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NEW SOUTH W.ALES. 

CABLE CONFERENCE. 

/ 

REPORT of the PROCEEDINGS of the Conference on Duplication of the Cable 
between .Australasia and Europe, held in Sydney in January, 1877. 

- -
THE Conference on the subject of Duplication of the Telegraph Cable between Australasia and Europe 
assembled in Sydney, and held their first meeting on the 25th January, 1877. 

The whole of the Australasian Colonies_ were.represented, as follows, viz.:-

New Soutlt Wales : 

New Zealand: 

Queensland: 

Soutlt .Australia : 

Tasmania: 

Victoria: 

TH~ HoNORABLli: JOHN ROBERTSON, Colonial Secretary. 

THE HoNORABLE ALEXANDER STUART,. Colonial Treasurer. 

THE HoNORAilLE J. ]!,. BURNS, Postmaster General. 

THE HoNORAilLE G. McLEAN, Postmaste~ General and Commissioner 
of Teiegraphs, and Commissioner of Customs. 

THE HoNORAilLE SAMUEL WALKER GRIFFITH, Q.C., Attorney General, 
and Secretary for Public Instruction., 

THE HoNORABLE CHARLES STUART MEIN, Postmaster General. 

THE HoNoR.-\IlLE 13m HENRY AYERS, K.C:M.G., Chief Secretary. 

THE HoNOR.A.IlLE EnENEZER WARD, Ministei' of Agriculture and 
Education. . 

THE Ho~oR.A.BLE JAMES WHYTE, Member of the Executive C01mcil: 

THE HoNOR.A.BLE R. S. ANDERSON, Commissioner of Customs. 

THE HoNORAilLE R. RAMSAY, Minister of Public Instruction and 
· Postmaster General. 

Western Australia: T:s:E HoNORAilLE MALCOLM FR.A.SER, Smveyor General, and l\fomber 
of the Executive Council. · 

At the first meeting of the Conference, The Honorable JORN ROBERTSON was unanimously elected 
Chairm::m, and Mr. ALEX: C. BUDGE, Clerk of the Executiv!3 Council, was appointed Secretary. ' 

The Conference unanimously agreed to the following Resolution:-

That th~ Representatives of each Colony shall undertake to recommend to the Governments 
and Parliaments of the Colonies which they represent the adoption of- measm·es to carry 
out the Resolutions of the Conference to which they may have given tl1eir.assent. 

The 
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The Conference then proceeded to discuss the whole question of duplication of the Cable and the, 
various routes proposed ; when, after mature deliberation, the following Resolutions were adopted :-

1. That it is.desirable to extend and i~pr~ve the_mea.ns of Telegraphic Communi~ation between 
Ausi;raha and Europe, by the duplication, where neceslil:,iry, of the Cables or Lmes connecting 
the same. . • 

2. That any subsidy on Ocean Cables to connect Australia with Europe shall be ·borne by the 
several Australian Colonies assenting thereto, in proportion to population. 

3. That the loss (if any) on competing Colonial Lines, to connect the Cables with the mam 
telegraphic system of each Colony, should in like manner be borne by all the Colonies 
concerned. · 

NoTE.-Tasmania voted against this resolution,-New Zealand, Victoria, and Western 
Australia did not vote. 

4. That inasmuch as it has been decided that it is -d~sirable to e~tend and im-prove the means of 
telegraphic communication between Australia and Europe, by the duplication, where neces
sary, of the Cables or lines connecting the same, and that the subsidy on Ocean Cables to 
connect Australia with Europe be borne by the several Colonies assenting thereto in pro-
portion to population : · 

(1.) The several Governments of South Australia, Queensland, and Western Australia 
be invited to open negotiations for the· construction of Cables connecting their 
several Col_onies with Singapore or Ceylon; and the Government of New Zeala11d 
for the construction of a Cable from that Colony to the United States of America. 

(2.) That in such negotiations the Government of New Zealand enter into commimil:a
tion with the Govemment of the United States, for the purpose of llrocuring their 
consent to contribute to the payment of any subsidy that may be payable in respect 
of the same;. and further, that in all the negotiations of the several Governments 
the necessity of procuring a reduction of the present tariff rates be especially kept 
in viev, the maximum rate being six shillings per word. 

(3 ) That in the meantime the South Australian Government be requested, on behalf 
of the several Colonies, to 111rge UJ?0n the Eastern Extension Telegraph Company 
the necessity of keeping a .repairing steamer between Banjoewangi and Port 
Darwin, to_ repair any accident to that portion of Cable. 

5.· That having in view the serious annoyance and loss occasioned by the mutilation of messages 
in transmission through Java, the President of this Conference be requested, on behalf of 
the Australasian Colonies represented, to communicate with the Secretary of State, for the 
purpose of obtaining permission from the Government of N etherlands-lndia to employ 
English operators on the land lines in Java. 

6. That the Governments of ~outh Aust~alia and New South Wales be. empowered to make 
arrangements with the Eastern Extension Telegraph Company for a reduction of message 
tariff to ·six shillings per word, at a subsidy not exceeding £20,000 per annum, terminable 
at one year's notice ; and that such subsidy be borne by the respective Colonies in proportion 
to population-any Colony to be at liberty to withdraw on like notice. 

The Colonies of New Zealand, Tasmania, and Western Australia refrained from 
voting on this resolution. 

7. That the several Colonies agree to allow the.necessary official telegrams of H.M. Ships to 
pass over their respective lines free of charge. 

8. That the Governments of Queensland and South Australia be requested to circulate among 
the respective Governments the draft Bills referred to in the Resolutions of the Intercolonial 
Conference held in Sydney, passed on the 10th February, 1873, for removing the defects in 
the law relating to the extradition of criminala, and the absconding of debtors, with a 
view to the same being submitted to the respective ~egislatures as early as practicable. 

(The following are the resolutions referred to:-
" That the present state of the law in regard to the Extradition of -Criminals escaping from 

one Colony into another is defective. That_ the Government of Queensland be requested 
· to prepare a Bill on the subject, which the Representatives of the several Colonies 

undertake-provided it-is approved by their respective Law Officers-to endeavour to 
pass into law." 

" That the present state of the law in regard to remedies to be had against absconding 
Debtors is defective." 

" That the .Government of South Australia be requested to prepare a Bill to remedy the 
defects, and, subj~ct to the approval o~ their resp~ctive La~ Qfficer~, t~e M~mbers of 
this Conference will endeavour to procure the passmg of a simila_r Bill m then· respec
tive Legislatures.") . . 

9. That, in the opinion of the Conference, it is desb.'able that a uniform telegraphic code should 
be ad.opted by the several Australasian Colonies. · 

A 

I 
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A motion proposed by the Representatives of Queensland, " That any duplicate system should be 
by a distinct route throughout from that now in use," was negatived. The Colonies of New Zealand, 
Tasmania, and Western Australia refrained from voting. 

A motion proposed by the Representatives of South Australia, "That this Conference app~oves of 
the construction of a duplicate line from Singapore to Banjoewangi," was also negatived,-those in 
favour. of the motion being New South Wales, South Australia, and Victoria .. 

A motion was also proposed by the Representative of Western Australia, "That any duplicate of 
the present Cables start from the North-west coast of Western ·Australia, provided it is ·shown that by 
such the best communication with Europe and Asia is secured at a moderate cost as compared with 
other and alternative routes 'which have been advanced;" but after some discussion the motion, with 
the concurrence of the Conference, was withdrawn. 

A motion, proposed by the Representatives of Queensland, "That it is desirablethat a Submarine 
Cable should be laid from Singapore to Cape York in Queensland, the Government of that Colony 
undertaking, in the event of such Cable being laid, to connect their existing land lines therewith," was 
negatived. Tasmania did not vote. 

_The Conference discussed several other questions on which no definitive action was taken. · 

Attention is called to the Appendix of Minutes ?f Proceedings, Report of Evidence taken, and · 
Documents laid. before the Conference. 

ALEX. C. BUDGE, 
Secretary. 

3:he Treasury, Sydney, 2nd February, 1877. 

JOHN ROBERTSON, 
ALEX. STUART, 
J. F. BURNS, 

GEO. McLEAN, 

} New South W al~s. 

New Zealand. 

S. W. GRIFFITH, } Q l d 
CHARLES STUART MEIN, ueens an· 

HENRY AYERS, 
EBENEZER WARD, 

JAMES WHYTE, 

ROBERT RAMSAY, 

MALCOLM FRASER, 

} South Australia. 

Tasmania. 

Victoria. 

Western Australia. 
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MINUTES OF' THE PROCEEDINGS 

OF THE 

·cABLE CONFERENCE, 

HELD IN SYDNEY, IN 1877. 

At the Treasury, Sydney. 

THURSDAY, 25 JA.NU.ARY, 1877. 

·THE undermentioned gentlemen, Representatives of the Colonies of New South Wales, New Zealand, 
Queensland, South Australia, Tasmania, ancl Victoria, were present:-

New Sozetli Wales: THE HoNOR.A.BLE JOHN RonERTSON. 
THE I-IoNORABLE ALEX. STU.A.1tT. 
TrrE HoNORABLE J. :I!,. BuRNS. 

New Zeala-nrl: THE HoNO~ABLE G. McLEAN. 
Qiteenslanrl: 

Soutli .Australia : 

. Tasmania: 
Viat01·ia: 

Trrn HoNoRABLE SAMUEL WALKER GRIFFITH. 
THE HoNoRABLE CHARLES STUART MEIN., 
THE HoNoRABLE Srn HENRY AYERS, K.C.M.G. 
THE HoNoRABLB EnENEZEit W .um. 
THE HoNOitABLE JA.MES WnYTE . 
T1rn HoNORABLE R. S. ANDERSON. 

. THE HONORABLE R. RAMSAY. 

The Honorable, J olm Robertson was, on the motion of Sir Henry Ayers, seconded by thEl Honor:tble 
R. Anderson, unanimously elected to the Ohair. · 

Mr. Alex. C. Budge was appointed Secretary. 
The Honorable Srn HENRY AYERS then proposed,~ 

" That in the event of any division upon a motion the votes of the Colonies sh'all be taken in lieu 
of the individual votes of the Representatives of the said Colonies." 

The Conference agreed to the same. 
The Honorable Srn HENRY AYERS also proposed, and the Honorable G. M'LEAN seconded, the 

following motion; which the Oonferen.ce unanimously adopted :-- · 
· "That the proceedings of the Conferem!e, during its sitting, shall not be iuacle public, except 

with the sanction of the Conference." 
It was then resolved :-

" That the Representatives of each Colony shall undertake to recommend to the Governments 
and Parlimnents of the Colonies which they represent, the adoption of measures to carry ont 
all the resolutions of the Conference to which they may have •given their assent." 

It was further resolved:-
" That the Secreta,ry be required to prepare minutes of each clay's proceedings, which shall be 

read over and confirmed at the next sitting previous to m1y new business being entered 
upon." 

MR. S'.t'UAlt'l' gave notice of the following Motions :-
(1.) That it is desirable to extend and improve the means of Telcgmphic Communication between 

Australia and Europe, by the duplication where necessary of the cables or lines connecting the 
same. 

(2.) Tlrnt the subsidy on ocean cables, to connect Australia with Europe, be borne by the several 
Australian Colonies in proportion to population. · . 

(3.) That the loss (if any) on Oolonittl lines, to connect the cables with the main telegraphic systems, 
should, in like manner, be borne by all the Colonies concerned. · 

(4.) That if New Zealand contribute to the subsidy and loss referred to in the foregoing Resolutions, 
the subsidy on the New Zealand Cable should be a common clrnrgc to he borne by all in a similar 
manner. · 

,x, 162-B ])fR. 
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:M:1t. G1m'1''ITII g:we notice of the following Motions:-. 
(1.) 'l'lmt it is, in the opinion of this Conference, cs:;ential tlrnt a complete duplicate :;ystcm of 

telegraphic comnrnnication shoulcl be forthwith established between Great Britain and the 
Australian Colonies. 

(2.) That such cluplicate system should be entirely independent of the lines of_ the Eastern Extension 
. Telegraph Company, and of the South Australian line between Port Darwin and Adelaide. 

(3.) That the point of connection between the duplicate Cable line and the Continent of Australia 
should be Thursday Island, near Cape York, in the Colony of Queensland. 

('1.) 'l'hat the Colony of Queensland should forthwith proceed with the construction of a line of 
telegraph to connect their existing lin'3s with Thursday Island. 

(5.) 'fhat any subsidy which may be required for the con·struction or maintenance of the ocean cablo 
lines should be paid and borne by the several Australian Colonies, in amounts proportionate to 
their population. · . 

(G.) Th11,t the losses (if any) which may be sustained from time to time by the Government of South 
Australia in maintaining and working the line of telegr11,ph between Port Augusta and Port 
D11,rwin, and by the Govcmment of Queensfand in maintaining and working the line of telegraph 
between C11,rdwell and Kimberley, and betW<~en Carclwell 11,nd the point of departure of the 
ocenn c11,ble, should be pa,icl a,nd borne by the several Austr11,li11,n Colonies in mnounts propor-
iion11,te to their popufations. · · 

(7.) '.rlmt, in the event of the Colony of New Ze11,ln,ncl uniting with-the Colonies of A.ustrali11, in the 
11,greement embodiecl in the foregoing resolutions, the subsidy p11,y11,ble iii respect of the c11,ble 
connecting New Zeal11,nd a,nd New South Wa,les s1m11 be p11,id and borne by the seveml Austrruian 
Colonies, in amounts proportionate to their popufations. 

The Council then adjoumecl until Saturdny, the 27th instant, at lmlf past 10 o'clock. 
JOHN ROBERTSON, 

ALEX. C. BuDGE, Chairman. 
Secretary. 

At the Treasmy, Sydney, 
{fA.TURDA.Y, 27 JANUARY, 1877. 

P1·esent: 
New Soutli Wales : T1rn HoNORA.llLE JORN RonEnTSON. 

New Zealanc~: 
Queensland: 

So1itli Australia : 

Tasmania: 
Viato1·ia.: 

THE HoN0RA.llLE ALEX. STUART. 
TIIE HoNoRA.llLE J. F .. BURNS. 
THE HoNoRA.llLE G. McLEAN. 
TnE HoNORA.llLE SAMUEL W .A.LKER GRIFFITII. 
TrrE HoNO.RA.llLE C:p:ARLES STUART MEIN. 
TrrE RoNoµ.AllLE Srn HENRY Anns, K.C.M.G. 
TrrE IIoNoµADLE EnENEZER WA.RD. 
TrrE HoNOR.AllLE JAMES WnYTE. 
TrrE HoNoR.AllLE R. S. ANDERSON. 
THE HoNORA.JlLE R. RAMSAY. 

The Conference having met at half-past 10 o'clock A.M., the ~finutes of the Proceedings on the 25th 
instant were read and confir!lled. 

Sir HENRY AYERS then propose~, ancl the }Ionoraple EnENEZER ·w ARD seconded the following 
motion, which the Conference un11,nimously adopted, viz.:- . 

" Th;it the order of deb11,te be the sam('l as is observed in consideration ·of questions in a 'com
mi_ttee of the Whole House of Parliament, put that the Chairman have the same right as 
any other member of the Conference to·take part in the discussion of all questions." . 

The Honorable CHARLES STUART MEIN· proposed, and The Honorable JA.MES WrrYTE seconded, the 
following motion, which the Conference agreed to, viz.:- ·. 

"That in referring to the several Colonies represented in any proceedings of the Conference, the 
names be placed in alph11,betical order." · · 

The Ho1;1orable JorrN RonERTSON _(Chairman) laid before the Conference the undermentioned 
papers, which were read by the Clerk, and ordered by the Conference t.o be printed, viz. :-

( l.) Precis prepared by the Chairm;n1 of the correspondence on the subject of a Duplic11,te Tele
gmph C11,ble to connect the Australasian Colonies with the rest of the World. 

(2.) A communication from the Commoclore to , His ·Excellency the Governor of New South 
Wales on the subject of- · 

1. Rewards for the arrest of deserters from the ·Navy. 
2. Free telegraphic messnges ·on Naval service. 

(3.) .A. Report from the Eastern Extension Australasia ancl Chinn, Telegmph Company, cla,ted 
llth October, 1876. · 

(4.)' .A. letter from J. E. Stewart, Secrefary to the Victorian Humane Society, on the subject 
of Life-saving Appll,l'atus at Sea. 

(5.) .A. letter from Captain Audley Coote, elated the 23rcl J ammry, and a _supplementary letter, 
dnted the 25th January, on the subject of a Duplicate Cable. 

(6.) A letter from Messrs. K.nevett and Taylor, on behruf of the Eastern Extension .A.ustralasi11, 
and China, Telegraph Company, notifying tlmt they are prepared to 11,:fford the Conference 
any information required. 

The 

I 
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, The Honorable ALEX. STUART then proposed the motions of which notice was given on the 
25th instant, and having moved the adoption of No. 1, viz.:- . . . . 

"(1.) That it is desirable to extend and improve the means of Telegraphic commnnication between 
Australia and Europe, by the dnplication where necessary of the cables or lines connecting 
the same",- · 

. The Honorable SAMUEL WALKER Gn_IFFITH proposed that all the words after the word '' is" in 
the first line be omitted with a view to the insertion of the following words :-

" (1.) [That it is] in the opinion of this Conference, essential that a complete duplicate system of 
Telegraphic communication should be forthwith established between Great Britain and the 
Australian Colonies." · 

And the same having been folly discussed, the Chairman put the question,-" That the words proposed 
to be omitted stand part of the question!' 

Ayes. 
New South Wales. 
New Zealand. 
South Australia. 
Tasmania. 
Victoria. 

No.· 
Queensland. 

The question was then put,-" That the motion proposed by Mr. Stuart be adopted," which was 
unanimously agreed to. 

Srn HENRY AYERS laid before the Conference two Returns on the subject of
(1.) Port Darwin.Telegraph Line Interruptions, 
(2.) Cable Interruptions,__: 

Which were ordered to be printed ; also a chart showing the Telegraph line from Adelaide to Port 
Darwin, which was ordered to be lithographed and appended to the proceedings. 

The Conference, on the motion of the Honorable SAMUEL W AtKER GRIFFITH, seconded by the 
Honorable CHARLES STUART M:EIN, directed-

" That the Minutes of the Proceedings of the Conference be printed confidentially, tor the use of 
the Members only, and that each day's proceedings be- l)rinted after being confirmed 
by the Conference." 

The Conference, shortly after 1 o'clock, adjourned until Monday, the 29th instant, at half-past 
10 o'clock. · 

ALEX. c. BUDGE, 
Secretary. 

JOHN ROBERTSON, 
Chairman. 

At the Treasury, Sydney, 

MONJJ.AY, 29 JANUARY, 1877. 

Present: 
New Sozttli Wales : THE HoNORABLE JOHN RonER'.l.'SON. 

THE HoNORABLE ALEX. STUART. 
THE HONORABLE JORN F. BURNS. 

New Zealand: Trrn HoNORABLE _G. McLEAN. 
-Queensland: THE HoNORABLE SAJIIUEL W ALICER GmFFITIL 

THE HoNORABLE CHARLES STUART MEIN. 
Soutli .Aitstralia: THE HoNORABLE Srn HENRY AYERS, K.C.M.G. 

THE HONOR.ABLE EBENEZER WARD. 
Tasmania : THE HoNORABLE JAMES WHYTE. 
Victoi·ia : THE HoNORABLJ~ R. S. A'i'.'DERSON. 

THE HoNORABLE R. RAMSAY. 
Westm·n .Australia: THE HoNORABLE :MALCOLM FRASER.· 

Th~ Conference having met at half-ptist 10 o'clock, the Minutes of the Procee_dings on the 27th 
instant were read and confirmed. 

The Honorable ALEX. STUART then proposed the following motion:-
" That the subsidy on Ocean cables to connect Australia with Europe, be borne by the several 

Australian Colonies in proportion to popubtion," and the same having been discussed by 
the Conference, and verbally amended, was unanimously adopted. 

The motion as passed is as follows :-
" That any subsidy on Ocean cables to connect Australia with Europe, shall be borne by the 

several Australian Colonies assenting thereto, in pi·oportion to population." 
The Honorable ALEX. STUART then proposed the following motion:-

" That the loss, if any, on Colonial lines, to connect the Cables with the main Telegraphic system 
of each Colony, shall in like manner be bome by all the Colonies concemed." 

The Honorable R. S. ANDERSON then moved an amendment, that after the word" lines," the words 
"that it may be found necessary to construct," be inserted. 

After discussion the Conference unanimously agreed that the farther consideration of the motion 
should be postponed until to-morrow. 

The Honorable ALEX. STUART then il1oved, ·that the motion (No. 4) on the Paper should stancl 
over until No. 3 shall have been disposed of. 

