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REPORT of Select Committee appointed, on the 7th August, to inquire into and 
report- upon the nature and probable Cost of such Imvrovements to the present 
Padiament Buildings as will q;fford adequate accommodation to Members and 
Officers of the House. 

MEMBERS OF THE COM~'.IITTEE. 
THE MINISTER OF LANDS. 
MR. HIDDLESTONJ,. 
Mn. DA.vrns. 
MR. CRISP. 

Mn. MACKENZIE. 

Mn. GrLL. 
CoL. ST. HILL. 
Ma. REIBEY. 

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS. 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 21, 1891. 

The Committee met at 3 P.11r. 

Present-Mr. Hiddlestone, Mr. Gill, Mr. Reibey, Mr. Mackenzie, and Col. St. Hill. 
Mr. Reibey was unanimously voted to the Chair. 
The Chairman laid correspondence 1-e alterations to Parliamentary Buildings on the Table.-(Appendix A). 
Ordered, That thll following witnesses be summoned to attend and give evidence at 3.15 P.M. on Thursday, the 

27th instant :-Mr. Eldridge, GovernmPnt Architect; Mr. Shields; Mr. F. A. Packer, Clerk of the House; Henry 
E. Lette, M.H.A.; Mr. Henry T. Manning, Clerk Assistant; and that the Hon. the Speak',)!' be requested to attend 
and give evidence before the Committee. · . · 

The Committee adjourned at 3·30 P.M. until 2·15 l'.~r. on Thursday, the 27th instant. 

No quorum. 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 27, 1891. 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 1891. 
The Committee met at 2·30 P.~r. 

Pi-esent.-Mr. Gill, Col. St. Hill, Mr. Hiddlestone, Mr. Mackenzie, and Mr. Rcibey (Chairman). 
The Chairman laitl on the Table a plan showing the proposed alterations to the Parliamentary Buildings. 
The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 
Mr. l<'. A. Packer,.Clerk of the House, was called in and examined. 
Mr. Packer withdrew. 
M1·. H. E. Lcttc, l\1.H.A., and Chairman of Committees, gave evidence before the Committee. 
Mr. Lette withdre"V. 
The Hon. the Speaker attended am! gave evidence before the Committee. 
Mr. Speaker withdrew. 
Mr. H. T. 'Manning, Clerk Assistant, House of Assembly, was examined. 
Mr. Manning withdrew. 
The Committee adjourned at 3·50 P.M. until 2 P.M. on Tuesday next. 

THURSDAY, SEPTE}IBER .17, 1891. 
The Committee met at 11 A.M. 

Present.-Mr. Mackenzie, Mr. Gill, Mr. Reibcy (Chairman). 
The Minutes of the last meetii1g were read and confirmed. 
Mr. Robert Clerk, Sergeant-at-Arms, was cal1(0 d in and examined. 
Mr. Clerk withdrew. 

·, ":., 

Mr. '.I'. C. Just, formerly a Member of t!1~ House of Assembly, and now R_eporter, was .called in ancl examined. 
Mr. T. C. Just withdrew. 
Resolved, that Mr. Fincham, Engineer-in-Chief, be su!Ilmoned t.o atten:l and girn evid3nee be!ore the Committee. 
Mr. Fincham was call2d in, and consult~d as to ·tlie propose·<l i·earrangement of the Pa1l.amentary Buildings. 
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The Committee adjourned at 12·30 1•.111, until :Cl-15 l'.llI. 

The Committee assembled at 3·30 P.llr. 

The Hon. the Speaker attended and gave evidence. 
The Speaker withdrew. 
At 3·30 l'.llr. the Committee adjourned until 10·80 A.llf. on Tuesday, 22nd instant. 

TUESDAY, ::'iEPTEiVJ:BER 22, 1891. 

The Committee met at 10·45 A.M. 

P1·esent-Mr. Gill, l\fr. Hiclcllestone, ::Vlr. l\faekenzie, Col. St. Hill, Mr. Reibey (Chairman). 
The Minutes of ti1c last meeting were read and confirmed. 
The Committee adjourned until a date to be determined by the Chairman. 

The Committee met at 3 l'.llf. 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, l891. 

P1·esent-Mr. Mackenzie, Mr. Gill, Mr. R11ibey (Chairman). 
The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 
l\fr. Fred. Augustus Packer, Clerk of tlie House, was re-called and examined. 
Mr. Packer withdrew.· 
The Hon. the Speaker was calleci in, and gave evidence before the Committee. 
The Hon. the Speaker withdrew. 
The Committee adJourned at 3·45 l'.llI. until 11 A.11r. on Tuesday next. 

The Committee met at 11 A.llr. 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1, 1891. 

Pre1Jent-Mr. Gill, Mr. Mackenzie, Colonel St. Hill, Mr. Reibey (Chairman). 
The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 
1\fr. James Fincham, Engineer-in-Chief, was called in and examined. 
Mr. Fincham withdrew. 
The Committee deliberated. 
The Committee adjourned at 11 ·50 A.111. until a date to be hereafter determined by the Chairman. 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER. 29, 1891. 

The Committee met at 2·30 P.M. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 
Mr. Gill, in Mr. Reibey's absence, was votr,tl to the Chair. 
The Draft Report was drawn up and ag1·ced to. 
The Committee adjourned sine die. 

REPORT. 
Youn Committee have the honor to report to yonr Honorablr. Honse that they have carefully 
considerGcl the evidence taken, and the plans and ~pel:ifications submitted to them; an<l although they 
are not prepare<l to reco111mend 1lw expenditure of a large 8Ulll of money in the.erection of new 
Parliame11t Houses, they would rec:0111rneud to t.lie favournble consideration of Parliament the 
desirnbleness of effecting, dnri11g the approaching recess, some important alterations in accordance 
with the evidence receive<l and with the plans 110w submitt.<~d to the House. 

Your Committee believe that the present buil<ling- i~ of such a substantial nature as to justify 
the expense of iU1prove111e11t, aud nre of opiniou that awple accommodation can be provided for the 
Members and Officers of both Houses for many years to come. 

