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ISLAND OF TASMANIA"l 

(TO WIT,) j 

THE Information on Oath of ·witnesses taken: this·eighteenth day of 'July, in the year of otir 
~Lord One thousand eight .hundred and sixty, at the House of Correction for Females, situate 
at the Cascades,· near Hobart Town, in the· said Island of Tasmania, before ·me ALGERNON 

BURDETT JONES, Esquire, one. of Her Majesty's Coroners for the said Island and its 
.Dependencies, on view of the body of Mary M'Donald, then lying dead, as follows;* viz.:-

.The l1J,jormation on Oatli of ELIZA HoLLIDAY, who saith-
_·r AM a.nurse belonging to Her Majesty's Colonial Hospital at Hobart"Town. I·have·this·day, 

· in the presence of the Coroner and Jury now sitting, _and of the witnesses Ann Reid, Mary Ann 
:&-I'Guinnesa, John Serviss, Mr. Ringrose, Austin Atkins, and Mr. George Washington Turnley, 
seen the body of Mary M'Donald lying dead in the Dead-house attached to the House of Correction 

. for Females at the Cascades, near Hobart Town. There were four other dead bodies of women in 
the Dead-house at the time, all of which I saw and identified as the bodies of Mary Ann M'Guinness, 

.Ann Walker, Ruth Richmond, and Mary Reilly. I was removed from the Colonial Hospital to 
this building three months ago last Saturday. Ann Reid, another nurse; came with me and twenty­
seven patients from the Hospital. Mary M'Donald and the other women, whose bodies I have seen 

·to-day, were amongst them. When we arrived here, we all went into that part of 'the premises 
occupied by the invalids, and we have remained there up to the present time. -Eleven of the patients 
and myself went into the ,big ward. Seven of the patients went into the little ward shown to· the 

. Jury to-day. That is the ward in which M'Donald and the other women were found dead. The 
nurse, Ann Reid, and·nine of the patients went into a ward up stairs in a yard adjoining, all went 
on well till Sunclay morning last, I went into the little ward then about seven o'clock. I perceived. 

· M'Guinness breathing hard and went over to her and asked her how she was, she said she felt very . 
ill. I then went out of 1.he room, as the other women seemed to bfl asleep. I did not go in again 
till breakfast·time, about eight o'clock. Ann Reid followed me in. We saw M•Guinness, she was 

·very stiff, not breathing at all. Ann Reid cried out," She is dead." We went over to M'Donald 
and found that she was .dead too. We went then to Ann Walker and found that she was dead. I 
said we had better send for the Doctor, and I sent some one for Dr. ·Turnley, I cannot say who it 
was I sent. Mr. Serviss came in at the time, ~nd an alarm was made. Before he had come, Reid 
and I had been over to the other women. I perceived they were all breathing hard. I did not 
remove them. I ·never touched them till the Doctor, Mr. Turnley, came. This was about an hour 
and a-half afterwards. I threw the ,vindow in the ward open as soon as I found any of the 
women dead, _and it was left open. Both doors were left open too; that is the door of the ward into 
the outer room, and the door of the outer room, On Saturday afternoon 'last, about four o'clock, I lit 
a fire in the outer-room in a square ,iron moveable stove. I made the fire with wood and coal, I 
mean hard coal, ·not charcoal. I left both the doors and both the windows wide open. I left them 
open to let the-smoke out. Mr. Serviss·came in about a quarter of an hour afterwards and asked 
where the smoke was coming from, I told him that I had lit the fire because the women were 
complaining of the cold an'd the damp of the room. Mr. Serviss then went away. He spoke to one 
of the women, but not to me again. I do not know what he said. I left the fire there till it had 
bnrrit clear, then I put it into the inter room. It was then about half after four. After tea the 
women belonging to ·the ward sat round the fire. I was with them, with a woman from the big 
ward. I remained with them till half-past eight. The women were airing their clean linen; and 
said, " We will tell Mr. Turnley how we enjoyed ourselves with our bit of fire." At half-past eight 
the women from the big ward and I left them. They were all then as well as usual, and cheerful. 

· They had ·all gone to ·bed,- except Ann Walker who was airing her clothes in the outer room, and 
Mary Reilly and ·Catherine Dowd w·ho were sitting by the fire. I should not have put the fire in 
bad they not craved 'for it. The women ·used to have tu come into the big ward to air their changes 

.of clothes. The changes used to ·be damp. The stove now here is the stove I put in the room, and 
the coal now proLlnced is the same kind of coal I made the fire with. I did not receive any orders 

·*Before taking any evidence, tlie Jury not only viewed the body of J\Tazy M'Donald, bnt those of the other four women, 
,.and inspected the ward in which they had all hcen sleeping together. 