The 
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The I-Ionor11ble SAMUEL "\VA.LKER GRU'.FI'.rrr then moved-
" That any duplicate system should be· by n, distinct route throughout, from tha.t now in use." 

After discussion, the Conference resolved to postpone the further considemtion of the subject until 
the next meeting. . . · 

The Honomble EnENEZER · "\VA.RD then gn.yo notice of-the following motion for to-morrow:-
" That this Conference n.pproves of the constmction of duplicn.te cables from Singapore to Bangoe

wangi, and from Banjoewangi to Port Darwin, and that it is n.dvisable offers should be invited 
from p~rsons or Companies willing to construct and maintain such cables." 

The IIonorable MALCOLM FRASER gave notice of the following motion for to-morrow :-
" That any duplication of the present cables start frori1 the north-west coast of "\Vestern Australia." 

The Council then adjourned at a quarter to 2 o'clock until next day at half-past 10 o'clock. 
JOHN ROBERTSON, 

Chairman. 
ALEX. c. BUDGE, 

Secretary. 

At the Treasm'Y, Sydney, 

'J!UESDAY, 30 JANUARY, 1877. 

P1·esent: 

New Soutlt Wales: TrrE IIoNORA.BLE ,ToIIN RoDERTSON, 
THE I-IoNORA.Bl',E ALEX. STUA.R'.r. . 
TrrE HoNoRA.HLE JoHN F. BuRNs; 

New Zealand: THE I-IoNORA.DLE G. McLEAN. 
Queensla1ul : THE HoNORA.BLE SA.ll.IUEL "\V A.LKER GmFFITII. 

TrrE HoNORA.BLE CrrA.RLES STUART MEIN. 
Sozellt Australict: TrrE HoNORA.BLE Srn HENRY AYERS, K.C.M;G. 

Tasmania: 
Victoria: 

THE HoNORA.DLE EnENEZER WA.RD. 
THE HoNORA.BLE JA.ll.IES WHYTE. 
TIIE HoNORA.BLE R. S. ANDERSON. 
T1rn HoNORA.BLE R. RAll.ISA.Y, 

Western Australia : TrrE HoNORA.BLE -MA.LCOLJI.I FRASER. 

The Conference having met at half-past 10 o'clock, the Minutes of the Proceedings on the 20th. 
instant were read and confirmed. 

The Honorable J onN F. BURNS laid before the Conference a Report from the Acting Superintendent 
of Telegraphs on the subject of a duplicate Cable, which was read by the Secretary. 

The consideration of the following resolution, moved by the Honorable SA.ll.IUEL W A.LKER GmFFITII, 
was resumed, viz. :-

" That any duplicate system should be by a distinct route throughout from that now in use." 

_ And after discussion, the Conference, on the motion of the Honorable R. RA.MS.A.Y, resolved to examine 
such of the professional and other gentlemen in attendance, as they might consider to be necessary. 

