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TWEZ‘V-TY-NINTH“:.Annual 'Re‘bbrt o‘if- tlLG"I-‘.IOBAR:T BENEVOLENT SOCIETY.

Ix presenting the Report of the work done during the year 1888, the Executive Committee invite
particular attention to.items marked for special consideration. o :

It is not easy for persons unacquainted with the working of the Institution to gauge the amount
.of constant supervision. that is required in order.that the Society may do the work for which it was
originated, viz., “ to relieve the poor, the distressed, and the afflicted, and thereby .discountenance
as much as possible mendicity and vagrancy, and to encourage industry among the indigent.” .

We are met face to face with this problem, how are the ranks of poverty and wretchedness. to
be reduced? TFor we find in not a few instances that for three generations the same families have
been receiving aid either from this or some similar institution, and to all appearances the young
generation growing up will follow in the footsteps of their parents. s

But against this we have a hopeful sign in several of those who for a long time past have
received help from this Society. . Having improved their circumstances they have tendered grateful
thanks for what has been done for them, and expressed themselves as not needing further assistance.
Coming back to the work done during the year, 483 persons have received aid, and 56 cases of
sickness have been supplied with medical comforts in the shape of cocoa, cornflour, and sago, and
orders given for medicine at the hospital ; 27 widows bhave had their wants and the wants of their
children carefully attended to. But what about the husbands away, in gaol, and out of work? Some
have gone away never intending to return; and as to those in gaol, could not some scheme be
.devised by the Government providing for a portion of their earnings to be given towards the
support of their families? Those out of work must, in the majority of instances, it is feared, be
numbered with the idle, the eareless, and the unfit. -

The Regisfrar" s Report for the year 1888 is as follows :—

On the books from last year there were 60 cases, comprising 159 individuals. The totals for
the year were 483, comprising 66 males, 133 females, 284 children—483. -

Of the adults there were—50 cases of sickness,'S hasbands in gaol, 21 husbands out of work,
2 accidents, 22 husbands away, 27 widows, 17 destitute persons, 6 aged and infirm ; total, 153.

Relief was given to 20 individuals going up country seeking employment, or going to the
Depbt at New Town. ,

The rations issued during the year were—Bread, 30218 lbs.; sugar, 4022 lbs.; ‘tea, 749 lbs.;
oatmeal, 1029 lbs. ; rice, 2550 Ibs. And for sick cases—Cornflour, 51 lbs.; sago, 404 lbs.; cocoa,
24 1bs. ‘ ‘ .

Wood and coals were given by friends to the amount of £64, which enabled the Society to
supply fuel to the poor during the winter months. Blankets were also given by three friends to
the amount of £8 3s. A friend, « Sympathy,” sent £10, and another from M.A.G., £5, to be
given in special -cases in money, blankets, &c. It will be seen by the current account that the sum
of £32 0s. 8d. was paid to the men working in the wood-yard, and that 147 dozen of kindling
wood has been sold, amounting to £7 7s. 4d. Lodging tickets and rents for the homeless had been
given amounting to £24 12s. 6s., and for special cases and cases for the hospital a sum of £7 13s.
had been expended. .
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The Christmas and New Year treat, which was much appreciated, was providéd at a cost of
£31 2s., independent.of generous gifts, as the subjoined statement will show :—

Flour—Purchased.............. 450 lbs. Raisins & Currants—Purchased. 168 lbs.
Given . oveererernerennnss 250.1bs. Given...... 165 lbs.
Total. svevrerererecerns T001bs:, 7S I 333 Ibs.

Cake—Purchased; 700.1bs. ;; packets.of. Lollies ;f&rvtliezacliil&i'emlOQ,fahd 14 lbs. Paper Bags.
The usual investigation:of: cases:Has:been:made:thiroughout:the: year:
The collection: ofi subseriptions lias been: continued!, ‘

In addition to thie Society’s cases set forth in- the Registrar’s Report, the Committee exercise
supervision, on behalf of the Government, of pauper cases in Hobart and suburbs, entailing a
large-amount:of: time.and-attention, as theisubjoined listiof: cases will:in'some measure: indicate.

