Submission: Kings Meadows Community Centre Renal facilities proposal

By: Carolyn Gutteridge, 139 Windermere Road,Windermere 7252
im: 0438298516. E: guiterboit@gmail.com
Date: 7 May 2025

t am making this submission after my experiences as carer for my husband Peter who started his
chronic kidney journey a couple of years ago resulting in starting haemodialys at King Meadows in
May 2024,

As 1 only learned about the submission process yesterday and only recsived the final plans today,
I have not been able to fully prepare this submission.

In deciding the options available to Peter, we had a tour of the current dialysis centre well before
he needed this treatment and alsc considered home dialysis which wasn’t an option in the end
due to various factors.

| started my investigation into the poor facilities at Kings Meadows well before the State Election
in 2024.

I have met with the following people over 2024/25:

Ms Rosemary Armitage MLC; Mr Michael Ferguson, while he was still Treasurer; Mrs Bridget
Archer, past Member for Bass; Mr Guy Barnett, Health Minister; Ms Jacquie Petrusma, Health
Minister; Mr Dale Webster, Secretary Health Department; Melissa Snadden, Advisor to Health
Ministers. As well as phone and email correspondence with Ms Janie Finlay MP and Ms Cecily
Rosol, MP. My letter to The Examiner October 2024 is attached.

I am more than disappointed that neither Ms Petrusma or Mr Webster followed up on promises
made at a meeting Peter and | had with them and Melissa Snadden on the 4th December 2024
which only came about when Ms Janie Finlay MP raised questions on my behalf in Parliament.

| am also extremsly disappointed that | was not informed of this public meeting by either Ms
Petrusma or Mr Webster. | appreciate Ms Jen Butler contacting me last week after her
conversation with Ms Finlay. In these days of not many people reading The Examiner, a public
notice is easy to miss.

Mr Webster assured me at the December meeting that he wotld arrange for a patient advocacy
group in early 2025 to have input into the proposed new build. This has not occurred and my
numerous emails this year have not received a reply.

Questions that have not been answered 1o date:

1. How can the State Government expect to build a brand new facility with just $10m that was
allocated by Federal Funding in 2019 without any additional State funds being allocated over
many budgets since then. The rise in building costs and associated architect fees efc means
that there is less money to spend on a proper build that takes renal facilities into the future.

2. lam not clear on the following statement by Mr Barnett in correspondence to Ms Armitage 19
Sep 2024 {copy attached): "l can confirm the 2023-24 Tasmanian Government budget
provided $3.2 million in funding for the 2023-24 financial year and estimated $6.1m for the
2024-25 financial year. With the release of the 2024-25 budget, the funding profiles have been
revised to provide an updated expenditure profile: $4.1m in 2024-25 and $5.3m in 2025-26",

3. It would appear that none of these funds above have been added to the increase the budget
for the new renal facility and | ask where have these funds been allocated.

4. The proposed number of dialysis chairs does not take the centre into the future with just 18
beds proposed when it is well known that 24 chairs are required now and not as part of a
proposed Stage 2 with no details of Stage 2 being provided. Does this mean the additional 6
chairs will be in a completely new section? Will this section need its own water treatment unit
and additional nurse facilities? Shoutdn’t all the dialysis and nursing facilities be under the
same roof?



5. Did the architects ever visit the renal facility at Burnie? Peter recently had treatment there and
it was a proper facility with the nurses station in the middle with complete visibility of alf
patients with enough space for emergency situations if needed. This facility follows an
emergency department layout with the nurses station in the middle of the floor.

6. Does the proposed facility have enough offices for home therapies i.e. rooms for nurses to
instruct patients for home dialysis; social workers; other health professionals eg renal
dietitian’s/ psychoclogist's when these professionals come on board?c

7. The current centre lacks windows for patients and when patients are sitting in chairs for up to
6 hours, 3 times a week, their mental health is important and they need to have windows and
not just the occasional skylight.