Plans and spaC"ifications of the i1npl'ovement:; which yonr Committee recommend sl10nld be 
a<loptecl are herewith su b111it tecl for the cuusi<leration of ye ur H onorable House. 

Committee Roon;,_ Thursday, 29tll October; 1891. 
'l'HOS. REIBEY, C!tairman. 
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E VI DENO E,. 

1'HURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 1891. 

. FREDERICK A. PACKER, called and examined. 

I. By, tlte Oltainnan.-Wliat is your name? Frederi~k A. Packer. 
2. You al'e Clel'k of the House? · Yes. 
3. Are yon aware.of.the 'present,ci:mdition of thi8 Honse, and the accomniodation it affords? Yes,·I am. 
4. You are aware also that Val'ious attempts have bee1~ made "to increase the accommodation, for the 

comfort and conveniehceiof l\'1embers!? ,Yes,I·am.· · ·. "· : ·: :.. · · · -·-,;·, : · · · 
5. ·will you look at that plan that is now upon the table, and give us· ariy suggestions that you·• may 

think desirable? I.do not think tlrnt it is a wise·thing to.put a vahiabJe:Jibrury like that ,ve· possess into 
a wooden building; that wooden building is perfect matchwood ; the danger to the libi'ary is bad enough 
now, with the poss_ible chance of the place catching- fire. · ;_ , . · , : . • • . . 

6. Yoi.1 ·tliink,_ tlien, that if the 'library we1·e placed where Mr. _Fincham proposes, it ought to be in a 
new building? Yes, unless we are content to rui1 a very great· 1·isk. : . . : 

7. Do you think that it would be a very good position for a library? Yes, I think it is a very good 
one, inasmuch as Members going the1·e are less..Jikdy-t-0- be -annoyed by people passing to and fro between 
the two Houses. It would be much more private. 

8. It is proposed to make the library 57 feet by 17 feet. Woul_cl that be large enough? Unless it is 
clot1ble the space we lmve at the pi•eseni time it would not be large enough. 

9. Do you think that tlie proposed size ·would be' st1fficienf? Of'coh11se-in ·making such alterations as 
these we have to look to the fnt~u·e. I do not know whether it is intended to take the reading-i'oom to this 
new building. · 

10. !Jy 6oz: Si . .Hi(L-~Wili it not _be· inconv~ni~nt n~t to have all these rooms containing the 
Pa:rliame,ntary· papers· and i,o on, on.the same floor as the Assembly? It.would certainly be much _better that 
the'y shoulcl be on the same floor. T1ie newspapers are very largely used for reference, and Membe1·s. don't 
want to have to go up or clown stairs for them. I certainly think that the newspaper-room and the library 
shoulcl'b'e on the same floor as the Assembly. They would be better in separate rooms, as different clas_ses 
of ·readers fase- them. 

ll. By tlte Olwinnan.-Then you don't think that the size proposed for the library _is enough? _-Not 
unless'it 1-firl give a larger space thari'the.lib1;ary we now have. We certainly require do1ibl~ the space . 

. . ~~- What_dp y<>~~ think_ of_~r. F_inch\lm'.s proposal in regard _to, the -:\ssistant Librarian? . ~ t_hink t.he 
pos1twn he lrns chosen for lum 1s a very bad· one, because the Libra1y At~endant ,should be m c~nstant 
attendance in the library. IIe has no right to have his offiqe away from: the li_brary at aU. His office 
should be a·s ftear·to the library and ·the 'chmt1be1; as possible'.· I(is• a mistake for' the library attendant to, 
be in the room 1-he i1ow:occupies·,-li·e slro1ild always be in the library, 'or close·to it.·· · , •. 

·13. Do you thinlcthe room pro1;o~ed for tHe Clerk Assistant is iri1the right.j:iositiqn r :_ Th{ positio'n)s 
bad, the room being down stairs. The Clerk Assistant is un oflfoer who is always· w'anted', and he· should 
be always :easily accessible.f'.01,-the Members or. Clerk of the• House to 0transact ·Parliamentary business with. 

14. Mr. Fincham proposes to enlarge the Chamber of the House of Assembly? Yes. 
]5. Do'you think that Would be a go·od -arra'nge1i1ent?. Of qoi:irse :ii' ,vo~rld be 'a very cornfortable. 

arrangement; but, as fa1· as the siz·e of the 'Chamber goes, r-think it' is large enough at present to ri1eet al] 
requirements., ,The· proposed· eirlargemti'nt would :certainly _be a 1gi•eat improvement. 

16. Do you like the arrangement for the ladies' and· strangers galleries? .. It will give more room. 
17: Do you think the position chosen for the reporters' gallery is a good one? Yes, it is the p1·oper 

position. • · · · · · · · , · · 

18. ·what do you think of the present proposal-widi-reg·ard·to converting the present libraries into private 
1·ooms for Members? There is one objection, and that is that it would bring strangers too much into the 
precincts of the, Ho1,1~~-- M'tny cC>mplaints are-made, w11_ich .perhap~ don't reach Members themselves, but 
which come to ine,' of c'ei·tai11· Membei·s·bringirig strancrers into the libraries, and I think that these two 
morns should be appropriated as private rooms for 

0

Members only, not as conference rooms to_ bring 
strangers into. · · 

~9. By ilfr. Macltenzie.-Then where would .you bring strangers? Down stairs would be the. best 
place. , • · : . • .. , ·:: ';i,-- ,~::.:',:·. ': 

20. By the Ohafrman.-Do you think the proposed Committee rooms, and the room for the Chairman 
Committees, as proposed, would be an advantage? Yes, they are well arranged. 
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:21. Do you think that the accommodation in the reporters' room is sufficient? I have not heard any 

<complaints about it. It is a spacious room. 
22. It is a great improvement on the past? Yes, except with rcgarrl to the reporters having to come 

upstairs. I do not know that there is any particular reason why it should not be downstairs. 
23. Are there any suggestions you would like to offer to the Committee? I do not know whether it 

would spoil the architectural beauty of the building, but I think it would add to the comfort of Members 
if there were a balcony round the front of the building. It would not cost a great deal, and. would add to 
the comfort of Members in a large degree. 

