 

master give general religious instructi<:m to all those whose parents do not object, keeping clear of doctrine 
as far as possible, whilst facilities are given to clergymen or other duly qualified teachers to instruct those 
whose parents may object to the -teaching of such master.· .. 

18. Education consists. not merely of instruction,-that is, of teaching and training the mind in su~jects 
useful to enable a person to get on in life,-but also of forming right motives for conduct. If this latter be 
omitted, the ·natural tendencie3 to vice and crime are supplied by the remaining processes ·of education with 
weapons for their exercise, aud are made more dangerous. Instruction in morals will.be feeble if their ground 
and authority are not clearly and .fully taught. The welfare of mankind is part of the grou11d, but is not 
sufficient when the supposed interests of au individual clash with those of the community. A man must be 
taught that the Creator forbids vice and wrong, and that he is bound to obey, though he should suffer. 
Even this motive is insufficient until he learns to love the good an~ to hate the evil, and no teaching ha_s 
e_ver shown such power to do this as the story of Jesus Christ,-and it is found to be adequate. The State. 
can only act upon common sentiment : if that is not Christian it cannot teach Christianity; if it is Christian, 
then no reasonable objection can be made by a_ny section of Christians against readings about J esns Christ 
extracted from :iny correct translation of the Greek Gospels. Such readings are to be found in the Irish 
Books professed to be used in these schools. I observe, however, .with regret, that these _books ar<! being 
quietly put out of the schools in favour of a new book from which such lessons are excluded, and that 
morals, as w~ll as Christianity, are almost entirely ignored. This is. a change uncalled for by the com
munity; con.trary to the professions of the Board; and certain to be disastrous in its effects. · 

19. If the State undertakes the education of the young, I regard it as its duty to see that that educatioi1 
includes religious instruction. The grounds on which the Stare undertakes the work of education are,
( a) 'l'hat as its people are educated its ,!ealth is increased·. (b) That security and good order are 
thereby promoted. (c.) That the influence and power of the nation are thus increased. Now these 
objects, especially the secorid, are, I believe, secured by education only ii). proportion as that education is 
of a religious character. An education withotit religion will, I believe, be useless in effecting the very end1, 
which alone.justi~y the State in undertaking the work of education. It may, however, be asked: "If the 
State undertakes the secular .part of education, cannot parents and Churches be depended on to supply the 
religious?.·'' . I answer, "No." As to parents, large numi:>ers of them, if pD blic education is provided; regard 
th~mselves as freed from all responsibility, and do not understand the· distinction made by the advocates of 
secular· education, or the reason for it. As to the Churches, if there were one national and wealthy 
C_hnrch it might do this work; but with the differences in the Churches,-many of them, too, being under
mann·ed,__:_I believe 'that they could not of themselves do the work. of elementary relig·ious instruction. 
efficiently. It is asked," Cannot the State confine itself to the 'general principles of morality?'" I reply 
that these cannot be sticcessfolly taught,- that i~, 1aug·ht so as to have much influence upon the life, except 
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upon the basis of directly religious teaching. . For 'instance, ~he immorality of falsehood cannot be easily 
shown to·a little child except by reference to the existence of a God and to His displeasure with lying, &c. 
Such considerations as these make.one think it desirable to continue the present plan in which teachers are 
required to give elementary biblical instruction, which ministers of religion may arrange to supplement if 
they choose. 

· 20. No. Afford facilities, &c._ for clergyman, &c. out of school hours. 
21. I find it hard to answer this question. My own feeling"is, that it is the duty of a Christian State 

to see that the young are brought up as Christians; but I recognise the difficulty of applying this principle, 
especiaJly where there is no Church Establishment. 

22. I do not' think that it is the duty of the State to impart special religious instruction, having· in 
view the fact that the Government, on a previous occasion, with the concurrence of the Parliament, has 
agreed to pay a commutation instead of the definite sum provided in the original Constitution of the Colony 
fo1· certain defined religious bodies. Irrespective of that canse, on general principles I am of opinion that 
in our primary schools, where the pupils receiving instruction correspond in their family circleR to so many 
and varied religious opinions, it would be impossible in a small eommtmity to divide the. schools into so 
large a num her as to secui·e to each of the pupils special religious instruction by the master having the 
charge of the school. Every instructor of youth has the occasional· opportunity arising to inculcate the 
general principles of morality. I am of opinion that·the highest tone of religious feeling is to be obtained 
by the participation in home worship. The sense of responsibility in securing this daily re-acts on parents 
and children. Beyond this, it is desirable that all facilities should be afforded to clergymen, and others 
competent, to imp~rt religious instruction at such times that will not interJere with adequate attention to 
school duties. 

2-3. It seems to me to be practically impossible for the State, in these days, to impart special religious 
instmction to the young. The schootm·aster should as much ·as possible. inculcate general principles of 
morali_ty, and facilities should be afforded to clergymen or qualified religious teachers to impart special 
religious instmction. I have not sufficient experience of the working of the Public Schools to venture an 
opinion as to whether, having· regard to discipline and convenience, the instruction should be imparteu in 
or out of school hours. It is to be regretted that so few clergymen or teachers of the different denomi
nations avail themselves of the facilities at present afforded by the Board of Education for imparting 
religious instruction. . · . 

· ·24. I think that the State should impart religious instruction to the young through 'its cle7·gy, and not 
through its ordinary schoolmasters. Fmther, I believe that the facilities afforded to the clergy by the 
Board of Education are ample for the purpose. 

25, In my 6piuion _it is no part of the ·duty of the State to impart special religious instruction to the 
young. I think spe·cial religious instruction should be kept quite distinct from the ordinary school work; 
otherwise, it hecomes task-work, under pains and penalties, and religion is thereby, in many cases, rendered 
hateful instead oflovel:Y in the eyes of the young. The State has discharged its duty when it has provided 
foi· secular e<lucation, embracing, of course, the general principles of morality; but the most ample facilities 
shonld be afforded to clergymen and others for imparting special religious instruction at the school out of 
school hours .. 

26. In case the State educates at all, it is its duty to proyide for special religious instruction, through the 
recognised religious authorities, but not to impart it. To inculcate the general principles of morality to the 
young is, in itself, insufficient, fo1·, in order to be effective, it should be· grounded on Christian morality_, 
which is founded on do~ma,-such as the existence of a personal all-seeing God, the atonement for sin, 
future rewards and ptinishments, and sacramental grace, &c. I believe that the imparting of special 
religious instruction at the school, out of school hours; to be inadequate, without touching the theoretical 
question. · . . 

27. It. is the duty of the State to provide, not to impart, special religious instruction in schools 
-established by the State. To inculcate the general principles of morality to the yuung is, in itself, insuf
ficient, for, in order. to be effective, the sanction enjoined by the Christian law is necessary,-such as future 
1·ew::rds and punishments, the existence of an all-seeing personal God, atonement for sin, and sacramental 
aid,--all which imply the necessity of dogma. As to imparting religious instruction at the school out of 
school hours, while none is given in the school, I deem it inadequate to a complete education, for I con
sider that religious instruction should be the· basis of secular instruction, should go hand in hand with it, 
·so as to create a religious atmosphere ·about the yoting, whose mind should be imbued from the tenderest 
,age ll'ith a knowledge of the supernatural end for which they are created, and frequently during school 
hours made to refer their thoughts, words, and actions to the honor and glory of God. 

28. V{here the State refrains from sperial religious instruction generally, it would be illogical for the 
State to impart such instruction to the young. I think facilities should be afforded to clergymen or other 
d·uly authorised denominational teachers to. impart special religious instruction in school hours. 

29. Yes; provided that there is no interference with the 1·ights or conscientious scruples of the natural 
g-mll'dians ot the children, and that due supervision is maintained by competent officers over the teaching. 
'To leave children to the chances of instruction afforded by casual or infrequent visits of persons who are 
:under no responsibility to the State, is, so far as regards a large proportion of the scholars of Public Schools, 
to practically deprive them of all opportunities of religious instruction. . 

30. I do not think it desirable for the State to impart "special religious instruction," because it woul<l 
be fouucl difficult in practice to avoid .~ecta1·ian teaching anu the introduction of the dogmatic tenets which 
1rnppened to be agreeable to the teacher. 'l'he general principles -of morality ought certainly to be taught, 
both directly as a part of the educational scheme, and indirectly in the general management of the school 
:and i.11strnction of the pupils. Facilities might be afforded to clergymen,-but they are at present, and my 
own experience leads me to infer that very little use is made of them. I do not approve of clergymen 
comin"'. into State schools and selecting the lambs of their particular folds and imparting_ religious instruction 
to thcr~1. The fittest place for religious teaching is the Sunday-school; and if Sunday-schools were properly 
-conducted, and made attractive to children,· they would become adequate · to. all religious needs. It is 
certainly better to keep teachers away from "religious" instruction, as at present understood. 

.. 
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31. Religious and _moral educ;ation I believe a more general want than purely secular instruction in 
this Colony; and it would be a remunerative expenditure to try and ensure in cases, where ministers· of 
religion are inaP-cessible, that a thorough conception of the moral duties of a man to his fellows, and a citizen 
to the State, should be early !nculcated, and good conduct and pure morals fostered. As ministers of religion 
are often · careless, incompetent, or otherwise inefficient, and, moreover, as ·thefo is no· check on their 
efficiency,-no standard by which to measure work done,-I ventvre to recommend the ensnrance of its 
faithfully being attempted, to entrust the moral and religious training to the schoolmaster, while affording 
every facility to the recognised teachers ·or religion to pursue their work in their own style. As it seems to 
me that the moral depravity of a community is more costly than even the intellectual, I deem it well worth 

.while to attempt some well-considered scheme_for moral education. of the people in early life, rather than 
shelve the undoubted difficulties of the subject by confining _the attention ofthe State to secular education. 
Having read and thought on the subject to some extent, I am inclined to name the Bible as a principal 
text-book on this subject, and most excellent guide to the teacher in his moral lessons. I know of no· other 
·book which seems calculated to be equally useful. · . 

32. I think that religious instruction--meaning instruction in the Scriptures-should be a part of the 
school work. · The question is beset by grave difficulties, but, in my opinion, some of these might be met 
by using the Bible, or selected lessons from it, as one of the school reading-books. An exception might be 
made in the case of'children of parents,-J ews, Roman Catholics, and others,-who object to our Bible. 
I do not· see how any attempt to impart. religious knowle~ge by clergymen or others out of school hours 
can succeed: If persons could be found to undertake the work with any 1;egularity, the children could 
hardly be expected to attend after school hours. . · 

. Question 3. Do you thinh it an unclue intmference rvith the liberty ef the veople fo1· t!te State to malte 
Education compulsm·y ? _ 

.. 1. No; certainly not. It is the duty of the State in matters of education, as in all else, to do what it 
considers best for and most calculated to promote the welfare of its citizens, and of the <;itizens to acquiesce 
in the same .. My ans_wer to Question 1 will bear further on this point. · · · 

2. No. . 
3. Compulsion should be limited to the elements to save the State from barbarism. 
4. No. 
5. N o,when provision is made as above for non-interference in religioui matters. 
6, 7. No. · 
8. I think that education should be compulsory. 
9. I have always held the opinion that it was the duty of the State to enforce the due education of 

its youth, and, acting upon this opinion, in 1868 I procured the approval of my colleagues, Sir Richard 
Dry and the Hon. T. D. Chapman, to my introducing a Bill to Parliament to make education in Tasmania 
compulsory. In working oµt the details of the measure I had the valuable assistance of the Hon. H .. 

· Butler.. The measure was carried by a very small majority, but it placed Tasmania in the position of being 
the first portion of the British Empire (except, I think, Heligoland) in which the principle of compulsory 

. education received the sanction oflaw. · 
10. Education should be compulsory. [t has been clearly demonstrated that neglected child1·en form 

the raw materials out of which full-grown criminals are made.· No man has·a right to rear a brood of 
vicious .larrikins and let them loose on a civilized community. When, therefore, parents cannot or will not 
educate their children the State is bound, for its own protection, as well as in the interests of such neglected 
children, to interfere and undertake the task. 

11. No. 
12. I do not. 
13. As a rule the State may make education compulsory without infringing upon the . rational liberty 

of the subject, but. it is a rule with exceptions, such as the ill-health of a child,. mental infini:tity,· distance 
from a school-house, and so forth. I am of opinion that education should also be free to alL The exemption 
from payment of those who are unwilling or unable to pay the fees is, under our present system, a ·constant 
source of dissatisfaction. Drunken parents, for instance, can often pay if they would, but will not, and 
the Local Boards are shut up to the choice of either admitting their children free or leaving them to run 
wild·. Poor parents who pay the fees think it hard that·their neighbours who are better off than themselves 
should be· allowed the privilege of educating their children without cost because they • are dissolute and 
improvident heads of families. · 

14 to 17. No. 
18. I think education should be compulsory. . 
19. No; because the liberty of the individual.must yield to what is essential to the general welfare of 

the community. 
20. No. 
21. I think not. 
22. The State in modern times interferes with the liberty of the subject so far as requiring that children 

. shall obtain the necessaries oflife : certainly the provision of primary education should also be peremptorily 
secured for them. . 

23. I am decidedly of opinion that the State should make· education compulsory, not me~·ely upon the 
ground that education is a good thing for children, and tends to make them grow up more useful members .. 
of society, but because a certain amount of education is as-necessary for a child's mind as food and clothing 
is for its body. A ·child who grows up without education suffers a cruel and, probably,· a permanent injury 
which may, perhaps, be worse than any physical injury can be. So soon as the influence of education is 
more widely spread we may hope that the neg.lect of a child's education will be considered as disgraceful. 
Compulsion may eventually become a dead letter, as it is in Germany, and parents will educate their children 
willingly, and not because they are forced to do so. .. 

24. L believe in compulsory education. Far from it -being undue interference with liberty, I consider 
it absolutely necessary to the safety of society. 
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25. I think not. . . 
26. I do not think it would be an undue. interference with the liberty of the people for ~he State to make 

educQ,tion compulsory under the abov~ reserve of religion, and dS such free only to those unable to pay, and 
the cost. to be defrayed out of the General Revenue. · 

27. I think that in schools wherff provision is made for special religious instruction education may. 
safely bt: made compulsory by the State. . · . 

28. I do not ·think it an undue interference with the liberty of the. people for the State to make 
education compulsory. 

29. No. 
30. Not only, in my opinion, ought education· to be made compulsory by the State, but I do not think 

the State can do its duty towards the young by any other method. Compulsory education answers admirably 
elsewhere, why not in Tasmania? I have had a good deal of experience in the matter, having been a 
pretty active Chairman of several Local School Boards since their introduction, and I most unhesitatingly 
denounce the present system as inadequate, and vexatious to all who are .interP.sted in the education of young 
people. Parents of children in country places will not deny themselves for the sake of a little "schooling." 
Compulsory education seems only natural, and would save members of Local Board~ a great deal of worry 
and trouble, and give far better opportunity to the teachers for obtaining satisfactory results. 

· 31. Education to a certain standard-sufficient for a man to understand his ·duty to his neighbour, 
his privileges and duties as a citizen, and to appreciate the necessity and value of honest work-should be, 
as far as possible, inevitabl~.; while leaving every liberty to the people to direct the education .of, their 
children in accordance with their own intentions respecting their future. 

32. I am of opinion that education should be compulsory. 

Question 4. If Education is compul,sor1J, should it al,so be.free to all, orfree only to those w.ho are 
unable to pay for it ? 

1. Only to those who are unable to pay. Though education is a duty, it is also a privilege, and may 
fairly Le paid for as such. What is worth having is worth paying for in education as in all else. I think 
experience goes to prove that people as a rule place a higher estimation on that which costs them some
thing than on that which they get free gratis for nothing. 

2. Free only to those unable to pay. 
3. Free only to those unable to pay. 
4. Free only to those who are unable to pay? 
5. Free only to those who are unable to pay for it. 
6. Free only. to those uriabkto pay for it. 
7.· Foi· those only who are unable to pay, otherwise the State would be entering into competition with 

private individuals. Then, again, persons have no right to expect the State to do that for them which they 
are well able to do for themselves. ·. 

8. It si10uld be compulsory, and free to all because it is compulsory. 
9. I do not think that education, because it is compulsory, should therefore be free to all. On the 

principle that no man should be allowed to cause danger or annoyance to his neighbour, so a parent should 
not be allowed to bring up his child in igr.orance and vice, rendering it probable that he will become a 
source of mischief Lo his follow men. I look upon the education of the mind of the child as being as 
much the· duty of the parent as the nourishment of its body. When he has sufficient means the parent 
should provide for education as he d9es for food, where he is unable to do so the State should aid him. In 
answering the question, whether in my opinion education if compulsory ought not to be free, I was 
influenced to a great extent by the cons.ideration bf what appeared to me practicable. To exemplify what 
I mea11; when I introduced the bill to render education compulsory the financial position of the Colony was 
such as to place free education amongst those things which were out ot the region of practicable politics. 
Whether it is so.still is a question for politicians to decide. On mature consideration, I desire to state 
that I. think that in zn·inciple, where education is compulsory it ought to be free? The State is greatly 
benefited by the addition to its numbers of well trained and educated citizens; and I am of opinion that 
as the benefit is ~ommon to the community at larg-e, it is not fair to impose by law the burden of attaining 
this 1·esult upon the pocket of the parent alone. He has already a heavy burden to bear in the maintenance 
of his children; and in contributing· to the general revenue he would be contributing his quota as a member 
of the community toward the education of his children were the schools maintained out of the public· 
purse. 

10. Free only to those who are unable to pay. 
ll. Free only to those who are unable to pay. 
12. Free only to those who are unable to pay. 
13. See answer to Q. 3. 
14. Free only. to those who are unable ·to pay for it. 
15. Free only to those who are unable to pay for it. 
16. Free to all. 
17. Free only to the latter. . 
18. I think it sufficient to make the fees moderate and easv for families. 
19. Free only to those who are unable to pay for it.-( a.j Because a free system increases the burden 

of foxation on those who are not directly and personally benefited, as, for example, perso;ns having no 
children, or those who do not care to send their .children. to State schools. (b.) Because local interest 
would not be excited to the same extent in schools entirely supported out of the publie revenue as where 
the parents by payment of the foes bear part of the cost, neither would there ·be in such a case t.be same 
claim for local part.icipation in the management as under the present system. ( c.) Because in making pay
ment direct from their own pocket parents will value the education most, and will send their children to 
school with most regularity. 

20. Free to those only who are unable to pay. There cannot be many unable to pay 3d. a week. 
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21. .I think that education is likely to be much more highly appreciated where people have to pay for 
it than where· it comes as a gift. , · , . · . 

· 22. Following out the previous question, where parents can provide adequate nourishment an<J. 
clothing for their children they are compelled ·to do so, I think the same theory should obtain with 
reference to primary education. . 

23. This is a difficult question, and one of the greatest importance to us .as a young and growing 
community. The wrong stej) in either direction may hereafter lead to disastrous results. It does not at all 
seem to follow that because edtwation is compulso1;y it should therefore be absolutely free; and as at 
present advised, I arri of opinion that it should be free only to those who are unable to pay for it. One of 
the arguments used in favour o,f free education, namely, that some familes are branded with the stigma· 
of pauperism because they cannot afford to pay for the education of tµeir children, appears to me to be·· 
sentimental rubbish. A man ought not to marry uriless he can provide his children with the necessaries ·of 
life, including some amount 'of teaching. To use the argument of a writer on political economy, parents 
in bringing children into the world incur the responsibility of feeding,. clothing, and educating them (i.e. 
educating them up to a certain point), and if they undertake this responsibility without being able to fulfil 
it they Justly deserve to bear the stigma of pauperism. In this Colony great abu~es exist with respect to 
out-door relief afforded to so-called paupers, and if parents, who by practising a little economy could afford 
to pay some school fees, were let off free,'st1ch a system wo.t1ld probably tend still further to pauperise the 
commli.n~ty. In fact, if the law provided that every person could legally call upon the State to pay for the 
education of his children we should be introducing a kind· of Poor Law system. I am aware• that the 
"free" syi,:tem exist!\ in Victoria and in some other few countries ; so does the system of "protection ;" bu,t 
the existence of such systems in those particular countries does not p1·oye that the systems are the best or 
the fairest. Give free education ·and you encourage the improvident and thoughtless to look to th_e State 
for help in too many other directions. U-p to what standard are children to be educated at the expense of the 
State? If the system of free education were once introduced it would be almost impossible to change it, 
however much an· alteration might be desired. Some strong arguments may of course be advanced in 
favour of free education, and difficulties no _doubt exist in canying out the present system. The teacher 
may meet with hindrances, and incur odium in collecting the fees, and the question arises whether he 
ought to be placed in such a position. Such a state ·of things may tend to prejudice his influence with 
parents and children. Would it be possible for some Government or public officer in the district to collect 
the fees ? . . , · 

24. In a Colony like this, where we have no real poor, I object to free education, I think that free 
~ducation is liable to be undervalued by children and parents, particularly by the latter. If it is found 
necessary to have free education (in exceptional cases), there should, 'in Hobart and Launceston, be a 
special free school, and no free scholars should be taken at ordinary Board Schools; in this way the· list 
would be minimised. There should be no Ragged Schools. . 

25.- I am strongly of opinion that education should not be made free except to tho_se who are unable 
to pay for it. I regard it as the duty of the parent to provide for the education of his child; and I believe 
that when he does this he takes more interest in. the child's progress; he sees to its attendance at school, 
and he·is directly impelled to the exercise of that parental control the absence of which is in many cases 
so manifest in these colonies. I think the State should be sfow to relieve· parents of any part of their 
responsibility for the p1·oper up-bringing of their children. 

26. See answer to Q. 3. · , 
27. I should advocate free and compulsory education onJy 'for those who are unable to_ pay. for it. 
28. I think it should be free only to those who are unable to pay for it. 
29. There seems to be no reasonable ground for relieving parents who are not paupers from all 

pecuniary responsibility for the education of their children. 
30. Free to all. · 
31. Education should be free to all, but .... (see answer to Q. 5). · 

. 32. -It should be free only to those who are unable to pay for it. Very few in this Colony are 
so poor as not to be able to afford to pay the very moderate fees of the Public. Schools, and what costs 
something is likely to be more highly valued than what is simply given .. 

Question 5. If .f1·ee to all, woulcl you deeni it'best to pay tlie cost· out of tlie general revenue, of tli8 
Oolony, or to rcl'i.~e ·it by locril rates or by a general eclucation tax? 

1. It seems to me that the term "free education" is somewhat of a misnomer. It is, rather, a question 
b_etween direct and indirect payment. · Money will have to be found somehow for the carrying on of the 
work, and if it does not take the form of a direct contribution on the part of the parent, it will take_ that of 
indirect 'taxation. Some of tlie lower classes will, I suppose, be freed; but the rest ,of those who take 
advantage of the_ public schools, or who pay large snms for the education of their children elsewhere, will 
bave to pay for the education of their own children and for that of their poorer neighboi.irs also.. Local 
taxation -would, I think, be objectionable in that, under such a system, the incidence of taxation would not 
be equal, but would 4epend upon tlrn needs of each particular comml!,nity; whereas it is not particular 
communities, but theState in general, that is now concemed. The imposition of an education tax would seem 
to have the effect-of taking away with one hand what was given with the other; and therefore, if one of 
the three plans mentioned must be adopted, I am inclined to support the first, as, although the same amount 
of money would be required, it would give an air of greater reality to the boon, inasmuch as the money 
would come from a fond voted for the general purposes of govern,ment, an~ not .from one fo1'.med for a 
particular object. I 

2. Answered in Q. No. 4. 
3. Much as the Poor Rates are raised. 
4. Not free to all. 
5. As at present, out of the general revenue of the Colony. 
6. I would advocate the raising of funds for the education of those unabl~ to pay for it by a general 

Education Tax. 
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· 7. To be paid out ot the general revenue. · · . . . . · 
·s., Under existing circumstances, I am in favour of the cost being paid ·out of the general revenue of 

the Colony. Local taxation would in some _districts lead to local obstruction. 
9. I think that, if 'the cost is to be paid at all, it should not be paid out of local rates if that would 

give the local authority control over the schoolmaster.· Upon-the whole, I think that the general revenue 
is the fairest source from which to defray the cost. · • · . . . 

10. Many could not, and others would not, avail .themselves of the benefits of-,a free education'for the 
young, and it would, he unjust to tax such for the education of those who were differently situated or·were 
less 1,crupulot~s. In educational matters the State might safely follow the precedent established in con• 
nection with sut·gery and medicine,.....:let those pay who can, and to those who cannot, give medicine and 
medical attendance gratis : so with education .. · 

ll. 
· 12. ,I am convinced that to make education-free to all is unwise,. and the· provision for those who are 

not' able to pay I think/ should come out of the general revenue. · · · 
13. I do not thin.k that in· the present state of the Colony it would be wise to raise the money fo,z

·compulsory education either by local rates or by a special ed,ucation tax. I ·should say that perhaps one 
half of the pai·ents in the corn m unity care very little_ about the teaching of their children,:.-too little, at any 
·rate, to make any sacrifice for such ·an object. They did without learning themselves, and they do not see 
why their children might not get on as well without so much schooling-. The time I hope will come when 11 
large share of the cost will be raised, as in the English Board Schools, by. a local and specific rate; and I 
_think that should be kept in view as the plan that !?hall be ultimately adopted. One necessary step in the 

· right dii,ection might be taken at once, namely, to divide the whole Colony into Education Districts (say 
six), besides Hobart and Launceston, wlii_ch should be keptbytheml'lelves. Until the country is so mapped 
out the rating in different districts wotil<l he very unequal. Provisionally,. therefore, if education is to be 
free, I think the cost should be borne by the general revenue. · 

' 14. Out of the general revenue. · · 
. 15. . . 

· 16. ln the present state of public feeling, 01it of the general revenue. When ratepayers generally 
become more thoroughly interested in public questions, the local rate would not be without a decided 
advantage. · · 

17. 
18. If free to all, the ·cost.should come from the general revenue. 
]~ . . 
20 .. If free (which I would not have it), pay cost out of general revenue, not local rates. A tax would 

be hard upon parents who-send their children to private schools·. 
21. ' . 
22. The desirable mode of applying taxation for educational requirements has long been a study for 

the statesman. I would incline to the opinion that it would be most desirable that the expenditure should 
be defrayed out of the public revenue. It becomes the policy of the State for the general benefit induced. 
If supplied by lo·cal rates, experience tells us that the schools are starved, as is generally the case in America. 
I am so insufficiently informed as to the details of the supply by a general educational tax that I am 
unable to torm an opinion. . · · . . 

23. The question does not suggest the basis upon which the local :rate or the general education tax: 
would be levied, bt1t whatever the system might be, I should ueem it by fat· the· best plan to pay the cost of 
free education out of the general revenue of the Colony. · · · . 

24. Vide answer to Q. No. 4. · · 
2-5. In view of my answer to Question 4, I need not answer this. 
26; 
27. Under the reserve made, I would have the cost defrayed out of the general revenue of the Colony. 
28. I think the economy encouraged by the rate being local would, perhaps, be more than counter• 

balanced by the possible inadequacy of the provisio11 made in' certaiI). cases. . 
29. If free to all, education. should be partly maintained at the cost of the State, which is thus enabled 

. to exercise necessary control, and to stimulate local interest in the education of the young. Local payment 
in some shape or other is considered a necessary condition all over the world, except in som·e of the 
Australian Colonies,-whose experience is too brief to allow them to be safe guides. 

:30. It might be _better, all things considered, to pay the cost of education-out of the general revenue 
. of the Colonv. · · 

31. Education should be paid for by a general tax falling with greater weigh.t on those best able to 
pay, and exemption from this tax be granted to those who pay foi· the education of their children at supe1·ior 

· schools. While in England local taxes 01· rates are just, here they seem likely to fall unfairly upon a few 
· in many of the remoter parts of the Colony. . 

32. If free to all, the cost should be paid out of th~ general revenue, as~ in other State Departments. 

Question: 6. Do you thinlt the present' standarrl qf in.~truction in our Public Sclwols sufficiently high? 

1. I.~o not know enough of the working of P~blic Schools to give an answer of ap.y practicai'value to 
this question. The exhibitioners do not come under my notice till .;ifter some years' training at the superior 
schools.·. 

2. No'. 
3, 4. 5. Yes. 
6. I do. 
7. As far as I can judge, it is not sufficiently high. 
8. I am not prepared to ans,ver this question. 
!). ' . 
JO. I am of opinion-1that as-far as secular cdnC"ation is concerned the State does. quite enough when it 

proY.i<les elementary instruction for the destitute and the poorer classes. 
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11.· Yes. 
12. I do ... 
13. The standard of the.Public Schools is not, I think, sufficiently high for those who might go 

further; for the great majority, I fear that, as it is, t]:iey fall short of really mastering it. · 
14. Yes, as far as I am acquainted with it, and the purposes it is inter.de~ to fulfil.· 
15, 16. Yes. · 
17. Cannot say. 
18. I think the present standard high enong"]:i. 
19. Yes, I think _so. . · · · 
20. Yes, for the great bulk of the children. 
21. I think so. 
22. Yes, for the large.majority of the children who attend the primary schools. 
~ . 

24. The present standard of instruction is quite high enough. I think that a plain, sound education 
can be obtained at our Board Schools, and that they are doing excellent service in tui·ning out useful 
young colonists. 

25. I think the standard sufficiently high for. the great bulk of the children. 
26. Yes, for the humble classes. · · · . 
27. I think the present standard of instruction sufficiently high. for the great lmlk of the children;· 

but for the remainder, or for_ those who are able to pay, I would recommend intermediate schools, where the 
Jfflnge of subjects may be extended so as to prepare pupils for their work in superior schools. · 

28. · · 
· 29. Very different interpretations are put upon the prescribed standard of instruction. As it is 

understood by properly qualified teachers, it is sufficiently high for ai1y primary school. 
30. I think the present standard might be raised with advantage,__:if not in all cases, yet where the 

Inspector considered it desirable. · · . _ 
31. I consider ·the present standard of secular etlucation sufficiently high ; hut the efficiency of its 

«:urriculum might be enhanced by·greater rewards and more frequent examinations. The 1noi-al education 
in this, as in other English speaking countries, is in a lamentably inefficient condition. 

32. I am not sufficiently well acquainted with the present standard of instruction in our Public 
Schools to answer this question. If the programme appended to Quest.ions be thoroughly carried out I 
think it is as much as can be expected from the bulk of the children attending these schools. 

7. Though the standard may-be suJficimtl.lJ high fo.0
• the g1·eat bulli of the child1·en, mould it be de.~irable 

to extend the range ,f suldectsfor the sa!te of the remainder, ancl particu(m·ly for the better p1·eparation of 
Exhibitioners for their mork in Superior Schools ? 

1. 
2. Yes. 
3. I ·think. the State has nothing to do with Superior Education. 
4. No. · . 
5. Not at the public expense. 
6. I am unable to see where the line could be drawn in any extension of the range of subjects of 

instruction in our Public Schools in justice to private teachers. 
7. The advantages would be great for the reason assigned, and besides it would benefit the scholars 

generally by creating· a spirit of greater emulation throughout the school. 
8. · See answer to Q. 6. 
9. 

10. It would not be desirable to extend the range of subjects for the remainder, because so little 
388istance is granted to the masters of Public Schools, that such an extension of range of subjects with a view 
to preparing a few for exhibitions would mean the neglect to a great extent of the larger number, and 
thus the main and legitimate object for which Public Schools were introduced would be defeated. 

11. No. 
12. I confess I do not see the necessity of any new regulations in the direction indicated. 
13. See 6. . 
14. Yes ; but I think fees should then be charged for the additional labour in valved, and it should not 

be allowed to interfere with the main object of such schools. · 
15. I consider an extension of the present range of subjects in Public Schools unnecessary. · 
16. Yes. . · 
17. I think it would be advantageous if those going in for exhibitions_ were taught Latin, as in Classics 

0xl1ibitioners are always at a great disadvantage as compared with the majority of boys o.f their age. 
18. The chief public advantage of exhibitions is to raise the ger.eral standard of effort to be made by all 

children. The test ought to be proportioned to their requirements ; if too stringent it ceases to be useful to 
the many. 

19. 
20. I do not thing it would be desirable. 
21. I think it would be well. that the boys who are likely candidates for .exhibitions shot1ld get a little 

Latin and Euclid before their examination. For ·want of these subjects they enter the Grammar Schools at 
a disadvantage, and that often produces a discomaging effect, influencing their whole school career. But f 
am not prepared to say that Latin ought to be part of the regular school course-even of the head classes in the 
Public Schools. If the Board of Education introduc_ed it into the examination for exhibitions, -the masters 
of the Public Schools, would probably find the means of giving some special instrnction to the can<lidate8. 

, 22. I do not think it desirable for the interest of the exhibitioners ; the present programme is sufficiently 
wide, and also .advanced, for children under twelve years of age, if they are to be well grounded in the most 
_essential" q uali:l;i.ca tions. . · -

23.-
24. I should like to see added to the pre,ent li~t of sulijects for the Bonrd's Exhibitions a little Euclicl 

and Algebra. 1 find the Board's exhibitiDners as a rnle su frorough 1y g-roundecl in arithmct;c: thut it is 
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always a mat.t.er of regret to me that they have not made a start in the other two subjects. Five new sub
jects-:-Latin, Greek, French, Algebra, Euclid-is rather a heavy list for a Board's exhibitioner to i;n~age 
in the two years' reading he is•_allowed for a Council's Exhibition. If they ·took up Euclid to Book I.. ·Prop. 
12, and Algebra as far as Simple Equations, they would ha;ve got a capital start. 

25. I think it a desirable thing that exhibitioners should have . some knowledge -~f the rudim(!nts of 
Latin. · · 

26. No. 
27. See answer to Q. 6. . 
28. I do not think the general efficiency of the school should be endangered by·extending the range of 

subjects taught in school hours, for the. benefit of the few. · . . . . · 
29. To extend the range of subjects would be_ simply to temp·t the teacher to act as private tutqr to a 

few selected !lCholars, to the injury of tl10 mass. _ . · 
30. Certainly some greater facility should be afforded -the teacher for the preparation of exhibitioners. 

This_might he.done by the appointment, where deemed necessary by the Inspector, ofan additi_onal assistant 
teacher. At present it i~ quite impossible for a head teacher to devote the necessary time and att.ention to 
_the preparation of exhibitioners without neglecting the ordinary prescribed work of the school. · . 

31. I should prefer greater thoroughness to larger range of subjects, and trust to the Superior Schools 
to carry the work further. All that is needed to edticate, that is, to 'bring out· the faculties of a boy, ·is,· if 
properly handled, furnished by the present standard, and any lad with his senses awakened by thorough 
teaching in. the existing standard is far more easily advanced to a high pitch of knowledge and intelligence, 
and in a sho1'ter time, in the S°'perior School, than one furnished with more facts. and fewer powers. A 
single thought has more educational power than a thousand facts' stored in the memory. . 

32. In my opinion the ,;ange of subjects might well be extended for the sake of others, and particularly 
for those who are intended to compete for exhibitions. 'l'hese. ·exhibitioners come ,to the Superior Schools 
with no knowledge whatever of Latin, French, Algebra, or Euclid, and therefore cannot without ·undue 

· pressure be prepared in these and other supjects required for a Council's Exhibition in the two years allowed 
them for the work· 

Question 8.' Do you .find Exhibitioner.~ genemlly as 1vell prepa1·ed to begin tlwfr. rv01·l, in the 
S1tperio1· Sc/tool~ a.s boys of tltefr- own age rvlto come from Private. Sc/tools? 

I. 
2. Am not a teacher ; but should not believe it likely. 
3. 
4. Generally. 
5. Yes. · 
6. No: 
7. I should think not, chiefly because the standard is lower, and there is probably less care bestowed 

upon special cases, . . 
8. See answer to Q. 6. 
9. 
10. 
]l. No QXperience. . 
12. I am not sufficiently acquainted with the facts to enable me· to judge. 
13. The masters of our higher schools can best answer this question. 
·14 .. In arithmetic rather better; but in other subjects not so well prepared. 
15, I have had no experience. 
16: Generally speaking,- boys from the public· schools are better grounded, and therefore better fitted 

for superior, than boys from private schools. . 
· 17 .. With the exception of Clas,-ics, the exhibitioners I have met when at school. were always as weH, 

• if not better, prepared to begin their work in superior schools as any others. 
1& . . 
19. 
20. No exp.erience. . . 

·21. Better as reg-ard English and Arithmetic, .but worse in Latin. . 
22. I think so; the best indication is the proportion of success which they attain in their competition 

for the higher exhibitions. · . . . · . 
23. . 

. · 24. In tl10 subjects they pi·esent, ·undoubtedly I <lo.. My complaint is the paucity of the subjects. 
25. I d_o,. with· the exception. that most boys of their age coming from private schools have some 

kno" ledge of Latin. . . _ · · . · . 
. ·26 .. I am not sufficiently acquainted with the results of private schools to answer this question. 

2i. I believe-they are. 
m . . . 
29, This q1~estion is intended chiefly fo1: masters of Grammar schools .. So much depends upon the 

particular public or private schools between which a comparison is made, that it qan hardly be a11swered 
satisfactorily, exc~pt in very general terms. · · 

30. So far as my experience goes, I think the exhibitioners from State·schools are able to hold their 
own· with those from private ~chools. . . · · . 

31. · Boys coming from the public schools are often put at ari initial disadvantage by not learning 
ce1;tain subjects ·wliich are taught alike at private preparatory schools and superior schools, but their ability 
being· good, this acts rather as an incentive. The position that they take at Horton Colleg(l at any rate is 
not by any means an inferior one : · witness several of otir best boys at preserit. · 

:.;2; The exhibitioucrs arc gcnernlly better pl'cpared to begin their work in superior schools thaµ. 
others of the ~ame age. But this is to be explained l.Jy the fact that these exhibitioners. are the best boys 
from the public schools, and boys generally of more than average ability .. The same boys coming from 
a good .private school would probably be quite as well prepared. . · 
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Question 9. 1Vould you be inclined to · increase the number of Exhibition's to Superio1' Schools ? 
[N OTE.-This question may be regarded as applying alike to the Exhibitions awarded )Jy. the Board of 
Education to boys under 12, and to those awarded by the Council to boys under 14 years of age.] 

1 . 
. 2. Yes; provided No. 7 were put in force. 

3. Don't know what Exhibitions already exist. 
4. No. · 
5. Not at presen·t. 
6. Yes, to a limited extent. . . 
7. Most certainly. I think it of immense value in a system of progressive education such as is fostered 

by Exhibitions and Scholarships, to bestow them freely, for we are not merely to consider the benefits 
resulting to those who gain these advantages, but also the great gain to a much larger number of scholars. 

8. I am not aware that any increase :in the number of Exhibitions to Superior Schools is required at 
present; the girls have never yet claimed the whole of the six allotted to them. But I would recommend 
·that if the girls do not take their full number, tbe surplus should be given to the boys, if qualified. I have 
been too short a time in the Council of Education to give an opinion on their Exhibitions, ( those of the 
Council.) . 

~ . 

10. In reply to Questions 9 and 19, I may remark that the only objection I have to Scholarships being 
granted is, that the Colony which pays for the education of those who take tliem seldom reaps the benefit 
of their services in after life. If our system of education only provided for the A.A. Degree, the youths 
taking that degree would be placed on a sufficiently advanced footing to give them a good start in life, and 
in a position which would enable them by perseverance and study to secure the higher degrees awarded by 
the Melbourne University, and such students would be more likely to remain in. the Colony than those 
who have been sent to England as Tasmanian Scholars. ·Then, instead of spending £1600 as now proYided 
for the· maintenance of eight Tasmanian Scholars in England, the same amount might be more usefully 
spent in assisting a much larger number of Associates of Art in attaining the degrees granted by the 
Melbourne University, as well as in considerably increasing the number of Exhibition~ to Superior Schools, 
at, say, £8, £12, £16 per annum respectively. ·· 

ll. No. 
12. I would not. '.I.'he inducements to pursue learning are already very ample. Excellent and 

desirable as learning is, it is quite possible to put it out of its due proportion of influence, and thereby 
disturbing the equipoise in the various associations of life. The present circumstances of our own Colony 
are not altogether without indications of a tendency in this direction. 

13. I think not at present. 
14. I think the present number quite sufficient. ('l'he number to Superior Schools has been increased 

lately.) 
15 and 16. Yes. 
17.· An increase of the Board Exhibitions would, I think, be advantageous. Considering the number 

who enter, the Council's Exhibitions are at present sufficient. 
18. The number.of Exhibitions is, in my view, rather too great than to~ little, and I think cost more 

than they are worth. I would prefer to see them much reduced, and small prizes i11 larger number given 
instead. The effe_ct would be more widely spread. · 

19. 
20. No. . 
21. The number of Exhibitions at the disposal of the Council has recently been raised ·from 2 to 5. I 

am not prepared to recommend a further increase at present. The six at the dispos~l of the Board have 
been supplemented by six others appropriated to girls. Amongst the boys there are generally so many 
who come above the minimum required for an Exhibition that I should like to see the. number increased. 
It might be done by throwing the 12 Exhibitions open indiscriminately to boys and. girls; but, jud~~ng by 
tl1e results of the last few years, this would considerably diminish the number of female exhib1t10ners. 

While on this subject, I would "ish to draw attention to one particular in which the Council's Exhi
bitioners are at a disadvantage as compared to those who hold their Exhibitions under the Boar~ of 

. Education. The latter get a boarding allowance of £5 a quarter if their parents reside more than 5 miles 
from a Superior School. The Council's Exhibitioners get no such advantage ; ·and· yet in the case of a. 
pupil froni the country, whose parents are not well off, some such assistance· is just as needful as in the case
of the other boys. One instance, which J will adduce, has drawn my attention forcibly to this anomaly. 
A boy, whom I will designate as· R., obtained an Exhibition under the Board of Education. He came
from a country school, and received the boarding allowance as well as the Exhibition. . In . two years' 
time he obtained a Council's Exhibition. Accordingly, for ·nearly two years past he has drawn from the 
Treasury £14 3s. 4d. every quarter (£4 3s. 4d. the Board's Exhibition, £5 boarding allowance, and 
£5 Council's Exhibition), but his original Exhibition expires at the e1Jd of June, and with it, unfortimately, 
the boarding allowance comes to end, just when the boy most needed it. R. is a most meritorious pupil; 
his· parents are by no means in afll.uent circumstances, and the reduction of -his quarterly incomings from 
.£14 3s. 4d. to £5 will be most severely felt by them. That his original Exhibition should expire at the 
end of the 4 years for which it was granted is all right; but it is hard that the boarding allowance should 
go with it. The Council's Exhibiti.on of £20 a year is manifestly insufficient to maintain a boy at 
5chool as a boarder, and in fact merely covers the expense of school fees and books. 

22. I am of opinion it would be desirable: as the number of the juvenile population i_ncreases they 
would be more heavily handicapped each year. 
~ . . 

24. I think that the number of Council's Exhibitions is quite sufficient. No boy deserves an Exhi
bition who does not 1·each the 600 standard, and ·now that the Council has increased the number Qf Exhibitions 
from 2_ to 5, a very lm·ge proportion of boys who reach· that standard will receive Exhibitions. With. 



138 

rega:d to the Board;s Exhibitions also, I am strongly opposed to the n~mbe1; being increased. So fe·w 
-candidates present themselves that already far too large a proportion obtain Exhibitions, Further, one of 
the results of largely increasing the number of Exhibitions would be to take a large number of the children 
of the poorer classes from usetul mechanical trades, a calamity which is even now beginning to. show its 
presence among us. . 

25. In the event of a sufficient nu!Ilber coming up to the standard, I should like to see the number of 
Board of Education Exhibitions increased. J think the present number scarcely in fair proportion to the 
population. I do not see any immediate ~·easo:ri fo1·' increasing the number of Exhibitions at the disposal of 
the Council of Education, inasmtich as these were increased in number only last year, and no candidate 
reached the standard without getting an Exhibition. -There is one matter in connection with these Exhibi
tions to which I wish specially to refer. The holders qf Board of Education Exhibitions whose parents 
do not reside in the neighbomhood of a Superior School receive ·a boarding allowance, while the holders of 
Council Exhibitions in a simili}r position 1:eceive none. I think a boarding allowance should in such cases 
be made. to Council Exhibitioners who are not at the same time Board Exhibitioners. 

·26. I would be inclined to increase the number of Exhibitions to Superior Schools, provided they 
·were open to schools other than the p~blic schools. . · 

27. I would approve of an increase in the number of Exhibitions to Superior Schools, and would 
suggest that the Exhibitions awardec;l by the Board of Education should be open to pupils of private schools, 
.as those awarded by th,e Council of Education. 

28. . · 
29. The numher of competitors, and the number of those who distinguish. themselves in the examinations 

-are so small relatively to the population, that it would not be easy to make out a case for increasing the 
number of Exhibitions of eithtr description. · 

. 30. I think the number of Exhibitions might be increased with ad.vantage. 
31. I am of opinion that the number of Exhibitions should be sufficiently great to give every 

deserving lad a fair chance, but I am not in a position to know if this be already the case. 
32. I think the number of Council's Exhibitions is sufficient for the present. If increased, I do not 

think that candidates would be found to take them. But I should like to see the Board's Exhibitions 
increased from six to twelve, and the ~ubjects of examination made to include the rudiments of Latin or· 
French, and Algebra. I recommend some increase in the work for the reason mentioned in my answer to 
Question 7. How can a boy ofl2, who has no knowledge ,vhatever of Latin, for instance, be expected to 
know eno.ugh of it in two years to enable him to pass an examination in a Book of Virgil and Cmsar? It 
may be answered that it has frequently been done. I am well aware of this, but from 20 years' practical 
experience in t.his matter, I can affirm that i(is never done without undt1e pressme on both candidates and 
their teachers. 

Question 10. Would it appear to you an undue and unnecessa1·y encroachment on the field occupied b,11 
private entei'Pri.~e in Supei·io1· School,s if the State me1·e either to ve1·y much rai.se the standai·d of instruction 
in the Prima1·y Sclwol,s, 01· to establish Sztpei·ior Public Schools 7 

1. I find some difficulty in answering this question. Generally, I am of opinion that the State is in no 
way bound to concern itself with private enterp~·ise ; and in large communities, like those, for instance, of 
Victoria and New South Wales, where there is ample room.for the action of the State and for private 
enterprise as well, I think the establishment of superior public schools a very desirable proceeding : but 
the question assumes ·a somewhat different aspect in a small colony like our own. The superior schools 
started by private enterprise have for many years carried on at their own cost the higher education of the 
Colony, and, as far as I can see, they satisfy the needs of the Colony. As long as this continues to be the 
case I _think it would_ be a somewhat harsh, if not an actually unfair proceeding to place in competition 
with them State schools, especially if the education given in them were free; a course of action which, as 
far as I can see, could have but one result,-the ruining of the private schools and the casting on the 
shoulders of the Government the entit-e education of the Colony. If the Government should wish to 
do anything of this kind, it seems to me that a better course would be to subsidise the existing schools so a·s 
to enable them to lower theh· present charges, and to bring them into closer relationship with the primary 
.schoqls by instituting examinations, a successful passing of which should enable a student to pass from one 
into the other. In this way the State-might effect its object, and at the same time leave the field open for 
private enterprise. · · · 

2. No. 
3. The State should give sound p1·imary education to those unable to get it for themselves; but it has 

nothing to do :with "superior schools." 
4, 5. Yes. 
6. Most certainly it would so appear. 
7. I ·think not. · 
8. I think the State is doing as much as is required at present for superior education. Give the 

people a good plain education, based on the three R's, and let those who wish for more work their own way 
up with the aid already given by Government. · . 

9. The State should not, I think, .establish superior public schools. So far as the duty of the 
State is concerned, I think it has been fully performed when it has given a sound elementary education 
without soaring into the regions of Greek and Latin or Higher Mathematics. 

10. Most certainly it would. The introduction of free education into the Colony of Victoria closed 
hundreds of high class private ~chools there, and ruined many who were either the proprietors or head 
masters of such institutions. The step suggested in this• query, if carried out, would certainly entail . 
similar results here. · 

ll. No. 
12. I 1,,m rather inclined to think so. 
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13. I do not think that the State ought to raise the standard of the primary schools "very much" 
higher than it is ; and while I should like to see two supei'ior schools ( one in Hobart and the other in 
Launceston) provided by the State, it would seem very unfair to compete with the p1;ivate grammar 
schools already existing. Unless, by negociation with the Trustees of these schools, they .could be taken 
over by the State and their in_terests compensated, it would be wrong to set up rival establishments and to 
sustain them out of the public revenue. Of course, if the instruction in such sch?ols were seriously 
defective it would alter the case. 

14. Yes. There are only about 350 pupils taught in the grammar schools of the Colony (i.e. the 
. "superior schools" so called by the Council of Education); and many of these are ·sons of parents who 
reside in the other Colonies. · 

15. Either to raise the ~tandard of instruction in primary schools, or to establish superior scho0ls, 
appears to me uncalled for. 

16. Nn. _ _ 
. 17. This course would tend to lower the present superior schools, and· would be quite unnec~ssary if 
the number of Board exhibitions were increased. · 

18. I think it would be unjust to raise· the standard of primary schools, or to establish_ superior 
public schools. It would be unfair to many . capable persons of both sexes, would tend to kill self
reliance, and aid the injurious tendency to rely. on the Government for everything. 

19. 
20. Yes ; " an undue and unnecessary encroachment." 
21. I should consider it such. 
22. I am of opinion that it would .be desirable for the State to establish superior grammar schools 

for the purpose of the higher education. It would necessarily encroach on the field occupied by private 
enterprise, but the advantages would be greater. There would be more definite and uniform instruction, 
and the support of the State would preclude some of the difficulties that have arisen on account of the 
want of support to our si1perior schools. This was so much felt some years since that propositions were 
made that our leading schools should be subsidised by the State. 

23. No, as to both que!ltions. . 
24. The standard in the primary schools is high enough, and the superior schools of the Colony are 

doing their work so satisfactorily that any interference with them is quite uncalled for. 
25. I think the State is not called on to raise the standard in primary schools, except in so far as to 

encourage the study of Latin on the part of those about to become candidates for exhibitions.· Further, I 
think there is no necessity whatever for the establishment of superior public _schools. 'rhe expense would 
be considerable. There are superior schools. · 

26. I would consider the change intimated an undue and unnecessary encroachment on private 
schools. 

27. I think the establishment of superior schools by the State· would be an undue and unnecessary 
encroachment on the field occupied by private enterprise. 

28. I think it would be an undue and unnecessary encroachment to supersede private by public 
superior schools. · 

29. The education afforded by the ordinary grammar schools, which are presumably those referred to 
under the term superior schools, is as good as can be fairly expected where there is n.o endowment.. Either 
of the alternatives named would appear to be an undue and unnecessary interference with their work. It 
would be preferable for the State to promote the higher education by giving such aid to schools of a semi
public character, not mere private schools, as might stimulate efficiency ; and it would also be desirable 
to establish in each of the two principal towns a school of practical science, in which a part at least of their 
sch?ol time might be spent_ by those who desire other advantages of instruction than are afforded by the 
ordmary grammar school course. . 

30. I can see no objection to the establishment of superior scl10ols by the State ; for in my opinion 
education, in all its branches, is more likely to be satisfactorily and thoroughly attended to by the State, 
where the best methods and regular inspection would be secured, than by any system of "private enter-
prise" in the matter. · · . 

31. I imagine that the private enterprise already exhibited· in the case of superior schools is of an 
elastic nature, and the· supply would equal the demand, when ever made. The expense of a superior school 
education is its great drawback. To erect another superior -public school would, it seems to me, be 
unnecessary; and in the present state of the educational demand in the Colony, it would not· necessarily 
be either much required or used. . . · 

32. I cannot see that raising the standard of instruction in the primary schools would be injurious to 
the masters of private 1,chools, so long as the education given in the primary schools is not free. I think 
that with the increase in the subjects taught it is only fair that a corresponding increase should be made in 
the master's fees. · 

Question 11. Judging from your experience of boys. in Superior Schools, would you tliink it quite 
practicable for boys or girls qf ordinary ability to go th1·ough the six clas.~es ef the Programme of 
Irtst1·uctfon in six years, between t!te ages ef 6 and 12 or 7 and 13? (Programme appended.) · 

1. I think children ·of average ability ought. to be able to master the contents of the appended 
Programme in the time suggested. 

2. Yes. 
3. I think so. 
4. Yes. 
5. Practicable for youtl1s of rather more than ordinary ability between those ages. 
6. Quite practicable ; not creditable to any boy or girl of ordinary powers to fail therein. 
7. I think so. 
8. I do not know : ask the Inspector of Schools. 
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9. Any boy of great ability, whose exceptional powers might be a loss to the State if they remained 
less fully trained, can now secure an Exhibition to a Superior School to "'ork up to a Scholarship. 

10. I do. 
ll. No experience. . . 
12. I think it quite practicable to carry the children through the Programme in six years, but at the 

ages specified it could only be with a very superficial knowledge of many of the subjects included in the 
Programme. I decidedly think that in many cases the scholars are far too rapidly moved from one 
subject to another. 

13. The Masters of the High Schools can best answer this question. 
14. Yes. . . · 
15. Yes. 
16. Ou· a general average,. yes. There are, however, many cases where ordinary children have not 

the mental ability. 
17. 
18. I think so, in a fashion. 
19 .. 
20. No experience, but I should think it quite practicable. 
21. I do not think that children of 13 of merely avei·ag·e ability can ever be relied upon for working 

decimals accurately however well they may have been taught. All the rest might he done between 7 and 
13 by children of fair average ability. 

22. Practicable to a few of the more intelligent pupils, but not to the great proportion. I think great 
ad vantag·e is derived by the combination of an Jnfant School ; the children learn habits of obedience, and 
usually take interest in this preparatory stage. For all purposes of practical utility a pupil who has 
mastered the 4th class ofthe·Programme has received a fair elementary education . 

. 23. 
24. . 
25. My experience does not enable me to answer this qtwstion. 
26 .. I believe that boys and girls from 7 to 13 years of ordinary ability capable of going through the 

Programme referred to within six .years. 
27. It appears to me that six years would be sufficient for boys and girls of ordinary ability, between 

7 and 13 years, to go through the six classes of the appended Programme of Instruction. 
28. 
29. The Programme of Insfruction which I drew up for the Board of Education nearly twenty years 

ago is by no means perfect, but it w'as not finally decided on until experience had proved that boys and 
girls of ordinary ability, who had attended school regularly under competent teachers, might pass a satis- . 
factory examination in the sixth class at or about the age of 12 ·years. 

30. For boys and girls of ordinary ability under 12 years of age I think the standard is son1ewhat 
high, and as the advantages should be made accessible to the greatest number possible, perhaps the 
standard might be lowered; but I must admit that I have no very wide experience in the matter. 

31. I certainly think the scheme by no means an unreasonable demand from children of the ages 
mentioned. · 

?2. From my experience I think it quite practicable for average boys and girls to go through the six 
classes of the Programme in six years if there has been anything like regular attendance at school during 
the time. 

Question 12. As a.friend ef education, rv01tld you be in.favour qf compelling such r;onstant attendance 
( mlwrever. such attendance is possiqle) as would be likely to p1·ocure for every capable scholar the highest 
acquirements the school.affonl,s? 

1,·2. Yes. 
3. Perfectly constant attendance should be compelled, except for sufficient reason. 
4, 5, 6. Yes. • 
7. Yes, on the principle that if a thing is worth doing at all it is worth doing well. 
8. I am in favour of constant or regular attendance .being enforced. 
9. 

10. As a friend of education I would be in favour of requiring every child to make the most or his 
or her opportunities for self-improvement. · • . 

ll. Certainly. · . . . 
12. Yes, Lthink the State quite right in making the general law of attendance compulsory, but at the 

same time I fed the difficulty of laying do~n specific and binding rules on the subject. There are so 
many circumstances to be ·considered, such as the health of the children, the condition of the family, &c. 
that the question of compulsion requires to be very considerately dealt with. Were it my own case, I 
would, as a parent, feel strongly inclined to hold myself entitled to be the judge as to when my children 
shoulrl attend and when not. Nevertheless, there are so many who are blameworthy in this matter that for 
the children's sake, and.for the good of the community, some regulation seems necessary. 