There were on the books of the Government.acocount. a.total of 297 adults and 145 children,
distributed as follows :—56 women ; 11 single men, blind, aged and invalid; 19 married couples,
very aged ; 21 widows, with 69 children; 4 families, men blind, 12 children; 2 women, husbands
away, 13' children; 4' women, déserted, 11' children; 3 women; fatliers invalids, 12' children;
1 woman, husband in depét, 3 children; 5 -women, husbands. under sentences, 25- children.—Total
children, 145. ‘

Nineteen cases were-transferred from: the-Society ; 15 cases were reinstated’ after: being- off: thie
‘Books' for some time for various reasons; 27 cases were- taken’ off the books, their eircumstances
having improved by husbands:discliarged'from gaol and' able: to earn- something, others being- kept
by their friends, widows married, 24; 2 cases, ditto hospital; 9 deaths; 12 cases to the lying-in
establishment ; 568 cases sent to thie Depot at New Town.

£e S. d‘. £ S. d.

The total cost In cash Was .vcceeeiiiiieriiiiiiinnenenss ereeanrerrenenes 24616 6
Rations distributed :—
Bread, 78,860 1Bs.....iceuirerreeiienirneereerevacens eeeenarvaeens 314 4 O
Tea, 3049 lbs..... S e 108 0 O
Sugar, 16,667L IBS...ccveviniriiiiiiiiniirierneisesineesssianeninse 118 0 O
Oatmeal, 8953 1bs...rves v iciiiniiiiieiirieeriiieienrieeesaeaennnns 60 10: 5
Rice, 8BI53 1bS.cuivieriersrirrrenrerreerneevnsrsensncoreoscesanesnane 74 13 10
—_— 675 8 3
£922 4 9

Taking the year 1880, when the smallest amount was distributed by the Administrator of
Charitable Grants for the 10 years previously, as recorded in the Report of the Royal Commission
on Charitable Institutions, Appendix B.—viz. £2234,—and the total cost of 1888—£922 —it will
be seen that a saving to the Government of £1312 is effected, so. that the Society is not only doing
a good work among the poor, but assisting the Government to reduce the. charitable. allowances.

The records of the Society reveal the startling fact that over 400 children in Hobart and
suburbs are leaning on public charity for bread. Many of these little ones are being trained to
pauperism, coming as they do for their own and their parents” dole. What manner of men and
women will these children be? Are there not settlers in the country districts who would be glad to
train the boys to labour and the girls in the many departments of domestic life? Probably some
direct preparatory training would be necessary before these children could be recommended either
for town or country service. The vital issue remains, shall these. children be trained and made
useful colonists ?—shall they continue to be trained as paupers, or shall pauperism be restricted to a
very mnarrow circle indeed? Such is the consideration which is respectfully submitted to the
subscribers of the Benevolent Society, and to every colonist taking an interest in the well-being
and prosperity of the land..

Appended is a copy letter forwarded to the Hon. the Chief Secretary.™
J. W, SIMMONS, Chairman of the Ezecutive Committee B, S.

* This letter has been printed separately. See Parliamentary Paper, No..11.
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STATEMENT of RecErers: and” ExpeNDITURE for the Year 1888.

1888.

Dec. 31st.

D=r. £ s d
Subscriptions and Donations..... 1381 -0
Donations for Fuel...._ .............. . 58 17--6°|
Donations for Xuigs Tieat ........ 31« -2 0
Government Grdnt fdr 1887 ...... 200' 0, O;

1888...... 100: 0: 0

Interest on Capxtag 'Acgp_unt ...... 222:’;1_0; 0,
£750 10 6
Balance...coaeeiiiiiniiiiiiiiininnn, 38 010

Bxamined with the vouchers and found correct.

