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No. 55   

TUESDAY, 12 SEPTEMBER 2023 

  

(At 11.00 o’clock a.m.) 
 

NOTICE OF QUESTIONS 

24 Ms Lovell to ask the Honourable Leader of the Government — In relation to employment of the 

paramedic workforce in Tasmania, can the Government advise:— 

(1) (a) In each of the last 3 years, how many graduate paramedic program placements (12 month 

course) were offered; and  

(b) how many suitable applicants applied for these roles?   

(2) (a) In each of the last 3 years, how many offers of employment were made to graduates on 

completion of their practical placement; and  

(b) of those offers how many were:  

i. Permanent;  

ii. fixed term; and  

iii. casual? 

(3) Of the total paramedic workforce, how many paramedics are currently employed on fixed term or 

casual contracts compared to permanent employment?   

(4) Of the total paramedic workforce, how many paramedics are currently not working due to:  

(a) workers compensation claims; and 

(b) leave (for a continuous period of more than 4 weeks)? 

(5) In the last 12 months, how many shifts each week has the Sorell station been called to the 

Mornington station to be on standby?   

(6) (a) In the last 12 months, how many calls for backup response have been fulfilled by each 

station; and 

(b) of those not fulfilled, what is the reason for not fulfilling?   

(7) In the last 12 months:  

 (a) how many shifts had ambulances staffed by a singular paramedic; and 

 (b) how many shifts had ambulances staffed with a singular paramedic and patient transport 

worker?  

(8) In the last 12 months, for each ambulance station, how many day and night shifts have they been 

closed? 

(9) In the last 12 months, how many shifts have been uncovered at each ambulance station?  

(10) (a) In the last 12 months, how many deaths have occurred in an ambulance that has been ramped; 

and  
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(b) what is the category of the patient on the ramp and the amount of time they were ramped 

for?  

(11) (a) In the last 12 months, how many Transfer of Care (TOC) shifts have been offered each day; 

and 

(b) in which locations and how many of the shifts were filled/unfilled? 

(12) In the last 12 months, how many shifts of 12 hours or more in duration were completed by 

paramedics at each station? 

(13) (a) How many paramedics (including graduate placements) were employed by Ambulance 

Tasmania as at 27 February 2023; and 

 (b) how many were employed as at 1 March 2023? 

(asked 21.03.23) 

32 Ms Lovell to ask the Honourable Leader of the Government — In relation to worker accommodation 

owned or utilised by the Department of Health can the Government:—  

(1) Provide a list of residential dwellings currently owned by the Department with a breakdown by 

suburb/town, date of build, date of purchase/build, number of bedrooms, last valuation amount and 

the occupation groups that the accommodation is made available to. 

(2) Provide for each of the last 5 years, the number of residential dwellings owned, purchased or built 

by the Department and the number sold by the Department.   

(3) Provide any strategy that the Department has or is considering specifically for increasing the 

availability of residential dwellings for health workers around Tasmania. 

(asked 28.06.23) 

 

37 Mr Valentine to ask the Honourable Leader of the Government — Given recent concern regarding 

the significant health risks caused by exposure to respirable crystalline silica (RCS) in engineered stone, 

which may include chronic bronchitis, emphysema, silicosis, lung cancer, kidney damage, connective 

tissue disease, or scleroderma, and in an effort to understand the extent of the problem in Tasmania, can 

the Government:— 

(1) Provide the number of businesses by region currently manufacturing, finishing or installing this 

product in Tasmania? 

(2) Advise what steps are being taken to quantify the level of exposure workers in the industrial and 

building sectors have to silica dust generated through the fabrication, handling and installation of 

this product? 

(3) Advise what education programs already exist or are in the process of being developed to ensure 

all workers in the industrial and building sectors are made aware of the dangers of exposure to this 

product in its fabrication, handling and installation?  

(4) (a) Advise whether the government maintains a register of Tasmanians being treated for health 

conditions caused as a result of exposure to the manufacture, finishing or installation of 

engineered stone, and  

 (b) if so, please provide the relevant data per region? 

(asked 22.08.23) 

 

38 Ms Lovell to ask the Honourable Leader of the Government — In relation to agency nurses engaged 

within the Department of Health, can the Government advise:— 

(1) In 2023, how many agency nurses were employed across Tasmania? 

(2) In 2023, what percentage of shifts were filled by agency nurses across Tasmania?  

(3) In 2023, how many agency nurses were employed across:  

(a) the North West Regional Hospital; 

(b) the Mersey Community Hospital;  
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(c) each of the district hospitals;   

(d) the Launceston General Hospital; and  

(e) the Royal Hobart Hospital?  