Messrs. Taylor, Knevitt, and Auclley Coote were then separately examined. (For Eviclence sec 
~~~ \ 

The Honora ble Srn HENRY ·AYERS, on behalf of The Honorable EnENEZER WA.RD, moved the 
resolution of which notice was given yesterday, as au amendment on the resolution of the Ilonorablo 
SA....'1UEL W A.LKER GRIFFITH,-That all -the words after the word "That" be omitted with a view to the 
insertion of the following words :-

" [That] this Conference approves of the construction of duplicate Cables from Singapore to 
Banjoewangie~ and from Banjoewangi to'Port Darwin, and that it is advisable offers should 
be invited from persons or Companies willing to construct and maintain such Cables." · 

['he IIonorable JA.JI.IES WHYTE moved as a further amendment,-
" That the further consideration of the resolution and amendment be postponed until resolution 

No. 3 (moved by the Honorable ALEX. STUART), and the amendment thereon (moved by the 
IIonorable R. S. ANDERSON), shall have been dispos

1
ed of." 

After discussion, the amendment proposed by the Honorable JA.ll.IES WnYTE was 1mt and negatived 
the following division :- . . 

Ayes. Noes. 
New Zealand. New South Wales. 
Tasmania. Queensland. 
"\Vestern Austra-lia. South Australia. 

Victoria. 
The 

I 

/ 
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The question wa;i then put, That the words proposed to be omitted stand part of the question :-
Aye. Noes. 

Queensland. New South Wales. 
South Australia. 
Victoria. 

The Colonies of New Zealand, Tasmania, and Western Australia, did not vote: 
The Honorable EnENEZER WARD having obtained leave to amend his original motion, proposed 

t·hat after the word 'that' the following words be inserted:- · 
" [That] tl1is Conferen~e approves of the construction of a duplicate line from Singapore to 

·Banjoewangi.'' 
The Conference having fully discussed the subject, the motion was put by the Chairman, and_ 

negatived on the following division:-
Ayes. 

New South Wales. 
South Australia. 
Victoria. 

Noes. 
New Zealancl. 
Queensland. 
Tasmania. 
"\V estern Australia. 

The Conference, on the-motion of the Honorable Srn HENRY AYERS, adjourned at a quarter past 
4 o'clock until next day at half-past 10 a.m. 

JOHN ROBERTSON, 
Chairman. 

ALEX. c. BUDGE, 
Secretary .. 

At the Treasury, Sydney, 
WEDNESD.A.Y; 31 JANUARY, 1877 . 

. P1·esent: 

New Soutk Wales: THE HoNORABLE JORN ROBERTSON. 
THE HoNoRABLE ALEX. STUART. 
THE HONORABLE JOHN F. BURNS. 

New Zealand: -THE HoNORABLE G. McLEAN. 
Queensland: 

South .Australia : 

Tas1iiania: 
Viatoria: 
Western Australia : 

THE HONORABLE SAMUEL w ALKER GRIFFITII. 
THE HoNORABLE CHARLES STUART MmN. 
THE HONORABLE SIR HENRY AYERS, K.C.M.G. 
THE HoNORABLE EBENEZER WARD. 
THE HoNO~ABLE JAMES WHYTE. 
THE HoNORABLE R. RAMSAY, 
THE HONORABLE MALCOLM FRASER. 

The Conference having met at half-past 10 o'clock, the Minutes of the proceedings on the 30th 
instant were read and confirmed. . . 

. The Honorable MALCOLM FRASER then propos,ed the following Resolution,-That after the 'word 
'.' That " the following words be added, being the motion of whicp. notice was given by him on the 29th 
mstari.t:-

" [That J any duplicate of tJie present Cables start from the North-west Coast of Western 
,'.1.ustralia," and that in additi,;m thereto, the following words be added," provided itis shown 
that by such the best communication with Europe and Asia is secured, at a moderate cost 
as compared with other and alternative routes, which have been advanced." 

After discussion, the Honorable MALCOLM FRASER, with the consent of the Conference, withdrew 
his Resolution. 

The Honorable R. RAMSAY laid before the Conference a "Memorandum to Hugh George, Esq., 
General -Manager, of 'the Argus,' on the subject of delays in trasmission of Cable Telegrams, &c.," 
which, having been read, the Conference directed should be printed. · 

The Chairman also laid before the Conferencea telegram from John Pender, Esq., Chairman of the 
Eastern Extension Telegraph Company, on the subject of a duplicate cable, which was ordered to be 
printed. , . . 

· The Honorable S. W. GRIFFITH proposed the insertion of the following words after the word 
"That,"-" it is desirable that a Submarine Cable should be laid from Singapore to Cape Yor,k, in Queens
land, the Government of that Colony undertaking, in the event of such cable being . made, to connect 
their existing_ land lines therewith. 

The Chairman then put the question-" That the words proposed to be inserted be so inserted." 
The Conference divided. 

Ayes. 
Q~eensland. 

Tasmania did not vote. 

Noes. 
New South Wales. 
New Zealand. 
South Australia. 
Victoria. 
Western Australia. 

1'he 
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The Honorable G. MoLEL"'i then proposed the Resolutions (with cerfain altemtions), of which 
notice was given yesterday, viz. :-

That inasmuch as it has been decided that it is desirable to extend and improve the means of telegraphic 
communication between Australia and Europe by the duplication where necessary of the Cables or 
lines connecting the same, and that the subsidy on Ocean Cab.les to connect Australia with Europe 
be borne by the several Colonies assenting thereto in proportion to population,-

(1.) The several Governments of South Australia, Queensland, and Western Australia be 
invited to open negotiations for the construction of Cables connecting thei1· several 
Colonies with Singapore or Ceylon ; and the Government of New Zealand for the 
construction of a Cable from that Colony to the United States of America. 

(2.) That, in negotiating for the construction of thelast-mentioned Cable, the Government 
of New Zealand enter into communication with the Government of the United States 
for the 1mrpose of procuring their consent to contribute to the payment of any subsidy 
that may be payable in respect of the same; :ind further, that in all the negotiations of 
the several Governinents the necessity of procuring a reduction of the present tariff 
rates be especially kept in view, the maximum rate being 6s. per word. . 

(3.) That in th.e meantime the South Australian Government be requested on behalf of tl10 
several Colo1iies to urge upon the Eastern Extension Telegraph Company the necessity 

· of keepihg a repairing steamer between Banjoewangi and Port Darwin, to repair any 
accident to that portion of Cable. · 

After discussion it was proposed, and carried on the following clivision, that the further considera
tion of the Resolutions be postponed, until the Honorable ALEX. STUART'S motion No. 3, and the 
Honorable R. S. ANDER~ON's amendment thereon, postponed on the 29th instant, should be disposed of:-

Ayes. 
New South Wales. 
Queensland. 
South Australia. 
Tasmania. 

Noes. 
New Zealand. 
Victoria. · 
Western 1\.ustralia. 

The Conference resumed consideration of the motion and amendment referred to. 
After discussion the amendment proposed by the Honorable R. S. ANDERSON was put and negatived 

without division. . · 
The motion to insert the word " competing" after the weird " on" in the first line of Mr. 

resolution was then put and carried. 
The· original motion; as amended, was then put and carried upon the following division:-

. ' 

Ayes. 
New South Wales. 
Queensland. 
South Auf,trali.i. 

No. 
Tasmania. 

Stuart's 

New Zealand, Victoria, and Western Australia did not vote. 
The resolution, as amended and passed, will read as follows :-

" That the loss (ifany) on competing Colonial lines to connect the Cables with the mr.in Telegraphic 
system should in like manner be borne by all the Colonies concerned." 

'.!'he Honorable ALEX. 8Tu ART, with permission of the Conference, withdrew motion No. 4. 
'.!.'he Honorable SAMUEL WALKER GRIFFITH, with pei·mission of the Conference, withdrew the 

seveml notices of motion given by him on the 27th instant. 
The Conference proceeded to tb,e further discussion of the resolutions proposed by the Honorable 

G. McLEAN, and it having been decicled to put them separately- . 
No. 1 was proposed, as amended, and agreed to. 
No. 2 was proposed and agreed to. 
No. 3 was proposed, as amended, and agreed to (Western Australia refrained from voting). 

The Honorable J. F. BURNS prop9sed the following resolution, which the Conference unanimously 
adopted:- . 

"That the several Colonies agree to allow the necessary official telegrams of H. M. Ships to pass 
over their respective lines free of charge." 

The Honorable R. RAMSAY gave notic~ of the following resolution :-
" That having in view the serious annoyance and, loss occasioned by the mutilation of messages 

in transmission through Java, the President of this Conference be requested, on behalf 
of t}ie Australasian Colonies represented, to communicate with the Secretary of State, 
for the purpose of obtaining permission from the Gov·ernment of Netherlands-India to 
employ English opei·ators on the land lines in Java." 

The Honorable ALEX. STUART gave notice of the following resolution:-
" That the Governments of South Australia and New South Wales be empowered to make 

arrangements with the Easteri1 Extension Telegraph Company for a reduction of Message 
'.l'ariff to six shillings per word, at a subsidy not exceeding £20,000 per annum, terminable 
at one year'.s notice, and that such subsidy be borne by the respective Colonies, in 
proportion to population-any Colony to be at liberty to withdraw on like notice." · 

The Honorable EBENEZER WARD gave notice of the following Resolution : -
That the Conference will proceed to the consideration of the Mail Services between the 

Colonies and Great Britain, with the view of secm;ing, if possible, united action in future 
arrangements." 

The -

l 

/ 
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The Honorable J. :I!,. BuRNS laid before the Conference a letter from Eldred & Company on 
behalf of the N ethe1·lands-India S. N. Co.; offering to nm a steamer between Banjoewangi and Port 
Darwin in the event of a break in cable, which was ordered to be printed. 

('rhe Conference acljourned at a quarter past 1 until 2 o'clock.) 
On resuming the Honorable R. RAMSAY proposed the following Resolution:-

" That having in view the serious annoyance and loss occasioned by the mutilation of messages in 
transmission through Java, the President of. this Conference be requested, on behalf of the 
.Australasian Colonies represented, to communicate with the Secretary of State, for the 
purpose of obtaining permission from the Government of Netherlands-India to employ 
English operators on the land lines in Java." . 

The Conference unanimously ~greed to the same. 

The Honorable ALEX. STUART proposed the following Resolution:-
" That the Governments of South .Australia aud New South Wales be · empowered to make 

arrangements with the Eastern Extension Telegraph Company for a reduction of Message 
Tariff to six shillings per word, at a subsidy not exceeding £20,000 per annum, terminable 
at one year's notice, and that such subsidy be borne by the respective Colonies in proportion 
to population-any Colony to be at liberty to withdraw on like notice." 

After discussion, the Conference agreed to the resolution. 
The Colonies of New South Wales, Queensland, South .Australia, and Victoria voted for. 
The Colonies of New Zealand, Tasmania, and W estem Australia refrained from voting. 
The Honorable EBENEZER WARD proposed the following Resolution:-

" That the Conference will proceed to the comideration of the Mail Services between the 
Colonies and Great Britain, with· the view oi securing if possible, united action in future 
arrangements." 

After discussion, the Honorable Cu.A.RLES STUART ::vi:EIN proposed that the further consideration 
of the Resolution be postponed until Friday next, which the Conference agreed to. 

The Chairman laid before the Conference a -communication from M. Ed. Nutt, Director of the 
Interior, N oumea, New Caledonia, on the subject of a l\fail Service via N oumea to San Francisco, which 
after peing read, was ordered to be printecl.. · 

The Honorable Sm HENRY AYERS then proposed that the Secretary be instructed to prepare a 
Draft Report for the consideration of the Conference, whieh was agreed to. 

The Conference adjourned at a quarter to 4 o'clock until Friday next at _half-past 10. 

JOHN ROB,ERTSON, . 
Chairman. 

ALEX. c. BUJJGE, 
Secretary. 

At the Treasury, Sydney,. 
FRIDAY, 2 FEBRUARY, 1877. 

PRESENT: 

New Soutli Wales , Trrn HoNOR.A.BLE J OIIN ROBERTSON. 
Trrn HoNORABLE ALEX. STUART. 
TnE ·HoNOR.A.BLE JOHN F. BuRNS. 

New Zealanil: 
Queenslancl: 

Soutli A11stralia: 

Tasm(llnia: 
-Victoria: 

THE HoNOR.A.BLE G. McLEAN. 
THE HoNOR.A.BLE S.aMUEL W .A.LKER GRIFFITH. 
TrrE HoNOR.A.BLE C:i:I.A.RLEs STu.A.RT MEIN. 
THE HoNORABLE Sm HENRY AYERS, K.C.M.G. 
THE HONOR.ABLE EBENEZER w .A.RD. 
THE HONOR.ABLE JA.MES WHYTE. 
THE HONORABLE R,. R.A.MS.A.Y. 

Western Australia : TrrE HoNOR.A.BLE MALCOLM FRASER. 
The Conference having met at ½ past 10 o'clock the Minutes of the Proceedings on the 31st ultimo 

were read and confirmed. 
The Conference resumed consideration of the motion of the Honorable EBENEZER W .A.RD,-" That 

the Conference will proceed to the consideration of the M::..il Services between the Colonies and Great 
Britain, with the view of securing if possible united action ii:: future arrangements." 

After considerable discussion, the Honorable EBENEZER WARD, with the consent of the Conference, 
withdrew his motion. , ' 

The Hon~rable Sir HENRY AYERS, with leave of tlie Conference, proposed the following resolution, 
which was unanimously adopted :-

" That the Government of Queensland a_nd South .Australia be requested to circulate among 
the respective Governments the draft Bills referred to in the Resolutions of the Intercolonial 
Conference held in Sydney, passed on the 10th February, 1873, for removing the defects in 
the law relating to the extradition of criminals and the absconding of debtors, with a view 
to the same being.submitted to the respective Legislatures as early as practicable. 

"The 
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" The following are the resolutions reforrccl to :-
. " Tlrnt the present state of the law in regarcl to the extraclition of crimimils escaping from 

one Colony into another is clefective. That the Government of Queensland be requestecl 
to prepare a Bill on the subject, which the Representatives of the several Colonies 
umlertake-proviclecl it is approvecl by their respective Law Officers-to encleavour to 
pass into law. · 

" That the present state of the law in regard to remeclies to be had ngninst absconding 
debtors is defective. 

"That the Government of South Australia be requested to prepare a Bill to remedy the 
defects, and, subject to the approval of their respective Law Officers, the Members .of 
this Conference will enden,vonr to procure the passing of _a similar Bill in their respec-
tive Legislatures." · · 

. The Honorable R. RAMSAY, with the consent of the Conference, moved the following resolution, 
which was unanimously agreed to:- . 

" That in the opinion of the Conference it is desirable that a uniforin Telegraphic Code should be 
adopted by the several Australasian Colonies." 

The Report of the Proceeclings of the Conference having been carefully considered and amended 
in certain particulars, was finally adopted. . 

On the motion of the Honorable CirARLES STUART MEIN the following resolutions were unanimously 
passed by the Conference :--:- . . . 

"1. That the thanks of the Conference be given to the Honorable John Robertson for the 
valuable services rendered by him as Chairman of tlie Conference;'' 

"2. That the Chairman be requested to_ convey the thanks of the Conference to Alex. C. Budge, 
Esq., for the efficient services rendered by him as Secretary to the Conference." 

The Conference then adjourned sine die. 

ALEX. c. BUDGE, 
Secretary. 

JOHN ROBERTSON, · 
Chairman. I 

I 
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1877. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

CONFERENCE ON CABLE DUPLICATION. 
(PAPERS LAID .BEFORE THE COFERENCE.)] 
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No. I. 

CABLE CONFERENCE. 

[Laicl befo1·e tlie Oonfe1·ence by tlie Oliai1·man.] 

PROPOSALS for a Duplicate Telegraph Cable to connect the Australasian Colonies 
with the rest of the World. 

M. l7605. TnE Colonial Secretary's letter on this subject was addressed to Victoria, Queensland, Tasmania, New 
18 M;y. Zealand, and South Australia. The following are the £our routes indicated in it :-

76. 3,676. 
20 May. 
76. 3,966. 

1. Sydney to New Zealand, thence by the Sandwich Islands to San Francisco. 
2. From N ormanton by cable, the line ultimately taking the same course as 3 and 4. 
3. From Port Darwin by cable, by the side of present cable, passing by land through Sumatra 

and via Malacca, instead of by cable to Singapore. 
4. From Port Darwin by cable, touching at Copang. · 

The French Consul's letter concerning the co-operation of New Caledonia, was communicated to 
the same Colonies. · 

There is a letter from Mr . .A.udley Coote, dated June 5, in which he suggests three routes as 
preferable, for certain reasons, to those above mentioned---:-two of them by way ·of North-west Cape 
(Western Australia) and Singapore; the third by Perth and Ceylon. 

76. 4,242. This project of taking the line by way of Western Australia is also set forth in a letter from Mr. 
5 June. J. Hogan to the Postmaster General. It also finds favour with Sir Julius Vogel and with the Govern

ments of Western.A.ustralia and South Australia. 

76/4140. 
6 June. 
76/4694. 
24 June. 

76/4350. 
16 June. 
76/4551. 

76/4546, 

76/3,944. 
76/4,595, 
10 June. 

From all the Colonies replies have been received to Mr. Robertson's letter. 
The Chief ~ecretary of Victoria says that the matter shall receive the earnest attention of his 

Government. · 
South Australia could not entertain 1 or 2, as too costly. It would be most advantageous to adopt 

3 or 4, the selection being left to the Eastern Extension Telegraph Company; but if line be taken through 
Java the Company must have an independent land wire. But 2, other routes are suggested as worthy 
of consideration; (a) from North West Cape, or Roeburne, by Java to Singapore; (b) from the west 
coast direct to Galle. .A. duplicate cable from Port D?,rwin would however be the readiest and ch~apest. 
In any circumstances they ought not to be required to contribute to the cable subsidy. The overland 
telegraph line ought to be regarded as an intercolonial undertaking, and the cost should be borne by the 
Colonies using it. The· E.E. Telegraph Company ought to be required to keep a steamer always near 
Port Darwin, and a continued interruption for a given time should entail deductions from the subsidy. 

As to Queensland, the Postmaster General stated that she wa~ pre.Pared to· contribute to a subsidy 
for a cable from · Kimberley (Norman Mouth) to Singapore, contributions being based on population. 
Telegram of 26 June says that without defined proposition from the other Colonies sh13 cannot at present 
do anything. · 

The Colonial Secretary of New Zealand sends copies of a memorandum of the Commissioner of 
Telegraphs (Sir Julius Vogel). He is in favour of a cable from the West· Coast, and proposes three lines, 
which are the same as those suggested by Mr . .A.udley Coote. (See above). There are so niany details 
that correspondence will not settle the matter ; and for this reason, as well as £or the discussion of many 
questions connected with cable communication, a Conference is desirable. With regard to l\fr. Coote, 
Sir Julius Vogel points out that" his principals were not willing or not able to carry out the arr:mgements 
he formerly made." 

From Tasmania there is only an acknowledgment. 
Western Australia (not addressed by Mr. Robertson) send~ a copy of a letter sent to New Zealand 

(in continuation of correspondence between the two Colonies), enclosing a minute of Executive Council 
on Sir Julius Vogel's m:emo. already mentioned. This Colony is favourable to the holding of a Conference, 
at which i~ is thought the Government of India ought to be represented. She is in favour of a cable from 
her west coast to Ceylon by way of the Cocos Islands. 20 July, 1876. · 

Later correspondence on this subject is noted below. 
Mr. Cracknell, in his telegram of 9th September, from London, expresses the opinion that tlie 

cheapest and only necessary- (for the present) duplication is one between Singapore and Banjowangie. He 
thinks that later a cable nnght be laid from Banjowangie to North-west Cape. (See his letter of 29th 
September, 1876.) 

M 3393/B . . The Secretary of State sends a communication from the Chairman of the Eastern Extension 
2 june ~ 1876. Telegmph Company setting forth a proposal for a cable from Penang to Rangoon, as supplementary to 

' the line from Madras to Penang. 
,76-5474 , Mr. Audley Coote gives the Governments the choice of several projects so far as concerns terms; 

6922. a guarantee of interest, a subsidy, or the direct purclia~e of a cable. . 
8072. The Consul of France sends a letter from the Governor of New Caledonia, with enclosure, setting 

76-7199. forth tlie advantages of a line of telegraph between Australia and America. This is a project which is 
14 Sep., 1876· admitted to be too expensive without the assistance of the United States. . 

7
6-

9098 
The .A.gent General encloses a communication from the Chairman of the Eastern Extension 

19 Oct 1876 Telegraph Company. That Company being made aware of the correspondence that had passed in Australia, 
., · had considered the subject and now desired to offer certain proposals, which are set forth at length in the 

printed paper. They have in view two routes-one from Port Darwin to Banjoewangie, the other from 
North-west Cape to the same place-with a direct cable between Banjoewangie and Singapore. The cost 
would be for these respective lines £540,000 and £500,000, and on either amount the Company would 
require a subsidy of 6 per cent., and 8 per cent. for a reserve fund for repairing and replacing the cable. 
The annual payments would be thus for the respective routes £48,600 and £45,000. 

5 Januai-y, 1876. JOHN ROBERTSON. 

No. 2. 

J 

I 
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. No. 2. 
Commodore Hoskins to His Excellency the Governor, on subject of Rewards foi· 

apprehension of Deserters from the Navy and Free Telegraph Messages· on 
Naval Service. · 

H. M. Ship'· Wolverene," at Sydney, 
Sir, 23 January, 1877. 

The approaclring Intercolonial Conference about to assemble here at your suggestion appears 
to me to afford an opportunity of arriving at an harmonious arrangement respecting two matters affecting 
our naval interests, and I would ask your Excellency, ·should you see no objection thereto, to direct the 
attention of the Conference to them. 

The :first is the payment of a reward of five pom1ds by tlie Governments of the several Colonies 
for the apprehension of deserters from the Navy, as a stimulus to activity on the part of the Police. The 
second is the payment for telegrams on purely Naval Service matters. 

2. With respect to the first, the Government of New Zealand has for many years made such a 
payment, and with the best result; and though the practice has been suspended of late in the Australian 
Colonies, the order to make them appears never to have been rescinded, and I have received from yourself 

· and the Governors of Victoria and Tasmania an intimation that your Governments are willing to renew it. 
3. I attach great importance to it, as I have already explained to your Excellency in my letters of 

the 16th August and 21st November, 1876, as one means of checking the great loss of men by desertion 
which our ships now suffer on this frtation, a loss which bears hardly on our resources in men at home, 
and wlrich must prevent not only an increase to the Force now on the station, but also any hopes of visits 
from the squadron which is kept up for the purpose of instruction and of periodically visiting our Foreign 
stations. 

4. With respect to the telegraph question, it seems so obvious that the necessary official telegrams 
of a squadron maintained. here for the benefit and protection of the Colonies should pass, like their own 
official telegrams, free of charge, that I am sure it is only necessary that it should be mentioned for the 
concession to be made ; and I only consider it desirable to bring it forward in order to have the principle 
authoritatiYely established and recorded with the general consent of all the Colonies. 

I have, &c., 
A. H. HOSKINS, 

Commodore. 

No. 3. 

Report of the Eastern Extension Australasia and China Telegraph Company, Limited, 
DIRECTORS. 

John Pen'der, Esq., M.P., Oliairman. . Sir Thomas Fairbairn, Bart. 
The Right Honorable W. N. Massey, M.P., Lord William Montagu Hay. 

Vice-mairman. The Right Honorable Viscount Monck. 
Sir James Anderson. William M'Arthur, Esq., M.P. 
Francis Augustus Bevan, Esq. George Garden Nicol, Esq. 
Baron Emile D'Erlanger. Philip Rawson, Esq. 
Charles William Earle, Esq. · · 

MA.NA.GING DIRECTOR. 
Colonel T. G. Glover, R.E. 

ACTING SECRETARY. 
Mr. F. E. Hesse. 

'J:'.he Directors subl)lit the annexed half-yearly report and balance sheet to the 30th June last. 
The gross earnings for the half-year have amounted to £98,542 3s. 0d. The working expenses, 

cost of repairs, payment of income tax, interest on debentures, &c., amount to £43,910 "19s. 3d. The 