CHAS. E. WALCH

GEO. SALIER, - § Auditors.
January 29, 1889.

1888 5
’Dec 3lst

K

R AR RS

aococcocomxoonomwe N

Cra

Balance of 1887........ .

Groceries Agcount. .

Bread........cocveiiieviiiennienneecanse

Reg:strar s.Salary..

Printing, &e:.\ lweeesericneiinnas

Cab for Hospltal Patients......... 0 8

Loangs..cceureniniiinniiiiniennenenens 10

Men-in wood—yard .................. 32 0

Wood ahd Coal Account.. .. 68 7

Rents and Lodgmg-tlckets e 2412

Sick CaSES . cciirerierneraeninene onee 10 0

Special cases.. 7 5

Blar;kets....,....'.-. ..................... 6 3

Expenses of Christmas Treat..... 31 2

InSUranCe....ocveeeeerectireescsnnaanes 110

Repuirs.............. 6 5

Interest at Bank 0 6
£712 9 8

Balance .....oocoieviiiiiiiniiiiinnnas 38 010

- £750 10 6

———

WM. WITT, Registrar

The Treasurer in Account current with the HoBART BENEVOLENT SOCIETY.

1888.

Dr. £ s d

To Subscriptions and Donations... "188 1 0
Fuel Donations........cc.c........ 58 17 6
Christmas Donations............ 31 2 0
Government Grant, 1887 ...... 200 0 0

» 1888..... 100 0 O

Interest on Debentures......... 222 10 0
Legacy—C. Abbott.............. 500 0 O
Debentures; viz.,£265& £300° 565 O° 0

. £1815 10" 6

CAPITAL ACCOUNT.

1888.
Jan. 1st.

Oct. 19.
Apr. 14.

* | Dec. 81

Cr. £ s d
By Balance......cooeereeenieeilodinnins 128 3 0
Miscellaneous Payments as

per Pass Book........c....eent 584 0 1
Debentures re  Legucy, C. 500 0 0

ADbBDBOtt.....cviiennararaanenanne
Deposit fixed at Bank V.D.L.,

Limited. ccovverrveeeniiaciennnes 565 0 O
Interest on Overdraft. .......... 06 7
By Balance. ...ceeevienniinnnnnnne 38 010

£1815 10 6

RD. T. WESTBROOK, Z'reasurer.

. £ s d
Legacies and Donations......ceeuiiiiiiienniininne, 3884 5 2
Amount on Deposit at Bank......ccoeereuniieinninnn. 997 11 10

»  in M.P. Building Society................ 600 0 O

. £5481 17 0

Society’s Premises, Bathurst-streetu................ £1000 0 (0]
Fire and Flood Emergency Fund, on Fixed

Deposite.e.ieniiniiiiriiiiiiiiiin e, 100 0 O

Accrued Interest.....ocvunrierreerierrniiiisrnnninnenn 3810 4

£138 10 4
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INVESTED CAPITAL.

s d.
" Debenture, due January 1st, 1898 ...ccccuvvieennnns 2000 0 O
» sy January 15th, 1890........c.cuuue.ee. 500 0 0O
» .» October 10th, 1890...........cceuneenn 500 0 O
w9 ADHl 18t 1890.....cueririeeenerenenn 600 0 0
n R V- NS 100 0 ©
” s October 5th, 1894,............. 500 0 0
Deposit V.D.L. Bank, due April 14th, 1889...... 300 0 O
» ,, 5 February 25th, 1890....... 116 17 0
5. , » April 14th, 1889............. 25 0 0

» Rr.p. Building Society, December
CBtH, 1889...viurieeireereierereesaereeteetensens 600 0 0
£5481 17 0

Examined, 12th March, 1889.

ALFRED CRISP, Mayor. .
J. W. SIMMONS, Chairman of the Executive Committee.

WILLIAM THOMAS STRUTT,
GOVERNMENT PRINTER, TASMANTA. .



