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The Hon Roger Jaensch MP 
The Minister for Education, Children and Youth 
Level 11, 15 Murray Street 
HOBART TAS 7000 
 
By email: roger.jaensch@dpac.tas.gov.au   
 
Dear Minister, 
 
As discussed at our recent meeting on 11 May 2023, the University Council currently has two 
vacancies in the membership category of “up to 6 persons appointed by the Council”. 
 
In accordance with s8(5) of the Act, before making any appointment to the Council, the Minister 
and the Council must – 

a) give public notification of the vacancy; and 

b) consult with each other about any intended appointment; and 

c) have regard to the balance of skills and experience, regional representation, and an 

appropriate gender balance. 

 
To complement and balance the existing skills and experience of members on the University 
Council, key capabilities have been identified and will be sought from potential nominees. These 
include appointing a Tasmanian Aboriginal person of high standing to Council to enhance 
Indigenous participation in university governance and a person experienced in people and culture. 
 
Attached is an advert calling for nominations on behalf of you as Minister and the University which 
we intend to publish in all three major newspapers across the State and on the University’s website 
this week. Nominations will close on 28th July 2023 with all applications received to be considered 
in August by the University’s Extended Nominations Committee. The Committee will then make 
appropriate recommendations to Council for consideration at its meeting on 30 August 2023.  
 
At its recent meeting, Council appointed Mr Alexander McKenzie as the third independent member 
of the Extended Nominations Committee joining Tim Bullard and Brett Torossi.  Alexander is a 
Director at McLean, McKenzie and Topfer, a respected leader in his community, has strong and 
deep connections to the Northwest of Tasmania and is currently President of the Tasmania Council 
of Social Services. The University Council is pleased that Alexander has accepted this invitation. 
 
Noting our conversation in May regarding the current Ministerial appointees to Council, Tara Howell 
and Sheree Vertigan, I can confirm that the end date of their current term is 1st April 2024. 
 
I will write again to advise you of the outcome of this process and should you wish to discuss any 
of the details further please do not hesitate to contact my office.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Ms Alison Watkins AM 
Chancellor 
 
3 July 2023 

mailto:Vice.Chancellor@utas.edu.au
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CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 
 

Council of the University of Tasmania 
Appointments by the Minister for Education and by the University Council 

The University of Tasmania was founded to serve the entire State of Tasmania and its people. 

Our mission is to make a difference for Tasmania and from Tasmania to the world through 

learning, teaching, research, creative production, and engagement. 

 

The University Council is the governing body of the University, established under the 

University of Tasmania Act 1992 and has responsibility for high-level strategic direction, 

major financial planning and monitoring management performance and compliance. It is 

comprised of up to 14 members, six of these members are external to the University (neither 

staff nor students) and are appointed by Council.  

 

Council maintains a balance of members with skills and experience across a range of areas, 

including Governance, Strategy, Finance and People and Culture. It values the unique 

contributions of all its members and encourages Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

peoples, people from culturally diverse backgrounds and those from regional areas of the 

State to participate in the governance of the University. 

 

The Minister for Education and the University invites interested people to nominate for 

two (2) vacant positions on the University Council in the category of Council appointed 

members.  Applications from Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and/or individuals 

with skills and experience in the areas of People and Culture are strongly encouraged to apply 

in this round. 

 

People considering nominating should obtain a nomination form by accessing the University 

Council website at https://www.utas.edu.au/university-council along with further information 

on the role of the Council, its committee structure, and its current membership.  

 

Please contact the Chancellor, Alison Watkins at chancellor@utas.edu.au if you would like to 

obtain more information on nominating for membership of the Council. 

 

DETAILS 

 

Nominations:  

Those wishing to nominate should complete the nomination form and provide a short 

cover letter outlining the reasons for the nomination along with a relevant curriculum 

vitae and send to: 

 

  University Secretary, University of Tasmania 

Private Bag 51, Hobart Tasmania 7001  

Email: uni.council@utas.edu.au 

 

 

Closing date: Friday 28 July 2023 at 5:00pm. 
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University of Tasmania 
Private Bag 51 
Hobart  Tasmania 
7001  Australia 

 

The Hon Jeremy Rockliff MP 
Minister for Education and Training 
Level 11, 15 Murray Street 
HOBART TAS 7000 
 
 
Dear Minister 
 
I write to inform you of necessary changes to the Council of the University of 
Tasmania.  In accordance with the University of Tasmania Act 1992 (the Act), before 
making an appointment to the Council there must be: 
• public notification of the vacancy 
• consultation between the Minister and Council about any intended appointment  
• regard given to the balance of skills and experience, regional representation and 

an appropriate gender balance. 
 
As part of Council succession planning activities, consideration has been given to the 
current and expected desired skills and attributes required by Council in light of the 
strategic direction of the University. 