13. Certainly not. Parents may think a certai'n amount of schooling enough in view of the career of 
the child, and while the State may well impose a minimum of years for which every child must attend 
school, to push compulsion beyond that point would be tyranny. '· 

14. Yes. · 
15. I am not in favour of such compulsory attendance. 
16, 17, 18. Yes. · 
19. 
20. Yes. 
21. . . . 
22. Certainly; the modifications introduced into. the present- clauses of the Education· Act render it 

inoperative. 
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23. 
' 24.· I am in favour of compelling attendance when it is pos,ible, and that 1s of course making due 

,allowance for local matters in country districts. 
25. Ce!'tainly. 
26, 27. Yes. . 
28. I think such attendance should be as regular as possible in a general way. Possibly, however, a 

periodical press of out-door work in the district suitable for children might be a reason for a suspension of 
-school work. ._ 

29. I am strongly of opinion that regular attendance should be enforced as far as possible; but that 
indirect means, such as the improvement of the efficiency of the schools, should be tried before the 
-enforcement of compulsory measures through the agency of the law. . . 

. 30. I would certainly compel the constant attendance of every child, unless it held a certificate of 
exemption from the Chairman of the Local Board. · · 

31. Nothing but serious indisposition or other unaccountable accident can justify a child's absence 
-from school while under training for future duties and pl"ivileges. 

32. I think that attendance, where possible, should be compulsory, that every child may obtain the best 
,education afforded by the school. 

Question 13. For ?Vhat nuinber of days in the quarter should att(lndance be requi1·ed? 

1. The higher per-centage the better,-certainly two-thirds, three-fourths if practicable. 
2 .. About sixty days. -
3. Fifty or sixty days. 
4. Four full clays weekly. 
5. About sixty days. 
6. I think for at least three-fomths of the total number of clays. 
7. I should make the clays of instruction as many as possible with a clue regarcl to the health of 

-teachers and scholars. In schools generally holidays are too long. 
8. Cannot say. Ask the Inspector of Schools. 
9. 

10. I would advocate punctual and regular attendance wherever practicable. 
ll. One-half of the school clays in each quarter. 
12. See Answer to Q. 12. 
13. 
14. Every clay. 
15. 
16. Taking the year round, say an ayerage of four days per 'week. 
17. About 50 clays. . 
18. · There are 65 clays in a quarter. Deduct 15 for holidays, andil5 for the necessities of the poor, then 

.an attendance of 35 clays might fairly be required. -
1~ . . 

· · 20. There are times when children's help is wanted for hop-picking·, &c., when leave of absence might 
be given, perhaps by the Chairman of the Local Board- on the rec.ommenclation of the teacher. 

21. 
22. Forty-five- days, unless illness or unforeseen circumstances occur, which .should be accounted for. 
23. 
24 . .About four-fifths of the number of school clays. 
25. Not less than 40. I should almost be disposed to .say 50, except in cases where distance, &c. can 

be pleaded as a reasonable excuse for absence. Nothing tends so much to retard the progress of children 
,at school, and to prevent efficient class teaching, as irregular attendance. 

26. I would advocate 48 days of· regular attendance in the quarter. 
27. Four days in the week, or fifty-two clays in the quarter. 
28. · 
29. The ininimwrn of legal attendance might be well fixed at 30 clays in the quarter; but there should 

be in the hands of the chief authority a power to make e!).quiry, and take legal action if necessary in the 
case of any children found idling about the streets or elsewhere during the regular school hours. . . 

30. The attendance should be required on every school clay in the quarter, and although this might not 
be possible in practice, it should be generally understood that children we1;e expected to attend regularly and 

-continuously. Leave of absence from school should be asked for from the Local School Board. . .. 
31. Substracting holidays, which in the case of public schools should be equal in length and. of a. 

fortnight's duration each, the quarters should contain 58 days of actual school work, or thereabouts,-,-
eleven weeks school and a fortnight's holidays at the end. · 

32. . 

Question 14. Slwnld ckiklren under-" home faition," or those attending pr·ivate P1-i1nary Schools, • be 
. liable to exam_ination in order to their· exemption froin attendance at P.ublic Schoo.ls ? 

I. Yes, most certainly. My own experience in England goes· to prove· that, even with the upper 
-classes, "home teaching" .often means "no teaching,"· and I am certain that my follow masters will bear 
me out when I say that one of a .schoolmaster's greatest difficulties consists in teaching a boy of 13 or 14 
who has been kept at home till that period, merely getting such desultory instruction as the parents' 

.. other duties will permit them to afford. The father is often out all clay, and comes home at night 
tired, and little inclined to go through the drudgery of teaching his. children. The mother is busy about 
her household duties, and has not sufficient time. The child itself is often " made useful " about the house, and 

· -the result is either no teaching at all, or but a very partial and unsatisfactory one. My opinions are just as 
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strong with regard to private schools. The days of Do~heboy's Hall are, perhaps, gone by, but there is not 
the slightest doubt that many still take up the work of education as a mere monetary speculation; without 
enthusiasm or proper qualification, and if a boy taught by them is afterwards sent to a Public School, he· 
often has to begin by unleaming whp.t he knows before proper and legitimate teaching can be brought to 
bear upon him. 

2, 3, 4. No. 
5. I think not, if it is certain they are regular attendants. 
6. I think not ; a certificate from soine well-known and respected person, say minister of religion,

should suffice to prove attendance at such private school or the reception of such home tuition . 
7. Yes, if only as· a guarantee that they are receiving competent instruction. 
8. I do not think the time has come for such a stringent measure ; it may be practicable at a future 

date. · · 
9. 

10. A certificate from some responsible and reliable person that the children referred to were receiving 
due attention and making reasonable progress, should be sufficient. 

ll. Yes. 
12.-Questions 14 and 15.-Taking these two questions together, I would not consider it necessary to·· 

require both the examination of the children and a certificate of competency from the master, and as I 
would prefer the certificate, my answer to Question 14 would be, No; and to Question 15, Yes. 

13. Only in very extreme cases, and where there is strong prima facie reason for suspecting evasion 
and falsehood. Nothing is more distasteful to Englishmen than domestic inquisition, and while the liability 
should be retained, the examination ought not to be made except in cases that seem to be glaringly evasive .. 
To use the power requires the utmost caution, or it will provoke great irritation. · 

14. Yes. 
15. No .. 
16. -In many instances this would appear to be quite unnecessary. Where deception is suspected, by 

all means. 
17. No, I should think it quite unnecessary. 
18. Certainly not. An imperious public necessity, which does not exist, would alone justify such 

inte1ference with private action. 
19. 
20. Those under "home tuition " ( often a convenient excuse) ; not those attending private primary 

;,chools. 
21. 
22. I think so in both cases, otherwise no system of compulsory education can be efficiently carried 

out. 
23. 
24. I strongly object to "home tuition," and think that it should be discouraged altogether except 

wliere distance or ill-health make it absolutely necessary. For those attending Primary Schools, vide 
answer to Q. 15. 

25. It would be ratlier invidious to insist on this. 
26. I reply in the affirmative to both those questions. 
27. I would object to the suggestion contained in this question. 
28. Only in so far as may be necessary to establish the general character of the teaching in any such 

private primary school. · 
29. The excuse of " home tuition " is often a mere pretext for evading the Act, and should not be 

admitted without strict enquiry into the circumstances and the standard of instruction. I do not think that 
the test of examination should be applied so long as regular attendance at any school is satisfactorily 
proved. · 

30. Certainly they should be liable to examination, as, according to my views, private primary schools 
are a delusion and a hindra:npe in the way of education, and this would tend to diminish the number of such 
.schools. 

_ 31. All children of a certain age, say 13, should be required to show an adequate amount of know-
ledge, at least up to the standard of the scheme. This should apply equally to those under private tuition 
and at home, and certificates should be granted of the result. '.!.'his certificate should_ be made of value,-as 
by. attaching a vote at municipal elections, by fine for non-possession and non-production. 

32. · 

· · Question 15. Should JJrivate school teachers be reqidred to hold a certificate of competency in orde1· 
· that attendance at tltefr schools shall pa.~s as " attendance " under the Act ? -

1. Yes, most certainly. My answer to Question 14 holds good as answer to this question also. I will go 
furtlrnr, and say that I should think it _an admirable thing if the State took the whole system of education 
into its hands,-so far, at any rate, as to allow no one whatever, either in primary or other schools, to teach 
·without holding some such certificate. · I do not think the State bound in this matter to consider in the 
slightest clegre~ the "liberty of the subject." It is a matter in wliich, to my mind, the subject has no right 
to liberty. · This private and unautho1ized teaching by utterly incapable and unprincipled persons is a curse 
to any land where it exists, and I should most ·heartily congratulate Tasmania if she took the initiative in 
_putting- an end to it. · 

2. Yes. 
3. No. 
4. No. 
5. No, for parents generally are anxious about the instruction, and private teachers for their own. 

.sakes attend to their competency to teach up to _some standard. 
6_ Not under the existing educational management. 
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7. Yes. . . 
8. I think that no person mltatever should be allowed to teach without a certificate of competency oi

,diploma issued by competent examiners. 
9. T think private school teachers should be required to hold certificates of competency in order that 

-.attendance at their schools should be recognised as "attendance " under the Act. I introduced a clause to 
this effect into my Bill of 1868, but it was met by violent opposition and rejected, although it accepted all 
those then engaged teaching, and the holders of certain der:rrees. · 

10. Whenever there is occasion to doubt the compete~cy of a private schoolmaster to teach efficiently 
the subjects named in the Board's Programme of Instruction for boys, he should be required to give the 
necessary guarantee of efficiency or find some other employment. · 

11. No . 
12. See Answer to Q. 14. 
13. A certificate of competency may hereafter be required, but we are not sufficiently advanced in om· 

.scheme of Public Schools to make it politic at present. 
14. Yes. 
15. No. 
16. Very desi{·able. 
17. This, also, I should think unnecessary. 
18. I think not ; it would be tyranny. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. This proposition is most desirable. In the majority of ·countries giving much attention to 

.education, certificates of competency in different grades are required. It has been long mooted, but it has 
not been taken up by the public. 

23. No. 
24. It is unnecessary to interfere with the teachers of private schools in the manner proposed. In a 

Colony like this, where such facilities are afforded for education, and where the standard of education 
is already high, it seems quite evident to me that a teacher must stand or fall on his own merits ; thus there 
is _no clanger of bad teachers keeping schools. 

25. If the teacher of a private school is incompetent he will speedily go the wall, and I think it 
-therefore unnecessary to require such a teacher to hold a certificate of competency. . 

26. Yes. 
27. I would approve of private school teachers befog required to hold a certificate of competency if 

aided by the State. 
28. Yes, unless such competency be guaranteed in some other way, as, for instance, by any such 

teacher being a graduate. . . - . 
29. 'It would be inconsistent to require a certificate of competency in the case of private teachers 

when it is not required to be held by teachers of public schools, and the enforcement of such a condition 
would be impracticable in the present condition of things. · 

30. Private school teachers should be compelled to hold a certificate of competency, and be subject to 
examination by the Inspector. 1 

31. It would undoubtedly be a great hardship to many valuable teachers to compel any such certificate 
of competency unless it were at first liberally granted to all • existing teachers without examination. The 
obliging the boys and girls themselves to be competent in their learning would soon eliminate all incompetent 
,teachers, and most effectually. 

32. In my opinion all school teachers, of ~vhatever kind, ought to hold a certificate or other guarantee 
of their competency for the work they unde.rtake. 

Question 16. Are the Council of Eclitcation Scholarships accomplishing as fully as is desirable the 
object for ·mhich they mere established ? · 

1. Not as fully as desirable, but, perhaps, as fully as possible under present circumstances. Three, 
four, or five candidates for Scholarships worth £800 is a sadly small per-centage, but till so·mething is done 
-towards encouraging higher education, I do not see how an alteration is to be effected. T;his is to niy 
mind one more argument in favour of the establishment of a University. (For other reason, see ans,ver 
to Question 23.) . · 

2. They are accomplishing the object for which they were establislied, and might• be made to do so 
more fully. 

2. Do not know ; doubt it. 
4. Yes. 
5. I think so. 
6. At present, I think they probably are, under existing circumstances and regulations. With 

improved conditions I think their usefulness would be enhanced. 
7. I think not. 
8. I think these " Scholarships" are creating too many scholars of a class for which om small com

munity affords inadequate scope. I do not think it wise to produce, at the cost of.£800 to £1000 per 
-annum, scholars who transfer their talents and acquirements to other Colonies far better able to pay for 
them. 

9. The benefits of the Scholarships have been twofold. First, · by offering such noble prizes, they 
-have encouraged much earnest work amongst the youth of the Colony ; and secondly, they have been the· 
means of sending home yearly our most proficient youths to obtain the benefits of training in some British 
University. Most of them have retumed, and the Colony is now beginning to reap the advantage. of thei1· 
presence amongst us. I, however, look upon the former as the greater benefit of the two. I think that 
-the Scholarships still effect the objects for which they were established. 
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1{). Questions 15,-,16, and 17-see reply to Questions 9 and 19 .. 
11. I believe so. • 

· 12. I do not feel quite competent to answer this question, although I am not aware of any cause fo1~ 
doubting it . 

13. The Council of Education Scholarships are more than fairly accomplishing the object for which 
they were established. There are very few institutions of which it can be said that they accomplish the.ir· 
end "as fullv as is desirable." 

14. Ye;, !f that object was the raising of the standard of education in the Colony. 
15. I believe so. 
16. No. 
17. As far as I can see, yes. 
-18. They have done all I ever thought they could do, and have helped in some degree to raise the· 

scholastic standard. 
19. 
20. Assuming·" the object for which they were established" to be that stated in the Preamble to the 

Act, I think the Council of Education Scholarships are "accomplishing" that o~ject, although from sundry 
causes (which. are now receiving the earnest consideration of the Council of Education) hai·dly "as fully 
as is desirable." . 

. 21. I think they are accomplishing their object very well ; that they might do so better is possible,. 
perhaps, _and if possible, desirable. · 

22. It is impossible to give a definite reply to this question, as recent discussion has evidenced that 
very varied views were held by those who originally interested themselves in accomplishing this object-one· 
section holding the opinion that it was done to serure a more uniform and determinate system in our· 
principal schools, qualifying the pupils f9r subsequent professional careers ; others that it would be 

. a longer period of pupilage, and iri that way become a pecuniary benefit to the schools ; aJJ.d many that it 
would be a general stimulus to education, offering a large and st1bstantial prize to be attained. In that 
view, I think, it has been successful, the increasing list of candidates, and the higher marks obtained from 
year to year, will prove this. 

23. " The Scholarship Act," 22 Viet. No. 21, speaks of the c_ombined· object of the establishment of" 
the Council and the endowrrient of the Scholarships as being" to enco1irage the pursuit of a regular and 
liberal course of ed!-lcation among the youth of the Colony, and to enable its inhabitants °to participate in 
the benefits resulting from the advanced state of mental culture in Great Britain;" and the eleventh 
section of the Act shows the object of the endowmen_t to be that there may ahyays be eight of the most 
proficient of the youth of Tasmania receiving the advantage of a liberal education at .the seats of learning· 
in the mother country. So far as I am aware these objects are being.fully accomplished, except that there 
l1ave not always been the full number of eight Scholars. As to the Scholars who have availed themselves• 
of the endowment the Colony has reason to be very pl'Oud· of their conduct and achievments. It may be· 
that the framers of the Act anticipated that all the Scholars who went Home would return to settle 
permanently in Tasmania, and if this were one of the objects in establishing the Scholarship such object has· 
not been achieved. It is only natural, however, that some Scholars should go further afield, and I see no 
ground of complaint on this account. The Colony gains a benefit in many ways, even in the case of those 
Scholars who do not return. I think the system works well, and has done much to raise the standard of· 
education in the Colony. · 

24. I think that they are. 
25. I think so. 

· . 26. From public ruinour I consider that tl1c' Council of Education Scholarships are accomplisl1ing the·· 
objects for which they were established. . 

27. I am not sufficiently acquainted with ihe working of the Tasmanian Scholarship scheme to give an· 
opinion on it. 
. 28. J think the Tasmanian Scholarships are accomplishing their object in a great measure .. As to the 
desirability of certain modifications in the scheme of examination in the direction of specialisation, and also· 
of. what is generally called science teaching, I would venture to direct the attention· of the Commissioners
to a memorandum lately presented to the Council of Education by certain former Tasmanian Scholars~· 
w11ich memorandum would doubtless be made accessible to the Commissioners. [This also answers 
Questions 16 and 17.] 

29. As fully as was probably expected by the original promoters, but not quite so as regards the 
general interests of the Colony: · 

30. Perhaps not, but I have not much direct experience. 
31. It is not quite self0evident, nor quite apparent from the manner ·of conducting the examination,. 

what is the object of the Tasmanian Sr.holarship. If it be to fit men, by allowing them the highest 
education of the Mother Country, for valuable work-educational, scientific, or professional work in the 
Colony-there are many causes of failure. The failure of Tasmanian Scholars to devote themselves to 
Tasmania is, perhaps, as striking a feature as any in the system. The endowment provides the fortunate· 
possessor with what is in University eyes a most magnificent income for a Scholarship, but it leaves very 
little choice of life before. the Scholars. At. Cambridge, ·if he enter, at any rate for the Mathematical Tripos, 
he works on different lines from his old path, and he has great gaps in his reading to fill which should have 
been earlier made good. A Tasmanian Scholar would have a poor show for an open scholarship at most oC 
the Colleges in Cambridge. . . 

32. I think the Council of Education Scholarsl1ips are accomplishing the object for which they were 
established, but whether or not as fully as is desirable I cannot say. Personally, I am satisfied with the 
Council's endeavours to attain that object. I think, howevei·, that tl1e tendency to increase the ,vork 
prescribed- for tl1e • various Examinations unde:r • the Council. should be revised. More candidates, and 
better prepared in their work, would be sent in but. for this continual raising or altering of the standard 

.. J"equired. 
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Question 17. Doe.~ the educational equipm~nt rchich has securecl the 1'asmanian Scholarsl~ip place ou;· 
youth ·as rvell _at the commencement_ C!f their Unive1·sity career. as r,he youth rvho comeJrom the grnat schools 
of England? ·- · 

i'. No, it_ does not. I have ~fready, on more than ~ne occasion, stated my opm10n that the- course 
of study necessary for the attaining of a Tasmanian 'Scholarship is too gene1·al,-too g·eneral to be made 
compulsory; Few students now-a-days in England devote therr:iselves. seriously to th~ study both of classics 
and mathematics, for the simple :i.nd sufficient reason that either subject is now so comprehensive _as to 
make it impossible for any, save art exceptionally gifted few, to devote themselves to both with anything like 
success.· 1'h!oY are· therefoi"e permitted during the _latter -term of" their school life, and throughout their 
Collt;ge career, to devote themselves. in the main to the special subject of- their choice. Here, on the other 
liand, ·candidates for the scholarships have hitherto been obliged to study both subjects if they wish to 
compete with any hope of success.. The consequence is that, while they have at the end of their· course a 
fair avera~e knowledge of both subje?ts, the_y have ~10t that sp~ciaJ knowledge of one or the other whi~h a~one 
could fit tllem to cope successfully with then· English competitors; How far a good general education 1s a 
desirable thing is not now the point ; the question is, what kind of education is best qalculated to prepare a 
student for a successful University career? and in view of the state of th_ings at present appertaining at 
our· English Universities, I _ have no hesitation in· saying that the .ordinary student, in order to be 
successful, must be a specialist. He must. make one branch of \'ducation his especial study, and devote 
himself in the main to it, otherwise he cannot· expect to compete 011 e']_ual terms with those who do. · 

2. No, the Tasmanian scholars are a long way in the rear. - _ -
3. I. doubt it. - -
4 .. No. 
5: I am not in a position to' form a:1 opinion. 
6. It appt;ars to me to do so. . . _ , . _ 
-7. I should judg~ not, orr the ground that the mi_xed system which at present _obtains of c.ompelling 

youths 'to pass in a certain number of su"l:!jects, including both mathematics and classics, places them at a 
disadvantage compared witli their English competitors, who take up the more distinctive branches for 
which tliey are -best q~rnlified. -

8. I have been too recently a Member of the Council ·of Educati~n to offer an opinio~ on '.these 
points. 

· 9. I do not think so. The' public schools of Englan·d are generally well endowed, arid ·can conse
quently command greater teaching power than our Tasmanian schoqls can afford, and so· the pupils are
better trained. · , 

10. I believe it does. 
11. No'._ . _ 
12. I think it does. We_ have very ·pleasing evidence of this in the success which has attended om· 

Tasmanian scholars, and the positions they have- taken and maintained at -the _Home Universities, as Jyell 
·as in the creditable_ pi;ofessional standing· of many of them in aftedife. · _ - _ _, 

13. It would be very unreasonabl_e to expect that anything we can do in thi_s remote· ColonJshall 
secure for our youth at the beginning of curriculum the same ad-yantages as are enjoyed by the yoi1th 

-:who come ·from the great schools of England. We can only reduce the nec·essary disadvantage of om· 
native scholars as_ much as possible. · 

14. Ce1:tainly not. 
15. I think so. -
16. No. 
17. Certainly not a,s ivell as the cleverer portion of public school men who intend to read for honors. 
18. . . 
19. 

_ 20. No.; the Tasmanian scholar goes_ to. the University with more general knowledge thart the 
English·_ superior schools boy, but "'.ith less special knowledge in any one branch of study. Here I may 
call attention· to the fact that the Tasmanian scholar urider the pres~nt 1:egulations arrives in England too 
late to -compete for entrance scholarship/! at the_ Universities, ,the. examinati_ons ·for whic)1 are held .in 
Februarv and. March .. 

2;I.. • Certainly not. Our schools cannot be expected to do all that can be done by the 'g1·eat public-
schools of England. _ _ 

22. I think it.does; the bes_t means of judging on this point is the com·paratively la1·ge honor list of 
tl1e scholars, and.the fact of valuable exhibitions gained by the scholars in'their early University career. 

· 23. From· what I have heard from Tasmani_an scholars themse}ves, ~nd from others, I believe that the 
scl1olats are at a disadvantage. _ · · · 

24. The Tasmanian scholar is decidedly below the pick -of-the great schools of England, and as 
decidedly above the average. · 

. 25. .· 
. 26.- I.have no data to answer this question. 
27, 28. See answer to Question 16. 
29. So.far as the.subject of I)lathematics is concerned, a Tasmanian scholar who had passed with 

dist_inctiort would find himself fairly on a level with those who came up fro1ri. the great -schools of England·_ 
with the intention of reading for mathematical horrors.· In other respects the Tasmanian ·scholar would 
:find himself at 'a disadvantage, not -necessarily in the quality of the teaching- which- he has had, but 
certainly jn the extent.of his reading and general knowledge, especially in classics. In the great English 
schools such ·as Eton," l;-Iarrow, Rugby, Marlborough, and a few others, the numbers allow a proper 
classification of .the boys which is impracticable in small schools, and the liberal ~ndowments or other 
sources. of income enable the authorities to provide .an adequate staff, and-- to select· their ·head, and 
subordinate niasters from the best men·. of the day. In the grammar schools of Tasmania, with one · 
exception, if there is any endowment at all, it is only in-the shape of buildings in which the head master 
bas to conduct the school as a private speculation in· the best' way he can. It is not necessary to follow out 
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tlie_comparison : the wonder is that highly qualified men have been found willing to enter into such under-
takmgs at all, and that they have achieved so much success. . . · 

30. I do not think Tasmanian scholars could be considered the equals of picked boys from the great 
schools of England. I have associated with "scholars" from Harrow, Rugby, Shrewsbnr_v, &c. when· at 
Cambridj;e, and I hardly think we have the same material or the machinery for training it in special 
subjects ~ such as classical and mathematical learning) in Tasmania. . . . 

· 31. If the question means, ·does it put him on a level ~ith the trained mathematiciar.s who enter each 
year intending to take good places? certainly not. He will do well in thl:) Arts Con:rse at London or 
Oxford, but, being a Cambridge man, I consider his mathematics weak and scrappy,-certainly not. up to 
scholarship inark,-and unnecessarily wide in extent. . . · 

32. I imagine that our Tasmanian scholars are qi1ite equal in point of general educational attainment 
to the majority of those who enter the Universities from ·the great schools of England, . but ·not by any . 
means equal in special branches of study to those who have devoted their whole time for years previously· 
to these subjects to the almost_ entire exclusion of ·an others, . · . 

· . Qu'estion 18. Gan yo;t .m_qg~st any cha1;ge ·in ttw· suqjects or ·.~yste1n o+· exain-inat-ion /01· the T~manian 
Sc!wlaiwkip rvhich rvoulcl be of aclvG:ntage to the sdwlar at hi.s Uni·versity ! · 

· 1. (a.) The• change I should recommend would be that which forms the natural outcome of the 
foregoing remarks,.:_to make it poss_ible, that is, for a student to g·ain a scholiirship as the result of a study 
devoted during the last year of his career in the main to one of the great branches of education. I say "in 
the main," because I would not advocate the entire dropping of other branche_s of-study, only I would make 
them so subordinate as to give him ample time for the special study of that branch to which -I1is natural 
tastes attract him. (b.) A suggestion has been made that "natural science" should be in this respect put 

· upon the same footing. with classics and math~matics. The s1~g·gestion is in; it~elf a ~ood one,- but _I _dou?t 
whether at the present moment we have teaclung power·· sufficient to carry it mto effect. Superficiality m 
such a snqject would· be worse than useless, and I think it would be un,vise to invite candidates to present 
it until it is quite certain that we are capable of having it thoroughly and efficiently taught. 

2. Yes, c;arry out the changes recommended by Tasmanian Scholars in a petit~on presented. to the 
Council of Educ.ation last year, both as regards specialising and marking. Establish a Natural Science 
Scholarship. . 

3. At present I cannot. . . . . . . 
4. Make it more technical, according to what the candidate is expected to follow in life. 
5. I think more attention should be paid to natural science, ancl that foreign Universities slwuld be 

included as well as British and Colonial. · 
6. I would make classics or mathematics the leading st1bject according as the scholar · intended to 

matriculate and pmsue his academic career at Oxford or Cambridge. I would afford the alternative, 
This mig·ht and would involve more trouble to examiners, but, I am convii1ced, ·would be a great .boon to 
students: 

7. Only those.suggested by the previous answer; 
8. See answer to Question 17. · 
9. The Council of Education has issued a scheme which ,vill enable a candidate. who is strong in 

classical 011 mathematical ability to specialise and devote himself to that branch in which he is likely to 
excel. This change has recently been made, and I can suggest no other· that is desirable, although the 
present scheme may, on being practically tested, be found. to require modification. · 

10. See answer to Question 16. · 
11. Two many subjects are prescribed to the student. His attention ought to be more devoted to 

classics and mathematics than is now possible. , In addition. to these, one modern language ought to be 
sufficient. 

12-. No. 
13 .. The only important change . that I could suggest has, I believe, been adopted by the Council, 

namely, to ·pro_vide for " specialising " in classics or mathematics, if the candidates prefer to do so, rather 
than go up ond~e general scheme of subjects. 

14. The changes suggested by past Tasmanian scholars now in the hands of the Couricil_ of Education 
would be of decided advantage: 

15. I cannot. 
16. There is. much .to be said in favour of paying attention· to special branches of study. 
17. I, in company with several past Tasmanian scholars,.have already addressed a memorial to tiie 

Council _of Education on this subject, to which I beg leave· to refer the Commission. My-views are 
embodied in that memorial. 

lR 
19. ·. 
20. The· scheme of examination subjects for 1883 shows that the desirability of affording greater 

facilities t_o the specialist _has been recognised by the Council of Education, and the subject is still occupying 
the attent10Ii of a Comnnttee of the Council. 

· ·21. The· whole system of the Universities has so changed since my·time that I can hardly judge what 
changes would be most· for the ·benefit of the scholars. The Council of Education has 1;ecently made 

· alterations, on the advice. of those scholars ·who have gracfoated within the last four 01· ·five years. . . 
. . ~2. A large and important cl1ange has taken place, initiated by commtmications from scholars, which, it 
1s believed, will enhance their oppoitunities in competing with the schools in England~vide Scheme. 

23. Complaints have been fr.equently made as to the. subjects and system of· examination, and it seems 
time that the Council shoilld move in the matter. There· are old scholars hei·e, mul friends of Tasmania in 
Englund, well qirnlified to give advice. . 

24. I would refer the Commission_ to a ,letter lately sent to the Council of Education by -returned 
Tasmanian scholars. In the scheme propo;ied by them specialisation is a more .prominent feature than· iu 
the pl'esent scheme. 

( 
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25. 
26. I canno.t suggest any change in the direction required. 
27, 28. See answer to Question 16. 
29. The subjects on which the scholarship is won may be practically classed under two heads,

mathematics and classics. It would be desirable to encourage the study of such other branches as are 
generally included under the head of Science. The higher education at present runs too much in one 
groove, and if a boy's ultimate destination does not happen to be that for which the Tasmanian scholarship 
is specially adapted, the parent has no particular inducement to keep him at school after the age of 15 or 
16 years. The system of examination is susceptible of improvement, and opinions differ widely as to the 
alterations required, but the question is under the serious consideration of the Council. 

. 30. I cannot think of any. Probably it would be of advantage to Tasmanian scholars if they were 
allowed to concentrate their energies more on one or two subjects ; e .. r;., a boy with a talent for languages 
should not be expected to prepare anything but elementary mathematics, and i,ice versa. 

31. In mathematics, I beg to submit that the subject of spherical trigonometry is a bye subject of little 
vafoe, and often not read even for the Tripos. The section of analytical geometry, which receives most 
attention from candidates preparing at English schools to take scholarships af Cambridge, viz.; abridged 
notation and ,trilinear co-ordil]ates, is omitted in the Tasmanian scheme, no question ever being asked in 
the examinations, though it is treated at length by every text-book on analytical geometry; All that 
extensive branch o'f geometry known as modern geometry,-the methods of projection, harmonics, reciprocal 
polars, &c·.-which an English scholar has at his fingers' ends, is. untaught entirely. Take up any Cambridge 
scholarship paper, say on analytical conics, two-thirds of the paper consists of questions the Tasmanian 

· scholar has never read, though they are all in his text-book. I suggest to entirely drop spherical trigo
nometry, and all the integral, except simple integrations, specify the use of a bridged notation, and all the 
modern methods contained in Salmon's Conic Sections, whatever the text-book read in England; specify 
also the methods of modern geometry, which are explained in most modern text-books on geometrical conic 
sections, and are explained at full length in M'Dowell's Modern Geometry. Retain all other subjects as at 
present, but extend the algebra to all contained in Todhunter's larger text-book. Why do we never see a 
series to sum a continued fraction, a question on the theory of numbers, or probability; in a Tasmanian 
scholarship paper? What would our scholars say to such questions in, say, an open scholarship at Christ's 
College, Cambridge? I beg to mention Mr. George W. Waterhouse, of that College, and late a Tasmanian 
scholar, as one who c~n confirm my opinions. The scholarship papers are too encouraging to diffuse 
reading, the extent is too wide, and the papers in the earlier subjects not stiff enough, to compare with the 
Cambridge requirements. As to classics, I was not a classical scholar at Queen's College, but I fancy the 
papers are also set on quite distinct lines from those at home. I· have so far assumed a Tripos in Cam
bridge, or a First Class at Oxford, the aim of our Tasmanian scholar. But, in this view even, there is 
another Tripos of great repute at Cambridge,-Natural Science. If we look to our scholars to revisit us, 
what is more likely to be ·valuable in Tasmania than Natural Science? I suggest a Science scholarship on 
the same footing as the other two. If the scholar intends medicine for his career he will, of course, adopt 

· this branch of reading. Can no general attempt be made to encourage Science teaching, on the lines of the 
South Kensington Science and Art Department, throughout the Colony? Geology, botany, and chemistry 
even in small doses would be invaluable to all classes. · 

32. I should like to see the new scheme propos.ed by the Council tried for a few years before any 
further change is introduced. I am of opinion that this will be found to work to the advantage of 

. our scholars. It would, doubtless, be useful to them also if science could be included in the present 
scheme. · 

Question 19. Do you think that the number of scholarships might be increased rvith advantage, rvitltout 
increaf>ing tlte annual expenditure,-as, e.g., by providing four sclwla1'Ships of £100 eacli, tenable either at 
approved Briti.slt or Colonial Universities ; or, rvitlt an increased expenditure of £200 per annum, by pro
viding, in addition to t~ie tn,o of £200 each norv tenable in a British University, trvo more of£] 00 each, 
tenab!,e either at a Colonial or a British University? 

1. I think it would be very unwise to reduce the value of the present scholarship, or to offer others of 
less value. · £100 per annum could not possibly support a student during the year, and unless therefore he 
had private means, or could secure a College scholarship, the boon would be to him anything but a blessing. 
It must be borne in mind that the College terms in England do not take up more than half the year, and 
that Tasmanian students have to support themselves during the other half also when they are not in 
residence. 

2. No; the utility of the scholarships would be seriously impaired by cutting down the value. As it is, 
. many. Tasmanian scholars have had to occupy inferior positions at the Universities (sizars) to make both 
ends meet. .An English graduate l1as hi3 home to go to in the .vacation. A Tasmanian scholar's expenses 
at the same time are very nearly as great. Either increase the present value of the scholarship by adding 
£50, or add another scholarship of £200 per annum to be held at a British University, or at an educational 
institution in connection with an University, such as School of Mines, Royal College of Music, &c. It 
·should be borne in mind that the scholarship is intended to turn out not only men of education, but useful 
citizens capable of exercising a profession or gaining a livelihood with benefit to their country and tliem
selves. · The scholar who thinks that on attaining a B.A. Degree he is at the end of his career, and armed 
to meet the world, is very far from the truth. For this reason the tenure of the scholarships should be 
extended to all learned institutions capable of the most varied training. I think that Colonial Universities 
·have not acquired sufficie:nt prestige, especially in teaching of natural science, and that for the present the 
scholarship should be held only in Great Britain. 

3. I doubt the utility of the scholarships. 
· 4. Adhe1·e to the present plan. 
5. Two more scholarships of £100 each, in addition to existing ones, would be a decided advantage to 

the cause of education. · 
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. 6. I would approve the providing of four scholarships of £200 each,-two of them tenable in a 
Biitish, two in a Colonial or British University. 

7. Not with advantage ; for the allowance of £200 per annum is .not more than enough to enable the 
· scholar to prosecute his four years of study at one of the English Universities. It would be of great 
advantage to add four more scholars of £100 each tenable at one of the Colonial Universities, 

8. I think that the number of-scholarships might be increased, with or without increased expense, but 
in a different direction. We shall want in the-future civil and mining engineers for our public ,vorks and our 
mines, thoroughly educate~ men, con:'ersant with all the engineering experience of the as-e, ,~hose tal~nts 
would find ample scope m Tasmama, and thereby· make some return for the cost ot th~1r educat10n. 
Therefore encourage them. · 

9. A scholarship of £100 a year, tenable at a British or Colonial University, would be open to the 
sons of wealthy men only, who could afford to supplement it by at least another £100 or £150 a year; and 
this, I think, is a fatal objection to the proposal. 

10. See answer to Question 9. 
11. Four scholarships of £100 each. . 
12 .. I am doubtful of this. A scholarship of £100 would not enable its holder to attend a home 

University; but I think the last clause of the question is a good i,uggestion, namely, the providing of two 
at a Colonial University. · 

-13. No. The policy of dividing the present scholarships as suggested in this question has been very 
carefully considered by the Council, and I think we were unanimous in deprecating any interference with 
the 'l'asmanian Scholarship as it stands. I think it would be a great mistake. 

14. I could approve of the increased expenditure as proposed, but not of any interference with the 
two tenable at a British University. 

15. By an increased expenditure of £200, two more scholarships of £100 each, tenable at a Colonial 
or British University, might be provided with advantage. . · 

16. By increasing the number without increasing the cost. . 
17. The present scl1olarships should certainly not be cut down, or. very many will be deprived of an 

education at a British University. If it were feasible, it would be very advantageous to add two scholar
ships as suggested. 

18. The education secured by going to a British University, by the effects of travel, and of the 
prestige and influence of such bodies, renowned for the great names by which they have been distinguished, 
is so superior to tha:t given by a Colonial University, that the proposed change would be a mistake. To 
add scholarships of l_ess value would be to spend public money without the prospect of an adequate 
return. 

19. 
20. I would deprecate the change of the present two scholarships of £200 each into four of £100 

each. £100 a year would not enable a poor scholar to live at a British University. If any alteration be 
desirable at present, I would prefer the institution of a · third £200 scl1olarship, ·especially for natural 
science, ·at an English University. The objection that we have not at present any competent teaching 
power in this branch is,. I think, unimportant. Teachers would soon come if they were wanted. 

21. I should certainly object to any alteration in the distribution of the money at present devoted to 
scholarships, but I should be well pleased to see two of £100 each granted annually in addition to those 
which are now bestowed. 

22. I do not think so. All the information leads us to believe that the sum now awarded is not more 
than sufficient. It must be taken into calculation that the large majority of scholars who go from this 
country have no home to go to in the intervals between terms, and in that manner are compelled to incur 
larger expenditure than the usual graduates at a University. On the second portion of question I have no 
information whether the sum proposed would be adequate for maintenance in a Colonial University. A 
sufficient sum should be given to defray the necessary expenses. 

23. 
24. A scholarship of £100 per annum, tenable at a British University, would°be quite useless to any 

person who had not means of his own. It requires the most rigid economy on the part of a Tasmanian 
scholar (whose home is not in England-a fact often lost sight of) to make £200 per annmµ sufficient. 

·25. In my opinion · the scholarships should be maintained at £200 as at present, as the weight of 
testimony shows this sum to be necessary for the fair and reasonable expenses of a student at Oxford or 
Cambridge. I do not see any present necessity for increasing the number of scholarships as indicated in 
the question. • 

26. I am of opinion that the number of scholarships may be increased, without lessening the present sum 
for each, that is £200. ' 

27. I think the number of scholarships might be increased with advantage, with an increased 
expenditure of £200 per annum, by providing two more scholarships of £100 e'ach. 

28. No. 
· 29. It would certainly not be well to substitute four of £100 a year each for the two existing scholarships, 
but the addition of two of £100 a year each, and tenable at any approved University in the Colonies or 
elsewhere, would be very advantageous. · 

30. I certainly think it would be desirable to· increase the number of scholarships ; there might, 
in addition to present expenditure, be two scholarships at £100 per annum, tenable at a Colonial 
University. . 

31. £150 a year is ample at Cambridge or Oxford. I suggest make three scholarships of £150 eacli 
a year, and pay £50 for passage money. Each scholar would then receive £680 in the place of £800, 
and the annual expenditure would then be £475 instead of £400_ Let the choice be mathematics, classics, 
or natural science. 

32. I think the proposal to found two additional scl1olarships of £100 a year ·each, tenable as suggested, 
would be a very good thing. It would be scime consolation to a candidate who, after years of diligent 
preparation failed to obtain one of the first two scholarships, to win one of the less. valuable. 
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Question 20. Do you think it woulcl be desirab_le to throiv open tlte Ta.~manian Scholarships to others 
,tlian the youth ef 1.'asmania ? · . 

1. I see no reason why, so long as the present restriction is kept which r~quires that a student shall 
··have been educated.here for the five years immediately preceding his examination, the scholarships. should 
not be throwri open- to candidates from other colonies. Such candidates are on exactly the same footing as 
our own, their education is to all intents and pi1rposes Tasmanian, and it seems invidious, after we have 
educated them for five or six years, along with and on 1.he same footing with our own students, to turn round 
upon them at last, say they are not Tasmanians, and deprive them of the final object towards which otir 
course of education tends. I know it mav be said that such students will never return to Tasmania, but 

.carry back tlie results of their education to their ho.mes in other colonies. As far as it goes the objection, 
_no doubt, is real ; but, at the same time, it must- be remembered that neither are our own students lwund to 
return, and that, as a matter of fact, only about_ one-half have done so, and that there is no reason to 

,suppose that Sydney or Melbourne students,. were they allowed to ·compete, would always or even generally, 
be successful _in w1•esting the prize from the students of Tasmania. ' · _ 

2. No ; but every Tasmanian scholar. should understand that there is no obligation to ·return·· to 
Tasmania. 

3, 4, 5. No. 
6. Certainly not. 
7. Certainly not. 

.other colonies. 

'' Tasmania for the Tasmanians ! " 
If we expend so· much money it_ should be in educating- our own youth, not those of 

8. I think that the scholarships should be awarded to the youth of-Tasmania only,-to the children of 
-the colony which has to pay the cost. _ , · 

9. I think the scholarships should not be open to others than the youth of Tasmania. 
10. 
11. Yes, provided the young men have attended the schools of this colony for five years previously .. , 
12. Yes, with the proviso that all competitors from beyond the colony shall attend some school m 

'Tasmania for a certain specified perio<l before being eligible as competitors. 
13. Not, at any rate, for the present. I believe it would cause nearly universal dissatisfaction. 
14. No. 
15. I do not consider it desirable to ·extend the scholarships to other than Tasmanians. 
16: Only to those residing tn the colony for a given period before_ exa:mination. 
17, 18. No. 
19. I think it should be defined who are "the y,mth of Tasmania." I think the scholarships should 

not be confined to the native born, and that the removal of the parents of a boy from the colony where they 
have resided a certain specified number of years should not dis_qt'lalify him for the scholarship. 

20. No. · 
21. I think that pupils from· the other colonies who have been at sch_ool in Tasmania for_ the five 

consecutive years next preceding the examination should be eligible for the scholarships. . · 
22. N" o ; although there is a great division of opinion on the subject. At present, by the opinion of the 

law officers of the Crown, the award cannot be given to any other than the youth of the colony. 
23. I should certainly be averse to throwing open the scholarship to others than the youth of 

·Tasmania. There is some difference of opinion as to the meaning of the phrase "youth of Tasmania" as 
use_d in the Scholarship Act, but the fair interpretation would seem to be that, though the candidates need 
not have. been born in Tasmania, he and his parents must have made their "home" in the colony for the five 

_ years previous to the particular examination. · 
24. I should not like to see the Tasmanian scholarships tlfrown open to other than the_ youth of 

· Tasmania. I can see why a country, through its Universities, ma·y undertake the education of foreigners, 
receiving proper fees from them· in return for that education ; but that Tasmania should undertake the 
,education of all the most promising children of Australia for nothing (and to the neglect of her own), 
whom she would probably never see again, appears to me absurd in the extreme. 

25. I think not. · 
26. No. 
27. I do not think it would be desirable to throw operi the Tasmanian scholarships . to other than 

· Tasmanian youth. 
~.No. . . • _ _ 
29. I think that the competition for all i,cholarships and exhibitioris should be limited to those ,yhose 

parents are domiciled in_ Tasmania. 
· 30. No ; I wo,uld limit the scholarships to Tasmanians. 

31. No ; certamly not. 
32. I think the Tasmanian scholarships might well be thrown open to all who had received their 

.education in Tasmania. If a candidate. has been a pupil of a Tasmanian school, say for five years 
immediately preceding the examination, he should be entitled to compete for a scholarship with youths 

·born in the colony. 

Question 21. Do you avp1·ove of. tlte _constitution ef tl~e Council of Ed1wation 1 
- . . ' 

1. No. I think the present principle ·of co0optation, which makes the Council a close society, and 
gives it the sole power of electing its own members, is so astoundingly bad that I am astonished that it 

-,should ever have been adopted, and that, having been once adopted, it should not have long ago been given 
up. It is not surprising that such a body should fail to enjoy the confidence of the public, as it presents 

1:the spectacle of _what is practically a private body administering public affairs. 
2. Far from it. 
3. No. 
4. Yes. 
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5. Not entirely. 
6. No. . , · . 
7. No ;· I do not think it is large onougl1, or sufficiently repre"ientative. 

. 8. I have been too short a time a member of the Council of Education to be qualified to form an-
opinion on these questions. . . . . · · 

9. · I am of opinion that there is but one change in the constitution of the Council of Education· that 
: is·likely to be effectual for the benefit of the education of the youth of Tasmania, and that is, to substitute a 

University for it. Such a body as the Council. of Education is unrecognise.d out of Tasmania. Any 
. degree or distinction to be of any general yalue out of the colony must be conferred by a University. A 
Uni".'ersity would consist of Council and Senate. The Senate would consist of all the graduates of Uni
·vei·sities resident in 'l'asmania, and they would elect a Council. This would secure the aid of the most highly 

· educated men in the Colony in the manageii:Jent and superintendence of our higher education, and the Council 
would cease to be a co-optative body. The University would, like London University, be simply a body 
_empowered to hold examinations and confer degrees. The scholarship examination is already equivalent to 

· a pass degree at Oxford or Cambridge, ·and yet there is no ·encouragement to a youth to conforne his• 
studies beyond the A.A. Degree, unless he can see that he is likely to be one of the two first on the list at 
the scholarship examination and so secure a scholarship. When a youth goes on for· the scholarship, and 
fails. to gain one, although he attains the required standard, two others beirig before him, he receives IW 
degree or distinction as a mark of his attainments. Mr. Ingle, formerly second master at the High School, 
whom·r consulted before submitting to the Council of Education a scheme for' establishing a University 
wrote to me :-" The experience of University men will probably lead them to the conch1sion that the 
attainments necessary for securing a Tasmanian scholarship are beyond the average of those required for a 
pass .degree in any Britis~1 or Colonial University." Dr. Bromby, during his :visit here in December last, 
assured me that in liis opinion the standard of the scholarship examination was equivalent to a pass degree 
.at Oxford or Cambridge. Professor Irving, to whoin: I submitted my scheme for establishing a University 
before submitting it to the Coimcil of Education, wrote :-" In, its conception I consider it excellent; in 
:fi\ct, I am lost fo wonder why it never occurred to rrie you might thus take up the examining apart from 
the teaching function. Your scheme will give unity and coherence to· the whole thing; will encourage the 
second-raters, who now drop all study, to persevere; and would, I should say, eventuate in a good college 
for training boys beyond the gramm!),r-school work." A University would at once give additional value to 
tlie A.A. Degree. They are now Associates to nothing, then they _would, be Associate in Arts to a 
University. The character of a University depends not on its wealth or numbers, but upon the standard of 
learning required to attain its degrees ; and this could be maintained by having (if need be) the papers 
prepared and marked in England or Melbourne. The Council of Ed1ication, in 1875, unanimously adopted 
·the scl1eme I ventured to propound, and a Bill was drafted to give effect to it. This passed the House .of 
Assembly in 1875, and Parliament was prorogued before it was considered by the Legislative Council. ·A 
similar Bill was introduced last session, and rejected by the Assembly .. Any change in the constitution of 
tlrn Council·would, in my judgment, be patchwork. Sooner or later Tasmania i:nust have, what every other 
Colony of Australasia is establishing, a University as the·head_of its educational system. To wait till one 
•University is created (as has peen suggested) for all Australia, is to wa:it till the Greek Kalends. 

10. 
ll. Not folly acquainted with it. 
12. No ; I have always thought. it too exclusive·. 
13 .. I do, on· the understanding that the Council of Education is a provisional arrangement pending 

. t11e establishment of a University. 
14. Yes. 

· 15. It seems to liave worked fairly well. 
16. No. . 

" ' 

17. Yes. 
18. N~. 
19. I do not think it ought to .be self-elective. · . ' · 
20. I think the ~'ouncil has hitherto been upon too narrow a basis, but, after all, a great deal Jms been 

done under its auspices, and in a small community like this it is not easy to substitute a better managing 
· body fo1: it. . · 

21. I do not approve of it. , . 
22. I think it is on too ,narrow a b.asis, but it would be very difficult to originate a scheme to meet general 

approval. A scheme has been· laid before the Council of Education, but· by its numbers all systematised 
action would be precluded or one portion of the. body be subordinated to the other. 

23. 
24. 
25. 
26. I disapprove· of tl10 constitution of the Council, inasmuch as the Catholic body is not represented, 

· and would consequently suggest a pro 1·ata representaiion. · 
n . . . 
28. I think tJ10 Council of Education might, with advantage, be developed into a Uniyersity. 
29. The constitution of the Council of Education, :and the, scheme which it administered, are .some

"\VliaC·anomalous, and the time seems. to have arrived for bringii1g tl,ie ,vhole system of higher education 
more_ into harmony with the principles and practice which obtain in other parts. of the world. At the time 
wlien the pres.enf scheme for promoting higl1er education was initiated, it was the best anangement that 
could. be made, and the Council has fulfilled the object witlhvhich it .was established as well as the most 
~anguine of its original promoters could have anticipated. But the circumstances have , materially · changed 
during the last · twenty years, and there is no longer any reason for withholding from the youth of 
Tasmania the advantages which arc ol)ly to be obtained under a University system. Tl10 so-called Degree 
of Associate of Arts is of little value elsewhere, and even within the Colonv the title is not a sufficient 
,a-itericin of merit without furtl1er information as to the aefoal attainments of it; possessor. The examination 
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]1as come to be regarded as the ultimate god of all ambition, except by the two or three w11_0 are tempted to 
.compete for a scholarship. It is not, like the matriculation examination in a Univer,;ity, the first step in· a . 
,systematised course of study extending ovel' a series o( years, but rather a sort of terminus beyond which,. 
for the student who is completing the term of ordinary school life, there is no further prog·ress to be ·made. 
There is not a profession in the Colony which is not directly interes_ted in the-extension of the period o( 

,study ; and the establishm3at of schools of practical science, ·which is the chief desiderJ.tum at present, will 
very imperfectly meet its object, unless they can be brought into connection with the gene1'al system of 
higher education, over whi!?,h a duly constituted U niversit.y is the proper authority to ·preside. 

30. I know very little about the Council of Educa_tion, but I think some improvements might be made. 
31. I think each Superior School, and each district of State Schools, should be allowed a deleg'ate to the 

Council. 
·s2. I do not disapprove of the constitution of the ·_council of Education, though I think that the 

number of its members might be increased with advanta~·e. 

Question 22. Ccui you suggest wiy advantageous alteration in.it? 

I.. There is more than one way in which it might be altercd,-_:_(1.) The power of co-optation should be 
·taken away, and the appointment of member.;; vested either in the· Government, oi· in ·a body of electors 
consisting of persons duly qualified by their position to take an intelligent interest in the matter. I should 
prefer the second course as being the more popular.· (2.) . The Council mig·ht be enlarged. There is, I 
"believe, before the Commission a scheme, clrawn ·up by the Rev. R. n. Poulett-Harris, bearing upon this 
point. '.!.'hough I do not agree with it altogether in detail, I think the principle in vol vecl. is a good one, ancl . 

·that the Council would be much more likely to enjoy the confidence of the public if it had associateq .with 
·it a body of men calculated by their position ·and attainments to take an intelligent and practical i_nterest in 
the work of edu::!ation. I think, too, that the work of the Council itself wo~ild be much more · satisfactory 

:and more expeditious than can be the case when it is, ·as at present, in great nieasure composed of gentle
men who, however much they·may be interested in the subject, have had little practical acquaintance with 
·it since the termination of their own school days. 

2. I approve the alteration suggested by a scheme for extending its basis ch:awn np by Rev. Poulett-
Harris~ 

3. A Minister of Education. 
4. No. 
5. It might include many others in the Colony who have shown themselves ,interested in the welfare. 

,of the young·. . · . . · 
6. I would exclude from it all heads of existing schools and all personally interested in existing 

schools. 
7. I would suggest that it be made more popular by being of an elective rather than o(a nominee 

.character. It is objectionable that the head masters of .;;ome of our superior schools should be in ~he 
Council and not those of others. There should be either all or none. 

8. 
9. See answer to Q. 21. 

10. 
ll. 
12. Jt seems to nie that it would be an impr·ovement to have a more libera.l recognition of the different . 

.-denominations. 
13. If a constituency could be formed of graduates in the Universities of Great Britain, barristers, and 

,other.;;, as sug·gested in the scheme of the Rev. R. D. Poulett-Harris, and the election of members to 
vacancies in the Council were entrusted to such a body, I think it would be an impi-ovement. But I 
question the policy of making the change now, if the subject of founding.a Tasmanian University is to be 

,seriously considered at the next session of Parliament or at the session following. It would be onfy in 
.despair of our getting a University for some years that I should be disposed to alter the present constitution 
,of the Council at all. 

14. No. 
15. I am not prepared to do so. 
16. Make it a representative body. 
17. Seeing that the Council of Education have.shown signs of needing assistance with respect to the 

selection of books and subjects for examination, I should be· inclined to think that the addition to theii
numbers of some of those who prepare boys for the various examinations ( e.g., the head masters of the foul" 
principal schools) would be extremely advantageous. · 

18. The Council of Education ought to be composed of graduates or persons distingt1ished by 
..educational acquire1nents. _,, 

19. 
20. See answer to Q. 21. 
21. I have suggested a scheme which is now before the Commission. It was framed on the assumption 

-that it was to be carried out by the Council of Education without Parliamentary aid. If my scheme were 
,entertained by' Parliament, I should suggest a few modifications. . 

22. None other than the establishment of a University in Tasmania on the sime ·basis as the London 
University, the office being confined to examination, and at first the confei'ring of Degrees of B.A. and 
Ad enndeni degrees. · 

23. 
24. 
25. 
26. See answer to Q. 21. 
27. 
28 .. 



29 .. See answer to Q. 21. 

1 ,..,') 
1.D_. 

30. By increasing the number of mcmbe·rs, apd having some recogni~ed :,ystem of appointing them.
Every graduate of a British University might, ipso facto, be a membe!', and certainly .wme qualification 
for appointment .ought to be required. No one seems to have any right to hold such an office unless he has
some educational -status, or has shown great interest in the :idvancement of education, or has promotecl it_ in 
some marked and special manner. 

· 31. See ·answer to Q. 21. . 
32. 

Qtiestion 23. Do you thinlt tite time lws come.fu·1· the establishment ,f a Unfoe1·sity in Tasmania? 

1. Yes, I do. I have no sympathy with tbe arguments brought to bear in order to prevent the 
JJassing of the University Bill during the' last session of .Parliament. The main argument was thi:s, "that 
our Degrees would be. the lang-hing·-stock of the world at lar_ge." That, I submit, is not the important 
question. The question should rather be, " Would the establishme.nt of an University. be beneficial to 

. omselves, and help the cause of education in the Colony?" Anr.l the answer, I believe, to be decidedly 
affirmative. As an argument in favou!' of such a supposition, I ·may state that when I lately advertised 
some courses of lectures in history, classics, &c. there was a disinclination on the part of the young men to· 
·attend because they did not lead to anytliin_q. It is to my mi1.1d a matter of very great regret -that there 
should be such an titter. indifference _on the part of the young mc.n of the Colony as regards their mental 
improvement. At present, education ends at 16 or 17, except in the case of the four or five sr.udents who· 
become candidates for the Tasmanian scholarship, and as long as this is the case it is impossible to expect 
Tasmania to turn out many men of high education and intelligence. Our present system of education is 
good enoug.Ji as.fii1· as it, fJOes, but it does not go far enough. Boys leave school just when their powers of' 
comprehension and as'similation · are be~·inning to·develop themselves; their education receives a sudden 
check; and having no one to help them turther on their way, they become either disheartened or indifferent, 
spend theil' spare time in loafing_ or other questionable amusement, and grow up void of all knowledge save 
such as may be just sufficient to enable them to enter the bank or the office, anrl have, consequently, neither· 
the ability nor the desire to assist in the development of their native land. An University, with the powel" 
of granting Degrees, would do m~ch to remedy this by encouraging and assisting our young men to further 
efforts, holding out to them, at the same time, a something towards which to direct those efforts. The value· 
of our Degrees in the eyes of the world is a matter of secondary importance. We could not at fir~t set a 
very high standard,'bu.t as time went on and the effects of"University training began to be felt, this would 
become possible, and the world would gradually be taug·ht to recognise Degrees which carried with them 
the assurance of high attainments. Everything must have a beginning; and I feel sure that by establishing 
a Tasmanian University the Parliament would be taking a very wise and useful course, such as would be to· 
the ·great advantage of our young men, and condLtce to the futul'e credit and dc:velopment of the country. 
.There was, I believe, an almost .entire concensus of opinion on the subject. last year among those directly 
concerned in the work of education, and this is a fact' which ought to carry · with it gr.eat weight; and I 
sincerely hope that a further consideration will induce the Parliament to reverse their decision of last 
session and pass the project into law. 

2, 3, 4, 5. No. 
6. Hardly. 
7. Not yet. The Colony is too small in its population. The expense of·maintaining it would, at 

present, be altogether inadequate to the advantages. 
8. 
9. See answer to Q. 21. 

10. I think some arrangement shoul_d be made w1th the Melbourne University to have candidates for· 
tlie Degrees granted by that University examined here, and said Degrees conferred on the successful 
.candidates by the Council of Education. 