8. The final plan to date of proposed parking bays for patients/ carers is a desktop review. Did
the planning team ever do a survey of patients to recognise their parking requirements? 1do
know that with up to 14 people at a dialysis session, there will be a real need for up to at least
8 car spaces in close proximity to the entrance and to suggest that patients and carers park in
McHugh St is simply ludicrous as some of the patients are quite ill. | collect my husband in
the evenings anytime between 6.45pm to 8.45pm and we shouldn't have to park away from
the entrance especially during the winter months. We should also expect staff to have safe,

; accessible parking especially on dark evenings.

| 9. How can this proposed facility go ahead to pre-tender without proper patient input?
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Attorney-General

Minister for Justice

Minister for Health, Mental Health and Wellbeing At
Minister for Veterans' Affairs Tasmanian
Level 9, 15 Murray Street, HOBART TAS 7000 Government
GPO Box 123 HOBART TAS 7001

Phone: 03 6165 7678
Emall: Barneli corcaspondenca(@dpac.tas qoy.au

Ref: MIN24/2067

19 SEP 204

Hon Rosemary Armitage MLC
Independent Member for Launceston
rosemary.armitage@parliament.tas.gov.au
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Dear Ms-Armitage s ﬁfmﬁjﬂf

Thank you for your email dated 20 August 2024 on behalf of Carolyn Gutteridge regarding
Renal Services at Kings Meadows Community Health Centre (KMCHC).

As indicated in your letter the Tasmanian Government has been provided with $10 million
in funding via the Australian Government's Community Health and Hospitals Program for
the redevelopment and expansion of the KMCHC.

I can confirm the 2023-24 Tasmanian Government budget provided $3.2 million in funding
for the 2023-24 financial year and estimated $6.1 million for the 2024-25 financial year.
With the release of the 2024-2025 budget, the funding profiles have been revised to
provide an updated expenditure profiie: $4.1 million in 2024-25 and $5.3 million in 2025-
26,

To date the project has spent $506,577 on professional fees, planning & scoping phases
which includes architects, site assessments / investigations, building condition reports,
functional design briefs and concept design development.

The $10 million redevelopment plan is progressing with a two-stage approach. The
Department of Health has determined that the current funding is insufficient to deliver the
full project scope to redevelop and expand the existing facility. As such the project will now
be delivered in two stages.

The first stage will involve construction of a new building that will repiace the existing Joan
Marshall building. This new facility will have an expanded footprint able to provide
additional renal service capacity, increasing the number of renal chairs from 15 {o 18. The
new facility wiil continue to be known as the Joan Marshail Building and is due to
commence providing services in April 2026.

Stage one of the project will also deliver upgrades to the car park including undercover
drop-off zone spaces, upgrades to the stormwater drainage system and improved
landscaping.



Stage one is well underway with concept designs expected to be complete in September
and the tender to be advertised in April 2025.

Stage two of the project will involve the reconstruction of the main Kings Meadows
Community Health centre building. 1t will provide contemporary clinical accommodation for
the remaining services currently operating from the Kings Meadows site.

The department is engaging with the Australian Government regarding funding for the
second stage of the development.

Thank you for writing {o me in relation to this matter.

Yours sincerely
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Hon Guy Barnett MP
Ministe for Health, Mental Health and Wellbeing
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

$10m won't go far for community centre

THE announcenent of an wpgrds 9 the
comannity cenlre At Kings Meadows s
long mendue,
iy health and  prosaian of dinlysis
welisthier i the home or at 2 health feility e
wneningasacritical healtl issue in Tasmania
s we are not prepaged or the demand.
The propnsed kidney diakbsis facility re-
opubras o mach larger footpring tan planneal
o allow Tor additional rooms in adddiion
Vive actual dldyais cluaie
The govermnent &s well avars thaat the cur-
sepl demand $s for 24 eladrs and ot the 1)
chairs that will be delivensd,

The abilitionak six <lialysis chairs will e

afedivered much Inter in Stage 2 of the wle-
velopment,

Quite understandably stafl wian hiva: b
advorcaring for 24 chairs are net excited witl
the proposed plans as gy paticnts witl
smiss put an gelting toeated.