sum of £581 3s. 2_d. mentioned in the last half-yearly report as the expenses incidental to the issue of 
debentures and laying of the New Zealand cable has, with a small additional amount of £10 0s. lOd., 
been charged against the revenue of the half-year under review. The balance of profit amounts to 
£54~313s. 9~ · 

One interim dividend of 1¼ per cent., amounting to £24,968 15s. 0d., has been paid, and another 
of similar amount is payable on the 16th instant, leaving the sum of £4,693 13s. 9d. to be carried 
forward. 

The Directors regret that the Penang-Madras section of the Company's cables, which broke near· 
the Nicobar Islands on the 27th March last, has not yet been repaired, owing to the continuance 
of the monsoon since that date. The repairing ship "Agnes" has been almost constantly on the site of 
the interruption, but the weather has been so severe as to frustrate all attempts at repair. The termination 
of the monsoon may now be daily expected, when there will be no difficulty in restoring the communi-
cation, the fault being in shallow water. · 

The Port Darwin section of the cable broke on the 24th April, and was repaired on. the 7th 
August by the Company's S.S. " Edinburgh," which left her station for that purpose by permission of the 
Governments of New Zealand and New South Wales: -

The duplicate cable to be laid between Penang and Rangoon, which was sanctioned at an 
extraordinary general meeting held on the 16th December, 1875, is in course of manufacture, and will 
be laid early next year. , 

Out of the total authorized issue of £320,000 6 per cent. Debentures, £278,500 were allotted up to 
the 30th June _last. The balance has since been issued. 

The 
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The South Australian land lines have been worked almost without interruption during the six 
months under review, and the Directors have great pleasure in making this public recognition of the 
energy of Mr. Todd, the Postmaster General of South Alistralia, and his staff. 

JOHN PENDER, 
66, Old Broad-street, Oltai1-111an. 

London, E.O., 11th October, 1876. 

THE EASTERN ExTENSION AusTRA.LA.SL\. A.ND CHINA. TELEGRA.l'II OoMl'A.NY (LIMITED). 

REVENUE AcoOUNT for the 7,aif-year ending 30tl, June, 1876. 

£ s. d. 
To General Expenses in London 3,293 3 4 

(See Abstl'llct A.) 
,, Gcncml Expenses at Stations 19,130 11 2 

(See Abstl'llct B.) 
,, Electrician's Retaining Fees 
,. Use of Patents ................. . 
,, Di.rectors' Rcmunemtion .. . 
,, Auditors' Fees ................. . 
,, Expenses relating to Deben-

ture Issue and laying of 
N cw Zenlaml Cable .... .. 

,, Repairs to Cables .............. . 

To Income Tax .................... . 
,, Interest on Mortgage Deben-

ture Bonds ................. . 
,, Interest on Debenture Bonds 

~ 

140 0 0 
385 19 2 

1,875 0 0 
50 0 0 

591 4 0 
9,,822 14 6 

823 13 2 

34 14 2 
7,763 19 6 

,, Balance ........................................... . 

£ s. d. 

35,288 12 5 

8,622 6 10 
54,681 3 9 

£98,542 3 0 

To 1st Interium Dividend for 1876-. 

£ s. d. 
By Messages, &c. .. ................ 93,384 1,.1, 3 
,, New Zcafand Cable Subsidies 2,717 9 3 
,, Tusni.anian Cable Subsidy .. . 2,100 0 0 
,, Intel·est on Loans, &c. .. .. .. 283 2 0 
,, Transfer Fees ............... ... 56 17 6 

£ s. d. 

98,542 3 0 

2s. 6d. per Share, paid 15th July, 1876 
,, 2nd Interim Dividend for 1876-

~4,968 15 0 By_Balance ..... _ ....................................... . 

~98,542 3 0 

54,631 3 9 

2s. 6d. per Share payable 16th October, 
1876 ............... : ......................... . 

,, Balance carried forwarcl to next Account .. . 

ABSTRACT A. 

24,968 ·15 0 
4,693 13, 9 

£54,631 3 9 

STATEMENT OF GENERAL EXPENSES IN LONDON. 

Saln.ries and Wages ................ .' ........ : ...... . 
Office Expenses ...................................... . 
Rent and Taxes ...................................... . 
Stationery and Printing ......................... .. 
Postage and other Stamps ...................... .. 
Advertising .......................................... .. 
Repairs and renewals to Furniture .............. . 
Agencies_ .............................................. .. 

,,--
I 

£ s. d. 
2,14,3 12 5 

. 399 15 1 
332 13 5 
149 12 1 
111 9 7 

2 15 '6 
88 5 3 
65 0 0 

' 

£3,293 3 4 

£54,631 3 9 

ABSTRACT B. 

STATEMENT OF WORKING EXPENSES AT
0 

STATIONS. 

Salaries and Wages ................................. . 
Tl'llvelling Expenses ............................. . 
Rent, Taxes, House Allowances, &c ........... .. 
Provision and Ration Allowances .............. . 
Maintenance of Land Line.a and Electrical 

Instruments .................... , .............. . 
Repairs and renewals to Furniture and 

Buildings ...................................... . 
Expenses of Maintenance ship "Agnes" .... .. 

" Edinburgh" 
Expenses ~f Cable Stor~~ ...................... .. 
Stationery and Printing ......................... .. 
Office and Message Postages ................... .. 
Office and Petty Expenses ....................... . 
Medical Attendance, &c ........................... . 
Insurance at Stations ............................ .. 
Service Messages ................................... . 
Freights and Insurance .......................... .. 
Expenses of.Porthcurno School.. ............... . 
Le~!ll Expenses .................................. .. 

£ s. d. 
9,775 13 10 

837 17 4 
1,323 3 6 

192 0 0 

1,491 1 2 

539 16 5 
1,776 8 10 
1,613 10 5 

109 19 4 
335 10 0 
120 16 3 
433 11 3 
193 15 0 
102 15 5 

87 2 5 
77 18 0 

100 0 0 
19 12 0 

1------
£19,130 11 2 

RESERVE FuND, 30tl, June, 1876. 

, £ s. d. £ s. d. 
To Loss on realization of Russian Government By Balance, as per Account, 31st December, 

5 percent. Lonn (£10,000) .................. 509 7 6 1875 ............................................. 117,916 0 8 
,, Balance tarried down ........................... 119,393 3 0 ,, Profit on realization of $93,000 of United 

States 5 per cent. Funded Loan ............ 232 10 0 
,, Interest Received on Investments to date 1,753 19 10 

£119,902 10 6 
£119,902 10 6 

By Balance brought down ............. : .. : . ..... 119,393 3 0 

, 

I 
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BALANCE SHEET, 30tk Jitne, 1876. 

To Capital- £ 
300,000 Shares of £10 

s. d. 

· each £3,000,000 0 O 
Less 100,250 Shares of £10 

unissued 1,002,500 0 0 

199,750 Shares of£10 
each. ------1,997,500 0 0 

,, Mortgage Debenture Bonds-
As per last Account . . . 3,200 0 0 

Less redeemed during the 
half-year, 32 Bonds of 
£100 each . . . . .. 3,200 0 0 

,, Debenture Bonds-
3,200 Bonds of £100 

each at 6 o/o 
Less 415 unissued ... 

2,785 Bonds of £100 each 

,, Reserve Fund, as above 
,, Traffic and other Credit Balances 
,, Bills Payable 
,, Proprietors for Debenture Interest 

135 1 
,, Pi:oprietors for Dividends

Unclaimed Dividends . 
First Interim Dividend, 

2/6 per share, paid 
15th July, 1876 .. , 24,968 15 

Second Interim Divi-
dend, 2/6 per share, 

... 278,500 0 0 

... 119,393 3 0 
14,831 18 1 

300 0 0 
6,960 17 7 

6 

0 

r;;~ble l~~:1 O~~ob~~'. 24,968 15 0 
50,072 11. 6 

4,693 13 9 ,, Revenue Account Balance , . , 

£2,472,252 3 11 

£ 
By Capital Expenditure-

.As per last.Account ... 2,208,034 
Add final payments under 

s. d. 

2 7 

New Zealand Cable 
Contract ... 60,050 0 0 

. ,, Cost of furniture, and 
sundry expenses in 

£ s. d. 

opening Sydney and 
Nelson stations 3,263, 5 10 

------2,271,347 8 5 
,, First payment under Rangoon and Penang 

Cable Contract 
Cost of S.S. Edinburgh and stores 

,, Spare Cable and other stores ... 
,, Bills receivable . , . 
,, Remittances in transit 
,, . Investments on account of Reserve Fund

United States 5 o/o 
Funded Loan . . . 51,331 5 0 

Portuguese Government 
3 o/o bonds 4,992 0 0 

Traffic and other debit balances 
Cash balances

.At stations ... 
In London :-· 

CIDTent accounts 
On deposit 
In hand ... 

3,750 5 8 

8,599 1 4 
20,000 0 0 

13 14 8 

17,000 O 0 
15,000 0 0 
10,359 11 2 
40,034 15 1 
11,210 3 7 

56,323 5 0 
18,613 19 0 

32,363 1 8 

£2,472,252 3 11 

LoNDON, 4tk October, 1876. .Audited and found correct, JOHN BALL, } A dit' 
HENRY DEVER, .a.u ora. 

No. 4. 
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No. 4. 

The Hou. Secretary, Victorian Humane Society, to The Chairman of the 
·rntercolonial Conference. 

On the subject of Life ·Saving Apparatus at Sea. 
Victorian.Humane Society, · . 

Sir, 62, Collins-street East, Melbourne, 19 January, 1877. 
1. I have the honor to state, £or the information of yourself and the members of the Inter

colonial Conference, that the Directors of the Victorian Humane Society have lately had under their 
consideration the subject of Life-saving Apparatus to be used at sea, and tl1e very inadequate law at 
present in force relating to shipowners providing the same. . _ . 

2. It is hoped that although the Conference is to be held £or a special purpose, yet the great 
importance of this subject may have sufficient weight ,vith yourself and colleagues, so that consideration 
may be given to it, with a view to the different Governments in Australia and New Zealand introducing au 
Act in their respective Legislatures that .shall be uniform in its purpose, and by which ship-owners and 
others may be compelled to provide ·the most efficient and approved life-saving appliances on board all 
vessels registered in Australasia and New Zealand. · · · · · 

3. The Directors being sensible of the unsatisfactory state of the law in Victoria relating to this 
subject, which only requires that a limited number of life0boats and two (2) life-buoys shall be provided, 
irrespective of the number of passengers or crew, have presented a petition to the Government, praying 
that the existing law may be amended and a more stringent and comprehensive Act introduced and passed 
if possible, so that all sea~going vessels may be compelled to carry a supply of life-saving apparatus, in 
proportion to the ~umber of persons on board. 

4. The Premier of Victoria (the Hon. Sir Jas. M'Cnlloch) has promised that the petition of the 
Directors shall have the careful consideration of the Government, with a view to legislating on this most 
important matter during the next session of Parliament. 

5. The efforts of the Society, and any legislation arising therefrom, will but imperfectly attain the 
desired object, unless the whole of the Colonies unite and agree to pass an Act that shall be uniform 
in its provisions, and which, in the interest of humanity, is so u~gently requir~d. · 

6. "The numerous disastrous shipwrecks, accompanied by loss of life, that. l111ve occurred in 
Australian waters have unfortunately " too clearly proved " ·how very imperfect are the arrangements 
made £or the protection an_d possible preservation of human life at sea. - . 

7. It is clearly the duty of ship-owners to take every precaution, in order that the lives of those 
entrusted to their care, are protected by every means that science and ingenuity can devise, :md a serious 
re_sponsibility must rest on those who neglect to do so. 

8. The atten,tion of the shipowners in Victoria lrns been directed to this most important question, 
and: it has been suggested for their consideration tpat, after the successful experiments made in ,the English 
Channel in July last, for the purpose of testing various inventions of life-saving appliances, it is advisable 
that every steamer and other. vessel (especially those carrying passengers) should be provided with a 
sufficient number of cork life-jackets, to permit the use of one _by every person on board in case of accident. 

9. It is gratifying to mention that Capt. Wm. Howard Smith, steamship proprietor of this city, has 
adopted the suggestions of the Directors. 

· 10. In suggesting the use of the· life-jacket, the directors are impressed with the fact-that it can be 
hung in every cabin, can be easily adjusted, and ready for use on every emergency. 

ll. The "Merchant Shipping Acts Amendment Act," passed during the last session of the Imperial 
Parliament, contains several provisions which might be adopted with ail.vantage by the Colonial Legis-

• latures when dealing with the desired amendment of the existing law relating to shipping passenger 
accommodation, &c., &c. · 

12. Any amendment of the present law should be with the object of preventing the 'over crowding 
of either passengers or qargo, which not unfrequently occurs at the present time, a practice that is repre
hensible in the extreme, and which cannot be too severely condemned and punished if persisted in. 

13. The boat accommodation is also ·very imperfect, requiring stringent regulations respecting the 
class and capabilities of all boats carried, and the means for lowering the same. , 

14. As it is impossible that a· more favourable opportunity can be desired for having this subject 
brought under the consideration of the representatives of the various Governments, I respectfully beg 
that an eamest attention may be given to it, and that a determined course of action may be jointly agreed 
upon, so that we may hope to have an uniform Act passed with the least possible delay, having for its 
object the better preservation of life at sea. 

I have, &c., 
J. ELLIS STEW ART, 

' Honorary Secretary, V.H.S; 

Audley 

I 

I 
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Audley Coote, Esq., to The Postmaster General, Sydney. 

Petty's Hotel, Sydney,.23 January, 1877 .. 
Sir, Re Duplicate Cable to London. 

Permit me to inform you that I reached here on the 19th instant, for the purpose of laying 
before your Government and the Representatives of the dther Australian Gov~rnments attending the 
Duplicate Cable Conference in this City, an offer to connect Australia with London by a complete dupli
cate telegraph cable and wires. 

I have now ,the honor to submit, on behalf of the Messrs. Siemens Bi:others, of London, and of the 
ludo-Australian Telegraph Company, the following proposals, viz. :-

lst.-By cable to be supplied from Normanton, or some other point in Queensland to be agreed 
upon, to Banjoewangi, for a subsidy of £40,000 a year for 20 years. 

2nd.-By cable from Queenslancl to Singapore via Tinior and Sourabaya, for a subsidy of £50,000. 
3rd.-By cable from Queensland to Fa1se Point in India, touching at Timor, Sourabaya, Singapore, 

Penang, and Andaman Islands, £65,000; If allowed to go by cable from Penang to Rangoon, 
via Pak-chan River instead.of False Point, £60,000. 

4th.-By cable to be supplied from a point in Western Australia to be agreed upon, to Singa-
pore, 45,000. 

5th.-By cable from Western Australia to Rangoon, via Singapore and Penang, £55,000. 
6th.-By cable from Western Australia to False Point in India, via Singapore, £60,000. 
7th.-By cable from Western Australia to Ceylon, via Anjer, £60,000. 

Permit me also to inform you that I have the above proposals ,vith the subsidies and routes marked 
and laid down on an Admiralty Chart, which clearly shows each proposal and route ; and as I have been 
in correspondence with all the Australian Governments on this important undertaking, I shall be g1ad if 
the Conference will grant me an interview, and so enable me to explain or answer any· questions the 
delegates may think proper to ask. 

In conclusion, permit me to add, that in all the proposals I have had the honor of submitting, a 
complete duplicate system to London is guaranteed. . , 

I have, &c., 
AUDLEY COOTE. 

No. 5. 

Audley Coote, Esq., to the Postmaster General, Sydney. 
Re Duplicate Cable to London. 

Sir, . Petty's Hotel, Sydney, 25 January, 1877. 
Permit me to confirm.my letter to you of the 23rd instant, and allow me to add thereto, and I 

shall be glad if you will read therewith, in explanation to a point that has been named in the negotiations 
by the competing_ Company, viz. :- . . . 

" That m the event of a war m Europe the lmes of the Company I represent might become 
interrupted." · · 

In.answer to this, permit me to say that our lines do not pass through Turkey; but traverse far to 
the north of any likely outbreak of war ; and you will please note by the maps that where interruptions 
might take place, cables duplicating these wires have been laid all through the Persian Gulf, and during 
the Franco-Prussian war these lines were not interrupted for a single day, and therefore not likely to be 
interfered with now, making my pi;incipals to h6pe that this is one of the strongest points in their favour. 
" On the other band" the competing Company who have raised this point would most assuredly have its 
cables cut directly war was declarad, which could not be repaired for months, and then only to be cut 
again, which, in my humble opinion, will make it impossible to keep up communication without a complete 
duplicate line. 

I have, &c., 
AUDLEY COOTE. 

No. 6. 

:Messrs. Knevett and Taylor to President of Conference. 
Eastern Extension Australasia and China Telegraph Company (Limited), 

Sir, . Sydney, 26 Jamhary, 1877. 
We liave the honor most respectfully to state, that the Chairman of this Company bas desired. 

us to place ourselves at the disposal of the Australasian Government Delegates in Conference assembled. 
in Sydney. . 

We have been directecl to supply them with any information in our power that may assist them in. 
deciding upon the question of the Duplication of International Cables. 

In pursuance thereof we shall have great pleasure in waiting upon the Honorable Delegates ; and. 
in the event of any further information being required, we shall be happy to obtain it direct and express 
from London. • 

We have, &c.,. 
SAMUEL KNEVETT, 

Agent to the Company. 
W. GRIGOR TAYLOR, . 

Superintendent and Electrican, New Zealand Cable. 

No. 7. 
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No. 7. 

CABLE CONFERENCE. 

RETURNS laid before the Conference by the Hon. Sir Henry Ayers, K.C.M.G. 

PORT DARWIN LINE INTERRUPTIONS. 

When Interrupted. When Restored. 

1872. 
27 August .. .. . .. .. . . .. .. 30 August .......... .. 
18 November .. .. .. .. .. .. 21 November , ...... .. 

1873. 
28 ,January ............... · 1 February ........... . 

6 March . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . 10 March ............. .. 
·3 April .. .... ... ...... ... 10 April .............. . 

28 Mav .. : ............... 31 May ....... : .......... . 
24 August .. .. .. . .. .. . . .. 26 August ........... . 
16 September . . . . . . . . . . . . 18 September 

4 December .. . . . . . . . . . . 7 December ........ . 

1874. 
17 January ............. .. 20 January ........... . 
23 March .............. . 25 March .............. . 
25 March ............. .. 27 March ............ : .. 
21 May ................. . 
4 July ................. . 

23 May ................ .. 
7 July ................ .. 

14 August .............. . 16 August ........... . 
25 September ........... . 
9 October .............. . 

27 September ........ . 
13 October ........... . 

1875. 
30 January ............. .. 
18 March .: ............ . 

31 January ........... . 
21 March .............. . 

29 May ........... , ...... . 31 May ................ .. 
10 June ., ............... . 12 June ............. .. 
15 August .............. . 17 August ........... . 

3 September .......... .. 5 September ........ . 
18 October ............. .. 21 October ........... . 
10 December ........... . 12 December ........ . 

1876. 
26 February . .. . .. .. .. .. 28 February .......... .. 
15 March . . . .. .. .. .. .. .. 17 March ............. .. 
26 April·.................. 29 April .............. . 

8 May . . . .. . . .. . .. .. .. . . 14 May ................ .. 
29 May .................. 31 May ................. . 
30 May . .. . .. . .. .. . . .. .. . 3 June ............. .. 
11 September ............ · 15 September 
12 September . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 September 
10 November . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 November 
27 December . . . . . . . . . . . . 30 December 

Where Bctweel!'· 

l'eake and Charlotte Waters. 

" " 

Beltana and Strangway's· Springs. 
Peake and Charlotte Waters. 
Katherine and Yam Creek. 
Alice Springs and Barrow's Creek. 
Daly Waters and Katherine. 
Tenant's Creek and .Powell's Creek. 
Daly Waters and Katherine. 

Powell's Creek and Daly Waters. 
Daly Waters and Katherine. 
Port Augusta and Beltana. 

Daly Waters and Katherine. 

" " Charlotte Waters and Alice Springs. 
Yam Creek and Southport. 

Charlotte Waters and Alice Springs. 
Daly Waters and Katherine. 
Beltana and Strang-way's Springs. 
Powell's Creek and Daly Waters. 
Yam Creek and Southport. 
Powell's Creek and Daly Waters. 
Peake and Charlotte Waters. 
Charlotte Waters and Alice Spring. 

Tennant's Creek and Powell's Creek. 
Powell's Creek and Daly Waters. 
Beltana and Strangway's Springs, 
Port Augusta and Beltana. 
Barrow's Creek and Tennant's Creek. 
Peake and Charlotte Waters. 
Beltana and Strangway's Springs. 
Port Augusta and Beltana. 
Beltana and Strangway's Springs. 
Powell's Creek and Daly Waters. 
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No. 8. 

CABLE INTERRUPTIONS. 

When Interrupted. When Restored. 

1872., 
22 June .................. 20 October 

1873. 
21 February .......... .. 
31 March .............. . 
12 May ................. . 
11 July ................ .. 
20 November ........... . 

24 February ........... . 
2 April .............. . 

26 May ................. . 
13 July ................. . 
23 N ovcmbe1; 

1874. 
20 May ............. : ... . 
13 August .............. . 
16 August .............. . 
10 December ........... . 

31 May ................. . 
15 August .............. . 
23 Aug,ust ............... . 
29 December ........ . 

Where between. 

Port Darwin 1~nd Btmjoewangie. 

Land-line between Boezki ancl Banjoewangie. 
Batavia and Singapore. 
Penang and Madras. 
Land-line 30 miles from Banjoewangie. 
Singapore and Penang. 

Batavia ancl Singapore. 

" 
" 

·" 
" 

" " Floating Station was established 16 miles from Batavia, with duily steam communicati~n to Singapore1 on the 18th December. 
1875. . 

2 September . . . .. . . . . . . . 16 September 
5 November ... ...... ... 8 November 

15 November . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 December 

Batavia and Singapore. 

" " Periang ancl Madras. 

1876. 
28 March ............... · 24 August............... Penang and Madras. 
24 April . .. . . . .. .. .. . . .. .. 7 August............... Port Darwin and Java. 
22 October .... .'.......... 30 November . .. . . . . .. Batavia and Singapore . 

. . 

* lu2-D No. 0. 
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No. 9. 

CABLE CONFERENCE; 

[ Laid bef01·e tlie 001ife1·ence.] 

S11A.TEl\fENT showing the several propos1ils and suggestions in reg1ird to the Duplicate Cab le to connect 
Europe with the Australasian Cqlonies.. · 

By whom pro11oscd 
or suggested. Route. ESLm11ttcd Amount of Subsidy . I . I Estimated I 

Len gth. per annum. 
Remarks. 

Sir Julius Vogel.. .... 

\ 

Colonial Secretary, ~ 
New South ·w ales ( 

Vitt Inclitt ancl s uez 

Port Darwin, · Malacca, ancl 
Sumatra. 

Port Darwin, Copang, Java, &c. 

i\fr. S; W; llf'Gownn Point cle Gallo nncl "\V cstem 
_ Australin. , · I Norm1intown, '.l'imor, Batavia, 

Inclin. · 
_ N ormnntown, Timar, Soumbaya, 

India. , 
Normantown, Pcmmg, Port 

Blair, India,. 
Cnptnin Coote ...... [ Exmouth Gulf, '\Ycstcrn _;\us

tralin, Banjoowangio, Batavia, 

Eastern Extension 
Company .......... .. 

India. · 
Exmouth Gulf to , Anger aml 

India. 
Perth to Ceylon ... · ................. . 

( Establishment of Line between I Rm1goon ancl Ponang. 

[ Singapore to Australia ......... : .. 

Darwin to Bnnjocwnngic 

Miles. 

2,151 

N.W. Cupe W cstem Austmlia to 1,973 
Banjocwangie, with direct 

i\fr. Crnekncll ......... 
l 

i\fr. Toclcl ........... .. 

i\fr. F. Gisborne ... 

l\fr. T. R. James' ... 

cubic to Singapore. • 

Singapore to Banjoewangio· ...... 

Singapore to Bunjoowangio ...... 

Calcutta or Rangoon to Singa
pore ancl thence to Q,ueens
land. 

N.W. Cape Westem Austmlia to 
Aden, vic1 Mauritius. ' 

900 

900 

£40,000 

£55,000 

£65,000 

£30,000 

£35,000 

£55,000 

6 per cent. on 
outlay, ancl 5 
per. cont. as a 
rcso1-vo fund. 

6 per. cont. on 
outlay, and 3 
per cont. ns a 
reserve fund. 

6 per cont. on 
outlay, ancl 3 
por cent. ns a 
reserve fund. 

j 

Route . would not bo through any 
l!'orc1gn country-Sec memo. of 
,,tth April-fo. 1. 

Sec Coloniul Secretary's 'letter of 18th 
May, 1876-fos, -3 and 4. 

. Seo Coloniul Seoretury's letter of 18th 
l\fay, l!l76-fos._3 _and 4. Estimated 
cost £750,000. 

Soo memo of 26th i\fay, 1876,-fos. 4 
und 5. 

Sec latter of 6th. Juuo-fo. 6, uncl 
letter of 19th Juno-fos. 6, 7, and 8. 

'\Vill 1ilso l;cducci . rates to £3 per 
· ·message, ancl 6s. por word over ten 
words. 

In further·. letter of 18th" July-Sec 
fos. 8 und 9.. .Gcrnldton is sug
gested us_ sturting point in W cstcrn 
Australi1i instcud of ExrnouthGulf. 

Seo letter ancl enclosures forw1irdctl 
with dispatch from Soorctnry of 
State, dutcd 2ml J unc-fos. 12, 13, 
14, and 15. · 

Seo papers uocompanying dispatch 
from Secretary of State of 7th July 
-fos. 15, 16, ancl 17. 

[ 

Outlay estimated to cost £5'10,000. 
Seo papers accompanying letter from 

Agent-Gcnoml (Victorin), elated 
27th Ootobcr-fo. 18. 

[ 

Outluy cstimutccl to cost £500;000. 
'\Vill also reduce present '.l'nrifl', if 

such reduction clocs not reduce 