24. Don't you think it is inadvisable to relinquish the present newspaper room? Y cs. It is now in 
an exceedingly convenient position, and l do not know where you could get a better one. It is convenient 
to both Houses. 

25. By 11:fr. Gill.-Do yott think that the present library is not large enough? It is not. In regard. 
to the caretakers' cottages, it seems to be a rather anomalous arrangement that we should have caretakers 
who are away from the building. The whole of the Legislative Council portion of the building is entirely 
unguarded after the House rises at night, and. during recess from after 5 o'clock in the afternoon. Doran, 
the messenger, who is in charge of this portion of the building, lives in Lansdowne Crescent, anrl there is not 
a living soul in the building after he goes away in the afternoon. I have always thought that this was very 
wrong, especially in the interests of the library, as it would be very easy fo1· anyone to get in and steal the 
books right and.left. 

26 .. You think the protection of the building on the Legislati vc Council sitle is not sufficient? 'l'here 
is none, and that answer applies particularly to the library. 

27. By 11:fr. Gill.-Would not under the library be a good position for a caretaker's residence? Yes. 
28. By t!te C!tai1·man.-Do you think it desirable that the caretaker should reside on the premises? 

Yes, otherwise the place is left to take ·care of itself. The windows of the smoking room could easily be 
opened if anyone wished to get in. 

29. Is St. Leger's accommodation sufficient? Yes. I think that he is in very good quarters. 
30. Are there any fort.her suggestions you wotild like to make to the Committee ? No ; I think that 

is all I have to say. . 

HENRY ELMS LETTE, called and examined. 

31. By the C!tai-rman.-What is your name? Henry Elms Lette. 
32. Yon a1·e Chairman of Committees of the House of Assembly? Yes. 
33. _Do you think it would be an improvement to enlarge the Chamber as proposed? Yes. It would 

make the Chamber a good many feet longer and wider, and of ·course it would he a great improvement. 
Members require something· better than they. have now, and I think that this would be a most decider! 
improvement. · 

3'1. Rave you any suggestion to offer with regard to your own room? As far as the· Chairman of 
Committees is concerned, he ought to be us near to the Chamber as possible. 'fhe present room is too far 
a way, and in the suggested arrangements the room is too distant. 

35. Do you think it desirable that we should have one large room for the library? Yes. That would 
be very desirable. . • 

36. Do yott think that there ought to be a room for newspapers as distinct from the library," an'tl as 
close to the House Chamber as possible? Yes. • 

· 3i By lVIr. Gill.-Do you think that it would be a good plan to· have a fire-proof building for the 
library? Yes, I do. It is not right to run the risk of keeping valuable books in a wooden building. 

38. By the Chainnan.-Do you think it desirable that the Clerk Assistant's room shoulcl be down-
stairs ? _No, I do not think so. . · . 

39. Or the Library Attendant? Certainly not. He should be on the same floor as the Chamber and 
the library. 

40. By 11:fr. Hiddlestone.-What part of the building is most conveni_ent for a room for the Chairman 
of Committees? The part where the library is at present, although the messages going from one House to 
the other woL1ld have to go through that room, and that certainly would be a drawback. It is also desirable 
that there should be a room for witnesses and other strangers. 

41. By the Chairman.-Will you examine this plan of Mr. Fincham's at your leisure, and give the 
Committee any suggestions that may occur to you? Yes, with pleasnre. 

THE HONORABLE NICHOLAS JOIIN BROWN, called and examined. 

42. By the Chaii-nian.-What is your name? Nicholas John Brown. 
43. You are the Speaker of the House of Assembly? Yes. 
44. This plan upon the table has been sketched ·out by Mr. Fincham to assist us in considering- the 

question rif. improving the accommodation. of Parliament Honse, and in it he suggests certain alterations : 
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I will first draw your attention to the propo3ed enlargement of the Chamber-what is your opinion of the
proposal? As far as I could judge from a hasty look at the plan, I think it is an admirable mode of 
enlarging the Chamber. My only objection to it is that it is a work of a permanent character, which 
I would be sorry to see undertaken in connection with these buildings. I think if I may be pardoned for 
offering my opinion unasked on this subject, that we ought to contemplate the building of new Houses of 
Parliament on a more suitable ~ite as soon as the financial position of the country warrants the expenditure~ 
with a due regard to other demands on the Government for roads, bridges, &c., and every permanent addition 
yot1 make to these buildings renders that time more remote. The natural question is, what alternative 
would I propose? I would certainly propose that whatever additions may be required should be supplied 
by wooden structures at tlie back of the building. 

45. Do you think it is desirable to place a valuable library in a wooden building? I did not. notice 
that. The library ought not to be placed in a wooden building. 

46. Have you any o~jection to the library being placed in the western wing of the building? I think 
it is in a very good position. · 

47. Do you think the Legislative Council would object to having it so far away? Of course there is 
a difficulty there-I had overlooked that for a moment. It certainly should be in a central position, 
between the two Houses. The accommodation proposed in this plan is not more than is required. I say 
that from my own certain knowledge of the inconveniences Hon. Members and the officers of the House. 
are under, I do not see a room too many provided he1·e. It is hardly fai1· to ask my opinion off-handJ. 
about matters of detail connected with a complicated subject like this. 

48. You would not think it desirable that the Clerk Assistant should have his room downstairs? No. 
49. Or the Library Attendant? No. I think matters should be so arranged that the Clerk Assistant: 

should have two rooms,-one wliere he can be seen by people who wish to see him on business connected 
with Committees, &c., and a quiet one, where he can do his writing and reading by himself. There can be
nothing but unpleasantness and disarrangement from the present state of affairs. He should have his 
official room as near the Chamber as possible. I will carefully look over the pla,n to-morrow morning, 
and offe1: the Committee any suggestions I may think it desirable.to adopt._ 

HENRY T. MANING, called and examined. 