Thés vargent issns has been on the healil
spenda fo7 a very Jong time and the §10m
feslem funding wits in fact Fomy the Scolt
Mogvison govemment o Aprll 20109 for a e
el s vl Bealth faciliey ot Kinga Meadeaws,

The curment State Budger s unding or
the community cenire but my questions
whether this ks for renad faciliies have s
Been answered,

The govemment expects 0 bulld @ rew
Fealdy factlity with fust $10m which may
Rave been the propaceid cost in April 2009
Bt deflnisely doesn’t go very far b 2004026,

B D tnbken the gowesantent all this thne
80 gt o this planning stage which is in stark:
castrast iy the fosn rracking of due propossil
“atisn In Hobrt :

* Patlonts age a risk naw In e cement B

ar

“)
%

HE  Hi

i ghe asimroia, plosgiate
Alarus heswern e Wiy sl the ot

alaes niot et henifh amd safsy

af the prablenss,

My eancerns on behalfof pasients aucl siaft
T ooy aalideessed 1 Minlstem Damedl
Feegasian anil the Premies witly sbdiiorsal
guestions inchabing fonding fog Rewal e
tisians aend Renal Psychologists for the Nozth
ard Nogeh-West again withou! amy answers,

| ok Sor a pevernment that prinritises the
health needs of Tasmaninns veer hestadinm
which f35 into a “want e for many.

1 would mibier have my Gaes go towarels
bealthand adddressingorher impuatant issies
faring Taapandans rather thon a stidivm.

1ike others, [ welcome o $120m Heart
Health cendre for Laundsston big why daesn't
Yidney bealil Bavae e same prioaty and e
addizional funding to buikd a proper Faciliny
which will addness the nesilz of Menhesn
Tasrantans (nto 1he fnon?

Carolyn Gudteridge, Windermere

Not dolngiis job

85 THE Tasmapian Environsaent Prodec
ton Auahoriiy doing its joby

D1y s atiche writien by Bed Burtan er e
Tasmarian Inguirer on September 16, the
beadhine read "Trout fisherian finds an in:
Jassd Tasmanian fsh o with ao golludon
leemires < annd few tous downsreanm”,

The Millybirnak fish fean on the South Ek
river pear Maglinnn discharges its wostewa-
per o the rives aad has done so for mon:
tsan s dewte,

The fishernann, Geafl Hokes, has heers s
g the Sonth Fsk forabont 10 yeass sl T TS
attoet a ecline n fist nomlees and atler
sqquarte Hie bl the fish farm authet,

Water mopbinting data sulimitied 10 the

PR, ahonvied here s o substantial Inciese
' ' pate snud-enzal g

Faptom repeis that the EPA said theee
site syl varer quality stardands

——

1’{»-4, {épw*

far the fare amd they §
whether e fish fsrm i
Gife amd weadier cpaalidy
Vi antiel

The MUlybraoy fisi |
Aquatalnare, rwred oy
ay R ‘

They say they haye
reliveriebrane susvey
tinz resaelis.

Thie HPA Thsinanmia we
jrarpose bs do preetect i
1y af the Tasmanian e
with economic and s
iprpds of harios gers i

Saunads grest, Tt if M
eeample of whas might
where, the EPY s certzin

Michzel McWilllzimns,

Cormpating emissio
THE botgea e in
saaes s nedycing popad
‘pes capita’ compariznn:
Janget the population,

Mimiralia mome han p
i el woahd with Tood, )
Jess peapli par squam b

s a fpand with cars
ances b overall dlready
iex woighs.

e pelhgtian easilie:
Eusope, the 115 and €
stard-aual eampds to ol

To b fadr, thers mim
sl o g S 0g e

Mever {egel we cont

or eent of waald cmisil
ol bvar neglighie of
ing - :

Gordon Thuries, Mo