present income. 

Seo letter from Mr. Craclmoll, elated 
23rd A ugust-fo. 11, olso tclegmms 
of 12th September and 11 October 
-fos. 11 nncl 17. 

Soo papers ucco111panying !otter from 
Chief Scorctury, South Austmlin, 
elated 14th Novombcr-fo. 18. 

Seo letter from l\fr. Gisbome, noeom
punying Mr. l\f'Gowuu's letter of 
25th Novomber..:..fo. 19. 

Sec Mr. James' memo. of 17th June 
-fo.19. 

No.10. 
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No. 10. 

CABLE CONFERENCE . 
• 

[Laid. befo1·e the Oonf~1·enoe. J 
PROPOSED ADDITIONAL TELEGRAPHIC - COMMUNICATION BETWEEN ENGLAND 

AND AUSTRALIA. 

The Eastem Extension Australasia and China Telegraph Company (Limitetl), 
GB, Old Broad-street, London, :E.O. 

· 3 October, 1876. 

A conRESl'ONDENCE that has taken place between the different Australasian Colonies on the subject of 
additio1ml . ClLble Telegraphic Communication having lately been oflicially . published by the Govern
me:3-t of South Australia, and ~he name ?f this Company ha:ving been prominently :mentioned as tl~e most 
fi.ttmg body to carry out the V1ews therem expressed, the Drr.ectors have had the matter under then· most 
serious consideration, ancl they offer the following proposals as the result of their deliberations :- . 

The present amount of traffic ancl the income derivable from it would not justify this Company ril 
undertaking this large extension,-which involves a very ·considerable outlay 9f money, without assistance 
on the part of the Colonies. · The number of messages between Australia and all parts. of the world 
during the year 1875 was 11,075, of twenty words each, averaging thirty-two mes~ages daily, the trans
mission of which does not afford occupation for the present cable for more,th::m two hours a day. There 
has been no marked growth in the traffic since the opening of the line in 1872 ; the number of messages 
in 1873 being 11,047, and in 1874, 11,513, so that there would appear to be no gi.·eat hope of any large 
extension in be future. During the year 1875 the income d'erivecl by the Company from Australian 
messages amounted to £62,172, but when from this is_cleclueted the cost of working and of the mainte
nance ancl repair of the_ cable, it will be seen that ·a very small return remains on the capital of 
£600,000 which was originally invested in the scheme. . 

The duplication, as is above shown, not being necessary on account of the tra-ffic, it is evident that 
if carried out it will be entirely in the interests of the Colonies, as an insurance against interruptions to 
which submarine cables are from time to time liable. Under these circumstm1ces, it is but right that the 1 

Governments should bear the expense involved. 
In order to lay down this cable it will be necessary that the money be raised by the Compaily on 

the security· of its property in the public market. When laying dmvn the N:ew Zealand cable, the 
Company had to raise money at the rate of G per cent., nor does it see any reason for supposing _that it 
will be able to obtain the large sum r~quisite for this scheme on more favourable terms. The Governments 
of Australia, however, might, by assisting the Comp.any with a guarantee for the raising of this money, 
enable them t-:> clo so at a more favourable rate, in which case, of course, tl1is advantage would be credited 
to those Governments. 1'he Company would, therefore, require the Governments to subsidise them to . 
the amount of the interest that would· be payable on the capital obtained; mrcl ·moreover, as cables are_ of 
a perishable nature, and it is necessary to renew them from time to time, it becomes imperative, in order 
to secure permanency of communication, that a reserve fond shoulcl be laid by annually, which by its 
·accumulation would enable a new cable to be put down n,fter a certain period. Experience does not exist 
as to the actual life of a cable, and indeed it must vary according to the surrounding circumstances ; 
but taking into consideration the warm shallow seas in which the greater part of this cable is to be- laid, 
teeming as they do with animal life, which has hitherto proved very destructive to the cables already 
submerged, it would not be fair in the present instance to estimate it at too long duration. 

There will doubtless be other Companies offering to provide a new cable ; but this Company 
cannot see how, in the face of the present traffic, an independent Co1hpai1y could exist. Contractors for 
their ,own personal gain may endeavour to get up an opposition cable, but it would only be at a loss to the 
shareholders who might take the property off their hands. The result, therefore, of another and second 
independent line would be that there would be hvo sfa:uggling Companies, each trying to procure a livelihood 
from an insufficient traffic, which woulcl prove so unremunerative that in case of accident to either of 
them it_ would become a question with the shareholders whethei· it would be worth their while to repair, 
the line by further outlay. The consequence would be. that the· Colonies would be again reduced to a 
single line, and the object of the attempted duplication would be defeated. . · 

The only hope of duplication is in the present Company, which already possesses one line, ancl 
which, with a subsidy ancl the amount of its present traffic, would be in a position to maintiJ,in the t-wo 
lines in fair and efficient order. · 

It may also be noted that the duplication now under consideration extends only as far as Singapore, 
so that any new Company that might undertake it would have to continue the extension to India, in which 
case the expense would be so great that any subsidy, unless very large, would be inadequate. This 
Company however, already possesses one line between Singapore ancl India, and has entered into p, 
contract for a second, which will be laid clown by the encl of the present year. The Colonies, therefore, 
would be in possession of a duplicate line the whole way between India and Australia, should they 
complete negotiations with this Company. - -. · 

·v{ith regard to the reduction of the tariff which is also mooted, this question is entirely separate 
from the foregoing. 

The present cable derives an income of £62,172 per annum, which, as has already been observed, 
is very inadequate for the service performed and the risky nat\J.re of the property. Shoulcl the Colonies 
require any reduction of the present tariff the Company will be happy to meet their views, but they can
not assent to any proposal_ that would diminish their present income. 'fhe negotiations, therefore, will 
have to be based upon a calculation which would make up to the Company the sum that they would lose 
by the reduction of· the tariff that might be agreed upon. 
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W11ile on this subject it nmy, however, be worth observn,tion thn,t the cry ngn,inst the present ta.riff 
is not n,ltogether just. '.l'he telegmph is employed almost exclusively for commercin,l purposes, and every 
mercn,ntile house possesses a code of its own, which by the use of one word conveys the meaning of :t 
sentence. , 'I.'he Company clmrges for this one word only ; but if the sender of the mcss:ige were to divide 
the cost of this word over the words whose men,ning it secretly conveys, it would be found tlmt the expense 
is not so very great. •Agn,in, admitting tlmt a reduction may b_e fon,sible to the extent of one-half . of the 
present mte, it would still be found tlmt the tn,riff .:ould be so high thn,t no very gren,t extension of 
traffic would follow, certainly not in proportion to the ratio of decrease of cost, and the result would 
consequently be a loss to the Company. At the recent Convention at St. Peters burg it was the unanimous 
opinion of all Submarine Companies that the C:l..'})ansion of communicn,tion was very disappointing, and 
that at the existing mtes the business was not remunerative. 

It appears to the Company that the shortest route for tl,le new cable would be the best, as requiring. 
the least expenditure of capital, and therefore the most advantag~ous to the Colonies. 

There are two routes which in this view suggest themselves-the one going from Port Dn,rwin and 
following the line of the present cable to Banjoewangie, and the.other starting from North-west Cape, 
in Western Australia, and going to the same point. Whichever of these schemes may be adopted, the 
Company would propose to carry on the communication to Singapore by a cable faid direct between 
there and Banjoewn,ngie, in place of taking the messn,ges over the lines of the J avn, Government., . 

In cn,se of the cable from Port Darwin to Singapore touching n,t Bm1joewangie, the distance 
would be 2,151 miles, and its cost £540,000; in case of the cn,ble going from North-west Cn,pe, also 
touching at Banjoewangie, the distance would be 1,973 miles, costing about £500,000. 

The Compn.ny would require a subsidy- of 6 per cent. on these sums, according to whichever route 
J!lay be adopted. This amount is necessary in order to pay the interest on the capital that would, have to 
be raised in the open market, In addition to this, the Company would require a sum of' 3 per cent. to be 
laid by as a reserve to meet any repairs that might ·be necessary to the cable, and also to provide a sum 
for replacing it as it may become worn out. This sum woul'd have to be guaranteed for a term of twenty
two years, in which time it is calculated that if 3 per cent. on any sum is laid by annually and invested at 
4 per cent., the original capital will be reproduced. The sums, therefore, required would be, if the cable 
went from.Port Darwin, £48,600, or, if from North-west Cape, £45,000 per annum. 

,TOI-IN PENDER, Chairman, . 
Eastern Extension Australasia and Chinn, 

Telegraph Company. 

No.11. 

( 
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No. 11. 

CABLE CONFERENCE. 

[ Laid before the Oonfm·enae by the Ohairnian. J 

Telegram from John Pender, Esq., M.P ., on the subject 9f Duplication of Telegraph 
Cables. · 

PRESIDENT Telegraphic Conference, Sydney. The Conference being ab?ut to meet,. we.have instr1;1cted 
our agents, Messrs. Taylor and Knevett; to place themselves at your disposal, and m th~ even! of you 
wishing to communicate direct with Qompany our telegraphic system is at your service free of charge. · 
We shall be happy to telegraph you every information you may desire, being anxious to m~et wishes and . 
give every :facility for carrying out object of Conference. With respect to route for duplicate cable, we 
find that from North-west Cape to Galle full of danger, repairs in deep water almost impossible on 
account of prevailing trade-win_ds. 

No. 12. 

CABLE CONFERENCE. 

L Laid befm·e the Confe1·enae by tlie Honorable R. Ramsay. J 

Respecting delays in the transmission of Cable Telegrams. 

Absence of official information as to interruption on Lines. 

Mutilation of Messages. 

Memorandum for Hugh George, Esq., General Manager. 

"THE ARGUS." 

As a conference of representatives from the several Colonies is about to assemble in Sydney for the 
discussion of Telegraph Cable matters, I accept this as a favourable opportunity of bringing under your 
notice the various complaints which have :from time to time arisen, and continue to arise, in connection 
with the cable messages received by " Plie Ar,qiis" on behalf of the Associated Press. These complaints 
are principally delays in transmission, the absence of official information as to interruptions on the lines 
and the mutilation of messages ; and with these I propose to deal singly. · 

" Plie Argus" is the only newspaper receiving press telegrams of public news through the cable, 
and, as representing the Associated Press, all such messages addressed to "Tlie Argus" are distributed, 
over the whole press in Victoria, New South Wales, South Australia, Queensland, Tasmania, and New 
Zealand. 

DELAYS IN TRANSMISSION. 

From some cause, at present not sufficientli traceable, " Plie A1'!Jus" messages from Singap.ore and 
London liave not latterly been transmitted over the lines with that despatch formerly employed, and the 
consequence is t_hat the messages bearing early dates at either or both of these points of departure seldom 
reach their destination until a very late hour of the night, which apart from being highly inconvenie:i,1t 
·causeri the loss of valuable news to a large' section of the country press in all the Colonies. Not 
unfrequently we obtain_ advice of a batcl1 of cable messages" coming," and often have to wait an hour 
or even two, before they actually arrive. In such case the delay mm1t reRt with the Telegraph Department 
of South Australia. 

NOTICE 
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NOTICE OF IN'.I.1ERRUPTIONS. 
-

·we have very frequently had to complain of the absence of all information in regai'd to intermp-
tions, whether on the cable or land line; and it has very of~en happened that until the repairs are effected 
no official information has been given that any interruption has· taken place. A number of country 
stations are nightly kept on hand, in anticipation of cable news, and cannot be released from duty until 
some notification is received from Adelaide, and therefore early intimation of· interruptions on the lines 
would save much loss of time, trouble, and expense. 'l'o the reading public, too, who follow the progress of 
events in Europe from day to clay, some explanation should be afforded for the non-appearance of cable intel
ligence. If the general rule was followed to give priority to press µiessages after those of the Govern
ment, much inconvenience, I think, would be obviated, and much loss of time saved, as at present, hours 
are frequently wasted to no purpose. Mr. Todd, in a letter under date 10th January, 1875, and addressed 
to you, says, " This office (South Australia) shall be advised if there is· no message for your newsptiper, 
which advice will be at once repeated to the Melbourne office." This, I regret to say, has not been acted 
~~ . 

'l'HE MUTILATION OF MESSAGES. 

The messages addressed to the A1:qns are seldom, if ever, correctly interpreted, ·and the wording is 
" ::;o terribly mutihited in the course of transmission as to render their deciphering an operation of the 

utmost difficulty. Thus, it often happens that we find· different interpretations· of the same messages 
given in all the Colonies,_ owing, in a great measUl'e, to so much being ~eft to mere guess work. 'l'his 
mutilation is · said to have its origin in Java, where the messages pass through the hands of Dutch 
operators, and this statement is to a great extent confirmed from the fact that nearly all the " repeats 
of corrections" come from Batavia. The majority of our messages containing general news arc 
sent from Singapore, and it can scarcely be credited that the telegrams could be received.in Java from 
Singapore through only a short line of cable in such a state as we invariably receive them. Although 
thel'e is some slight difference between the alphabets adopted on the cable and land lines, the errors that 
won1d be thereby caused are so simple and few that they could, as a rule, be easily detected. If each 
nownpaper had to find its own "interpretation of the originals the results would be simply absurd. The 
effect of these mutilations is obvious, and as an illustration I append a few specimens of some of the 
messages received only during the last month, and the sample affords a very fair specimen of the bulk:-

" Singapore, (no date.) 
"Depetris declared Italy cannot abandon Treaty Paris. All esays approval, all refrentmn. ' 

Gratnffs proposal despoleres ap1froving their decisions. Kabinck dcfered resolution occupation Bulgariit 
pending reference Queen. Propose 6,000 'Belgians occupaty. Disraelig Fortress Belgrade fired Australian 
monitor." · 

" Singapore, 15th Dec. 
"French Ministry remodelled. Simon, Premier. 

This serimous conflict M'Mahon left indeed.", 
Interior, Martha, Justice. Others remain. 

" Sn1gapore, 6th December. 
"Kistmaryk Reichstach Russia seekn not great conquests, asks Ris only cooperan conference 

,amelooran Christian's triple alliance subsists, Ger1+1m~y's friendship, Engl~nd equally traditional, believed 
difference England and Russia be arranged, Germany's task medcate Powers lokalize war, if efforts fudle, 
cannot conjecture future." · 

In other messages " special" was given in place of " speech," at the commencement of a message ; 
" :)?ow" for population, " collander" for commander, "mountin" for maintain, "revny" for recently; and 
other errors too numerous to mention. ' 

But such extraordinary contortions often serve to destroy the whole meaning of a sentence. J!'or 
.instance, the word " Costi," in a message relating to the Eastern Question, was quite unintelligible, and 
.had to be omitted. These instances could be multiplied to any extent, and are sometimes most aggravating 
as well as perpl!;ixing. The word "Powers" for "Porte" entirely subverted the whole meaning of a 
message. 

January 15, 1_877. EUGENE C. AMSWICK, R.A.P.· 

·,_ 

No.13. 
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No.13. 

CABLE CONFERENCE. 

[ Laid bef01·e the Conference by the Chairman. J 
Transfoti01i. 

Mr. E. Nutt to The Colonial Secretary. 
Noummt, 23 January, 1877. 

Sir, 
I have the honor to inform you that, from information which has lately reached me, and which 

appears to have a certain consistency, it would seem that the Austral-American Company which at the 
present time manages the Sydney, Auckland; and San Fmncisco line is about to annul itff contract, and 
that communication by the large packet-boats and Fiji will also be ~uppressed. • 

Should this information be correct, I shall be very much obliged to you if you will be kind enough 
to let me know w11ether a new enterprise going to San Francisco would be disposed to call at N oumea, 
and in that case to tell me what would be the amount of the subsidy which would be required by the 
Government for s13rving our Colony. . 

I should then have to consider what propositions I could make to the Governor of New Caledonia, 
in• relation to our financial resources. 

Accept, sir, the assurance of my high consideration. 
ED. NUTT, 

Director of the Interior. 

No.14. 

CABLE CONFERENCE. 

[ Laid befote the Conference by the Cliafrnian. J 

Eldred & Co. (on behalf of Netherlands-India Steam Navigation Co.) to The Colonial 
. Secretary. 

Offering to rnn Steamer with Despatches between Banjoewangie and Port Darwin in the event of anothe 
break in Cable. 

Srn, Sydney, 29 Januury, 1877. . 
We have the horror to inform you, that we are authorized by the Nether lands-India Steum ' 

N avigution Company to contract ·on their behalf with your Government to run one of their fine steamers 
·with t~legraphic despatches between Banjowangie ancl Port Darwin, in the event of the .service a.gain 
becommg necessury by another brea,k in the Cable. . 
. · The Company will underbke to have ab Banjoewangie within eight days, or as much sooner ufter 

. the brealrnge is· known as possible, a steamer to carry telegraphic messages to Port Darwin and buck, and 
keep the vessel { or her. substitute) running at a minimum speed of 8 knots between the two Ports, until 
the cable be repaired, for the sum of £1,200 for each voyage from Banjoewangie to Port Durwin a,nd 
back ; together with exemption from all Port charges at the latter place. · · 

The Company possesses a large :fleet of fine steamers, and any contract entered into would be 
faithfolly carried out. 

We have, &c., . . 
ELDRED & CO. 

No.15. 
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No. 15. 

C.A.BLE CONFERENCE. 

[ Laid bef01·e Oonfm·ence. J 

Ag~eement relating to Submarine Cable. betw'een New Zealand and Australia, &c. 
AR·rrcLES OF AGREEMENT entered into t11is t,venty-fourthdayof' J uneonethousandeight hundred and seveRty
five betwoen His Excellency the Most Honorable George Augustus Constantine Marquis of N ormanby Earl 
ofMulgrave Viscount N ormanbyand Baron Mulgrave of Mulgrave in tl10 County of"York and in the Peerage 
of the United Kingdom and Baron Mulgrave of New Ross in the County of ·wexford in the Peerage of 
Ireland a Member of Her M~jesty's Most I-Ionorable Privy Council and Knight Commander of the most 
distinguished Order of St. Michael itnd St. George the Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over 
Her M~iesty's Colony of New Zealand m1cl its dependencies ancl Vice-Admiral of the same for and on 
behalf of the said Colony of the first part His Excellency Sir Hercules Robinson a Knight Commander of 
the most distingt~ishecl Order of St. Michael and St. George the Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and 
over Her Mn:jesty's Colony of New South Wales ancl its dependencies and Vice-Admiral of the same for 

Tcstalum. and on behalf of the said Colony of the second part and '.!.'he Eastern Extension Australasia and Chirnt 
Telegraph Company Limited of the third part · Witness tlrnt for the considerations herein appearing the 
sitid .George Augustus Constantine Marquis of N ormanby for himself separately and his successors in 
office Governors and Commanders.-in-Cbicf for, the time being in and over the said Colony of New 
Zealand and its dependencies and not for the sitid Sir Hercules Robinson and his successors in office 

, Doth hereby for and on behalf of the r;ame Colony so far as the agreements hereinafter contained aro to be 
observed and ·performed on the part of the Governor or the Government of New Zealand Auel the said 
Sir Hercules Robinson for himself separately and his successors in office Governors and Comnmndors-in
Chief for the time being in and over the said Colony of New South Wales and not for the said George 
Augustus Constantine Marquis of Normitnby and his successors in office Doth hereby for and on .beha1f 
of the same Colo.ny so far as the agreements hereinafter contained are to be observed and performed on. 
the part of the Governor or the Government of New South Wales agree with the 1:micl Company their 
successors and assigns And the said Company for themselves their successors and assigns do hereby so 
far as the agreements hereinafter contained are to be observed and performed on their part agree with the 
Governor or the Government of New Zeahtnd and his successors and the Governor or the Government of 
New South Wales imd his successors and ,tlso as a separate agreement with each of the s,tid Governors 
ancl his successors for· and on behalf of the.said respective Colonies separately in manner following that is 
to say 

Intcrprotation, 

Governors to 
a.utho'rize sul, 
mariof! cable to 
he lnill. between 
New Zealand 
nnd·Now Soutu 
Wales, 

1. In the construction of these presents the following words and expressions 1:1hitll mean mid 
include (unless such meaning slmll be inconsistent with the context) as follows "The Governor of New 
Zealand" means the. Governor for the time being of that Colony and includes also the Government for the 
time being of tlmt Colony "The Governor of New South "\Vitles" means the Govemor for the time being 
of that Colony and includes also the Govemment for the tin10 being of that Colony . " The Governors" 
mean the Governor of Now Zealand aucl the Governor of New South Wales "The Com1Jany" mean1:1 the 
said Comp,tny of the third part their successors and assigns " The said cable" means the cable hereinafter 
contracted to be laicl _and any cable or citbles which may be laicl in substitution thereof or in addition 
thereto Ancl whenever it is hereinafter agreed that the Governors shall do any act the meaning is 
hereby declared to be tlmt the Governor of New Zealand shall· be required to do · such act so far 
as such act ought to be clone in or in respect of or in rohttion to New Zealand ancJ. the Governor of 
New South "\Vales shall be required to do such act so far as such act ought to be clone in or m respect of 
or iu relation to New South Wales itncl that the Governor of New Zealand shitll not 'be liable for the not 
doing of imy. act which ought tci be clone in or in respect of or in relation to New South "\Vales or by the 
Governor of New South "\Vitlcs and that the Governor of New South Witles shall not be li:tblo for the 
not doing of any act which ought to be done in or in respect of or in relation to New Zealand or by tl10 
Governor of New Zealand but that each Governor slmll be fotble only for his own default and not for the 
default of the other. 

_ 2. The Governors shall permit the Compttny to lay it submarine telegraph citble between New 
Zealand and Sydney in the said Colony of New South "\Vales the terminal point in New Zeitlancl to bo 
on the coast of Blind Bay or Golden Ba,y a,nd the terminal point itt Sydney to be the telegra.ph station 
there. 

fo".:':rc~~YJ~~';1~ 3. '.!.'he ComJJ,tny slrnll within fourteen clays after the clay of the d,ttc of these presents or within 
~
0
bt~:,:.'t~~~~i~~ st~ch further time as shall be approved b}'.' the Governors obtain ri, boni't jicle contract to _l]e entered into 

ofcah!e. with them by some competent ttnd responsible person or persons or Company or Compamcs to make a,ncl 
construct it suitable submarine c:tblc to· be _laid between the siticl termimtl points according to such :t 
spccific:ttiou pitttem or·. design as slmll luwo been or shall be itpprovcd in writing on bclrnlf of the 
Governors or·onc of them and slmll as soon as shall be practicable produce the tmicl contract to the solicitors 