50. By tlte Cltairman.-What is your name? Henry T. Maning. 
51. You are Clerk Assistant of the House of Assembly? Yes. 
52. Have you seen the alterations suggested in this plan? Yes. I think, on the whole,' the 

suggestions are fairly good. The Members at present suffer very great inconvenience from lack of room,,. 
and I think that the suggested improvement to the Chamber is therefore most desirable. It is most 
inconvenient for the officials who have to look up references and get information for the Members. ·I have· 
to leave my seat and sometimes go down on all fom·s with the Library Attendant to find references that 
may be required. If there is nothing else done, the enlargement of th!) Chamber is desirable. 

53. Do yon think that the position chosen for the lib1·ary is a good one? Yes; but it should be in a, 

substantial building of brick or stone, and should be even large1· than proposed. I think now that we are 
mnning too great a risk in having these wooden buildings about the place. The library is under-insured~ 
and would be hard to replace. 

54. There is an engine downstairs now? Yes; and in consequence the Clerk recently gave notice 
to the Insurance CJompany to come down and inspect the place. 

55. Yon think that the position of the library is a good one, but that it should be a substantial building: 
of brick or stone, and should be larger? Yes. 

56. Do you think that the newspaper room should be near the libra1·y? Yes, and near the House. 
57. Do you think that the Clerk Assistant's room should be downstairs? No. I think that the; 

Clerk Assistant's room should be as near as possible to that of the Chairman of Committees, and the, 
Honse. I think also that the Library Attendant's room should be as near as possible to the library,_ .the 
Clerk Assistant's room, and the Chamber. · 

58. Do you think that a Messenger's room downstairs would be desirable? No, it would be hardly
fair to the men. They are constantly on their feet during the Session; and having to come upstairs for 
every message would only a<ld unnecessarily to their labour. 

59. By Col. St. I:£ill.-Could not they have a waiting-room upstairs, and a room of their own; 
downstairs? During the Session they are always on duty, though on Mondays they are on somewhat 
easier duty. 

60. Do you think that the room allotted for the reporters is in a bad position ? 
that I cannot answer: it i~ fo1· the reporters themselves to decide. I would suggest 
of opinion be elicited from them. 

That is a questiorr 
that an expression 

61. If you have any further. sugges~ions .to make, will you do so at a future meeting? With pleasure. 
The Committee then adjonmed. 
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 1891 
. ,. , ,, (,! :,'. ·'1 --~;-•,·. "}Li•,·~:• ' .... ,· . ,· 

~OBER.t, CLERK,-·_caZle4 and examined. 

62. By M1·. Reibey.-What is'yb"nr n~me?: r_Robe1t 9}~r~ . ." · · 
63. You are Stirgeant-ai~4rmll qf tpe )I~ns~. of Assen;tply? .) ,am., 
64. _Are you fully ~cquainted- ~~-itl1 the ·accomm~dation, afforded to Meipbers in· the P!'esant building? 

Yes.,'-.. ··· . 
,.-, 65. Do vou consider that acconimodation sufficient for 'die Members'; Officers, and Servants of the 
House? Well, it has proved sufficient'as the woi·k has been do.tie, bu_t whe~i1er_o(not it can: b~' i'mp1·oved is 
another question. The present accommodation has snfficed1in_ a way. 

, 66. But you think it might be 'improved? Yes, ,vith advantage. . 
67. What do yon think of the alterations suggested iii the plan upon the table ? .These aiT~ngements 

seems to me to be·very good, but I·,voitld·rather have seen·a rieW Pa1·liaffient Rous~. · ·. · ·· 

68. Do you consider the proposed alteration in the Chamber a good one?. Yes; I think it is very good 
indeed. 
. '69._ Do. you consider th~ I po_sit\_on, 'proposed fo

0

1.- tlie, new. lih\·ary a ·_good one? Yes. ' The p1·esent 
hbi·ary 1s too small altogethei· for the House: If Mernb'ers, wish to discuss anything there is no place but 
the' library to go to. . r • 

;70. D~ yci'u find your present accommpdation sufficient? Well, I cannot say that it ·is very comfortable. 
In the gales of wind that sometimes. occur the wind_ that COIT/_es up thrqugh the floor is very distre~sing. 
The carpet is s·ometimes raised about' 18' inches from the floor .. 'l'lie_ i·oom is too small _fqr- a :Ii replace,_ and 
I 11!!-ve to use.a stove, which is very unhealthy. Wiien I ~1se the s~cive I have to sit witl(the .. µoo,\' <;>pen._ 

.. 71.- Yon_ do ·not think your present room.is suitable tor the Sergeant-at-Arms? No, I do. n~t. Fo1• 
years •-the Sergeant-at-Arms had_ the presen~ _ro_om as also the. one w,here the Clerk Assistant is now. 

72: Do yo~1 think that the s·erv:ants:of the House, and the Assistant Librarian should have theii• rooms 
downstairs? No, I do not think such an arrl\ngement would be a wise one; because they are so· constantly 
required while the House is sitting in looking up books and references of various sorts for the use of 
Members. I think that the Assistant Librarian_especially ought to be as near the Chamber as possible. 

73. What is your opinion in regard to the present accommodation given to the Messengers? It is 
very indifferent indeed. . _ . , . 

74. Do you think that they ought to have their room on _tbe same floor as the Chamber? I think so. 
H would be more convenient. All their work is from ·upstairs, and it would only cause.a loss of time, and 
give them a great deal of extra work, if. they had ·to run upstairs every time they were ret1t1ired. They 
should have some extra accommodation on the same floor as the Chambe1. 