(4) In 2023, what percentage of shifts were filled by agency nurses across: 

(a) the North West Regional Hospital; 

(b) the Mersey Community Hospital;  

(c) each of the district hospitals;   

(d) the Launceston General Hospital; and  

(e) the Royal Hobart Hospital? 

(5) What are the other areas across the Tasmanian Health Service (THS) that agency nurses are 

employed? 

(6) What are the employment costs per annum in the last three years of agency nurses across the THS? 

(7) What are the accommodation and travel costs per annum of agency nurses across the THS in each 

of the last three years? 

(8) What is the average hourly pay rate of an agency nurse? 

(asked 22.08.23) 

 

39 Ms Forrest to ask the Honourable Leader of the Government — With regard to 4WD track access 

to and within the Arthur Pieman Conservation Areas (APCA):— 

(1) For all tracks closed since 2010: 

(a) What year was each closed; and 

(b) please provide details (and where possible copies) of the notification provided to: 

i) the relevant representative body either the Tasmanian Recreational Vehicle 

Association (TRVA) and/or Four Wheel Drive Tasmania; and 

ii) the local newspaper advertisement. 

(2) Does the Government intend to review and/or update the Policy for the Use of Recreational Vehicles 

on State-Owned Lands; and 

(a) if so, when; and 

(b) if not, why not? 

(3) Who, or which body or Department developed the Arthur-Pieman Conservation Area and West 

Coast Off-Road Vehicle Project Steering Committee Status Report of 1 May 2023; and 

(a) which stakeholder groups were consulted; and 

(b) how does this document interact with the work being undertaken by Inspiring Places? 

(asked 05.09.23) 

 

40 Mr Valentine to ask the Honourable Leader of the Government — With regard to the docking of 

nuclear-powered vessels in Tasmanian ports, can the Government please provide:— 

(1) details communicated to the Tasmanian Government by the Australian Government, and/or it’s 

relevant regulating authorities, on the docking exclusion zones currently in place in each Tasmanian 

port where such zones have been implemented; 

(2) technical detail on the extent of each area excluded; 

(3) reasons given as to why the exclusion zones were necessary in the first instance; 

(4) the date of implementation of each exclusion zone; 
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(5) details, including copies of any communications, between the Tasmanian Government and the 

Australian Government, and/or its relevant regulating authorities, in the lead-up to the most recent 

announcement of intended changes in status of any Tasmanian ports with respect to the docking of 

nuclear-powered vessels; 

(6) details on approvals required from the Tasmanian Government for any change to docking exclusion 

zones;  

(7) details of any consultation, community or otherwise, undertaken by relevant authorities that has 

taken place in the State that the Tasmanian Government is aware of, associated with the intended 

changes to the status of any Tasmanian port in relation to the docking of nuclear-powered vessels 

and, if such consultation has occurred, the results of the consultation; and 

(8) a copy of the latest Management Plan in the event of a nuclear accident. 

(asked 05.09.23) 

 

NOTICES OF MOTION 

1 Ms Armitage to move:⎯ That the Government Response to the Report of the Legislative Council 

Select Committee on Road Safety in Tasmania (No. 31 of 2022), be considered and noted. 

2 Ms Webb to move:⎯  

(1) That the Legislative Council notes:⎯  

(a) The release on 26 June this year of the Australian Parliament’s Standing Committee on 

Social Policy and Legal Affairs’ Report You win some, you lose more: Online gambling and 

its impacts on those experiencing gambling harm; 

(b) the Report and its recommendations received unanimous support of all members of the 

authoring parliamentary Standing Committee which comprised Federal Labor party, Liberal 

party, National Party, and Independent representatives; 

(c) Recommendation 26 of the Report that calls on the Australian Government, with the 

cooperation of the states and territories, to implement a comprehensive ban on all forms of 

advertising for online gambling, to be introduced in four phases, over three years, 

commencing immediately; and 

(d) the Report’s additional call for “the Australian Government, with the states and territories, 

[to] develop a comprehensive national strategy on online gambling harm reduction,” and 

that the national strategy should be based on public health principles and be in place within 

twelve months, allowing for progressive implementation. 

(2) That the Legislative Council calls on the Tasmanian government to: 

(a) Commit to participating in the development of the proposed comprehensive national strategy 

on online gambling harm reduction which delivers on the goals and intent of the You win 

some, you lose more report; and 

(b) formally notify at the earliest opportunity the Australian government of Tasmania’s 

willingness to cooperate with the development and implementation of the recommended 

progressively phased out comprehensive ban on all forms of advertising for online gambling. 