i 11 England of th~ Govcmors fo:r inspection, 

4. 
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4. On or before the thirtieth day of April one thousand eight hundred and seventy-six the Com- Cob'fpa,:,?ht01la,. 
pany shall properly lay the said cable between the said terminal points and erect and provide the stations ~1~ce:s:~:;, ;~,pli- · 
operators cler~s appar~tus instrum~nts appliances and materials necessar.y for the proper and c01_1ti!1uous ~~z~s.:;;,~ ~~r 
use and effective workmg of the said cable and shall open and use the said cable for the. transm1ss10n of public use betoro 

messages through the same but if the laying the said cable shall be delayed by causes over wl:iich the Com- ~~t~"~'l':;\~J876 

pany shall have no control the time.within which the same is to be laid as aforesaid shall be extended to time. 
such further time as the Governors shall in their absolute discretion determine to be just and reasonable. 

· 5. From time to time and a,t all times after the said cable shall have been opened for the transmis- ~~{:;P~Y~0 !me~ 
sion 0£ messages and while any subsidies or subsidy shall be payable by the said Governments or either of ropafr. c. m goo 
them the Company shall keep open and use the same for such purpose and keep and maintain the same in 
good working order and condition and properly suppli,ed with all such operators clerks apparatus instru--
ments appliances and materials as shall be requisite or necessary for the proper ancl regular use and 
wo~·king of the said cable and shall for the purposes in this clause mentioned provide and keep properly And to provido 
equipped :i,nd ready for use a s1;1itable steam-vessel which when no~ in use fo: the· s~me purposes shall be ;;,d.!~~ ;,~:;i;; 
kept stationed at some port m New Zealand or at some port m Australia not situated nearer to the. 
equator than the Port of Brisbane but if such vessel shall not be in use or required for such purposes the 
Company shall be at liberty to send the same to repair their Tasmanian cable if necessary. . 

6. The Governors respectively shall afford to the Company all proper and reasonable facilities to G_overn~r_s to _ 
enable the Company to lay the said cable and to keep the same in repair and to acquire any land neces- f~;!;~~1~1~~i~J 
sarv for their terminal stations in the respective Colonies and in the event of the Governors having at land For termi-
th ~ t" d" l l . . . 1 d b . 1 d . t "t bl " h th na! stations eir respec 1ve rnposa anc m possess10n an snot emg au ma own sm a e 1or sue purpose e · 
Governors respectively shall and will make a free grant thereof to the Company. 

7. Before the time hereinbefore appointed for opening th,e said cable the GovernorofNew Zealand ~0 ';"'
0J"tNcw 

shall cause to be constructed such land line or lines of telegraph wires as _it shall be necessary to construct st~~!t~ uec~s1~~; 

to enable messages to be transmitted from the said terminal station of the said cable in New Zealand to ~~~d /,ii;:r!~~ ~r 
and over the existing system of telegraph wires in that Colony and the Governor of New South Wales New south . 
shall afford to the Company the necessary facilities for enabling the Company to carry their wires into the i~:1~~ ii':, permit 
Telegraph Station at Sydney and the Governors respectively shall provide such operators clerks apparatus )t;f1°d iii!/ 
instruments appliances and materials as shall be requisite or necessary for enabling messages which are Y ney ice. 

to be· or have been transmitted through the said cable to be transmitted over the telegraph systems of 
New Zealand and New South Wales respectively. 

8. With a -view to the more speedy transfer and transmission of messages the Governors respectively ~overnors to 
shall until the said subsidy shall cease to be payable and for a period of ten years afterwards- and for fi1:•;i.~~':~,;',,~;, 
so long thereafter as the tariff shall not be in excess of the charges mentioned in clause No. 11 of these in t\e

0
GJ:vemt 

presents give to the Company accommodation in their Telegraph Stations respectively at the terminal ~~
0
te1wi~';1"' 

points of the said cable which the Company shall use for the transmission of messages through the said points. 
cable. · 

9. · The Governors respectively shall until the said subsidy shall cease to be payl),ble and for a period Govemoiis to 
of ten years afterwards cause the said cable and the telegraph instruments of the Company and. all new ?!~tr°u~~";[;w~~
screws shafts boilers piston-rods or tanks which the Company may send out to the said Colonies respect- }0 be c°litcd 
ively for use in the said steam-vessel to be relieved from Custom duties and the said vessel to be exempt d~:;:,s ~!a

0
e;,s~cl 

~rom all port dues in the Colonies respectively when engaged solely in carrying out the purposes m~ntioned }~0~ J~:tJi~~!l.· 
m clause No. 5 of these presents and such vessel shall always be on a not less favourable footmg than ·· -
other vessels. · 

10. The Company shall at all times hereafter give priority in transmission through the said 'cable !;1~~!!~:~~tho,vo 
to all messages sent by Her Majesty the Queen or the Governors or the Governors of any Australian priority. 
Colony respectively or any department or official (as such) of the Government of Her Majesty or of the 
Colony of New Zealand or of any-Australian Colony respectively. . · · 

11. The Company shall not during the continuance of the subsidies hereinafter firstly mentioned T~riff. 
respectively make any·charge for the transmission of messages through the said cable exceeding seven 
shillings and sixpence for a message not exceeding ten words and ninepence for every additional word. 
(the names and addresses of the sender and addressee being counted as part of the message) and shall 
reduce the said charge to a charge not exceeding five shillings for every message not exceeding ten words 
and eixpence for every additional word in either of the following cases that is to say in case during any 
period of six· calendar months the average number of messages delivered or forwarded· for trans'missiou 
through the said cable shall haYe amounted to two hundred per day excluding Sundays in which case the· 
said reduction shall commence from and after the expiration of such six calendar months but i£ the average 
number of messages after having ·amounted to such an average 0£ two hundred per day as aforesaid shall· 
again fall for a period of six calendar months below such average then the said reduction shall cease until 
the said average shall be again reached when the said reduction shall again take place and so on from time 
to time Or in case the Governors or either of ·them shall at any time or from time to time deliver any 
notices or notice whereby they or he shall agree to make payment for the period menti'oned in such noticea 
or notice to the Company for the number by which the messages actually delivered or forwarded for trans
mission through the said cable during such period shall fall short of an average number of two hundred 
messages per day excluding Sundays during the period ~entioned in such notices ,or notice the Company 
being nevertheless entitled to the foll benefit of the moneys received for transmission of messages through 
the said cable i£ the average number of messages per day exduding Sund·ays shall during such period. 
exceed two hundred. 

12. The Governors respectively shall during the continuance of the said subsidies respectively Uuctirecteu b 

11 .,, . . b N S h W l d N Z 1 d d . A b messages to e cause a messages wr transm1ss1on etween ew out a es an ew ea an an vice versa to e sent over the.· 
·sent through the said cable unless otherwise directed and all messages for transmission beyond the said ~0;f pany's · ·1 

Colonies not otherwise direqted to be sent by the sender to be transmitted over the telegraph system of > em: 
the Company so far as the same can be used and if the same be in good working order and shall at all 
times hereafter afford to the Company similar advantages to those (if any) afforded to any other Company 
of allowing the route of a message to be indicated therein by the words "via Darwin" or like word.11 
without any charge for the same. · · · 

'1 162-E 13_ 
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g,ovo~:[!~~1 13. The Governors respectively shall not make any terminal charge or make any charge for any 
ch~orch~rges message transmitted over the lines of telegraph belonging to the said Colonies. respectively to or from the 
~ie~~d oromary said cable in excess of the lowest ordinary rates according to the character of the message so long as 

the said subsidies respectively shall continue to· be· payable nor after the said subsidies respectively shall 
have ceased to be payable so long as the Company shall not increase their rates beyond the rates charge
able as herein before mentioned And so long as the said subsidies respectively shall continue to be payable 
the Governor of New South Wales shall cause New Zealand messages to or from Darwin to be trans
mitted from or to Sydney at rates not exceeding the rates charged for messages between Melbourne and. 
Darwin. 

:;:dl~":i}°pay 14. If the Company shall perform their undertaking contained in the 3rd clause of these presents 
.£7,5000.year. and if the said cable shall be laid and completed and opened for use before the 80th day of April 1876 or 

within such extended time as aforesaid the Governor, of New Zealand shall pay to the Company a subsidy 
of Five thousand pounds and the Governor of New South Wales shall pay to the Company a subsidy of 
'.j\vo thousand five hundred pounds respectively during a period of ten years to be computed from the day 

. when the said cable shall be completed and shall be actually opened and used for the transmission of 
messages such subsidies to be respectiveJy payable by equal quarterly payments at the Treasuries of t11e 
said Colonies respectively the first quarterly payment whereof respectively shall be made at the expiration 
of three calendar months after the day from which the said subsidies respectively shall .have commenced 
to be payable the said subsidies respectively nevertheless to be subject to reduction or determination as 

•· 

Subsidies to be 
free of tn.xes. 

hereinafter mentioned. · . · 
15. The Governors respectively shall from time to time pay to the Company in addition to the 

said subsidies so long as the same shall be payable respectively such sums as will be sufficient to recoup to 
the Company any taxes parliamentary or otherwise which they shall pay in the said Colonies respectively. 

In w:h~t oaao b · 16. Provided always that if at any time or from time to time the said cab] e shall not be in good 
•ubB1dios may e ki d d d'ti d fi · d b f d · f · d ·,teduoed. wm· ng or er an con 1 on an open or use any ay or num er o ays m excess o an aggregate per10 

of ninety days in any one year computed from the day on which the said subsidies respectively shnll 
commence to be payable as aforesaid the Governors respectively shall and may from time to time deduct 
from any moneys payable by the Governors respectively to the Company a proportinate part of the said 
subsiaies respectively for and in respect of each and every day so in excess of the said aggregate period of 
ninety days during which the said cable shall not be in good working order and condition and open for use 
until the said cable shall be in good working order and condition and open for use or until the said subsidies 
respectively shall be determined under the.next clause of these presents it being nevertheless agreed that 
if the Company shall be able at any time or from time to time to satisfy the Governors that the 
repair of the said cable could not have been reaso:p.ably effected and completed within the said period of 
ninety days on account of causes over which the Company shall have had no control the said aggregate of 
ninety days shall on the occasion in question be extended to such an aggregate period as the' Governors 
shall determine to be just and reasonable Provided nevertheless that any such extension of time. shall 
not entitle the Company to payment of any subsidy in excess of the said period of ninety days 'if. in con
sequence of the said cable continuing to be not in good wor1ring order and c01;1dition a:p.d open for use the 

. said subsidies shall cease to be payable as in the·next clause of these presents mentioned. 
· .In whatcaso 17. Provided-also that if at any time .or times the said cable shall not be in good working order 

~~:,::i•~:o.ybe and condition and open for use for and during any continuous period of one hundred and eighty-three 
· days or any such extended period as hereinafter mentioned as the case may be it shall be lawful for each 

or either of the Governors at any time thereafter by notice in writing to be delivered to the Compauy·in 
Londqn to determine and put an.end to the Contract hereby made so far as regards the Colony by whose 
Governor the notice is· given and the subsidy payable by that Colony and the provisions herein contained 
which are conditional on the subsistence of the Company's right to the same subsidy in which case the 
said subsidy shall cease .to be payable it being hereby agreed and declared that if the Company can satisfy 
the Chief Justice of either of the said Colonies if ·both Governors shall so give notice or of the Colony 
who~e Governor. shall s? give n~~ce that the, Company have been. and are. maki~g aU ~easonable efforts to 
repair or replace the. said cable ,Without delay and he .shall determme that .the said penod of one hundred 
.and eighty-three days ought.under the circumstances to be extended then the said period of one hundre~ 

. and eighty.-three days shall:be extended to such a period as the said Chief -Justice.shall determine and if 
the Company can satisfy the said Chief Justice that any new cable which the Company may have obtained 
to replace the said cable has .been lost or damaged in transit and the said Chief Justice shall determine 
.that the said period of oi;ie hundred and eighty-three days ought in consequence to be further extended 
then the said period shall be further extended to such·a period as the said Chief. Justice shall determine 
It being nevertheless expressly agreed and declared that the Company shall not be entitled to or allowed 
under any circumstances any.extension of the said period or one hundred and eighty-three days so as to 
make up in the whole a period in excess of eighteen calendar months And it being further agreed that 
in the event of the Contracts hereby made and the said subsidies or either of them being so determined 
and put an end to as aforesaid the Company shall have and retain thei1• property in New Zealand and New 
South Wales respec.tively with all such similar rights of working and using the said cable and repairing 
the same as they would have had and been entitled to if the Company had laid the said cable with the 
·approval of the Governors without any provision having been made for payment of any subsidy by the 
Governors or either of them to the Company and that while the Company shall duly observe and perform 
all the provisions and agreements herein contained on their part to be observed and performed which are 
not conditional on the subsistence of their right to a subsidy they shall retain all other rights hereby 
granted to .them which are not conditional on the subsistence of their right to a subsidy. 

IC Now Zealand 18. The Company shall reduce their charges for messages over their lines and cables as hereinafter 
~d Amtralian mentioned if .the Governors and the respective Governors for the time being of the other Australian 
~:"t!~~i'.tles Colonies or any of them shall enter or be ready and willing and offer to enter into an agreement or agree
fr .£20/l?o o.year ments with the Company for the,ayment to the Company in addition to any other subsidy payable under 
t:' ~m;ti;e these presents of an aggregate o subsidies amounting to twenty thousanq. pounds per annum payable 
=~~ bo .quarterly during a period of ten years at the respective Treasuries of the Colonies free. of income or 

propercy .tax (if any pay!l'ble) in the Colonies respectively such subsidies nevertheless being. subject to. be 
reduced (pro. rata if necessary). by one hundred pounds per · annuni for or in respect of every one 

· · · · hundred 

.. 

, 
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hundred messages beyond thirty thousand messages which shall be transmitted in any year to be com
puted from the day from which the said subsidies shall commence to be payable and the said subsidies 
being also nevertheless subject to suspension or determination as hereinafter mention·ed. 

19. During the continuance of the subsidies in the last preceding clause mention!)d the Company- How tariff to be 
shall not in the event last aforesaid make any charge fol' the transmission of such messages as hereinafter reduced. 
mentioned in.excess of the charges hereinafter mentioned, that is to say-For a message not exceeding ten 
words to or from Port Darwin from or to London sixty shillings and six shillings for each additional word 
the names and addresses of the sender and addressee thereof being counted as part of the message For a 
like message to or from Port Darwin from or to Java twenty shillings and two shillings for each additional 
word in addition to any terminal or transit charges of the Governments of the respective countries at 
which the message shall have to be delivered or through which it ·shall have to be transmitted For a 
like message to or from Port Darwin from or to Singapore India or Penang thirty shillings and three 
shillings for each additional word in addition to any such terminal or transit charges as aforesaid And 
for a like message to or from Port Darwin from or to Hong Kong sixty shillings and six shillings for each 
additional word in addition to any such terminal or transit charges as aforesaid And in case the rates 
the Company may have-to pay for transmission of a message between Madras and London shall at any 
time or from time to time be reduced more than one shilling below the rate of one pound seven. shillings 
including the charges made by the Indian Government then during the continuance of such reduction 
the rate above mentioned £or a message to or from Port ::t;)arwin from or to London shall be reduced to 
the extent of ~uch reduction beyond the one shilling and if at any time the rate the Company may have 
to pay for transmission of a message between Madras and London shall be increased beyond the present 
rate the Company shall be at liberty to determine ,and put an end to the arrangement as to reduced rates 
in ·this clause mentioned in which case the said subsidies amounting to twenty thousand pounds shall 
cease to be payable. 

20. The Company shall in the event mentioned in clause No. 18 of these pres'ents from time to col!'panytokeep 

time and at all times after the said last-mentioned subsidy shall commence to be and so long as the same ~~';.fh c~F1t~rt 
shall be payable keep open and use for the transmission of messages all the lines of cable or telegraph Danyin in good 
wire belonging to or worked by them between any of the places in the last preceding clause mentioned repair. 

except between Singapore and Hong Kong and shall keep and maintain the same in good working order 
and condition and properly supplied with all such operl!-tors clerks apparatus instruments appliances and 
materials as shall be requisite or necessary for the proper and regular use and working of the same. 

21. Provided_ always that if at any time or from time to time any of the lines of cable or telegraph In W?'!t ease 
wire between the p_laces in clau~e No. 19 of these p_r~sents mentioned except between ,Singapore and Hong £1i~~o•~Y 
Kong shall not be m good workmg. order and condit10n and open for use so as to enable any of such mes- be reduced. 
sages as in the same clause mentioned to be transmitted for any day or number of days in exc.ess of an 
aggregate pi;riod of thirty days in any one year computed from the day on which the said last-mentioned 
subsidies shall commence to be payable the Governors of the Colonies liable to pay the same or any or 
either of them shall and may from time to time deduct from any moneys payable by such Governors 
respectively to the Company a proportionate -part of the subsidy payable by such Governors respectively 
for and in respect of each day or days so in excess of the· said aggregate period of thirty days during 
which any of the same lines of cable or telegraph wire shall not be in good working order and condition 
and open £or use until the said cable shall be in good working order and condition and open for use or 
until the said subsidy shall be determined under the next clause of these presents. . 

22. Provided also that if at any time or times any of the said lines of cable or telegraph wire In w?'!t case 

· between the places in clause No. 19 of these presents mentioned except between Singapore and Hong Kong £1i8iii~~~Y be 
· shall not be in good working order and condition· and open for use so as to enable any of such messages as det~rminable. 

in the same clause mentioned to be transmitted for and during any continuous period of one hundred and 
eighty-three. days or any such extended period as hereinafter mentioned as the case may be it shall and 
may be lawful for the Governors or either of them or the Governors of the other Australian Colonies or 
any of them or any of such Governors at any time thereafter or from time to time by notice in writing 
delivered to the Company in London to determine and put an end to the agreement for the payment of 
the said last-mentioned subsidies in which case the same shall cease to be payable it being hereby agreed 
and declared that if the Company can satisfy the Governors or Governor giving the said last-mentioned 
notice that all reasonable efforts to repair or replace without delay the line of cable or telegraph wire 
which shall then be out of repair have been and are being made then the said period of one hundred and 
eighty-three days shall be extended to such a period as the Governors or Governor respectively gi~ng the 
said last-mentioned notice shall determi:q.e it being nevertheless expressly agreed and declared that the 
Company shall not be entitled to or be allowed under any circumstances any extension of the said last
mentioned period so as-to make up in the whole a period in excess of eighteen calendar months. . 

23. Any appointment approval inspection. notice or act 'which may have to be given made or done How noticeo&c. 

by the Governors or either of them or by or on behalf of the Governor of any of the Australian Colonies ~~:."i:i~:8°~rthe 
for any of the purposes of these presents may be given made or done by any person or persons from time Australian 

to time authorized by writing under hand to act on behalf of the Governor or Government or by the ~i;~~ent~~ 

Colonial Treasurer or Postmaster General for the time being of the Colony in question or by any person · 
or persons suthorized for the purpose under _the hand of such Colonial Treasurer or Postmaster General 
or by the Minister for the time being of the Colony in question having charge of telegraphs iri that Colony 
or by any person or persons authorized fol'. the purpose by the same Minister of New Zealand and New 
South vV ales respectively. 

24. The Company shall appoint a person in the said Colonies of New Zealand and New South How notices to 
'YiV ales respectively and ·also a person in each of the other Australian Colonies the Governor or Governors i~~';;:~~- on 

the 
of which shall agree to pay any subsidy to the Company upon whom any notice which may have to · be 
given to the Company and which is hereby not expressly pro,ided to be given to the Company in London 
may be served and in default of such appointment and of notice thereof being given to the Government 
of the Colony any such notice may be served on any operator clerk or officer of the Company in thE:l 
Colony on behalf of the Governor of which the notice may have to be served an<f any such service as 
aforesaid shall be deemed to be a good service upon the Company and take effect accordingly except in 
cases where service on the Company in London is provided for. 

25. 



36 

~ir~~;\?;~f;!f1~,
10 ·25. No inclividuttl personal 1·esponsibility shall be incurred by the Governors or by the Honorablc 

responsible. Sir Julius Vogel a Knight Comma,nclcr of the said Most Distingui~bed Order of Saint Michael and Saint 
' George or by Sir Daniel Cooper Baronet by :whom on behalf of the Governor of New Zealand and the 

·Governor of New South '\Vales respectively it is intended that these presents shall· be signerl or by any 
Governor of New Zea,la,nd or of any of the Australian Colonies in respect of any of the ma,tters aforcsn,id. 

In testimony whereof the said Sir Julius Vogel has signed the same in the name ::ufcl on behalf of 
the said George Augustus Constantine Marquis of N ormanby and the said Sir Daniel Cooper 
has signed these presents in the nn,me and on beha,lf of the said Sir Hercules Robinson and 
the Compa-ny have 11er'eu11to affixed their Common Seal. 

NORMANBY, 
· By Jur,rus VooEL, 

Postmaster General of New Zealand. 

HERCULES ROBINSON, 
By DANIEL COOI'ER, 

~ 
of the E.• astern) 

Extension 
Australasia and · 
China Telcgmph 