• • • : • I • 

75. Do you think that,the Cle1:k Assistant's room should be downstairs? No, decidedly not. He is 
an <>ffice1· who is reqnired. so frequ.ently by .Members that his.room should be as near to the Chamber as 
possible. 1 ; • · 

76. By Jl!I1·. Gill.-You are awa:ie tliat we have a very valuable library_ connected with these buildings? 
Yes. · · ' ·· 

,77. The proposed new libmry is a wooden one: do you think it would be right to p~1t. a valuable 
lib1:ary into a WO?den building? N~>;_-~ do n_ot think it would_be 11ght to do so'.. I_ would like, io, mention\ 
while on the snbJect, I made a req111s1t10n' for havmg water la1d·on to ·these bmldmgs, and proper hoses. 
supplied, so that in case of fire some proper means might be at hand to deal with it. That requisition J · 
made !n Mr. Braddon's time, but it was not granted at the time; I, am .nor a ware that it has been granted 
since. · In a building like this there ought to be, proper means for dealing with an ontb1·eak of fire. 

78. By tlte 0/iafrman.'-H ave you I any further sng·gestions to make? No, I do not- think that I can 
say anything more. 

NICHOLAS JOHN''l3J,{O.W.N~·,r;alled.a1vl examiner,?._. 

_ 79. ·B.1/ tiw Ohainnan,-'--The. Com~ittee uii:dei·stan'd: thahh'e're are some ~~ggestions you 'Vish to make 
upon a further examination of the plans? I have carefully examined the pl~'ns since I !ast gavii- evidence, 
a:Q.d.I hav.e just pencilled a few memoranda that I· liad ·better- read .. · For..:r~asons. wh_ich I have already 
given in my evidence upon the last occaj;ipn upon which, I appem!ed ·before:,.th1s, Committee, I- am opposed 
to any'pe1;manent or expensive additions being made -to the.- p1•eseiit Parliamentary Buildings; but, ifit is 
de~~ded otl!er~ise! !l~d_ a. !n,ajori,ty_ A~sir~. tl?e .. mpp~sed a~terat~on of the.:.Honse. of Assembly Cliamber, 
wh1c~ _I tl~mk very _gpod m ~t~elf,_ the~ Lc~rt\lm_ly: tlnnl{ the. per~anen_t :~vorlph_oul<;lstop_ ~here. . '.['~ie !!Ost 
of erecting a new library, which must necessal'lly be an expensive b_mldmg, should not, m_my opm1on, be. 
incurred. · Moreovfr, _the library _s,hould_ h_ave -the ~_est. asr,ect o?tai_na_~le, an~ t_l~ere certarnly would be a 
v_ery_ che_erless outlook from our l~brary !f it were·_pl~e:ed ~t _the 

1
ba~IF of the ~mld11;1g_ as ~ho:wn on the, pl_an, 

I thmk 1t wonld be better to·leave the library as 1t 1s. .1. womd prefer pntt11:i,g up _a new ,yoo_dEl!l bml~mg 
adjoining the room at present occupied by the Serge:i-nt-at-Arms, and. s_o prov_ide a ~ew foom for the 
Serg~ant,at-4-rms ~nd_ a second office for the Clerk-Ass1stant. , The: prov.1s10n for Committee Rooms seems 
to.me .to.be more than ample. It must be remembered that this Session .l1as. been .a:Q. e:l(:ception_ally.busy 
one in the matter of Select Committees : otherwise the proposed arrangement seems to me to be a very 
good one. I do not know whether the rooms proposed to be allotted to the Customs Depai·tment are 
sufficient. Assuming this to be so, then some. new building will, of course, be necessary for caretakers. 
My opinion about the whole matter would, perhaps, be modified if I knew what is the estimated cost 
of the proposed alterations. 
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80. Then, you think that the only substantial addition that ought to be made is the addition-to the 
Chamber? I think so, most decidedly, for the reasons I have 'given; but it must be understand that I do 
not,approve even of that addition to the' present bilildings: 

81. And yon object to the library on accot~nt of its position? It would be a mistake to put the 
library where you propose to put it. 

82. Why do yon think that the library.should have a cheerful outlook? I can only answer that by 
saying that if you or I were building a house for ourselves we. would not build our library loofoing into the 
back yard,-we would like to put it in the most cheerful part of the house. • • - · · · 

.' 83. Would you riot consider more the comfort of a quiet room to read in than the view it would give 
you? I do not wish to argue 1he matter; I only express my opinion. I should certainly select the front 
rather than the back of the building for the library. · 

84. Do i1ot' you consider that the present library is miserably small? Yes, it is quite insufficien't?. 
85. Is it not quite impossible· to classify the hooks there? Yes. It would iielp to do a{vq,y with th~ 

o~jections to the present library if it .were enlarg·ed; but·I must adhere-to the opinion that it-'would be a 
mistake to make any permanent·or expensive additions to :the present building. · 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 1891. 

FREDERICK A. PACKER, 1·ecalled and ex~rnined. 
' , 

86. ·By the Clwirman.-Do you think that this plan, as revised, is an inipr·ovement on the one that was 
:fi~·st sub_mitted for our consideration? Generally speaking, ,I think that it is. Of course, it gives a much 
nidre spacious library, but I think that the room for newspapers should be on the_ same- floor. as the library 
and chamber, as Mem.bers constantly require to refer ~o tl1em. I do ,n<:>t approve of the .-1·oom proposed 
for the Library Attendant. I thi11k that he should have a desk or partition of some sort. in the library or 
the newspaper room. It is a great mistake -to make the Library Attendant, what.he is becoming too ,much 
now, and that is a sort of general clerk. My reason for saying this is that trouble is frequently experienced 
in regard to books and newspapers, particularly the latter, being ,taken away from the .premises wl1en there 
is no one there to see to them. I can give you an instance this very week. The English _Standards and 
some other papers, which ca~e in here on Saturday last, were taken a-way by one Member, and he had: 
them until this (Friday) morning-nearly a week-during which time no other Member.had an oppor_tunity 
of seeing them. If there were someone in the place to see that the papers were in .their places that.1\'quld, 
not be clone. You may make rules, but ifa·Member chooses to put papers under his ai·m and walk away 
with them when no one is looking, what can be clone? The Library Attendant is a great part of his ·time 
in the side room, whi_ch at one time used to be the Clerk As5istani's room, engaged in the distribution of 
papers and so on. Iris a question which should be gone into, whether it is desirable that he should be 
employed in that work at all, and whether, as in other Legislatures, there should not be a Clerk of Papers, or 
someone to do that work. In some way or._ other. the Library Attendant should be always about the· 
libr;i,ry, otherwise I am afraid it will be impossible to check the abuses which I have ,referred. to;- It·
wo_uld be po~sible to include the ncw::papers and the lib1:ary i11. the one room, .but the o~jection has to be 
considered ,rbether the distnrb1nee caused by those who came.in to read the newspapers ,would-be too; 
great. Another matter I would like to mention is that the Chairman of Committees ought to he as near 