J.Bth J.ul_y, 1860. A. 13. JONES. 
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from arty one to put the fire in the room .. I put it "in only because• the, women asked me. I am 
under Doctor Ttirnley's order~. I don't know whether I am under the orders of Mr .. Atkins; I 
suppose I am. He has never given-me any orders. He has never given any orders about the women 
from the Colonial Hospital" that I know of. I was in bed,. very ill,,at the time the stove was issued= 
that was last Monday week. There were only six women in: the little ward on Saturday night· when 
I left it; viz., the five women, who have died, ancf Catherine Dowd who is still living. When-Doctor 
Turnley came up on Sunday morning last, he went into- the big ward first, and then went into the 
little one. The women who remaine,l alive in the little war,! were then removed' by his directions into· 
the Li[)' ward. I never received any order-to sleep in the little ward with· the women who have died. 
No on~ slept there in charge of them, No nurse or person in authority visited the little ward after· 
they had gone to bed. They used to go-to bed about nine o'clock. I used not to remain: with them 
usually in the evening till they· went to bed, No stove,, neither the one produced or any other, had 
bl'en useLl in the little ward before, 'When I found· the women were dead I did. not send. to inform 
Mr. Atkins or any of th~ Officers of his establishment. When I left the little ward on,Saturday 
night, both the windows of the inner room and the outer room were shut. There-is but one window 
to each room. Both· the doors, viz., the door between the inner into the outer room and the door of the· 
outer room, were open_. When I we11t. to the ward' in the morning,-. the door of the outer room was· 
shut, 'but the door ort'he inner room was open; both windows-were shut.. The inner-c!oor used always· 
to be left open at night, bt1t- not-the outer, because ·they could not brar the draught, the place was so· 
damp. No portion-of the win_dows u~ecl .to: be ·Jeft0 0.pen 2t•nig-ht_; ·they used to be a.pen during the· 
day. The worn.en never co~1plained to, Mr. Turnley or any other_ Officer of the damp, that I know of. 
They used. to complain among:-t them·selves, and to the women in the big ward. 'l'he day clothes• 
they. took-off at·,night used to be· damP.-in. the morning. fooro- the dam12ness of the ward .. I never· 
complained of this to any·one. 

. ELIZA. HOLLIDAY .. 
- Sworn before me this-lSth clay of July, 1860:. 

A. B. _J"oNEs, Co1•o;ier.;_. 

1.'lie Information on Oat!t' ofA~NIE REID, 1v!io .~aitk-
I AM"a nurse belonging to Her Majesty's Colonial Hos1jital. I came to this place ab'ont th'recr 