Compnny 
Limitccl 

Signed by the above-namecl George Augustus Constantine Marquis of Normanby by the :tbove
named Sir Julius Vogel and by the above-named Sir Hercules Robinson by Sir Daniel Cooper in the 
presence of-

J NO. MA.CKRELL, 
· Solicitor, 

21, Cannon-street . 

. The Common Seal of the Eastern Extension Australasia and China Telegra-ph. Company was affixecl 
in the presence of- · · 

JonN PENDER, Director (Chairman) .. 
GEORGE LYONS; Secretary. · 

, 
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CABLE CONFERENCE. 

MINUTES OF EVIDENOEo 

TUESDAY, 30 JA.NU.ARY, 1877. 

:1)3r£$£nt: 
New Soutli Wales : Tm;; HoNORATILE 'JORN RoTIERTSON. 

Trrn HoNORATILE ALEX. STUART. 
TnE HoNORATILE J. F. BuRNs. 

New Zealand: THE HONOR.A.TILE G. McLEAN. 
Queensland : 

South Australia : 

Tasmania: 
Victoria: 

THE HONOR.A.TILE SAMUEL w .A.LKER GRIFFITII. 
Trrn l;[oNORATILE CHARLES STUART MEIN. 
THE HoNORATILE Sm HENRY AYERS, K.C.M.G. 
THE HoNORATILE ETIENEZER w ARD. . 
THE HONOR.A.TILE JAMES WHYTE. 
Trrn HoNORATILE R. S. ANDERSON. 
THE HoNORATILE R. RAMSAY. 

Western Australia: THE I-lONORATILE MA'LCOLl\I FR.A.SEU. 

The Honorable JoHN RoBER'l'SON, Colonial Secretary, New South Wales, m the 
. Chair. 

Mr. William Gregor Taylor, -Superintendent and Electrician in charge of New Zealand Cable, called in 
and examined :-

1. Sir Henry Ayers.] Will you have the goodness, Mr. Taylor, to inform the Conference what is your Mr. w. G. 
opinion of the relative value of a cable to be laid from Singapore to Thurscfay Island, near Cape York, Taylor. 
and one from Singapore, south of the present line to a point somewhere near Port Darwin? Do you ~ 
mean that it should pass through the Strait of Suncla? 30 Jan., 1877. 
2. My object is to obtain your opinion of the relative value of the two routes, the one coming to Port 
Darwin by Banjoewangie; and the other to Thursday Island? I sl10ulcl say very strongly that a line 
coming to Port Darwin would be the most favourable ; first, as being shorter, and because the line south 
of Singapore is now in fair order. There is a fair sea approaching Banjoewangie, and from Banjoewangie 
to Port Darwin•the cable is in goocl order now. The greater portion of the first section.is in deep water, 
and from Banjoewangie to Port Darwin the sea is well known and has been surveyed; whereas a line 
from Singapore south of Macassar to Thursday Island would be too long a section to be worked in one 
piece. The sea to the south of Borneo and Macassar has a very coralline bottom with shallow water, and 
would be unfavourable for a cable. · 
3. M1·. Burns.] -What would be the difference in point of expense ? I am not prepared to answer that now. 
4. Can you give us the difference in the matter of distance ? I suppose about 800 miles. . · 
5. Sfr Henr;IJ A:vers.] Which line in your opinion would be the best as a duplicate line to Singapore, having . 
regard both to the longevity of the cable and the cost of construction and maintenance? A line from 
Singapore to Banjoewangie and Port Darwin would be the best of any line that could connect these two 
points, for the simple reason that any other line in any other direction must be in a coralline sea with 
shallow water, and through seas imperfectly surveyed. 
6. Have you any knowledge of the sea between Banjoewangie and the North-west Cape? None what
ever. There have never been any surveys there. 
7. ]1£,r. 10·aser.J The distance from Nicol Bay to Banjoewangie is about 800 knots? I think it is more 
than that. 
8. Mr. Mei1i.] I-lave you any practical knowledge of the waters you have referred to? Yes; five years 
ago I was electrician with the contractors, and was on board their ships while the cable was being laid, and 
last year I was sent in the steamer " Edinburgh" in charge of the work of repairing the cable by. the 
Eastern Extension Company. _ 
!J. And you have naturally directed your attention to that route? Yes. 
10. So that you are not competent to pass an opinion on the other route, not having examined it ? I feel 
that I mity form an opinion on the subject from the soundings thitt are given on the chart, from the surveys 
that have been made, and from my general knowledge of the nature of the seas among these islands. I 
have given my opinion from the observations I have made and from my general knowledge. _ 
11. ff[r. Ramsa1;-] I believe you were engaged in repairing a portion of the ca,ble on the occasion of the 
la,st break? Yes, we were engaged in repairing it from the 1st April to the 7th August. 
12. From the experience you have gained during that time, from the improvements effected, and from 
what yon lrnve seen of its working, do you think the present cable is likely to be durable? Yes, I think 
ii is likely to last much longer without .interruption than it has hitherto clone. It is less likely to be 

,x, 162-:U' injured 
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?.fr. W. G. injured by 1tbm8ion from the rocks; which was the cttuse of the break in April last, which occurred in 
Taylor. slrnllow w:itcr. ,Ve have now reversed the cable and laid it in the deepest water iwailable, and out of tl10 
~ reach of the 'cor::tlline reefs. 'l.'he present cable is a better one than the the fast, it is well laid down, and 
30 Jnn., 1877. we have taken various soundings which show that it is 011 a better bottom. I thiµk therefore it will last 

certainly more than five years before it breaks from abrasion ; there may be other sources of injury, but 
that was tlw cause of its breakage last time. · 
13. In the event of a second caple being laid from Port Darwin, do yon think a better line of route than 
the present could be_ found ? I don't think it is likely that a better route could be found. The line could 
not vary much-it must in any case be parallel to.the present line. - . · 
H,. Would it .not be better to keep to the north of these islands, Timor, Sumba, and Ealy ? I think not, _ 
from the fact thn,t even now changes are frequently occurring among them from · subterranean dis- . 
turbances. Besides, the line ivoulcl be longer, as it would have to wind through severn.l groups of ishnds, 
a numbe1• of which are active volcanoes, where the water woulcl be shallow, ana there would be greater 
danger of injury to the cable. - . 
15. I believe you have charge of the New Zealand cable? Yes, of the whole cable. 
16. Is that the same quality of cable as that which you would undertake to lay do"\\'.:n to Port Dnrwin ? 
Yes, it is the same weight and make, and capacity qf carriage. _ · . 
17. How long has that cable worked? Eleven mouths, and it is as sound as 'when it was laid down, and 
in better electricn,l condition. · 
18. A cable has better carrying caimcity in deep water, has it not? . Yes; . 
19. ]l:fr. Burns,] I suppose there :ire no means of avoiding coralline rocks in these seas ? No ; the best 
line for the cable has been selected. There is a: coralline sea neai· the coast of W estem Australia, and 
so little is known of it that it requires to be surveyed. 
20. Jli1·. Aiulerson.J Does not the quality of the sea for layiµg down a cable-that is to say, the character 
of the bottom-improve as you go further westward? I should think it must, because the water is 
deeper, and there is likely to be a softer bottom. 
21. Then 110 survey of this sea was made before you commenced to lay the Port Darwin cable ? Yes ; 
a series of observations had been made as fa1• east m! Rotti Island by the Dutch Government, and there 
were existing Adri1iralty suryeys. 
22. Was that done before the co:iitract was taken to lay tl1e cable? I think so ; the observations were 
taken, I belieYe, when the line was first projected, when the several routes were discussed, but I could not 
be certain. 
23. lJir. Ramsay.] Have you considered th_e route from Western Australia to the Keeling Islands :1llcl 
thence to Ceylon? Yes; I considered it when I read Mr. Robertson's circubr letter. 
24. Wlmt is your opinion of that route? I think it would be a very long and a very expensive route. 
25. li:l:r. Fmser.J Considering that the coast line from Western Australia would be 200 miles shorter than 
the other,· ta.king one at 1,099 miles and the other at 900, and taking into consideration the fact that th~ 
route starting from Shark's Bay would be in deep water almost immediately from the coast, and would be, 
as we have every 1·eason to believe, free from obstructing reefs, which line do you consider would be the 
most economica,l-that from Western Australia or the line from Banjoewangie to Port Darwin; the only 
alternative being a line from some point on the north-west coast of Australia to Java and Batavia. 
Wl1ich line do you think would be the most economical in construction, the easiest to maintain in repair, 
and the most secure? The shortest line, as it would effect a saving of 200 miles, would be more 
economical, and more easily worked. The maintenance wo.uld be the same in each case, ::LS far as the 
length of cable. is concerned. 'fhe shortest line would also possess the greatest advantages for com
munication. 
26. But the line from the north-west coast of Australia to Java and Bittavia would possess one great 
advnutage-it would do away with all interference from the Dutch line at .Java, and there would then be 
two lines.of cable entirely in the h:mds of Lonclon proprietaries: there would be that_ advantage. I am 
not aware of tho oxact distance from the north-west coast of Australia to Batavia; do you know ? It is, I 
believe 1,1'1,S miles. 
27. 1,148 miles from the north-west coast of Australia to Batavia, ancl 1,099 miles from Port Darwin to 
Banjoewangie? Yes, I_believe those are the distances shown on the charts. · 
28 . . Mr. Grijfitli.] Do you know anything of the seas extending from Coepang to the Gulf ·of Carpentaria 
and its shores ? Yes, from having sailed over them, ·and from the charts. ' 
29. Httve they all_been well sounded? Yes, well sounded. 
30. ·what sort of sea is it south of Timor going eastward ? From Timor for about 200 miles it contains 
coral reefs; after that there is a very good bottom, sand and mud all the way. 
31. The 200 miles of coralline sea is open to the same qbjection which npplies to the present route? Yes, 
there is a coral bank along it. 
32. And beyond that you think there is a good bottom ? Yes. 
33. As far as N ormanton? Yes. · · -
34; Supposing a line were made from Timor to Copang ancl to Queensland, then that would be the best 
route ? Yes, that would be the best water for a cable. . 
35. What is the sea like between Oopang and Banjoewangie? For some distance from Timor it would be 
necessary to go through a series of very small islands, where the bottom- is rocky.-
36. Is not that route very much the same as that adopted for the present cable ? Yes. 
37 . .A.n.d the sam~ kind of sed? Yes, except· near Copang, where the line would be adjacent to land for 
some distance off the north-west corner of 'rimor. · ' 
38. Is the di:fference in the bed of the sea appreciable between that and the present route~I aii1 speaking 
of the route from Copnng to Banjoewangie 1 No, there is not much di:fference ; if anything it is in favour 
of the present route ; the other would bring the cable into shallower water. 
39 .. Jib-.. Zi1·asei·.J I suppose if a line were laid from the north-west coast of Australia to Ceylon, by way of 
the Keeling Islands, it would be laid down in two parts ; tlmt would be more convenient than the clirect 
route? Yes. . 
40. Of the two lines-by Banjoewaugi to Java, and tl1e direct line from the north-west Cape to Batavia, 
which clo you think would possess the greatest advantages for good working? So little is knO)Vll of t110 
ocean bed between the north-west coast of Australia ancl the westerly point of Java that I could.hardly 
tell yon. · 
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41. I suppose you are aware that the heavy currents on the north-west coast only extend a certain distance Mr. W. G, 
from the laud, ancl clo not come within the direct line. That would be an advantage, as the cable would Taylor. 
be less liable to injury? 'l:here would not be much fea,r of injury to the cable, when it was once laid--'---on ~ 
a soft bottom it would be comparatively free from dangei·. 30 Jan., 1877. 
42. I~ there a soft bottom between Port Da,i•win an~ Ba,njoewangie ? It is some distance from it. You 
have the same coral reef bank, then you get into deep wa,ter, which lasts until you approa,ch Ban'joewangie, 

· when the water shallows _again. . 
43. I see it is sa,id here (refm·ring to papers) " With regard to the duration of cables no acfarnl experience 
exists, nor indeed will it be found uniform, as it must depend upon the surroundings in each incliviclua,l 
case. In the experience of the cable between Singa,pore and Australia, passing as it does through shallow 
and warm seas teeming with animal life, ancl judging from the experience we have hacl of the damage to which 
our present cable is exposed to attack froin insects, it is considered fair to estimate the duration of a cable 
in these seas at about fifteen years.'' I merely quote that to ask if you can give any opinion a,s to whethe.i: 
the conditions of the cable would be better if it were laid further to the westward, away from the cornl 

· line reef, which, I am given to understand, is destructive to it? From the appearance of the sea further 
to the westward, I should say the water was deeper ancl quieter. ' 
44. I have been informed that the water is much deeper and altogether free from coral reefs. Well, 
the route from Batavia to North-west Cape would be better for the cable, as it would last longer lying in 
deep water and on a soft bottom? Yes. · 
45. jJfr. Stuai·t.J That is, if the water is deeper; but you know nothing of it? No. 
46. Jl'fr. Griffith.] Supposing you proceeded to lay down a duplicate line from Banjoewangie to Port 
Darwin, how far would that line be from the present cable? .A.bout 20 miles south of the present cable. 
47. Would that be a sufficient distance to enable you to distinguish between the two lines in case of 
repairs being necessary? Y:es, I think I am, safe in saying it woulcl be quite sufficient. Ther\) are fom 
cables.across the Atlantic joining the same points. 
48. Would there not be clanger, if there were two lines laid down on the same route, of taking up a som1d 
cable instead of a broken one ? No, the lines would be too far apart for that. No snch danger is 
apprehended in connection with these Atlantic Cables a,ll belonging to one Compariy. 'l'bere are also 
two bet,veen Malta and Alexandria, two in 'the Reel Sea, be'sides a duplicate now being laid ,between 
Aden and Bombay . 
. 49. Your Company depend upon cables all the way from Australia to London, do they not? Yes, 
except across Java and India. 

· 50. Suppos_ing one of your cables broke, you have only a single line from Singapore to England? From 
Bombay to England the line belongs to the Ea,stern 'felegraph Company, who work amicably with us, 
and the lines are double from Aden to England; the double line is not quite finished from Bombay to 
Aden. · ' 
51. But in the event of interruption is there any other route? Yes, the Indo-Europen,n lines are 
available., . ' 
52. Jl1:r. MeLean.J If your line fail they will send a message for you by arrangement? Yes. · 
53. Then you have to depend upon other Companies? Yes, Companies with which we have a mutual 
working arrangement. 
54. JJ,fr . .Frasm·.J I understood you then to say that the Eastern Extension Company works co-operatively 
with the Eastern Company? Yes. . 
55. And tpat the Eastern Company work entirely with cables which go from Plymouth, Alexandria, Aden, 
and Bombn,y? Yes. 
56. And that this Company's cables haye been duplicated· between Aden and England, and are being 
doubled between Aden and Bombay? Yes. 
57. So that when this line is completed there will be a complete double communication from-Singapore to 
England by cable? Yes, when a line projected from Penang to. Rangoon is laid. · 
58. If it is carried out ? Yes. 
59. Then the chances of a complete stoppage are very remote? Yes. , 
60. And supposing a line were brought from Singapore. to the N. vV. Cape, that would of course_ effect a 
communication with the same system of telegraph lines, and there would be two distinct lines of com
munication right through? Right through froin Australia to Europe. 
61. M1·: Grijfitlt.] Are submarine cables liable to interruptio11 from other causes than abrasion by rocks? 
Yes, from a small :flexible insect, known as teredo, which is said to bore into the gutta-percha. 
62. Are they liable to disturbing influences from electric causes-from tln:mderstorms? No. 
63. Or from volcanic influences ? No, from nothing of the sort, n,s far as my experience goes. 
(>4 .. Has volcanic action in the vi~inity of a, cable ever been known to affect it ? ·Not that I am aware of. 
65. Mr. Stitcwt.] Are you a practical telegraphist? Yes. 
66. I mean specia,lly in respect to cons,truction? Yes. I have been engaged in the construction of the 
Atlantic cable. I was for some years in the service of the construction Oompa,ny who made the Atlantic 
ancl all the Eastern cables, ancl afterwards was engttged in simihtr work for the Eastern:,Company. nfy 
position here is that of superintendent in clmrge of the New Zealand section and of the Eastern 
Extension Company's ·mtble. 
67. 111:1'. -.Ramsay.] Another route has been mentionecl in Melbourne a,ncl submitted to the Chamber of 
Commerce there-from West Australia to the Mauritius ; have you co1JSidered that route ? Yes. I 
have seen plans of it, but I think it is impracticable; it is too long a section to work with any degree of 
accuracy; it is about 3,000 miles. 
68. Ml' . .Anderson.] Th;it is not longer tlmn some of the American cables? The longest section of 
American cable is under 2,400 miles, from Brest in France to St. Pierre iii the Gulf of St. Lawrence. 
69. Mr. Ramsay.] Are you aware of any action that has been initiated for the establishment of a line of 
telegraph between the nfauritius and Aden? I am not. I know it was spoken of some time ago. 
70. ls there any immediate probabi_lity' of its construction? I think not. 
71. Mi·. Fraser.] I have heard that in the Cape Colony it motion has been set on foot to obtain direct 
comnmnication between the Cape and St. Helenn,, ancl Ascension Islands? It was discussed about three 
years ago, but I have heard nothing of it since. They- were anxious for it at that time, ancl applied to 

, the Home Government to assist them; but that was refused, and the matter £ell through. 
72. And a further extension from the Cape to the Mauritius was included iri the proposal? Yes. 

73. 
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· Mr. W. G. 73. In such a case a line fro111 )Vest Australia to the l\famitius would secure complete connnuuication 
Taylor. to Europe via the Cape, apart from the line to theso islands? Yos, if' that line were constructed. 
~ 7,1 . .A.re you of opinion that it would bo practicn ble to carry out that line? It woulcl be most difficult. 

30 Jnn., 1877. 75. It is not longer than from Amet·ica to England? Yes, it is ; 1,800 miles is the greatest length of 
cable from America to British shores-from Valentia to Trinity Bay Newfoundland. 

· 7G. And you are distinctly of opinion that a continuous line of 3,000 miles would he impracticable with 
present appliances? Not impracticable, but difficult. 
77. M·. Burns.] You would not rely upon the working of a line of that length? No; it would be more 
difficult to ~York and moro expensive; it would be much better to be interrupted at some point. 
78 . .1J1:r. JlicLean.~ Have you any ]mowledge of the working of the present line, from Singapore to 
Banjoewangie ? Yes. 
79. Which is the worst portion of that line? The Dutch line from Batavia to Banjoewangio. 
80. That. would be entirely avoided by laying a cable from Singapore to Banjoewangie? Yes. 
si. Do you apprehend any difficulty in layii1g down a line from those points ? No. . 
82. What appliances have yon at present for repairing the cable in case of a break between these points ? 

•A vessel fully equipped for cable work is always laying at Singapore when not required elsewhere. 
83. Would not the same appliances be.more effective for repairs on a double line than on.a single line? 
No, they would be equally available. 
84. W oulcl not the shorter distances from point to point render them more effective for repairing ? No, 
because the vessel i;,teams to a certain point marked on the chart where the repair is effected. 
85. Mr. Mein.] Would your Company have any difficulty in e~tablishing a line between Sourabaya and 
Copang and '.I.'orres Straits? I presume not ; the only difficulty would be that it would be liable to 

· interruption. 
SG. That difficulty would apply to both sections ? Yes. 

· 87. Would there be any difficulty first in constructing and then in maintaining in working orcler a lino 
between those po~nts ? No, I clo not see any difficulty. 
88. And the appliances you possess for repairs would be as effective and convenient for that line as for 
any other? Yes, except that there might be more work for one vessel. 
89. 11:fr. Ra111sa.1/-] ·wlrn,t better provision have you now for keeping the present line in working order than 
you had when the last breakage occurred? None; we have just the same provision-two vessels. 
90. How long was the cable out of use·at that time? From April 2,.Lth to August 7th, which was a most 
unfortunate period, as at that time there were three sections of the Company's cables down. 
!Jl. I wish to know wheth()r you are in a better po~ition now for keeping the line in good working order 
than you were then? No ; we are exactly in the same position that we were in a year ago when the last 
break occurred. 

· 92. Then the same thing might occur again at any time, ancl commupication be·iuteri·upted for throe or 
' four months? Yes ; it is possible, certainly. · 

93. M·. Gr{ffitlt.] Do you know how far :ipart from each other are tho Atlantic cables b~longing to the 
same Company ? No, I do no~. , 
94. What would be the cost of keeping an extr'.1- vessel at Port Darwin, besides the one at Sing:iporo? 
'.l'he "Edinburgh" when in port costs us about £500 a month for crew ancl port charges, with the cost of 
aclclitional hands when she goes to sea; and then there is a percentage _on the value of the policy of 
insurance. 
95. What is your own opinion-that it would be cheaper to keep a second vessel at Port D:mvin, or to 
subsidize another 1ine? That would clepend upon whether the vessel was frequently required at sea. 
The expenses in port would be £G,000 a year, but it would be more when she went out to sea. 
!JG. )Vhat woulcl be the aclclitimml cost of each trip? That. would clepend .entirely upon the length of 
the trip. . 
!J7. What woulcl be the cost of a cable from Banjoewangie to Port Darwin? I am not empowered to 
make any estimate beyon:cl the figures given in our Clmirman's circular. 
!JS. The cost of the ship stationecl at Singapore, you say, is £500 a month? Yes, about that when lying 
in port; _I cannot give you a very_ close estimate._ 

Mr. Samuel Knevett,· Agent for Eastern Extension Telegraph Company, called in mid examined:
Mr. Samuel !l9. Mr. lt}aser.] I wish to kno,v, Mr. Knevett, if you can give me any information with reference to a 

Knovett. proposif.011 submittecl I believe by your Company. Mr. Barlee, who was Colonial Secretary in 1,V astern 
.---'--, Austra1ia, writing to Governor Robinson says :-" With the Chairman of the Eastern Extension Company, 

30 Jnn., 1877. and with Colonel Glover, R.E., the Managing Director, I have had interviews, ancl I am in a position to 
· ::my that a scheme in every way beneficial to Western Australia will in the course of a few days be sub

mittecl by the Companr. That scheme is roughly as follows ::-To lay one cable f~om Singapore to Banjoo
wano-ie, and a second from thence to the north-west Cape 111 Western Australm. These cables to bo 
worked by the present staff of the Company, and with no foreign interference in the transmission .of 
messages. The cost of these cables is estimated at £400,000, and the Company argue with some reason, 
that as the business transacted by the cables now in operation is not sufficient to keep the staff at work 
more than two hours a day, and does not pay, it is only reasonable that if the Australian Colonies fosist 
011 the luxury of a second cable they should contribute towards the cost of it. It is therefore proposed 
th:it the interest on £400,000 to be raised in England, should be guaranteed by the ·Australian Colonies, 
with such additioIJ. as may be needed for a sinking fund for (say) a period of fifteen years. · The Company 
could not raise this money in England (so they say) on their own responsibility under G per cent., but I 
pointed out that if the Colonies are asked to guarantee the interest, that guarantee would ensure the 
raising the money at 4 per cent. Assume that £30,000 per annum be required. Such sum· dividccl 
amono- the sm·eral Col.onies in proportion to their population woulcl be no heavy burden on any Colony, 
ancl "'."oulcl certainly fall lightly on W astern Australia. The Company contemplate that the cables could he 
ready for work at the expiration of one year from the date on which a contract was signec;l." I have road 
that letter with the object of asking you whether the Com1)any have accepted_ the proposition. I want to 