• the Clerk Assistant's room as possible. 
87. Do you wish to offer any further suggestions to the Committee ? There ought· to be some· small 

room set apart for the doorkeeper arnl messenger. Having St. Leger constantly downstairs in his own· 
quartel's works very badly. He should have some room to go into when he is on. duty, and remain there 
during regular office hours, for if a messenger is. allo,vecl to be livin?; in l1is own house during office .homs 
he is reall~· only nominally on cli1ty: In every other depai-tment unde'r the Governm~nt the messengers 
ha:ve offices where they have to be m regular attendance when on duty. 

NICHOLAS JOHN BROWN, recalled and·examined. 
88. By t!te C!wirman.-Have you had an opportunity of examining· the revised plan of the alterations 

proposed to Parliament Hou!'e? Yes. · 
89. What do you think of tl1e proposal to increase the size of ~he refreshment rQom? I think, 

always with the reservation I have made as to any permanent improvements, that it w,oul~. be a_ great 
improvement. ,. ,, .. , 

90. ·Don't yon think that tlwroom for the Sergeant-at-Arms should be as near the Chamber- as. possible? 
I think most decidedly that "it. should be as· ne'ar the Bar of the House as possible. I. think that,the · 
present library is the best room for the Sergeant-at-Arms. 

91. Have you any stiggestions· to niake with regai·d · to this revised plan? The only suggestion I wish 
to make is in regard to the reporters' gallery. The reporters have always been provided with ample 
spaee up to the present, and they might find themselves· rather crowded under the new ar1:angement. 
Provided that the reporters have sufficient room, I think the place · proposed is tlie prof1er one for them. 
As to_ the other arrangements for the newspap.ers and, reading room, -the rooms for Parliamentary records 
and papers, and so forth, I have no suggestions to offer. I think the general arrangements are ·very good. 
I have previously stated that I thought that the extension of the chamber would be a great improvement. 
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92. Dol:ls the lighting of the library from above to a great extent remove the objection you had to it? 

It certainly modifies my objections very much; but I still object to the library being placecl at the back 
of the building. To light it from above, and so get rid of the unattractive outlook, is certainly a great 
improvement on the former proposal. The light from above for reading is very much preferable to the 
light from a window. 

93. By M1·. Hiddlestone.-Do you think all these matters are worth serious consideration, and, i 
possible, carrying into effect? No, I do not. I think it is a mistake to go on atlJ.ing to this present 
building, as we are doing from year to year, because every addit.ional thousand pounds you spend on this 
building makes more distant the day upon which we will have buildings more suitable for the purpose, and 
in a better position. · 

94. By Col. St. Hill.-But this building as it is proposed to be altered will be suitable for Govern
ment offices of some sort or another? As far as I know, the Government departments, with the exception 
of the Post and Telegraph Offices,-arc pretty well provided for at present. 

95. By t!te Cliafrman.-You think it is not _desirable to spend money on the present building? I 
certainly do not think that it is wise to spend money on permanent improvements. If additiona. accommo
dation is required, and that accommodation can be provided by comparatively temporary wooden buildings 
adjoining the present room of the Sergeant-at-Arms, I say let it be given; but to spend a large sum of 
money, which will mean the Legislature remaining here for another twenty years, I think will !Jc a great 
mistake. 

96. Considering the great inconvenience that Members suffer at present for want of room, do not you 
think it would be a wise thing to spend £4000 or £5000 in giving accommodation that is actually 
necessary? I think that the expenditure of £1000 at the outside, not interfering with the present library, 
would give all the accommodation we require at present. 

97. Do you think there is any probability of a new Parliament House being built within the next ten 
years? 1 think that within the next five years there is a great probability of the Colony being in a position to 
unde1·take a work of that kind. I think that it is not too soon now to ask Parliament to vote £200 or .£300 
-I don't know exactly what the amount would be-for plans for a new and thoroughly well-arranged 
building for the accommodation of the Legislature. If you call for tenders for plans now, you may be sure 
that it will be four or five yeai·s before matters will be sufficiently matured for the work to he undertaken. 
I think in five years the Colony will be quite in a position to undertake the expenditure. 

98. By Col. St. Hill.-What if federation comes about? I was about to refer to that. In making 
any alterations it is not an unreasonable thing to take into cousid~ration the possibility of whatever 
Legislative buildings we provide here being partially used for the Meeting·s of the Parliament of the 
Commonwealth of Australia. I have been influenced all through by that consideration. 

99. By the Clwirman.-Would not the alterations suggested in the present building he rendered more 
necessary by that consideration? Perhaps arrangements could be made that might prove suitable, btit 
certainly the position of the present buildings is not suitable. 

· 100. Do you think that the colony would be justified in spending £40,000 or £5_0,000 if the Federal 
Pai•liament was to meet here? The whole of the colonies would participate in that expenditure, if yott 
assume that the Federal Parliament wonlcl require a separate and distinct building, but I do not assume 
that; the buildings used by the local Parliament might be very well joined with buildings arranged for 
use by the Federal Parliament, if they are large and commodious enough. 

101. You think if the imp1•ovements now suggested were carried out the present buildings would be 
suitable for the Federal Parliament, but that the site is not good enough? No; I must say that I do not 
think so; in the first place the Chamber would not be large enough. In the Federal Parliament there 
will be llO Members, and here you are only providing accommodation for 36 or 38. 

