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Lands' Titles Office, Hobart; ~9tli April, 1897. 
Srn, 

I HAVE the honor to submit to you the Annual Report on the working of this Department-
for the year ending :31st D,ecember last. . . 

The receipts under "The Real Property (Torrens') Acts" for the year · amounted to 
£2435 I] s. 6d., being J 3s. ("id. less than the receipts of- the previous year. 'l'he expenditure for 
the year amomited io £2517 ]9s., inclnding £185 6s. 8d. for advertising-; which is paid by the 
applicants, and so forms no charge on the revenue, and .including also the salai·y of the Parlia.;. 
mentary Draftsman, who is also Solicitor to the Lands' Titles Commissioners. I have personally 
collected £1099 7s. 6rl. in cash, duty under" The Stamp Duties Acts," and the Office has been the­
mediurn, directly and indirectly, of the revenue J'.eceiving thereunder the sum of £2430 15s. 6d.T 
including in part personal collections above referred to, that being the amount of Stamp Duty paid 
on Instruments, which it is part of my duty to see duly stamped, and the bulk of which are actually 
stamped in my presence before they are passed to he registered in this Office. The above quoted 
figures show that the Department; although not primarily established as a revenue-collecting one·,. 
has been the medium of the collection .of £4866 or thereabouts of revenue during the past year at. 
a cost of about half that amount. 

The folltrn;ing table shows the principal dealings of the y·ear, 'and the ·subjoined tables set out 
fully all the business transacted during the pa~t five years :-

Nature of Instrument. 

Transfers ......................................... . 
Mortgap:es * ....................................... . 
Grant Deeds prepared at Crown Lands 

Office and registered here (it1 duplicate) .. 
Applications to bring Land under" Tol'reus' 

Act," and for Grants of Land held nuder 
Location Orders as roots of Title·, ........ . 

Certificates ·of Title .... : ........................ . 
Ditto bv Endol'sement ................... . 

1'otal number of Memorials of Instmments 
entered on Certificates of Title and Gmnt 
Deeds in coUl'se of registration of de·al-
inrrs during the vear ....... ; ................ . 

Proclamations under "Lands Vesting Act" 
· for public purposes .......................... . 
Searches, exclusive of those made for other 

Government Departments ................. . 

Number. 

633 
540 

3i7 

54 
710 (in duplicate) 
138 (in duplicate) 

'• 5834 

38 

323 

Area of Land, 'fown 
and Conn try. 

A. R. P. 
32,676 2 18 
67,029 0 1~ 

15,382 0 27 

4478 3 6 

Value. 

£ 
172,081 
217,241 

27;087. 

33,455 

"' llfany of these of co_urse represent new loans to take up old ones, and are not additional encumbrances on the real 
estate of the Colony. · 

178 plans have .been examined, and 200 tracings supplied to the public gratis. 'I'he latter item 
involves in nmnerous cases a considerable amount of draftsman's time, and I thil11-. in fufore some· 
small charge should. be made for these trncings to cover the cost.of making thein .. 

'l'he Assurance Fund amou~ted to £I 1,456 18s. 5d. on the 31 st Decernber last; bat 
since that date a sum of £487.8 3.s:. 7d. has been paid thereont to and on account of Mr. 
David Clyne, of Melbourne, in settlement of a claim for damages arising through the regis-· 
tration of ·a forged· transfer· of property in Tasmania belonging to him.· ··Mr. Clyne's solicitor 
and agent, in 'l'asmania forged a transfer to· himself: at the same time negociating- mortgag-es-
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on his alleg·erl purchase to the amount of several thousands of pounds. The witness's signature 
was also forged, but, as everything was in order on the face of the transfer, which came 
through the hands of a well-known firm of solicitors, who acted in good faith, no lrnma.n skill 
c9uld at that stage have detected the fraud. The ri10rtgagee, having· dealt bona. ficle and for value 
with the registered proprietor,,vas' entitled to retain• his security, the amount of which was the 
criterion of damages to be paid't'o·Mr. Clyne. No one hut the ·forger, who is now undergoing 
penal servitude for his ciffence;•.ci,tn· be_ blamed for these unf9rtm1ate circumstances, which, however, 
are just such as the Assurance· Fund was intend8d · to 1jrovide · foi·; Had the t,itle been under the 
" old system" of conveyancing· by', deeds, the mortgag;ee·s title' would have been bad, he would 
have lost his thousands, and been left without any· remedy exceptirig• the· absolu'tely valueless one 

.against the forge,:· .. This is· the first claim which has been made upon the fund: I have always 
urged the necessity.for ke~ping· it intact to meet possible·claims, and although events have proved 
the correctness of mfvie,vs on this point, I could well have wished that· the proof had been less 
costly. At the same time I venture to think that intending· mortgag·ees will take profit by the lesson, 
and will in many cases where the parties are not personally known to them refuse to lend excepting; 
-011 a "Torrens' Title," and thus the pace of bringing· all the land of the Colony nnder the system 
will be accelerated, and what now appears only as an unavoidable misfortune will result in a large 
·increase· of the business of the Department,·with a conesponding: increase in revenue. 