learn if possible whether this proposal has been put in definite form? · I think not. Colonel GloYot· told 
me he bacl seen Mr. Barlee, but I think nothing came of it, except the proposition which the Company 
had already made to lay clown a cable for £5<.1,0,000. 

100. 
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100. This letter is dated 31st August, 1876 ? 
dum on the subject. , 

Yes, but since then there has been Mr. Pender's memoran- Mr. Samuel 
Kne,ett. 

101. But nothing furthe1: on these two points? Nothing. 
102. Mi·. Ward.] Do you know a,nything personally o~ the working of the ca,b]e to Singa,pore _? 

____.,__ 
30 Jau., 1877. No. 

Captain Audley Coote, representative of Messrs. Siemens Brothers and of the Inda-Australian Telegmph Captain A. 
Company, called in and examinecl :- Coote. 

103 . .iJi?·. 21.fein.] I believe, Captain Coote, you are the representative of a Company interestecl in the 3~7. 
establishment of telegraphic communication between Europe a,ncl· the Colonies? Yes, the Inclo-Australian ' 
Telegraph Company. , · 
104. Have you directecl your attention to cluplicate telegraph communication between Singapore and the 
Colonies ? I have. 
105. Have you considerecl the practicability of the different routes? Yes. 
106. What direction have yonr inquiries taken? Chiefly from the shores of Queensland to Singapore. , _ .. 
107. In what way? In interesting myself in the soundings, and in having always thought it to be the 
best route to take for a duplicate cable to connect Australia with Europe, provided it did not go up as far 
as Celebes. 
108. Have the seas there been sufficiently explored to enable you to say ::mthoritatively whether a line 
constructecl there would be practicable ? Yes. · . · 
109. In what direction ? Keeping south of Timar, starting from a point in Queensland, either N ormanton 
or Cape York, touching at Timar, ancl going through this passage (inclicatiny localities on map) known as 
the strait of Lombock to Singapore, between the Island of Borneo and Biliton Island. Captain Nares, 
of H.J\f.S. "Challenger," informecl me that the line shown on the map as a clotted line would pass over an 
exceedingly _cleep ancl uneven bottom, caused by the·waters· falling into a cleep gutter, and it is chiefly on 
that account I have suggested that the route south of Timar should be adopted. 
llO. Tlte Chairman.] Supposing a line were taken from Port Darwin it might go south of Timar? Yes. 
lll. Therefore the same line might be taken from Port Darwin that you would take from N ormanton ? 
Just the saine. 
ll2. Ancl what difference would there be in the length and value of the cable? About 700 miles. A 
line starting from Cape Yark would be about 550 miles longer than from Port Darwin. 
ll3. But what I want to find out is whether, for the purpose of laying down a line, there is anything in 
favour of Normanton, in Queensland, as against Port Darwin? Yes, there would be this advantage: we 
should keep away from a well-known coral bank and a well-known current, both of which would be 
injurious to the cable, and great care would have to be taken to keep to the north of that current in 
touching at Timar. · · 
ll4. Mr. Mein.] That current is likely to act injuriously to the cable? Yes. 
ll5 . .iJ1:r. G,,•fffitlt.J And you get a better route by Banjoew:angie or S<;mrabaya, south of Timar? Yes, we 
keep clear of the well-known coral bank and two well-known currents. . 
ll6. Mr. Mein.] -would the no:dhern routes be quite out of those currents? Yes. 
ll7. What :i,uthority have you from your Company-have you authority to cntei· into new contracts? 

· Yes. 
llS: Subject to their approval ? I have authority to make a binding contract. · 
.119 . .iJfr. Grijjitli.J Was that letter to Mr. Robertson written in accordance with the instructions of your 
Company ? Yes. 
120. And the terms therein specified :i,re the terms for which they arc willing to do the work inclicatecl in 
it? Yes. 
121. W oulcl it make any difference whether the cable touched a,t Banjoewangie or Sourabaya? None. 
122. Do you know anything of the seas along that route ? 1.iV e know that starting from the North-west 
Ca,pe we get into deep water, away fro111 the warm waters in the northern seas, and away from some of the 
currents ; and although it does not appear on this chart, the route we propose woulcl go from the North
west Cape through Lombock Strait ancl on to Singapore, and not from Batavia to Singapore. The 

. authorities in England would prefer to go this way. 
123. Will you point out where this current is? There are two currents (indicatiny positions on map). 
124. Your Companies have no cables in the Eastern seas at present, have they ? Only in the Persian 
Gulf. 
125. How far does your communication .extend from Singapore? It extends to Rangoon, in connection 
with the Government of India lines. 
126. Have you taken any steps to extend that communication? Yes, I hold a contract to construct a 
double wired line from Tevoi to Singapore. 
127. Is that line in course of construction? The surveys _are now being made. 
128. Under whose control will it be? Messrs. Siemens Brothers. 
129. Then you have no repairing ships in those seas at present? We have not; our repairing ship, the· 
" Faraday," is in the Atlantic. ' 
130. In the event of a contract being taken for the line you now propose, would you make it a part of the 
contract that a repairing ship should be kept in this sea? Yes. · 
131. For the terms specified? Yes. . 
132. Mr . .Fi·aser.] In your fourth proposition you say "By cable to be supplied, &cY I assume_ that that 
means a complete cable entirely separate from the existing communication between Singapore and 
Batavia ?, Yes. . . 
133. And you would go from the North-west Cape either through Lombocir Strait to Singapore? 1.iV e 
have considered that to be the best route; but we should have no objection to go to the right of this line and 
touch at Batavia. 
134,. That would be the most direct route? Yes. 
135. 1.iV ould there be any difference in the cost between the line through Lombock Strait and the other 
line, or woulcl you require an equal subsidy in each case? An equal subsidy. 
136. But I understood you tq, say that the route through Lombock Strait touching at Sourabaya, was the 
best? That is the opinion held by the authorities in London. 137. 
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Cnptnin A. 137. What is the line from Western Aust~·alia., vic1 Ceyl01i? It was suggestecl that the line should go 
Coote. from the North-west Cape to Ceylon, via Anjer. There might be some danger to the cable a,t the Cocos 

3~ 7 Islands. I have been informed that you can lo~k down from some shelving r0cks into a,n unfathomable 
nn., 1 

• ocem~. These·rocks are not more tlmn 300 y:1rds from the cocoanut trees. It was proposed tha,t the line 
should go'from the North-west Cape to Anjer or Ba.tavia, ·or thence to Ceylon. 
138. JJlr. lii·azel'.] ]false Point, in India, wa.s another alterna.tive lino tha,t would touch at Singa,pore? Yo~. 
139. That would complete a, continuous ca,blo from Australia to lndin? Yes. · 
140. That is to say, Austm1ia, would have ·a, continuous and independent communic:ttion with India,, which 
could not be interferecl with by a,ny other country? Yes, ·We could nmke 1000-mile connections, all the 
way from Australia,. . 
141. Mr. G1'ijfitlt.] What is the distance from Copang to C:tpe York? About 1000 miles. In eacl1 of 
those places there is a complete duplicate system froin the time a, me~s:.ige is received a,t :my oflico in 
Ausb:a,lia until it is received in England. ' , 
142. Ifave you English operators in en.eh country ? Yes, right through. 
H,3. Will you ·state shortly your route, starting from Rangoon? F1·0.m Rm1goon to Calcutta,, then to 
Kurruchee, thence to TeheraJ1 to 'L'iflis ; but between Kurrachee and Bushire there is a, ca,ble la.id down 

-.. -to duplicate the la.nd line of 'the Indo-Emopea,n Compa,ny. From 'l'iflis by the frontiers of Gernmny to 
Berlin, and thence to London. · 
H,4. Are your principals, the Inclo-Australia,n Telegra.ph Company, represented there? Yes, we have 
entered into an a.greement with the Indo-Emopea,n Company to a.How us a rebate of 40 1ier cent. upon 
all messages from Austmlia. 
145. That is a, permanent working armngement? Yes .. 
14G. lrfr. Mein.] Are the~e several proposa,ls which you make in connection with the subsidy dependent 
upon the present mte 'of charges, or are you preparell to allow the Colonies to fix their own rate of charges? 
·we would allow the Colonies to fix their own rate of charges. 
H,7. You would p1·efer to len,ve the rate 0£ clmrges to competition bet,veen the different Colonies? 
I would. · · 
148. Fixing a maximum charge, I suppose? Yes, we should be obliged to do tlmt. 
149. What mn,:rimum clmrge would you be prepared to fix? Os. a, word for ten words including address, 
which is the present rate. 

_ 150. On the terms you offer? On the terms we offer. 
151. President.] Yom Company has stated what they will lay down a, line for from Normantcin to 
Singa.pore. vVlmt will they do it for from Port Dm·win-woulcl it be more or less? Less. 
152. How much less? Vfe should require a, subsidy of £45,000 for a, cable from Port Darwin to 
Singa.pore. 
153. And how nnich from Normanton or Cape York? £50,000. 
15,1, That would make a difference of £5,000 ? Yes. 
155. M'I' . .ilfein.] The line from Cape York would be shorter, would not that make a, difference? There 
would be the difference in the cost of the ca.ble ; we should be prepared to allow that in the· subsidy. 
150. Then I understa.nd you tlmt the line from Cape York would be £,J,8,500? No, £49,000. Of 
comse the subsidies have not been ca.lcula,ted on the cost of tlmt cable. 
157. Sfr H. Ayers.] Are you a professionn,l electrician? I am not. 
158. l:Io_w have you obtained your knowledge of the bottom of the seas you have been describing? I 
lmve travelled over a grea.t part of them·, mul I have obtained the btest information respecting them from 
Capt. Nares, of H.M.S. "Cha.Hanger," who took lately the only souhdings ever ta.ken in those ·seas, 
showing the depth a.long this dotted line (indicating line on map). We know a,lmost a,s much of the 
soundings round a.ncl south of Timar a,s we do of the soundings fifty miles from.the Austmlian coast. 
159. ·will you state whether this information bas been obtained by you, or is derived from your own 
lmow~edge? It is not only derived from my own knowledge, but has been colle'cted by me from Ca.ptain 
Nares, the best authority I could obtain from the Admiralty in Engbnd, from the latest data., and from 
the charts giving the a.ctual soundings. 
160. But you have not taken soundings on board ca.ble ships yourself? No, I have not actually taken 
soundings. 
161. But you say you know the coral reef along this line ? Yes. 
1Ci2. And you stnte that there arc no coral reefs about Timar?, Yes, I know it from the clia.rb; made by 
the Admiralty oflicer sent down purpo!:iely to survey this very spot; from the information that gentleman 
has given me, a,ncl from the soundings actua.Uy ta.ken a,nd placed on the clrnrts--
1Ci3. You are getting a,miy from my question. You seemed to think there was a, coral reef here (inilicati'.11;17 
locality on map), on this lino from Port Da.rwin to Balijoewangie; was tlmt from your own kn~:nvleclge of 
the bottom? 'l'he soundings arc given on the chart, a,nd show the nature of the bottom. The present 
cable has been removed from that very coral bank to the sea, which I )mve told you is now clear or 
coral reefs. · 
1Ci4. J.lfr . .A'iUlerson.] The present cable is clear of the coral bank? Yes, l a.m given to unclorstand that 
it was on the eclge of the coral bank that it was broken, ancl that it.js now quite clear of it. 
1Ci5. JJii·. McLcan.l Your principals are connected with the cable across the Atlantic from Austrnlia to 
Americ:t? Yes, by the clirect United Sttites ca,ble a.ncl through America, by the vYostcrn Union Tclegmph 
system. 
lliCi. Ifavo they received any instructions to negotia.te for a line by Honolulu? Yes. 
1G7. '\Yhat is yom opinion of it? The1•e is nothing a.gainst it except the expense. 
1Ci8 .. But silpposing itll tl10se ~sla.nds should a.gree to a, subsidy, there would be no objection on the score 
of expense? None wha.tever, only the line is considerably longer than m:my persons in Australia, think 
it is. 'L'he a.ctual distance is somewhere about 7,500 miles, and tlrnt would requii'o a, length of cable over 
8,000 miles: the sections woulcl be cut in lengths of 1,000 miles. between Sm1 Priincisco and Honolulu 
m1el fiji. · 
1Ci9. They would ·not be longer tlmn other existing lines? No, there is nothing against it except 
i:ommerci111ly ; we should get nothing from Honolulu or :Fiji.· 
170, Have these questions been discussed by your Company? Yes. I have a.t the present moment the 
particulars of a subsidy for -laying down that cable. 
171. 1lh-. Grj'tfttli.] Arid wlmt subsidy do you think would be neceRsary to open that route? ,Yell, it 
would be at least double the pr~sent subsidy. 172. 
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172. Jlir. Stuart.] Arc you thinking of sta,rting from Austmfot? Yes. _ Captain A. 
173. ·why should you start from Al1stralia? Vv ell, the French Government have £8,000 ready as a Coote. 
subsidy for a li~1e from ~llstralia to N cw: Calcclonia; ancl although the outlay would not be very greut, 

3 
~

7
. 

we should reqmre a subsidy of £25,000 for that cable alone. O a ., 1 -
174. JJir. MaLean.] Well, you should get a subsidy from Honolulu and the other Islands, and I do not 
see why they should not give it for this line ? The Govermnent of Honolulu told me that they would 
give no subsidy, and the Postmaster General toldme the same. 
-175. But Sir Julius Vogel, who has ob_tained further information, states that they are very likely to give 
it? _ Then there would be no difficulty in constructing the line ; you· see we should only have to look for 
through messages from America. 
176. It would be to the advantage of your Company, because it would bring a great deal of traffic from 
New Zealand, as well as the Islands ? Yes; that is why we arc endeavouring to make urrangements with 
the Honolulu Government to land the first section on that island. 
177. M1·. G1·ijfith.] What woulcl be the longest section along that route? J!"rom Fiji to Honolulu; we 
have tried all we could to make these cables in 1000-mile sections, becuuse the cost of laying a cn,ble over 
1,000 miles is considerably more than for 1000 miles, and the cable is· more expensive. 
178. Have you uny knowledge of the sea through which the cable would pass along that route? No ; 
the Secretary to the Postul authorities has promised to send me the information. From what we know of 
it, it is an exceeclingly c1eep sea, and, as far as we could leurn from the "Tuscaroora," it is u good bottom, 
and when they got within about thirty miles of the shores of Queenshnd they reported that their leads 
dropped into a hole from 3,000 to 4,00Q fathoins deep. · 
179. And so far as you have ascertuinecl, there is quite as good a bo_ttom there as along the route by Java? 
Yes, a_s far as we have had experience of the deep seas, we lrnve generally found a soft bottom. · 
180. Mr .. llfaLean.] Have you any authority to lay a cable along that route? Oh yes, my authority is to 
obtain the best concessions I cuu, uncl to_ make u route between here uncl London -whichever wuy you wish 
it to go. · _ 
181. When you were in treaty to make the line from the Colonies to England in 1875, had you proper 
authority to carry out the agreement? Yes. . 
182. Because I -see there is u letter from Sir Julius Vogel, sfating that the urrangement fell through 
becuuse you were unable to carry out your agreement? That letter never reached· us, und there wus 
another letter which was handed ·in by special messengers to Sir Julius Vogel, which has not uppeared in 
the corresponence. . 
183. Have you that letter? I have. (Witness lwndecl in a letter. Viele Appendix A.) 
184 . .And you have looked over this printed corresponcle:µce und see no trace of these letters ? No trace 
whatever. 
185. Do you· l10ld full powers of attorney from your principals ?_ Yes, and' I have alwuys done so: 
186. Mr. Stitai·t.J I should like to know why that contract was not carried out? It was understood 
thut the cable should be put clown in a rcasonuble t.ime-in three months-and it wus neurly eighteen 
months before the three Governments agreed to do it. The instructions were so stringent tlrnt 1iot u 
single concession could be granted, uncl one ufternoon the conditions fell through, for the ni.oment only. 
In the New Zealand Act, ratifying the agreement, Sir Julius Vogel inserted. u cbuse authorizing the 
Governlnent of tlrnt Colony to consent to a cub le direct from New Zeabnd, und on the ~allowing morning 
we saw for the first time in the newspaper that a contract had been signed for u separate cable to 
Australia from N cw: Zealand with a clifierent Company. \Ve were surprised to see this in the morning 
newspaper, huving left Sir Julius Vogel overnight without receiving any intimution of it, und huving been 
prepared to lay clown the N cw Zeabnd cable separately ourselves. 
187. But, us I unclerstancl it, you entered into a memorandum of ugreement to construct a certmn line, 
subject to ratification by the Parliaments of the nrious Colonies. 1'hat ratification was given, and yet 
the contract with the Compuny which you represented foll through ? Yes. . 
188. Well, I want to know why it fell through? For this rcuson, tlmt at the moment the whole of the 
money wus provided for by u large combination of capitalists; but eighteen months afterwards, owing to 
complications in the money murket in Englund, thut money could not be supplied without certain 
concessions asked for from the representatives of the different Governments, that certain things were to 
be granted. Their instructions were not to grant them, and the agreement fell .through. 
189. Then clo I understand that the contract which you made on behalf of your principsls wus what nmy 
be' called a sort of sporting _offer-that is to suy, an offer to make u line provided all thinga remuinecl the 
same with regarcl to the money murket? No; the money was provided for. 
190. But there was nothing in your memorandum of agreement to limit the time to three months ? It 
wus unclerstoocl that the whole thing would be ratified in three months, and tlmt I should have_ to go to 
Englund by the next mail. · · 
191. But where several Governments hucl to be consulted in respect to the construction of a new line of 
telegraph it does not uppeur, to me at all events, reasonable to expect that everything coulcl be settlecl 
within three months? Yes ; this Parliument was in Session, uncl it was expected to be clone immediately; 
the Queensbnd Parliament was in Se~sion also, ancl Sir Julius Vogel left here with the unclerstandiug 
~hut it should be clone ut once. _ · . 
192. Now I come to the object I have endeavoured to urrive at by these 'preliminary questions. You 
now offer to put clown a certain cable for un annuul subsidy of £50,000, with a limifatiou of 6s. a word 
for the tariff of messages. Is thut un offer which would be subject to the upproml of the vurious 
Coloniul Purliaments, or is it an offer made in the sume way as the hst-un offer mucle with reference to 
the present cheup rate of money in England, which you might find it impossible to ct1,rry out if money 
becmne clearer ? · No, it is not. · · 
193. You see on the last occusion you sfatecl tlmt you Imel full power to bind your principuls, und yet 
when the different P:i:rliaments had ratified the contract it fell through becuuse the gentlemen who were 
purties to the agreement were no longer in a position to clo what they had offered to clo. I .wish therefore 
to know whether this offer is subject to t~e sume contingency, or whether it will sbnd uny reve~·se in the 
money murket ? Yes ; I um prepared to sign a binding contract. 
194. Was not tlmt the case on the bst occasion? It wus, but tlrn contmct was never signed. 
195. vV as not the ugreement us binding upon you us the contract ? Yes, but the ugreement was tlmt 
it should be carried out quickly. 

196. 
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Cnptain .A.. 1D6. Vv ell I w.mt to know whether thi1:1 offer i1:1 made to be citrried out quickly r Y ei:;. 
Coote. 197. What is to be the limit of tlrnt quickness? ·within twelve months. 
~ 198. Mr: Jl!.acl~an.J Then you considered that the non-fulfilment of an agreement·by the different Govcrn-

3o Jun., 1817. ments w1tl11n eighteen months was unreasonable? Yes. · 
190. JJ1r. Stuart.] We are to unclerstaucl then that on the first occasion you consiclerccl three months a 
reasonable time, ancl that now you think .twelve months reasonable? Yes. 
200. You ask a subsidy of £50,000 for this cable ? Yes. 
201. Has it occurred to you that if the combined Governments paid you this subsidy, they woulcl virtually 
SUJ)press the other Company ? 'fhey would get their share. 
202. Bi.it they would have to work against £50,Q00? Yes. , 
203. P1·csidcnt.J You said the Governments refused you a slight concession on the last contract, but you 
did not say what that concession was? I am not quite sure of the· exact concession asked for, it was 
merely an alteration of some of the terms of the agreement which was entered into. 
204. Then you clo not know whether it was a slight one or not? I liave always been given to unclerstancl 
that it was a very reasonable request; it was not a question of money at all; it was merely a question of 
landing Cijbles. 

NOTE (on i·evision) :-In answering the many questions put to me, I omitted to state that the Messrs. Siemens wished 
to bo nllowccl to land the cable 1tt Soumbaya, in Jiwa, instcnd of Cclobes, because no business wns to be expected from the 
latter pince, nncl asked the representntivcs to wnit for a few clays to allow of a telegram being sent to the Govel'llments 
intc!·estcd to allow this slight alteration. '.I.'his, it wns stated, wns useless, ns their instructions we1·e to keep them to the exnct 
ngreement; consequently for the moment negotiations stopped, but when leaving the reprcsontntives on that nftornoon 
the Messrs. Siemens tolcl tho representatives they were prepared to go on with the Now Zculancl cable nnd so nllow timo to 
telcgruph on. · 

I aITivccl in London twelve hours nftcrwards, when tho Messrs. Siemons nt once informed me thnt it,},·ns no fault of 
thei;·s ; thnt it appcnrcd to them tlmt they had been mudo a sort of "buffer" between tho Eastel'll Extension' Company nnd 
the New Zcalnnd representative. And Sir Daniel Cooper also told me ho prevented the competing Company from seeing Sir 
Julius Vogel for a whole day nt his private residence. However, it could not be prevented. '.I.'ho ·Messrs. Siemens knew 
nothing of this until the announcement wns made in the morning papers, ns the letters referred to yesterday hnd in some 
cxtraordinnry wny miscnrricd.-AUDLEY COOTE. 

P.S.-Some copies of the old powers I then held nro still in tho possession of Mr. Jno. Robcrtson.-A, C. 

APPENDIX A. 

l\fessrs. Siemens Brothers to The Coloniitl Secretary, Queensland. 

Sir 12, Q,ucen Anne's Gate, London S.vV.,,2,t .August, 1876. 
. ' In the printed papers relating to Telcgmph Cable negotiations headed "1876, _New Zcn_lancl," which lmve been 

forwnrclcd by the Government of Now Zealand to the Govornmonts of each of the Austmhan Colomes, wo find under No. 18 
the copy of a letter pm-porting to bo addressed to us by th_o Honomble J. Vogel and Sir D. Cooper, under elute of 21st l\fay, 
1875, w hieh letter hns never renchcd our hands. _ 

It is obvious from the tone ancl contents of that communication Lhut wo could not have nllowod the sumo to hal"o 
pnssecl without om· protest, !11ul it over reached us. 

On the other hand, wo find that an importm1t letter addressed by us to the Commissioners ancl handccl by special 
messenger to each of them, hns been omitted from the correspondence. 

The following is a copy_ of the sumo :-

" Sir "Q,ueen .AnM's Gate, London S.vV., 7 May, 1875. 
' ""\Ve ha\"e the honor to hand you herewith printed copy of the memomndmn, .Articles of .Asso"ciation of the Inclo• 

.AusLrnlnsian '.I.'el~graph Company Limited, which ~as been formed by th~ several gc_ntl~men who have l~ithcrto aclccl in ~oncert 
with us, with ,1 view of establishing ,t second and mdependont tolegraphw eommumoot1on between Inclm and Australasia. 

"Wo 1tre authorized to say that the promoters of the nbovo_ Compan:y ,,:hoso ~mnes nro affixed to the n~emoranclum 
.A.rt.ielcs of .Association (us per enclosed copy) nre prepared to enter mto negotmt1ons with you 11ml tho rcprcscnl~1t1ves of Now 
South W nles and Q,uccnsland, on the subject of U10 assistance ii:itendccl to be granted by tho Colonial Governments interested 
in tho furthomnco of L110 undertaking. · 

""\Vo shall bo glnd to hear that yon 1tro willinjs Lo neg_ot!1tto with tho Company on tho subject, and any communienLion 
yon will honor us with wo shall have great pleasure m subm1ttmg to them. 
" 1'hc Premier of N cw •Zcalancl. " W c m·o, &c., • 

"SIEMENS BROTHERS." 
W c consider it it clut.y to omsolvcs to call your attention to the 11bove. 

Aml have, &c., 
SIEMENS BROTHERS. 

Sydney : Cha1·lcs Potter, Acth1g GoYcrmncnt Printcr.-1877. 
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