11. Yes. 
12·. I very much doubt the expediency of such a step at present. With Universities in all the other 

Colonies, I can see very little likelihood of the establishment of a University in Tasmania, with its present 
population, being attended ·with results at all justifying such a measure. When our population_ shall have· 

, become quintuple what it is now such a proposal may be entertained. 
·13. I do, so far as the University shall be, what the Council is in part at present; an examining body 

with power to confer Degrees and Honors. The limitation of the University to such a body, and the 
exclusion' of a teaching staff of Professors, is on the ground of economy. If Parliament thought that the 
general revenue would allow it, I would have a State College, and let any other high educational 
-institution be affiliated to the University, us many Colleges are to the U nivcrsity of London. It is not 
necessary to have a staff of Professors in connection with a University, though it is very de'sirable. · One 
reason for having a University is that our A.A. Degree is anomalous, and cannot be graded with any of· 
the regular stages in a University 'curriculum. The A.A. is, in fact, far in advance of the ordinary 
matriculation, but our youth get no credit for it, and they are, consequently, at great disadvantage. 

14. No. · 
15. No. 

. 16. Yes, as an examining body and for granting Degrees. The medical board, and the board of legal 
examiners, should be incorporated in the scheme . 

17. Most certainly not. · · 
18. A University, without a body of learned men to be examples of learning and to teach, would 

not be a respectable institution, and could· give· no guarnntee to the world of the value of its Degrees . 
:England has four Universities for 20,000,000, and seems to have enough. 

19. 
20. If one may judge from tl~e small success of Christ's College, there is not any urgent _call for a 

U~iversity at present. And yet, if the Council of Education is to be enlarged or reconstituted, it might be· 
1,veU so to r~cast it as to form the nucleus of a University. 
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21. I was favourable to the University Bill of last session, as inaugurating what in course of time 
might develop into a University worthy of recognition as such; but our University would have been a 
mere examining board, and I should like to see something more than that if we have one at all. 

22. See answer to Q. 22. 
23. 
24. I do not. I obj_ect in toto to the notion that has got about that an University is 'an examining 

body merely, fot· the sake of conferring Deg1·ees. An University ought to have Professors of its own 
(whose function it is, not only to examine, but to teach), or else have affihated to it a number of educational 
institutions that possess a competent and universal staff of teachers. For such an U nive·rsity as this 
Tasmania is not yet ripe. 

25. I scarcely think that the time has yet arrived for the establishment of a University in Tasmania. 
It is difficult to see whence any considerable number ·of students is to come, and in what way provision is 
to be made for their instruction. · 

26. I think the time is come for the establishment of a University in Tasmania. 
27. It appears to me the time has come for the establishment of a University in Tasmania. 
28. . 
29. See answer to Q. 21. 
80. I imagine it would be premature to establish a Tasmanian Unfrersity at present. 
31. No.; but there is need of some central institution where the candidates for the scholarship could 

be trained together. The training for the scholarship entails on the superior school much time and expense 
which might easily be economised: e.!7., suppose, as often must happen, three or four mathematical 
candidates training each at his own school for the scholarship, each requires a lot of time and trouble as 
each place. How much better if under one teacher ! If at one central institution boys going on for the 
scholarship were trained together, . it w0uld be a gre~t advantage to all of them, a valuable relief to 
schools, and the masters so appointed in classics, mathematics, and science would form a nucleus of a future 
University, which could grow up as circumstances fostered it. The charges for the students might be 
made through the schools to the parents, and each school having a candidate at the institution should make 
a contribution to the expenses. The staff of Professors could conduct examinations in the superior schools 
and any other public examinations which it might be necessary to impose after a time. This institution 
could ,open its classes to the general public, giving lectures on subjects relating to higher intellectual 
culture. 

32. In my opinion the time has not yet come for the ·establishment of a Tasmanian University. Our 
present population is too small to supply it with students, and the few Tasmanian youths who need more 

. than our own system affords can obtain it at the very excellent University of Melbourne. 

· Question 24. Pending the establishment ef a Tasmanian University, how do you think the Council ef 
Education might best bring within the reach of a larger number than norv participate in them the advantages 
of the higher intellectual culture? 

1. I doubt whether there be any way in which the Council can do much towards effecting this. Any 
action which they might take would be of a kind such as could be done much better by an University, 
while it would not carry with it the authority which the action of an University would. The objection to 
our present A.A. Degree is, that it is an anomaly,-a Degree granted by what is practically a private body, 
the granting which is an aping of the province of a University; and I cannot conceive why; ifwe·are to 
grant Degrees at all, they should not be granted by a regularly constituted body, hol<ling ·a public and 
recognised position---:-a body which would be much more likely to secure the confidence of the public, and 
to gain outside acceptance of its proceedings. 

2. Yes. · 
3. Sound primary education for all is the work of the State. 
4. By lectures in scientific and other subjects, which the elder scholars should attend quarterly, take 

J1otes, and .be examined,-especially technical. · 
5. By rewarding essays on various subjects, and engaging lecturers on popular scientific subjects . 

during winter months. \ 
6. By considering the welfare, in an educational point of view, of the whole community, and by 

frank recognition of, and cordial co-operation with, all existing educational institutions of proved efficiency r 
7. By increasing the number of scholarships, and·making them tenable at Colonial'Universities. 
& ' 
9. 
10. See answer to Q. 23. 
ll. A higher Degree could be conferred than that of the A.A. upon the student who should pass a 

higher examination. . . 
12. I do not know that I can make any suggestion in the direction indicated. I never knew any 

place more amply provided with the means of education, according to its population, than Tasmania is. 
. 13. I do not in the least see how the Council of Education can bring the advantages of higher culture 

well in the reach of a larger number than it does at this moment. · 
14. By inducing the Universities of Melbourne and Sydney to allow ·candidates for Degrees to be 

examined in Tasmania, as they now can be for the Matriculation Exarrii,nations; or by obtaining from those 
Universities a recognition of the examination for the Tasmanian Scholarship as equivalent to a certain 
standard in their own course for the various Degrees. 

15. With augmented funds, scholarships, tenable at 'British or Colonial Universities, might be estab
lished; or lect11res provided in connection with the present superior schools. 

16. Constituted as a repr~sentative body the Council of Education could make large concessions in 
the interests. of popular leaming. . . , 

17. lf the Council of Education were to take any steps to supply this want, I do not think that many 
·would be found to take advantage of it. · 
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· 18. T~e majori_ty of the roung people do not want the p1·oposed higher intellectual culture. I may 

say that,_ with very few except10ns, those who are worth teaching are compelled at an early age to go and 
earn then· bread. All they want is fairly good schools, which they at present have. 

19. . 
20. 
21. The Council of Education is so cramped for means, having positively no funds whatever at its 

command to employ according to its own discretion, and it is so closely limited il! its lines of action hy the 
Act of its constitution, that it is powerless for anything beyond regulating certain examinations for certain 
defined objects. 

22. I do not see my way to any alterations which would accomplish the purpose you propose. It is 
not difficult to enunciate an abstract principle that is 4esirable; but the difficulty in this case would be to 
determine a practical method which would secure the result referred to in the question. · 

23. 
24. 
25. 
26. By an increase of scholarships. 
27. 
28. 
29. Without further legislation it does not appear that the Council of Education can do more than it 

is doing at present, except in connection with the training and education of girls. Sufficient consideration 
does not appear to have been given to the fact that the future destinies of boys and girls are, in some 
respects, essentially different, and that, while the latter should not be excluded from any of the advantages 
of a higher intellectual culture, the schemes of examination, which materially influence the training and 
instruction in schools, shotild not be absolutely identical for both sexes. 

30. Perhaps by the establishment of one or two higher State schools. 
31. 
32. I do not think that more can be done by the Council than it is now doing. 

Qnestion 25. Do you tMnh the central control of our public p·rimary educatfon by the Boa1·d qf 
Education is qfficient and satiifacto1·y. 

1. I am not sufficiently acquainted with the action of the Board to hazard a reply. 
2. No. 
3. Not altogether. . 
4. As much as you can expect at present. 
5. A Board, with a Minister of Education responsible to Parliament, who would be ex oJJicio head ~f 

the Board, would, perhaps, be· an improvement. 
G. No. 
7. It might Le well to have two Boards,-one for the southern and the other for the northern end of 

the Island. 
8. Difficult to answer. Boards are machines invented by a parsimonious people in order to get public 

work done g1·atuitously. The only ·honorarium I!"eted to ·Boards is unmeasured abuse Ly the press and the 
public, notwithstanding which heavy discouragement the Education Board works fairly well. It is, how
ever, an open question whether a Ministry of Education, with a paid Chief of the Education Department, 
would not be an improvement. Much difference of opinion exists on this point. I cannot decide one way 
-0r the other. 

9. 
10. 
11. No. 
12. My answers to Questions 21 and 22 are still more applicable to the Board of Education than to 

the Council. I am of opinion that the Board of Education might be a very efficient directorate were its 
members increased, and a more liberal re'cognition of the different sections of the community adopted in 
selecting them. 

13. I am not qualified to give a very positive opinion on this subject, but I have no doubt that there 
mt).st be a paramount central control of all public schools in the Colony. Local School Boards have no 
power at present. 'l'hey ought to have power to act without reference to the Central Board, but within a 
carefully defined range. N? doubt, tl~e Centra~ ~oard might be more efficient and satisfa?tory ~han it is; 
but how it may be made so 1s a quest10n requmng very much more knowledge and C011s1derat10n than I 
can pretend to give. 

14. I should prefer its being brought under one head, acting with the advice of the Inspectors, and 
responsible to Parliament. · 

15. I am not aware of any good grounds for complaint. 
16. No. 
17. 
18- I think the Board and Council ought to be one body, composed as I have suggested. One half 

might be selected by the Government, and the other half by masters· and mistresses of sµperior schools, 
rrraduates members of the learned professions, and masters of the public schools of the first-class. 
i-, 19. i do not think it desirable to abolish the Board of Education, but to refor:n it. For example: 
a responsible Minister of the Crown to be Chairman, and the members to be paid. In England Board 
management has, I believe, tended greatly to popularise the public system of education. 

20. 
21. . 
22. The central control is most necessary; and in. those communities which carry out most of the 

detail and local requirements, it has been found indispensable to rest on some central and superior authority, 
to which all departures from the usua~ course is refe1:r~d. · This secures uniformity, and prevents those local 
j~alousies which would grow out of differences of opm10n. 



23. 
24. 
25. 
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27. I think that, un<ler the present system, the central control of our public primary education by the 
"Board of Edt1cation is efficient and satisfactory. 

28. 
29. I am not prepared to answer this question. 
30. I do not think the present Board of Education either efficient or satisfactory. Personally I have 

,always experienced the utmost courtesy and promptitude in my correspondence with the Board. But the 
control of education- should be vested in some competent and responsible person,-say a Minister of the 
Crown,-with a permanent _officer as Secretary. 'l.'he Secretary should be a man of culture and tried. 
ability, with a good salary. 

31. Not in a position to offer an opinion. 
32. 

Question 26. Do you think it prqferable, in lieu qf the Boa-rd of Education, to substitute some other 
.directorate or controlling authority? If so, will you state in whose hands that direction and contml _ 
.should be? 

I. 
2. Minister of Education. 
3. A good Minister of -Education. 
4. No. 
5. 
6. I would appoint a MiniE>ter of Education. Let the right man be carefully sought, and, when 

found, let his appointment be permanent, his powers large, and his remuneration liberal. The appointment 
,should be a· non-political one; the best man, independent of all party considerations and, above all things, 
-of all clique interests. · 

. 7. I think the Board system, on the whole/the best, if the suggestions given (Q. 25) be ·carried out, 
-and care exercised to appoint persons both competent and willing to take a real interest in the management 
-of its affairs. · 

8 .. -See answer to Q. 25. 
9. 
10. 
11. Yes. A Minister of Education, aided by a paid professional head of Department. 
12. See answer to Q. 25. 
13. 
14. See answei· to Q. 25. . 
15. I should wish to be fully acquainted with the nature and constitution of any other proposed 

,directorate or controlling authority before deciding in favour of a change. 
16. A responsible head, with District Boards having full authority. 
17. 
) 8. See answer to Q. 25. 
19. See answer to Q. 25. 
20. 
21. . 
22. Boards of Education of varied character are generally found useful in performing functions of this 

-character ; but the present system leads to great delay. The Local Board has to be consulted• then 
references are made to the Central Board, whose function is to obtain the decisioi1 of· the. resp~nsible 
Mmister, viz., the Chief Secretary. In the event of the Local Boards being appninted by the votes of. the 
inhabitants the Chairmen of -the Local Boards might recommend to the Government a person to take the 
personal cl;arge and responsibility of director and controller of the Department. 

23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. I do not know that there could be any central controlling authority preferabl~ to the Board of 

-Education. 
28. 
29. The direct control of the Education Department by a Minister might facilitate .the dispatch of 

business· but its efficient working will depend more on the executive agency than upon the question of the 
,.exercise' of the chief controlling a~thority. The. chi~f ?o~diJions of efficiency are (1) the presence qf a 
regularlv organised staff of responsible officers, with JUrisd1ct10n over all matters connected with public 
,schools;· (2) the determina_tion ?f a~l question~ as to arpointments a~d promoti?ns on the sole ground of 
merit,-the chief elements m this bemg pro_fess1onal attamments and faithful servwe; and '(3) the exclusion 
of all direct or indirect political influence or patronage from these or other questions connected with the 
•working ofthe educational system. · 

30. See answer to Q. 25. 
31. Not in a position to offer an opinion. 
32. 

Question 27. A1·e thereJany other suggestions _you ltave to offer n relation to tlte imp1·ovmnent of" our 
Educatiunal system ? 

1. 
2. The medical examination of children at stated interval3, especially in relation to sight, hearing. 

,mental incapacity, moral insanity, &c.; the sanitary inspection of schools, especially having reference to 



156 
ventilation and drninage; the substitution of earth closets for cesspits in town schools; the prov1s10n of' 
good drinking water, particularly in the country; and to the cultivation and encouragement of the laws of 
hygiene when away from school. · · · 

3. 
4. Separate schools for boys and girls. More maps for the school, and diagrams, globes, boxes of' 

objects for illustrations, and object lessons for the juniors. Essays on various subjects by elder scholars. 
Small prizes f9r the best in each class, once a year, in learning, behavio:ur, and cleanliness. Annual 
exhibitions of all kinds of school-work, or anything boys or girls can make or cultivate. Writing, sums, 
drawing, collections of objects, pot flowers, shells, &c., prize cards beautifully printed, honorary, to be· 
given. No money pri_zes. All schools in a town or district might exhibit. . · 

5. I have already touched (in No. 1) on what I consider would be a vast improvement of our· 
Educational system. There is a large section of the community, uot generally represented by writers in
the public press, which regards it as a bounden duty that religious knowledge should be imparted at the 
same time as secular instruction, and interwoven with the latter, not relegated to one hour either at the
beginning or end of the school work. It is not the duty of the State to say that this section of the· 
community is in error as to its view of the matter, but to allow it to inculcate its views on the minds of 
those who are willing to be so instructed, while the othei• section, which prefers no religious instruction, 

. shall have liberty to follow its view also. This can be done by simply paying each section by results for· 
proficiency in secular knowledge, and not int~rfering with the religious tenets of any denomination. To 
make education " Secular" in opposition to " Secular cU?n Religious," is, as Cardinal Manning very 
forcibly points out in the last number of the Nineteenth Centm·,1;, "to endow a 'Nonconformist religion,' 
which discards creeds and formularies." Liberty, ther~fore, should be given to each denomination to 
educate its children at school as it thinks fit, while the State insists on each such school attaining a certain 
standard, to· be de_cided by the State's Inspectors, in secular knowledge. 'l'his is not endowing any 
denomination, but really securing "liberty" in education for all, whether Protestants · or Catholics,. 
Atheists or Secularists. · 

6. I would-remunerate teachers in Public or Boa1;d Schools more liberally, and thus offer inducements-
for more efficient men to present themselves. · · 

7. No other suggestions. . 
8. General Remarks.-The want of one or more model or training schools is a great defect in the 

present system. Every teacher, by rights, should be trained thoroughly in a school of this kind before 
being sent ·forth to his work. But it will cost money. In the principal Model School I recently visited. 
in Adelaide, the salaries alone came to £1000 per year. One advantage of free schools would be that the
teacher would receive a regular fixed salary from the State, free from the worry of dragging school fees 
in driblets from unwilling and parsimonious pare,nts. If any g1,eat improvement is to be made in the
system, Parliament must be prepared· to increase the Education grant considerably. You can't make 
bricks without straw; and abusing the Council and Board of Education, though a very cheap, is a very· 
ineffectual remedy for shortcomings. I notice, not only in Tasmania, bu't everywhere, that the education 
of the people does not produce altogether the effect anticipated. It seems to create a shabby genteel class,. 
-with a spurious refinement, neither fish, flesh, nor fowl, ready to resort to anything for. a living but hard 
work, and therefore destined in time to become a dangerous class and a pauperized one. It is obvious that 
so long as this world lasts the bulk of mankind must earn their bread by the sweat of their brow, and that 
no education will emancipate them from this law. The only remedy I can suggest is to pay more attention, 
to technical education, to a training which will make the people more intelligent workers, artizans, and 
labourers, and therefore enabled to obtain a higher price for their labour, ·while a more complete knowledge
of their art would enable the!Il to take greater pleasure in i.ts exercise. I incline to the opinion that much 
of the socialistic and communistic feeling which now convulses th-e Old ·world is a consequence of this 
defect in education. A large class of people, partially educated, but not in the right direetion, aspires to, 
work for which there ·is either no demand, ·or one inadequate to satisfy the aspirants, who, therefore, 
endeavour to bring about a political and social chaos in .the· hope of something '' turning up" in the general 
scramble which will gratify their desires. No good can come out of this state of things, and every effort: 
should be made to avert it. 

9. 
10. I have long been of opinion that less time and attention should be devotecl to the study of the 

Classics by the Colonial youth generally, and more care given to acquiring what will be ·more useful to 
them in after life, viz., a knowledge of the useful Arts and Sciences. 'l'he study of Latin and G1·eek has 
its advocates and its advantages, but I believe the youth of these Colonies would find the study or 
Mathematics, Natural Philosopl1y, Cheirlistry, Mineralogy, and kindred subjects quite as interesting, and 
far more useful. 

11. 
12. Very little occurs to ~e beyond what I have st!lted in the foregoing answers. I may, however,, 

JDention that my attention having been directed to the questions given to be answered by the competitors-
for the Exhibitions of the Board of Education, I could not help thinking that so~e of these questions 
were scarce!_}' suitable for •childi·en of the specified age, or even pertinent to the subjects under which 
they were put. For instance, one question under the head of Geography, at the last competition, was to 
name the places· where certain towns were situated, and what were the p·rincipal industries by which their 
inhabitants were supported. The situation of the towns was· a fit and proper geographical subject of· 
examination, but I cannot see that the employments of the people were so-this belongs to Trade and 
Commerce, not to Geography; and I know that some of the youths had never been taught'this llS a part 
of their geographical lessons, and were thereto1:e quite nonplussed when such a question faced them •. 
Great judgment and discretion are needed in the framing of these questions. 

1& . 
14. No. 
15. By the appointment of additional paid Inspectors,'more frequent inspection of schools would, I. 

1hink, be secured with considerable advantage. . . · 
16. The vast importance of industrial eclucation appears to hav.e been overlooked in these questions. 

- . .· . . ' . ' ( 
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17. Q 

18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. I have no further observations to offer. 
23. I should like to see· classes in our Public' Schools for instruction in trades and industries of 

various kinds, and in Chemistry. The want of some SLtch clas.ses seems ·to be a great blot in the Public 
School system of a young colony. · 

:24. I·consider the Educational System of tLe Colony quite sufficient for its presPnt requirements, and 
tl1ink that the fewer changes in it the better. 

25. 
26. In reference to this question, I consid,3r the existing sys_tem of education in Tasmania to be 

radically defective, inasmuch as it does not enc::>urage the exercise of religious thought. dming scl1ool 
hours, nor does it provide for adequate special religious instrnction in the school ,:i,fter school hours. Thus 
the young are left without the means of cultivating the heart, at an age when such cultivation is absolutely 
necessary for their future welfare, whilst attention is solely confined to the improvement of the intellect. 
The result of snch training has been found, wherever it has had a trial, to he detrimental to morality and 
to the interests of society and religion. I woulcl therefore suggest the introduction of a system of 
payment by results, controlled by a Board or Minister of Education appointed by the State. This would 
meet the religious difficulty, create a healthy rivalry between schools, and put an end to monopoly, which 
I consider to· be as injurious to the advancement of education as it is to that of commercial affairs . 

. 27. I have no more suggestions to make, provided those contained in answer to Question No. 2 are 
carried ont. · 

28. . 
29. I have elsewhere entered at some length into the question of the improvement of the system of· 

primary education. As regards higher education, I believe that a considerable stimulus to efficiency 
might be given by granting moderate subsidies to the trustees or 9ther corporate authorities of the 
principal Grammar Schools, one condition of su-Jl1 aid being that they should be annually examined by 
qualified persons entirely unconnected with Tasoanian schools. Competent examiners might probably be 
obtained from the neighbouring colonies, or, failing this, it might be found practicable to appoint 
permanent officers, who should have charge also of all the examinations now conclucted under the auspices 
of the Council of Education. 

30. Great attention should be given by teachers to-(1.) Cleanliness of their pupils; and respectful 
manners should be exacted from them. (2.) A small sum of money should be annually· entrnsted to the 
Local School Board for the execution of petty repairs, also for the efficient emptying of earth closets and 
for regularly cleaning the school premises. Provision should be made for a snpply of Juel according to 
some proper arrangement with the Local Board. At present the question of warming the school is lefl: to 
chance, and I have frequently seen children so cold that they could not write or attend to· tbeir lessons. 
(3.) It would be very desirable to extend the range of subjects taught in primary schools-the elements .of 
G~ology, Botany, Natural History, and the Natural Sciences generally, might easily be tangh t. Provision~ 
might be made for a gi·ant (to any teacher who showed any qualification) towards the purchase ot 
app1iances for simple Chemical experiments, Magnetism, &c. ( 4.) Teache1·s should not be debarred from 
doing anything they please, out of school !tours. For instance, they might assist in any religious services 
they had a mind to, without any hindrance; anci, provided the.ir conduct or employment out of school was 
satisfacto1 y to the Local Board and not in any 1,ay prejudicial to the progress of the school, they ought not 
to be interfered with by the State. I have three foll services every Sunday, and a ride of 16 miles. Why· 
should not, the teacher be allowed to perform the mechanical duty of reading the lessons for me in the 
Church? In what possible way could such a practice interfere with his usefulness as a teacher? It seems. 
to me an unwarrantable interference with the "liberty of the subject" to put any restrictions of the kind 
upon teachers. (5.) The salaries of teachers should not be dependent on their school average. If the 
number of scholars in any school falls off, the teache1· should never suffer in a pecuniary sense, unless it 
can be shown by the Local Board that the falling off is directly due to the teacher himself (6.) Teachers 
should have no communications of any kind with parents of children, except through the Local Board. 
They should receive no fees from parents, and have no direct contact with them. 

31. l much regret that want of time has prevented my dealing more fully with all the above questions, 
and hope the suggestions will be of some use. 

32. 
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A P P E N D l C E S. 

I. 

RECOJ11.irlEJ.YDATIONS made in the Report of the Select Committee on r.aucation, laid 
upon the Table of the House of Assembly, September 7th, 1882. 

Youn Committee would suggest that Local School Boards should be reconstituted; the number being 
reduced to that extent which the varying conditions of different districts may require to insure the election 
of efficient members. One Local Board might very well act for two or more Public Schools where there 
are not sufficient competent persons to give a Local Board to each school. Half the members of these 
Boards should be elected by the ratepayers of the district or portion of the district concerned, and half 
should be nominees of the Minister of Education (i.e. the Chief Secretary), with the approval of the 
Governor in Council. The number of members of each Local Board might be reduced to five. 

The Local Boards thus constituted should, in the opinion of your Committee, have the following 
powers entrusted to them:- . 

I. All communications or reports made by or to the teacher should pass through the Local Board. 

II. While the power of appointment and promotion of teachers should be ve~ted in the paid head 
of the Department (subject to approval by the Minister of the Crown), no appointment 
should be made to or promotion in a Public School without the approval of the Local Board, 
and similarly the recommendation by a Local Board that a teacher should be reduced or 
dismissed should at least be regarded as adequate reason for the removal of such teacher. 

III. Local Boards should liave the power of deciding whether the m:inimum or r.iaximum ages of 
. compulsory attendance require alteration to meet the particular circumstances of theii· 
district; also of extending or reducing the maxim nm radius _prescribed for corn p_ulsory 
attendance where local conditions make such alteratio_n desirable. 

IV. To the Local School Board should be given the power of closing the school upon any 
emergency arising to necessitate such a course; also of giving a holiday for one <lay, and of 
excusing the attendance of children whose labour during harvest time is necessary to their 
parents or relatives,--this power being practically conferred upon a Local Board by the 
clause of the Compulsory Act above referred to. . 

V. It should be left to the discretion of the Local Board to authorise the use of a Public School 
( out of school hours) for other than school purposes. 

VI. Local School Boardi:: should be empowered and require_<l to inspect their schools twice a year, 
and to submit a report of such inspection to the Dircetor of Education; a copy of such 
report being given to the teacher for his information, and any necessary comment or 
explanation. · 

VII. The power of establishing Night Schools in conformity with Regulations should be vested 
in the Local Boards. 

VIII. To Local Boards should be entrusted the power of arranging for firing, and effecting of petty 
repairs, a sufficient sum being allotted in each case by the responsible Minister for the 
latter purpose, while the firing might be provided for by a small local rate or arrangement 
with those in the neighbourhood wl~o are interested in school work. 

With powers such as these conferred upon them the Local Boards should and would qecome useful 
members of the educational machinery: it could no longer be said of them, in the words of the Rev. Mr. 
Mason, Q. 442, "The larger portion of the functions allotted to School Boa1;ds are impossible to fulfil, and 
the remainder are so insignificant as not to be worth discharging." This is said of them now with perfect 
accuracy. 

In discharging the latter functions. proposed, Local School Boards would accept responsibility that 
now they cannot appreciate. There would be reason for their meeting at least once a month for the 
transaction of business; and full reports of these meetings should be required of them by the Director with 
the view of keeping him informed. of the progress of district work, and enabling him to check any 
irregularity of procedure. · 

Trainin.'} Scltool for Teacher.~. Your Committee consider that the absence o~ a Training School is a 
defect in the system of education at present existing. It is a link missing in the chain of gradation by 
which the pupil teacher rises to charge of a school. Mr. Clemons points this out, and mentions how he 
felt this. The evidence also shows that the standard of teacher's qualification does not rise to the level of 
the Vth and VIth classes of the taught, an anomaly that should be removed. The evidence of Mr. P. 0. 
Fysh shows that such a school has been contemplated as a necessity, and that the endowment of Mr. P. T. 
Smith, now amounting to £1300, exists for this purpose. 
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And your Committee are of opinion that a higher standard should be introduced in the Public Schools. 
Here, again, a link is missiug-; for the boy who leaves the elementary for a superior school is at a con
siderable disadvantage in entering upon his new scholastic career, in that he has had no teaching whatever 
in some of the subjects, known, as a matter of course, to the lads of his age whose whole training has been 
in the superior school. · 

A Standa:rd of Regular Attendance should be fixed, subject to such exceptions as may be made by 
Local Boards for good and sufficient reason. At present the responsibility of deciding what constitutes a 
minimum of attendance rests with the Magistrate. In one district a Magistrate might declare the minimum 
as four days a week, in another it might be fixed at three days a month. Your Committee would recommend 
a standard of 30 days a quarter. 

Fa.ctory .Eniploye Larv. Your Committee consider that legislation is required to prevent the emploJ
ment of children under 12 years of age in factories. This point is urged by the Visiting Officer, Mr. Stuart. 

A Standard ef Cornpetency should be prescribed, and children who have reached that standard should 
receive certificates relieving them from all necessity of compulsory attendance. 

II. 

SOH.EME .for a Reconstitution of the Oounr:il of Education on an enlarged basis, and without tlte 
necessity qf' P01·lia1nenta1·y interi,ention, drawn up by the Rev. R. D. PouLETT-lIARRIS. 

1. I PROPOSE that we associate with ourselves, as a Sena.tus Acadernicus, a body of men who shall 
consist of-

I. All University Graduates in the Island. 
II. All persons who have been admitted to the Degree of Barrister-at-Law at one of the English 

Inns of Court. 
III. A limited number of men distinguished by their attainments or their interest in Education. 

These last will be nominated in the first instance by the Council. 

2. All these might be designated Associated Members of the Council of Education (A.M.C.E.), or 
any other name that the Council shall deem suitable. For the present I will speak of them as Associated 
Members. 

3. T propose that the Associated Members shall be eligible for Committees in framing Schemes of 
Examination; that in the discussion of those schemes they shall sit and vote with the Council ( the Fifteen), 
and that their vote shall carry equal weight with those of the Council, subject to this limitation,
that when a scheme has been accepted by the U nitcd Council it shall be put to the vote of the Fifteen for 
confirmation. If rejected, or altered in important particulars, it shall be referred back to the United 
Council for further discussion. . 

4. After the first constitution of the Associated Body, those who come in under Clause III., Par. 1,. 
will be elected by the United Council, the votes of the Associated Members carrying equal weight with 
those of the Fifteen. ~roxy voting might be allowed in the case of Members residing at a distance. 

5. Vacancies in the Fifteen shall be filled py the votes of the United Council, with privilege of proxy 
voting. In order to keep within the provisions of the Scholarship Act, there might be a formal ratification 
of the election by a separate vote of the Fifteen. 

6. In the annual election of President of the Council only the Fifteen can have a vote. 

7. The financial affairs of the Council must also he managed by the Fifteen. 

8. In the discussion of bye-laws, the A.M.C.E. shall have a voice and a vote, subject to confirmation 
by a separate vote of the Fifteen. 

9. And. the same shall be the case in all the business of the Council, except the matters mentioned in 
Pars. 6 and 7. 

10. It might be well to fix a limit to the number of the elected Members of the Associated Body 
(Clause III., Par. 1); and that it should not be deemed necessary to keep the list filled up to the full extent 
of that limit. We should thus generally have a vacancy for any desirable man who does not come in under 
Clauses I. and II., Par. 1. 

I think that in acting thus proprio 1notu, the Council would acquire an immense accession of strength 
and influence. It would at once become a sort of University, gathering in all the elements that go to form 
an Academic Corporation, and all the highest education that the Colony affords, while, at the same time,. 
the Fifteen do not evade any of the duties or responsibilities which the Act enjoins. 
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III. 

1. 'I.'uE Training College proper, as established in older and more populous communities, is out of the 
question. A Boarding School for Students would be very costly to maintain, and it would be difficult to 
find openings for a number of trained teachers turned out year by year, with perhaps good literary qualifi
cation:,, but ill suited to the circumstances of the country schools, in which vacancies chiefly occur. 

2. The school-houses in Hobart which belong to the Board have been planned either for an antiquated 
und obsolete system, or without any reference to school requirements. It would be possible to adapt one of 
these to the· purposes of a Model School by a lar~e outlay; but it would be far better, both on the ground 
of economy and of convenience, to begin by building on a good plan ; and the cost of such a school as is 
required would not be greater than that of_ an ordinary school for from 200 to 300 scholars. 

3. The staff required_ would be a Head Master or Principal, a Mistress, _a Chief Assista_nt, and an 
Infant Mistress. The last three should be regularly trained and certificated teachers specially qualified for 
-their particular duties, and should be obtained from England. Moderate salaries would secure the services 
of any number of qualified candidates, but special care should be exercised in the selection. There are 
some grounds on which it would be desirable to get the Head Master from the Mot1ier Country also; but 
the difficulty of getting· one with the necessary personal qualifications for a position of great responsibility 
would be very much greater, and an unfortunate selection would imperil the success of the whole institution. -
The rest of the regular staff would consist of pupil teachers appointed under the existing regulations, or, 
preferably, ex-pupil teachers who had completed their term of service in other schools. These would 
represent the students in training, and, after passing through a prescribed course of study, would be qualified 
for employment as head assistants in the larger schools or as teachers of ordinary rural schools. The 
number of officers thus constituting the regular staff would of course be regulated by the number of scholars 
in ordinary attendance. In addition to the regular staff it would be highly desirable to find openings for 
persons wholly untrained, such as those who constitute the great majority of the teachers of small country 
schools; and for some time to come it would be advisable to restrict the advantage of attending the Model 
School to. those who are already in the service of the Board and have shown some aptitude for the pro
fession of teaching. The period of attendance should vary, according to circumstances, from one month to 
one year: and if there were no more than two of this class in attendance at one time, it would not be long 
before beneficial results would become apparent in the increased attendance and improved efficiency of the 
rnral schools. 

4. The Smith Endowment Fund coul(l not be better applied, nor applied more in accordance with t11e 
intention of the donor, than in contributing towards the cost of the maintenance of this class of teachers 
<luring their temporary residence in town. 

5. I cannot recomrµend the Board to adopt that part of the scheme which relates to an offer of prizes 
for the best essays on the subject under consideration. When it is considered that no one would be qualified 
to write with authority on the subject unless intimately acquainted with the working of the Tasmanian 
System of Education and its results, and also personally conversant with the various kinds of Training 
Schools in the Mother Country and the Colonies, it will be seen that there would be little or no competition 
of qualified writers, and that the judging of the essays could not be satisfactorily provided for. All the 
information that could be_ got trom an essay will be found in any standar<l work on education. 

rear. 

1872 ..•. 
1873 .... 
1874 .... 
1875 .. 
1876 .... 
1877 .... 
1878 .... 
1879 .•.. 
1880 .... 
1881. ... 

T. STEPHENS. 

IV. 
RETURN of Cost of Public Education during the past Ten Years. 

Teachers' Salai·ies, Rent.,, Salaries of Inspectors. Salary of Secretary and, alerks. School Fees received, from, 
RrJJa'irs, J:c. Parents. 

£ s. -d. ,£ s. d. £ s. 
12,342 7 9 450 0 0 3:24 10 
12,-572 0 11 450 0 0 330 0 
13,2:25 19 11 450 0 0 340 0 
14,598 3 1 450 0 0 410 0 
15,484 8 2 537 10 0 480 0 
15,380 2 4 800 0 0 540 0 
16,021 18 5 850 0 0 561 2 
16,562 10 11 900 . 0 0 610 0 

-16,518 12 2 900 0 0 650 0 
18,191 7 7 900 0 0 680 0 

Cost of 1ie1v Sc!tool Bu-ildings. 

Amount voted by Parliament ....••••••••....•••••• 
Buildings e1·ected or in course of erection ......••••••• 

d. £ s. d. 
4 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
7 
0 
0 
0 

3868 on 
4340 0 8 
4933 5 5 
4797 5 6 
5181 13 0 
5401 7 10 
5883 15 
6148 
6254 
7026 

£ s. d. 
30,436 13 8 
13,045 4 10 

9 
l 
7 

9 
l 
3 
2 

Balance availaqle . . . .. .................. £17,391 8 JO 

Cost of repairs to school buildings, the property of the 
l::5tate, during the year 1882 . . .. .. .. . . . . • .. .. .. .. £2357 9 ll 

------
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V. 
PROPUS.ED Erect-iQn of School Buildings under Public Schoois Erection Amendment Act 

, during 188:3 and 1884. 

I Ro.of W.-1Voocl. 
No. School . . Ohi!cl,··en to Description of Builil;ing. Estim,atcd. Cost. B.-Brick. 

[ be acc01n- S.-Stone .. 
modated. 

I ll.883. £ -~- d, 
l Batterv Point ... • • •••• I 350 School an<l Class-rooms 37:iO 0 0 Sand B. 
2 Charle"s-strcet ........... 350 Ditto 2875 0 0 Sand B. 
3 Beaconsfiel<l ............ 250 School and Residence 1584 10 0 w. 
4 Penguin ............•••. 100 Ditto 800 0 0 w. 
5 Fingal ................ 70 Ditto 900 0 0 B or S. 
6 Kangaroo Point ..••..... . 60 School-room .300 0 0 W. 
7 Kook ...........••.... 50 Ditto 34,3 0 0 w. 
8 Constitution Hill ........ 50 School and Residence 600 0 0 w. 
9 Scottsdale .............. 40 School-room 21::, 0 0 w. 

10 Tea Tree .............. 40 Ditto 275 0 0 w. 
II Turner's Marsh ..••••..•• 40 Ditto 250 0 0 w. 
12 Spreyton .............. 40 School and Residence 450 0 0 W. 
13 W oodsdale ..•.•• , ....... 40 Ditto 450 0 0 w. 
14 George Town ............ 40 Ditto 600 0 0 B. or S. 

· 15 Montagu .......... ·-· .. 40 Ditto 450 0 0 w. 
"16 Upper Piper's River ... .'. 40 l)itto 450 0 0 w. 
17 Lower Piper's River ..•.. 40 Ditto 450 0 0 w. 
18 Dry Creek ............•. 30 Ditto 390 0 0 w. 
19 Rokeby ••••••••••...... 30 Ditto 390 0 0 w. 
20 Fenton bury ....... . . .. 30 Ditto 390 0 0 w. 

-21 Leslie •.......••... _- .••. 30 Ditto 390· 0 0 W. 
-22 Longford ......•....... .. Residence *550 0 0 w. 
.23 L'lverston e .•.....•...... .. Ditto 350 0 0 w. 
24 Macqua1·ie Plains ........ .. Ditto 350 0 0 w. 
·25 Castle Forbes Bay ...... . . Ditto 350 0 0 w. 
26 J etsonville •••••.••••••.. .. Ditto - 250 0 0 W. 
27 Winkleigh .............. .. Ditto 250 0 0 w. 
28 Longford .............. . . Additions to School 514 0 0 
·29 Ross . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . I .Additions to Residence 273 12 3 
,30 Swansea ......••. · ...••.. .. Ditto 121 13 10 

£19,573 ](3 1 
Bah.nee available under Loans Bill t ........................ 10,436 13 8 

Amount to be provided for 1883 ........... ' .............. £9137 2 5 
~~.=_; 

188-1:. 
1 Wellington-street ........ 350 School and Claso-rooms 2900 0 0 S; & B. 
2 Honeywood ............. 100 School-room 600 0 0 w. 
3 Oatlands .............. 100 School and Residence· 1000 0 0 ·B. or S. 
4 Green Ponds ....•••••... 90 Ditto 900 0 0 B. or S. 
5 Sheffield .............. 80 School-room 550 0 0 w. 
6 Rail ton ..... •· .......... 50 School an<l Residence 600 0 0 W. 
7 Sandy Bay ..........•... 40 Ditto 500 0 0 w. 
8 Rosevale .............. 40 Ditto 450 0 0 W. 
9 Bluff ... .............. 40 Ditto 450 0 0 w. 

10 Forest ..••.............. 40 Ditto 450 0 0 w. 
11 Enfield ............... 40 Ditto 450 0 0 W. 
12 Springfield, •••....•••••. 40 Ditto 450 0 0 w. 
13 Tunbridge .............. 30 Ditto 390 0 0 w. 
14 Irish Town (Circular Head) 30 Ditto 390 0 0 w. 
15 Tongataboo ..••••..•... 30 Ditto 390 0 0 w. 
16 Franklin .•.•........•.•• Residence 500 0 0 B. 
17 Brown's River .......... Ditto 400 0 0 W. 
18 St. Leonard' s .....•.•••••• Ditto .500 0 0 s. 
19 Lefroy ........••.•••.•• Ditto 400 0 0 w. 
20 Green Point •••••• 0 ••••• Ditto 350 0 0 w. 
21 Moorina ..•.•...••.•.... Ditto 250 0 0 w. 
22 S::.· Leonard's ..••....•••. Additions to school 290 0 0 s. 
23 Perth ••....••••...•... · 1 Class-room 150 () 0 

£13,310 0 0 

• Proposed to purchase property already built. £ s. d. 
t Bafan•ce unde1· 38 Viet. No. 17 .... ······································ 1036 13 8 

Raised under 45 Viet. No. 38 .•..••••••••••.•••••••••••.••••••••••••••..• • 9400 0 0 

£10,436 13 8 
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VI. 
RETURN of Certfficated Teachers, rfotingui.~ll'ing those who have been re.ff1tlar(1J trained 'l'.,i Enr;land: 

01· elseroltere .froni tltose rvho have obtained Certificates o+· Competency under tlte Board of Education, 
showing the Annual Income of each. 

CERTIFICATED TEACHERS TRAINED IN GREA'l' BRITAIN AND ELSlsWIIERE. 

Present Estimated Annual 

Name. Classification Income from all nemm·ks. under sources, incl1uling 
Board. value of residonce. 

£ s. d. 
1 Clemons, J. N ............ a;, Class I. 325 9 4 1st Division of 3rd Year Degree of Merit, Great 

Britain. 
2 Kidd, W. H ............... * Ditto 76fi 13 3 2nd Class, 2nd Division, Certificate of Com-· 

mittee of Privy Council of Education. 
3 l\1cPhee, l\'I .............. Ditto 4G5 10 2 Queen's Scholar, N orinal Training College, 

Reynolds, W. J. J ....... Ditto 
Glasgow. , 

4 667 9 3 1st Class Queen's Scholar, Cheltenham Training· 
College. ~f Privy Council of Education. 

5 Roberts, Geo ............. Ditto 250 18 5 1st Degree of t erit, Certificate of Committee· 
6 Rule,C. H ................ ;j:, Ditto 340 14 6 1st Division of 1st Degree of :i'lforit, Certificate· 

of Committee of Privy Council of Education. 
7 Ball, Thos ................ * Class II. New Appointment. 1st Division of 2nd Degree of Merit, Certificate· 

~~ 

of Committee of Privy Council of Education. 
8 Hall, Chas ................ Ditto 230 0 0 British and Foreign Training School Diploma. 
9 Rees, J. D ................ * Ditto 196 18 0 1st Class Certificate of Committee of Privy 

'Council of Education. 
lO Campbell, Alexander ... «: Class III. 161 0 0 3rd Division of 2ml Degree of Merit, Certificate-

of Committee of Privy Council of Education .. 

TEACHERS WHO HAVE OBTAINED CNRTIFICATES OF Co~IPETENCY UNDER THll l'RlsSEX'.l' CLASSil'ICATION 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

, , 9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
3S 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 

REGULATIONS OF 'l'lrn BOARD OF EDUCATION. 

·He:ita~1 G. T. H ....... Class I.. Div. B. 
Smith, ltichd. .... ..... .. . Ditto 
Kildea, Thos. ... ......... Class II. Div. A. 
Lovell, S. O .............. * Ditto 
Montgomery, J.P,...... Ditto 
Willicombe Alfred .... Ditto 
Blyth, W. C .............. * Class II. Div. B. 
Darcey, M. F ............ .'" Ditto 
Harley, A. J ............. ~' Ditto 
Pierce, R. W. ............ Ditto 
Roche, J. S ................ * Ditto 
Blackwood, A. C ..... ,.* Class!II.Div.A 
Burton, E ..... ; .......... ,;:. Ditto 
Edgar, J. C ............. .'~ Ditto 
Lloyd, Geo .............. * Ditto 
Low, J. J. . ... ... ......... Ditto 
Purvis, David............ Ditto 
Johnston, J. F ........... «· Ditto 
Alexander, •r ............. ,;:. Class III. Div.B 
Barnett, '\Vm ............ .'~· Ditto 
Barrett, Thos. ...... ...... Ditto 
Blyth, E. P ............. .'~· Ditto 
Brown, Ohio ............. «· Ditto 
Chisholm, D. D. H ..... •~· . Ditto 
Cole, Henry . .. . . . .... ... Ditto 
Figgis, W. J. ............ Ditto 
Finch, F. A. . ... . . . • ... Ditto 
Freeman, J. T ....... ;... Ditto 
Flanagan, P. B.......... Ditto 
Gregory, A. P.. ......... Ditto 
GriHin, Hichtl. . ......... Ditto 
Hope, C. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . Ditto 
Hurst, H. C .............. *· Ditto 
Ironside, S. E ........... ,;:. Ditto 
Lan~ley, J ................ ~' Ditto 
Lewis, H. J. B........... Ditto 
McLeod, R. G ........... "' Ditto 
l\'IileR, John............... Ditto 
:Miller, H. L .............. * Ditto 
Pnllen, Thos ............. * Ditto 
Hobertson, Robert...... Ditto 
Scott, William ......... Ditto 
Shennari, John ........ * Ditto 
Swine, H. L ............ ·"' Ditto 
Taylor, James............ Ditto 
"Wellard, A. C .......... .'"'\ Ditto 
Vi'ood, Alfred ............ * Ditto 

286 16 9 Trained Pupil Teacher. 
253 6 3 Ditto. 
236 O 5 Ditto. 
220 17 11 
151 11 1 
200 18 B 
221 1 9 
222 15 · 0 
190 2 7 
173 1 6 
193 0 0 
194 15 2 
117 9 10 
173 13 2 
167 4 3 
152 2 8 
155 13 2 
194 12 4 
157 19 7 
175 4 3 
126 15 6 . 
1:39 16 11 
145 19 ,3 
177 2 4 
122 13 6 
134 19 3 
H6 4 6 
124 14 0 
107 6 0 
127 13 0 

6:3 18 9 
143 1 4 
205 10 11 
192 17 4 
135 18 10 
102 11 3 
128 14 5 
163 13 6 
152 18 4 
135 0 0 
171 15 10 
130 17 9 
123 14 10 
106 11 1 
138 10 3 
189 7 8 
108 17 3 

Trained Pupil Teacher. 
Ditto. 

Trained Pupil Teacher. 
Ditto. 

T~·ained Pupil Teacher. 

Trained Pupil Teacher. 
Ditto.· · 
Ditto. 

Ti·ained 'Pupil Teacher. 

Small attendance reduced income.: 

Trained Pupil Teacher. 

" Wi\"cs or relatives associate~ with IIq,1<1 '.l'cnchc1; ancl salary, incluclcd in the nmount stated. 

Hobm-t. 10th April~ 1883. GEO. RICHARDSON, Sccretm·y Board <if Education. _______ ,_ 
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vrr: 

RETURN ef Uncertiffrated Teaclt'er.~, sltorving Annual Income of eac!t. 

Nam!'. 

Annual Income from 
Present Classification all som ces, h1cl11d-

under Board. ing value of resi
dence. 

Remarks. 

------,---------- ----------1-----------------
l\LlLJ,S. 

Abel, l\f. J., a,nd Wife ...... . 
Brain, Thos ..................... . 
Cow bro, Thos .................. . 
Dakin, vVm .................... . 
Ford, vVm ..................... . 
Fraser, Jas., and vVife ...... . 
Giblin, Robt., and Daughter 
Gray, F. E. N ............... . 
Gumley, Robt ................ . 
Hartnett, Denis, and Sister. 
Hutchins, W. H ............... . 
Hutchins, Chas., and Wife .. . 
Huxtable, F., and Wife ..... . 
Kelly, Jas., and Wife ........ . 
Kenner, vVm .................. . 
Mason, R., and Wife ........ . 
Mather, J. B., and Wife ... . 
Pearce, Geo ................. . 
Richardson, E., and Wife .. . 
Smith, H., and Wife .... · .... . 
Young, Thos ................... . 

FEMALES. 

Barrett, Mrs. E ............... . 
Bell, Miss E .................. . 
Bilton, Mrs. E. R. ........... . 
Mattson, Miss E. L .......... . 
l\1c Williams, Miss S ......... . 
Morey, l'ifrR. E. M ............ . 
Plunkett, Miss l\lJ. J ......... . 
Ryale, Miss J .................. . 
White, Miss S ................. .. 
Wright, Miss M. B .......... . 

M,\LRS. 

Brown, A. H., and vVife ... . 
Cheek,lvI. ....................... . 
Downie, vV. A., and Sister .. . 
Farquhar, vV. P ............... . 
Gilclerson, vV. J ............... . 
Hadfield, A. E ................ . 
Hardy, G ...................... . 
Hayes, J. J ..................... . 
Heathorn, J. H ............... . 
Horwood, C. E. S. C ......... . 
Hutton, J. W .................. . 
Kean, H ........................ . 
Littlejohn, J ................... . 
Lovell, E. A., and Wife ..... . 
McVilly, R., and Wife ..... . 
Mold, F. W ..................... . 
Morrison, D., and Daughter 
Murray,D. H .................. . 
O'Brien, D ..................... . 
Pybus, vV. B .................. . 
Simpson, John ................. . 
Tolland, D ..................... . 
Weeding, A .................... .. 
Wyatt,A ........................ . 

FEMALES. 

.Alomes, Miss F ............... . 
Blackett, Miss E ............. . 
Blacklow, Mrs. E. ........... . 
Briant, Miss E. H ............ . 
Campbell, Miss A. M ...... _. 
Campbell, Miss J ............ . 
Curphey, Mrs. A . ............ . 
Davis, Miss C. M . .......•.••• 
Edwards, Miss M. E .......••. 
Kelly, Miss .M:: A ............ . 
Martin, Mrs. A ............... . 
Marshall, Miss R. ............ . 
McGinniss, Mrs. C ........... . 
Morris by, Miss C ............. . 
Morrison, Miss J ........•....• 
Porter, Mrs. M.M ............ . 
-Robertson, Miss M ...•...••..• 

Prob. Class, Div. A. 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Prob. Class, Di.v. A. 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Prob. Class, Div. B. 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto· 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Prob. Class, Div. B. 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

· Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

£ s. d. 
145 2 6 
89 11 0 
!J4 5 0 

100 5 11 
70 18 11 

127 17 2 
127 18 5 
86 14 6 

103 15 4 
109 5 0 

88 4 10 
117 0 6 
121 19 0 
103 1 5 

!JO 1 2 
127 17 3 
108 12 10 

91 10 2 
103 12 3 
118 0 0 
91 9 1 

100 1 9 
64 17 10 
64 4 5 
74 9 0 

101 13 3 
6!) 10 0 
70 6 ;3 
gg 10 9 
54 19 11 
70 5 0 

89 2 9 
70 3 0 

106 2 0 
67 18 5 
77 2 0 
83 9 3 
78 1 8 
77 10 2 
71 7 IO 
57 13 4 
69 0 0 
61 11 2 
83 17 9 
95 7 4 
79 15 7 
65 2 6 
74 17 7 
45 17 7 
67 5 9 
57 13 11 
68 7 8 
82 8 2 
82 9 3. 
70 0 6 

61 19 1 
56 3 0 
52 8 3 
66 16 0 
50 17 7 
46 6 9 
42 1 0 
47 9 3 

· 60 9 6 
37 3 7 
50 6 0 
64 16 6 
50 3 0 
65 18· 2 
64 2 3 
48 6 1 
63 19 5 

Trained Pupil Teacher. 

Trained Pupil Teacher. 

Trained Pupil Teacher. 

Trained Pupil Teacher. 

Trained Pupil Teacher. 
Passed Paid Monitor. 

Passed Paid Monitor. 

Trained Pupil Teacher. 

Trained Pupil Teacher. 

Passed Paid :Monitor

Trained Pupil Teacher. 

Trained Pupil Teacher. 

Trained Pupil Teaeher. 

Trainoo Pupil Teacher. 

.,, 
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Annual Income from 

11i"ame. Presemt C!assification all sources, includ Remarks. under Board. ing value of resi-
den,ce. 

£ s. d. 
Tapp, Mrs. C. E ........ Prob. Class, Div. B. 62 3 10 
Townley, Mrs. M. E ...• Ditto 44 11 0 
Wickins, Miss F. M .... Ditto 57 8 0 Trained Pupil Teacher. 
Wragg, Miss L. E ....... Ditto 61 8 2 

PROVIS!ON.U. T1MCHERS 

Fitzpatrick, J. E ..... ;i .. · 40 6 4 
Williams, Fredk .......... 50· ]0 5 
Alomes, Miss H ..... , .... 34 10 8 
Dean, iVIrs.·C. M ......... 36 17 10 
Hallam, Miss 111. G ..... 29 8'6 
Kearney, lVIiss F ......... 37 16 !) 

Luttrell, iYirs. S. B ......• 30 12 !) 

Newitt, Miss J!; .......... 39 10 3 
Quinn, Miss M ........... 36 5 7 
Reardon, Miss K. E .... 38 15 0 
Robertson, Miss V ....... 44 8 6 

FEMALE ASSISTANT 
TEACH-ERS. 

1 Balfe, Mrs. M ............. 60 0 0 
2 Barnett, Mrs. E. J ...... .' 30 0 0 
3 Bennett, Miss I. A ....... 20 0 0 Passed Paid. Monitor. 
4 Blyth, Miss H.B. S ....... 30 0 0 Ditto. 
5 Carter, Miss F. M ....... 30 0 0 Ditto. 
6 Chamley, Miss S ......... 20 0 0 
7 Chivers, Miss E. J ....... 20 0 0 
8 Curry, Miss E. A ........ 30 0 0 
9 D'Ernden, Miss A. E .... 50 0 0 Trained Pupil Teacher. 

10 Dodge, Miss S ............ 30 0 0 
11 Firth, Miss M. T ......... 20 0 0 
12 Foley, Miss M. G ....... 30 0 0 
13 Fulton, Miss M. A ....... 60 0 0 Trained Pupil Teacher. 
14 Garity, Miss S ............ 30 0 0 
15 Gibson, Miss M .........• 30 0 0 
16 Hartnett, Miss E ........ 30 0 0 
17 Hayton, Miss L .......... 20 0 0 
18 Hill, Miss M .............. 30 0 0 

Trained Pupil Teacher. 19 Hughes, Miss iVI. C ...... 20 0 0 
20 Hughes, Miss S. L ....... 30 0 0 Passed Paid Monitor. 
21 Hunt, Miss F. E .......... 35 0 0 Trained Pupil Teacher. 
22 Ja mes, Miss I. ............ 30 O· 0 I Passed Paid Monitor. 
23 Jessop, Miss C ............ 20 0 O· 
24 Langham, Miss M. E ... 30 0 0 I 

25 Littlejohn, Miss M ...... 30 0 0 

I P,ssol p,.;d Mnnito,. 

26 McCrear:fc; Mrs·. S ....... 40 0 0 
27 Mc Dona d, Miss F ....... 30 0 0 
28 Millar, Miss M. M ....... 30 0 0 
29 Morey, Miss Sara ........ 20 0 0 Ditto. 
30 Morris, Miss A ........... 30 0 o•,· 
31 O'Bcirne, Miss J ... _ ...... 30 ·O 0 
32 Pearn, Miss C. E. ....... 30 0 0 
33 _Pulfor, Miss A. J ....... · .. 30 0 0 
34. Robson, Miss M. M ..... 30 0 0 
35 Ilciwland, Miss M ....... 30 0 0 
36 Ryan, Miss M. E ........ 30' 0 0 

· :37 Sheridan, Miss A ........ 30 0 0 
38 Smellie, Miss M .......... 40 0 0 Trained Pupil Teacher. 
39 Turner, Miss A .......... 30 0 0 
40 Vaughan, Miss E ........ 30 0 0 
41 Woodburn, Mrs. E .. J .. 30 0 0 
42 Weathered, Miss D. E .. 

1. 

30 0 0 
43 W!1iteley, ~iiss F. M ... I 35 0 0 Trained Pupil Teacher. 
44 Wilson, Miss S. F .••.... 30 0 ·o Passed Paid Monitor. 
45 Young, Miss E ........... 35 0 0 Trained Pupil Teacher. 

Where wives or relatives are associated with Head_ Teachers the ~alary is included in the amount stated. 
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VIII. 

BOARD OF EDUCATION . 
.RETURN of Teachers appointed prior to .Regulation for Classification, and not classified, showing 

Annual Income of each. 

Name. 

Male. 
Bell D., and naughter ...•.•.• ~ •... 
Burgess, M., and Wife , ••..••.••.. 
Duncanson, M., .and Wife ....... . 
Hughes, S., and Wife ••••..••••.. 
Palmer, P ...........••......••.• 
Pullen, G., and Wife ..••••••.... 
Ridley, W;_· .....••••••.......... 
Roper, A ............ .... · ......... . 
Smith, A. W., and Wife .. : •••••.. 

Annual 
Income. 

£ s. d. 
158 4 0 
198 2 9 
195 8 11 
294 7 0 
158 16 1 
174 3 11 
143 0 6 
146 10 6 
154 16 6 

Name. 

Stevens, W., and Daugl1ter ..•••.•••. 
Wright, Thos., and Daughter ...... . 

Females. 
Foster, Miss C .•••...••.......... 
Gregory, Mrs. F ............••...• 
Kidd, Mrs. E ..........••........ 
Pilcher, Mrs. L .. ................ . 
Troy, Mrs. C .••...•••......... ; •• 

"' Trained Pupil Teacher. 