The Board of Lands' Titles Commissioners held 37 meetings, and dealt with 153 applications 
of all descriptions .. 

I have, as heretofore, to again thank the legal profession for their courteous co-operation witb 
me in carrying· out the business of the Department. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

1"/w llonomble the Attorney- General. JAMES \VI--lYTE, Recurcler of 'Titles. 

No. 1.-APPLJCATIONS for Gertificates of .Title and Grants. 

AREA. 
YEAR. NO. VALUE. 

1'own and Subw·bs. Cmmtry. 

£ A. Jl. 1'. A. R. l'. 
1892 ........................... 82 75,386 204 3 25 4021 2 28 
1893 ........................... 55 42,820 4,.1: 1 16 7656 3 6 
1894 ............................ 50 6G,362_ 93 1 28' 25,373 3 17 
1895 ........................... 45 45,675 65 2 .36 7634 1 0 
_1896 ........................... 54 33,455 57 () 35 4422 2 11 

286 263,698 465 2 20 49,109 0 22 

No. 2.-GRANTS Registerul. 

AREA. 
YEAR. NO. V,\LUE. 

__________ 
1 
____ 

1 
_______ 

1 

__ 1_o_w_·n_anrl Suburbs. \___ Co1mt·1:11. ___ _ 

1892 .......................... . 
1893 .......................... . 
1894 .......................... . 
]895 ......................... .. 
1896 ......................... .. 

" 

455 
535 
337 
373 
377 

£ 
32,889 
42,447 
24,356 
27,007 
27,087 _ 

A .. R. P. 

310 3 0 
592 0 31 
308 1 4 
311 3 rn 
377 3 25 

A. 
26,496 
28,640 
16,501 
18,444 
15,004 

n. P. 

2 25 
2 14 
0 0 
2 17 
1 2 

----- -------!---------- -----------
2077 153,786 1900 3 39 105,087 0 18 
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No. 3.--TRANSFERS. 

AREA. 

YEAR. NO. VALUE. 

'l'own and Suburbs. Country. 
----

+· . .,.,, A. R. P . A. n. P. 
:1892 .................. : ........ 886 210,437 886 3 37 56,824 l 5 
J.893 ........................... 806 168,410 586 l 20 _68,610 3 38 
]894 ........................... 601. 107,787 481 0 6 36,984 ·O 34 
1895 ........................... 631 153,602 673 3 JO 45,418 l 9 
J.8ll6 ........................... 633 172,081 530 3 8 32,145 3 10 

---- --
3607 812,317 3158 3 35 239,983 2 16 

No. 4.-MORTGAGES registered. 

AREA. 

YEAR. NO. VALUE. 

Town and Subu.rbs. Country, 

/ -£ A. R. P, A. n. P. 
1892 .: .... ................................. 863 386,389 1309 3 32 86,836 0 16 
]893 .............. , ........................ 723 474,356 670 1 6 109,871 2 39 
1894 ....................................... 539 283,g50 777 0 22 114,477 0 28 
1895 ....................................... 552 242,329 812 2 l 101,568 ] 29 
1896 ....................................... 540 217,24] 606 0 15 66,423 0 ]9 

3217 1,604,265 4175 3 36 479,176 2 11 

No. 5.-MOR1'GAGES. 
" 

DISCHARGED. PAR'rIALLY DISCHARGED. 

NO. I VALUE. 

ARE) •• AREA. 

Yli:AR. ----- YEAR. NO. VALUE. -----
Town ·and 

Country. 
'l'ownan,J, Country. 

j Suburb.~. Suburbs. 
---

£ A. R. P. A. R. P. £ A. R. P. A. R. P. 
1892 ...... 403 141,311 . 408 3 14 55,498 2 28 1892 ... 93 6783 20 3 6 945 0 16 
1893 ...... 485 188,077 368 0 25 29,293 3 35 1893 ... 80 9340 28· 3 8 1322 3 33 
1894 ...... 413 137,019 473 2 17 39,781 0 9 1894 ... 62 9334 13 2 12 14,993 1 6 
1895 ...... 407 184,297 . . 383 0 4 59,456 1 7 1895 ... 57 14,502 57 0 10 1942 0 15 
1896 ...... 474 167,413 323 0 8 51,211 1 ]3 1896 ... 52 6816. 9 0 25 1759 1 3 

-- ------ -----------
2182 818,117 1956 2 28 23,'>,241 1 ]2 344 46,575 129 1 21 20,962 2 13 

No. 6.-MORTGAGEB transferred. 