3 Ms Webb to move:⎯  

(1) That the Legislative Council notes:— 

(a) All Australian States and Territories agreed in October 2017, under an Intergovernmental 

Agreement, to participate in the Commonwealth Government’s National Driver Licence 

Facial Recognition Solution (NDLFRS); 

(b) on 31 July 2019, the Identity-matching Services Bill 2019 was introduced into the Federal 

Parliament to establish a legislative biometrics matching scheme for the NDLFRS, but was 

subsequently withdrawn following concerns raised by a variety of legal, privacy and human 

rights experts, and criticisms from the relevant Federal parliamentary committee; 



(368) 

(c) interstate jurisdictions determined they would not share data via the NDLFRS until the 

Commonwealth laws are in place; 

(d) that based upon data provided by government a total of 468,392 Tasmanian drivers licence 

photos were transferred to the NDLFRS between December 2018 and 16 December 2020, 

without public consultation and despite the absence of Commonwealth legislation to regulate 

the NDLFRS and provide privacy protections and oversight mechanisms;  

(e) the statement provided to the Parliament from the Minister for Infrastructure and Transport 

dated the 28 October 2020, that the Tasmanian data uploaded to the NDLFRS will not be 

used until Commonwealth legislation is in place and relevant Tasmanian legislation 

reviewed, with the latter to occur in context of any eventual Commonwealth legislation; and 

(f) Tasmania paused the daily transfer of records to the NDLFRS on 16 December 2020. 

(2) That the Legislative Council calls on the Tasmanian Government to: 

(a) Formally cease any current and future uploading of Tasmanians’ records to the NDLFRS in 

the absence of appropriate Commonwealth privacy protection and oversight legislation;  

(b) immediately establish a secure process by which to delete all uploaded Tasmanian drivers 

licence photos from the NDLFRS; and 

(c) commit to undertaking thorough public consultation prior to any future state participation in 

the NDLFRS should the required Commonwealth legislation be enacted. 

4 Mrs Hiscutt to move:⎯ That the Legislative Council:⎯  

(1) Notes that the Tasmanian Palliative Care Awards 2023 held on Tuesday 8th August 2023 

recognised individuals and organisations that have displayed outstanding dedication and 

innovation in the field of palliative care, providing support to thousands of Tasmanians; and 

(2) Commends the 2023 winners of the Tasmanians Palliative Care Awards; and 

(3) Recognises the ‘Joy Coghlan’ Tasmanian Palliative Care Honour Roll 2022 inductee, Deb Foster. 

 

5 Ms Rattray to move:⎯ That the Legislative Council:⎯ 

(1) Notes the economic analysis provided by the Deloitte Access Economics Report dated 2020 

regarding the Tasmanian salmon industry; and 

(2) Acknowledges that the Tasmanian salmon industry is a vital social and economic contributor to the 

Tasmanian community. 

 
ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1 Report of the Government Administration Committee “A” on “The Operations and Application of 

the Financial Management Act 2016”: Consideration and noting. (Ms Forrest) 

2 Interim Report of the Parliamentary Standing Committee of Public Accounts’ Inquiry into “The 

Tasmanian Government’s Proposed Hobart Stadium Feasibility Planning Process”: Consideration and 

noting. (Ms Forrest) 

3 Residential Tenancy Amendment (Minimum Window Coverings for Social Housing Properties) Bill 

2023 (No. 20): Second reading. (Private Member’s Bill) 

4 Guardianship and Administration Amendment Bill 2023 (No. 5): Consideration of Bill as amended 

in Committee of the Whole Council. 

5 Local Government Amendment (Code of Conduct) Bill 2022 (No. 52): Consideration of Bill as 

amended in Committee of the Whole Council. 

6 Residential Building (Home Warranty Insurance Amendments) Bill 2023 (No. 13): Second reading. 

7 Tasmanian Public Finance Corporation Amendment Bill 2023 (No. 8): Second reading. 

  

https://www.parliament.tas.gov.au/Bills/current/52_of_2022.html
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8 Electoral Disclosure and Funding Bill 2022 (No. 25): Adjourned Debate (Mrs Hiscutt) on the 

Question proposed on 24 August 2023 — That the Bill be now read the Second time. 

9 Electoral Matters (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill 2022 (No. 26): Second reading. 

10 Partition Amendment Bill 2022 (No. 38): Second reading. 

C.L. VICKERS, Clerk of the Council 
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