Annual 
Income. 

£ s. d. 
173 14 3 
196 12 3 

63 10 5 
46 0 0 

179 5 7 
70 10 6 
82 14 10 

Board of Education,.Hobart, 15th May, 1883: 
GEO. RICHARDSON, Secretary. 

IX. 
BOARD OF EDUCATION. 

AVERAGE Income of Teaclters appointed prior to existing Regulations for Cla.~sif,,cation. 

No. of Teachers. Average Income. 

11 
5 

Males ..........••.............................. 
Females ... 

£ s. d. 
181 5 2 

88 8 3 

GEO. RICHARDSON, Secretary. 
Board of Education, Hobart, l5tli May, 1883. 

X. 
BOARD OF EDUCATION. 

AVERAGE Income of Teachers of all Classes at present employed under the Board qf Education. 

No. of 
Teachers. 

10 

2 
4 
5 
6 

28 
21 
10 
24 
21 
11 
45 

3 
5 
2 
3 
4 
4 
4 
4 

39 

Classes. 

English Trained Teachers ...••.........••......••.•.......... 
Teachers holding Tasmanian Certificates :-

Class I. Division B .................•...... -....•.... 
,, II. ,, A. _. ............................... . 
,, II. ,, B.·_. .............•..........•..•.... 
,, III. ,, A ................................. . 
,, III. ,, B. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........•..... 

Probationary Class, Division A. Males ......••.........•...... 
,, ,, A.- Females . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . 
,, ,, B.. Males ....................... . 
,, ,, B. Females ..................... . 

Teachers of Provisional Schools . . . . • ......................... . 
Fem.ale Assistant Teachers ................................... . 
Pupil Teachers.-Fourth year. Males . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . • • • • . .. 

,, 
,, 
,, 
,, 
,, 
,, 
,, 

Paid Monitors 

,, Females ....................... . 
Third year. Males . . . . . . . . . . .........••.... 

,, Females ....................... . 
Second year. Males .....•.................... 

,, 
First year. 

,, 

Females ........................ . 
Males ...........•....... , . • • • • • 
Females .•.•••........ · ....•• • • • • 

Average Income .. 

£ s. d. 
340 9 3 

270 1 6 
202 7 2 
200 0 0 
160 3 0 
140 8 3 
105 11 6 
70 19 9 
74 5 2 
54 19 10 
38 2 0 
30 15 6 
40 0 · 0 
30 0- 0 
30 0 0 

-25 ·o o 
20 0 0 
20 0 0 
15 0 0 
15 0 0 
12 0 0 

Board ef Education, Hobart, 15th j}Jay, 1883. 
GEO. RICHARDSON, Secretary. 
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XI. 

BOARD OF EDUCATION, TASMANIA. 

Number of Pupil Teachers who have passed through their apprenticeship, 1859 to 1883...... 85 

N b f E ·1 T h l d · · h f h l { In charge . . . . . . . . . . 26 um er o x-pup1 eac ers now emp oye or m c arge o sc oo s... A • t t 7 SSIS ans ......... . 

Total ................................................... ~............... 33 

Number of Ex-pupil Teachers now employed who have obtained certificates of competency... 13 

Hobart, 10th April, 1883. GEO. RICHARDSON, Secretary Board of_Education. 

XII. 

Number of Schools in which the average daily attendance for the year 1882 fell 
below 20 . . . . . • . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55* 

• Included in this number are six half-time Schools. 

Number of Schools in which the reduced payment to Teachers by capitation 
fees was made for the half-year ended 30th June, 1883, under the operation 
of Section 11 of Board's Regulations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . 20 

GEO. RICHARDSON. 

XIII. 

TASMANIAN COUNCIL OF EDUCATION. 

-JlETU RN sltorving Number qf Candidates for Tasmanian Scholarship, and tlte Number qualified in 
each Year, from 1861 to 1882, inclusive. 

Year. No. of No. No. Remarks. Candidates. qualified. awarded. 

1861. ....... 2 None. -
1862 ........ 3 2 2 
1863 ........ 1 1 1 
1864 ........ - - - No examination. 
1865 ........ 2 1 1 
1866 .....•.. 3 1 1 
1867 ........ 5 1 1 One of the five Candidates retired through ill-
1868 ....•... 4 1 1 health on second day of Examination. 
1869 ........ 3 1 1 
1870 ........ 3 None. -
1871. ....... 3 1 1 
1872 ........ 2 1 1 
1873 ........ 5 2 2 
1874 ........ 5 3 2 
1875 ........ 6 4 2 
1876 ........ 5 2 2 
1877 ........ 3 2 2 
1878 ....•... 5 2 2 
1879 ..•.•... 5 1 1 
1880 ........ 6 4 2 
1881 ..•••••. 3 3 2 
1882 ........ 5 3 2 

79 36 29 

GEO. RICHARDSON. 
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XIV. 
TASMANIAN COUNCIL OF EDUCATION. 

RETURN shoming Number of Oandidatesfor the .Associate of A1·ts Degree, and tlte Ntt1nbe1· who 
qualified, from 1860 to 1882, inclusive. 

YEAR. Remarks. 

~---!----------- ----------!·----------------

1860.... 12 
1861.... 12 
1862.... 10 
1863.... 6 
1864.... 6 
1865.... 15 
1866.... 7 
1867.... 10 
1868.... 5 
1869 ... ; 10 
1870.... 8 
1871.... 13 
1872..... 11 
1873.... 13 
1874.... 18 
1875.... 12 
1876.... 12 
1877.,.. 17 
1878..... 16 
1879.... 21 
1880.... 14 
1881.... 12 
1882.... 14 

4 
8 
5 
3 
6 

15 
7 

10 
5 
8 
5 

11 
9 

10 
13 

8 
11 
14 
14 
17 
13 
11 

9 

3 
2 
I 

2 
7 
2 
5 
3 
6 
4 
8 
3 
4 
5 
3 
6 

10 
6 

12 
9 
9 
5 

I 
2 
1 
3 
2 
2 
2 
3 
0 
I 
0 
2 
I 
2 
7 
4 
3 

4 
3 

2 
6 
3 
2 
2 
I 
I 
1 
5 
4 
I 
I 
2 

4 -
6 2 

3 
I 

2 
3 
2 
2 . 2 

- - - - - Including I over a!l,'e in 1st Class, Males. 

8 
3 
4 
4 
7 
3 
3 
6 
7 
5 

10 

6 4 
2 -

2 
I 

2 - -
4 I 2 
4 3 -
3 -
3 2 

3 
I 

6 
5 

I 
I 

2 
2 4 -

4 2 -

DiLto. 

Ditto. 

[I female in 3rd Class. 
I Including 2 over age-I male in Class 2 and 
2 ,, 2 ,, in 3rd Class, females. 
I ,, I ,, in 2nd Class, females. 
I ,, 1 ,, in 1st Class, females. 
2 ,, 2 ,, in 3rd Class, females. 

3 
2 
2 
2 

,, 1 ,, in 3rd Class, males. 
,, I ,, in 1st Class, females. 

TOTALS 1274 216 115 55 46 60 143 16 11 16 13 over . age. 

xv. 
SUMJ.W.ARY Classification of Scltola1·s in 1867 and 1881. 

:i!.SG'J'. 

Cq.ss. 

I. II. III. IV. v. 

Under Six years ..••••.......... 602 57 3 - -
Between Six and Seven years .... 376 129 9 8 -
Between Seven and Eight years .. 291 214 60 16 -
Between Eight and Nine years .•.. 203 251 118 49 14 
Between Nine and Ten years .... 121 211 220 72 21 
Between ·Ten and Eleven years .. 71 168 224 110 30 
Over Eleven years .......•••••.. 82 207 405 303 174 

TOTAL .........•.•. · .••.. 1746 1237 1039 558 239 

Per-centage of Scholars .......... 24·09 11·81 12·92 13·18 .12·57 

Under Four years ............... 88 I - - - -
F_our years • • • • • • • • • • •••Cl • • • .. 249 2 - - -
Five years .......... • ••• Q •••• 467 29 - - -
Six years ..••• ~ ••.....•........ 648 132 5 - -
Seven years ...•.......•..••.... 637 348 29 2 

, -
Eight years ••.••.••......••••. .' 428 529 166 19 -
Nine years .................... 273 51'3 304 61 8 
Ten years ...........•......••.. 150 422 426 184 46 
Eleven years •••• 0 ••• •••••••••• 86 269 345 251 78 
Twelve years • ■ • I • • e e • • • 9 • • • • • • 32 178 251 237 112 
Thirteen years .•• ~ ••.•••••..•... 22 77 166 237 113 
Fourteen years and over ........ 16 61 102 167 111 

TOTAL •••..•..••••..•••• 3096 2560 1794 1158 468 

Per-centage of Scholars ••••••••.. 33·42 27·63 19·36 12·49 5·05 

VT. ToTAL. 

- 662 
- 522 I 

- 581 
- 635 

3 648 
15 618 
79 1250 

97 4916 
-==-~ 

25·43 

- 88 
- 251 
- 496 
- 785 
- 1016 
- 1142 

1 1160 
4 1232 

20 1049 
34 844 
53 668 
78 535 

190 9266 

2·05 
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XVI. 

BOARD OF EDUCATION. 

GO1.WP.A.R}1TIVE Statement qf Schools, Expenditure, .Attendance, g·c. undei· the Board of 
Education, in Years 1867 and 1881. 

1 Number of schools in operation .....•.•.....•........ 
2 N urn ber of scholars on rolls •..•.......••••••••••••• 
3 N timber of scholars in average attendance ....•••••... 
4 Per-ccntage of attendance to number on rolls ••••••••.. 

5 Number of head teachers certificated . . . . • ...•..•••. 
6 Number of head teachers uncertificated ............••.. 
7 Number of assistants, pupil teachers, and paid monitors .. 

8 Total expenditure on account of teachers . • . . • •.•••••.. 
9 Ditto inspection •...•.....••••...•.•..•••.•...•• 

10 Ditto truant officers ..•....•.... ; ........•.•.•.. 
11 Ditto miscellaneous, including repairs, rents, school 

appliances, &c ....•.....••...........•....•..••..• 
12 Total expenditure on account of administration •.•.••.•.. 
13 Total education expenditure ••••..••••••••..•••••••••.• 

14 Average cost per scholar on rolls, per annum •. -. ....•. 
15 Average cost per scholar in average attendance, per annum. 

16 Total fees paid by pupils .......................... .. 
17 Average annual payment by pupil on rolls ..•.•.•..•.. 
18 Ditto ditto in average attendance .....•......••.... 

19 Total education outlay, including fees paid by pllpils •••• 
20 'l'otal annual edllcation outlay per scholar on rolls .•.... 
21 Ditto ditto in average attendance ...............••• 

22 Number of free scholars tmder instruction ...•••...... 

23 I Amount paid to teachers for free scholars ■-••••••••••••• 
24 A vemge payment for each free scholar . . • .•••........ 

XVII. 

J!.867. 1881. 

105 175 
5419 9258 
4112 6701 
75·88 72·38 

.. 56 

.. 112 
84 179 

£ s. d. £ .f. d. 
10,066 18 0 15,630 12 9 

686 13 9 1318 9 7 .. 257 19 O· 

153113 7 2292 15 10 
683 1 6 726 18 5 

12,968 6 10 20,226 15 7 

2 7 10! 2 3 8.l 
4 ,. 3 3 1 3 0 4i 

3658 2 8 7026 7 2 
0 13 6 0 15 2¼ 
0 17 9½ 1 0 11¾ 

16,626 9 6 27,253 2 9 
3 1 4.1 2 18 10½ 4 
4 0 10½ 4 1 4 

1118 1250 
£ s. d. .£ s. d . 

470 15 9 475 7 6 
0 8 5 0 7 7 

GEO. RICHARDSON, Secretary. 

TABLE showing the result of an examination of Prisoners confined in the Hobart Gaol said to be 
able to read and write. 

W1·itin.r7 from Dictation.-43 examined. 8 could not write at all ; 18 could scarcely write at all ; 
9 indifferently; 8 correctly. 

Ar-ithmetic.-20 would not attempt both simple addition and very easy long division; 7 'wrong ;: 
16 correct. 

Of above 43, 18 have acquired much of what they do know in the gaol school. The best of the 43 
entered gaol almost entirely illiterate. 



XVIII. 

OOMPA.RA.TIVE Statement of Jhe Systems of Education in the Australian (Jolonies and othe1· Oount1·ies, 

· Pree or otherwise. 

COUNTRY, 

Free. Fees, 

N. S. WALES ... Free only for 8d.aweekpaid 
those un- into General 
able to Revenue ; all 
pay, children over 

four in one 
family free. _ 

NEW 
LAND 

ZEA-
Free for 

primary 
schools. 

VICTORIA ...... Free as to 
primary edu
cation, but 
fees paid for 
Latin, 
French, Eu
clid, Algebra, 
Trigonome
try,Mensura
tion, Book
keeping, 
elements .of 
Natural 
Science. 

S. AUSTRALIA .. 

I 

Fees charged. 
at Superior 
State schools. 

Fees 4d. to 6d. a 
week for those 
able to pay, 
these fees be-

luments. 

ing portion ol 
teachers' emo-

1.-}?REE, SECULAR, COMPULSORY, OR OTHERWISE ; COST OF. PUBLIC SCHOOLS HOW MET. 

Secular or otherwise. Compulsory or otherwise. 

Common s&lruols 
with Religious 
Teaching. 

Non-sectarian: an 
hour a day il
lowedforteach
ing by ministers 
of religion, at
tendance during 
which optional. 

Common Schools 
without Religious Denominational. Compulsory. 
Teaching. 

Strictly secular. 

Strictly secular. 

Strictly secular dur
ing school hours 
( 4½), but school 
may be opened ¼ 
hour before time 
tor Bible reading._ 

I I 

Compulsory. 

pompulsory. 

Compulsory. 

Compulsory. 

Optional. 

Cost rif Public School met by-

State wholly. 

Capitation grant of £3 
15s., with ls. 6d. ad
ditional for scholarships, 
and special votes for 
training schools, build
ings, and inspection : 
also land reserves,w hich 
in 1881 yielded £33,414. 
Further capitation grant 
of 10s. withdrawn. 
Out of Consolidated 

Revenue. 

State and 
Fees. 

The whole 
cost of edu
cation paid 
out of Con
solidated 
Revenue, 
into which 
fees are paid 
as collected. 

State and fees. 
The State out 
of Consoli
dated Re
venue and 
rents of 
"dedicated 
lands." Thi~ 
rent in 1881 
was £11,425. 

State and State, Local 
Local Bodies, and 

Bodies. Fees. 



... 

. SYSTEMS OF EDUCATION-continued. 

Free or otherwise. Secular or otherwise. CompulsonJ or otherwise. Cost of Public School met"by-

COUNTRY. 
Common · Schools Common Schools Statii State State, L0ca! 

Free, Fees. with Religious without Religious Denominational. Compulsory. Optional. wholly. and State and Local Bodies. Bodies, and 
Teaching. Teaching .. Fees. Fees. 

-

QUEENSLAND. Free in pri- - - Strictly secular dur- - Compulsory. - - - One-fifth cost of build- -
mary schoofa. · ing school hours ings and improve-

(four by law, five ments met by private 
by regulation). subscriptions. Cost 

of minor school requi-
sites met by parents. 
The State provides for 
all other expendi-
ture. 

ENGLAND ...... - Fees from ~d. Religious instruc- - - Compulsory, - - - - The State ·con-
to 9d., fixed by tion imparted as pre- tributes by 
Local Board. under rules of scribed by Parliamentary 

Local Board. regulations votes. Local 
Conscience of local rates and fees 

- clause observed. authorities. provide the re-
mainder. 

FRANCE ......... Free; law of - - Secular. Ministers - Compulsory - - - State, and ratepayers. -
June 16th, of several corn- Kt law of 
1882. munions may have arch 29, 

free and equal ac- 1882. 
cess to impart re-
ligious instruction. 

FRENCH 
SWITZERLAND Free. - - Teacher forbidden - Compulsory Optional in - - Cost m_et by Com- -

to introduce ariy- in four out Geneva. munes, but State 
thing of religious of five Can- aid granted where 
dogma. tons. necessary. 

HOLLAND ...... In 1873 edu- May be exacted - School teaching - - Optional, but - - Mainly by the Com- The Commune, 
cation was by the Com- secular. Religious the law sane- mune, but State and aided where 
free in 241 mune, but this teaching left to the tionsthe Provinces aid to necessary by 
of the 1131 not obligati;iry. ministers of re- practice of some extent-. Provincial and 
Communes,. ligion, who may compelling State grants in 
,vith a ten- use school for this attendance 01 equal propor-
dency to purpose out of children tions. 
increase. school hours. whose par-

ents are in 
receipt of 
public 
relief. 

CANADA ......... Free, as result - Prayer at opening - Denomina- The law was - - - 1. Government grant -
of custom and <;losing of tional schools made corn- of about one-tenth. 
established echool,Scri bture may be estab- pulsory, in 2. County Counci_l 
by popular read, Ten om- lished by voice reply to assessment, which 
will. mandments of the people ; prayer of must equal State 

taught, and but this liberty Local contribution, and is 
schools open to has not re- Bodies. generally twice as 
religious suited in de- much or two-tenths. 

... 

teachers. nominational- 3. Sum raised by 
ism. 

I 
local trustees as tax [ 
on real and personal 
property. 

ii 



PRUSS IA ........ Free. - Great liberty and - Denomina- Compulsory - - - - -
toleration exer- tional schools attendance, 

. cised in respect are dis- 12 to 32 
of religious couraged, but hours a -
teaching. exceptionally week (ac-
Children of alien allowed for cording to 
denominations Jews. class, size 
not obliged to of school, .. 
attend. and num-

her of 
classes in 
school), 
being pre-

- scribed for 
actual mini-
mum period 
of instruc-
tion. 

TASMAN.IA ...... ,-. Fees for all - Secular teacher only - Compulsory. - - State and - -
children able perm,itted to read fees. 
tq pay:- Scripture, without 
Full-time comment or ex- . 
schools, 9d. planatii:m. Schools 
per week for 012en to Ministers 
one; 7d. each of various denomi-
per week for nations for re-
two ; 6d. each ligious teaching 
per week for by arrangement, 
three or and during certain 
more. Half- hours. 
time schools, 
6d., 4d., and 
3d. 

2,-CENTRAL ·CONTROL; LOCAL ADMINISTRATION; APPOINTMENT OF LOCAL Bonrns. 

Central Control; Local Administration in ltands of- Constitution of Local Administration. Appointment of 
Local Bodies. 

COUNTRY. ~! 

Minister of Education. Nominee Elective Local Central Local School District Provincial By By 
Jloard. Board, Anthorit.ies." Authorities. Boards. School Boards. Boards. Nomination. Election. 

--------
N. S. WALES ...... Minister of Pubiic - - - Nearly entire power rests - District Boards, not ex- - Nomina- -

Instruction. with Minister. ceeding 7 members. tion. 

NEW ZEALAND. Minister of Education - Elective Power divided be- - - District School Com- Education Board for - Election. 
for the whole Colony, Board. tween Education mittee of seven each province of 9 
Education Boards Lr Board and District elected members. · members elected. 
several Provinces. School Committee. ' 

VICTORIA ......... Minister of Education. - - - Power principally with - .District Boards of - - Election. 
- Minister ; District Advice of five to 

Boards having onlb seven. 
slightly more power t an 
Tasmanjan Local Board,s, -



COUNTRY. 

Central Control. 

Minister of 
Education. 

Nominee · Elective 
Board. Board. 

SYSTEMS OF EDUCATION-continued. 

Local Administration in ltands of- Constitution qf Local Administmtion. 

Local 
Authorities. 

Central 
.Authorities. 

Local School 
Boards. 

District 
School Bonrcls. 

---
Provincial 

Boards. 

Appointment qf Local Boards. 

By 
Nomination. 

By 
Election. 

------'-•-•I------- ----1----- ------------l---------l------•l---------1-----1--------!-----
S. AUSTRALIA •.. Minister con

trolling educa
tion, aided by 
Conference · of 

, Delegates from 
Board of 
Advice. 

QUEENSLAND ... Minister of the 
Crown, desig
nated " Secre
tary for Public· 
Instr1UJtion." 

ENGLAND Minister of the 
Crown. 

FRANCE ............ Minister of Public 

FRENCH SWITZ
ERLAND .. : ...... 

Instruction, 
assisted by 
Council. 

HOLLAND ......... Minister for 
Home Depart
ment, aided by 
Board of Dele
gates. 

Board of Advice have 
some degree of power, e.g., 
Chairman may give emer
gent leave to teachers. 
Head teacher may give 
leave to his subordinates. 
The Board effects minor 
repairs out of fund al
lotted to it i sanctions use 
of school for other than 
school purposes ; may 
grant two days' holidays, 
&c. 
District Board may grant 

holidays. 

School Boards exercise 
usually all the local ad
ministration, including 
appointment and removal 
of teachers. 

Prefect and Communal 
Council, .,vith appeal to 
Minister of Public In
struction. 

Board of Considerable powers and 
Public In- authority vested in School 
struction of Committee. 
2 or3 mem-
bers dele-
gated by 
Cantonal 
State Coun~· · 
cil, and pre-
sided over by 
a Committee, 
with appeal 
to Council oJ 
State. 

Delegates 
from Pro
vincial Com
missions, 
under super
intendence 
of Minister 
of State. 

Inspector of School Dis
trict~, with almost 
absolute power. The ·1 
united Inspectors of the 
Province form the 
Provincial Commission .. 

• 

Substantial power 
· vested in Secretary 
for Public Instruc
tion. 

-

District Boards of 
Advice. 

School Com- District School Boards 
mittees may ·of 5 to 7 appointed on 
be appointed. petition of parents of 

• ¼ of the children at
tending three or more 
schools. 

School 
Brds., School 
attendance 
committees, 
&Managers. 

Communal Council of 
13 for every Canton, 
presided over by 
Prefect, in whom is 
vested supr.eme local 

1 power., 
Communal Schools. 

Committee of four 
to seven. 

In larger - Uns alaried 
Communes Ins pectors, 
Local Boards wh o re-
appointed by ceiv e their 
Council,-no exp enses 
others ; whi le en-
Bnrgomastor 

rg ed in 
and Assessors usi ness of 
act ns School insp ection. 
Board • 

N ominatiou. 

Nomination pro
vided for by Sect. 
24, but by Sect. 25 
Governor in Coun
cil is empowered to 
direct th~embers 
sliall be elected. 

· Election. 

Nomination. 

Communal Schools 
Council is 
nominated by· 
Municipality. 

Nominee and Elective. 



CAN ADA ........... Minister of Edu-
cation, subject to 
appeal to Gover
nor in Council. 

PRUSStA ........... : The State. 

TASMANIA ....... . Nominee 
and un
paid 
Board 
of Edu
cation, 
consist
ing of 7 
mem
bers. 

Principally power rests 
with School Trustees ; 
but County Councils, 
Councils of Ridings, 
and Municipalities, have 
also a voice. 

The State recognises the 
claim, of local bodies to 
exercise local super
vision, but itself. 
actively overli;ioks, all. 

Nearly all power 
in hands of Board 
of Education, Local 
School Boards 
being powerless in 
almost every par
ticular. But with 
Local Board rests 
whole authority 
of exemption from 
attendance. , 

'3chool Trus
tees pri
marily. 

School Com
mittees for 
country 
schools com
posed in 
part of per
manent 
nominee 
members, 
and partly 
by elected 
members, 
parents of 
children. 

Locai School 
Board of 
nine Mem
b_ers. 

In same degree, 
Councils of Coun
ties and Ridings, 
and M.unicipalities. 

3,~INSPECTION ; CHARACTER OF TEACHING ; Som:ioL AGES ; CoMl>ULsoltY ATTENDANCE; BT.A.ND.A.RD ciF ATTENDANCE, 

Inspection. Ohamcter of Teaching Body. 

School Ag'es. 
COUNTRY. By Departmental 

Under Inspector- Officer, without By Teachers classified Pupil Teachers. :'formal Schools. 
General. Chief Inspector. , Local Bodies. and certificated. 

-
N. S. WAL'.8.$ ..... Chief In- - Teachers classified To serve not less than Training schools for males and fe- 6 to 14. 

spector, with and certificated. 3 years in school with males. Every applicant for teach-

·-
large staff of Gmdes---cClass I., attendance of 50, and ership must go through course of 
subordinate A and B; Class teacher of grade not training before admission to train-
Inspectors. ~ II. A and B. ; Class lower than II. Can- ing school. Candidate must en-

. III., A, B, and C. didates from 13 to gage to follow profession of 
-16 ears of a e. teacher. y g 

Nominee 

Nomination. 

Ma:i:imuin 
Distance of 
Compulsory 
Attendance. 

2 miles, 

Elected by 
Rate
payers. 

and Elective, 

StandaiYl of 
Regular 
Attendance. 

----
70 days per 

half year. 

.. 



COUNTRY. 

Inspection. 

By Depnrtmental 
Under Inspector- Officer, without 

General. Chiel Inspector. 
By 

Lo·cal Bodios. 

SYSTEMS OF EDUCATION-continued, 

Character of Tenclting Bodies, 

Teachers classified and 
certificated, Pupil Teachers, 

Scltool Ages, 
Normal Schools. 

l't1a:i:imum 
Distance ef 
Compulsory 
Attendance. 

Standard 
qf' Regular 
Attendance, 

--------l-------l---~----l-----1------·----·l----------1---------..,.,_ ______ ,I-------I-------
NEW ZEALA~D. 

VICTO!UA ........ 

S. AUSTRALIA ... 

Inspector
General, with 
Staff of In
spectors. 

Inspector
General, with 
staff of In
spectors sub
ordinate to 
him. 

QUEENSLAND .. . General-In
spector and 
District In
spector. 

ENGLAND ........ . 

Distriot In
sp.ectors, 

Departmental In
spectors. 

Teachers c·lassified and In 1881 :-Females, 
certificated, grades 1 461 ; males, 176. 
to 9. Total, 637. 

Teachers certificated and In 1881, 1121; males not 
classified, 9 grades with appointed under 14 ; 
3 honorary distinctions. females, 13. Divided 
U ncertificated teachers into four classes. In 
are licensed ; 507 teach- 1881 there were also 
ers qualified to teach 590 work-mistresses. 
gymnastics. As to 
salaries there are 30 
grades. (See column 
"Teachers how paid.") 

In 1881 :-Four schools, 
with 104 students on 
31st December. 

Teachers undergo one 
year's training in se
lected scbool, and one 
year in central institu
tion. Regulation~ 
sanction one Central and 
20 Distriet Training 
Schools. 

5 to 15, and 
and com
pulsory 7 
to 13. 

6 to 15. 

Teachers certificated and 
classified, 5 grades : 

Eligible at 14, subject to Training College, which 7 to 13. 
preliminary examina- cost in 1881, including 

Class I., Division A. 
Class II., Division B. 
Class III., Division A 

tion, liable to 4 years' maintenance of students, 
service by agreement. £3156. 

and B. 
Salaries:-

Class I. 
" II. 
,, III. 

" 
IV. 

Boys, Girls, 
£24 £20 

36 24 
48 28 
60 36 

Teachers ·classified and Pupil Teachers eligible 
subject to examinatn for at 14, divided into four 
certificate. Grades 9 :- classes,at salaries, for-

,, 1 Fe- Boys. Gii·ls, 
=a es. males. Class I. £40 · £20 

Cl. I. Dv.1. £200 £180 ,, II. 45 25 
,, ,, 2. 185 165 ,, III. 55 35 
,, ,, 3. 170 150 ,, IV. 70 50 
,, II. ,, I. 150 130 In 1881 344 pupil 
,, ,, 2. 140 120 · teachers.-...:141 males 
" " 3· l30 llO 203. females. · ' ,, III. ,, 1. llO 90 · 
,, ,, 2. 100 80 
,, ,, 3. 90 70 

'feachers classified and Pupil teachers indentured 
certificated. to certificated teachers. 

Have to teach not more 
than 25 hours a week, 
and to receive at least 
five hours' instruction 
during the week. 

Annual examination 
held, but no mention 
of Normal Schools. 

6 to 12. 

Fixed by 
SchoolBot1rd 
Regulations 
according to 
local exigen
cies. Regular 
attendance 
required, 
without 
specification 
of standard, 

2 miles. 

2 miles for 
ehildren under 
9, 2½ for child
ren of 94io 12, 
3 for children 
over 12, 

2 miles, 

2 miles. 

One-half the 
period in each 
year during 
which the 
school is open, 
say 38 days a 
quarter. 
30 days per 

quarter. 

35 days t\ 

quarter. 

60 days in the 
half year. 



F RANCE ............ Inspectors- - 'l'he Parish au- - None. .Excellent schools es- 6 to 18. - -General are at thorities, the tablished since Guizot's 
the head of all Mayor, and time. 
Inspecting Ministers of 
Staff, which in- several deno-
eludes Rectors, ruinations. 
Primary In-
spectors, Can• 
tonal Dele-

F RENCH SWITZ-
gates, &c. 

ERLAND ......... - Inspection in 3 No. 2 Canton,- Certificate required by - Excellent Normal 8 to 16, - -
of 5 Cantons. Inspection by Jaw, but the law not Schools at Lausanne, 

Communal always enforced in and the principle 
School Council this respect. recognised elsewhere. 
or Board of 
Public In-
struction. 

H OLLAND ' - - By Provincial Teachers appointed by Pupil teachers important Necessity • of Normal ......... - -
District In- competitive examina- adjuncts of the system. Schools recognised in 
spectors and tion and certificated. 1857. Two prescribed 
Local School No one allowed to give by-law, besides Normal 
Boards. elementary instruction lessons in ordinary 

who does not satisfy as public schools. 
to capacity and 
mornlity . 

.. 

t' AN.ADA ........... - - - - - - - - -

p RUSSIA ............ By District In- - - Teachel's pass ex- - Seminaries specially for 6, to the age - -
spector, Di- amination prior to en- training of teachers. when stand-
rectors of gagement, and subse- ard of 
Seminaries, quent examination, efficiency 
Provincial which must not take attained, 
Magistrates, place less than 2or more generally 14. 
and (as to than 5 years after the 
country first examination, for 
schools) by certificate. Teachers go 
School Com- through training in 
mittee. In- seminaries. Masters of 
spection of all superior, private, and 
schools a duty public schools have to 
of the State. pass Rector's examina-

·tion. 

T ASMAN.IA ......... - By three inde- - Teachers subject to easy ·where average attend- None. 7 to 14. 2 miles. None. 
pendent Inspect- examination on appoint- ance is 50-80, 1 ; 80-
ors, one of whom ment, subsequent exami~ no, 2; 110-140, 3; 
is known as nation for certificate 140-170, 4, Special 
Chief Inspector, optional. Eight grades arrangements by , 

of teachers. ~ee · Central Board where 
column " Teac ers how average attendance 
paid.") exceeds 170. 



---- - - -- ----- - -------- --- ----

SYSTEMS OF EDUCATION-continued, 

4.-TEAOHERS HOW PAID; EXEMPTION Fno~r ATTENDANCE; STATR Eouc.1.TIOXAL PmzEs; PUNISHMENT FOR EVASION OF- COMPULSORY LAW. 

COUNTRY. Teacher. liow pai_d. 

Ea:emption from Attendance. 

Grounds of 
cxemption.-

Exempting 
Authority .. Na. 

State Educational Prizes, 

E:r:ltibitions. Scholars/tips. 

Value. No. Value. 

Punisltment for 
evasion qf Com
pulsory Law. 

----·--- ---------------11----------- ------· --------..;....---l-'------i--------1-------'----------
N. S. WALES ...... Salary according to grade :-

-· Class I. A. £204. -
Class I. B. £ 192. 
Class II. A. £168. 

. Class II. B. £156. 
Class III. A. £132. 
Class III. B. £ 120. 

· Class III. C. £108. 
-Salaries of male teachers un
assisted by wife and female 
teachers, £12 less. Salaries may 
be reduced for attendance below 
80. 

NEW ZEALAND .. Salary according to grade : 

1. Regular and effl_- ·By law. 
cient instruction 
otherwise. -2. Sick-
ness, infirmity, fear of 
infection, or other un
avoidable cause. 
3. No school within 
school mileage. 
4. Child, attained 
standard of efficiency. 

1, 2, 4 as above. 
3. Road not suffi
ciently passable. 

Committee of 
School Dis
trict. 

Under £100, 1207; £100 to 
£200, 806 ; £200 to £300, 154 ; 
£300 to £400, 36 ; over £400, 8. 
Average, £96. 

VICTORIA ......... Salary according to attendance. 1, 2, 3, 4 as in New By law. 
Where average attendance South Wales. " 
below 20, £80 for males, £64 
for females. For average at-
tendance, 1050 to ll00, £346 for 
males, £276 16s. for females. 
Assistants paid from £64 to 
£220. In addition, payments 
for results, not exceeding half 
salary, with retiring allowance 
after 15 years' service. 

S.AUSTRALIA ••• I.Salary. 2.Paymentforresults, 1,2,3,4 as in New By law. 
not exceeding ¼th salary. South Wales. 
3. Fees. 4. Bonusforinstructing 
pupil teachers ; also _contingent 
allowance for fuel, petty repairs, 
cleaning school, washing 1)Rra-
phernalia, stationery, &c. This 
varying with average attendance 
from £10 to £80 per annum. 
Retiring allowance. · 

QUEENSLAND ... Salary (see col." Teachers classi- 1, 2, 3, 4 as in New By law. 
fled andcertificateci "), with capi- South Wales 
tation allowance to head and 
assistant teachers. Also £5 for 
every pufil teacher trained for 
successfu examination. 

ENGLAND ......... 1. Salary fixed by Local Board. 
- 2. Usually portion of Govern-

. ment grant. 8, Bonus of £2 or 
£3 for passing pupil teachers. 

Parliament has voted 
£1500 for Education 
for five years in Gram~ 
mar Schools of 10 boys 
from Public Schools, 
and for education in the 
University of five boys 
from Grammar Schools. 

Six for boys, four for girls, 
tenable for three years. 
Six bursaries, giving 
free education at ad
vanced schools for three 
years. 

Three. 

£690 

£693 

Year 18811 122 

Three of £50 
tenable for 

· three years ; 
one of £200 
tenable for 
four years. 

27 

£3918 

£1250 

£1054 

First offence, fine of 
5s., every subsequent, 
20s. In default seven 
days' imprisonment, 

Fine of 40s., and pro
ceedings may be taken 
week by week. Fines 
recoverable by dis
tress or commitment. 

First offence fine of 
5s., every subsequent 
offence 20s. In -
default seven days' 
imprisonment, as in 
New South Wales. 

Fine of 5s. for first 
offence, and 20s. for 
every succeeding 
offence. In-default 
of 5s. 7 days' im
prisonment, 20s. 14 
clays. 

Fine of 20s. for first 
offence, and £5 for 
Avery subsequent of
fence. In default 7 
days' imprisonment fo1• 
first, and 30 days for 
subsequent offence. 



FRANCE 

FRENCH SWITZ-
ERLAND ....... .. 

HOLLAND ......... 

CANADA .......... .. 

PRUSSIA .......... .. 

By salaries varying from £20 to 
£280 per annum, with fees, and, 
in some instances, house and 
garden. · 

1: Sickness of child ; 1, 2. 3 4, by law. 
2. Death in family ; All other ex-
3. Difficulty of access cuses have to 
to school; 4. Attain- be judged by 

. ment of standard of School Com-
efliciency. mission (a 

body appointed 
for enforcing 
regular attend
ance.) 

1. Necessity of 
cihiltlren' s labour to 
their parents. 2. At
tainment of suffi
ciently advanced 
standard. 

In · some Can
tons the In
spector ; in 
others the Local 
·Brd.; in Vaud, 
the master 
may grant two 
days' leave a 
week,the Presi
dent of the 
School Com
mittte a week, 
and the School 
Council a 
m<mth. 

1. Bodily ailment or The law and 
mental affliction ; 2. Local and Dis-
Leave granted by trict inspec-
Local or District In- tion. 
spector ; a. Incle-
ment weather in the 
case of children re-
siding at a distance 
from school. 

TASMANIA ......... By salaries and fees. Salaries- Any sufficient grounds Local School 
Certificated Teachers. proved to satisfaction Board, by Act 

Cl. I. Div. A. £156 per an. of Local School 37 Viet. No 11. 
,, I. ,, B. 144 ,, Boards. 
,, II. ,, A.. 132 ,, 
,, II. ,, B. 120 ,, 
,, III. ,, A. 108 ,, 
,, III. ,, B. 96 ,, 

Probationers. 
,, III. ,, A. 84 ,, 
,, III. ,, B. 72 ,, 

These are joint salaries for hus
band and wife, and are subject to 
deductions of ¼ for male teachers 
who are unassisted by wives. 

Year 1881-Nine of 
£16 13s. 4d. per annum, 
tenable for four years. 

I'. 

£600, Two of £200, 
tenable for 
four years. 

£1600 

Fines, which are 
credited to Educa
tion Fund. 

In first instance, parent 
summoned before two 
Justices and ordered 
to obey. Thereafter 
for each offence fine 
of 40s., to peenforced 
by distraint only. 



-------- ----- --- ----- ------- ---------- ------~ - -------- ---- --- ---- ---

5.-ST.A.TE SUPERIOR Sc~OOLS ; MISCELLANEOUS SoHOOLS, 

--
State Superio~ Schools. J.!liscellaneous Schools. -. 

- .; COUNTRY. 
Certificated " ... Superior Third and d a, Assisted Agricultural Schools High Schools High Schools Evening Provisional Orphan ,. ;...,..c Public Half-time Industrial Schools. Denomina- C) C) Private of . Schools, for Boys, · for Girls. Schools, Schools. Schools. Schools. 

tional Schools. .s ~ 
Schools . Schools, Mines;-~-HE-< 

----
N. S. WALES •• ,,,11 Year 18811 Establishment of - Year 1881, Year 1881, Year 1881, Year, 1882, Year 1881, two. Year 1881, - - - -one-The High Schools 57. Fees 93. 234. two. 144. Sydney sanctioned by Act fixed by 

Grammur of 1880, but regulat'ion, 
· School. none established and paid to -

at erid of 1881. teachers. 

N .EW ZEALAND .. Year 1881, Year 1881, 10. Year 1881, - Year 1881, - Year 1881, Year 1881, seven - - Year 1881, Year 1881 1 -·four._- one. 47. · eight · schools, with 627 64. one with : 
schools, with children. Of 47 stu~ 
219 children. these seven dents. 

schools, four are 
also orphan 
schools. 

VICTORIA ......... .University - - Year 18811 YearHl81, - - Year 1881, Schools - Capitation - Year 1881 endowment, 41,_with 46. - of Design cost payments, Schools o £9000 per average at- £1026. which ter- Mines annum, - teildance of minated cost 
2166. 1877. £4000. -

f 

S. AUSTRALIA ... - - Advanced Year 1881, -- Year 1881, - - - - - - -school for 73, with 197. 
girls, with_ average · _ 
attendance monthly at-
of 98 in 1881. tendance -
This is self- 371. 

QUEENSLAND ... The State aid 
supporting. 

Year 1881 , Year-18~1,six -- - - - - ' - - - - -to eight 115. institutions 
Superior for the rear- -Schools ing of' ne-
during 1881 glected -·-
aggregated children cost 
£6875. to State 

· £10,838. 

ENGLAND ......... The Educa- - - Evening - - - - - - - - -tion Act" schools aided 
pr?vides for by capitation 
primary grant given . schools only. by Education . '.I 

Department 
according to 
number of 
times the 
school meets. 

- -FRANCE ............ - - - - - - - - - - - - -



FRENCH SWITZ -
ERLAND ••••••... Six Superior Schools in Paris equal to Lycees. Ecole municipals d'apprentis, school tor training of artisans. 

H OLLAND ········· Poltechnic Higher Burgher - ·Evening - - - · Burgher Schools - - - Agricul- -
Sc ool. Schools. Burgher exist for this tural 

Schools for purpose. school at 
artizans and Gronin-
small gen ex-
farmers isted 28 

- encouraged. years, and 
was then 

- closed. 
Two 
others 
since 

C 
opened. 

ANADA ....... , .... - - - - - - - - - - - - -

p RUSSIA ............ Middle, Bur- - - - - - - - - - - ·- -
gher, and 
Rectorial 
SchCJols, 
Gymnasia, 
and pro- .. 

Gymnasia. 

T ASMANIA ......... - - - - - - - - - - -



--- -- ----------- - - - ------ - ~ - ----- - ---- - -------

xtx. 
STATEMENT slwrving Educational Statistics of Tasmania.and the neighbouring Colonies/or Year 1881. 

Total No. Average Average Annual Annual Ex- Gross Cost of Total Annual penditure on 
COUNTRY. on Average No. on Attendance Cost of Cost of Scholarships Annual Miscellaneous. Libraries, Balances. Education, 

School Attendance •. Registers per per Administra- Inspection. and Maintenance. inclusive of 
Registers. School. Schooi. tion. Exhibitions. 

Buildings_. 

£ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ 
VICTORIA .................. 231,423 { 121,250, or } 132 69 16,437 . 13,835 1561 491,838 7445 - -- 553,745 

52 -per cent. ,' 

N. S. WALES .......... .' .... 125,506 { 82,890, or } 61 40 9312 17,512 Nil. 318,624 7177 - - 474,157 
66 per cent. 

QUEENSLAND .: .......... 40,309 
J 

21,752, or } 118 64 3198 3909 1747 87,895 17,907 - - _129,178 
54 per cent. 

NEW ZEALAND ......... 83,560 j 63,735, or } 96 73 8109 8387 3918 243,258 2012 1553 41,796 363,370 
l 76 per cent. l 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA ... 86,888 { 20,653, or t 91 51 7451 1940 . 77,994 5083 - - 122,899 
56 per cent. s 

TASMANIA .................. 13,644 { 6701, or I} 78 38 2322 2706 16,201 1186 - - 22,844 
49 per cent .. -

- Total Cost Number Number of Number Salaries of Conductors. Salaries of Salaries of Monitors or Annual Average Cost 
of Teachers .Assistant Teachers. Pupil Teachers . Expenditure per Scholar on School Schools of all of . 

per head of Register, per Buildings. open. Classes. Inspectors. Maximum. Minimum. Maximum. Minimum. Maxim'um. Minimuin. Population. annum. 

£ - £ £ £ £ £ £ s. d. £ -S, d.· 
VICTORIA .................. 62,970 1757 4314 19 Males 346* Males 64°~ 220 64 80 16 12 3·37 2 5 9·18 

N. S. WALES ............ 121,530 2062 2558 24 { Males 400 Males 108 l 250 114 66 24 9 4·65 2 16 2·31 
Fem. 300 Fem. 180 -

QUEENSLAND ............ 16,268 841 '915 7 200 70 - - 70 20 10 6·90 2 16 0·26 -
NEW ZEAtAND ......... 58,254 869 2087 - 465 15 275 12 65 4 12 5·47 3 13 0·85 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA ... 31,487 405 786 - 450 { Males 100 } - - 60 20 

I 
6. 4·65 2 9 6·75 

I 
Fem. 70 

TASMANIA .............. ; ... 3134 175 255 3 I Males 156 Males 40 } - - 40 15 3 11·88 1 13 2·90 
.. l Fern. 70 Fern. 40 

• All Salal'ies of Conductors may be inc1·eased by one-half the amount of their salary by results payment.· 
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XX. 

SYNOPSIS. of Evidence given by Local School Boards. 

Question 1. State description of School Buildings, whether brick, stone, or wood; and give 
dimensions of length, breadth, and height of all the rooms? 

See Evidence, p. 68. 

Question 2. State whether the building is vested in the Board of Education, or on what tenure it. is 
1,ield? 

Vested in Board-2. 4. 6. 7. 8. 9. 11. 12. 13. 14. 16. 20. 21. 22. 23. 24. 25. 26. 27. 28. 80. 84. 36. 87. 4'0. 
41. 42. 43.44. 47.4e. 49. 51. 52. 53. 54. 55. 56. 5s. 61. 62. 64. 65. 66. 67. 68.69. 12. 76. 77.78. 79. 81. 82. 

Otlterwise.-Rented by Board.-1. 3. 5. 10. 17. 19. 81. 32. 33. 85. 89. 46. 50. 57. 59. 63. 70. 71. 78 ·so. 
Placed at disposal of Board gratuilously.-15. 18. 29. 38. 45. 60. 75. 

Question 3. Does the building afford the necessary accommodation for the pupils in attendance ? 
Yes.--1. 2. 4. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 11. 12. 13. 14. 15. Hi. 18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 23. 24. 26. 27. 28. 29. 31. 82. 84. 35. 

'36. 37. 39. 40. 42. 43. 45. 46. 49. 50. 51. 52. ,53. 56. !57. 58. 6 L. 62. 63. 65. 66. 68. 70. 72. 75. 76. 77. 78. 79. 80. 
No.-3. 25. 30. 33. 38. 41. 44. 55. 59. 60. 64. 67. 69. 73. ·91. 82. 
_Qualified answers.-5, barely; 17, class-room too small; 47, large enough, but ill-suited for purpose; 

48, likely soon to be insufficient; 54, infant-room too small; 71, large enough, but quite unsuitable. 

Question 4. Are there suitable outbuildings and an ample playground? and what is the extent and 
character of the playground? · 

Suitable ouibllildings.-1. 8. 4 (but wanting repair), 5. 6. 9. 10. 14. 16. 17. 18. 19. 21. 22. 23. 24. 26. 'J.7. 31. 
34. 35. 36. 37. (wanting repair), 39. 40. 42. ·43_ 44. 45. 40. 49. 50. 51. 52. 53. 54. 55. 56. 57. 58. 59. 60. 61. 
65. 66. 67. 68. 69. 70. 71. 72. 73., 79. 80. 81. 82. 

Inmjficient or unsuit(l,ble.-7. 8. 12. 15. 25. 28. 29. 30. 32. 38. 41. 47. 48. 62. 63. 75. 77. 78. 
None.-3'13. 76. 13. l I. 
Extent and character ef playground.-1, 1 rood 30 perches; 2, ¼ acre ; 3, ¼ acre ; 14, ¾ acre ; 16-26, ~ acre ; 

27, ¾ acre; 35, ½ acre; 43, ½ acre; 64, ¾ acre·; 73, ditto; e2, ditto. 
None.-33. 63. 10. . 
Sufficient.-6. 7. 12. 18. ~I. 22. 62. 28. ~I. 32. 36. 39. G7. 37. 40. 42. 45. 47. 49. 50. 81. 52. 55. 56. 57. 70. 

72. 10. 79. ~o. . 
li1s11,fficient-4. 5. 8. 9. 13. 19. 20. 23. '24. 25. 29. 30. 34. 38. 41. 44. 45. 46. 48. 51. 53. 58. 59. 61. G5. 66. 68. 

60. 75. 77. 78. 15, playground used as a burial-ground. 

Question· 5. Is there a Teacher's residence with the school property? if so, is it detached? and what 
js.the extent of the accommodation? · · 

Residence attached.-5. 6. 7. 9. 12. 14. 17. 19. 22. 28. 25. 29. 30. 31. 34. 36. 37. 39. 40. 41. 42. 44. 48. 50. 
52. 55. 5G. 57. 62. 72. 73. 76. 79. 82. , 

Residence detaclted.-11. 13. 15. 18. 20. 27. 28. 35. 43. 51. 53. 61. 65. 70. 78. 81. 
Residence not specified.-4. 8. 49. · · · 
Bad accmnmorlation.--9. 28. 31. 4J. 
No Residence.-]; 2. 3. 10. 16. 21. 32. 83. 38. 45. 46. 47. 54. 58. 59. 60. 63. 64. (lfi. 67. 68. 69. 71. 74. 

75. 77. so. 

QutJstion 6. In what state of repair are the school premises, including the Teacher's residence, if any? 
Good, vr undergoin(J repairs at present time.-3. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 12. 14. 16. 17. 18. 19. 20. :21. 23. 24. '26. 27. 

31. 32. 34; 35. 36. 37. 38. 40. u. 42. 43. 44. 45. 47. 49. 53. 54. 55. 56. 58. 59. 61. 64. 65. 67. 70. 72. 73. 75. 79. 80. 
Bad, or need repair.-1. 2. 4. 5. 11. 13. 15. 25. 28. 29. 30. 39. 48. 50. 51. 52. 57. 62. 63. 66. 68. 69. 71. 74. 

76. 77. 78. 81. 82. 

Question 7. Has application been made, and when, for repairs, improvement, or enlargement? and, if 
110, with what results? · 

Applications succesiful.-Recent.-1. 2. 4. 6. 7. 12: 14. 19. 21. 23. '27. 28. 38. 40. 42. 43. 47. 48. 49. 53. 54. 
64. 69. 70. 72. 76. 79. 81. 82. Not recent.-1:J. 17. 18. 30 (application for new building), 34. 36. 41. 45. 50. 
58. 61. 66. 67. 

Applications un.mccesiful.-Recent.-3. 8. 9. 11 (under consideration), 16. 59. 6-5. 77.- Not recent.-15. 
25. 44. 81. 57. 63. 68. 78. · · 

No applicfliion.-10. 20. 24. 26. 29. 31. 3t. 35. 37. 39. 46. 52. 53. 62. 73. 74. 75. 80. 

Question 8. Is any repair, enlargement, or improvement of the school premises 1·equired now for 
which application has not been made ? if so, describe them? · 

See .Evidence. 

Qu~stion 9. Are the school furniture and appliances generally suitable and. sufficient? 
Ye.<.-2. 3. 4. 5. 6.*' 8. 9. ll. 12. 14. 15. 17.'* 18. 19. 20. 21. 23.* 24. 26. 27. 28.* 29. 31. 33. 34. 37. 38. 89." 

40. 41.'* 42. 43. 45. 46.<tl 47. 49. 50.* 51. 52.* 53. 54. 55. 56. 58. 59. 60. 61. 62. 63. 65. 66. 68. 70. 71. 72. 75.• 76. 
77. 78. 79. 81. 82. 

• Maps required. 

No.-1. 7. 10. 13. 16. 22. 25. 30. 32. 35. 30. 48. 57. 67. 69. 73. 80. 

'Question 10. State the 'number of Local Board meetings held each year for the last five years, and 
give reasons for failing to hold such meetings? 

None.-17. 18. 36. 37. 50. 64. 66. 75. 77. 82. 
Under 5.-1. 2. 15. 20. 22. 30. 33. 34. 38. 40. 47. 51. 53. 5-'i. 58. 67. 71. 72. 80. 
5 to 10.-3. 8. 12. 21. 23. 26. 27. 31. 32. 38. 39. 43. 45. 54. 57. 62. 63. 68. 70. 73. 78. 79. 
011er 10.-4. 5. 6. 7. 9. 13. 14. 16. 19. 23. 25:28. '29. 41. 48. 49. 52. 56. 61. 65. 76. 81. 
Reasons.-Powerlessness ef Local Boai·ds a11d lack oj interest.-]. 3. 15. 25. 4i:3. 56. 57. 64. 65. 66. 67. 

71. 74. 77. 78. 80. 



182 
Question 11. State whether the communications made bv the Local Board to the Central Board han 

generally been promptly attended to? • 
Yes.--2. 4. 5. 9. 10. 14. 15. 16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 23. 24. 26. 28. 29. 30. 31. 32. 33. 34. 38. 39. 40. 41. 

42. 45. 47. 48. 49. 50. 51. 52. 53. 55. 56. 57. es. 60. 61. 62. 63. 64*. 65. 66. 6i. 68. 69. 10. 12. 73. 76*. 77t. 78. 
79. 80. 81. 

• Of late, excepting Teacher's residence. t Business connected therewith slow, and not very satisfactory. 

No.-7 (more so of late years); 8. l I. 12. 13. 25. 2i. 54. 59. 71. 74. 

Question 12. Does the Teacher, during any portion of the hour from 9 to 10 A.M., regularly impart 
religious instruction in Scripture History and Narrative? 

Yes.-1. 3. 4. 5. 7. 8. 9. 11. 12. 15. 17. 18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 23. 24. 25. 27. 28. 29. 31. 33. 34. 35. 36. 37. 38· 
39. 40. 41. 42. 43. 44. 45. 46. 49. 50. 51. 52. 53. 54. 55. 57. 58. 59. 60. 6·2. 63. 64. 66. 67. 68. 70. 71. 73. 74. 76• 
78. 79. so. 82. 

No.-2. 6. JO. 13. 14. 16. 26. 32. 47. 48. 56. 61. 65. 69. 72. 73. 75. 77. SI. 

Question 13. Is the Teacher careful to ascertain the views of parents regarding the religious instruc
tion of their children, as directed by Rule 4 of Rules and Regulations ? 

Yes.-1. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 12. 14. 15. 17. 18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 23. 24. 25. 27. 28. 29. 31. 32. 33. 34. 35. 37. 38. 
39. 40. 4 l. 42. 43. 44. 45. 46. 48. 49. 50. 51. 52. 53. 54. 55. 58. uo. 62. 63. 64. 66. 67. 68. 70. 71. 72. 73. 74. 75. 
76. 77. 78:79. 80. 

No.-2. ll. 16. 36. 57. 59. 61. 
No religious insirucrion given.-10. 47. 65. 

Question 14. Does the Teacher use any other reading books than those approved of by the Central Board? 
Yes.-69. 
(,'amu,t say.-<15. 78. 
No.-1-64. 66-68. 70-77. 79-82. 

Question 15. Have you heard any complaints that the Teachers impart denominational or sectarian 
rather than general religious teaching? 

Ye.•. -75, many years ago. 
No.-1-7. 9-74. 76-82. 

Question 16. Have objections to religious instruction led to the withdrawal of any children from 
your School? 

Yes.-6. 43. 
Nn.-1-5. 7-4·~- 44-46. 48-8:!. 

Question 17. Do Ministers of Religion ever attend your school to impart religious instruction to 
children of their own denominations? 

Yes.-1. 7. 9. 13. 16. 17. HI. 23. 24. 29.• 34. 37. 40. 41. 42. 46. 47. 49. 53. 54. 56. 59. 63. 57. 7011>. 71.• 
73. 79. 80.* 

• Vcrv seldom. 
No.-2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 8. 10. 11. 12. 14. 15. 18. :W."21. 22.'" 25. 26. 27. 28. 30. 31: 32.•33. 35.t 36. 38. 39. 43. 

44.* 45. 48. 50. 51. 52. 55. 57. 58. 60. 62.• 64. 65. 66. 68. 69. 72. 74. 75. 76. 77. 78. 81. 82 . 
. * Not recently. t No suitnllle _room. 

Question 18. How many such visits have been paid by Ministers during the past year? and, if made 
_by more than one Minister, how many have been made by each? 

Epismpalian.-1, 33 visits; 17, 2; 19, weekly; 37, 23; 40, 40; 42, 13; 54, 14; 56, unknown ; 59, 23 ; 
64, 30 ; 66, 5 ; 73, 8. 

Unnamed.-7, 35 visits; 12, 1; 13, 23; JG, 38 ; 23, 21 ; 24, 1; 27, l; 34, 6; 46, 6; 49, 21; 53, 5; 
63, 4; 67, 36; w, 8. 

None.-2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 8. 10. 11. 14. 15. ]FI. 20. 22. 25. 26. 28. 29. 30. 31. 32. 33. 35. 36. 38. 39. 41. 43. 44. 
45. 48. 50. 51. 52. 57. 58. 60. 61. 62. 65. 68. 6!). 70. 72. 74. 75. 76. 77. 78. so. 81. 82. 

Question 19. About what proportion of the children generally receive such instruction from the Clergy? 
See Evidence. 

Question 20. Is the comfort of the children duly secured in cold weather, and at whose expense is 
the firing provided ? 

See Evidence. 
Question 21. What number of scholars were on the rolls for the last three years, and what was the 

:iverage attendance? 
See Evidence. 

Question 22. Is the attendance of any children procured by the enforcement of compulsory 
measures? 

Ye,.-4. 5. 6. 16. 17. 24. 31. 32. 41. 42. 49. 50. ,,4. 62. 65. 67. 79. 80. 
No.-2. 3. 7. 8. !J. 10. 11. 12. 13. 14. 15. 18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 23. 25. 26. 27. 28. 29. 30. 33. 34. 35. 36. 37. SS. 

39. 40. 43. 44. 45. 46. 47. 48. 51. 52. 53. 5f,. 56. 57. 58. 59. 60. 131. 63. 64. 65. 66. 68. 69. 70. 72. 73. 74. 76. 77. 
78. 81. 82. 