 
There are currently seven members on Council whose terms conclude at 31 
December 2018.  These are comprised of: 
• The Chair of Academic Senate, which is an ex officio role on Council.  An 

internal election has been conducted in accordance with University Ordinance 
requirements. Professor Anthony Koutoulis was elected unopposed for a three-
year term concluding on 31 December 2021. Professor Koutoulis will take up the 
position on 1 January 2019. 

• One academic and one professional staff member which, in accordance with the 
Act, are elected positions on Council.  The elections for these positions were 
conducted in November 2018 with Professor Jamie Kirkpatrick successful as the 
Academic staff member and Mr Corey Peterson successful as the Professional 
staff member.  The terms of office are for a two-year period commencing on 1 
January 2019.   

• A student member which is appointed by Council.  Following an expression of 
interest and election process, Council formally considered this appointment at the 
November 2018 meeting.  The student member appointed for 2019 was Ms Ella 
Hilder. 

• Three members appointed by the Council.  These members are Mr Harvey 
Gibson, Mr Rhys Edwards and Mr Paul Gregg.   As at 31 December 2018, Mr 
Edwards will have served as a member of Council for 12 years and is not seeking 
reappointment at the conclusion of his current term.  A call for nominations for 
these roles was issued in early November 2018.  Mr Gibson and Mr Gregg have 
both nominated for a further term.  A formal process to consider nominations is 
currently in progress and Council will consider recommendations for 
appointments at the 14 December 2018 meeting. 



In addition, I would like to acknowledge receipt of your notification of the 
appointment of Mr Mike Blake as a ministerially appointed member on University 
Council following the recent resignation of Ms Jenny Gale.  During due diligence 
processes, due to a perceived conflict of interest with his position as Chair of the 
TasTAFE Board, Mr Blake has resolved to withdraw his nomination for appointment 
to Council.  Accordingly, prior to giving public notification of this vacancy, I seek 
your advice in respect to potentially suitable candidates for Ministerial appointment to 
University Council. 
 
Should you have any concerns in respect to these matters, or would like further 
discussion, I would be grateful if you could contact me as soon as practicable so that 
we can resolve appointments in a timely manner. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
The Hon Michael Field AC 
Chancellor 

11 December 2018 
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10 March 2021 

The Hon Jeremy Rockliff MP 
Deputy Premier 
Minister for Education and Training 
Level 11, 15 Murray Street 
HOBART TAS 7000 

By email: jeremy.rockliff@parliament.tas.gov.au 

Dear Minister, 

Further to recent correspondence and meetings I would like to confirm arrangements in respect to 
appointments to the University of Tasmania’s Council.  

Following our meetings, and in accordance with the University of Tasmania Act 1992 (the Act), the University 
advertised six vacancies on 26 September 2020. Two positions for appointment by the Minister for Education 
and four positions for appointment by the University Council. Applications for this position closed on 12 
October 2020 with 26 applications received by that date.  

Members appointed by the Minister of Education 
Accordingly, this is to confirm the following individuals as the agreed ministerially appointed members of 
Council for a period of three years ending 1 April 2024: 

• Ms Tara Howell
• Ms Sheree Vertigan

Council will confirm these appointments via circular in March 2021.  Ms Vertigan and Ms Howell will attend 
their first Council meeting on 30 April 2021. 

Appointments by the University Council 
As previously advised Council appointed the following members at its meeting on 4 December 2020: 

• Ms Pip Leedham for a further 1-year term ending 31 December 2021

• Mrs Susan Chen for a 1-year term ending 31 December 2021

• Professor Kwong Lee Dow for the first meeting of Council 2021 (12 February)

Council will be considering Professor Lee Dow’s replacement at its meeting on 30 April 2021 and will provide 
advice regarding a decision once confirmed. 

Should you wish to discuss further please contact me directly on my mobile. 

Yours sincerely, 

Hon Michael Field AC 
Chancellor 

http://www.utas.edu.au/university-council


Deputy Premier 

Minister for Education and Training 

Minister for Mental Health and Wellbeing 

Minister for Disability Services and Community Development 
Minister for Trade 

Minister for Advanced Manufacturing and Defence Industries 

Level 10 15 Murray Street HOBART TAS 7000 Australia 

GPO Box 123 HOBART TAS 7001 Australia 

Ph: +61 3 6165 7754  

Email: Jeremy.Rockliff@dpac.tas.gov.au  

 

 
25 March 2021 

 

The Hon Michael Field AC 
Chancellor 

University of Tasmania 

Email:  chancellor@utas.edu.au  
 

 

 

Dear Chancellor 
 

Thank you for your letter of 10 March 2021 advising of newly appointed members to the University of 

Tasmania Council.  
 

I welcome Ms Tara Howell and Ms Sheree Vertigan future contributions to the Council and wish them 

well at their first meeting on 30 April 2021. 
 

Once again, thank you for your advice and in continuing our shared efforts to improve educational 

outcomes for Tasmania.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

Jeremy Rockliff MP 

Deputy Premier 

Minister for Education and Training 

mailto:Jeremy.Rockliff@dpac.tas.gov.au
mailto:chancellor@utas.edu.au
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