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About the United Workers’ Union 

UWU is a powerful union with 150,000 worker members across the country from more than 

45 industries and all walks of life, standing together to make a difference. Our work reaches 

millions of people every single day of their lives. We feed you, educate you, provide care for 

you, keep your communities safe and get you the goods you need. Without us, everything 

stops. In the Tasmanian public sector, UWU represents Correctional Officers in the Tasmania 

Prison Service and Education Facility Attendants in Tasmanian schools. 
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Submission 

Introduction 

UWU thanks the Joint Sessional Committee inquiring into the implementation of the 

Commission of Inquiry recommendations for its invitation to share our members’ concerns 

about the implementation of some of those recommendations.  This short submission is made 

to address some discrete aspects of the Commission of Inquiry (‘COI’) recommendations 

made in Volume 5: Children in youth detention, Section 9 of the COI into the Tasmanian 

Government’s Responses to Child Sexual Abuse in Institutional Settings Report (‘the 

Report’). 

The COI terms of reference specified that the Commission was to inquire into the Tasmanian 

Government’s response to child sexual abuse in institutional contexts.  The Commission was 

to have specific regard to the responses by the Department of Education to allegations of child 

sexual abuse in Tasmanian Government schools, the responses of the Tasmanian Health 

Service and the Department of Health to allegations of child sexual abuse, and the responses 

of the Department of Communities Tasmania to allegations of child sexual abuse at Ashley 

Youth Detention Centre.  Volume 5 of the Report focused on children in youth detention. 

The Report observes that children and young people are also detained in adult custodial 

facilities that are declared to be youth detention centres under the Youth Justice Act 1997 

(Tas), namely Hobart Reception Prison, Launceston Reception Prison and Risdon Prison.  

The Report notes that many of the issues raised in the section will have implications for 

children and young people in those settings and recommends that the Tasmanian Government 

consider its recommendations broadly in all custodial settings in Tasmania. 

UWU’s submission addresses the concerns of our members with respect to the continued use 

of adult custodial facilities for the detainment of children and young people, their safety and 

the effect this has on our members. 

Children and young people in adult custodial facilities 

UWU members working as Correctional Officers at the Hobart Reception Prison (‘HRP’) and 

Launceston Reception Prison (‘LRP’), detain approximately 400 young people under the age 

of 17 per year.  Our members state that these young people may be detained in the facility for 

as little as 1 hour, to as long as 3 days, before they are transferred into specialised youth 

detention. 
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HRP and LRP are designed to house adult offenders on remand.  This means that where 

young offenders are detained in those facilities: 

• They are directly exposed to adult offenders; and 

• The facilities are not well designed to cater to their needs. 

While the Tasmania Prison Service has in place standing orders for the management of young 

people in custody,1 Correctional Officers are not provided with specific training for dealing with 

young offenders.  This contributes to a lack of confidence, and confusion, about the different 

processes to be adopted where searches or use of force are required, or just generally in how 

Officers should communicate with young offenders.  Our members do not feel that they are 

properly equipped to effectively support and deal with young offenders in this environment.  

Neither facility has any dedicated Youth Justice Workers available to assist Correctional 

Officers when dealing with young offenders. 

The ramifications for our members are significant.  An incorrectly executed search could result 

in a young person self-harming and being physically injured.  For the Officer who has 

conducted that search, a lengthy disciplinary process, as well as impact on their wellbeing, 

are the likely result. 

The detention of children and young people in these facilities also appears to be a “blind spot” 

in the reports produced by the Office of the Custodial Inspector.2  Inspection reports into Youth 

Custodial Services are focused on Ashley Youth Detention Centre, whilst reports into Adult 

Custodial Services do not address youth detention in adult facilities. 

UWU members’ concerns have been raised directly with Minister Ogilvie,3 but there remains 

no interim measures in place to reduce or eliminate the use of adult custodial facilities for 

youth detention, and we remain disappointed about the lack of a clear-cut commitment from 

the Government to remove children and young people from these facilities in the future. 

The Commission of Inquiry recommendations 

The COI recommendations concerning children in youth detention focused broadly on the 

following matters: 

• Addressing the legacy of abuse 

• Cultural change 

• Reducing the number of children in youth detention 

1 Tasmania Prison Service – Director’s Standing Order 2.25 – Management of Young People in Custody. 
2 custodialinspector.tas.gov.au/inspection_reports. 
3 Correspondence from the Hon Madeleine Ogilvie MP, 12 January 2024 (copy attached). 

https://www.custodialinspector.tas.gov.au/inspection_reports
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• Creating a child-focused youth detention system 

• Aboriginal children in youth detention 

• Harmful sexual behaviours in youth detention 

• Searches, isolation and use of force 

• Responding to concerns, complaints and critical incidents in detention 

• Independent oversight of youth detention 

The most significant of these recommendations is for the immediate closure of the Ashley 

Youth Detention Centre and the construction of a new youth detention centre, which has been 

announced to be built at Pontville.  UWU members want to see a clear commitment, in line 

with the overall themes arising from the recommendations of the COI, that the Tasmanian 

Government will cease the use of adult custodial facilities for the detainment of young 

offenders, and will ensure the construction of purpose-built facilities for that purpose at the 

new Pontville youth detention facility. 

The COI recommendations also focused on ensuring that Tasmania has a child-focused youth 

detention system.  This included recommendations that facilities for youth detention are small 

and homelike, and help to promote trauma-informed and therapeutic interventions for children 

and young people.  The continued use of adult custodial facilities for youth detention is 

completely antithetic to this recommendation.  Children and young people at the earliest point 

of their detention, at the time that they are most vulnerable, are instead being exposed to 

trauma, violence, and abuse by being detained alongside adult prisoners.  UWU members 

consider that there is a serious safety risk associated with this continued practice, and that it 

likely contributes to setting these young people up to fail in later interventions. 

Yours sincerely, 

Amy Brumby 

Coordinator 

United Workers’ Union 

 

For more information about these submissions, please contact:  

James Katarzynski, Industrial Officer 

James.Katarzynski@unitedworkers.org.au 

 

UWU delegates and staff are available to provide further information to the Committee on 

request about this submission. 
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