Question 23. Are compulsory measures always resorted to in all known cases of non-attendance of 
children who might well attend school? and, if not, state· whether any special or general reason exists for 
such failure to have resort to compulsion. 

Yes.-4. 5. 6. rn. 17. 31. 40. 41. 50. 62. 65. 117. 70. Su. 
· No.--2. 3. 7. 8. !J. 10. 11. 12. 13. 14. 15. 18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 2:3. 24. 25. 26. 27. 28. 29. 30. 32. 33. 34. 3.j. 36. 

37. 38. 39. 43. 44. 45. 46. 47. Ml. 49. 51. 52. 53. 55. 56. 57. 5tt 59. 60. 61. 63. 64. 65. 66. 68. 69. 70. 71. 72. 
7& 74. 76. 7& SI. 82. 

Reasons.-Ailendance and compulsory Clause.• undrfined.-2. 18. 22. 29. 42. 52. 54. 56. 74. 76. 8"2. labour 
required.-'--->l. Causes ill:feeling.-3. 10. 32. 77. 78. Bad 1·oads.-20. Nu Truant O.fticer.-3. 66. Want of 
acc,,mmudation.-30. 33. 64. 67. Local Board disc,mli1merf.-~. ,3. <l. 8. 61. 77. 78. 81. Prefer persuasion.-
6-:1. 'ill. 
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, Quesfion.24. Can you give us any instances in which regularity of attendance has been procured by 
compulsory measures? 

Yes.-16. 31. 40. 41. 42. 62. 65. 82. By lhreatening.-25. 34. 81. 
No.-4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 10. 11. 12. 13. 15. 18. 19. 20. 21. 24. 25. 26. 27. 28. 29. 30. 32. 33. 36. 37. 38. 39. 43. 44. 

45. 46. 47. 48. 49. 50. 51. 52. 53. 54. 55. c6. 57. 58. 59. 60. 61. 64. 66. 67. 68. 60. 10. 71. 72. 73. 74. 75. 77. 78: 79. 
Not many.-8. 17. 22. 80. 

Question 25. Does the Board resort to persuasiv.e rather than compulsory measure with the parents 
of non-attending children, and with what success? • . 

Yes.-Succes~fully.-2, I I.· 14. 18. 19. 2.5. 26. 27. 28. 29. 32. 34. 35. 39. 40. 41. 42. 44. 45. 49. 51. 54. 69. 61. 
62. 67. 68. 70. 78. 79. 81. Very little success.-4. 5, 6. 10. 12. 22. 23. 36. 46. 50. 52. 53. 55. 56. 76. 77. Result, 
not atated.-7. 1;:;. 21. 24. 33. 33. 38. 43. 67. 60. 66. 72. 73. 82. 

No.-20. 30. 48. 64. 65. No action ef any kind.-!. 3. 17. 71. 75. 80. 

Question 26. Do individual membe-rs of the Local Board frequently visit the School? 
Yes.-Frequently.-4. 5. 6. 13. 14. 19. 20. 25. 28. 29. 30. 31. 32. 33. 34. 37. 38. 40. 42. 43. 45. 62. · 57. 60. 

62. 64. 66. 74. 76. 79. 80. 81. 82. Ve,.y seldom.-:3. 10. 22. 24. 27. 35. 36. 53. 55. 01. 65. 71. Occasionally.-
5. 6. 8. 17. IS. 21. 39. 41. 44. 47.•50. 51. 54. ,56. 58. 63. 68. 69. 70. 77. 78. 

No.-1. 2. 7. 9. ll. 12. 15. 16. 23. 26. 4G. 48. 49. 59. 67. 72. 73. 75 . 

. Question 27. Are official visits of the Board paid to the School, and with what frequency?· 
Ye.,.-Frequently.-29. 50. Infrequently.-3. 10. 13. 16. 24. 25. 30. 31. 33. 34. 38. 43. 44. 45. 52. 54. 56. 

57. 61. 62. 63. 64. 6fi. 66. 67. 74. 76. 79. 
No.-1. 2. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 11. 12. 14. 15. 17. 18. 10. 20. 21. 22. 23. 26. 27. 28. 32. 35. 36. 37. 39. 40. 41. 

42. 46. 47. 48. 51. 53. 55. 58. 59. 60. 68. 69. 70. 71. 72. 73. 75. 77. 78. 80. SI. 82. 

Question 28.-How often have reports been sent by the Local Board to the Central Board each year 
during the last five years? • · 

One.-80. 
Tu:o.-31. 56. 71. 
'l.'hr.ee.-26. 39. 
Fb,e andupwards.-10. 27. 6:3. 68. 70. 
None.-1. 2. 3. 7. 8. 9. 11. 12. 13. 15. 16. 17. 18. 21. 22. 23. 24. 25. 28. 30. 32. 33. 34. 35. 36. 37. 40. 41. 

42. 43. 44. 47.49. 50. 51. 52.5:3. b5. 57. 58. 60. 61. 64.05. 66. 67. 69. 73. 74. 76. 76. 77. 78. 79. 82. 

Question 29. Do these reports, when sent, always proceed from the Board at any of its meetings, or 
do they most frequently proceed from the Chairman alone without the knowledge of the other Members 
of the Board? 

From the Board.-26. 27. 39. 63. 68. 70. 80. 
From the Chairman.-10. 31. 71. 

These replies are from all those Boards that have submitted reports. 

Question 30. How many children are there in the School paying reduced fees, and how many are on 
the free list? · 

Reduced Fees-
None.-,6. 10. 11. 12. 15. 19. 20. 26. 28. 31. 32. 37. 38. 42. 53. 56. 59. 63. 64. 66. 68. 70. 7-2. 73. 76. 78. 

79. 81. 
l to f0.-4. 14. 15. 17. 18. 23. 27. 85. 39. 41. 43. 44. 46. 47. 49 . . 50. 51. 52. 55. 58. 60. 62. 66. 69. 
10 to 50.-7. 8. 13. 21. 22. 24. 29. 33. 34. b7. 46. 61. 67. 74. 75. 80. 82. 
Above 50.-1. 3. 5. 

Free Lfat-
None.-1. 2. 3. 6.13. 15. 18. 19. 28. 31. 35. 37. 38. 39. 43. 47. 51. 66. 67.73. 76. 76. 77. 80. 
I to 10.-4. 5. 10. 11. 12. 14. 17. 20. 21. 23. 24. 26. 27. 32. 33. 34. 44. 46. 52. 53. 58. 59. 61. 63. 64. 66. 66. 

68. 70. 72. 78. 81. 82. 
10 to 50.-7. 8. 15. 22. 29. 41. 42. 45. 49. 50. 55. 57. 60. 62. 69. 74. 
Above 50.-54. 

Question 31. Does the Teacher admit scholars at reduced rates, or receive any as free scholars, with
out the knowledge or sanction of the Board? 

Yes.-*7. 13. 18. 21. 25. 26. 34. 35. 49. 51. 55. 57. 58. 61. 62. 71. 73. 80. 
No.-1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 8. 10. 11. 12. 14. 15. 16. 17. 19. 20. 22. 23. 24. 27. 28. -29. 30. 31. 32. 3:3. 36. 37. 38. 39. 

40. 41. 42. 43. 44. 45. 46. 48. 50. 52. 53. 56. 59. GO. 63. 64. 65. 66. 67. 68. 69. 70. 7~. 75. 76. 77. 78. 79. 81. 82. 

* These generally refer to reduced fees only. 

Question 32. Are any scholars on the free list whose parents are able to pay the ordinary or· reduced 
fees? 

Yes.-40. 57. 61. 62. 
· No.-1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 7. 8. 9. 10. 11. 12. 13. I4. 15. 16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 23. 24. ~5. 26. 27. 28. 29. 30. 31. 

32. 33. 34. 35. ::!6. 37. 38. 39. 41..42. 43. 44. 45. 46. 47. 48. 49. 50. 51. 52. 53. 54. 56. 56. 58. 60. 64. 65. 66. 67. 
68. 69. 70. 71. 72. 73. 74. 75. 76. 77. 78. 79. 80. 81. 82. 

Question 33. Has the Teacher much difficulty in collecting his fees, and is· he' frequently compelled to 
take payment in kind instead of cash ? 

More or less ditficulty.-3. 5. 6. 7. 8. II. 13. 14. 16. 18. 10. 21. 22. 23. 25. 27. 29. 30. 33. 34. 36. 36. 89. 40. 
47. 55. 56. 57. 58. 59. 62. 65. 67. 68. 70. 71. 74. 75. 81. 

No dijficulty.-l. 2. 3. 4. l O. 12. 15. 24. 26. 28. 31. 32. 37. 38. 41. 42. 44. 45. 46. 49. 50. 51. 52. 53. 60. 61. 
63. 66. 69. 72. 73. 76. 77. 78. 79. 80. 82. 

Taken in kind.-6. 7. 8. 13. 17. 25. 36. 43. 44. 50. 55. 56. 62. 

Question 34. Is the school building used for religious or for public meetings or entertainments? 
Yes.-1. 7. 8. 9. 10. H. 15. 18. 22.* 24. 28. 29. 32. 33.* 34. 35. 36. 37. 38. 39. 41. 42. 44. 45. 46. 52. 53. 65: 

n6. 60. 61. 66. 70. 71. 72. 74. 75. 76. 78. 79. !<O. SI. . . 
No.-2. 4. 5. 6. 11. 12.13. 16 .. 17. 19. 20. 21. 23. 25. 26. 27. 30. 31. 40. 43. 47. 48. 49. 50. 51. 54. 57. 58. 62. 

63: 64. 65. 67: 68. 69. 73. 77. 82. · 
,. School held in chapel. 

Question 35. If used for religious pm·poses, state for what denominations, and how often us~d? · 
See Evidence. 
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Question 36. Does the use of the schoolsroom for :religious or other purposes cause- any dissatisfaction. 
among the parents, or interfere in any way with the order, conduct, and welfare of the school? 

Yes.-74. 
No.-l. 7. 8. 9. 10. 14. 15. 18. 22. 24. 28. 29. 32. 33. 34. 35. 36. 37. 38. 41. 42. 44. 45. 46. 52. 53. 55. 66. 

60. 61. 66. 70. 71. 72. 75. 76. 78. 79. 80. 
These replies covor all who have said that the school is UJed for religious meetings. 

Question 37. Is corporal punishment much employed in the School? 
Yes.-5. 
No.-I. 2. 3. 4. 6. 7. 8. 10. 11. 12. 13. 14. 15. 16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 23. 24. 25. 26. 27. 28. 20. 30. 31. 32. 

33. 35. 36. 37. 38. 39. 40. 41. 42. 43. 44. 45. 46. 47. 48. 49. 50. 51. 52. 53. 54. 55. 56. 57. 58. 59. 60. 61. 62. 63. 
64. 65. 66. 67. 68. 69. 70. 72. 73. 74. 75. 76. 77. 78. 79. 8tJ. 81. 82. 

Question 38. Are any complaints made by parents of the infliction of _corporal punishment on the 
children? 

Havs been made.-5. 16. 19. 45. 52. 78. 
'!'he remaining replies are in the negative. 

Question 39. Will you ascertain, by careful enquiry, how many children of your School attend 
Sunday School? 

5 to l O per cent.-75. 
10 to 211 per cent.-1. 26. 47. 
20 to 40 per cent.-14. 27. 31. 35. 43. 
40 to 60 per ce11t.-5. 6. 8. 9. 10. 18. 20. 22. 23. 25. 38. 52. 61. 63. 71. 76. 81. 
60 to l 00 per cent. -3. 4. 7. 11. 12. 13. 15. 16. 17. l!). 21. 24. 30. 33. 34. 37. 40. 41. 44. 45. 4t3. 48. 50. 51. 

54. 57. 58. 59. 62. G I. 6,5. 66. 67. 68. GO. 73. 74. 77. 78. 81. 82. 
None.-2. 32. 39. 49. 53. 56. 60. 70. 
No Sunday Sclwol.-28. 29. 36. 42. 49. 72. 60. 79. 

Question 40. Is the school building kept clean, and at whose charge is it so kept? 
School hept c/ean-

Yes.-1. 2. 3. 4. 5. G. 7. 8. 10. 11. 12. 14. 15. 16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 23. 24. 25. 26. 27. 28. 29. 30. 31. 
32. 33. 34. 35. 36. 37. 38. 39. 40. 41. 42. 43. 44. 45. 46. 47. 48. 49. 50. 51. 52. 53. 54. 55. 56. 57. 58. 59. 
60. GI. 62. 63. 6J. 6-'>. 66. 67. 68. 69. 10. 71. 72. 73. 74. 7a. 76. 77. 78. 70. 80. 81. 82. 

At whose C!1111"ge-
Teaclters.-I. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 11. 12. 13. 14. 15. 16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 23. 25. 26. 27. 28. 29. 30. 31. 

31. 3:3. 34. 35. 36. 37. 38. 39. 40. 41. 42. 43. 44. 45. 46. 47. 48. 49. 50. 52. 53. 55. 56. 60. 61. 62. 63. 
64. 65. 6fi. GS. 69. 70. 71. 72. 73. 74. 'i5. 76. 77. 78. 79. 81. 82. 

Otlteru:ise.-1. 10. 24. 30. 47. 51. 5-!. 58. 59. 67. 80. 81. 

Question 41. Would you deem it desirable that the distance from which attendance at school is com
pulsory should be extended from two to three miles during any part of the year? 

Ye.q-
Summcr, or ha!f-year.-2. 8. 0. 12. 14. 16. 20. 22. 24. 26. 27. 29. 30. 36. 38. 41. 46. 47. 48. 50. 52. 55. 61. 

63. 64. 66. 75. 77. so. 8 I. 82. 
Nine months.-6S. 70. 76. 
11-ithout limitations.-4. 5. 6. 10. 11. ]3. 17. 19. 31. 39. 40. 43. 44. 56. 59. 60. 62. 65. 73. 74. 78. 

No.-1:>. 18. 21. 23. 28. 33. 3~. 37. 45. 49. 51. ·53_ 57. 72. • 
Some would exten<l distance for elder children only. 42 recommends 2} milt1s from October to March. 

25. 35. 59. 70. mnjorit.y of opinion that Local Boan] should hnve power to extend the distance to three 
miles. 32. not for childre.n under nine, and for none without good roads. 

Question 42.-Does the Board ever visit the.School for the purpose of inspection or examination, 
and would the Board desire to have authority under regulation to do so? 

Board visits made-
Yes.-3. 4. 5. G. 10. 11. 31. 38. 44. 45. 54. 56. 58. 60. 74. 82. 
No.-1. 2. 7. 8. o. 12. 13. 14. 15. 16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 23. 24. 25. 26. 27. 28. 29. 30. 3~. 33. 34. 35. 

36. 37. 40. 41. 42. 43. 46. 47. 4S. 49. 50. 51. 53. 55. 59. 63. 64. 65. 66. 68. 69. 70. 71. 72. 73. 75. 77. 78. 
80. ' 

Board would desire aatlwrity-
Yes.--2. 3. 7. 8. 10. 12. 14. 15. 16. 17. 18. 21. 23. 24. 25. 27. 28. 31. 32. 34. 35. 36. 37. 39. 44. 47. 48. 49. 

51. 52. 53. 54. 55. 56. 63. 64. 65. 66. 69. 71. 76. 77. 78. 79. 80. 
No.-4. 5. 6. 10. 20. 22. 26. 30. 33. 41. 43. 5U. 57. 58. 62. 68. 70. 81. 82. 

Question 43.-Do you consider that the constitution of Local School Boards would be improved if 
Members were elected (in whole or part) by ratepayers or otherwise? 

Yes.-13. 15. 20. 21. 26. 31. 32. 33. 34. 36. 30. 44. 47. 51. 54. 57. 61. 63. 73. 76. 78. 80. 
Boa,-d divided.-'25. 
No.-2. 4. 5. 6. 7. S. 9. 10. 11. 12. 13. i4. 16. 17. 18. 19. 21. 23. 24. 27. 28. 29. 30. 35. 37. 38. 40. 41. 42. oi3. 

45. 46. 48. 49. 50. 52. 53. 55. 56. 58. 59. 60. 62. 64. 65. 66. 68. 69. 70. 71. 72. 74. 75. 77. 70. 81. 82. 

Question 44. Do you th.ink that Local Boards would be more eflicie;1t' if they were reduced in number 
.and groups of school_s were placed under control of each Board? 

Yes.-1. 4. 5. 6. 15. 10. 33. 53. 54. 55. 61. 71. 72. 73. 
Board divided.-25. 38. 57. 
No.--,-2. 3. 7. 8. 9. 10. 11. 13. 14. 17. 18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 23. 24. 26 .. 27. 2!l. 29. 30. 31. 32. 34. 35. 36. 37. 39. 

40. 41. 42. 44. 45. 47. 48. 49. 50. 51. i>2. 56. 58. 59. 60. 62. 63. 64. 65. 66. 68. 69. 70. 74. 75. 76. 77. 78. 79. 80. 
81. 8:?. 

Question 45. What is your opinion of the s~itability of the books used in Public Schools for the 
_purpose of instruction? 

Suitable.-!. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 10. 11. 12. 13. 14. 16. 18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 24. 26. 27. 28. 30. 31.· 32. 35. 36· 
37. 38. 39. 40. 41. 42. 43. 44. 46. 47. 48. 49. 50. 51. 52. 54. 56. 58. 60. 61. 63. 64. 65, 66. 68. 69. 70. 71. 72. 75. 
76. 77. 78. 79. 81. 82. 

Willi excrptions.-15. 45. 59. 73. · 
Unsuitable.-23.* 29. 33.* 53•, 55.* 57. 

• Would prefe1· Royal Reader. 
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Question 46. To what extent do you agree with the following recommendations of the Select Com-
mitte·e on Education, 1882 :- ,·:, · 

· Extension _of Pon•ers of Local .Boa1·ds. 
( a.) All communications or reports made by or to the Teacher should pass through the Local Board. 
(b.) While the power of appointment and promotion of Teacliers should be vested in the paid head of 

the department (subject to approval by the Minister of the Crown), no appointment should be 
made to or promotion in a Public School without the approval of the Local Board, and 
similarly the recommendation by a Local Board that a Teacher should be reduced or dismissed 
_should at least be regarqed as adequate reason for the removal of such Teacher.-

( c.) Local Boards should have the power of deciding whether the minin1um or maximum ages of 
compulsory attendance req·uire alteration to meet the particular circumstances of their district; 
also of extending or reducing the maximum radius prescribed for compulsory attendance where 
local conditions make such alteration desirable. 

( d.) To the Local School Board should be given the power of closing the_ School upon any emergency 
arising to necessitate such a course ; also of giving a holiday for·one day, and of excusing the 
attendance of children whose labour during harvest time is necessary to their parents or 
relatives,-this power being practically conferred upon a· Local Board by the -clause of the 
CompuLsory Act above referred_ to. 

(e.) It should be left to tlie discretion of tlie Local Board to authorise the use of a Public School (out 
of school hours) for other than school purposes. 

(f.) Local School Boards should be empowered and required to inspect their Schools twice a year, and 
to submit a ·report of such inspection to the Director of Education ; a copy of such report being 
given to the Teacher for his information, and any necessary comment" or explanation; 

(g.) The power of establishing Night Schools in conformity with Regulations should be vested in· the 
Local Boards. . · 

(h.) To Local Boards should be entrusted the power of arranging for firing,· and effecting of petty 
repairs, a sufficient sum being allotted in each case by the responsible Minister for the latte1· 

·purpose, while the firing might be provided for by a small local rate or arrangement with 
those in the neighbourhood who are interested in school work. 

(i.) A standard of regular attendance should be fixed, subject to such exceptions as may be made by 
Local Boards for good or sufficient reason. 

(j.) A standard of competency should be prescribed, and children who have reached that standard 
shall receive certificates relieving tliem from all necessity of compulsory attendance. 

(k.) Factory employe law for prevention of employment of children under 12 years of age in factories. 
(l.) Establishment of Training School for Teachers. 

( Yes.-I. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 8. 10. 12. 13. 14. 15. 16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 22. 23. 24. 25. 26. 27. 29. 30. 31. 33 .. 
( ) ) 35. 37. 38. 39. 40. 42. 43. 4ii. 47. 48. 49. 50. 51. 52. 54. 57. 60. 61. 6:.!. 63. 64. 65. 66. 71. 72. 73. 

a. J 75. 76. 77. 78. 79. 81. 

(b.) 

(c.) 

(d.) 

(e.) 

(f.) 

(g.) 

(h.) 

(i.) 

f...No.-7. 9. 21. 28. 32. 34. 36. 44. 46. 53. 55. 56. 58. 59. 68. 70. 80. 82. 

{

Yes.-1. 2. 3. 7. 8. 9. 10. ll. 12. 13. 14. 15. 16. 18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 23. 24. 25. 26. 27. 28. 29. 30. 
31. 32. 33. 35. 37. 38. 39. 40. 42. 43. 45. 46. 47. 48. 49. 50. 51. 52. 53. 54. 55. 59. 60. 61. 62. 63 .. 
64; 65. 66, 69. 71. 72. 73. 75. 76. 77. 78. 79. 80. 81. 

No.-4. 5. 6. 17. 34. 36. 41. 44. 56. 57. 58. 68. 70. -

{ 

Yts.-2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 11. 12.· 13. 14. 15. 16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 23. 25. 26. 27. 28. 29. 
30. 31. 32. 33. 35. 36. 37.38. 39. 40. 41. 42. 43. 44. 45. 46. 47. 48. 49. 50. 52. 53. 54. 56: 57. 58 .. 
59. 60. 61. 62. 63. 64. 66. 69. 71. 72. 73. 75. 76. 77. 78. 79. so. 81. 82. 

No.-24. 34. 51. 55. 65. 70. 

I
Yes.-2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 11. 12. 13. 14. 15. 17. 18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 23. 24. 25. 26. 27. 28 .. 

29.30.31. 33. 33. 34. 35.36. 37. 38.39. 40.41.42. 43. 44. 45.46.47. 48. 49. 50.51. 52. 53.54. 
55. 56. 57. 58. 59. 60. 61. 62. 63. 64. 65. 66. 68. 69. 70. 71. 72. 73. 75. 76. 77. 78. 79. 80. 81 .. so . . 

.No.-16. _ · 

l
Y~s.-1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. !.l. 10. 11. 12. 13. 14. 15. 16. 17. 18. l!J. 20. 21. 22. 23. 24. 25. 26. 27. 28., 

29. 30. 31. 32. 33. 34. 35. 37. 38. 39. 40. 41. 42. 43. 44. 46. 47. 48. 49. 50. 51. 52. 53. 54. 56. 57. 
58. 59. 60. 61. 62. 63. 64. 65. 66. 69. 72. 73. 75. 76. 77. 78. 79. 80. 81. 

.No.-26. 45. 68. 70. 82. .. · 

{

Ye.•.-2. 3. 7. 8. 9. 10. II. 12. 13. 14. 15. 16. 18. 20. 21. 22. 23. 24. 25. 26. 27. 28. 29. 31. 32. 33. 
34. 37. 38. 39. 43. 44. 46. 48. 49. 50. 51. 52. 54. M. 56. 58. 59. 60. 61. 62. 63. 64. 65. 66: 68. 
69. 70. 72. 73. 75. 76. 78. 79. 80. 81. 82. 

No.-4. 5. 6. 17. 19. 30. 35. 36. 40. 41. 42. 47. 57. 71. . 

{

Ye\-2; 3. _7. 8. 9. 1_0. II. 12. 13. 14. 15. 17. 18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 23. 24. ~5. :6. 27. :8. :9. 30. 3!·. 
3:..,. 3,l. 3o. 36. 37. 38. 39. 40. 41. 42. 43. 44. 45. 46. 47. 48. 49. 50. ol. o2. 53. o4. o5.· 56. 5, .. 
58. 59. 60. 61. 62. 63. 64. 66. 69. 71. 72. 73. !i5. 76. 77. 78. 79. 80. 81. 

No.-4. 5. 6. 16. 34. 18. 70. 82. 

{

Yes"'.--2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 9. 10. 11. 12. 13. 14. 15. 16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 23: 24. 25. 26. :27. 28. 29. 30. 
31. 3:.!. 33. 35. 36. 37. 38.39. 40. 41. 42. 43. 44.45.46.47.48.49.50.51. 52.53.54.55.56.57.58. 
59. 60. 61. 62. 63. 64. 65. 66. 69. 71. 72. 73. 76. 77. 72.' 78. 79. 80. 81. 82. 

i\ o.-8. 34. 68. 70. 75. . 
• With qualification as to cost being met out of Consolidated Revenue. 

{

Yes.-1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 11. 12. 13. 14. 15. 16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 23. 24. 25. 26. 27-
28. 29. 30. 31. 32. 33. 35. 37. 38. 39. 40. 41. 4'.2. 43. 44. 45. 46. 47. 48. 49. 50. 51. 52. 53. M. 55. 

- 56. 57. 58. 59. 60. 61. 62. 63. 64. 65. 66. 68. 69. 70. 71. 7:!. 73. 75. 76. 77. 78. 79. 80. 81. 82. 
No.-34. . 



(j.) 

(h). 

(l.) 
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l
Yes.-1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. !l. 10. 11. 12. 13. 14. 15. 16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 21. 2:J. 23. 24. 25. 26. 27. 

28. 29. 30. 31. 32. 33. 36. 37. 38. 39. 40. 41. 42. 43. 44. 45. 46. 47. 48. 49. 50. 51. 52. 53. 54. 55. 
56. 57. 58. 59. 60. 61. 62. 63. 64. 65. 66. 69. 71. 72. 73. 75. 76. 77. 78. 79. 80. 81. 82. · 

No.-34. 35. 68. 70. · · l Yes.-I. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 13. 14. 15. 16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 21. 23. 24. 25. 26. 27. 28. 29. 30. 31. 
32. 33. 34. 35. 36. 37. 38. 39. 40. 41. 42. 43. 44. 45. 46. 47. 48. 49. 50. 51. 52. 53. 54. 55. 56. 58. 

. 59. 60. 61. 62. 63. 64. 65. 66. 6fl. 69. 70. 71. 72. 73. 75. 76. 77. 78. 79. 80. 81. 82. 
No.-11. 

( Yes.-1. 2. 4. 5. 6. 7_-9_ 9. 1 o. 11. 13. 14. 15. 16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 23. 24. 25. 26. 27. 28. 29. 
' 30. 31. 32. 33. 34. 35. 36. 37. 38. 39. 40. 41. 42. 43. 44. 45. 46. 47. 48. 49. 60. 51. 52. 53. 54. 55. 
) 56. 57. 58. 60. 61. 62. 63. 64. 65. 66. 68, 69. 69. 70. 71. 72. 73. 75. 76. 77. 78. 79. 80. 81. 82. 
l.No.-3. . 

Question 47. Is it, in your opinion, desirable that encouragement sl10uld be given to the ~stablishment 
of Night Schools and Half-time Schools? 

Yes- ' 
Night Schools only.-1. 3. 18. 24. 27. 29. 42. 48. 50. 51. 69. 76. 77. 78. 82. 
Ha{Ftime Sclwols.-38. . 

Botli.-2. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 11. 13. 14. 15. 16. 17. 19. 20. 21. 22. 23. 25. 26. 28. 30. 31. 32. 33. 34. 35. 
36. 37. 39. 40. 41. 41. 43. 45. 46. 47. 49. 52. 53. M. 55. 56. 57. 58. 59. 61. 62. 63. 64. 65. 66. 68. 70. 72. 73. 
74. 75. 79. 80. 81. . 

Question 48. Do you think the system of Public Primary Education should be extended in the 
direction of Infant Schools (Kindergarten system), Industrial Schools, .Ragged Schools for orphans and 
neglected children, and Reformatories for youthful convicted criminals? · 

Yes-
lnfanl Sclwols.-2. 4. 5. 6. 7. 9. ll. 13. 14. 15. 16. 18. 19. 20. 21. '.!3. 24. 25. 26. 27. 28. 29. 30. 31. 32. 

33. 35. 38. 39. 40. 41. 43. 44. 45. 46. 47. 48. 50. IH. 52. 53. 55. 63. 64. 66. 68. 69. 70. 72. 73. 76 .. 77. 78. 
79. 80. 81. 82. . 

Induslrial.-2. 3. 7. 9. 11. 13. 14. 15. 16. 18. 19. 20. 21. 23. 24. 25. 26. 27. 28. 29. 30. 31. 32. 33. 34. 35. 
38. 30. 40. 41. 43. 44. 45. 46. 47. 48. 49. 50. 51. 52. 53. 55. 63. 64. 66. 68. 69. 70. 72. 73. 75. 76. 77. 
78. 70. 80. 81. 82. 

Ragged.-2. 3. 7. fl. 10. 11. 13. 14. 15. 16. 18. 19. 20. 21. 23. 24. 25. 26. 27. 28. 29. ~o. 31. 32. ~3. 34. 35. 
38. 39. 40. 41. 43. 44. 45. 46. 47. 48. 50. 51. 52. 53. 55.-63. 64. 66. 68. 69. 70. 72. 73. 75. 76. 77. 78 • 

. , 79. 80. 81. 82. . 
Reformalories.-2. 3. 7. 9. 10. 11. 13. 14. 15. 16. 18. 19. 20. 21. 23. 24. 25. 2.6. 21: 28. 29. 30. 31. 32. 33. 

35. 38. 39. 40. 41. 43. 44. 45. 46. 47. 48. 49. 50. 51. 52. 53. 55. 62. 63. 64. 65. 66. 68. 69. 70. 72. 73. 75. 
76. 77. 78. 79. 80. 81. 82. Only in large towns-27. 43. 77. 

No.-17. 14. 58. 

XXI. 

SYNOPSIS of Evidence given by .L'Wasters of Superior Schools, and thei'I' views of Education. 

Question 1. Do you regaTd it as a pal't of the duty of the State to make provision for the primary 
education of the· young? . 

Yes.-!. 2. 4. 5. 6: 7.· 8. 9. 1 I. 13. 14. 15. 16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 23. 24. 25. 29. 30. 31. 32. 
Yes,for those unable to payjor private education.-3. 10. 12. ·20. 27. 28. 

Question 2. Is it the duty of the State to impart special religious instruction to the y~ung? Or 
should the State only inculcate the general principles of morality, and afford facilities for clergymen or 
other duly qualified religious teachers to impart more special religious instruction at the school out of 
school hours ? . 

Du(// qf State to impart special religious instruclion.-6. 15. 19. 29. 31. 32. 
'17ie Stale should only inculcate geneml p1·inciples <if morality.-!. 2. 3. 4. 5. 7. 8. 9. ll. 13. 14. 16. 17. 

20. 22. 23. 24. 25. 26. 27. 28. 30. 
Undecided.-10. 12. 18 (would be satisfied with religious teaching of Irish National School Book). 21. 

Question 3. Do yon think it an undue interference with the liberty of the people for the State to make 
Education compulsory? · 

Yes-
No.-I. 2. 3. 4. 6- 6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 11. 12. 13. 14. 15. 16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 23. 24. 25. 26. 27. 28. 20. 30. 

31. 32. 

Question 4. If Education is compulsory, should it also be free to all, or free only to those who are 
unable to pay for it? · . • · c 

Free to all.-8. 9. 13. 16. 30. 31. . 
Free to poor only.-I. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 19. 11. 12. 14. 15. 17. 18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 24. 25. 26. 27. 28. 29. 32. 
Undecided.-23. 

Question 5. If free to all, would you deem it best to pay the cost out of the general revenue of the 
Colony, or to raise it by local rates or by a general education tax? 

General Revenue.-!. 5. 7. 8. 9. 12: 13. 14. 16. 18; 20. 22. 23. 27. 30. 32. 
Local mte.--3. 29. 
Eriucation tax.-6. 31. 
Uudecided.-28. 

Question 6. Do you think the present standard of instmetion in.our Public Schools sufficiently high? 
S~ffi.l'iently high.-3. 4. 5. 6. 10. 1 I. 12. 14. 15. 16. 18. 19. 20 .. 21. 22. 24 •. 25. 26. 27. 29, :n. 32. 
Not high enough.-2. 7. 13. 30. 
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. Question 7, Though the.standard- may be sufficiently high for the. great bulk of the chi_ldren, ~oulJ. it 
-be desirable to extend the. range of subjects for the sake of the remainder, and particularly for the bette1;e: 
preparation of exhibitioners for their work in Superior Schools ? 

Extended range of su'fljects.-2. 7. 14. 16. 17. 21. 24. 25. 30. 32. · • _ 
.Against extended range.-3. 4. 5. 6. 8. JO. ll. 12. 13. 15. 18._20. 22. 26. 27. 28. 2Q. ~l._ 

Question 8. Do you find exhibitioners generally as well prepared to begin their work m the. Superior 
:·.Schools as boys of their own age who come fr_om Private Schools? 

Yes.-4. 5. 16. 22. 27. 
No.-6. 31 (they are at disadvantage at first, but this acts as incentive, and-they ultimately do ..y~ll.) 
'l'hink so.-30. · 
Think not.-2. 7. 
Various.-14, beit.er in arithmetic, worse in other subjects; 17, yes with exception of _classics ; 21, better 

in En~lish and arithmetic, worse in Latin; 24, yes, in the subjects they present; 25, except Latin; 32, -better. 

Question 9. Would you be inclined to increase the number of Exh_ibitions to Superior Schools? 
'[~OTE.-This question may be regarded as applying alike to the Exhibitions awarded by the Board of 
Education to boys under 12, and to those awarded by the Council to boys under 14 years of age.] 

Yes.-2. 6. 7. 15. 16. 17. 22. 25. 26. 27. 30. 
No.-4. 5. 8. 11. 12. 13. 14. 18. 20. 21. 24. 29. 32. 
Increased number of ExhiDitions ff rr,duced values.-10.- · 

Question 10. Would it appear to you an undue and unnecessary encroachment on the field occupied by 
private enterprise in Superior Schools if the State ,were either to very much raise the standard of instruction 

--in the Primary Schools, or to establish Superior Public Schools? 
Yes.-1. 3. 4. 5. 6. 8. 9. 10. 12. 13. 14. 15. 17. 18. 20. 21. 24. 25. 26. 27. 28. 29 •. 
No.-2. 7. l 1. 16. 23. 30. 32. 
22, desirable to have superior schools, although they would. encro~ch upon private enterprise; 31, 

another superior school unnecessary. 

Question 11. Judging from your experience of 'boys in Superior Schools, would you think it quite 
practicable for boys or girls of ordinary ability to go through :the six classes of the Programme of 
Instruction in si~ years, between the ages of 6 and 12 or 7 and 13 ? 

Yes.-I. 2. 3. 4. 6. 7. 10. 14. 15. 20. 26. 27. 28. 31. 32. 
Ye.¥, for'tlwse of more than ordinary ability.-5. 16. 21. 22. 30. 
Yes, but with superficial result.~.-] 2. 18. 

· Question 12. As a friend of education, would you be in favour of compelling such constant attendance.· 
-{wherever such attendance is possible) as would be likely to procure for.every capable scholar the highest 
,.-acquirements the school affords? 

Yes.-1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 10. ll. 12. 14. 16. 17. 18. 20. 22. 24.25. 26. 27. 28. 29. 30. 31. 32. 
No.-13.15. 

Question 13. For what number of days in the quarter should attendance be required? 
30 days.-11. 22. 29. 
35 days.-18. 
44 days.-1. 6. 
48 days.-24. 26. 
50 days.-4. 16. 17. 25. 27. 
50 to 60 days._:_3_ 
60 days.-2. 5. 
As many as possible.-7. 
Every school day.-14. 30. 

Question 14. Should children under "home tuition," or those attending private Primary Schools, be 
·liable to examination in order to their exemption from attendance at Public Schools? 

Yes.-1. 7. ll. 13 (in exceptional cases). 14. 16. 22. 26. 28. 29. 30; 31. 
Yes,fo1• iltose under !tome tuition.-20. 24. 
No.~2. 3. 4. 15. 17. 18. 25. 27. 
Think not.-5. 6. 
-Not at present.-8. _ 
Certificate from responsible and reliable person should be sujfieient.-I0. 15. 

Question 15. Should private school teachers be required to hold a certificate 
· that attendance at their schools shall pass as " attendance " under the Act ? 

Yes.-1. 2. 7. 8. 9. 10. 12. 14. 16. 22. 26. 27. 28. 30. 32. 
No.--3. 4. 5. 11. 15. 17. IS. 23. 24. 25. 
Not under existing educational management.-6. 29. 
Not at present.-13. · 
Notfur existing Teachers.-31. 

f· 

of '.competency m order· 

Question 16. Are the Council of Education 
.. object for which they were established? 

Scholarships acc<>mplishing as fully as is desirable the 

Yes.-4. 9. 11. 13. 14. 15. 17. 18. 23. 26. 28. 29. 
No.-1. 2. 6. 10. 16. 20. 21. 
Think so.-5. 24. 2-5. 
1'/iinll not.-3. 7. 8. ·ao. 
Indefinite or doubiful.-22. 31. 32.' . . 
Remm·hs.-The, force of the adverse argument that Tasmanian Scholars do not always.make their career 

in Tasmania, is recognised by some who reply in affirmative. · 



· 188 
Question 17. Does tiie educational equipment which has secured the 1.'asmanian Scholarship place our 

youth as well at the commencement of their University career as the youth who come from the great school~ 
of England? 

Yes.-6. 10. 22. 24. 32. 
No.-1. 2. 4. 7. 13. 14. 16. 17. 20. 21. 23. 28. 29. 30. 
'f'hink so.-11. 15. 
Tl1ink not.-3. 9. 
Not at Cambridge.-31. 

Question 18. Can you su~gest any change in the subjects or system of examination for the 1.'asmanian 
Scholarsl1ip which would be of advantage to the scholar at his University? 

No.-3. 12. 15. 25. 
Yes- , 

Specialis,ation.-1. 2. 6. 7. 9. II. 13. 14. 16. 17. 20. 22. 24. 28. 30. 31. 32. 
Natural Science Scholarship.-:!. 5. 31. 
Greater ieclmicality.-4. 29. 

Remarks.-9. 13. 20. 22. 24. 32. point out that the Council of Education have in contemplation a scheme. 
of specialisation. 

Question 19. Do you think that the number of scholarships might be increased with advantage, 
witl1out increasing the annual expenditure,-as, e.g., by providing four scholarships of £100 each, tenable 
either at approved British or Colonial Universities ; or, with an increased expenditure of £200 per 
annum, by providing, in addition to the two of £200 each now tenable in a British University, two more of" 
£100 each, tenable either at a Colonial or a British University? 

increased number if Scholarsldps, without additional e:rpenditure
Yes.-16. 
No.-1..2. 13. 18. 19. 22. 24. 25. 28. 

Increa.sed number qf Sc/10/arsllips, u:it/1 increased e:rpe12diture if £200. 
Yn.--.5. 7.* 8. 11.~:- 12. 14. 15. 17. 21. 26. 27. 29. 3ll. 3.2. 
No.-1. 2. 9. 13. 18. 25. 28 . 

.Against all Sclwlarsldps.-3. · 
For the present plan.-4. , 
Additional Scholarships qf £200.-6. 20. 
Application· if funds to Local Sc/wlarships and Exhihitions.-10. 

• 7. 11. recommends four new scholarships of £100. 31. recommends throe scholm·ships of ,£150 + ,£.'.50 passage money. 

Question 20. Do you think it would be desirable to throw open the Tasmanian Scholarships to otheri,
than the youth of Tasmania? 

Yes.-lI.*· 12.•i 165· 19. 21.'~ 32°'. 
No.-1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 13. 14. 15. 17. 18. 20. 22. 23. 24. 25. 26. 27. 28. 29. 30 31. 

• On condition of previous residence. 

Question 21. Do you approve of the constitution of the Council of Education? 
Yes.-4. 14. 15. 17. 
No.-1. 2. 3. 5. 6. 7. 12.• 16. 18. 19. 20." 21. 22•. 26t. 28. 29. 30. 31. 
As a provisional arrangement.-9. 13. 

• Think basis too narrow, but cannot suggest improvement. 
t Says Roman Catholics not represented, and would suggest pro rata representation. 

Question 22. Can you suggest any advantageous alteration in it? 
No.-4. 14. 
E11largement.-l. 5. 17. 20. 30. 31. 32. 
Elective.-1. 7. 16. 
JIJinfaier of Education.-3. 
Exclusion rif all personally connected witli Superior Sclwols.-6. 
Either all or no Head 1Hasiersrif Superior Schools to be Members.-7. 
Rev. R. D. Pouleil-Harri,'s Sclieme.-2. 21. 
ft/ ore liberal reco_qnition oj denomiuations.-19. 26. 
University.-9. 13. 22. 29 . 
.111embrrs to be Graduate.•, or per.1ons distinguished by /heir attainments. -18. 30. 

Question 23. Do you think the time has come for the establishment of a University in Tasmania? 
Yes.',-1. !J. I J. 13. 16. 21. 22. 24. 26. 27. 29. 
No.-2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 10. 12. 14. 15. 17. 18. 20. 25. 30. 31 (recommends a central self~supporting institution

for training of scholars). 32. 
• The majo11ty who say Yes are in favour of a mere examining body qualified to confer Degrees. 

Question 24. Pending the establishment of a Tasmanian University, how do you think the Council of· 
Education might best bring within the reach of a larger number than now participate in them the· 
.ml vantages of the higher intellectual culture? 

In noway.-!. 12. 13. 19.21. 22. 32. 
By lectures in Science and technical suqjects.-4. 5. 15. 
Rewards for essays.-5. 
By co-operation wit/,. e:1:fating educational institutions.-6. 
By increa.~ed Sclwlarships at Colonial Universities.-7. 15. 26. 
E:i:amination.~for Melbourne or Sydney Degrees held in Tasmania.-10. 14. 
By a ltiglier Degree titan A.A.-11. 
By larger concessions on part of t!te Council.-16. 
Distinguishing suldects qf study rif girls.-29. 
Establishment qf Superior State Sclwols.-30. 
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Question 25. Do you think the central control of our public primary edueation by the Board of 
Education is efficient and satisfactory? 

· Question 26. Do yon think it preferable, in lieu of the Board of Education, to substitute some other 
-directorate or controlling authority? if so, will you state in whose hands that direction and control should 
:be? 

Yes.-4. 15. 27. 
No.-2. 3. 6. 16. 30. 
Capable of improvement-

By having J.lfinister of Education presiding.-2. 3. 5. 6. 19. 
Separate Boai·ds North and Soutli.-7. 
Elective and enlarg,ed Board.-12. 18. 
Minister of Education, with Inspectoi·s.-11. 14. 16 (recommends responsible head, with District 

Boards having full authority). 29. 30. 
Payment of J.W.embers qf Board.-19. 
Local Boards elective, Chairmen to recommend Director ef Education.-22. 

Question 27. Are there any other suggestions you have to offer in relation to the improvement of om• 
.Educational system ? · 

JJ!/.edical e:r:amination of childi·en, and sanitary inspection ef sclwols.-2. 
Separate sclwolsfor girls and boys.-4. 
Additional school appliances.-4. 30. 
Encoui-agement of essays.-4. 
P1·ovisionf01· prizes.-4. 
Annual e:i:hibitions <!f school work or anything boys and girls can make or produce.-4. 
Payment by 1·esults, as understood by Roman Catlwlics.-5. 26. 
Better payment of teaching body.-6. 
Noi·mal Sclwols.-8. 
More technical and practical instruction.-8. 10.16. 23. 30. 
Mm·e Inapectors and inC'reased inspeetion.-15. 
Subsidies to e:cisting Grammar Schools conditionally upon examination conducted by non,..Tasmanian.-29. 
Greater attention to cleanliness ef pupils.-30. 
A,ZZotment of small sum for petty 1·epairs, cleaning, firing, .yc.-30. 
'1 eachers should be .fi·ee out of school lwurs .-30. 
Teachers' salaries not to be dependent upon school average.-30. 
Teachers should only communicate to the parents ef pupils thi-ough Local Board.-30. 

XXII. 

SYNOPSIS of Evidence given by Teachers under tlie Board of Education. 
Answers have been received from the following persons:
Question 1. What is your name? 
Question 2. What Public School are you Teacher of? 

1. Mr. Thomas Kildea, Franklin. 
-2. Miss Sarah l\f'Williarns, Green Point. 
3. Mr. Fred. W. Mold, Jerusalem . 

. 4. Miss Lucy Emily 'Wragg, Somerset, River Cam. 

. ,5. Miss Florence Kearney, Enfield. 
-6. Mr. E. A. Lovell, Long Bay and Three Hut 

Point. 
7. 1\:h:. R~bert Mason, Port Cygnet. 
8. Mr. Philip Palmer, Brown's River. 
9. Mr. John Leeming, Bishopsbourne. 

10. Mr. John William Hutton, Brookside. 
11. Mrs. Arma Cmphey, Deddington. 
12. Mr. Frederick 'Williums, English Town. 
_13. Mr. George Pearce, Spring Bay. 
14. Mr. J as. P. Montgomery, George's Bay. 
15. Mr. J olm Cooper Edgar, Westbury. 
16. Mr. Henry Smith, Mole Creek. 
17. Miss Violet Mary Robertson, Epping. 
18. Mr. E. A. Hadfield, Tunnack. 
19. Mr. R. W. Pierce, Cressy. 

·20. Mr. A. H. Brown, Constitution Hill. 
21. Mr. Thomas Brain, Antill Ponds. 
22; Miss C. Morris by, River Plenty: 

-23. Mr. Edward Blyth, Kangaroo Point. 
:24. Mr. Joshua John Hayes, Jericho. 
2-5. Mr. Francis Darcey,, Queenstown. 
26. Miss Muriel Robertson, Carrick. 

:27. Mr. W. C. Blyth,.Campbell Town. 
28. Miss Ellen Bell, Cressy Road. 
29. Mr. William Stevens, ·Richmond. 
. 30. Mr. A. W. Smith, Swansea. 
31. Mr. David Bell, Victoria. 

,32. Mrs. Catherine Troy, Newnham. 

33. Mr. Robert Gumley, Gould"s Country. 
34. Mr. J. H. Heathorn, Upper Ringarooma. 
35. Mr. John Miles, Lefroy. 
36. Mr. James Frqser, Black River . 
37. Mrs. E. M. Kidd, Frederick-st., Launceston. 
38. Mr. D. Morrison, Bridgenorth. 
39. Miss M. E. Edwards, Chudleigh . 
40. Mr. William Kenner, Sassafras. 
41. Mrs. M. E. Townley, Muddy Plains. 
42. Mrs. E. M. Bilton, Rokeby. 
43. Mr. William Scott, Torquay. 
44. Mrs. Charlotte M'Ginnes, Carlton. 
45. Mr. John Langley, Hastings. 
46. Mr. Chas. Hutchins, Tea Tree. 
47. Mr. Henry c.·Hurst, Green Ponds. 
48. Miss Elizabeth Hannah Briant, Sandy Bay. 
49. Mr. V{ilfred John Figgis, St. Leonard's. 
50. Mr. Martin Cheek, Rose Vale. 
51. Mrs. C. M. Dean, Longley. 
52. Mr. J as. S. Roche, Oatlands. 
53. Mr. G. Hardy, J etsonville. 
54. Mr. Alfred C. ·wellard, Dunorlan. 
55. Mr. Richard Griffin, Cormiston. 
56. Mr. Alexander Oliver, Penguin Creek. 
57. Mr. A. C. Blackmore, Honeywood. · 
58. Miss M. J. Plunkett, Lisdill~n. 
59. Mr. Daniel Tolland, Broadmarsh and Ellerslie. 
60. Ml'.. Denis Hartnett, Golden Valley. 
61. Mr. Wm. H. Kidd, Elizabeth-st. School, 

Launceston. 
62. Miss Elizabeth Newitt, Orielton . 
63. Miss Anne Calvert, South Arm. 
64. Miss Florence M. Wickins, Orford. 



65. Miss Eda·L. Mattson, Ravenswood. 
66. Mr. John J. Low, Latrobe. 
67. Mr. John Littlejohn,· Irish Town. 
68. Miss Hectorina Alomes, Peppermint Bay. 
69. Mr. Thomas Wright, Abbotsham. 
70. Mr. Malcolm Duncanson, Deloraine. 
71. Mrs. Letitia Pilcher, Lower Jerusalem. 
72. l\'lr. Thomas Barrett, Whitemore. 
73. Mr.John Simpson, Scottsdale. 
74. Mr. George Pullen, Exton. 
75. Mr. Richard Smith, New Norfolk. 
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100. Mrs. Cordelia E. Tapp, Cleveland. 
101. Mr. Thomas Cawb!'o, Forest, Circular Head~ 
I02. Mr. George Roberts, Trinity Hill, Hobart, 
103. Mr. Alexander John Harley, Macquarie-st. 
104. Miss Rebecca Marshall, Raminea. 
105. M1;. Matthew M'Phee, Battery Point, 

Hobart. 
106. Mr. Thos. Alexander, Sheffield. 
107. Mr. John Frances Johnston, Both well. 
108. Mr. Alfred Wood, N orthciown. 
109. Mr. Andrew W ceding, Margate. 

76. Mr. Charles Hall, M nrray-street Public School. 110. William Henry Hutchins, Old Beach .. 
77. Mr. Robt. L. Miller, Kellevie. 
78. Mr. Thomas Young, Southport. 
79. Miss Ann M. Campbell, Surges Bay. 
80. Mr. David Purvis, Dover, Port Esperance. 
81. Mr. John Sherman, Castra Road. 
82. Mr. James Kelly, Turner's Marsh. 
SR Mr. G. Heritage, Longford. 
84. Mr. A. P. Gregory, Hamilton-on-Forth. 
85. Miss Caroline Foster, Avoca. 
86. Miss Mary Ann Kelly, Early Rises. 
87. Mr. J. E. Fitzpatrick, Dulcott. 
88. Mr. James Dakin, Moorina. 

111. Miss Mary B. Wright, South Bridgewater. 
112. Mr. Murray Burgess, Hamilton-on-Clyde. 
113. Mr. George Lloyd, Glenorchy. 
114. Mr. S. Hughes, New Town. 
115. Mr. James 'l'aylor, Sorell. 
116. Miss Jane Campbell, Wattle Grove. 
117. Mrs. E.-M. Morey, Nook. 
118. Miss S. M. White, Flmrnrdale. 
119. Mr. C. H. Rule, Goulburn-street, Hobart. 
120. Miss Mary Quinn, North Motton. 
121. Mr. Thomas Pullen, Barrington. 
122. Mr. William A. Downie, Cascades, Impression, 

89. Mr. H.J. B. Lewis, New Ground and Green's Bay (half-time school). · 
Creek (half-time.) 

90. Miss Joanna Morrison, St. Michael's. 
123. Mrs. E. S. J. Blacklow, Black Brush. 
124. Mr. W. J. J. Reynolds, Central School, .. 

91. Mr. Allan Roper, River Don. 
92. Mr. John D. Rees, Perth.· 

Hobart. 
125. Miss F. J.C. Alomes, Ouse. 

93. Mr. Henry Cole, Forcett. 
94. Mr. F. E. N. Gray, Winkleigh. 
95. William Bruni Pybus, Oyster Cove. 
96. Mr. F. A. Finch, Ulverstone. 

126. Mr. R. M'Villy, jun., Sorell Creek. 
127. Mrs. Fanny Gregory, Deloraine. 
128. Mr. William Ford, Breadalbane. 
129. Mr. Edward Burton, Emu Bay. 

97. Mr. John N. Clemons, Evandale. 130. Mrs. Anne Martin, White Hills. 
98. Mr. Roderick G. M'Leod, Glengarry. 
99. Mr: .Alfred Willicornbe, Waratah. 

131. Mrs: Sarah B. Luttrell, Ellendale. 
132. Mr. Thomas Ball, Pontville. 

Question 3.-How long have you been employed as teacher under the Board of Education? 

Uuder 1 _1/ear.-3. 10. 17. 39. 63. 68. 
]Of)_ 118. 128. 132. 

l year.-4. 6. 12. 18. 28. 50. 62. 86. 92. 
2 yem·s.-13. 34. 65. 73. 87. 123. 
3 yea,•.9.-5. 20. 51. 60. 94. 96. 129. 
4 years.-'26. 43. 46. 77. 90. 108. 116. 

110. 120. 
5 years.-7. 24. 53. 72. 88. 110. 
6 y,,ars.-16. 19. 35. 41. 42. 55. 56. 67. 

104. 111. 115. 
7 years.-23. 54. 58. 59. 64. 78. 81. 8-!. 

98. 122. 128. 1:n. 

8 yuars.-33. 49. 57. 95. 100. 
9 years.-48. 66. 106. 112. 

10 years.-21. 93. 107. 
11 uears.-40. 
12years.-22. 52. 80. 130. 
13 years.-15. 
14 years.-27. 85. 103. 
Iii years.-45. 127. 
16 years.-1. 9. 30. 38. 83. 121. 
17 years.-47. 89. 124. 126. 
18years.-2. ll. 14. 75. 82. 117. 
19 years.-36. 76. 101. 113. 

20 years.-32. 71. 91.-
21 yeurs.-25. 
22 yean-44. 105. 
23 years.-8. 
~4 years.-29. 69. 79. 
25 years.-37. 70. 74. 
26 years.-97. 99. 
27 yenrs.-61. 
28 years.-102. 
29 yew·s.-31. 
33 yeurs.-114. 

Question 4. Have you had other experience as a teacher besides that under the Board of Education?" 
and if-so, where, and at what period? · 

Ye.~.-3. 4. 5. 8. 1·2. 13. 19. 21. 22. 23. 29. 31. 32. 34. 35. 36. 37. 39. 42. 43. 45. 54. 58. 61. 65. 69. 70. 72. 
74. 76. 77. 78. 82. '83. 84. 86. 88. 91. 92. 94. 97. JOO. 102. 103. 105. _108. ll I. 113. 115. 117. 119. 123. 124. 127.-
13U. 132. 

"No.-1. 2. 6. 7. 9. 10. 11. 14. 15. 16. 17; 18. 20. 24. 25. 26. 27. 28. 3u. 33. 40. 41. 44. 46. 47. 48. 49. 50. 51. 
52. 53. 55. 56. 57. 59. 62. 63. 64. 66. 67. 68. 71. 73. 75. 79. 80. 81. 85. 87. 89. 90. 93. 95. 96. 98. 99. 101. 104 •. 
106. 107. 109. 110. 112. 114. 116. 118. 120. 121. 122. 125. 126. 128. 129. 131. 

Question 5. Where did yon receive your training? 

Great Britain, or uut of Australian Colonies.-3. 9. 11. 12. 13. 15. 31. 36. 37. 38. 39. 43. 45. 53. 61. 69.-
74. 76. 92. 98. 100. 102. 105. 114. 119. 124. 132. 

In Australian· Colonies.-!. 2. 4. 5. 6. 7; 8. 10: 14. 17. l 8. 19. 20. 23. 24. 25. 26. 28. 33. 34. 35.41. 42. 46. 48. 
49. 50. 51. 52. 56. 57. 58. 59. 63. 64. 65. 66. 67. 68. 73. 75. 77. 7B. 79. 80. 81. 83. 84. 85. 87. 89. 90. 91. 93. 94. 95. 
96. 99. 103. 104. 106. 107. 109. 113. 117. 118. 120. 122. ]23. 1'26. 128. 130. 

No training.-16. 21. 22. 27. 29. 30. 32. 40. 44. 47. 54. 55. 60. 62. 70. 71. 72. 82. 88. 108. 110. 111. 112. 
115.121. 125. 127. 129. 131. 

l 
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Question 6. Do :vou hold a certificate of competency, a,nd what is your classification? 
Yes-

Cl I S Div. A.-11. 61..69. 114. i'I9. 124. 132. 
ass · t Div. B.-44. 75. 83. 105. 

Cl II { Div. A.-1. 14. 31. 92. 99. 
ass · Div. B.-8. 19. 25. 27. 29. 52. 67. 70. 103. 

{

Div. A.-2.15. 28. 42. 47. 57. 80. 84. 85. 10t. ll3. 117. 129 . 
. Class III. Div. B.-4. 23. 22. 26. 3-5. 39. 43. 45. 49. 54. 56. 65. 66. 72. 77. 79. 81. 89. 90. 93. 96. 

98. 100. 106. 108. ll5. 121. 1'25. 130. 
Cl IV 5 Div. A.-7. 13. 16. 36. 38. 40. 46. 53. 60.·62. 82. 88. 95. 101. llO. 122. 

· ass · ( Div. B.-6. 9. 10 .. 20 .. 21. 24 .. 50 .. 55. 59. 64. 73. 78. 87. 116. 126.' 
Not.classified.-3. 5. 12. 17. 18. 30. 32. 33. 34. 37. 41. 48. 5\. 63. 68. 71. 86. 91. 9-l. 104. 109. Ill. 112. 