102. But we are going to give room for double the number of Members that there are nt present? 
Well, even then it will not be large enough for the Commonwealth Parliament. 

103. B.IJ .lJ!Ir . .L1f'ICenzie.-Do you think that the buildings of the Commonwealth Parliament should 
be used by the local Parliament? I see no reason why they should not be adjoining and on the same site. 

THURSDAY, OcTODER 1, 1891. 

JAMES FINCHAM, called and examined. 

104. By the Chairman.-What is your name? James Fincham. 
105. Can you give us the approximate cost of the improvements you have suggested in the plans yott 

have prepared? I can give you the approximate cost, but I cannot give the amount very closely until the 
plans have been p1·operly worked out and the quantities calculated. I put down the cost at something 
between £5000 and £6000. 

106. Do you think that the improvements suo-o-ested can be effected at a lower cost? No, I do no 
think so. 

00 

107. By .Ll:b· . .L1fackenzie.-I suppoBe the most expensive part would be extending the Chamber? 
Yes, that would be the most expensive portion of the work. 

· 108. BY_ the Cliai1·man.-Will it take yo1i long to stipply an accurate estimate of the cost? I should 
want a fortmght. 

· 109. Do you think that necessary improvements could bn effected at a lower cost? I should hardly like 
to constitute myself a judge of what is necessary and what is not; but I have consulted yourself, Mr. 
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Chai_rman_, as you are aware, as to the requirements of the Honse of Assembly, and 1 also spoke to the 
President of the Legislative- Council, and went over the rooms connected· with that building with ·Mr .. 
Nowell, which, I _believe, was at your ,s1iggestion. Mr. l\ owell poirited out the various requirements "there, ' 
and the President suggested the necessity of some large room in which banquets could be held, and with 
that in view I sketched out the extension of the present refreshment room, although I thought at the time 
that it would be possible to utilise the large library that it is proposed to construct for such occasions'. I 
had some thoughts of seeing if I could not save expense by doing a way with the proposed alterations to the 
Chamber, by throwing the dais into another position altogether, but I am not prepared ·to say that _I could 
manage that without disarranging the whole of the rooms; which are now fairly well gi·ouped 
together. I fancy that a large common room for members of the press attending both Houses of Parliament 
would be very acceptable to the members of the press, and one of them pointed out to me that there shoulcl 
be. some separate room for members of the press that were waiting to go on to work, as those . who were . 
smoking and talking interfered with those who were at work. The only way in which that could be done 
is by giving the mcm hers of the press a spare room, and there is one on the lower floor .. I was mi able·. 
to put the dwellings, in accordance with your wishes, in the basement of the building,,. They will have 
t? go where shown, with their front facing yard and not the street. The alteration of the Chamber has 
o~e great advantage which commends itself to my mind, and that is that the present buildings are 
thoroughly well constructed, and will pay for alteration. One weak point is the outerwall of the Chamber 

110. How much has it.gone_out of the perpendicular? Not mtwh; it seems to be more bulged than 
anything else. I should say that it is two inches out of the perpendicular. This is, no doubt, caused by 
the bad constrnction of the roof, j tist as the Treasury roof ca11sed the walls to bulge until we took the thing 
in hand. 

lll. Yon think in the proposed alterations to the Chamber that you can improve the atmosphere? 
Yes, besides giving much needed accommodation to the press and strangers. 

112. And do away with the present danger to health that exists? Yes. 
· ll3. Have you ever attended the Chamber when it is crowded? In past years I have, but not for 

sonie time. 
114. Have you ever found the atmosphere unpleasant? Before the electric light was laid ·on l have 

found it abominably unpleasant at times. 
115. You were not in the House on Tuesday evening? No. 
T!te Clwirman.-A gentleman ente!·ed the House on 1'uesday evening and told me to-clay tiiat he 

could not stand the atmosphere of the Chamber, which fairly stank. 
ll6. Do you think that for the expenditure of £6000 the Chambe1· could be made suitable for years to 

come? Yes; and I think the building is so good that it will pay for alteration. Some buildings are so 
bad that when you begin to alter them they tumble about your ears. This building is thoroughly well 
constructed, and will pay for any alterations that may be made to it. 

APPENDIX A. 

Sept. 17, 1887. 
Mv DEAR Sm, 

ON several occasions in the past I have called attention in the Honse of Assembly to the want of 
accommodation provided for Members, to the bad ventilation of the Chamber, and the unhealthy atmos
phere in consequence ; also, to the mean and miserable provision for visitors and Servants of. the House. 
On each occasion the Minister of the day promised that "during the recess he wo11ld consider the matter 
and remedy the evils complained of." With the exception of removing the Reporters to the Strangers' 
Gallery, building a heavy gallery over the Chair of the Sergeant of Arms, and fitting up a Bow for the 
"Ladies' Gallery," very little ebe has been done. 

. For many years past Members have complained of the unhealthy atmosphere of the House. Several 
have attributed loss of sight and attacks of illness to the bad ventilation and foul atmosphere of the Chamber. 
Last night Mr. Pillinger was compelled to retire, being unable to endure the heat and foul air. A few 
evenings before the M.ember for Kingborough (Mr. Gill) had to leave his seat for the same cause. 