months.ago with the last witnC$S, Eliza Holliday, and about twenty-seven fomale patients. They 
were all old women. I was nnde1: the orders of Doctor Tumley. Mr. Atkins used to come in and. 
inspect the place and sec if it were· kept clean, and if any complaints were to Le made they were made 
to him. Since I have been. here, I have-staid in,the invalid yard.during the day, and have slept with 
some of t'he women from.the Hospital in- some rooms in the wash-house yard: these rooms are 
upstairs.. At first I had ten women with me, but now there are only two.· '.l'hey have been draftecl 
away by degre_es into the wards in the invalid yard according as women left the latter. On .Sunday 
mo1•ni11g last,.about e;ght o'clock,. I went into-the little ward.in the invalid: yard to see the nurse 
Ho'lliday,.I found her in the inner room there holtlinp: up the head.of one of the women, Mary Ann 
M'GuinnesE.. I said, " What is- the matter· with- M'Guinness." Holliday said, " I really think 
M'Guinness-is dead." I said, "It cannot be possible, she has only fainted.'.' And I told Holliday 
to.g~t.some·water. ·She went out and came back.in a few minutes with an,emp.ty pannican in he1· 
hand. ·while she was--away,.I held M'Gninness up in my arms. I found her arms and face quite 
cold; but her· body was warm. She never spoke. She was insensible, and her eyes were half closed. 
Tlie nurse· who, has charge of the invalids, belonging to,, the Imperial Government, an<l "·ho~e 
nam_e is Mary M 1Guinness, came in. then, ~nd on seing Mary, Ann M'Guinne~s, pronounced 
her to be dead. 1 then went,to the woman,.Ruth. Richmond,. and found her breathing very hard. 
She seemed to me to.be dying.. I then went to Mary·M•Donald, whose body I have seen to-day in 
p.resence ot lVIr. Turnley, and I found her to be dead. She was quite cold and stiff. She had a_ 
sheet over her ·head. I then went to Ann Walker,. and she had her face turned in to the wall. I 
called her several times but she made no answer. So I turned her over and found she was cold an<l 
dead. I did not call. any one to my as;,istance. I was too much shocked to do anything. The 
nurse, )\'{'Guinness, went out into. the big ward, and just at that time l\'Ir. Serviss came in with the 
women's. breakfast·; she -told: him,. and he said he would send for. the Doctor, Mr. Turnley. He 
went out and came back in a few minutes and said he had.sent. Mr. Turnley came in about an 
I1our and a.quarter, and then the survivors-in the little ward were remov<::d into the larger one by_ 
liis orders. Either Holliday. or I remained in .the little ward: till Mr. Turnley came. I had been in 
the little ward on- Sa_tnrday last about. half after four .. There was a·, fire burning there then in the 
stove now here. It was a coal-fire .. It was burning very bright and clear. The women were quite 
pleased, with .it, _and were all sitting round'.it. T.hey said, " We have a,fire as well as those in the 
large room; we wilt not allow any one to come in unless-th6Y.- pay a forfeit;. the room .is warm and 
comfortable now." The room used to be, rather ·damp. 'fhe -women used to comploin of the room 
being <lamp. They, used to complain of so many things,, I- never paid attention to ,what they said. 
After they were dead I took down some clothes- which were• hanging against the wall, and these 
things were rather-damp. When I went into the room on.Saturday afternoon, the stove with the fire 
·was standing just inside-the doorway of the inner room. I did not remain there many minutes. I 
went there to see the fire. As L c~me. out, .I. met Mr. Serviss and.told him to go and look .at the fhe; 
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it was burning so nicely. He said, "Oh ye~, I have seen it before.'' It was Holliday that lit the 
fire. .I am nut aware she got any orders to light it. It had nrvrr been lit before. I heard a woman 
named Baker, who was ~oing Hol~iday's duty for her when Holliday was ill about a fortnight ago, say 
that she had wanted to light a fire m the stove, and that Mr. Tnmley had forbidden her. I went into 
the lihle ward with, some dishes at five o'clock on Saturday eveninO', I saw the fire then. It was 
then in the same place as when I saw it beforf!, From the appearaice of the fire, I should say it had'. 
been kindled a bout three o'clock. It was not smoking. 

ANNIE REID. 
Sworn before me this 18th. day of J.uly; 1860. 

A. B. J oNEs; Coroner •. 

The Information on Oatli ef GEORGE WASHINGTON TURNLEY, who saitli-
I AM a legally qualified Medical Practitioner and Resident House Surgeon of Her Hajesty's, 