118. 123. 127. 128. 131. 

Question 7. -Have you followed any other calling, secular or religious; or held any other office, with 
or without the concurrence of the Board ? • 

Yes.-40. 43. l 21. . . 
. With sanction qf Board.-' 14. 15. 16. 21. 24. 27. 30. 31. 35. 45. 51. 54. 58. 74. 80. 82. 83. 89. 108. 113. 
No.~1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. l 0. I I. 12. l :3. 17. 18. 19. 20. 22. 23. 25. 26. 28. 29. 32. 33. ::11. 36. 37. 38. 39. 

41..42. 44. 46. 47. 48. 49. 50. 52. 53. 55. 56. 57. 59. 60. 61. 62. 63. 64. 65. 66. 67. 68. 69. 70. 71. 72. 73. 75. 76. 
77. 78. 79. 81. 84. 85. 86. 87. 88. 90. 91. 92. 93. 94. 95. 96. 97. 98. 99. 100. 101. 102. 103. 104. 105. 106. 107. 
109. 110. Ill. 112. 114. 115. ll6. 117. ll8. 119. 120. 122. 123. 124. J2.j. 126. 127. 128. 129. 130. 131. 132. 

Question 8. Do you give religious instruction every day, and at what hour? 
Yes- . 
· Morning.-9 to 10 A.M.-2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7.·8. 9. 10. 11. 12. 13. 15. 17. 19. 20. 21. 23. 24. 25. 26. 27. 28. 

29. 30. 31. 34. 37. 39. 41. 42. 44. 45. 40: 47. 48. 49. 50. 54. 55. 56. 57. 51') .. 61. 62. 63. 64. 68. 69. 70. 
71. 72. 73. 74. 75. 76, 77. 78. 80. 81. 82. 84. 85. SH. 89. 91. 92. 93. 94. 95. 97. 98. 99. 100. 102. 103. 
104. 105. 106. 107. 108. 109. llO. Ill. 112. ll3. ll4. ll5. 119. 121. 122. 123. 124. 125. 126. 128. 
129. ]32. 10 to 11 A:M.-65. 130. 

Afternoon.-'l ·30 to 2-51. . 
No.-I. 14. · l 8. 32. 33. 35. 36. 38. 40. 43. 52. 53. 59. 60. 66. 6i. 79. 83. 86. 87. 90. 96. 117. 118. 120. 127. 

131. 

Question 9. Do you give religious instruction to the wh?le school at once, or in classes separately? 

Whole school, or all classes except l and 2.-2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 11. l 3. 15. 16. 20. 21. 22. 23. 24. 27. 28. 30. 
31. 87. '39. 41. 42. 44. 45. 46. 47. 48. 49. 50. 51. 54. 55. 56. 57. 58. 61. 62. 63. 64. 65. 68. 69. 70. 72 .. 74. 
75. 76. 77. 79. 80. 8'2. 85. 88. 89. 92. 93. 94. 95. 98. 99. 103. 104. 105. 106. 107. 108. 109. 110. 111. IJ2. 113. 
ll4. 115. 116. 121. 122. 125. 126. 128.129. 

Classes.- 9. 10. 17. 19. 25. 26. 29. 34. 71. 73. 78. 81. 84. 91. 97. 100. JOI. 102. 119. 123. 124. 130. 132. 
Not at all.-1. 14. IS. 32. 33. 35. 36. 38. 40. 43. 52. 53. 59. 60. 66. 67. 83. 86. 87. 90. 96. ll7. 118. 120. 

127. 131. 

Question 10. What is the character of the instruction you impart~-doctrinal, _precep.tiv~, 01· 

historical? and what books do you use? 

JJoctrinal.-8. 39. 44. 7'2. 74. 82. 100. 128. 
Preceptive.-3. 15. 24. 31. 50. 54. 55. 56. 58. 62. 68. 70. 73. 74 .. 75. 76. 77. 80. 85. 92. 97. 100. 104. 106. 

108. no. u2. 113. IVi. 124. 120. 12s. 130. 131. rn2. · 
Historical.-I. 3. 5. 7. 8. 9. 10. 11. 13. 15. 16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 23. 25. 26. 27. 28. 29. 30. 31. 34. 40. 

41. 42. 45. 46. 48. 49. liO. 51. 55. 56. 57. 63. 64. 67. 68. 69. 71. 73. 74. 77. 79. 80. 81. 83. 84. 85. 88. 89, 91. 92. 
93. 94. 97. 99. 100. 102. 103. 105. 106. 101. 10s. 109. no. II3. 114. II5. 121. 122. 123. 124. 126. 129. 130. 131. 
132. . 

Books-
Bible and Scripture History.-1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 1 I. 12. 13. 16. 17. 20. 21. 22. 23. 24. 25. 26. 27. 29. 

31. 34. 37. 39. 42. 44. 41;. 46. 48. 49. 50. 54. 62. 63. 65. 69. · 7-J. 73. 7 4. 7 5. 80. 88. 94. 95. l 00. 1 Ol. 103. 
104. 112.113. 122.125.131. 

Other, including Board boolis.-9. 10. 18. 21. 27. 28. 30. 31. 34. 40. 51. 55. 56. 57. 64. 66. 67. 68. 70. 
71. 76. 77. 78. 79. 83. 84. 85. 89. 90. 93. 98, 100. IOI. 102. 106. 107. 108. 109. Ill. 116. 121. 123. 
126. 128.129.130. 

Question·ll. Do you use any other books than those authorised by the Board? 

Yes ( with qualifications and Zimitations.)-4. 43. 66. 96. 98. 112. 
No.-1. 2. 3. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10. IJ. 12. 13., 14. 15. 16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 23. 24. 25. 26. 27. 28. 29. 30. 31. 

32. 34. 35. 36. 37. 39. 40. 41. 42. 44. 45. 46. 47. 48. 49. 50. 51. 54. 55. 56. 57. 58. 60. 61. 62. 63. 64. 65. 67. 68. 
69. 70. 71. 72. 73. 74. 75. 76. 7i. 78. 79. 80. 81. 82. 83. 84. 85. ~6. 87. 88. 89. 90. 91. 92. 93. 94. 95. 97. 99. I 00. l 01. 
102: 103. 104. 105. 106. 107. 108. 109. 110. Ill. ll3. 114. 115. ll6. IIS. 119. 121. 123. h!4. 125. 126. 127. 128. 
129. 130. 131. 132. 

Question 12. If religious truths occur in the ordinary reading lessons, do you call particular-
attention to them ? · 

Yes-
Generally".-1. 3. 4. 5. 6. 8. 9. 15. 17. 19. 20. ~2. 24. 25. 26. 28. 30. 31. 32. 34. 35. 36. 37. 38. 39. 40. 
41. 42. 4:.l. 44. 46. 48. 50. 52. 53. 54. 55. 56. 57. 58. 61. 6-2. 63. 64. 65. 60. 67. 72. 73. 74. 75. 76. 79. 80. 

83. 84. 87. 88. 90. 91. 92. 93. 95. 97. 98. 99. JOO. 101. 104. 107. 108. llO. 113. 114. ll5. 120. 123. 
126. 129. 130. 131. 132. 

Occasionally.-10. 12. 16. 21. 29. 45. 49. 51. 69. 77. 78. 81. 94. 96. 102. ll2. ll7. 121. 
No.-'2. 7. ll. 13. 18. 23. 27. 33. 47. 60. 68. 70. 71. 82. 89. 103. 10{>, 106. 109. Ill. ll/:l. 124. 125. 127. 128. 

• Many who reply in affirmative qualify their ansVi'.er by explaining that they only call attention to undogmatic matters. 
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Question la. Are you careful to ascertain the views of parents with regard to religious instruction of 

their children? and do any children withdraw ,from your school when such instruction is given? 
Yes.-2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 9. 10. 11. 12. 16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 21. 23. 24. 27. 28. 29. 30. 34. 36. 37. 39. 40. 41. 

42. 44. 45. 46. 47. 48. 49. 50. 51. 52. 53. 54. 55. 56. 57. 58. 61. 62. 63. 64. 65. 60. 67. 68. 69. 70. 71. 72. 73. 74. 
75. 76. 77. 7tf. 79. 80. 82. 84. 85. 88. 89. 92. 93. 94. 95. 98. 99. IOU. 101. 102. 103. 104. 105. 106. 107. 108. 109. 
llO. Ill. 113. 114. 115. 116. 119.122. 123. 124. 125. 126. 127. 128. 129. 130. 131. 132. 

No.-S. 15. 97. . 
Childi·en witltdmwn-

Yes.-S. 10. 15. 23. 28. 3.0. 47. 49. 57. 70. 7;,. 79. 85. 92. 98. 102. 103. 106. 109. llO. 111. 112. 113. 
114. 116. lHJ. 125.127. 128. 129. 131. 132. 

No.--1. 2. 3. 4. b. 7. 9. 11. 12. 16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 25. 26. 27. 29. 31. 34. 35. 3i. 39. 40. 41. 42. 
43. 44. 45. 46. 48. 50. 51. 52. 53. 55. 56. 5R. 61. 63. 64. 65. 66. 67. 68. 69. 71. 72. 73. 74. 76. 78. 80. 
82. 84. 87. 88. 89. !J3. 9~. 97.'99. 100. 101. 105. 107.108. 115. 122. 123. 12,J. 126. 130. 

In the absence of special religious instruction, or fo1· other reason, enquiry_unnecessaiy; no complaiizt.-1. 
14. 26. 31. 32. 60. 81. 83. 91. 96. 120. 121. 

Question 14. Does any clergyman give religious instruction in your school? If one or more, state 
the denominations with which they are connected. 

Yes-
Roman Catlwlic.-1. 25. 57. 60. 80. 86. 100. 
Clturclt of England.--8. 15. 19. 23. 30. 33. 42. 46. 52. 66. 75. 76. 83. 85. 93. 100. 102. 107. ll2. ll3. 

114. 115. 124. 132. 
WesleiJan.-16. 
Congregational.--45. SO. 
Denomination not mentioned.-62. 82. 

None.-2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 9. 10. 11. 12. 13. 14. 17. 18. 'W. 21. 22. 24. 26. 27. 28. 29. 31. 32. 34. 35. 36. 37. 38. 
39. 40. 41. 43. 44. 47. 48. 49. 50. 51. 53. 54. 55. 56. 58. 59. 61. 63. 64. 65. 67. 68. 69. 70. 71. 72. 73. 74. 77. 78. 
79. 81. 84. 87. 88. 89. 90. 91. 92. 94. 95. 96. 97. 98. 99. 101. 103. 104. 105. 106. 108. 109. 110. 111. 116. 117. 
118. 119. 120. 121. 122. 123. 125. 126. 127. 128. 129. 130. 131. . 

Question 15. Does each clergyman, if any, visiting your school, ;trictly observe the Regulations of 
the Board as to the times of attendance and as to instructing only those of hi_s own denomination? 

Yes.-1. 8. 15. 19. 23. 25. 30. 33. 42. 45. 46. 52. 57. 60. 06. 83. 85. 86. 100. 102. 107. 112. 113. 114. ll5. 124. 
132. 

No.-lCl, visit paid 10 A.11r.; 75, fixed day rule not regarded; 76, no answer; 80, does not keep rule as 
to tirne; 93, instructs children of other denominations. 

The above dispose of .all schools at which ministers of religion are said to have attended. 

Question 16. Is there a. Denominational School in your neighb_ourhood, if so, state the denomination? 
Yes--

Roman Catlwlic.-3. 7. 18. 27. 29. 47. 52. 61. 70. 73. 75. 76. 103. 113. 114. 116. 119. 132. 
Cltw·clt of En_qland.-6. 61. 
Wesleyan.-9. 72. 
Congi·egational.-

N o.-l.. 2. 4. 5. 8. 10. 11: 12. 13. 14. 15. 16. 17. 19. 20. 21. 22. 23. 24. 25. 26. 28. 30. 31. 32. 33. 34. 35. 36. 
37. 38. 39. 40. 41. 42. 43. 44. 45. 46. 48. 49. i'>O. 51. 54. 55. 56. 67. 58. 59. 60. 62. 63. 64. 65. 66. 67. 68. 69. 71. 
74. 77. 78. 79. 80. 81. 82. 8!3. 84. 85. 86. 87. 88. 89. 90. 91. 92. 93. 94. 95. 96. 97. 98. 91'. 100. 101. 102. 104. 
105. JOG. 107. 10~. 109. 110. Ill. 112. 115. 117. 120. 121. 122. 123. 124. 125. 126. 127. 128. 129. 130. 131. 

Question 17. Do ·you think that Public School teachers should be free to impart religious instruction 
out of school hours, either as Stmday School teachers or lay preachers? 

Yes.-2. 3. 4. 6. 8. 9. 12. 14. 15. 19. 22. 28. 29. 30. 35. 40. 41. 42. 43. 44. 45. 46. 47. 50. 51. 53. 54. 55. 56. 
57. 60. 61. 62. 63. 64. 65. 66. 6S. 69. 71. 72. 74. 75. 76. 79. 82. 84. 85. 88. 91. 92. 93. 94. 95. 100. 101. 104. 106. 
109. ]10. 115. 116. 117. 120. 123. 125. 128. 130. 131. 

No.--1. 5. 7. 10. 11. 13. 16. 17.*' 18. 20.:i; 2I°. 23. 24.* 25. 26." 27. 31. 32. 33. 34. 36. 38. 39. 48. 49_,;, 52. 58. 
59. 67. 70." 73.* 77. 78. 80. 81. 86. 87. 89. 90. 96. 97. 98. 99.'ll 102. 103. 105.107. 112.<!a' 113. 114. 118*. 119. 121• 
122. 124. 126. 127. ]29. 132. 

• Approve of Sunday Scho9l teaching only. 

Question 18. Will you state your reasons.for ot· against such freedom being allowed? 
See Evidence. 

Question 19. Have you found that the present system of central control of the Board of Education 
has worked smoothly and well? 

Yes."'-1. 2. 3. 4. 5· 6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 11. 13. 15. 16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 21. '22. 23. 24. 25. 26. 27. :t8. 29. 30. 31. 32. 
33. 34. 35. 36. 37. 38. 39. 40. 41. 42. 44. 45. 46. 47. 48. 49. 50. 51. 52. 53. 54. 55. 55. 57. 5R. 59. GO. 61. 62. 63 
64. 65. 60. 67. 68. 69. 70. 71. 72. 73. 74. 75. 76. 77. 78. 79. 80. 81. 82. 83. 84. 85. 89. 90. 91. 93. 95. 96. 97. 98. 
99. 100. 101. 102. 103. 104. 105. 106. 107. 109. 110. Ill. 112. 113. 114. ll5. 116. 117. 118.119. 120. 121. 122. 
123. 124. 125. 126. 127. 128. 129. 130. 131. 132 .. 

No.-14. 87. 88. 94. 
"' Many of these affirmatives qualified in various ways. 

Question 20. Do you think it would be advantogeous to the cause of Education if the entire central 
control were placed in the hands of a paid professional Head and a Minister of Education, rather than in 
the hands of a Board of Education. as at present constituted? · If you think so, state wherein the 
advantage would consist. · 

Paid Professional Head and 11:Iinister of Education.-!. 3. 14. 15. 19. 20. 24. 25. 27. 29. 3/i. 40. 41. 43. 
48. 49. 52. 53. 57. 59. 67. 69. 70. 71. 72. 74. 82. 84. 88. 93. 94. 96. 99. 101. 104. 106. 109. 113. 114. 117. 129. 
1~ . 

Board of Education.-2. 5. 6. 7. 11. 18. 22. 23. 31. 32. 34. 36. 3!:l. 44. 46. 50. 51. 56. 58. 60. 62. 64. 73. 79. 
80. 83. 90. !JI. 92. 95. 98. 102. 105. 110. 11::l. 116. 119. 123. 124. 131. 132. 

3, says paid Director with present Board; 61, ditto. 

" 

,_ 

1-.. 
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Question 21. Can you suggest any other mode of central control ·which you think :w~ml,d be p~eferable 
-·to either of the above-named methods? . · · , 

Yes-
Deliberative body of Teaclters.-92. 
Board ef Education with paid Cltairman._:_105. 
Board 1·ende1·ed i·esponsible to Pai·liament.-98. 
JJ£inister ex officio Chairman of Board.-102. . 

No.--1. 2. 3. 5. ll. 7. 9. l n. 11. l 3. 14. 15. l(L 17. 18. 19. 20. 21. 2·J. 23. 24. 25. 26. 27. 28. 29. 3.0. 31. 32. 33. 
34. 35. 36. 38. 39. 40. 41. 42. 43. 44. 45. 46. 47. 48. 49. 50. 51. 52. 53. 5-1. 55. '55_· 57. 58 .. 62. 63: 64. 66; 60. 70. 
71. 72. 73. 74. 75. 76. 77. 'it-<. 79. 80. 81. 82. 83. 84. 8-5. 86. 87. 88. 89. 90. 91. 93. 9<!. 95. 96. 97. !)9. 100. 101. 
103.104. IO(i. 107. 108. 109. 1.10. 112. 113. 114. 116. 117. 120. 121. 122. 123. 124. 125. 126 .. 127. 129. 130. 131. 
132. . 

Question 22. Has yom experience or observation of the working of Local School Boal'.ds ,led you to 
· the opinion that they generally interest themselves in the schools, and that they ~e.nqe,r 1n,uch ,useful 
, service? 

Yes.-6. 7. 13. 14 .. 27. 33. 50. 55. 5S. 60. 61. 62. 63. 71. 77. 78. 81. 82. 90. 103. 104. 109. 114. 122. 123. 
124. 131. 132. , 

No.-1. 2. 4. 8. 9. 10. 11. 12. 15. 16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 23. 24. 25. QO. 29. 30. 31. 32. 34. 35. 36'. 37. 38. 
40. 41. 42. 43. 44. 45. 46. 47. 48. 49. 51. 52. 53. 54. 56. 57. 59. 64. 65. 66. 67. 68. 69. 70. 72. 73. 74. 75. 76. 79. 
80. 83. 85. 86. 88. 89. 91. 92. 93. 94. 95. 96. 97. 98. 99. 100. 101. 102. 105. 106. 107.108. 110: 111. ll2. ll3. 
115. 116. 117. 118. 119. 120. 121. 125. 126. 127. 128. 129. 130. . . 

Question 23. Has your experience shown that the present system of Local Board management·works 
, satisfactorily ? . . · 

Yes.*-4. 17. 23. 27. 33. 34. 50. 55. 58. 60. 62. G3. 74; 75. 78. 85. 90. 91. 95. 103. 11 I. 114. 122. 123. 124. 125. · 
13L 132. · 
' Doubifitl.-84. F-7. 

No.-1. 2. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 11. 12. 13. 14. 15. 18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 2;1-. 25. 20. 28. 29. 30. 31. 32. 35. 36. 37. 
38. 40. 41. 42. 44. 45. 46. 77. 48. 49. 51. 52. 5a. 54. 56. 57. 59. 61. 66. 07. 68. 6.9. 10. 71. 72. 73. 76. 77. 79. 
80. 81. 82. 83. 86. 88. 89. 9·2. 93. 94. 96. 97. 98. 99. 101. 102. 105. 106. 107. 108. llO. 112. 113. 115. 116. 117. 
ll.8.119. 121. 126. 128. 129. 130. · · · · 

"' 11-fany with qualification as to Board's limited power. ¥any say No because of Boar<;l's limited power. 

Question 2'4. Would the interest a1id usefulness of Local Boards be increased if t4eir powers were 
•extended? 

Y,,s.-1. 3. 4. 6. 7. 10." 11. l 2. 14. 15. 16. 17. 18. 20. 22. 24. 26. 28. 29. 30. 31. 33. 34. 3.3. 37. 39. 40. 41. 42. 
45. 47. 48. 40. 50. 52. i:>3. 54. r,:i. 57. 60. l)i. <i2. 63. 64. 65. 66. 67. 68. 69. 71. 74. 77. 78. 79. so. 81. 85, 86. 87. 
88. 91. 92. 93. 94. 95. 96. 97. 99. 104. 106. 107. 108. 109. llO. 115. 116. 118. ll9. 121. 123. 127. 128. 129. 131. 
132. . -

Several replies inc1icate c1esirability of improvement in constitution of Board • 
.Doubtful.-8. 9. 25.-36. 72. 73. 75. 82. 89. 112. 117. 120. 
No.-2. 13. 19. 21. 23. 27. 32. 38. 44. 46. 56. 58. 59. 76. 90. 100. 101. 102. 103. 105. ll3. ll4. 124. 126. 
70. 83. 9S. say No, unless differently constituted. 

Question 25. ·would you regard election of a part or the whole of the Members of Local School 
Boards by ratepayers or parents as an improvement on the present system of appoiµt,ment? · 

Y e8.-!. 3. 12. 14. l i5. l 8. 20. 2:3. 24. 2ii. 27. 28. 31. 32. 35. 40. 41. 42. 43'. 46. 48. 49. 52. 53. 54. 59. 60. 65. · 
66. 67. 0::-\. 69. 73. 74. 75. 80. 8L 86. 87. 88. 90. 91. 92. 94: 07. 103. 105. 106. 108. 109. l!O. 114. 117. 118. 119. 
-121. 12~ 12~ 129. . . 

Doub(ful.-i I. 72. 85. 89. "121. 
No.-2. 4. 5. fl. 7. ~- 9. JO. 13. 16. 17. 19. 21. 22. 26. 29. 30. 33. 34. 36. 88. 39. 44. 45. 47. 50. 51. 55. 56. 

57. 58. 61. 62. 63. 64. 76. 77. 78. 79. 82. 83. 84. 93. 95. 96. 99. 100. 101. 102. 107. 111. 112. 113. ll5. 116. 120. 
126. 128. 131., 132. 

Question 26. Would you generally approve· of .such alter~tions in· the constitution and powers of 
:Local School Boards as are indicated in the subjoined recommendations of the Select Committee on 
Education in the year 1882? If not, state to what particulars you take exception. Pl.,ase answer them 

:.seriatini :-

(a.) 
(b.) 

(c.) 

.(d.) 

,(e.) 

,(f.) 

·Extension of Porvers of Local Boa1-cl,s. 
All communications or reports made by or to the Teacher should pass through the Local Board. 
·while the power of appointment and promotion of Teachers should be vested in the paid head of 

the department ( subject to approval by the Minister of the Crown), no appoin_tment should be 
made to or promotion in a Public School withot1t the approval of the Local Board, and 
similarly the recommendation by a Local Board that a Teacher should be reduced or dismissed 
shoulo. at least be regarded as ·adequate reason for the removal of·such Teacher. 

Local Boards should have the power of deciding whether. the minimum or m·aximum ages of 
compulsory attendance require alteration to meet the particular circumstances of their district;· 
also of extending or reducing the maximum mdius prescribed for compulsory attendance where 
local conditions make such alteration desirable. · . 

To the Local School Board should be given the power of closing the School upon any emergency 
arising to necessitate such a course ; also of giving a holiday for one day, and of excusing the 
attendance of children whose labour during harvest time is necessary to their parents or 
relatives,-this power being· practically .conferred upon a Local Board by _the clause of the 
Compulsory Act above referred to. 

It should be left to the discretion of the Local Board to authorise the use of a Public School ( out 
of school liours) for other than school_ purposes. 

Local School Boards should be empowered and required to inspect their Scl10ols twice a year, and ' 
to submit a report of such inspection to the Director of Education ; a copy of su_ch report being 
given to the Teacher for his information, and any necessary comment or (\Xplanat1on. · 
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(g.) The power of establishing Night. Schools in conformity with Regulations should be vested in. the· 
Local Boards. · · ' . . . 

(h.) To Local Boards should be.entrusted the power of arranging for firing, and effecting of petty 
repairs, a sufficient sum being allotted in each case by the res.ponsible Minister for the latter· 
purpose, while the firing might be provided for by a small local rate or arrangement with 
those in the neigl1bourhood who are interested in school work. . 

(i.) A standard of regular attendance should be fixed, subject to such exceptions as may be made by 
Local Boards for good or sufficient reason. . 

{j.) A standard of competency should be ·prescribed, and children who have reached that standard 
sha,11 receive certificates relieving them from all necessity of compulsory attendance. 

(k.) Factory employe law for prevention of employment of children under 12 years of age in factories .. 
· (l.j Establishment of Training School for Teachers. 

(a.) 

(b.) 

(c.) 

(d.) 

(e.) 

(f.) 

(g.) 

-(Yes.-1. 3. 4 .. 6. 8. 12. 14. Ji. 18. 19. 20. 22. 25. 27. 28. 30. 34. 35. 36. 3i. 3!J. 40. 41. 43. 44. 

{ 

46. 47. 50. 53. 54. 64. 71. 72. 81. 82. 83. 85. 87. 09. 100. 106. 108. 110. 117. 118. 121. 
123. 129. 130. 131. . · 

•. No.-2. 7. 9. 10. 11. 13. 15. 16. 21. 23. 24. 26. 29. 31. 33. 38. 42. 45. 48 .. 49. 51. 52. 55. 57. 58 •. 
60. 61. 62. 63. 66. 67. 68. 69. 70. 73. 74. 75. 76. 77. 78. 79. b0. 8-l. 86. 88. 89. !JO. 92. 93. 

· 94. 95. 96. 97. 98. 101. 102. 103. 104. 105. 107. 109. ·1 ll. 112. 113. 114. 115. 116. 119. 120. 
. 124. 125. 128. 132. . . 

'

Yes.-3. 4. 6. 9. 14. 15. 17. 18. 19. 2L 22. 24. 28. 30. 34. 35. 37. 40. 43. 44. 45. 47. 49. 50. 54. 
60. 61. 6:2. 63. 64. 71. 72. 74. BO. 81. 82. 83. 85. 86. 87. 88. 90. 92. 93. 99. IOI. 102. 106. 
108. 112. 117. 118. 1:21. 123. 125. 127. 129. 131. 

1
No.-I. 7. 8. 10. 11. 12. 13. 16. 20. 23. 2-5. ·20. 31. 32. 33.·36. 38. 41. 42, 46. 47. 52. 55. 56. 57. 

58. 59. 66. 67. 69. 70. 73. 75. 76. 77. 78. 79. 84. 89. 95. 96. 98. 100. 103. 104. 105. 107. 109. 
110. 111. 113.114.115. ]16. 119. 120. 124. 128. 130. 132 . 

. N.B.-The woru "rem,n·ul" in this question w11s misunderstood by many us meaning· 
dismissal. This may uccount·lor many negative replies. 

f Yes.-1_. 3: 4. ~- "?· 8. 9. 10. 11. 12. 13. 14. l~. 16. 1..7. 18. 1_9. ~2- ?5- _ ~7-_ 28: 2~. 30. 31. 33 .. 
I 34. 3iJ. 36. 3,. 39. 40. 41. 43. 44. 45. 46. 41. 49. oO. 51. o2. ;:i3. o4. OiJ. ;;6. o7. v8. 60. 61. 63. 
~ 64. 66. 67. 68. 69. 71. 72. 73. 74. 75. 76. 77. 78. 80. 81. 82. 84. 85. 80. 87. 88. 90. 92. 93. !H •. 

I 
'95. 96. 97. 99. 101. 102. 103.104. 105. JOG. 108. 1U9. ll0. 111. 112. 114. 115. ll6.U7. ]18 •. 
119. 120. 121. 123. 124. 125. 127. 128. 129. 130. 131. 132. 

LNo.-2. 20. 21. 23. 26. 32. 46. 70. 79. 83. 87. 98. 112. 

(Yes.-1. 2. 3. 4. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 11. 12. 13 .. 14. 15. 16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 23. 24. 25. 26. 27. 28. 

j 29. 30. 31. 32. 33. 34. 35. 36. 37. 38. ~19. 40. 41. 42. 43. 44. 4,j_ 46. 47. 49. 50. 51. 52. 53. 54 •. 
55. 56. 57. 58. 60. 61. G2. 63. '34. 60. 67. 68. 69. 70. 71. 72. 73. 74. 75. 76. 77. 78. 79. 80. 81. 82 •. 
83. 84. 85. 86. 87. 88. 89. 90. 92. 93. 94. 95. 96. 07. 98. 99. 101. 1U2. 103. 10-L 105. 106. 

I 108. 109. 110.111. 112.114.115.116. ll 7.118. ll!J. 120. 121. 123,124.125. 127. 128. 129.130. 
I 131. 132. 
LNo.-56. 112. 

f 
Yes.-I. 3. 4. 6. 7.' 9. 10. 11. 12. 14. 15, 17. 18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 24. '!ii. 26. 28. 20. 30. 34. 35 •. 

36. 37. 38. 39. 40. 43. 44 .. 45. 46 .. 47. 49. 50. 52. 53. 54. 55. 56. 57. 60. 61. 62. 63. fl4. 67. 68 •. 
69. 70. 71. 72. 73. 74. 75. 77. 79. so. 81. 82. 83. 85. fl6. 87. 88. 90. 92. 93. 04. 95. 96. 101.. 
102. 106.108.109. 110. 111. 112. 115. 116. ll'i. llS.120. 121.123.125. 127. 128. 129.130. 

I 131. 132. 

lNo.-2.8. 13. 15. 16. 23. 27. 31. 32. 33. 41. 42. 51. 58. 06. 76. 78. 84. 97. 98. 103. 104. 105 •. 
114. 119. 124. . . · 

{

Yes.-3. 4, 6. 8. 9.10.11. 12. 13. 14.15. 16. 17. 18. 20. 21. 22. 23. 24. 26. 27. 28. 30. 34. 35. 
36. 37. 3 9. 40. 42. 43. 44. 45. 49. 50. 52. 53. 54. 50. 58. 60. 61. 62. 63. 64. 67. 68. 69. 70. 71. 
72. 75. 77. 81. 82. 83. 86. 87. 88. 90. 92. 93. 94. 95. 96. 97. 102.106. 108. 111. 112. 115. 116 •. 
117. 118. E!O. 121. 123.125. 127.128. 12!J. 130. 131. 

No. - 1. 2. 7. w .. 25. :HJ. a1. 32. 33. 38'. 41. 46. 47. 51. 55. 57. 66. 74. 78. 79. so. 84. 85. 89. 98 •. 
L 99. 101. 103.104. 105. 101. 109. 110. p2. 114. 119. 124.132. 

{

Yes.-3. 4. 6. 8. 9. 10. 11. 12. 15. 17. 18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 23. 24. 25. 26. 28. 29. 30. 31. 34. 35 •. 
30. 37. :18. 39. 40. 41. .44. 45. 46. 47. 49. 50. 52. 53. 54. 55. 56. 57. 58. 60. 61. 63. 64. 67. 68. 
09. 70. 'll. 72. 73. 74. 75. 77. 80. 82. 83. 85. 8(j_ 87. 81l. 90. 93. 95. 97. 99. 103. 104. 106 •. 
108. 109. 110. 115. 116. 117. 118. 120. 1:11. 125. 126. 127. 128. l2U.130. 131. 132. · 

No.-I. 7. 1:3. 14. 27. 32. 33. 42. 43. 51. 63. 76. 78. 7!1. 81. 84. 92. 04. 96. !JS. 101. 105. 111. 112. 
114. 119. 124. - . 

f Ye.~.-1. 2. 3. ~ 0. 7. J,.: ~- 10. 11. E!.13. :4. 15. 1_6. 17. 1~- 19. 21. :2. ~}- ~4. ~5. :~- ~7. :~- 31.. 
32. 33. 34. 3o. 36 . .,,. 38. 40. 41. 42. 43. 44. 4.i. 46. 4,. 49. 50. ol. o:.. o3. o4. oiJ. 06. o,. 58 •. 

(h.) 

1 
60. 62. 63. 64. 6fl. 6_7. 68. <i9. 70. 71. 72. 73. 74. 75. 77. 78. _70. t,0. 81. 82. 84.85. 86. 87. 88 •. 
,89. 90. 92. 93. 94. 9o. 96. 97. 98. 99. 101. 102. 103. 104. IOo. 106. 108. 109. 110. 111. 112 .. 

· 114. ll5. 116. 117. llS. ll9.120. 121. 1:23. 125. 128. 129. 130. 131. 132. 
No.-20. 29. 30. 83. 112.124. , 

(i.) 

(j.) 

(Yes.-1. 3. 4. 6.-7. 8. 9. 10. 11. 12. 13. 14. 15. 16. Ii. 18.19. 20. 21. 22. 23.24. 25. 26. 27. 28. 
I 29. 39_ 31. 32. 33. 3+. 35. :]6. :)7. 3s. 39. 40. 41. 43. 44. 45. 46: 47.. 51. 52. 53. u4. 55. 57. 5s .. 

-!. 63. 64. _66. Ci7. 68. 60. 70. 7 J. 72. 73. 74. 7r,_ 76. 77. 78. 79. 80. 81. 82. 83. 84. 85. 86. 87. 88. 
J 89. 92. 93. 94. !J,j. 97; 101. 102. 103. 104. 105. 106. 108. lU(J. 111. 112. 114. 115. 116 .. 
I 111. !18. 119 .. 120. 123. 124. 125. 121.128. 129. 180. 131,132. 
LNo.-50. 60. 62. 83. 96. os. 110. 121. 

{ 

Ye.~.-1. 3. 4. 6. 7. B. 0. 10. l I. 12. 14. 15. 17. 18. 20. 21. 22. 23. 24. 25. 26. 27. 28. 20. 30. 31. 
32. 33. 34. 35. 36. 37. 38. 39. 4 0. 4 I. 44. 45. 46. 47. 49. 50. 51. 52. 53. 54. 55. i'.6. 57. 58. 60. 61. 
fi2. 63. 64 .. 66. 67. (l8. O!J. 70. 7 I. 7'1. 73. 74. 75. 76. 77. 78. 70. t-0. 81. 82. S-3. 84. 85. 86. 87. 88. 
ti9. 90. 92. 93. 94. 95. !J6. 97. !J!J. 101. 102. J0:3. 104. 105. 106. ]08. '109. 1 I I. I 12. 114. 115 .. 
ll6. 117. 118. 119. 120. 121. 123. 124. 125. 12:::. 129. 130. 131. 132. 

l No.-]3. rn. 42. 43. [)8. 110. 

.. 
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rYes.-1. 8. 4. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10. II. 12. 13. 15. 16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 23. 24. 25. 26. 27. 28. 29. 
30. 31. 32. 38. 34. 35. 3fj. 37. 38. 39. 40. 41. 42. 43. 44. 45. 4fl. 47. 50. 52. 53. 54. 55. 57. 58. 

(Ii.) ~ 60. 61. 62. fi3. 6-l. 66. 67. 68. 69. 70. 71. 72. 74.-75. 76. 77. 78. 79. 80. 81. 8~. 83. 84. 85. 86. 
I 87. 88. 89. 9.l. 93. 94. 95. 96. 97."98. 99. 101. 102. 103. 104. 105. 106. 108. 109. ll0. lll. 
1 112. ll3. 114. _115. 116. 117. ll8. 119. 120. 121. 123. 124. 125. 128. 129. 131. 132. 
lNo.--14. 90. 

(l). 

rYe.Y.-1. 3. 4. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10. ]]. 12. 1:3.14. 15.16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 23. 24. 26. 27. 28.,29. 
I 3o. s1. 32. 33. 34. 35. 36. 37. 38. 39. 40. 41. 42. 44. 45. 46. 47. 5o. 52. 53. 54. 55. 57. 58. 60. 
J 62. 63. 64. 66. 67. 68. 99. 70. 71. 72. 75. 76. 77. 78. 79. 80. 8 I. 82. 84. 85. 86. 87. ~8. 89. 90. ·1 92. 93. 94. 95. 96. 98. _99. 101. 102. 103. 104. 105. 106. 108. 100. 110. 111. 114. 115. 116. 
, II 7. 118_. 120. 12!. 123. 124. l 25. 127. 129. 131. 132. · . . 
l N o.-25. 43. 56. 7 4. ll'2_. 113. 119. 128. 130. 

Question 27. Do you correspond directly with the Central Board as to the requirements of the school, 
or through the LClcal Board? 

Direct.-3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 11. 12. 13. 16. 22. 24. 26. 27. 28. 29. 31. 32. 3-1-. 35." 37. 3-l. 39. 41. 42. 44. 45: 48. 49, 
51. 52. 1>5. 50. 62. 64. 6:,. 67. 68. 72.·74. 76. 77. 79. 81. 82. 84. 8-5. 86. 87. 90. 91. 92. 95. 98. 101. 103. 1C9. lll; 
112. ll5. lli. 118. ll9. 120. 122. 123. 125. 126. l:!7. 1-28. 129. 132. 

Through Local Bom·d.-l. 2. 8. 9. 14. 15. 18. HJ. 20. 23. 25. 30. 33. 36. 46. 5:3. 57. 58. 60. 61. 63. 71. 73. 75. 
78. 83. 88. 100. 104. 106. 110. ll3. ll6. 121. 130. 

Practice varying.-17. 21. 40. 43. 47._50. 54. 66. 69. 70. 80. 89. 93. 94. 96. Di. 91). 102. 105. 107. 108. 114. 
124. 131. . 

Question 28. Are com:munications generally made to you directly from the Central Board, or through 
the Local Board ? · 

Direct.-!. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. I). 10. 11. 12. 13. 14. 15. 16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 24. 25. 26. 28. 29. 31. 
32. 33. 34. 35. 36. 37. 38. 30. 40. 41. 42. 43. -i4. 45. 46. 48. 49. 50. 51. 52. 54. 55. 58. 5D. 60. 61. 62. 63. 64. 65. 
66. 67. 68. 69. 70. 73. 74. 76. 77. 78. 79. 80. 82. 84. 85. 86. 87. 88. 89. 90. 91. 92. 9:3. 94. !J5. 97. 98. 99. IOI. 102. 
103: 104. 106. 108. 109.110.·lll. ll2. 113. 115. 116. 117. 118. 119. 120. 121. 1S2. 123. 124. 125. 126. 129. 132. 

Through Local Board.-23. 30. 71. 72. 100. 130. 
Practice varying.-27. 47. 53. 75. 83. 96. 105. 107. 114. 127. 128. 131. 

Question 29. Can yo1~ offer any other suggestions for the better local control of the schools? 
Increased power of Boards.-17. 22. 26. 33. 33. !J5. 
District Boards.-40. 83: 96. 98. 
No.-1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 11. 12.13. 14. 15. 16. 18. 19. 20. 21. 23. 2-1-. 2,5. 28. 31. 34. 36. 38. 39. 44-. 

45. 46. 47. 48. 49. 50. 51. 52. 53. 54. 55. 56. 57. 58. 59. 60. 61. 62. 63. 64. 65. 6fi. 67. 6,t 69. 70. 71. 72. 74. 75. 
76. 77. 78. 79. 80. 81. 84. 85. 86. 87. 88. 89. 90. 91. 94. 97. JOO. 101. 103. 104. lU(i. lu7. 10~. 109. 110. ll l. 112. 
114.116. 118. 119. 122. 123 .. 124. 125. 126. 127. 129. 130. 131. ]32. 

Jl,Jiscellaneous.-30. 32. 73. 82. 92. 93. 96. 99. 102.-105. 118. 121. 

Question 30. Would you recommend any alteration of the present minimum and maximum ages fo1· 
compulsory attendance? 

·Ages-
4 to 13 years.-4. 39. 
5 lO I3 _1;ears.-28. 33. 41. 51. 82. 86. 42. 78. 99. 104. 116. 
5 to 14 year.•.-32. 48. ll 7. 123. I 30. 
6_ to 12 years.-25. 2lJ. 46. 47. 80. 100. 113. 114. ll9. 131. 
6 to 13year:s.-7. 10. 12. 15.16. 21. 23. 24. 26."40. 53. 54. 66. 70. 72. 7,L 81. 84. 89. 9-J. 105. 107. 108. 

109. 122. 
6 to 14 years.-20. 27. 3J. 38. 43. 71. 77. 90. 97. ll0. 118. 
6 to I 5 years.-45. 55. 
7 to 13 years.-10:J. 

No.-1. 2. 3. 5. 6. 9. 1 I. 13. 14. 17. 18. 19. 22. 30. 31. 34. 36. 44. 50. 52. 56. 57. 5H, ,:,9. GO. 61. 62. 63. 64. 
67. 68. 69. 73. 75.]6. 83. 85. 87. 88. 9 L 92. 93. 95. 96. 98. 101. JOG. 11 I. 112. 120. 121. 12 L 125. 126. 127. 129. 132. 

Question 31. Would you recommend any alteration of the distance from whieh attendance is corn-' 
pulsory, in the case either of children of all ages or of those of the eldet· childl'en '/ And state whether· 
such alteration, if desirable at all, should apply to the whole year or only to the summer season. 

Extension lo 21 or 3 miles-
All the year.-Elder c!tildren.-10. 1:3. 19. 28. 29. 30. 39: 59. 6-l. 65. 81. R2. !H. lfl'J. 109. 110. Ill. 117 . 

. Alf.-l I. 16. 18. 27. 32._ 38. 42. 47. 49. 51. 58. 66. 70. 86.'' 1i!J. lltl. 97. 99. 106. 116. ll8. 

* Radius of two miles instaad of road distance. 
Summer only.-Elder children.-'2. 6. 8. 14. 20. 21. 24. 26. 34. 36. 41. 43. -5,i. r,5_ 57. 61. 67. 69. 72. 77. 

78. 79. 80. 84. 94. I 04. 112. 122. 123. -
All.-3. 4. 7-. 45. 48. 56. 71. 75. 93. 95. l013. 120. 130. J:ll. 

No.-1. 5. 9. 12. 17. 23. 25. 31. 33. 35. 40. 44. 46. 50. 52*. 53. 62. 63. 61:l. 73. ,4. 76. 83. 85. 88. 91. 92. 96. 
100. 101. 103. 105.t 1U7. 113. 114. 115. 119. 121. 1'24. l2u; 126. 127. 120. 132. . 

* Recommends one mile for children under eight years. t Younge1· child,,n la.,8 u.i,tance in winter. 

Question 32. For how many days each week or each quarter should attendance be compulsory? 
Days per week-

3 days.-3. 209 • 46. 49. 55. 59. 63. 69. 81. 84. 93. ll8. 124. 125. 
4 days.-!. 2. 5. 8. 9. H. 12. 13. 15. 18. 21. 22. 23. 29. 32. 35. 36. 37. 38. 41. 4'2. 44. 45. 47. 48. 51. 53. 

58. 60. 62. 64. 67. 70. 71. 74. 76. 77. 78. 79. 80. 82. 86. 87. 8tl. \JO. 91. 92. 95. 97. 98. 103. 105. 
107. 110.111.113.114. 115.116. 117. 119. 120. 126. 127. . 

5 days.-10. 16. 17. 26. 28. 31. 54. 56. 61. 121. 123. 130. 131. 

· Per quarter.
:!5 days.-102. 

• Country districts. 

26 days.-4. 
30 to 35 days.-65. 99. 101. 129. 83. 108. 112. 122. 
40 tu 45 day.~.-14. 24. 25. 30. 33. 39. 40. 43. 50. 57. 75. 106. 20.* 64. 06. 128. 89. 104. 109. 132. 
of) day.•.-27. 72. 94. 100. · -
52 days.-19. 
56 days.-6. 

* For town schools. 
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. . Question · 33. Would you · approve of attendance being excused in i1arvest ~~- fr~it or ½op-picking
seasons? · Or would you prefer that all of school age should be compeUed .to attend until a certam standard 
of education is .reached ? · · 

· Harvcst,Feedo,,;,,fi·om atlend~nee,_:_l. 2. 3. _4. ·6. 7. 8. 9. 12. i4. 19. 21. 22 .. 23. 24. 25. 27. 28. 29. 34. 35. 
36. 40. 41. ·43, 44. 45; 47. 51. n3. 54. 55. 57. 59. 60. 61. 62. 63. 65. 67. 68. 71. 72. 73. 70.-78. 79. so. 82. 84. 85. 
87. SS. 91. !)2. 93. 94. 95. 97. 99. ioo. 102. 103. 104. 106. 107. 109. 110. Ill. ll2. 114. 115. 116. 117. 119. 120. 

, 121. 123 .. 124. 125. 126. 127. 129. 131. 132. . 
(,'ompulsm-y attendance.-5. JO. II. 13. 15. 16. 17. 18. 20. 26. 30. 31. 32, 33. 37. 38. 39. 42. 46. 48. 49. 50. 

52. 56. 68. 64. 66, 69. 70. 75. 77. 81. 86. 89. 90. 96. 98. 101. 105. 108. 113. 118.-122. 128. 130. 

Questi911 34. Are the1:e any child1~en of school age in your neighbourhood whose schooling is 
neglected ? · 

· Yes.-!. 3. 4. 5. 7. 8. 9. 10. 12. 14. 15. 16. 17. 18. 20. 21. 24 .. 25. 26. 27-. 28. 29. 31. !3'2. 34. 35. 37. 38. 39. 
40. 41. 42. 43. 44. 45. 46. 47. 48. 4!). 51. 52. 54. 56. 57. 59. 60. 61. 65. 66. 67. 69. 70. 71. 72. 73. 75. 76. ,77. 7,9· 
81. 82. 84. 86. 87. 88. 89. 91. 93. 94. 95. 96. 97. 98. 99. 100. 104. 105. 106.107. 108. 110. 111. 112.113. 114.115. 
JIS. 121. 123. l:'5.· J27. 130. 131. 132. 

No.-2. 11. 13. 19. 22. 23. 30. 33. 36. 53. 55. 58. ·02. 63. 64. 68.'74. 78. 80. 83. 85. 90. 101. 102.103. 116. 117. 
120. l::H. 126. 128. 129. 

Q~estion 35 .. ·Hav~ any ·steps been taken to enforce the attendance of such children, and if so, by whom? 

Yes-
Truant ()jfieei·.-9. a, 23. 25. 27. 32. 37. 40. 48. 61. 65. 66. (37. 70. 75. 70. 87. 89. 94. 97. 102. 103. 

105, 114. n9. 124.1:26. . . . 
Local Board.~.-!. 4. 6. 20. 21. 29. 31. 43. 45. 54. 5,5, 57. 58. 60. 71. 77. 78. 80. 81. ·93. 95. ',108. 115. 

116. 12::i. 125. 131. 132 .. , . . 
Teachei·.-14. 26. 28. 42. 56. 73. 100. 104.112. 127. 
Police and olhers.-30. 47. 82. 84. 91. 99. 

No.-?. .. :3, 5. 7. ~- 10. 1.1. 15. 16. 17. 18. 19. 22. 24. 3-1. 3-i. 36. 38. 39. 4 I. 44. 46. 49: 51. 52. 59. 63. 64. 69 
72. 79. 85. 86, 88. 96: 98. 106. 107. 110. 111. 112. 113. 129. 130. 

, Question 36. Have compulso1:y meitsures, where yo~ k1i<>w·tiiey'luive been employed, ·been effective in 
procUI'ing a regular attendanc,e ? , . . 

Yes.-1. 4. H. 9. 11. 14. lJ. 18. 20. 21. 23. 24. 27. 30. 36. 39. 42. 45. 
1

48. 51. 52. 58. 60. 65. 7')... 77. 78. 82. 84. 
85. 86. 93. 9i. 98. 99. 101. 119. 124. 125. 126. 131. 132. 

No.-2. 6. 7. 10. 16. 2,j, 25. 31. 32. 37. 38. 40. 41. 43. 46. 47. 57. 59. 61.'66. 67. 70. 75. 76. 79. 80. 87. 89. 
90. 94. 95. 100. 102. 103. 108. 110. Ill. ll3. 121. 130, , 

Question 37. ·would compulsory measures be more effective if an attendance of say 30 or 40 days per 
quarter were required, and if parents were liable to a· heavier penalty than is now inflicted for their failure 
to' send their children to school ? · 

Ye,•.-1..2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 10. 11. 12. 11. 15. 16. 17: 18. 19. 20. 21. 23. 24. ~5. 26. 2.7. 29. 31. 3·t 33. 34. 35. 
36. :JS. 39. 40. 41. 42. 43. 44. 45. 46. 47. 48. ,49. 51. 52. 53. 55; i;6. 57. 59. 60. 61. 64. 65. 66. 67. 68._ 60. _70. · 7). 
72. 74. 75. 76. 78. 79. 80. SI. 83. 84. 86. SU. 90. 92. U3. 94. 95. 96. 97. 98. 99. 100. 101. 102. 104. 105. 106. 107. 
108. 109. ll0. 111. 112. ll3. ll4. 115. 116. 117. 118. i20. 124. l~o. 126. 127. 128. 129.130. 131. 132. 

No.-9. 13. 50. 58. 63. 88. 91. 103. 123.' 

· Question 38. Is attendance at an inferior school, or the plea that children are- taught at home, offered 
· to any ~xtent within your knowledge as an excuse which ought not to be accepted for non-attendance at a 
Public School? . 

-Yes.-5. 6. 7. 8. 13. 14. 15. 18. 21: 23. 25. 27. 32. 34. 35. 42. 43. 46. 52. 57. 60: 66. 67. 69. 70. 72. 73. 75. 76. 
79. 86. 89. 90. 94. 95. 97. 98. 99. 100. 104. 105. 107. 108. 109. lll.112. 113. 114. 119. 123. 124.. 132. 

•No.~J. :J. 4. 9. IQ. 11. 12. 16. 17. 19.'21). 24. 26. 28. 29. 30. 31. 33. 36. 38. 39. 40. 41. 44. 45. 47. 48. 49. 
50. 5_1. 5:i. 54 . .55_ 56, 58. 59. 62. 63. 64. 68. 11. n. 78. so. s1. 82. 83. 84. 85, 87. ss. 91. 06. 101. 103. 106. 110. 
115.120. 121. 125.126. 127.128.'129.130.131. 

. · Question 39. W.ould y01~ be in favour of h_a:ving aU private and denominational Primary Schools, or 
the teachers of such ,schools,, _subjected to an examination by a Public School Inspector in orde1; to ascertain 
whether attendance at such schools ·should be regarded as equivalent to attendance at a Public School? 

Y~.•--1. 2. 3. 5. 6. 7. 8. 10. 11. 12. 14. 15. 16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 23. 24. 25. 26. 27. 28. 29, 30. 32. 33. 84. 
35. 36. 30. 40. 41. 42. 43. 44. 45. 46. 47. 48. 49. 50. 52. 53. 54. 56. 57. 59,- 60. 61. 62. 63. 64. 65. 66. 68. 69. 70. 
72. 73. 74. 75. 76. 77. 78 ... 79. ,80. 81. fl2. 83. 84. 86. 87. 811. 9l) .. 91. 92. 93. 94. 96. 97. 98. 99. 101. 102. 108. 
104. 105, 11,0. 107. 108. 109. 110. 113 .. 114.115. il6. 117. li9.120. 121.'i22. 124. 125.126. 128. 129.131.132. 

No.--4. 9.· 13. 31. 51. 55. 58. 71. 85. 88. 95. 100. Ill. ll2. IIS. 123. 127. 130. 

. Que;tion 40. Would you also have children who are said to be taught at home .liable to exami~ation in 
-Order to entitle them, in the event of their acquirements p·roving satisfactory, to exemption from attendance 
at a Public School? 

Yes.-1. 2. 3. 5. 6. 7.·8. 9.10. IL 12.'14. 15. 16. 17.' 18. 19. 20:.21. 22. 23. 24. 25. 26. 27. 2s: 29. 30; 31. 32. 
33 .. 34. 35. 3(L 37. 38. 39. 40. 41. 42. 43. 44. 46. 47. 48. 49. 50. 51. 52. 53. 54. 55. 56. 57. 59. 60. CH.· 62. 63. 64. 

· .65. (i6. 67. 68. 69 .. 70. 71. 72. 74.-75. 76. 77. 78. 79.80_. 81. 82. 8;3. fl-1. 85. Sfl. 87. 88. 89 (necessary to.a stringent 
compulsory Af:t). 90. 93. 94. 95. 96. 97:98:99. 100. 101. 102. 103·. 104. 105. lu6. 107. 108. 'JOO. 110.·111. 112. 
IJ:3. lU.115. 116."117. 118. 119. 120. 121. 122. 123.124. 125. 126. 1~7. 128. 129. 130.131. 132. 

No.-4. 13 (No, but know little of the circumstun·ces); 45. 91.(impracticuble); 127 (very emphatic.) 
. 58, v11gue auswer; 73, no ons,ver. · · • · · . 

Question 41. Is it desirable that the standard of instmction in the Public Schools· should be raised? 
Or would the r~ising of the sta_ndard _be' an entry into needless competition ,with the better class of Primary 

·_ Schools, and offer ~nnecessary mte~:ference with the. lower branches of secondary school teaching? 

J?e..~ir11ble lo rai~e the stan_dard.-13, in lnrge ·schools (perhaps) ; 19, in some branches; 25 (a) standard 
for l11~her _classes rmght be r111sed-(b) No; '27, a seventh standard dPsirable; 45. 61. 62. 65. fl6.; 83, wants 
standard ra,sed, and Government Grammar 8chool; 87. 97."102. 106. 107. ll2. 113: 118. 126. 131. . 

Undesirable.-1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 1 I. 12. 14; 15. 16. 18. 20.' 21. 22. 23. 24. 29. 31. 32. 3J. 34. 35. 36. 38. 40. 
41. 43. 44. 46. 47. 48. 49. 50. 51. Q2. 54. 56. 57. 58. 5U. 60. 63 .. 64. 67: 68 .. 69. 70. 71. 74. 7,j_ 76. 77. 78. 79. 80. 
s1. 89.. 84. t'io. 86. ss. 9u. 91. 93. 94. 95. 96. 98. 99. 100. 101. 103. 104. 10s. 109." 110. 111. 114. 115_ 116. 111. 
119.-120. !:H. 122.123. 124. 125. 12i._l29. 130.132. . 

· No answer.-8. 9. 10. 17. 26. 28. 37. 42; 55. 
Vague answcrs.-30. 39. 53. H. 73. 89. 92; 105. 128. 

,. 
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Question 42. What 11umber of scholars have you on the rolls? 
l, 135 pupils; 2, 52; 3, 28.; 4, 59; 5, 11; 6, 23 & 10; 7,53; 8,50; 9, 33; IO, 26; II, 17; 12,::'2; 13,47; 

14, 46; 15, 102 i 16, 44 i 17, I 8 ; 18, 28; 19, 70; 20, 40; 21, 34; 2~, 31 ; 23, 44; 24, 33; 25, 1ll8; 26, 33; 
27, 90 ; 28, 33 ; 29, 60 ; 30, 52 ; 3 l, 52 ; 32, 31 ; 33, 55 ; 34, 42 ; 35, I :t4 ; 36, 38 ; 37, 159 ; 38, 35 ; 39, 27; 
40,58; 4], 17; 42,24; 43,56; 44,20; 45,47; 46,40; 47, 85; 48,32; 49, 97; 50, 27; 51, 20; 52, 48; 
53,20; 5-1,(JO; 5,5,-; b6, 74; 57,108; 5.8, 35; 59, 21 &18; G0,51; 61,520;62,26; 63.22; 64,20; 
65, 43; (i(l, l:W; 67, 32; fl8, 46; 69, 48; 711, 80; 71, 35; 72, :35; 73, 30; 74, 51; 75, l:!l; 76, .190; 77, 64; 
78, 32; 79, :!G; :-;o, 70; 81, 40; 82, 47; t>3, l(JO; 84, 80; 8,j; 70; 86, l9; 87, 24; 8~, 42; 89, 28; 90, 29; 
91, 85; 92, 64; 93, 37; 94, -; 95, 32; 116,911; 97,108; 98, 42; 99, 90; 100, 29; 101,51; 102,.218; 
103,148; 104, JS; 10,5, 247; JOG, 102; llJ7, 83; 108, 59; 109, 40; JIO, 31; III, .36; 112, ·75; 113, 66; 
114, 12-'>; 115,40; 116,23; 117,-; 118, 20; 119, 2'.26·; 120, 42; 121, 56; 122, 57; 123, 28.; 124,440; 
125, 31; 126, 40; 127, 22; 12:3, 4D; 129, 60; 130, 18; 131, 29; 132, 44. Total, 8235. 

Question 43. What is your average attendance? 
Less thfln 20.-5. 10. 11. El. 17. 18. 28. 41. 4L 51. 55. 58. 63. 64. 72. 73. 86. 89. 104. 109. 110. 116. 