My object in writing is to suggest improvements-such as can be made without any great cost, and 
such as the comfort, health, and convenience of Members and Servants of the House demand. As the 
erection of a new House of Parliament cannot be entertained at the present time, nor, indeed, for many 
years to come, the Mem hers of Parliament have, I think, a right to ask for such an expenditure of money 
as would make the present building more convenient and Jess injurious to health. If that portion of the 
building now occupied by the Collector of Customs were given up for the enlargement of the House of 
Assembly and other additions, a great change for the better could be effected at a small cost-such a change 
as would not only conserve the comfort of Members, but afford for many years to come, and until the 
Country would be justified in erecting a new House, all that is actually necessary. The Chamber of the 
As-sembly could be enlarged by throwing the Speaker's room into it; a gallery for visitors and strangers 
sucl1 as the dignity of Parliament demands, and more room and conveniences for Members, could be easily 
provided. The Speaker's, Clerk's room, and Committee rooms, much needed, could be placed where the 
Customs offices now are. 
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· ; I call your attention to the inadequate accommodation provided,for the-Assi•st1tnt Clerk. · This-office is 

small;:mu~h-used .. by .the public and Members; and is occupied also· by Assistant Librarian, in whose 
cl!arge are Parliamentary papers constantly needed by Members. · . · • · 

· Tl,(t Messenger's room, is too ·small,-not larger than- :l' glass- odinen closet i11 many private re::iidences; . 
The comfort of the servants of the Bouse deserves consideration 

,.· 'I:'he-Sergeant-at-Arms' room is not· what ,it ought to be -small, out of the way, and not fit for any 
gentleman to occupy as an office or retiring room. . · , · 

.· • Under existing arrangements neit-her the :privacy nor comfort of M:embers··is secured. The Reporters, 
Assist_ant Clerk, Assistant Librarian; and Messengers are hudrlled together; an'd ·every year's experience of 
our :work in Parliament confirms my opinion that a -radical' change·- is -needed, if the dignity of Parliament, 
the comfort of Members, and the convenience of the officers and servants are worthy of consideration. · 

: , The expenditure of some £20CJO or £3000 will effect the changes I propose. I trust you will give this 
subje9tyour grave consideration. . . · ·. 

I am, &r.. 

Tfte Hm~. tlte Pr(lmier. 
THOMAS REIBEY, Speaker. 

Srn, 
. House ef .Assembly, Tuesday, 1st Novembe1·, 1887. 

I HAVE the 11onor of informing- you that, at a meeting of Members of the House held on Friday last, 
it .was unanimously .resolved that I should· communicate a ·request to you that the Government should 
submit a vote to Parliament, during the present Session, in order to carry out the alterations in the House 
of _Assembly specified in my letter of the 17th of September last, which still remains unacknowledged. 

I may add that the meeting was largely attended by M;embers from both sides of the Honse, and that 
the recommendations contained in my letter already referred to, were cordially approved 'of. 

I am, &c. 
THOS. REIBEY, Speaker. 

T!te Hon. tlt11 Chief Secretary. 
. I • • • . 

C!ti~f Sem·etary's Office, Hoba1·t, 2nd l{ovembe1·, 1887. 
SIR, . 

I HAVE the honor to ackno,vledge the 'receipt of y'our letter of yesterday's date, calling attention to 
your communication of the 17th September last, and requesting that a Vote should be submitted to 
Parliament dming the present Session in order to carry out the alterations in the House of Assembly 
therein referred to. 

·-Youl"lette:r-has been forwarded to the Honorable the Minister of Lands and Works, to whom your 
former communication was transmitted on the 23rd September last. 

I have, &c._ 

Tlte Hon01·able t!te Spealwr of the House of Assembly. 

WILLIAU THOUAS STRUTT7 
GOVERNMENT PRINTER, TASMANIA, 

P. 0. FYSH. 
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THOMAS COOK JUST, called and examined. 

By the Oltairman.-What is your name ? Thomas Cook Just. 
Have you seen the plan upon the table, which contains suggested alterations for the improvement of 

the House ? Yes. · 

Do you think that the alterations suggested in the Chamber would be a great convenience? Un
doubtedly. It is a question chiefly of the expense, because, after all, it is a makeshift. There is one thing 
I am afraid of, and that is that these continuous long passages will create enormous draughts. The 
complaint now in the Chamber is that the place is too draughty. 

But the Chamber will not be so much a passage when altered as proposed as it is now? Of course it 
will be relieved in that respect. 

By Mr. Gill.-Are you satisfied with the reporters' room as it is at present? To my mind it is 
comfortable and commodious enough. The only trouble is that it is a long way from the gallery. I would 
I ike to see the reporters' room near the gallery, immediately behind it it possible. We want really two 
rooms. When a lot of men are writing out notes and absorbed in their work other men want to talk, and 
there should be a room where the reporters who are working could go on, and another room i.n which the 
other men could talk or see people, or get instmetions, without disturbing those who are at work. 

Would the two rooms downstairs do? Yes, they would do very well. I understand that there is a 
great lack of storage ro•>m for blue. books, papers, and so on, and it struck me that a couple of rooms for 
the press, with good store-rooms underneath, could be made where the window is at the foot of Mr. 
Packer's steps. We could then g·o out of the gallery and walk into our room without having to travel so 
far as we do now. 

Are you aware that we have a very valuable collection of books in the library ? Yes. 
Do you think it would be wise to keep them in a wooden building ? No, I do not think you would 

gain anything by doing so. Brickwork is cheap enough. · 
It is suggested that the present. wooden building shoulil be taken down, and a fire-proof one erected, in 

which the books and papers could be all kept together? It would not be wide enough to get the proper 
arrangement of the books. You want proper passages and bays, with tables down the centre. The 
modern wa.y of arranging libraries is on the bay system. 

By t!te Ohairman.-Have you any further suggestions to offer to the Committee? There is one thing 
that I would like to mention, and that is that the reporters are complaining of draughts up in the gallery. 

By Mr. JWackenzie.-Would it be possible to have the system of classification you have mentioned 
in the present library? The present room is so cut up that you would not have room enough for the bays. 

The books are in two or three roomf< at present ? You would have to pull down the walls. The books 
may be classified by subdividing the shelves. The present rooms are too confined altogether. 

Is there any way of extending the newspaper room? You can build that out as much as you please. 
You will .find as the years go on that you will want a great deal more room, and it is as well to make the 
alterations large enough while you are about it. I should like to see the present building let alone for the 
present, or enough spent upon it to suffice for present needs, and a splendid design gone in for for a new 
building on Franklin Square. You want to face the harbour _with a magnificent front. The .approach tQ 
the reporters' gallery in the Council is abominable, and wants alteration, 

Wl!.UJ.·111 1'HOhUS l!TRUTT! 
GuVEll:\'MEN'l' l'.kl:.TKR, T.-611.A.NI..t. 