tJolonial Hospital, at Hobart Town, and I have this day, in presence of the Coroner, the Jury now 
sitting, and the witnesses Eliza Holliday, Ann Reid, Ringrose Austin Atkins, John Serviss, and· 
Mary M'Guinness, sern the body of Mary M 'Donalrl, and four other women; lying dead at dead-house· 
attached to this establishment. On the moming of Sunday, the 15th instant, I received a notice from 
Mr. Atkins that two of the Colonial Paupers werr dead, and that three were seriously ill. I 
immediately ~tarted from Town, and" arrived at the Factory at about 10 o'clock., Upon visitinir the 
ward in which the deceased was, I fo11nd her and two others dead, (Ann Walker and Mary Ann 
M'G:uinness). I ordrred that thz·ee other women who were in the same"' ard should be removed into· 
the large ward. I had them placed near the open windows, and used such measures as I thought. 
nPces,a.1·y for 1heir res.toration. One, Ruth Richmond, lived until the following day, and another,. 
Mary Reilly., died on the 17tlr instant I made a post rno·rtem examination of the body of Mary 
M'Donald to day. The appearances presented were the following :-There were not any marks of 
violence on the body which was well nomished. The vi,cera or the abdomen were healthy. The· 
liea1it was· flabby and friable, evidently i:roing through the process of fatty·degeneration. The lungs 
were gorged. with blood, which here, as in other parts of the bouy, was very fluid. On exposing the-· 
interior of the air tubes, their mucous membrane was found very vascular, and of a very dark colour· 
from the deposition of carbon in a state of minute division. '.l'he brain was much more vascular than 
natural, and; the ventricles contained a considerahle quantity of sel'Um. I believe that the deceased· 
came to lier death hy poisoning from inhaling carbo.nic acid gas. Tbe burning of coal, such as that 
produced, which I beli,!ve to be what is commonly called Port Arthur Coal, in an open stove like that 
product>d, in a room without any aperature, would produc<' carbonic acid gas in sufficient quantity to 
destroy life.. I know the room in which the decea,etl M'Donald and the four other women, who have· 
died, slept. There was only one other woman slept in the room with them ; she has been affected in· 
the same way as the rest, but is recovering. She is not yet fit to be examined. The room is twenty-• 
five foet $ix inches long, by twelve foet and six inches wide, and eleven feet high, .and contains three 
thousand three hundred cubic feet. There is an outer room into which the inner room opens by a 
<louhle door. This outer room measures twenty-five feet six inches in length, eleven feet in width,. 
and eleven feet in height, and contains three thousand and twenty-five cubic feet; allowing, in both 
room~, one thousand and fifty-four cubic feet of brnathing space to each woman. The minimum 
breathing space allowed in Hospitals in the United Kingdom now is eight hundred culiic feet, and the· 
maximum about two tho11sand five hundred cubic fr.et. There was no means of ventilating either the 
inne1· or tlw outer room~, except by the doors and. windows, of which there was one to each room. 
There was no fireplace in ei1her room. The rooms were. dull and dismal, but did not strike me as 
being damp. About a fortnight ago, Mr. Atkins asked me if it would do harm to put a fire in an open. 
stove in one of the rooms. I said, " No, it would do good if put there during the day time 
when the patients were out." I <lid not know any fire had been lit in them till I found the women. 
dead. About tPn days ago, a woman named Baker, who was doing Holliday's duty, asked me if she· 
should put a fire in the rooms, and I said, "No, not till you have got some charcoal." I did not 
consider it deRirahle · a fire should be made in an open sto,•e from Porz Arthur Coal. The women 
who slept in the room were under my medical charge. I had no other charge of them that 1 know of. 
I visitt-d. them twice a week to sec if there were any sick. I saw them oftener, if any were sick. I 
believe the nurses to be under my orders, and under Mr. Atkins's orders too. About three months ago,. 
twenty-seven invalid women were removed from the Colonial Hospital to relieve the overcrowded' 
state of the Female Ho~pital. Thry were then placed in that part of this building which had been 
set apart for the Imperial Invalids. The Honorable the Colonial Secretary, (Mr. Henty); and the­
Comptroller-General of Convicts, (Mr. Nairn), came with me; and, with :iVIr. Atkins, inspected the· 
building. And it was then decided that these twenty-seven women should be removed to the part of 
the building tlwy have been in. Mr. Henty and Mr. Nairn saw the room in which the women who• 
have died slept. They did not go inside it. They looked in through the window. The window was 
open, there are iron bars to it. Two of the women who have died, and the one survivor, were blind. 
Two nurses cam,, with the twenty-seven women from the Hospital. I understood that one of these­
nurses was to sleep in the ward where the women have <lied. At the Hospital. the patients e:re, and 
have been, wholly unrler my supervision, with a Steward and Matron under me,. to carry out the 
arrf.lngements. 'l'he Comptroller-Gener11l could only receive a certain number of Colonial Invalids­
into the large ward. That is why the six women were put to sleep in the ward in which the fire was-

• made in the stove. It was intended these women should inhabit the large ward during the day time .. 
I.had rep_catetlly ordered. the nurses 1o l()ave the door of. the inner room, open. at night,.as also a,. 
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portion of the windows. If this lmd been done; I consider there would have been ventilation 
sufficient. Had the top of the windows been open on Saturday night last I believe it would have 
been sufficient to have prevented fatal results from the ca·ruopic acid gas evolved from the fire. 

,G:EORGE 'l'URNLRY. 
Swoi·n brfore me this 18th day of July, 1860. 

A. .B. JONES, Go1·one1:. 
i\IEMO, 

Inquest a~journed to Friday, 20th July instant, at 1.1 A,M'. 

I8tli Jufy, 1861}. A. B. JONES • 
ll'IEllIO, 

The Jury, on re.assembling this day, expressed a wish _to see the ward again in which Mary lvl'Donald and 
-.the five other women ·had been sleeping. It was shown to them, as well as the large ward and the rooms up 
. stairs, which )md,bei:n occupied by the oth~r Invalid Pauper~. I accompanied the!I!. We saw.the surviVOJ.", 
.D_owd; s)le was evidently not in a fit state to give evidence. 