118. 12:3. 127. 130. 
20 to 3-5.-3. 4. 6. 9. 14. IG. 20. 21. 22. 2:J. 24. 26. 29. 31. 32. 34. ;36. 38. 39. 40. 42. 43. 45. 46. 48. 50. · 

52. 53. iilJ. (ill. 62. (i,5. 67. 68. GO. 71. 78. 79. 81. 87. 90. 93. 9.J.. 95. 98. 100. · IOI. IOt:l.· ll1. ll7. 
120. 121. 12!. 12-5. 12fi. J:JJ. 

35 to 511.-2. 7. 8. l:J. 3U. 33. 49. 54. 56. 74. 77. 82. S5. 88. 128. 132. 
50 to 7-'>.-15. 10. 27. n. i'i7. 71l. 80. l-l4. 91. 92. 95. 99. lU7. 112. 113. 129. 
75 to 1011.-25. 3-5. 66. 7,5. 120. !J7. 106. 
Ov,,r !ll0.--1. 37. 76. ll!::?. 103. 114. Il9. 
Ov,,r :Wll. - I 05. 
Over 30ll.-6I. 124. 

Question 44. Have you any free scholars? 
Yes-

5 or uwler.-l I. 22. 30. 3fJ. 45. 40. 55. 72. 94. 112. 115. ll8. 120. 125. 
10 or undn·.-2. 7. 21. 4i. 51. 54. 108. 109. .-
Li or wul,-r.-1. JG. 19. 68. 75. 87 .. 93. 113. 
20 01· 1111dn·.-83. 
30 ,,,. ,,,,d,,r.-27. 96. 
All fiec.-60. 76. 
No· 1111mbcr .<pN"ifierl.-3. 4. 6. 8. 9. J 5. 20. 23. 2.j, 26. 28. 29. 31. 33. 3,5. 37. 38. 40. 41. 42. 43. 44. 46. 

4R. -5 11• 52. 5Cl. 57. 5!). 61. 62. 6-1. 6fi. 67. 70. 74. 77. 80. H2. R4. 85. 86. 89. !JI. 02. 9,'l. 97. 98. 100. 
101. 1113. !OZ>. IOG. 107. I l~. l:!1. 123. 126. )2.-l. 12B. 13G. 131. 

Nn.-5. 7. 10. 12. 14. 17. 18. 24. 3:l. 34. 36. 53. 63. 65. 69. 71. 73. 78. 7!J. 81. 88_.DO. 99. 102. 104. llO. 116. 
117. 119. 122. 124. 127. 132. 

Question 45. Any whose parents ought to pay? 
Ye.•.-3. 8. 15. 21. 25. 27. 28. 30. 37. 38. 40. 4:?. 43. 51. 61J. 61. 66. 70. 80. 84. 85. 89. 90. 91. 93. 100. 107· 

ll2. I21i. 131. 
N o.-1. 2. 4. 5. 6. 7. 9. I 0. 11. 12. l 3. 14. 16. HJ. 20. 22. 2:3. 24. 26. 29. 31. 32. 33. 34. 35. 36. 39. 41. 44. 45. 

46. 47. 4~. 49. 52. 54. 5-5. 56. 57. 59. 62. 64. 67. GS. 71. 7:2. 75'. 70. 77. 71\. 79. 81. 82. t!3. 86. R7. 9'.2. 94. 95. 96. 
97.98. 10!. 102. 10:J. 104. 105. 106. 108. lU9. 110. Ill. l13. 114. 115. ll6. 117. II8. 120. 121. 123. 124. 125. 
128. l:l9. 130. 132. 

Question 46. By whose authority are such chilsJ.ren placed on the free list? 
C'hainnfl11.-4. 9. 1:3. 16. 21. 22. 23. 25. 26. 27. 2R. 29. 30. 33. 3-~- 37. 40. !I. 42. 43. 46. 47. 49. 52. 55. 58. 

59. 61. (12. fi-1. 67. 68. 71. 77. 80. HG. 89. 91. 93. 94. !Oil. 102. 104. 10-5. 107. II2. 115. 119. 127. 131. 
lJoord.-1. :!. 3. 6. 7. 8. Ii'. 19. 211. :31. 39. -15. 50. 56. 57. 60. 65. 70. 75. 78. 79. 82. 83. 84. 87. 90. 92. 95. 

96. 98. I U I. IU6. 10:3. 1 I 0. I l 3. I 14. I ·20. 121. 123. 128. 120. 
1'cflch,,r.-38. 44. 4R. 54. 7'2. 97. 103. 100. 
No authorily.-1 I. 15. 85. 124. 

Question 47. Is it customary for the Chairman of the L.ocal Board to give authority for the admission 
@f free scholars ? , 

J?:es.-2. 4. 5. 8. 10. 11. 13. 14. 15. I 6. I 7. IS. 20. 21. 22. 23. 24. 25. 26. 27. 28. 29. 30. 32. 33. :n. 37. 38. 
39. 41l. 41. -U. 4:J. 45. 4ri. 47. 49. 5·~. 5-3. 5!J. GO. GI. 6!. G!. 66. 67. 68. GO. 70. 71. 72. 76. 77. 78. 79. 80. 84. 
86. 89. U I. 92. U3. 94. 97. 98. 99. 100. 101. 102. 111:3. 104. 107. 109. 110. 111. ll2. 113. 125. 126. 127. 130. 131. 
132. . 

No.-1. 6. 19. 3J. 44. 48. 54. 56. 5ts. 63. 85. 88. 95. 105.'IOO. 108. lU. 128. 
In co1gu11ction wjl!t Local Board.-3. 7. 9. 50. 51. 57. 75. 82. 83. 87. 96. 129. 

. Question 43. Is it well that this authority should rest with the Chairman alone, or with the Board as 
a body? 

Cltoirmfln.-2. 4. 5. 7. 10. 16. 20. 21. 22. 2L 31. 32. 33. 35. 44. 4.5. 40. 49. 50. 55. 58. 59. 71. 72. ·83." 84.• 
86.*99. llHl. lO.l. 107. lll.113. 125. 126. 130.·131. 132. 

Born-rl.-1. 3. 6. 8. !!. l l. 14. 15. ll-<. 19. 2:3. 25. 26. 27. 28. 30. 34. 36. 37. 38. 39. 40. 41. 42. 43. 47. 48. 51. 
52. 53. 5L 5(i. 5i. 60. 61. 62. G3. /i4. G5. Ciu. 07. GS. 69. 70. 75. 76. 77. 78. 79. 80. 81. i\2. 85. 87. 88. 89. 90. 91. 
9~. 93. 94. 95. !Jfi. 97. 98. 101. 11J2. 103. JQ,j. 106. 108. JOO. 110. 112. 114. 115. 116. 117. 119. 120. 121. 122. 
12:J.124. 128. 129. 

• Conditional on after approval of Board. 

Question 49. Are free children generally as regular .in their attendance as other children? 
Yes.- 1. 2. 4. 6. 7. 10. 1 I. l:J. l 8. If'. ·22. '13. 24. 26. 27. 28. 29. 30. 31. 35. 37. 38. 39. 41. 42. 43.-44. 45. 46. 

47. 48. 50. 51. 54. 55. 5r;. 57. 58. 611. 02. 04. 65. 6rl. 67. 08. 70. 72. 74. 76. 77. 79. 81. 82. 87. 90. 94. 95. 97. 
100.101. ill2. 10-5. 1116.110. 111.114. Iii. 118. 120. 121. 122. 123.125. 126.127. 128. 129 . .130.131. 

No.-3. 5. 8. 9. 14. I•'>. IG. 20. 21. 25. 32. 33. 36. 40. 49. 52. 59. 61. 69. 70. 75. 78~-80. 83. 84. 85. 86. 88. 89. 
91;9~ 9a 9d. 9& 9~ 10& 10~ 107. 10& 10~ II~ ll& 115. 
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Question 50. ])o they generally make good progress.as other children? 
Yes.-1. 2. 4. 6." 7. 11. 13. 18. I 9. 21. 22. 23. ·24. 26. 27. 28. 20. 31. 35. 37. 38. 39. 41. 42. 43. 44. 45. 48. 50, 

. 51. 52. 54. 55. 56. 57. 58. 60 .. 62. 61. 65. 66. 67. 6~. 71. 72. 74. j(l. 79. 81. 82. H5. 87. 90. 04. 95. 97. 100. 101. 
10·2. I 03. 106. I I 0. JI I. 114. 117. 118. I 20. I ·2 I. 12-2. I :!3. 12-5 .. I ;W. 127. US. 129. I 31. 

Yes (co11ditimial).-I5. 14. 10. rn: 20. 2-5. 30. 36. tll. 75. 83. 86. 9:J. 96. 105. 113. 110. 
No.-3. 5. 8. 9. 32. 33. 40. -16. 47. 49. 59. 69. 7U. 77. 78. i:lO. 84. 89. 91. 92 .. 9S. 99. 104. 107. 108. 109. 112. 

115. 13:2. . 

Question 5L Do the paying children associate free"ty ,vith the free children? 
Ye.<.-1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. !l. 10. 11. 13. 14. rn. 13. 19. 20. 21. 22. 23. 2-i. 25. 26. 27. 28. 29. 30. 31. 32. 33. 

35. ao. a,. as: 3D. 4o. 41. 42. 43, 44. 45. 46. 47. 4B. 49. 50. 51. -'l'..!. 54. 55. 56. 57. 58. 60. 61. 02. 64. 65. 66. 67. 
li8. 69. 70. 71. 72. 74. 75. 78. 79. 80. 81. 82. 83. 84. 85. 86: b7. 90. 91. 02. 93. 94. lJ,5. 06. 97. !JS. 99. 100. 101.-
102. 103.105. 106. 107.108. 110. lll. 112. 113. 114.115.117. 118.120. 121. !'..!:!. 12:3.125. 126. 127. 128. 129. 
130. 131. 

Yes ( conditional ).-15. 
No.-59. 77. 109. 132. 

. Question 52. Does the admission of free children r.reate dissatisfaction, and lead to endeavours to be 
relieved from the payment of fees on the part ·of those-. who do pay? 

Yes.-3. 5. 6. 7. 8. !). I 1. 15. 18. 19. 20. 21. %. 26. 27. 28. 30. 36. 38. 39. -10. 4 7. 57. 60. 66. 67. OU. 70. 72. 
74. 75. 79. 81. 84. 87. SU. 91. \14. 99. 102. 104. 107. 1111:l. llO. 11:3. 11!>. !:H. 123. 132. 

No.-1. 2. 4. 10. 13. 14. I G. 22. 23. 24. 20. 31. 32. 33. 3.;. 37. •! I. 42. 43. 44. 45. 46. 48. 49. 50. 51. 52. 53. 54. 
55. 56. 58. 59. 61. 62. 65. li8. 71. 77. 78. 80. t,'1. 83. 85. t,6; 90. 9·2. 93. 95. 96. 97. 91:l. 100. 101. 103. 103. 106. 
109. 111. 112. 114. 115. 117. IIS. 120. 125. 12G. li7. 128. 129. 1:30.131. 

Question 53. Are the free children generally more troublesome than other,s? 
Yes.-3 6. 8. 9. 14. 1.5. 59. 69. 70. 77. 78. s:1. 84. 92. 98. 104. 107. 100. 112. 132. 
No.-1. :!. 4. 5. 7. 10. ll. 13. 16. 18. 19. 20. :!I. 22. 2:3. 24-. 25. 20. 27. 2~. 29. 30. 31. 32. 33. 35. 3fi. 37. 38. 

39. 40. 41. 42. 43. 44. 45. 46. 47. 48. 4!l. 50. 51. 5'2. 54. 55. 56. 57. 58. 6ll. (ii. 61. 6-1. 6,j_ 66. G7. OS. 71. 72. 74. 
75. 70. 80. 81. 85. 86. 87. 89. !JO. 91. 93 .. !J4. 95. 96. 07. 99. 100. 101. 102. 103. 105. 106. 108. 110. lll. 113. 114. 
ll.5.117. 118. 120. 121. 122. 123. 125.1:!6. 127. 128. 120. 130. 131. 

Question 54. (1) Would you recommend that, wherever practicable in any large centres of population, 
free children under the present system be sent to free schools? (2) Or would it be better that such 
separate free schools be reserved only for the very lowest and degraded and most dissolute class ? 

Sep"ratefree sr!wols·: 
Yes-For a/1.-1. 10. 12. 13; 20: 33. 37. 39. 40. 44. 45. 48. 49. 57. 59. 71. 76. 8-1 .. 93. 99. 104. 100. 119. 

12-L 132. 
For low,•st clas.ses.-'2. 4. 5'. 6.- 7. !J. I O. 11. 12. 15. l'l. 20." '21. ao. 3.1. 33. 3,L 30'. :18. 4 J. 43. 46. 4 7. 50. 

51. 52. 54. 55. 56. 59. 62. fi5. fl7. 70. 72. 77. 71:l. so. 82. 83. 84. 86. l:l7. 88. 89. 90. 91. 9:2. !J3. 94. 95. 
98.102.103. 100.107. 108. 110. 11·2.115.116.117. 118. 121. J2;J.121. 126. l:!7/' l:.'8. 1:29. 132. 

No.-3. 14. 16. 19. 23. 2~. 25. 27. 29. 32. 41. 46. 49. 52. 56. 58. 61. 06. GS. 71. 83. 85. 86, 97. 105. 
10.7. 112. 122. 124. 12(i. 127.. 130. 

. • In criminal cases only. 

Question 55. About what proportion of scholars have you usu~.lly in the 6th· Class? 
I- to 5 per cent.-1:l. 27. 43. 57. 61. 70. 72. 73. 80. 83. ~5. 9 I. 92. 04. 97. 99. IOI. 103. 106. 111. I I 9. 132. 
I to 10 per emf.- I. 4. 15. 19. 20. 2.;. 26. 30. 314. 47. fJO. 114. 
10 per cent. and upioflrd.<.-18 . . HJ. 59. 75. Bli. 98. 111,5. 108. 12!. 
None.-'2. 3. 5. 6. 7. 8. O. 10. 11. 12. I l. 16. 17. 21. 2'..!. :!3. 21. :!8. 29. 31. 32. 33. 34. 3-5. 3G. 37. 39. 40. 41. 

42. 44-. 4-'i. 46. 48. 50. 5!. 52. 53. :54. 55. 56. 58. GO. 0:2. 6:l. 64. o:,. 06. 67. 68. 69. 71. 7~. 71i. 77. 78. 70. 81. 82' 
84. 80.87. ~i:l. 80. 93. 95, JOO. 10:l. 104.1LJ7. 1<;9. 110. 112! 11;3. 115. 116. 117. 118.120. 121. 122. l:.!3. 125. 1:26. 
127. 128. 129. 130. 131. 

· Question 56. About what proportion usually leave school before they are competent to pass a creditable 
examination in the 5thor 6th Class? . 

Less tlian 25 per cenl.-1. l3. 26. 29. 32. 40. 53. 5!J. !JI. lOl. 102. 
'25 lo 50 p1•r cent.-D. 30. 46. 73. bO. 90. fl'..!. 94. llJ5. I 14. I 15. 
50 to 75 per ce11t.-3. 4. 5. 14. 15. 25. 27. 33. :36-. 4J. iii'i. 56. 57. 71. 75. i8. 86. 88. !JO. 103. 120. . 
Alwvc73pe.rceui.-2. H. 11. 18. HJ. 20. 22. 24. 31. 3tl. 4:1. 48. 50. 52. 54. 58. 60. 6G. 67. 69. 70. 72. 74. 82:.. 

83. 84. i:lJ. 89. 93. 9-5. 97. 98. 99. 104. ltl(l. lOi. 1118. IO!J. 111. 113. 117. l!U. 121. 126. 129. 130. 132. 
All.-8. 10 .. IG. 21. 23. 34. 35. 4-1. 5.1. 79. 81. 87. 100. 116'. 

Question 57. To what do you generally attribute- the failure of so many to reach the higl1er classes? 
Irrrgul,,1· attenda11ce.-I. 3. 4. 5. n. 7. 8. 9. 10. 11. 13. 15. 16. 20. 22. '!4. 2-i. 27. 29. 30. 32. :J(i. 38. 40. 41. 

42. 4:1. -14. 46. 47. 49. 51. 52. 5:3. 54. 5-'i. 56. 57. -58 .. :!J. (ill. (i2. ii6. 07. CiO. 70. 71. 72. 7:J. 7-1. 75. 77. 78. 79. 80. 
81. 82. 84. 85. 86. 88. 8f.J: 90. 91. 93. 96. 07. 9!:l. 100; 1111. 102; JO;J. 104. 105; 106. lll8. lllf.J. 110. 111. 112. 113. 
115. I 16. 117. I 19. 120. 121. 123. 1:/4. 127. 129. 130. 131. 

'l'oo early willtdrawa.l.-8. 14. 16. 17.18. 23. 24. "27. 32,35. 42. 48. 50. 54. 511. 63. 67. 69. 70. 71. 70.- 81. 83. 
84. 91. I (10. 108. 112. 12D. 

lmu.fficient opportunity.-1. 2. 14. 29. 31. 33. 45. -17. 57. 59. GO. 61. Ci6. GS. 73. 76. 77. 87. 92. 95. 97. 99. 
102. 10-l. 107. 100. 113. 114. ll5. 12:!. 12+. 125. l~G. 127·. 131. 132. 

Otlter cau.ses.-19. 21. 3-1 . .,. 43. 
• Defective inspection. 

Question 58. Generally speaking, could childl'en. with ordinary diligence pass the 6th Class- examina-
tion by' attending school from the age of 6 years till the age of 12 is reaehed? 

. Ye.s.-3. 4. 5. 8. 9. 10. 12. 14. 15. 16. 17. 18. HJ.'" 21. 22. 24. 25. 26. 30. 36. 38. 39. 4:J. 45. -16. 47. 49. 51. 52. 
53. 5c,. 51i. 58. j;O. 61. 62. 64. 67. 68. 69.t 70. 72. 73. 76. 77. 82. 83. 84. s:,. ~6. 87. 88. 9'..!."' 93. 94. 95. US. 99. 
104. 106. 108. 111.112. 114. llG. 11'7. 118. 120. 121. 122. 12.J. 125. l:!8. 129. 1:30. 131. 1:32. 

• In a' foll-time town school. t In some exceptional cases possible. 

No.-1. 2. 6. 11. 13. 20. 2:J. 27. 29. ,H. 32. 33.* 34. 35. 37. 40. 41. 42. 4-1. 48. 54. 57.59. fl3. 65. (Hi. 71. 74. 
75. 78. 79. 80. 81. 89. 90. 91. 96. 97.100. l01. lll2; 103. IU5. 11,7. 109. 110.113. 115. 119. 123. 126. 127. 

• Not in country di~ti·icts. 
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Question 59. At whose expense is firing provided·? 

Teaclter.-1. 3. 5. r,: 7. 10. 11. 13. 14, 15. 16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 23. 24. 2-3. 26. 27. 28. 29. 30. 31. 32. 33. 34. 35. 
36. 37. 38. 39. 40. 42. 43. 44. 45. 46. 47. 48. 49. 50. 51. 52. 5:1. 5-1. 56. 57. 58. 59. 6?, 6G. 69. 71. 73. 75. 77. 80. · 
SI. 83. 84. 85. 89. 90. 9 I. 92. 93; 94. 95. 96. 98. 99. l 00. 10 I. 102. I 03. 105. l ll6. 1 07. I 08. ll 0. 111. 112 .. 113. 
114, U5. 1 m. 111. 118. 119. 121. 123. 124. 125. 121. 128. 129. rno. 131. 132. , 

Porents.-1. 2. 9. 53. 58. 63. 66. 68. 69. 71..72. 75. 77. 79. 80. 86. 87. 91. 98. 99. 104. 106. 109. 112. 115. 
118. 124. 
· Other.-4. 8 .. 12. 15. 21. 41. 55. 61. 78. 80. 83. 97. 110. 120.132. 

Stale allo,i:ance.-70. 74. 76. 

Question 60. Have you much difficulty in collecting your fees? and are you often corripelled to take 
payment in kind instead of cash? 

. Yes.-1. 3. 15. 16. 18. 20. 21. 25. 27. 29. 33. 3-5. 36. 43. 46. 49. 50. 51. 52. 53. 56. 60. 66. 74. 7°5. 82. 89. 91. 
94. 95. IOI. 102. 104. 107. 108. 11 l. 112, 113. 115. 117. ll9.· 121. 123. 124. 127. 131. 

No.-2. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. JO. 11.12. 13. 14. 17. 19. 22. 23. 21. 26. 28. :JO. :Jl. 32. 34-. 37. 39. ~O. 41. 42. l,!-. 45. 
47. 48. 54. 57. 58. 59. 61. 62. 63. 64. 065. 67. 68. 69. 70. 71. 7·1. 73. 77. 78. 7fJ. Sil. SI. 8:3. Hi. 8-3. 8fi. 87. 88. 
90. 92. 93. 96. 97. 98. 99. 100. 103. 105. 106. 109. 110. 114. 116. 118. l:W. 122. 125. 120. 128. 129. 130. 132 .. 

Paid in kinrl.-8. 19. 20. 23. 24. 25. 27. 28. 31. 35. 36. 41. 46. 51. 54. 55. 70. 73. 75. 77. 80. 8:.! .. 83. 84. fl9. 
91. 92. 94. 97. 98. l 01. 108. 112. 114. 116. II 7. 127. 131. 132. 

· Question 61. Does the Local Board assist you in collecting your fees? 
YPs.-60. 
No.-l. 2. 3. 4-. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 11. 13. 14. 15. 16. 18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 23. 2_4. 25. 28. 29. 30. 32. 33. 34. 35. 36. 

37. 38. 39, 40. 41. 42. 4:J. 44. 45. 46. 47. 48. 49. 50. 51. 52. 53. 54. 55. 56. 57. 59. 61. 62. 63. 6-'i. 66. 69. 70. 71. 
72. 73. 74. 75. 76. 77. 78. 79. 80. 81. 82. 83. 84. 85. 86. 87. 88. 89. 90. 91. 9:.!_- 93. lH. 95. 97. 9~. 99. IOU. JOI. 102. 
103. 104. 105. 106: 107. 108. 110. 111. 112. 113.114. 115. 116. 1.17. ll8. 119. 120. 121. 123. 124. 125. 126. 
127. 128. 129. 1:31. 132. 

Not.mzuirerl.-10. 12. 11. 26. 31. 58. 64-. 67. 68. 96. 109. 122. 130. 

Question 62. What amount of salary do your receive,-lst, from the State; 2rid, from any other 
source? 

No. 

]. 

2. 
3. 
4 .. 
5:' 
6. 
7: 
8. 
9. 

10. 
l!. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17;_ 
18; 
19. 

. 20 .. 
21. 
2" 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 

·21. 
2~. 
29; 
30. 
31. 
82. 
33. 

Salary. 
£ 
90 
51 
54 
40 
30 
76* 
63 

100 
84 
54 
35 
30 
63 
90 
81 
84111 

30 
50 
90 
72 
63 
40 
73 
54 

120• 
40 

120* 
47 
80 
90"' 
80 
45 
63 

Fees. 
£ 

110 
50 
35 
20 
10 
15 

50 
2i) 

3lt 
22 
29 
70 
75 
28 
10 
18 
80 
30 

25 
30 
20 
80 
26 
76 
25 
30 
52 
40 
'20 
40 

No. 

34. 
35. 
36. 
37. 
38. 
89. 
40. 
41. 
42. 
43. 
44. 
45. 
46. 
47. 
48. 
49. 
50. 
51. 
52 . 
53. 
54. 
55. 
56. 
57. 
58. 
69. 
60. 
01. 
62. 
63. 
64. 
,65. 
67. 

• Wife included. 

8ala,-y. 
£ 
54 
72 
63 
50 
54 
40 
69 
30 
50 
72 
40 
96 
63 
96 
40 
72 
54 
30 

120 
54 
96* 
72 
72 

101! 
50 
54 
63 

100 
30 
30 
50 
50 
54 

Fees. 
£ 
20 
6,'i 

5 
10 
18 
6 

20 
25 
10 

36 
83 
27 
60 
2U 

20 
25 
60 

6 
30 
73 
20 
25 
l6 

543 
9 

20 

20 
t Pension. 

No. 

68. 
69. 
70. 
71. 
72. 
73. 
74. 
75. 
76. 
77. 
78. 
79. 
80. 
81. 
82 .. 
88. 
84. 
85. 
86. 
87. 
t<H. 
89. 
90. 
91. 
91. 
93. 
94. 
95. 
96. 
97. 
98. 
99. 

lUO. 

Sala,-y, 
£ 
30 

120 
80 

72 
44 
80 

108 
150 
72 
63 
40 
81 
96 
84 

108 
72 
50 
22 

63 
72 
40 
86 

132 
72 
63 
54 
72 

100 
96 

120 
,40 

Fees, 
£ 
10 
50 

50 
39 
25 
37 

135 

4~ 
35 
12 
47 
13 
21) 

200 
50 
13 
2 

50 
4 

17 
'20 
60 
30 
29 
Jg 

65 

15 

18 

t Self and assistant. 

Question 63. How many assistants or pupil teachers have you? and what are 

Nr>. ~~P1~;;1~!f/ Salary. No. 1.:~Pj~;;:~;::::• Salary. No. i.:~11~;;;r;~rs:• Sal~ry. 
£ £ £ 

]. 3 70 36. 1 21 74. l 40 
2. 1· 12 37. 3 54 75., 3 70 
6. I 10 40. 2 32 76. 4 132 
7. Wife. 21 43. l 30 77. 1 24 
8. 2 32 45. l 96 80. l 30 

13. 1 20 46. l 41 81. 1 24 
14. l 20 47. 1 12 83. 4 95 
15. 3 66 49. 2 42 84. 2 ·42 
19. 2 42 54. l 12 85. 1 12 
23. I 24 56. I 30 91. 2 42 
24. l 18 57. 1 2U 9·]. I 12 
25. 2 50 60. I 20 93. I 30 
~i. l 30 61. 12 96. 2 42 
29.· 1 30 69. I 20 97. 3 85 
31. I 30 'iO. 2 52 90. 2 •El 
35. 3 44 72. 1 20 IOI. l 30 

" 

No. 

101. 
102. 
103. 
104. 
105. 
106. 
1.07. 
lti'S. 
109. 
llO. 
111. 
112. 
l 13. 
114. 
115. 
116. 
! 17. 
118. 
ll!l. 
120. 
l '21. 
122. 
~2:3. 
1:24.· 
125. 
I'.!6. 
127. 
128. 
l:!9. 
130. 
1:n. 
132. 

Sal~1·y.· 

63 
1'10 

90 
40 

157 
72 
81 
47 
54 
f,::J. 
50 

100 
108. 
100 
72 
40 
JjQ 

27 
156" 
30 
Out 
62 
37 

100 
4() 

. 72* 

6·~ 
" 51 

37 
20 
91l 

Fee.,. 
£ 

108 
109 .. 

18 
268 

55 
69 
20 
26 
25 
20 . 
50 
40 

135 
45 

25 
2 

130 

24 
20 
12 

425 
30 

7 

38 
26 
10 
9 

30 

their annual salaries ? 

No, t~JJ;.fs~~~\!'."" Salary. 
£ 

102. 4 I,W 
103. 2 "'-~ 
105. 7 20{¼ 
106. 2 36 
i07. 2 57 
112. 2 48 
113. I 12 
114. 3 109 
117. J 12 
119. 3 j5 
121. l 
122. 1 ~o 
121. 11 276 
126. I 
l:W. 2 42 
132. l 80 
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. -Question 64 .. Do any of them receive any portion of the scho?l fe~s? and if so, ·what. proportion? 

y,,s.-123. 
Hi'per _c;.nt.:--I:!4 .. 
50 per cent.-24 . 

. Nonc.-1. 2. 3. 4.·6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 12. 13. 14. 15. 16 .. 19. 23. 25. 27. 29. 30. 31. 32. 3.4. 35. 36. 37. 40. 43. 44 . 
• rn. 47. 48. 4n. 50. -">2. 54. 56. 57. uo. 61. 63_. 69. 10. 12. 76. so. s1. 82. 83. 84. 85. 91. 92. 93. !J6. 97. 99. 100.109. 
lu3. 104. 105. 106. 107. 108. ll2. I I~. 114. 115. ll9. 122. 126. 127. 129. 131) . 

. Question ·55_ Have you a residence provided? and what is its annual rental value? 

Yes- . 
No .<um nnmed.-7 (three rooms). 9. 10 . .13. 17. 18. 22. 23. 26. 28. 32. 36. 37. 40. 50. 57. 63. 78. 81, 

98. 101. 104. JO!J. 110. Ill. 110.126. -1'29. J;JO. 
£5 to £ 111.-16. 25. 34. 35. 3lJ: 45. 4U. 54. 5::l." UO. 67. 80. 82. 84. 87. 89. 108. lI 1. 117. 121. 125. 131. 
£11 to £2-~.-3. 6. 14. 15. 10. 20. 24. 27. 30. 31. 42. 43. 44. 47. 52. 59. 7(). 71/72. 73. 77. 91. 92. 93. 

1110. IOO. ll•7. ·112. 113. 115. 123. 13~. 
£30.-G!J. 75. 83. 97. 114. Y 

No.- 1. '2. 4. 5. t-J. 11. I 2. 21. 29.* 33. 38. 48. 49. 50. 55. 56. 61.t 62. 64. 65. 68.! i4. 76. 79. 85. 86. 88. 90. 
94. !J5. 96. !JO.§ lll2. Io:3. IOJ. 118. 119; 120. 122. 124. 127. 128. . 

• Hnuse allowance, 20 per cent. t Ditto, 40 per cent. . . t Ditto, 10 per cant. § Ditto, 30 por cent. 

Question 60. D'oes our pupil teacher system furnish many efficient masters or mistresses? 

Ycs.-'-1. 2. 5. (l. 7 .. 11. Hl. 18. 19. 22. 23. 25. 27. 31. 32. 33. 3-3. 36. 40. 41. 44. 45. 46. 47. 48. 49. 51. 56. 58. 
64. 71. 78. 91. 93. !)4. 95. 97. )112. 107. 113. 120. 124. 125. 126. 130. 

_ _ . No . .:._l 2.- '24. 63. 59. 61. 65. 60. 67. 70. 83. 87. 1:22. 

Question 67. Is there any difficulty in obtaining pupil teachers? if so, what is the cause of it? 

Ye.,·- . 
Small .<nfarie.<.-1. 3b. 40. 48.* 49. 50. 61. 74. 70. 89. 94. 102. 103. 104. 10-3. 114. 119. 120. 122. 124. 
l1mitficie11t .,11ppl,1J.~l o. 113. 
No refl.<1111 ussil}ned.-·20. 22. 

No.-2. 6. !J. 11. J.l. 1ft 2:l. 24. 27. 31. 32. 45. 40. 47. 48. 51. 56. 58. 59. 61. 67. 70. 71. 73. 75. 80. 82. 83. 
87. !JO. !JI. 92. 93. 9i. lOL lOi. 125. 127. 128.'" 

• Female. 

. . Question 68. Have you had any experience in connection with the system of Exhibitions to Superior 
Schools? 

Ye•.-'-1. I I. 14. 2·2. 25. 27. 35. 42. 43. 45. 47. 48. 49. 52. 53. 54. 55. 67. 75. 77. 80. 82. 83. 86. 91. 92. 97. 99. 
102: J0:3. 1 U5. 11_:J. I 14. I W. I24. 

Ni,.-2. 5. 6. 7. 9. lfl. 12. 13. 10. 17. 18. 19. 20. 21. 23. 24. 26. 28. 29. 30. 31. 32. 33. 34. 30. 38. 39. 40. 41. 
44. 41i. 50. 51. 5Ci. r,7. 58. ;j~J. Ge. li L. 62. 63. 64. 65. 66. 68. 69. 70. 7 I. 7:2. 73. 7 ~- 76. 78. 79. 84. 85. Bi. 88. 89. 
90. fl3. !JI. \15. lJG.9~. 100. 101.104.100.107. !0tl. 110.111.112. ll.j. 116. lli.118.120.121. l:t2. 123.125.120. 
127. I :18. 129. I 30. 131. 132. 

Question 69. Have you prepared any childre~'for those Exhibitions·? and if so, how many, and with 
what restil t ? ' 

Yrs.-One passed, 35. 49. 91. 99.; two pns~cd, 80. 113. -119; three pnssrd, 27. 47. 83. 103.; four passed, 
25; fiv,,pa~s .. d,7,j,:--<3; eightpassPd, 102; l:3passccl,97; 14pas~ed, !Oi>; 15pn~sed, 114; ~8_passed, 124. 

No.--2. 5. o. 7. U. 10. 11. 12. 13.15. 10. 17. 18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 2;3. 20. 2~. 20. 30. :31. 3:2. 33. 34. 36. 37. 38. 
40. 4~. 4Ci. 50. 51. 5~. 55. 5ti. 57. 58. 59. 60. Cil. 6:!. (i3. 04. 6-3. Oli. 07. 70. 71. 7:!. 73. 74. 76. 77. 78. 79. 81. 84. 
85. i,0.1<7. 8>:1.·H!J. UO. 92. !):J. !).J. 95. !)Ii. !J8. 1110.101. 104.106. 107. 108. 110. 111.11:.!. 115. 110.117. 118.120. 
121. 1:22. I :!3. I :.!5. l:!6. '127. I c.!Ei. 129. 131. 132. 

'Question 70. _Can you state from your own knowledge whether the preparation of candidates for 
Exhibitions interferes in any disadvantageous _way with the ordinary work of the school, through the 
concentration of the teacher's·attention on the advancement of the candidates? 

Ye.•.-32. 3-i. 511. 52. 1:32. 
No.-!. 2. 5. 6. 7. 9. JO. 11. 12. 14. 16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 22. 25. 20. 27. 28. 29. 30. 31. 33. 34. 30. 38. 40. 41. 

· 42. 43: 44. 4-:i. 46. 47; 48. 40. 51. 54. 55. 50. 57. 58. 59. lill. GI..63. 6-3. 60. li7. O\J; 70. ii. 7-2. 73. 75. 76. 77. 78. 79. 
so. 81. H-2. s:1. 1-:\.'i. HO. 87. 88. 89. 91. 9:!. 9(i. 97. 99. lOi. 10:?: 103. 10!. lu5. 106. 107. 108. 109. llO. 111. 114. 
115. Ji(i. 117. !Ji;;. 119. 120. 122. 123. 124.12-i. l:.!7. 129. 

Question 71. Can yoti ·point out any defects in the. Exhibition system, or indicate· any possible 
improvement of it? 

Yes-' 
A ltrralinn '!l oge.-13. 75. 
Alt1"1'11timz 11/ c11rrirulum.-25. 70. 97. 102. 105. 
0,·,,11/rr •71rcifl/i::ati1111.-14. 83. 104. 
1lliscellmz~,,u-•. -27·. 30. 43. 47. 52. 66. . . 

No.~~- :.!. 5. (j_ 7. !J. I II. 11. 12. io. 17. 18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 23. 24. 26. 28. 29. 31.33. 34. 35. 30. · as. 40. 41. 
44. 45. ~6. 48. 40. 511. i.il. 53. 54. 55. 56. 57. 58. 60. 61. 63. OU. 71. 7-J,. 76. 77. 78. 79. SO, HI. 82. 84. 85. 80. 87. 
88. l:!!J. [HI. 91. !):J. £14. 95. !JG. 98. 99. 101. 103. 106. 107. 1'08. 110. llo. )14. 115. 116. 117. llB. ll9. 120. 129. 
123. 125. !·!(i. l:.!O. J;JO. 1:31. 

Question 72. Are you in favour of Education .in the Public Schools being made free ? · 
Y,·.<.--1. a. U. 7. 8. 9. 10. 11. 12. 14. 16. -I 7. 18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 23. 24.· 25. ~O. 27. 28. 29. 30. 31. 33. 34. 35. 

30. 3S. 40. 43. 45. 40:47. 48. 4!J. 50. 52. fi3. 54.57. 59. 60. 03. 64. 65. GO. 69. 70. 71. 72. 7~. 75. 77. 78. 79. 80. 
81. 82. 84. ~5. 80. 87. Hl:l. 89. 90. 91. 94. 95. 9S. 99. 100. 101. 102. 105. 106. lOi. 108.-109. llO. 113. ll4. 116. 
lJ.7. 120. 121. 1~2. 123. 127. 128. 129. . 

No.-2. 4. 5. J:J. 32. 39. 44.51. 55. 56. 58. 61. 67. 68. 73. rn: 83. 92. 93. 96. 97. 103. 104. 111. 112. 115. 
118. ! Ill. 124. 125. 126. 130. 131. 132. -

Question 73. Do you think a much better attendance would be procured if Education were free ? 

Ye.,.-1. 3. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 11. 12. 14. 10. 17. 18. ;:io. 22. 23. 24. 25. 26. 27. 29. 31. 33. 34. 3.3. 36. 38. 39. 40. 
43. 45. 46. 47. /ill. 52. 53. 54. 57. 59. 60. 63 .. 64. 06. 67. 69. 70. 71. 72. 74. 76. 77. 78. 79. 81J. 81. 82. 81. 87. 88. 
89. !)11. !)1. !J3. 94. 95. 90. 98. 99. 100. 101. 102. 105. 100. 107, 109. 110. Ill. ll3. 114. 116. 117. 120. l:ll. 122. 
123. 124. 128. 'I :.!9. . 

N().-2. 4. 5. 13. 19. 21. 28. 30. 32. 42. 44. 48. 49. 51. 55. 56. 58. 61. 65. 68. 73. 75. 83. 92. _97. 104. 108. 
112. 115. 118. "119. 125. 130. 131. 132. 
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Qu'estion 74.' Is it desirable'•to relieve parents _from the payment of fees ~ho are willing ,or able to pay.? ': 
Yi!s .. -1. 9. 10. 11. 12. 14. 15. 16. 19. 20. 21.. 2·2. 23. 24. 2-5. 27 .. 28. 29. 30. 31. 34. 38. 40. 43. 45. 46:47. 50. 

52. 53. 54. 60. 63. 66. 69. 70. 7[. 74. 77. 78, 81. 82. 84. 87. 88. 89 .. 90. 91. 94. 95. 98. 99. 101. 102. 106. 107.108. 
11_3. 114. 121. 123. 128. 129.-' _ . . 

No.-2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 13.-17. 18. 26. 32."33. 32 .. 35. 36. 39. 42. 44. 48 .. 49. 51. 55. 56. 57. 58. '59. 61. 62: 
64. 65. 67. 68. 72. 73. 75. 76. 79. 80. 83. 92. 96. 97. 100. 103. 10-L 105. 109. 110. lll. 112., 11'5. 116. J 18. 119. 
124. 125. 126. 127. 130. 131. 132. , 

, Question 75, What in: your ~pinion would'be the advantages or disadvantiges of a system ·of Free 
Education in comparison with the present existing system? 

Advantages- ' . . , 
Better attendance.-!. 3. 6. 7. 8. 9. 11. 12. 14. 17. 18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 23. 24. 25. 27. 30. 33. 34. 35. · 36 .. 

38. 47. 52. 53. 54. 57. 59. 60. 63. 66. 69. 70. 71. 72. 74. 75. 78. 'i9. so. 81. 82. "89. 91. 94. 99. 101. 
105. 106. 107. 110. 114. 116. 117. [20. 121. 122. 123. 129. 130. _ 

Better feeling between teacher and parent.•.-2. 10. 12. 14. 15. 16. I 7. 21. 22. 24. 25. 27. 30. 31. 38 .. 40; 
47, 57. 66, 74. 81. 82, 85. 89. 96. 98. 102. 113. 1i1. 128. • ' . I. : _ 

Avoid annoyance of collecting fees, and serure less ftuclitating salary.-l. 2. 14. 15'._ 19. 27. 29; 31."57: 
· 66. 75. 77. 79. 83. 86. 87. 91. 96. 98. 99. I 06. 107. 113: 121. 

Close inferior private schools.-!. 7. 14. 46. 75. loi. 114. 
No advantage.-44. 49. 51. 55. 56. 78. 76. 104. 112. ll9. 125. 132. 

Disadvantages-
Lower tone and attendance ef public scliools.-4. 89. 48. 97. 
Tend to pauperise parents.-82. 48. 88. I 03. . . _ , 
Education undervalued if free.-2. 5: 18. 19. '.t,7. p9. 58. 61. 67. 68. 83. 92. 96. 97. 103. ll8. 131. 132. · 

Question 76. How would· the State best meet the cost of providing Free Education ?-by local rates, 
by a general education tax, or by drawing on the Ge_neral Revenue ? · , 

Local mte.-24. 78. 101. 128. 131. 132. 
Education fax.-fl. 8. 9. 10. 11. 12. 15. 16. 18. 19. 23. 28. 31. 32. 35." 36. 38. 43. 46. 48. 49. 51. 58. 59. ,61. 

64. 67. 68. 69. 73. 11. 79. 80. 86. 87. 88. 89. 90. 91. 95. 96. 98. 100. 104. 109. uo. 116. 122. 12-1. 125. 
General Revenue.-!. 2. 3. 5. 7. 13. 14. 15. 16. 17. 20. 25. 27. 29. 30. 81. 34. 39; 4u. 43. 45. 47. 50. 52. 53. 

54. 55. 56. 57. 60. 61. 63. 66. 69. 70. 71. 72. 74. 76. so. 81. 82. 83. 84. 85. 92. 93. 94. 97. 99. 100. 102. 103 . 
. 105. 106. 107. 108. 1I3. 11'4. ·117. 118. 119.120; 121. 123. 124. 126. 127. 12!:l. 

Question 77. How should teachers be paid if education were fre~, so that a healthy stimulus to - -
painstaking could be continued, in lieu of that which the school fees now afford? . ' 

By class <!I school.-3, fixed salary· and capitation fees ; 4, amount of school fees, proportioned to ; 
5, by the State.- . 

· By results ef leaching.-1. 2. . · 
The majority of answer_s cannot be classified unde~ any head. 

· Question 78. Can you name any other particulars, not touched .by- the foregoing questions, on which 
you think our E<lucational system is capable of improvement? 

I. I cannot. · 
2. ·No. , . 

· 3. If free, or virtually free education l;>e adopted, I think all schools should- be provided with books, 
slates, and every requisite, the cost to be defrayed out of the capitation grant. ' 

4 to 13. No. 
14. Yes, the classification of teachers on the plan· adopted in-New Zealand,-a most admirable plan,-in 

lieu of our present one. ' 
15. (a.) The formation of a superannuation fund for the support of aged or infirm teachers not .entitled 

to a pension is a desirable thing ; such a scheme as that in operation among officers of the excise ,in ·Britain ' 
would answer well, I believe. (b.) Where practicable, tracts of land might be reserved from sale and let on 
clearing leases for the benefit of the schools. · In course of time_ such lands might become.sufficiently'valuable 
to pay a large share of the cost of instruction. (c.) Now that clocks are so cheap, these articles might be 
supplied to the schools and the teachers made responsible for them, allowance being made, of course, for wear 
and tear. . · 

16 and 17. No. 
18. ,The only thing not touched by the foregoing questionR is the teacher's salary, which, I tp.ink, might 

be raised a little. · · . · · · 
19. We require an Organising Inspector, ·one who will spend a week with some of us, and tak'e school.· 
20. (I.) "Truant Officers" should be appointed to certain districts embracing several LocalSchool Board 

Districts, and to him should be sent every month a copy of the· Register, as well as to the Department. _A 
return should be sent 'quarterly to the Department containing the names of all children, their_ parents or 
guardians, distance from school, their quarterly attendances, and reasons for defaulters if known by the 
teacher, 'and a separate list of all who have not attended the required number of days who· have no valid 
excuse. This latter should be sent to the Truant Officer, who should appoint a day to meet the parents or, 
guardians of the defaulters at the school house after school hours. Those who did not attend _after being· 

. informed, or those who could give no satisfactory excuse, should be prosecuted, and, receive a higher 
imposition for each offence, the maximum fine being £5 .. The Crown should instruct Justices of the Peace to 
attend strictly to that. This system would also exempt the Head Teacher from appearing impartial. (2.) 
That " Free Education" give free stock for use in schools only, .and any one not recognised as a teacher being 
found in possession of any such stock be prosecuted, a stamp being impressed stating th~t on each article. 
· 21. 'fhe compuls@ry clause of " The Education Act " requires to be maae more stringent, the exceptions 
allowed to be fewer, and the mode of proceeding to be made clear; also, the party to initiate proceedings. to 
be pointed out. I would submit that this might be done by the appointment of District or Itinerant Truant 
Officers, with full power to initiate and carry out all proceedings necessary to enforce the law. Provision also , 
should be made to meet cases· where the municipal authorities decline to give their assistance in such 
proceedings. It is also necessary to prevent by some means the employment of children of a. school age at 
any kind of work or service. As long as persons can be found who,will employ children, the children will 
be kept from school by the parents for the immediate profit. This, with -rabbiting (a most demoralising and 
.brutalising employment for children) is the chief obstacle to school war~ in this district. 

,I 
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22 to 25. No. 
26. More stringent compulsion. 
27. Country schools are at a disadvantage in comparison with town schools. I have seen seven classes 

and three teachers. A city school would have no more classes, but at least twice as many teachers. It is 
e;,t,,ier to teach 20 in a class than five. The sympathy of numbers is great, and in proportion to numbers you 
will secure a larger per cent. of passes with large classes than with small ones. 

28. No. 
29. 
30. No. 
31. ·with the changes indicated above I think our present educational system would be perfect, and 

iucapable of improvement. 
32. I think if extended powers were given to the visiting officers they would be able to be of more use 

th1111 they are at present. 
33. 
34. No. 
35. That Truant Officers should be appointed for country districts as well as central towns; that all 

~chool material, except lesson books, should be provided free of cost. 
36. No. · 
37. 
38. 
:39. No. 
40. (a.) 'reachers travelling on school business, such as examination for classification, to have a railway 

pass. (b.) ·where married teachers are required place a few articles of furniture, and tanks, worth about 
£20, for which a small rental should be made. ( c.) If no training institution be established, let those 
teachers holding no certificates, but who give evidence of teaching power, have the advantage of spending six 
months in a good school, where they could devote half their time iu assisting the head master, and the other 
half to preparation for annual exammation. The head masters could give one hour each day to. the special 
instruction of those teachers attending their schools. At the end of the period appoint the teachers to new 
districts. ( d.) Increased salaries on superannuation. 

41. 
42. 
43. In order to found a nursery for a future educfttional staff, there ought to be at least one Normal 

School, something akin to that fine institution in Edinburgh known as Moray House, established in the Colony. 
44. No. 
45. No questions; generally very good. 
4fj. No. 
47. Under this head, I would beg respectfully to urge the use of the "Royal Reader " series of reading 

books in the Public Schools. "Collins' Australian Readers" have just been introduced into the schools, but 
although they are an improvement on the "Irish Board" series, they are, in my opinion, far below the 
" Royal Reader" in point of excellence. I would also suggest that at every school some means should be 
adopted to secure a good supply of water for the.use of the children both for drinking and washing purposes; 
and also that some means of shelter should be provided in the playground from extremes of weather, and 
more particularly in summer from the great heat of the sun. Such shelter would be particularly useful to 
those children who, having come from long distances, are compelled to remain on the school premises 
during the dinner recess, and to whom it is not desirable to allow the unrestricted use ot the school room. I 
woulrl also beg leave to suggest that in country districts, where the weather is exceptionally wet and the roads 
so dreadfully sloppy, that sensible parents keep their children at home for a day or two: some allowance might 
be made to the school on account of such very wet days. At present, in many country schools, it is 
impossible for the teacher to keep the "average attendance" up to the minimum standard fix,~d by the Board, 
whereas the '! actual attendance" on all days when parents might reasonably be expected to,. send their 
children to school is very considerably in advance of such minimum. Such exceptionally wet days might 
fairly be discarded from the reckoning on being certified to by the Local Board, who would, of course, be 
well acquainted with the fact. 

48. 
49 to 51. No. 
52. Diffidence prompts, No. 
53 to 55. No. 
56. As the inhabitants of Tasmania are ever on the move, changing their abode from one place to 

another, the nature of colonial employment rendering it necessary, the children of those parents are to a great 
extent lost sight of. I think it would be well if a certificate were made out by the teacher and given to a 
child on leaving one district or town for another. He should be informed by the teacher that it is necessary 
.he should present his certificate to the teacher of No. 2 district without delay. 

57 and 58. No. 
59. 
60 to 65. No. 
(i6. (a.) To save unnecessary expense to teachers travelling from one district to another it would be well 

for the Board or other authorities to supply such necessary furniture as tables, bedsteads, chairs, and a sofa to 
each school residence. This practice is followed in the case of ·w esleyan clergymen with satisfaction to all 
concerned. 'reachers would be glad to pay 5 per cent. rental annually. (b.) All the teachers I know regard 
the deduction of fees to pay female assistants as an injustice. The fact of the regulation being so long in 
.abeyance is inherent proof of weakness in the arguments advanced in its favour. It seems an im,itation to 
rnn~ters to withhold help from female assistants. Teachers are in a dilemma: if they refose to help and give 
-hi11t~ on•methocl to their assistants, an unfavourable Inspector's Annual Report is the result; if they do help 
their assistants to self-improvement, a deduction from their salary is their prospective reward. (c.) "\'\Then on 
their way to and from their certificate examinations, teachers should receive a pass on the Government rail
ways. At present it is an expensive trip, lodgings included. At any rate some deduction should be made. 
(d.) More than two examination centres, as at present, for teachers.· (e.) A more definite TeacherR' 
Examination Syllabus, P..g., in reading we do not exactly know what is required-readino- for only one 
per~on's hearing, reading for a class, or dramatic reading for a whole assembly. "\Ve do not lrnow whether 
credit is given more for attention to niceties of pronunciation of single words,--and there is no fixed standarcl 
of pronunciation,-or more for such rendering as will show a full grasp of the author's meaning: we sho·ulll 
know. No Text Books are prescribed for our certificated examinations. In no other examination that wr. 
have read of is this the case. Tasmanian Scholars and Associates of Arts would fare ill if no detailed scheme 
of examination were published annually. fSee Report.] This omission encourages rather than discourages 
cramming. (f.) The education given in ':Public Schools should be secular. 'l'eachers should not be held 

• 
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responsible for the laches of parents ,and of another profession. Pertinent remarks on this question will be 
.fpund in Professor Pillans's "Contributions to the Cause of Education," pp. 110. and 118; and also jn 
Professor Bain's "Education as a Science," p. 420, et seq. (g.) Only absentees should be marked in our . 
daily registers. Valuable time would be saved daily, and prominence would be given to absentees. Constant 
attendance should be the rule, and should be assumed. (h.) Teachers should have no connection with 
enforcing the compulsory clauses. (i.) Teachers should be compP.lled to submit to a deduction from their 
Sl),laries to go towards ~ Superannuation Fund under Government management. In case of death proceeds of 
such payments to be the property of teachers' widows or heirs. There should also be small monthly 
subscriptions to meet cases of sickness. These should be compulsory payments also. I believe that they 
would be gladly paid, even by those with the lowest incomes. Fear of deduction from £nal allowance might 
be made a powerful deterrent from indolence or misconduct in a teacher. (j.) Teachers' salaries ought to be 
raised, The prosperity of the last few years has affected. all classes exce1Jting teachers. 'fhe present scale of 
salaries was decided upon when the finan-:::es of the Colony were very difforent from what they are now. The 
outside public measure our social status-by the amount of salary we receive. (h.) ,Future Inspectors shall 
pr1wiously have had charge of a primary school for at least three years. In England, France, and Belgium 
Inspectors are now chosen from the ranks of the profe~~ion alone. 'fhis practice was only recently introduced 
into England by the Vice-President of' the Council. (l.) Female assistants' salaries are too low, and their 
sense of responsibility too weak, so far a& I have seen. A definite detailed schedule of needlework should be 
published, as in England. A Local Committee ot Ladies would be best to inspect and control this part of 
school work. Fancy-work in school shoul~l be prohibited, and needlework instruction should be collective, 
instead of individual as at present. 

67. 
68. No. 

69. I must leave this to abler hands than mine. 
70 and 71. No. 
72. I think the Local constables, infinitely more than the Local Board system, would be of great service 

iu compelling regular attendance, if they were authorised to do so . 
. ' 73. 

74. No. Only to express my conviction that if the schools were made free, and attendance. compulsory 
and regular, the results would be satisfactory, and le:1ve very little more 'to be desired. 

75. No .. The most i_mportant particulars to my mind are compulsory attendance till certain examination 
is passed ; a minimum number of days JBr quarter fixfld; establishment of a training school for trachers; 
education to be free ; bonus to teachers for all children passing examination. 

76. Something in·the shape or form of a retiring allowance would be a grand incentive. 
77 to 79. No. · 

80. I think that all the schools should be closed for a week or a fortnight in mid-winter. · I think that 
teachers' salaries should not be subject to a deduction of one quarter, as per regultLtions at present, for the 
purpose of paying an assistant when their wives do not teach in their schools, and tlrn,t teachers' wives, if 
employed as assistants, should be paid at the some rate as other assistants. The police should carry out 
"'l'he Compulsory Act" without waiting· for the Local Board or others to l:1y informationti. The teachers 
could give the police a list of those children who did attend school. 

81. Yes, teachers should have a voice in the appointment of their assistants. No one but a teacher kno1vs 
how much.the progress of the school depends on the mistress. In country schools the apparatus might be 
improved by furnishing a globe, a small cabinet of specimens of raw material, boxes of objects (geometric), 
and more maps. 

82. No. 

83. (1.) Classes should be established in Launceston for northern 1mpil teachers, for instmction in singing 
and drawing, on the same basis as in Hobart. (2.) A Drill Instructor should hP- provided tor Lauuc0ston and 
adjoining districts, as in Hobart. (3.) Inspectors reports on Schools should be forwarded to the head teachers 
within, one month of date of examination. ( 4.) Publir. school teachers should participa.te in the general 
prosperity of the Colony, and for this purpose their salaries should be increased 25 per cent. It is a 
noteworthy fact that but three or four trained masters from England have joimxl the 'l'a8manian staff of 
public school teachers during the last 20 years, and of this number two came here p1·incipaUy, I believe, tc> 
benefit from the climate. (5.) It would be d0~irahle, I think, to assimilate the mode of proccclure aclopted in 
drawing up examination questions for teachers to that pursued at the English truiniHg colleges, the London 
University, the Indian Civil Service, &c. (6.) A Civil Service Act is required to provide retiring allowances 
for teachers. · 

84. Yes. It was the rule to appoint assistant teachers "·ithout requiring them to pass as high an 
examination as the monitors. The consequence is that in some schools I am acquainted with, the masters are 
very much hampered by having asRistants who have had a superfieial glos~ at a private school, and arc totally 
unfit to take charge of any class higher tlnu the second, and some hardly th~t. 

85 to 88. No. 

89. Abolish Rule 11 and Sections 61 (:-eferring to average 25), 67 and 68 (rcforriug to deductions through 
low attendances.) It is hard a teachel' ~houltl be principal sufferer for neglect of parents or paucity ot' 
pupils. Have system of compulsory assurauce. ::\fake lowest salary for male head teacher £100 per 
annum ; ditto females, £72 per annum. These rates, with additions (77), would induce pompetent persons to 
enter service and remain in colony. The social status of a teacher is measured by the amount of salary 
received. It is necessary the public shoul,.l look up to teachers more than at present. Education suffers from 
the other extreme, it being known teachers ofteu have a less iucorne than ordinary tradesmen. The length of 
service increases might be made retrosr,ective (not to apply to apprenticeship.) Teachers have been in 
receipt of very low payments for a consid,9rable number of years, rn this suggestion is an act of justice. The 
finances of Colony being in a good condition cau bear iucreases similar to those given iu otl:er branches of' 
Civil Service. 

90 and 91. No. 

92. (a.) Being more attentive in regard to accon11i10datiou, ventilation, comfort, and other sanitary· 
objects of the school premises. (b.) Giving the teacher an inducement to like the service by a vested interest 
in land, say nn acre for each year of sm·yicc afl:pr thr age of 35. 

93. 
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94; Yes.-lst. That an annual report shall be furnished to tea~her and Local Board stating the number of 
marks obtained ·by, each ·individual child in ·every subject; ·also the names of those who have successfully 
passed through the work ·assigned-for the class they were examined in. In this manner:-

SUBJECTS and Mark:J obtainable. 
Class 1v: Minimum, 225. 

NAMES. 

I 
· Reading. Writing. Arithmetic. Geography. Grammar. History. TOTAL. 100. 100. 100. 50. 50. 50. 

---- ---------- --- ----
I 

GEORGE ......... · .•..... I 62 55 70 20 26 18 251-passed 
I 

ROllERT ...............• I 45 60 · 40 20 16 10 191-failed 
I 

70 40 85 35 30 30 310-pasi;ed EDWARD •••••••••••••••• · 
i 

2nd. That small cards be provided by Board, so that teachers mu,y furnish a yeu,rly report to parents, in this 
manner:-

ANNUAL CARD. 

