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'l'o the Honorabl,e the Le,qislative Council of the Parliament qf Tasmania, 
in Parliament ,assembled. 

The humble Petition of the undersigned Land Proprietors, Graziers, and Farmers. 

MOST RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH : 

THAT much and serious damage having been done by the engines of the Main Line Railway 
Company during the last summer to crops, fences, and pasture, by the emission of fire and sparks from 
their engines, especially on the steep gq1dients, and your Petitioners in many instances having in 
eonsequence suffered considerable loss, they view with serious alarm the recent decision in the case of 
Appeal, Atkins v. the Main Line Railway Company, given by His Honor Sil- Francis Smith and His 
Honor Judge Dobson, whereby it appears the proof of neglect by the servants or otherwise of the Main 
Line Railway Company is put upon the Plaintiff, such proof of neglect being almost an impossibility. 

Your Petitioners humbly· pray that the law may be so amended as to enable them to obtain relief in 
•the case of damage, and that the proof of Fire caused by the Railway Engines may be made primafacie 
~vidence of neglect. 

And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c. 

[Here follow 57 signatures.] 

Petit-ions in the same terms were ·received­

From Richmond, with 41 signatures. 
From Glenorchy, with 20 signatures. 
From Oatlands, :with 18 signatures. 
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