AREA. 
YE.4'R. NO. VALUE. . 

Town and Cowzti·y. · , Subui·bs. -
.£ A. R. P, A. R. P. 

1892 ........................... 59 16,158 gg l 10 14,142 0 21 
1893 ........................... 81 10,883 224 0 22 49,103 3 11 
i894 ........................... 72 14,669 123 ·1 8 44,629 2 7 
1895 ........................... 65 15,78Q 201 2 9 10,247 0 0 
1896 ........................... 62 17,680 10 3 26 27,034 3 15 

339 7!'5,170 659 0 35. '145,157 1 14 
I 

' 
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No .. 7.-LEASES. 

VALUE ARBA. 
YEAR. NO. 

PER ANNU~I. 
'l'own and Subw·bs. Country. 

£ A. R. P. A. H. P. 
1892 ........................... 50 3623 90 3 28 10,427 3 3.5 
1893 ........................... 46 5349 95 () 39 32,693 1 26 
1894 ........................... 39 2854 264 1 27 19,082 · 0 28 
1895 ...... .................... :,6 1655 18 · 1 39 60:38 2 0 
1896 ............................ /37 2506 12 2 13 19,602 2 15 

208 15,987 481 2 26 87,84'1 2 24 

No. 8.-APPLICATIONS on Drath of Registered Proprietor. 

AREA. 
YEAR. NO. YALUB. ' 

Town ·and ,Sulmi·bs. Country. 
--

+· .,.., A. n. P. A. n . }' .. 
1892 ....... ; ................... 86 88.42!3 226 0 38 14,196 1 28 
1893 ........................... 90 42,560 184 3 5 8770 3 6 
1894 ........................... 59 27,038 m 1 12· 4969 3 33 
1895 ........................... 72 43,639 126 .0 10 11,614 2 35 
1896 ........................... 75 35,675 248 2 2 6018 1 9 

------ --·-----------
.. 382 237,335 882 3 27 45,570 0 31 

No. 9.-0 THER- Transactions mentioned in Statistics. 

1 

__ 1_sg_2_._
1

_1_s_93_._, __ is_9._4_. -~ __:~·-

l\Iortgages extended ............................................ . 
Leases exte.nded ....................... , .......................... . 
Leases transferred ............................................... : 
Leases surrendei·ed ............................................. . 
Leases partially surrendereJ .... : .............................. ; 
Re-entry by Lessor .............................................. . 
Encumbrances .................................................... . 
Encum brauces transfenerl ..... .-................................ . 
Encumbrances discharged: ..................................... . 
Encni_n!n·ances partially discbai•gerl .......................... . 
Ann111t1es .......................................................... . 
Annuities discharg·ed ..... , ..................... , ................. . 
A11nuities partially discharged ................................ . 
Entry of Death of Annuitant or Life 'l'enant .............. . 
Transmission by Death or Bankruptcy ....... : ............. . 
Entry of w·rits of Fi. Fa. Wanants of Execution and 

Caveats ...................................... · .................. . 
Evidence of Satisfaction of Writ .............................. . 
Foreclosure Orders ............. ; ................................ . 
Entries of Marriage of Proprietor ........................... . 
Powers of Attorney ........................................... . 
Estate:;; in Remaimler ........................................... . 
Registratjon of Abstract .. :: ................................... . 
Decree of Order of Supreme Court .......................... . 
Applications to dispense with the production of Grants, 

Certificates of'l'itlc and Mortgages···'.···················· 
Surrender;; to the Crown ....................................... . 
Certificates of Title (in duplicate) ........................... . 
Certificates of Title by Endorsement (in d1iplicate) ..... . 
Provisional Certificates ........................................ . 

~~~~~~~a~~~~e~l~~l~1: i~ ~(1~· v~·;;i~g ·A~~:. 5.8. Vi~~: ·N;ii 7 ·1 
Vesting Orders where Vendor absent, &c; from Colony ... 

11 

14 
7 

1 
3 

l 
112. 

7 

2 
7 

51 

3 
969 
2·20 

2 
' ;J 

6 

3 
10 
4 

l 

2 
1 

113 

11 

12 
g 

69 
l 

2 

5 
2 

8SO 
1-;2 

1 
5 

·wJLLJAlr (H(A.HAME, JUN., 

00'/EUNMF.N'l' l'HI:-!TllH, 'fAS!!A:l'IA. 

8 

7 
5 

3 

1 

2 

1 
53 

74 

15 
8 

62 
1 

2 
4 

753 
146 

8 

10 

4 
5 
2 

2 

3 

2 
62 

68 
1 

23 
2 

50 
. J 

5 

1 
8 

685 
142 

3 
53 

8 
l 
2 
8 

;3 
1 
1 

1 

4 
87 

6'1 
1 
8 
8 

6'1 
6 

6 

4 
13 

710 
138 

l 
3 

38 
1 