Name.--JOHN 

Late attendance ....•.•........•.... 
Mark:J. 

28 
Days attended for year ......... ; ..•.•.........•.• _... 208 
Conduct.......................................... 60 
No. of days away ................... ·... . . • • . . . . • • . . 35 
Progress . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .• • . •• . • • • • • •• • • • • • • 70 

3rd. I would suggest that there be three classes of teachers I., II., III., and that the standard of education 
for the lowest class be such as to preclude all those who are incapable of passing that examination. By this 
means the Department will secure teachers who are qualified by a good education. 4th. I would suggest that 
those candidates who have passedthe standard for III. Class be placed as assistants in some of the larger 
schools for a -period of three months in order to obtain a knowledge of the art of teaching. Th~t the 
examination, or rather the standard of education, required to become a probationer is but a farce, 1s the 
opinion of the majority of the teachers. 5th. I would suggest an annual examination of ~eachers as an 
improvement on the old system. 6th. I am of opinion that if the rates of payment were higher, and the 
above suggestions adopted, that we should have a higher and more energetic class of candidates c?ming 
forward. 'fhat the Central Board receive the resignations of numbers of teachers who are disgusted with the 
fact that a common labourer earns more than they, is easily verified. 7th. I would suggest, therefore, that the 
lowest rnte of payment for teachers be not less than £104 per year, according to certificate, and so much per 
head for results. · 

95.·No. 
96. Yes, but to do so would entail a certain amount of' "reading up," which I am not in a positio~ to 

go in for at present, the time allowed being insufficient. I fear my efforts, too, would not carry much weigh~. 
97. Better assurance of promotion to tried :me! deserving teachers; greater encouragement to p1;1p1l 

teachers who have finished their apprenticeship to remain in the service ; better provision for the efficient 
teaching of needlework to girls,-this might be obtained by the appointment of one lady, or more, to the 
Local Boards ; and the raising of the standard of' examination for teachers' certificates. 

98. No. But there is one subject which I think would benefit schools materially, and that is the po,yer 
to use them for churches only for a limited period, the inhabitants being given a certain time for the erect10n 
ot: a put.lie place of worship for their own particular denominations. But that a school sh_ould be_used year 
after year, for any number of years, to the destruction of the school property, and the contmual d1sorder of 
, the furniture, has a tendency to disoro-anise school discipline ; and I have found by experience that uned!1cated 
people who take no interest ii). their cl1ildren's education, who will even run down education (before their own 
children) especially the higher branches, will go deterrrtjnedly to work about a national Church, and take an 
interest nnd put out an amount of' dogged perseverance in that quarter which, if' put out in support of' the teacher, 
would be of incalculable benefit to all. In districts where they have not had time to build a church, I woul~ 
certninly allow the use of the school for a stated time, but it is not justice to the school or teacher to allow it 
beyond a certain period. Another matter which I have touched I will repeat. I think, and say so most 
decidedly, that a State teacher should have it in his power to teach the Bible, but on no account should he be 
allowed to j~in any sect or party, or national·Church, preach for them, or act for them in any way. As for 
as my experience goes, a t~acher should be confined to his office. 

99 to 100. No. 
101. No. But I would humbly submit the following for favourable consideration; that is, to 

estnblish a superannuation fund for the teachers,-in fact for all the civil servants; I have spoken to. a goo.d 
many, and they all agree that is what is wanted. Every person should pay to the fund 2½ per cent. of hlll 
yenl"ly income from the State, and should receive in lieu thereof the following :-

For 18 years service to 20 ... f, of salary yearly. I From 28 to 32 ... ;·........ !:z of salary yearly. 
From 20 to 24 . . . . . . . . . ...•.. ... J'i:i ,, From 82 to 86.... .. . . . . .. -I', ,, 
From 24 to 28 ...... ,.............. * ,, , From 36 to 40............ H ,, 

None to receive more, and must be 60 years old before entitled to the bep.efits, o·r produce ample .certificates to 
prove thnt they are unable to perform the duties. To date from 1863, the year that superannuation was done 
away with. The above scheme is very much like one that is adopted in the old country, and I have no doubt 
in saying that now they have one hundred thousand J)ounds to good. And this scheme would not inte~tere 
with the Insurance Companies, for if a person had his or her life insured, if apy one was 1;1nablE; to perform 
work, why, at present, he or she would receive nothing, and who was to •pay the premmms if they have 
nothing to pay with? but if in the superannuation time!, they would be receiving their Y.early allowance ~nd be 
able to pay their due, and the family would then be entitled to draw the amou1;t msured. Probationers 
should only get £3 10s.; when promoted to Class JV., D. B., £3 15s.·; and when raised to Class IV., D. A., 
£4 .. 



-· - :102. ·On the supply and renewal of school apparatu~ and furniture ; on the necessity for pupil teachers, 
"in the absence_ of a Train'.ng College, 'after pas,;ing their pupil-teachership, going as assistants to each of tht: 
public scl;tools _in, town for a quarter· at least, that they may by that means learn the· different styles and 
methods of teaching of the various first-class masters .. On the method of' appointil).g pupil.teachers, quarterly 

, or half:.yearly examinations for admission to--pupil-teacher_ships should -be held, arid not, as now, _ilome time 
,after a vacancy has occurred, so that vacancies could be filled immediately on the nomination of the master of 
one out of those·who have already passed. 'rhese are tl;te things that strike me- more immediately as-a· 
teacher. - That for the sake of improving the pupil teachers there. should be in the town sch9ols at least one 
to each class, so that they might b~ relieved in rotation by the master and assistants to give· the_m more time· 
Jorwork. . • · . · . · · · .. 

103 and 104.- No. . 
105. In common with all teachers of large schools, I feel greatly the need of a perml},nent assistant 

,compet~nt to relieve me occasionally of the charge of the upper class\)s. · Great benefit would. accrue fro111-'tµe - · 
appointment of such an assistant, as the head teacher would be enabled to give more attention to the. work of 
the lower classes and to tbe training of his pupil teachers. 1 , · - ' 

106. No, , , . . 
107. As a general rule a country teacher is looked upon by kind-hearted people as an object of charity, 

and by others as an object to be bullied. Pay th~ teacher a fair salary, so that he could take up a--respectabl.e 
position, and enable him to carry on his school without fear, favour, or affection. By so doing a better class 
-of teachers would be got and retained in the service. · 

108. Yes. An improved class of text-books, and one uniform series to be used in all public schools ; a, 
-greater liberality in supplying appliances for aiding the teacher ; the introduction of the subjects or. 
· Physical Science and Human Physiology into the curriculum; the supply of ·cabinets for givi__ng Object 
Lessons, and many: other thi~gs too numerous to mention. · . _ . . . ,. 

109. It is my opinion that in places where fruit is grown the picking season should not-be include'd in the.' 
-average, as it lowers it to a considerable extent beyond what it would otherwise ·be if the children -at~ended , . 
. as they usually did. I also do not consider it right to place teachers on a low salary if the attendance of.th_e 
schools they are teaching falls below 20 and it is shown that the cause of such falling ·off is not the .fault of 
the teacher. Another particular which, I think, is capable of improvement, is.the quality of the books that, 
are kept in stock at the Education Office : many of them being quite obsolete, particularly the grammars and 
_geographies, and I do not think are much used by teachers who have an opportunity of getting others, but as , 
many·teachers liv_e in the country they "have to be content with those issued by the Board. I also consider 
that the roll should be called at 10·30 ins~ead of at 10, as is the rule. In country schools it is not unusual 
for children to come in after the roll is called, and, consequently, are not counted. If fixed, at 10·30 the, 
morning would be equally divided. If some l)rovision were made- for supplying prizes to the scho9ls it 
·would be a great advantage, as they give a great impetus to school work. If it were so arranged, that _the 
grant of money for prizes be dependent upon the examination passed by the school, a still further encourage-
_ment would be given. ' 

110., No. 
Ill. 
112. No. . . . 
113. In order to extend the: benefits of public education to all classe~, a compulsory law is absolutely' 

necessary. This- law to be effective must be made more stringent than it is at present, for if any flaw or' 
loop-hole <;an be discovered some people will take a delight in evading it. One more remark I .shall make, 
·and that is with regard t:J existing relations betw(len teachers and Local Boards. I think that a copy of all. 
,correspondence brought before· Local Boards having reference to any particular school should be transmitted 
to the master of such school. Under present arrangements it is no unusual thing to hear school·:matter~ 
discussed in public to thF injury of a teacher, while he is kept in ignor11nce of the subject under discussion • 
. Such a practice tends to weaken a teacher's ·moral influence and to damage his reputation. ' 

114. No. 
·115. , 
116. No. , 
ll 7. I think that agricultural schools should be established, that the rising youth of the rural districts 

may be instructed in the higher ,branches of agriculture. . 
118. I think that some consideration should be shown to teachers whose work has been favourably com

mented on by the Inspector, and who .have neglected no part of their duties;· that allowance _should be made 
for bad roads, scattered districts, and negligent Local Boards when the average falls, so that the teacher, alone 
be not made to bear the whole burden by a red~ction of salary to a mere pittance, such reduction being .pre
ceded by a notice of promotion, with salary at £50 per annum, not any of which, ~however, has beeµ ' 
received. At least, enqciries should be made or an appoinment to a better school given. . ·: 

119. I think the public schools should be closed. for a winter holiday. I believe the schools would benefit 
by a more regular atte::idance. Winter holidays are given at the higher schools, tp.e private schools. of all 
kmds, and even at the regged schools. Many children at the public schools have brothers or i;istets · at these 
schools, and, consequently, take holidays if none are given.· The advantage of the rest to the teacher cannot 
be denied. · · · · 

120. _ · · · 
121. I do not think I can name other particulars not touched by the foregoing questions, but I would 

·like to invite your attention to this fact, that irregularity of attendance is the principal cause of failure. The . 
teacher has no authority to deal with this evil. Children can come into the school any week in the year,, or 
.any day in the week, and in any hour of the day, to the utter subversion of all order and discipline and all 
systematic teaching. I.t due enquiry were made teachers in country schools would not be held responsible for 
more than one in ten beyond the Third Class. When conducting a large school at Sassafras a few years ago.'_ 
out of an aggregate attendance of 137, 86 had attended less than 50 days during the year. I have frequently. 
had a Fourth or Fifth Class in which I had become warmly interested completely broken up by one and then 

. .another being kept at home for some trifling need. 'I would like to say that my observation -liM satisfied :i;ne 
that members of Local School Boards (in the matter of irregularity) are just as great delinquents as others,, 
,.and therefore ill fitted tc deal with the subject. I take the liberty also to state that an increase of salary-would 
bring about great imp::-ovement, as half the teachers' thoughts are occupied with the weighty matte.r of 
providing daily bread. I also think tbat some provision in the shape of a retiring allowance should , be. made 

·for teachers. 
122. 
123. 
124. . 
125 and 126; No. 
127. 
'128. 



129. No. 
130. 
131. No. 
132. 
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Question 79. Do any large proportion of the Pupil Teacher<' go through their apprenticeship and 
remain in the service of the Board of Education'? 

Yes.-2. 5. 6. 18. 23. 27. 28. 32. 40. 41. 45. 46. 48. 49. 54. JS. 61. 71. 83. 86. 87. 91. 92. 93. 104. I 05. 120· 
125. 13U. 

No.-1. 11. 14. 22. 36. 44. 67. 78. 80. 83. 84. 95. 97. 102. 103. 104. 113. 114. 122. 128. 

Question 80. Would yon recommend the establishment of a Training School for Teachers? 

Yes.-1. 2. 3. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. l 0. 11. 1:3. 14. 16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 23. 26. 29. 30. 3 I. 32. 3:3. 35. 36. 38. 39. 
41. 42. 43. 46. 48. 49. 50. 51. 52. i'J5. 57. 58. 59. 60. 6:2. 64. 6-~- 66. 67. 68. 6\J. 71. 73. 75. 76. 77. 78. 79. 80. 81. 
82. H3. 84. 85. 86. 87. 88. 89. 90. 91. 92. 93. 95. 97. 98. 99. l 00. I O·!. lU4. l 05. I 06. 107. l 08. 109. 110. 11 I. 114. 
115. I IG. 118. 119. 1:10. Ell. 122. 123. 124. 125. 126. 127. 129. 130. 131. 132. 

Nq.--12. 27. 34. 40. 44. 4,5. 47. 56. 61. 72. 74. !J6. 101. 103. 112."' l 13. 

• Training Scholarships. 

Question 81. Have you any experience or knowledge of such a school which enables you to offer· 
suggestions as to the character of a training institution that would suit onr requirements? If so, state 
what your qualification is for offering an opinion, and what suggestions you have to offer. 

I. I have had no experience of the working of a Trainiug School, and do not consider myself qualified 
to offer suggestions as to the rn,LwLgement of such an institution. 

2. No. 
3. I have a knowledge of the manner in which the 'l'rniniug College;; in Euglancl arc worked. I should 

think that a Training Iustitute mig-ht be founded in this colony, somewhat upon the following lincs:-A 
residence for, say, 12 Htuclcnts. Pupil teachers on completion of servitude to serve, say, six months in such 
Institute, and be appointed to schools 011 passing a fimtl examination. All vacmH.:ies which may occur in 
the Institute, which cannot be filled by pupil teachers, to be thrown open to opeu competition; such 
students to serve a year in the Institute. Of the total number of students, eight to study du1-ing the day, and 
four to assist in the large public schools of Hobart. Certificates to be given 011 lciwing the Institute, and not 
afterwards. On leaving tlw Institute all students should be bound to teach in a public school in the Colony 
for at least four years, 01· pay the amount expended on them while i'n the Institutc,.say £70. 

,1. 
5. I have not. 
6. The Melbourne Training Institution was highly spoken of while I wus iu Vic:toria, as late us 1881. I 

was acquainted with two teachers who received all or part of their training at tlw Melbourne Iustitution, who 
were very efficient teachers. Three of my children who received tuition from them at the State School, 
Stratford, obtained their certificates at the ages of eight or teu. 

7. No. 
S. My expcrienec dates so many years buck that I do not like to venture an opinion of the many 

advantages that I foci sure would accrue to teachers by the c~tablishment of' a '!'raining School. 
9 and 10. No. 

11. I could not offer an opinion. 
1"' No. 
13. 
14. None, except from reading. 
15. From perso1ml observation of the difference between trnchers trainer! iu the Colouy, and those who 

lm.ve passed through Training Schools in Britain. 
16. 
17 to 10. No. 
20. A central 'l'raining School should be established, superintended by nn Inspeetor of Schools. 

Trainees should be required to pnss an entrance examination, and then reccin: an annual amount, say £40. 
They should teach at the Traiuing School, as well as studying, and then they ~houkl be drafted to different 
large schools to teach for' short periods. A certain fixecl number of years' trniuiug should ho required, and a 
ccrtaiu yearly progressive standard should he rcac:hcd till they became qualifi<!tl trained teachers. Preference 
should be given by the Bottnl to trained teachers, other things bei11g equal. Facilities should be given to 
teachers who are qualified now to get a certain number of years' practical training ouly, if desired. 
Candidates who, after it certain amount of training, show no progress or 111.ny appearance of ever making 
teachers, should be informed of such, and requested to withdrnw in order to mnkc room for. more promising 
camlic.lates. Those candidate~ only who are desirous of fully completing their tminiug should be received. 
Ca.ndidateR should be allowed only to fail in their theoretical yearly (gradual) exu.minations 11certnin number of 
time~, say three, anrl upon failure ut auy yearly examination, if possible, allowed an iutcrmcrliate examination. 
TrainrPs should, on pum of diRmiRsal or· fine, attend regularly at the In~titutiou. A yearly report of the 
Supcrintemlent of the Institution should be presented by the Boan! to the GovPrnor with the usual Education 
Hcport. 

21. No. 
22. The only school that I have had auy experience in was the Goull>urn-:-:trect Public School, where I 

was employed by the Board of Education as mistress for a period of ten yearH. During this time the sc.:hool 
wits eonducted by Mr. ,v. J. ·J. Reynolds, who is now head master of the Cent.ml School, Datlmrst-s~reet. I 
shonld think his school would meet your requirements in the way of a '!'raining School. 

23. 
24. I am not competent to offer an opinion which would be of value, not having· harl un opportunity of 

seeing the working of such a school. 
25. 
26. No. 
27. I have not. But I think a training master, to travel and spcl1d a certain time in each district, would 

be very beneficial; much less expen8ive than a Training School. 
28. 
29. I have not. 
:30. Not having had any experience, I am unable to offor uny suggestions. 
31. I have not any experience or knowledge of such a school which would enable me to offer 

suggestions on the subject. 
,32 to 34. No. 
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35. Can Ollly ,:iy I believe it would bf' for the goorl of education, a;; it is difficult at preseut to get traiued 
-teachers, and 1111le,;s tettehers harn-~orne t'ruining the\' arc of 'little 11,e. 

M.N~ . 
37. 
38. I have not. 
39. I have no experience of such a school, but know that no one can have charge of a large school in, 

England unless they have first been to a training sch:iol. 
40. I cannot say. 
41 and 42. No. 
43. Being a teacher myselt~ I have always taken an interest in the work wherever I have been. After 

leaving India, I visited schools in London, in Edinburgh, ancl in Victoria. Donald Matheson, Esq., of the 
,city-Lomlon-offered me the educational charge of the people at work on his iudigo estates in India, an offer 
which I would have accepted but for certain circumstances which need not be given here. At the 1iresent time 
a niece of mine i~ matrilmlating at that excellent training institution in Edinburgh known as Moray House. 
The standard up to which students are taught there would, of course, be too high for our requirements-one 
.of its old students is now Rector of the High School of Edinburgh---but to judge from the high repute in 
which teachers are held who pass through that school, the system therein employed must be a sound one. I 
think, therefore, that it ·would be a wise proceeding to write to the President for full information respecting it. 
For our 1ircsent educational wants I_ would diffidently suggest that a training school be established. That 
after passing the entrance examination thereto, students should proceed through a two-years' course of 
instruction, this period being divided into four equal terms. '!.'hat au examination should be held at the close 
of each term, and that those who passed the final examination should receive a certificate and be raised to a 
position that would prove a sufficient reward for their outlay and for their industry. A curriculum for such 
.a course would have to lie carefully drawn up. 
· 44. Have not.· 

45. No knowledge except from private reading. No suggestions to offer. 
46. Not any one in particular. 
47. I have not. 
48. 
49 and 50. No. 
51. I have had no ex1ierience. 
52. No. 
53. 
54. 
55. No. 
56. 
57. Cannot say. 
58. Not any. · 
59. 
60. 
61. I do not think a Training Institution is required. 
62. No. 
63. 
64. 
65. 
66. I am afraid I cannot make any useful suggcstiou8. Measures should be taken to see that the 

.officers of the institution took clue pains to have their instruction really asRimilated. I was told by a public 
teacher from an. arljoiuing Colony that their Training Institution was uot of much service to teachers on this 
account. . 

67. I have no experience of a training institution, but I have myself been placed at a disadvantage through 
not having Rome more special training than that procured in the pupil teaeher system. 

68. 
69 and 70. No. 
71. 
72. No. 
73 and 74. No experience. 
75. No. 
76. 
77 to 81. No. 
82. I have not. I do not think there is a school in the Colony suffidently qualified as a Training 

Institution to act as a substitute for a Training School for teachers that would Rnit our requirements. 
83. No. 
84. Negatively to both. 
85. 
86. No. 
87. There arc some teachers that do not serve an apprenticeship, and the rrsult is that they do. not know 

much about school management, and by the establishment of a Training School i.t would fornish their wants. 
88. No. 
89. 
90. No. 
91. 
92. I became a student in Carmarthen Training College for Teachers and remained there for two years, 

-during which time my course of study_ was extended, my previous studies confirmed, -and a profitable, 
pleasant, and salutary change was experienced between my apprentice~hip as a pupil teacher and the 
taking charge of my first school. 

93. 
94. 
95. Have none. 

· 96. Yes, no experience, but some knowledge. I have no qualifications for offering on opunon. Any 
suggestions I could offer would have to be thought over carefully before gi"ing them. I should also have to 
obtain more definite information from New Zealand. 

97. I have had experience of Training Schools, and I am satisfied that Tasmania does. not yet require one. 
Our pupil teachers, with more encouragement, would supply all our wants. Some of the teachers now in the 
service who were once pupil teachers in our schools would be considered eligible candidates for any vacancy 
-that might occur. 

98. I have not. 
99. 

100. I have no suggestions to offer. 
101. Very little, and I think it woultl add a con~i,krnhlc Pxpcnse to the rc•,·cm1c. 
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102. I have had such experience, as a smdcnt for upwanls of two years at Kneller Hall Training· 

College, under one of the greatest educationalists of the age, Dr. Temple, who, on leaving that institution, was 
Inspector of Training Schools, previously to his becoming Head Master of Rugby. Pupil teachers have 
very little time for self-improvement and study, and I think that it is desirable that tlwy should be enabled to 
devote at least two years to the study of subji,cts which they should be conversant with if they arc to be 
efficient teachers. To do this, an institution might be established at such a place as O'Brien's Bridge, near the 
Public School, admission to which should be gained by competitive examination for a small number ot 
scholarships tenable for one year, but not to the exclusion of others who coulrl pass an entrance examination 
in difficulty nearly equal to that for the scholarships, and who were willing to pay a certain sum per annum, 
to be fixed, but not amounting to the cost per head. Here they would receive lectures on all subjects 
relating to their profession, and on method and school organization. Proximity to a public school is essl'ntial, 
so that classes of children could be brought into a properly arranged lecture-room, where the students in turn 
would deliver lectures to the children before one of the masters and the whole body of the students, who would 
be required, after the class left the room, to review and criticise the lesson that hat! just been given. It is 
very clear that in this way faults of manner, style, and speech would he eradicated. At the end of one year 
the students should be examined on papers set by a Board of Examiners, before an Inspector of Schools, who 
would hear each one deliver a lesson and report on it. If they failed to pass this examination they should 
leave, as being unfit for the office. of a teacher, but if they passed they should be entitled to remain another· 
year free of all charges. A certificate would be issued signed by the Dimctor of Education showing iu what 
class each was placed, just as is done by the Board of 'l'rade to mariners. Students would be required to 
refund the amount of the actual cost of training per head if they left the profossiou before fl certain time 
elapsed. (ii.) If this suggested schemr be thought to be more elaborate than the requirements of the Colony 
dem9.nd, an alternative of a simple kind could be got by establishing a night ~chool nuder the superintendence 
of a master capable of giving lessons to the passed pupil teachers on acl1•a11ced s11hjects. Part of the day 
would be devoted to private study and part to lectures. Teaching would be practised i11 the night school, and 
it would be the duty of the master to point out the best methods of imparting instruction, anti to require the 
students in turn to deliver special lessons to one class in the presence of the students, a class being kept back 
for that purpose after the school was dismissed. Examination, &c. to follow. (iii.) Again, an organizing 
master might be appointed to go round all the schools of the Colony, staying at each one not less than a week. 
He would have to point out how the best results could be obtained under given existing circumstances. 
Besides organizing the school where required, he would give illustrative lessons, but all his co111munications of 
defects, &c. should be made known to the teacher privately. On the occasions of such visits he would 
render assistance to any teacher who might have met with difficulties in his studies. This scheme would very 
well fifin with our present requirements, and could be carried out at a comparatively small cost. Such an 
officer would, I believe, render very needful and useful service to the majority of country teachers. 

103. No. I have not had an opportunity of' visiting the various schools so as to form an opinion, but I 
believe in a large well-conducted public school a great deal may be learnt supposing the candidate to be 
young, intelligent, and willing. A great many persons take to school-keeping after they have failed at other 
pursuits, and in the. majority of cases fail in that also. All the masters of public schools in Hobart are 
trained teachers from England, myself being an exception, and I believe quite qualified to train candidates for 
employment under the Board of' Education provided they remain any length of time under their instruction. 

104. 
105. For my answer to this question I beg to refor the Royal Commission to the_ Report of the Select 

Committee re Training School, in 1876. 
106 and 107. No. 
108. Cannot suggest anything. 
109. 
110. I have not. 
111. Have no experience of such a school. 
112. I have no practical knowledge of the working of Training Institutions, and my irleas arc only the 

reflection of old studies in another sphere of action. 
113. 
114to116. No. 
117. 
118 to 123. No. 
124. Y cs; full answer given previously. 
125. No; I do not. 
126. 
127. 
128. 
129. No. 
130. No, but I think the establishment of such a school would be an a1lvai1tago to candidates in general. 
131. No. 
132. I must confess I answer this questio11 with great diffidence. I have no especial qualifications 

enabling me to speak with much weight Oil such an important su~jcct, and I would rather leave the matter to 
abler men; but such experience as I have gained of such institutions by a two yea1·H' residence in one of the 
best in England, I gladly give, but with all due deference. Qual[,fication.s.-At the c:losc of' my apprentice
ship as a pupil teacher I attended the Queen's Scholarship Examination at Cheltenham Training College, and 
obtained a First Class Scholarship, tenable for one year, at the end of which I rcuewed the Scholarship, 
tenable for the second year. I thus had the benefit of the two years' training as a Government schoolmaster, 
under Dr. Brom by, the late respected Bishop of Tasmania. At the close of the above period I obtained a 
Second Class Government Certificate, which has since been raised to the First Class. During the two years 
of my training I obtained a thorough knowledge of the working of the institution ill all its details, and also 
of the management of the Model School in connection with it. Suggestions.-! would very respectfully after 
the following :-I. Establishment-By a direct Government grant, supplemented by donations or annual 
subscriptions. II. Control-By the Hon. the Minister of Education, as Chairman, and a Committee formed of 
Life Governors, giving a certain sum, or othel"wise subscribing a certain amount annually. III. "' or king-By 
a Principal, assisted by a properly qualified staff of masters. IV. Character-Unsect.arian. V. Endowment 
Fund for Scholarships. The wealthy portion of our population would, I think, soon subscribe funds for this 
ob_j(•r;t VI. Appointing periodical examinatio1rn for Scholarships and Certificates, and al~o the establishment 
of ·u. Model School in close proximity to and in connection with the Institution. 

Qucistion 82. Would you prefer that it should be optional with teachers to impart religious instruction 
to the children, rather than that it should be compulsory as it is under the existing regulations? 

Optional.-1. 2. 7. l 0. I :2. 14. J.i. 16. 18. 19. 20. 2:1. 2:;. 29. 30. ~1 l. 32. 33. 35. 3G. 38. 40. 41. 43. 45. 48. 
51. 52. 5,5. i:i9. fin. G:J. 64. 6:i. Cii. liS. 69. 70. 7:!. 74. 7-i. 77. 78. 79. 81l. 81. 82. 83. 86. 87. 90. 92. 96. 99. 103. 105. 
l0G. lt 17. 108. ll0. I I~. 116. 117. 11~. l:20. 1:21. 12-L 126. 127. 120. Jill. 

<:mnpulwry.-3. 4. 5. (i. 8. 9. 11. 1:3. 17. :!l. 2·2. ,n 27. 28. 34. 3H. 42. 4-!. 46. 47. ,J9. 50. ii4. 5fl. -57. 58. 61. 
62. 71. 73. 76. 8-l. 85. 88.91. 93. 95. 97. 98. lOll. 101.102.104. IL9. 111.11:.!. 113. 115. 119.123.125. 1:!8. l:)0. 132. 
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ANSWERS to Question 18, P'![blic School Te~chers, (1;, 192). 

Question'.-18. "\Vill you state your rea,ions for or against such freedom being allowed? 

1. Because teachers so acting are likely to give offence to members of other denomiµations, and the school mJder 
the Board of Education may suffer in consequ~nce. When a master, who has acted as.local preaclier, is succeeded 
by one holding different religious opiuions, the appointment is likely to give diss~tr~faction to a section of the _corn-, 
munity, and in my own-experience.has caused a good deal of unpleasantness. 

2. 1 think te.achers should be allowed to engage in any good work, provided it did not interfere. witl{ schdol 
hours and duties. . . · ' 

3. I think the teacher, from the influence he has ·over the youths of a district, might become a most useful heip · 
to a minister; also, I fail to see why a teacher should be any more restrict!:)d in his religious ideas than· a:· man· of 
any other profession. · ' . . _ _ 

4. I should think, being constantly in the habit of giving advice and instruction, such persons '.1-re· better· fitted 
for these o'ffices than those who never had experience in teaching. · , - ", . ' · . · 

5. I think teachers should be allowed fo employ t"/.ieir leisure time as they think best, as long as it ·.does µot 
interfere with school duties. · · · 

6. Such instruction has often good effect;;. , - · - · · . · 
7. It causes immediate dissatisfaction, and tends to lower the attendance, and if a private school exists, many:are 

apt to be taken away and sent to it. I find the moment a teacher interferes with religious matters his.number is 
bound to fall sooner or later,-that is if other schools exist enabling many to avoid sending their children to a Public'. 
School. · _ . · ' 

8. Because employed for a specific purpose only and for a specific time. . 
9. I am not aware that others employed under the Government are prohibited, and I fail to see why a teach~r 

should be. . 
10. Because I don't consider a teacher can spare the time to study sermons, for while doingthathe,must.neglect 

his school work. · -
t1. His time would be occupied in preparing his sermons insteaq. of attending to his school dutie~. . . 
12., Because in many cases it is the only way in which the road to salvation cop.Id be shown, _not _only to the 

children but to the parents also. In English Town, for example, prior to my commg amongst them, many. were 
ignorant even of the name of-Jesus. . ' , 

13. By adopting such a course teachers might probably offend the parents of children. . . 
14. _ If they have the special qua,lifications they can do much good with the ai~ of their Day School expei·ience in 

the Sunday School, and be a civilizing influence as Lay Readers or Local Preachers. * * * '* * •*. 
I have never heard a'ny one parent of Public School ·scholars say that they had any objection to a teacher fillin"g 
these offices, and I think-all or nearly all would feel greater confidence in their teacher were he to act· in eithei' of 
these capacities. · '* * * * * '* If the teacher have enough discretion to carry on the ordinary 
duties of his office, surely he has sufficient to judge whether he ought or ought not to do it! If the dis'ability be 
removed it would be necessary to guard agai_nst the appointment of teachers whose chief qualification would be their. 
subse1:viency to the interests of any particular denomination to the exclusion of_ general ability and fitness fo~. the 
office of day-school teacher. . _ · · . . 

15. Teachers ought to enjoy as much freedom as other people in matters of religion, but my experience leads 
me to think the Regulation of the Board prohi]?iting teachers from acting as Lay Preachers•is really a protectiqn to· 
them. It enables them to resist influences brought to bear on them in country places for the purpos.e of getting 
them to superintend Sunday Schools, and thus lose a portion of their time which would be as well spent iu recrui'tii1g 
their energies for the work of the ensuing wee_k. People engaged in other occupations find pleasure in teaching. on' 
Sundays because it is a change for them,-it is none to the professional teacher. -

16. Because in many cases a teacl).er cannot spare the time to study sermons, and if he does he must neglect his :_ 
schopl books and other work belonging to his school. If'a First Class Teacher he may, or even a Secon<l, but not below· 
that standard. As far as being a Sunday School Teacher, that-would make but little difference either way .. A_s for 
myself I have quite sufficient through the week, and therefore pref'ei: to rest on Sunday to be ready for Monday. 

17. It might cause pr~judice amongst parents. · . · · 
18. As it :would take.their attention off school work, and perhaps some.parents from sending their' children'to 

school. ' 
19. A master's time ought to be his own after school; he is better able, from his training, to preach than niost 

Local Preachers. It is a pleasant break. It does good. ·. · 
20. Because you don't come in contact with your scholars who differ in their persuasions from you. 
21. Because i_t would be sure to cause dissatisfaction to some, and thus affect the usefulness of t_he 'teacher, and I 

think the present regulations are of a sufficiently liberal character. · . : . _ 
- 22. My reason is that I believe a teacher could gain much greater influence with parents, as the rµore a teacher-. 

does for the benefit of the children committed to his or her care, so much the more is that teacher apfi!eciated ·by· 
the, parents, and in most cases in the couritry the Day School teacher is the only available one for the Sunday School, 
and because that teacher's profession excludes him or her from the work the children are ler't uncared for, and the 
teacher denied the power of doing work for God. As to Lay Preachers I cannot give an opinion. ; . · 

2.3. !fa teacher displays mo!e than 9rdinary interest in religious matters in public, parents of other denomi- · 
nations would in some iustan.ces prefer to send their children to some teacher that •either held their own• views·, oi.- , 
did not meddle at all with the subject. . If teachers were allowed to conduct Sunday Schools or to preach, there are . 
many isolated districts where the people would expect them to devote·their Sundays to this purpose. Now :they 
can give no 9ffence by refusing. · · . , - . · · 

24. My reason is that I think Lay Preaching by a teacher may cause dissatisfaction among parents again~t the 
teacher; they may ):!old "different views from those which he might promulgate, and thus lessen -the attendance at his, 
school by keeping their children _away. . · · , · . · _, • · 

25. (a)· Parents are likely to look with suspicion on a teacher who, on the Sunday, inveighs against ·the so-'' 
.called "idolatry" or" heresy," as .the case may be, of those .whom they are teaching during the week. (b) _It"· 
te.achers work up to their full teaching power during the week, they want rest on the Sunday. 

26. Preachers may give offe,nce to, pal'.ents. 
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27. A nmll ought to be free when he has done his work, :wd his employer has ·morally no more right to his 

body nm! soul out of working hours than any one else has. A teacher can often be of service as an occasional Lay 
Header. As a Lay Preacher it is possible he mio-ht tread on somebody's toes, but it is hardly probable that he 
woulrl do ~o. The present rule of the Board really gives great protection to teachers; if it were not for it, they 
would get no Sunday, and be worked and worried to death. 1\1.any times I have been thankful for the rnle. 'l'he 
Rule or Bye-law of the Board is only harsh as interfering with a man's private liberty. I do not think very nurny 
of the teachers desire to become Lay Preachers or Sunday School teachers; but many times I have been glad to fall 
back mi that rnle or I might have found myself permanently employed on Sunday. Had there been no such rule I 
should heve had to fall out wit.Ii some who would have had it in their power to have made me foci their ability to 
either assist or annoy me in little ways connected with the Day School. Once or twice I have trD.nsgressed the 
Board's Huie, Lut it has been under very urgent circumstmices, such as a minister being taken ill in church and 
unable to get on in consequence, when I have relieved him by reading the lessons, &c. for him. By so doing I l111rdly 
considered that I was infringing the rule. 

28. 
29. In isolated places where no duly qualified minister attends, a public teacher should be allowecl to conduct 

religious ~ervices. 
30. Religion being a sort of birthright, I think every one should have perfect liberty to act as he pleases. 
31. (1) It is Letter, in my opinion, that a Public School teacher should confine himself to the performance of the 

duties of his office in this case as in all others. (2) ·where a master is appointed to succeed one who has acted as 
Lay Preacher it is probable that he will be expected to do as his predecessor has done. It happened so once in my 
own experience. I W'1S urged to conduct the Sunday service once a month. I acceded reluctantly. The 
prohibitory rule of the Board enabled me to discontinue the practice without creating any feeling of displeasure 
among the people composing the congregation. 

32. It would interfere with the undenominational character of State Schools. 
· ;33_ l thiuk that as the present system of disallowing teachers from taking part in religious instruction out of 

school homs has worked almost withou~ a hitch for very many years, it is the best. In fact, I question very much 
if the nmjority of teachc1·s care to have such freedom. 

34. 'l'he rule restricting teachers from acting as Sunday School teachers and as preachers works well for the 
benefit of public instruction, and also for the benefit of the teacher. 

35. Consider that teachers in outlying districts can thus be of use to the community in which they live, and it is 
to theii· own detriment if they make themselves obnoxious to the parents of their scholars. I believe the teachers 
should Le at liberty to make what use he likes of his leisure hours. 

36. It causes a great amount of ill feeling against the teacher from parents of other denominations thau the 
teacher. 

37. 
38. It might injure the school. 
39. I think if teachers attend to school duties it is as much as tl1ey can safely accomplish. 
40. He should have the same liberty that his follow citizens ei1joy. His employment shows that he desires ,i 

hio-her tone in his own life as wc11 as those around him. 
" -H. I think the same liberty to make use of his private hours should be accorded to a teacher that is given to 

those following other vocations. 
,12. I fail to see how such freedom can interfere with school duties. 
43. Because the seventh clay is peculiarly his own. Because giving instruction from the Bible on the SabLath 

will not ueccss>1rily detract from his efficiency as a teacher on otlwr days, and may render him a more conscientious 
servant of the State. 

44. I believe great benefit would be derived where there is no resident minister. 
45. One r,·,:son for freedom being given to Sunday School work is that teaching is the teacher's work, and the 

teacher could ol"ten be useiirl in a locality. 
46. Bccau~e in many localities teachers are about the only persons capable of controlling a Sund11y School or 

assisting a dergyman. 
47. (ht) As regards Sunday School teaching I do not see what possible liarm could result from their so doing, 

as I do not think anyone's pr"judices would be affected thereby; and 2nd. As regards Lay Preaching mv 
experience in rlifferent parts of Tasmania has convinced me that the clergy of the different denominations ar~ not 
sufficiently numerous to overtake the wants of the outlying country districts. The only way to overtake such want 
is to employ Jay ,igcncy, and it seems to me to be placing ,i very unnecessary restriction on the Public School 
teacher's usefulness to debar him from taking his share in such work. But as I also believe the teacher should 
possess the utmost confidence of all classes of the parents of children likely to attend his school, I think it is desirable 
that he should not act as Lay Reader or Preacher within three or four miles of his school. This distance would, in 
most cases, place him outside the limits of his own school district, and there, I think, his liberty of action on t.he 
Sunday should be unfettered. 

48. For having different religions in your school the parents of the opposite religion to yourself m:1y think you 
would be prC'judiccrl, or they may be prejudiced against you. 

49. As a preacher he must connect and identify himself with some sect., which might cause an animus in the 
minds of p:ircnts, and cause them to keep their children a"·ay from school. 

50. A teacher cannot "educate" except he give a certain arnonnt of perceptive instruction, which, if giycn during 
the ordiuary week days, would matc>rially interfore with the requisite instruction as per programme. 

51. Should teachers only impart religious instruction to those of their own dcnornination, I do not think any 
harm would arise, and frequently there is no one else able to instruct the inhabitants of a district in this manner; 
they ha Ye also more control over the children tlmn those who teach only on the Lord's day, am! therefore necessarily 
have them under better subjection. 

52. The average man could not refrain from introducing religious views into his teaching, which should he 
strictly secular. Eyen if this were not the case, some parents would be at least not satisfied, and there should he 
nothing to even suo-gest doubt of the impartiality of the teacher. 

53. Because a Public School teacher ought to be possessed of sufficient intelligence and discretion to avoid 
fanaticism and questions where a warm party feeling of opposition exists. Also in sparse districts he is often the only 
coadjutor obtainable by ministers of religion. 

54. (1) The British Constitution contains nothing that I am aw11rc of that justifies any infringment of tlie 
rcli.,ious liberties of British subjects. (2) Protestants i11 a Protestant country justly and reasonably claim perfect 
frec~lum of action in all matters pertaining to religion. (3) 'l'he educa,tion of the Public School teacher gcncrnlly is 
such as to qualify him to efficiently officiate as a layman in connection with the church to which he may belong, and 
o-rautino- that it 1loes not interfere with his duties as teacher, there can be no just cause for the prohibition. 
" 55."By allowing such freedom much useful work might be accomplished in the way of religious instrnction on 
Sundays, especially in places remote from townships and churches. 

56. If ,i teacher discharges his duties faithfully between 9 A.ir. and 3 P.M., the Board control over that teacher 
should cease as ~oon as his day's work is over, and he should be as free ·to follow his own inclinations as other 
members of society are. 
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57. I think when a teacher has Tully pe.rforrned- his school duties he should be at libe1·ty to spend his .spare time 
,.oas he pleases-of course not in an'immoral way, If'a teacher has a desire to preach or teach in a: ·Sund.ay School, I 
,,thi.µk it a pity his usefulness should be restricted. At. the same time I would not use the privilege myself if ,the 
_liberty were granted. As a, matter of expediency, I think it is better left alone. .· , · 
. . 58. 'My experience leads me to the conclusion that if teachers have acted conscientiously by their pupils duririg 
prececling week, they will require the rest the Sahbath affords. ·· · 

59. I think it would not be just to preclude all teachers from doing so because inj 11ry might be done to schools 
in one or t\vo imtarices; but if any injury to a school-should b~ caused by a teacher giving religious instruction out 
-of school hours, then I think the local hoard should have the power of using preventive measures. · . 

60. By reason of all the good that might be done in propagating -religion, also giving religious in~truction to' 
,.children whose parents cannot give it, or who are far away from a minister of religion; also, it would be, time well 
and profit,ibly spent. .1 · · · -·. · 

61. No teacher is debaned f'rom stroU.i.ng in the woods or riding in trains on the Sabbath. . There is no 
immorality in either teaching or preaching, therefore why should these be selected'/ A teacher willing to do so will 
also be conscientious in the discharge of his dr.rt,ies in school. But I think a teacher should not bind himse.lf to do 

,either, as he has enough of teaching during the week. 
62. Cannot see tha.t it interferes with our school duties. 
63. Because a teacher should be allowed the liberty, after his work is clone, to do a good work. 
64. By seeing their teacher attending such places of worship "·ill of'ten induce both parents and children. to' 

attend .. 
65. 
66. All clanger of proselytizing is prevented by expunging the vexatious question of' religious teaching from 

.the programme. I think, however, that a faithful teacher usually has his energies taxed quite sufficiently by his 
scholastic work without travelling outside his profession for more. At present I am thankful for the restriction. 

67. I think a teacher should treat his scholars and their parents impartially in· all matters ;--a bearing he cannot ·
maintain if he zealously and publicly instructs in the various peculiarities of his denomination. 

68. I think I owe particular duties to God on the _Sabbath clay, and assuming that I have faculties for te:;whing, 
I think I ought to be employed in His work. · 

69. "Vhere such freedom -is not allowed- I think it an unnecessary and unjust interference with the master's 
rights and privileges as a man and a Christian, unless in certain circumstances where it could be shown that the 

.. exercise of' snch freedom marrecl the prosperity of' the school. . , · -· 
70. A preacher is necessarily .a partisan, ancl as such is likely to lay himself' open to suspicion on the part of 

-those who do not belong to his particular qencmination. 
· 71. For the benefit of the children. · . 

72. After school duties I think a teacher should be at liberty to spend his time as he may think best. - · 
73. The work is well calculated beneficially to influence the moral tone of the rising genera.tion, and, by fosterin.,. 

habits of attention and thought, to faciiitate the operations of the week-day school. The Sunday being sufJ:icient fo~ 
-the needful preparation, there is no reason why the conductor of' the Public School sho~lld allow his duties to be 
:interfered with. This, however, is hardly the case with respect to 1ireachiug, for where concientiously carried out'. 
the time devoted to preparation must be consiclerable. . · 

74. (a) Because the teachers of Public Schools are entitled to the same freedom as the 1mblic serva11ts in · other 
-departments. (b) Because no harm has arisen or is likely to arise from the teachers enjoying such freedom. 
( c) Because if any teacher should be indiscreet iri the use of such liberty, his case could be easily dealt with on its 
merits. ( d) Because very few parents object. . · , ' 

75. I- consider that when a teacher has fulfilled the work to which he is appointed, his spare time should· be free 
for him to dispose of as he thinks fit,-of com·se with the limit mentioned above. I have nevl)r known of any evil 

·,arising where the freedom has been granted. , · · 
76. I always had perfect liberty in that respect both in Englancl ancl Scotlan'.l. 
77. As likely to cause dissatisfaction amongst the 1iarents. 
78. I think this .would lead to neglect of school work. The teacher has no time for any subject· but his schoor, 

his scholars, and their instruction. 
m . . 
80. (1) If the teacher is free to do so, and acts upon that freedom, I think that in small country places a 

-few, members of' denominations other than the -teacher's becoming dissatisfied on account of the teacher's preaching 
for others, might, by withdrawing their children from the school, cause it to be closed altogether. (2) · If a teacher 

_·is also a preacher it ,!lives a denominational clliLracter to his school in an indirect way. ·· -
81. A teacber taking a prominent part in a religion to which parents are opposed, may give them the idea that · 

the teachei· will'tamper with or .prejudice the e:hild against the religion of the parents. · 
82. For this reason, that they would be mJre likely to have a. greater religious and moral influence over the minds 

--of' the children attending Sunday Schools than persons unaccustomed to teaching would; and would also be reasonably 
-expected to be better able to explain the rneaning and natm·e of Sunday School instruction,-such as lessons in 
Church History, Scripture History, .and the Old and New 'L'estaments, &c.,-than the persons above 1'eferred to. · 

83. While I feel that it is not desirable foI" a Pub.lie School teacher to prorninently identify himself' as an ·active 
member of any religious body, iet I think be should be allowed as foll liberty in this respect as are other civil , 
,servants .. A man's common sense should prevent him being a source ofirritation to those who hoJd different reli!!ious 
opinions to his own. Were Rule 4 to be eliminated, the suspicion that many parents have towards teachers wh~ act· 

.·as Sunclay School teachers or local preachers woulcl be removed. · • 
84. No sensible teacher will do anything :ir say anything likely to injure his school, and therefore himself. ·and 

liberty should be allowed to all. , • ' 
85. If teachers do their work to the satisfaction of the Board during the week, Sunday should be left at their 

-own disposal. 
86. It causes such teachers to be disliked by the other denominations who attend his school. 
87. On ·account of the difference in the. religion of the children. 
88. In many isolated districts where a minister seldoi:n visits, I would deferentially submit · that, ·as a rule the 

-teacher is the best fitted to regularly impart religious instruction to the inhabitants, and his being prohibited 'from 
,doing so'is, I think, not only a cause of regret to himself but a loss to such places and to any others where his 
-_inclination may prompt him to make himself useful either in the Sunday School or as a lay preacher. 

89. 
90. I think it would interfere with· day school. 
91. Every teacher should have perfect liberty out of school hours, unless by objectionable interference or 

intolerance he becomes unpopular, when the School Boarcl shoulli be called upon to decide. 
92. They might strengthen religious tone. 
93. I see no reason why a teacher should be deprived of the privilege of imparting religious instruction which' 

-every other Christian man or woman enjoys. · · . 



94. (1st) Because teachers should be free agents when their work is uccomplishctl. (2nd) The present system· 
preclmles them from giving religious or Christian consolation, even in cuscs where they, and they alone, arc perlw.p~
able to minister it. (ard) 'rhe example of those teachers who impart religious instruction out of school hours is 
beneficial to district, and is equally respected by the ehilclren. 

95. Because it is a boon to the comufonity where services arc hclcl only about once a month. 
96. Becau,e a Public School teacher should not, in my opinion, ~how auy religious bias; his aim should be to do 

his best for the whole community, and not for any particular sect. There are many conscientious yet lltLITow rnincled 
11eople who would rather keep their chilclren at home, and let them grow np in ignora.nce, than send them to a school 
where there was even a possibility of their religious teaehing being i11tcrfered with, lJy a red-hot l\fothodist for· 
instance. If a Public School teacher takes u leucling purt in any Sunday School or as lay preacher, he b bouud to 
"hake the confidence of some of other clenominations. 

97. Freedom given to a Public School teacher to act us Suncluy School teacher or lay preacher means freedom 
t.:i identify him~elf exclusively with one religioug denomination, to become an active sectarian and proselytizer, and 
so to lessen his influence with, and often give offence to, 1mrr.11ts belonging to other clcnominations than his own. 
This is certain to act injuriously upon the attendance. It means, therefore, freedom to put a limit to the work which 
the State pays him to do. It forther mettns freedom to incapacitate himself from doi11g thoroughly the work he is 
;i;aid to perform. A weck'H teaching, honestly done, unfits even the most vigorous from prnachiug crcclitably on the· 
l::iunday following; and a duy'8 preaching unlita even those accustomed to it from cluing much on the duy fol1owi11g. 
Sunday work, it is "·ell known, incapacitates most clergymen fo1· much exertion during the rest of the week. 

98. As this course would be injurious to the cause of Education by causing the teacher to clash with the parents 
of clifforcnt denominations, which would nmkc his position one of extreme clifficulty, because amongst uncrlucatcd 
11eople who talk before their children, the dissensions of the parents spread to the children and cause insubordination 
in the school. Such a movement would be <lestrnctive to the cause of Education. 

99. 'l'he same o~jection would hold against a lay preacher as against a minister of religion. Holdi11g a prominent 
· 1>osition as tcuc:her of religion there would be the danger of his thrusting his own particular tenets on the notice of· 
]1is pupils or-which would have the same effect-of the p11rrmt suspecting he might. Again, where any particular· 
denomination was very strong, there would be the danger that they would use all their influence to obtai11 a teacher 
of their own sect. 

100. Teachers should be allowed to clo good and be usefol if so inclined. 
101. A teacher should be allowed to use his spare time to the best advantage. 
102. His teaching must always be ofa more or less professional stamp, which reduces his Sunday work to the 

<:lmracter of that of every day. He may teach from a sense of duty, but his doctrinal ancl preceptive i11struction is not 
smTom1decl with that charm of" sacrifice of time" or of" self abnegation" which arc the chief features of a true 
Sm1day School teacher. The present rule of the Bou.nl is u protection to the teacher against duties that should be 
1>erformed by others being made to dcvoh-c upon him. To teach clogma is clearly foreign to his fnnctious, aud he 
Jms ample opportunity to instil moral principles and enforce goocl conduct duri11g the week. There is alwny~ enough 
of religious enthusiasm among young people in any clistrict to supply the Sundny School clcmanr.ls. It is time for 
the Public School teacher to become a Sunday teacher when his services are absolutely indispensable. The narrower 
question of giving offence to, and of proclucing uneasiness of mind in, the parents of children attending their schools, 
is almost a sufficient reason for the Board of Eclucation exercising a prohibitive authority over rash and indiscreet 
yotaries of any particular creecl. 

103. I think a Public School teacher should be neutral, and should not influence the children either one way or 
t1ie other in selecting any form of religion. 

104. I see no reasou for such freeclom being rcstrainecl. 
105. Because the regulation at present in force, while it does not debar a Public School teacher from engaging 

in c:·angelistic work if-Jie_ ':i~l~es to do so, is 11: valuable protecti?I_l to him_ u~ainst any who might clcsirr.i to delegate· 
to !nm work and respons1b1ht1es properly then· own ; because, if a Publw :School teacher openly taught dogma on 
Sundays, those who differed from him iu opinion would be likely to suspect tlmt his week-clay teaching was not free 
from sectarian bias; and because if Local School Boards should receive the po,ver of 11etoin,r; appointments (Q !JG b), 
the Church to which a teacher belongecl would, in not a few cases, become an important consideration, strife would 
be engenderecl, and a teacher would enter upon his duties with the feelings and wishes of a section of the Local 
School Bourtl and of the community aguinst him. 

106. (1) I regard such freedom as tt right to which the teacher is entitled in common with others. (2) I believe 
t1w great majority of teachers arc too judicious to Lring themselves into collision with the inhabitants of their respective 
llcighbourhoods on religions points. (3) Tlw f'cl11rmtion, nr:qnirernent:,, and habits of a teacher give him a peculiar 
:fitness to assist in promoting the cause of Christia11ity uy the special means now under consideration. 

107. It would give an air of dcnominntionalism, which should not be allowed in a State teacher. 
108. :My reason for such u statement is the belief that rnuny uneducated and narrow-mi:1eled parents would be· 

likely to take offo11ce, ancl the usefolness of the school would be impairecl. Another reason is, I bclicw), that if a 
teacher does his work thoroughly, he will be glad to rest his mental powers on the Sabbath. 

109. Il:fy reasons are that it is not right that anyone should be prohibited from domg what he considers ri(J'ht on 
Sundays, and as everybocly else can do what they please, it is only fair that Public School teachers shoulcl ha~c the· 
:,ame freedom. It seems as if it were a step backwarcls to the ol<l clays. I clo not think that the parents of children 
of other denominations would object unless the privilege was abused. 

llO. I believe every teacher should be allowml to spend his time out of schools hours as iie thinks best, whether· 
:i~ a Sunclay School teacher or us a lay preacher. It would have a great moral effoct upon his neighhourhood and 
the 11ower, judiciously employecl, lead to good resui_ts. ' 

lll. 
ll2. Teachers as a rule would not care 11bout engaging in professional "'ork on Sunday,-thcy have 

<1mough of it cluring the week; hut here and there, in scattered districts and amongst uncultivated classes, the 
teacher may be the only person qualified to conduct the Sunday-School, and it would, I think, be a pity to interfere· 
-with him. But the employment of a teacher as lay preacher is open to many objcctimrn. It would inevitably aro·use · 
the :mspiC;ion and mistrust of H.omm1 Catholic parents, and should the teacher have u special gift that way, he would 
lbe likely to regarcl his present position as !L stepping-stone to something higher, aml perhaps neg1ect school 
1preparation aud school interests in favour of theological studies. I think I could udcluce facts to support my 
1io:;ition, but I should not care to put them on papei·. 

ll3. A tc,nchcr's time, out of school hours, ought to be his own,-especially on the Sabbath, when the meanest 
-domestic serrnnt is allowed to go where he pleases. With regu.rcl to a teacher prC'aching in public, the same o~jcction 
:m:.tY Le rni8e<l as there would bn if he took an active part in 11olitics or comltictPci political meetings, viz., that he· 
--irni1ld be brought unnece~rnrily into collision with rival sects and parties, and his usefulness impaired; but if u 
tc:iclrnr sh:mlcl feel incliner! to clevote a few hours every Sahbath to the quiet ancl unobtrnsive work of a Sunday 
School, merely for the love of it, I think he ought to be commended and encomu(J'cd. 

J 14. I lrnve stated the conditions in relation to which I thought this frretlom ought to be accorded, in my 
:rc1ilr to question 171 us well as, in my opinion, it "·ould be injudicious on the part of the teacher to exercise it. 

115. 
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116. It could not interfere ;with their every di.y duties. • · . 

. •117. The teachers should be allowed' to act freely .in such matters. 
· ' ·,118. As teachers are not required to give secula,r instruct_ion on Sundays, they should be permitted to ip.struet' 

cJrildren of their own den6mination;'~religiously ift_hey desire to. · Soi:ne missiohs are extensive, and tµe 'few who 
could assist are prohibited.. Preaching is usually regar!fed as thf) right of educated- and intelligent ministers .. 

, · 119. The rule has one ·advantage,-it protects the teacher from being called'upon to perform: various. duties, on 
Sunday. In many instances he would not like to refuse, although sucli duties were against his inclination. !_,also 
think it is unwise· of.the teacher to take any prominent part in denominational work, and _therefore I do· not .look 
upon the rule as a hardship. ,, · · . . - ' ·, " · · · · 

120. I think )Vhen teachers are out of school they should ·have perfect freedom. . . 
121.. In a 1,unday School it is not likely that the teacher,will be brought into collision with opposing religious. 

interests, whereas· it is a difficulty for the public preacher fo avoid grazing the religious sensibilities of soine .. This 
remark applies more particularly to country places, and would lose their force as applied to large towni! where the 
separation of denomimitions is complete .. I am of opinion that under certain favourable.circumstimces'great.latitude 
might be allowed. · · · · 

122. . 
123. Because it cannot interfere with sc_hool duties .. 
124. 
125. Because it need not interfere with _our daily duties. 
126._· For fear of:causing religious contention.· . . , 
12~. Many young .teachers, of both sexes, would be imparting ii;istruction to others and benefiting themselves; 

as a means also of not misspendirig the day of rest. · , . · . . · · 
128.-The Public School teacher should not be debarred the privileges allowed every other citizen. In· the .. · 

· Sabbath School, if he .be willing to assist, his help would go a long way in -raisin·g the standard of instruction .and • 
improving the system. · · · . · . · . •· ,· · , ' 

129. By acting in the manner stated a teacher would be acting prejudicially to the· interests of his sehqol. . 
130. In small villages very few persons excepting teachers seem to take any interest in Sunday·Schools, · > 
131, Because it interferes with their liberty of doing good. • • · , · , 

· 132. I think the teacher of a Public School should be especially careful not to give offence to the· parents of his-· 
. pupils in religious matters, and as some teachers may hold extreme views on these points, much umb'rage might be . 
given, and a school'materially injured, by any such teacp.er acting as ·Sunday School teacher or. lay preacher.: ,l · 
therefore think the present restrictions reqµisite. · · 
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