
 

 

Love, listening, language - building everything! 

“I believe in kindness. Also in mischief.” 

~Mary Oliver~ 

31st March 2023 

Dear Committee, 

I express gratitude for your discerning attention to the topics of this enquiry. I seek not to flatter but in 

every way to thank you for your sensitive perception about the importance of the matters articulated 

within your Terms of Reference (ToR).  

I also specifically thank Meg Webb who encouraged me to write this letter to request that the committee 

consider meeting with me in a public hearing. A public hearing would give me opportunity to express the 

insights and stories I have gathered in relation to the Enquiry’s ToR across 10 years of grassroots work 

with ‘users’ of the carceral ‘justice’ system.  

As a result of Meg’s encouragement, my specific request is indeed to meet with the Committee in a public 

hearing. My reasons for this request are: 

• I am time poor.

Setting out the wealth of my experience in a document is not possible for me at the current time.

I would rather talk to you. In any case, conversation more fully permits affective relaying of

insights. I am a speech pathologist and criminologist and know through my professional (and

synonymously, scientific) journey that the emotion-based component of justice work is a central

pin in questions of justice and cannot be ignored. Humans are creatures of emotion. Ask any

parent. And humans are both the potential and the problem for justice that is truly just. This is

paradox and challenge that we must rise to with all our values intact.

• I have spent the past six weeks, which would otherwise have been perfect submission-writing

time, down in the grassroots doing the work of language, literacy, and prosocial early intervention

within disadvantaged school communities – Bridgewater, Queenstown, Rosebery. This has been

intensive work specifically and critically timed in these six weeks (Term 1) to set up the school

teams with the goals and strategies needed to carry on the work throughout the school year.

My hands are simultaneously worked in the practical realities, as well as filled with the abundant

treasures of what is possible. I have not had the time to write a compelling submission but if you

will talk to me, I will tell you stories of the dignity of early intervention that is so thorough its

recipients never knew themselves to be disadvantaged or to be being intervened upon. In this, is

the power to wipe out adult incarceration and youth detention.

• I have personally brought energetic and evidence-based innovation directly to the justice system

across 10 years.

I have stories to tell of hope, transformation, and lived insights in the face of so called ‘justice’

that is not justice at all but the continuation of punitive processes of privilege, consciously or

unconsciously bent on maintaining power. When one hears these stories, justice that is open and

free reveals itself. It is to this justice that we should be aiming as society.

• I am a 40 years’ experienced clinician and thinker about communication.

The world’s big problems, of which justice is importantly one, require above all that we humans

communicate with shared meaning. Only communication that creates shared meaning within the

complexity of our living, can answer our global challenges. So, I wish for the opportunity to share

meaning with you, and tell you what I have learned and observed, up close and personal, within

the justice system. We could be doing things so much better. We must challenge the unconscious

cultural transmission of old paradigms. We need new paradigms of no nonsense kindness.

Kindness is the strong and humble arm of true justice.

Your enquiry is asking these things: 

To inquire into and report upon Tasmanian corrective services and justice system matters related to adult 

imprisonment and youth detention including: 

1. Factors influencing increases in Tasmania’s prisoner population and associated costs;

2. The use of evidence-based strategies to reduce contact with the justice system and recidivism;

3. The provision of, and participation in, services for people in prison and leaving prison (health

housing and legal services);
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