Minister for Primary Industries and Water -~

Minister for Disability Services ~ 7
Minister for Women —~———
Minister for the Preventation of Family Violence Tasmanian

Deputy Leader in the Legislative Council Government

Level 5, 4 Salamanca Place HOBART TAS 7000 Australia
GPO Box 123 HOBART TAS 7001 Australia

Phone: +61 3 61657758

Email: jo.palmer@dpactas.gov.au

Hon Tania Rattray MLC

Chair

Legislative Council Select Committee
Government Businesses Scrutiny ‘B’

Email; juliethompson@parliament.tas.gov.au

Dear Chair

| refer to your letter of | December 2022 seeking additional information following Tasmanian Irigation’s
hearing before the Legislative Council Select Committee, Government Businesses Scrutiny ‘B’

Below are the following responses to the Questions on Notice.

I. Provide details for each scheme so far developed, the finalised capital cost and the capital cost
contributed by irrigators via the purchase of irrigation entitlements. Can this information be provided
on both a per megalitre basis and a total for each scheme.

See table in Attachment |.

2. Identify what proportion of imigation entitlements, in total and within each scheme, are held by
individuals and companies which do not have any direct investment in agriculture within the scheme

area.

At initial water sales, prior to the construction of a scheme, water entitlements are only sold to land
holders or those with a direct connection (ie lease) to the land within the planned irrigation district. This
can be the landowners themselves or businesses that lease the land at the time.

The only exception to this rule is if the water sales threshold required to make the project viable cannot
be met. At this point, water entitlements can be offered to other interested parties who may not have a
direct connection to the land. This has happened on three schemes to date:

e Scottsdale Irrigation Scheme — Dorset Council purchased 642ML of 8,600ML (7%)
e Midlands Irrigation Scheme — One investor purchased 5,884ML of 38,500 (15%)
e Lower South Esk Irrigation Scheme — One investor purchased 2,597 of 5,298 (49%)

After a scheme is commissioned there are no limitations placed on who can purchase or trade water and
Tasmanian lrrigation does not keep records on whether the entities holding the water have a direct
investment in agriculture within the scheme area.



3. Farm Water Access Plans — please provide an explanation as to why Farm WAPs are not available
in the public domain in some form?

Farm Water Access Plans are controlled, confidential documents. The content of the Farm WAP is
owned by the individual property owner and as such cannot be shared in the public domain without
permission from each individual. Tasmanian Irrigation provides general information in our Annual Report
about Farm Water Access Plans, including how many new plans are in development, the total number in
place, and an overview of our audit program across the Farm Water Access Plans and broad findings.
We also provide information on our water monitoring programs, which is an indication of the
effectiveness of Farm Water Access Plans in achieving our environmental objectives

| trust this information is of assistance to the Committee.
Yours sincerely

‘,l'—‘-‘ Pa/(/\r\o—sl

.f"\

-~

Hon Jo Palmer MLC
Minister for Primary Industries and Water

Enc.
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