Natasha Exel

From: Michelle Walters <michelle.walters5@bigpond.com>
Sent: Wednesday, 11 October 2017 9:41 AM

To: BRT

Subject: Blueberry rust concern

To whom it may concern,

My name is Michelle Walters and | have approx 1bQ@berry plants just out of Exeter.
I'm greatly concerned about blueberry rust outhrédekdecision made by BT to manage it and its ohpa
on me as a small organic grower.

Firstly I'm finding it hard to understand how theehse has made it into Tasmania in the first pla&T
did their job correctly it wouldn't have made itdrour clean state. | imported mine from moon lduer a
three year period and was surprised every time dneyed to find that only 2 of the 4 or 5 boxesl ieeen

opened by BT and checké&al

Secondly | had to contact BT myself about 12 moatjsto let them know | was a grower and that | iou
like to participate in their survey. (Why if | prewusly imported: wasn't | already known to BT????
Shouldn't they have contacted me???)

To add to this: it is of my opinion that the diseasade it into Tasmania (TWICE now isn't it??) whicee
as being negligent on BT's behalf yet as growertave all been obliging and cooperative in allowing
regular checks done on our farms. We are impleme@ertain measures to prevent spread of disease,
educating ourselves etc etc all at our own cositreé and resources because we wanted to be preactiv
the prevention of the spread of this disease.

Some poor growers had plants destroyed as wellealsumiliation of media coverage and loss of bissine
and income because we all supportedetiagication program.

We all knew the consequences if the disease wamlifon our property but we were willing to take tes
drastic measures so that other growers would neffeeted by it. We have made sacrifices even thoug
this problem didn't occur through our own negligeravould like to know where is the compensation f
growers who's plants have been destroyed?

Now this latest outbreak has shown up on a mugetasommercial property and suddenly BT have
Total kick in the teeth!

| began this little hobby 8 years ago after théhbaf my daughter. Being that we had poor aciditlso
thought this would be a great way to utilise whatlvad at home. | invested maternity leave money in
it. This would be just a drop in the ocean for sqraeple but to me it was all | had at the time badldose
to invest it this way. | did my homework and thotuglwould be viable for me simply because thersmia
any pest or disease that | would need to managéhantbst to maintain was within my budget. If tha
adopt the management program that BT is wantirepforce: I'm afraid it would probably be easiegto
outside now and pull them all out and stick cowghenpaddock.

| wonder how we can possibly have an organic f®@nsn't that what our clean green state is all

Concerned grower



Michelle Walters

Sent from my iPhone