,20tli July, 1860. · .A. B •. Jo~rns. 

The Information on Oath of MARY ANN. M'Gu,INEss, rvho saith-
I AM nurse of the large ward· in the invalid yard at the House of Correction for Females at the 

.€ascades, and h;i,ve charge of the invalids kept at the expense of the Imperial Government. There arc 
eighteen of them. · I took charge of them,on the first June last. At ,the time I took charge, there 
were in the ward some invalids belonging to the Colonial Government. There were twenty.seven of 
them. To the best -of my recollecti_on there were fifteen iµ my ward, six-in the little ward where the 
women have died, and the remainder in some place -upstairs ; I -cannot .say where, for I was never 
there. Some of t'!:ie invalids left •the establishment, and as they left my wll,rd, others were d1·afted into 
it from the place upstairs. The little ward was kept full ; only one woman -was -removep. out of it 
-lrnce I have been here. All the Colonial invalids got their meals along with the Imperial invalids in 
my ward, and were permitted-to sit there during the day time. The women who were in ,the little 
ward were permitted to come .in there, and all did so, except Ruth Richmond, who has been confined 
to bed ever since I have been here. I I considered the Colonial invalids to be unde1· Mr. Tumley's 
control. The .Imperial invalids I considered were under Mr. Bedford's control. l received my orders 
a bout the -latter from ·Mr. Bedford. I never received any orders at all about the former from ~fr. 
Turnley. M1•. Atkins used to see that the food of both classes was correct. He also saw that the 
cleaning of the !large ward was done properly. I. cannot say whether he looked after the cleaning of 
the 'little ward an!i the place upstairs. The two nurses who have charge of the Colonial.invalids are 
not under my .orders. ·They do the cleaning of that part of -my ward ;where the -Colonial invalids are. 
I do that part where the Impe\'ial ones remain. 'l'hey are divided, mine at one e!¥1, the Colonial ones 
at the other. I know nothing about the death of Mary M' Donald and the other women, only seeing 
·the fire standing between the doonvay of the fouer room in the little ward on Saturday evening last 
about five o'clock. It was bnrning ·brightly. Mr. Serviss eame, and I called him to come and see 
the fire. He went ancl looked at ·it, and said, "the women are not to put it in till it be burnt clearly, 
and theu ~hey are to take it out again." He did not say at,w_hat hour they were to take it out, or how 
long they ,vere to ,leave it in, fo1· I wrnt away at once. About ten o'.clock on the night of Saturday· 
last, I went ;into the outer room of the I.ittle ward to em pt_y some ,slops in the closets there, and I found 
all the women there quiet, and the fire burning brightly. The fire·was then-in the inner room in~idc 
_the doorway. The double door of the inner room was open. I found the outer door ot the outer 
.room clos~d, and I closed ·it again when I went out. I was not in there abov.e two or three· minutes. 
Both the windows were closed at six o'clock. I know that -the window ia the inside room was so 
then, for I w_ent in 'IVith nurse H()lliday then. Four of the women were then in bed, and two of 
·:them, Reil.ly and Dowd, were sitting by the fire. I am sure the window of-the outer room .was.closed 
then· too. I cannot say whether they were opened or not afterwards. The outer door of the outtir 
room _of the Jittle ward was never locked at night. The outer door of the large ward (my ward) was 
never locked at night. The door of my ward leading into the wash•yard was, If anything particular 
o_ccurred at-night, I t:Jould make it known to tlie-night officer by ringing a bell. I had never seen a fire 
in the little ward until Saturday last. · lt was in a little open stove like that now produced. I do not 
know who ordt•red it to be putin the room. _ The women did 1.10t object to its being put there. They 
were all very glad it had been put there. I have heard the women who were ,in the little ward com­
plain amongst themselves of _the cold and dampness in that ward. They ne:ver spoke of·this, that I 
know of, ~o an 9ffi.cer. I never heard them complain of the smell of the closets. I do not know 
what they .might lui.ve .don_e to ·the_ir own nurses. The closets are in the .outer room. There are three 
.<;>f them. They are made. with tubs, which are removed night and morning. These closets are used 
by all the invalic,ls in the day time. The tubs are emptied at five o'clock in the afternoon and then 
put ·back again. The t1:1bs are made of wood. They have not been changed since I _have been he1·e. 
'fhe womeu from the little ward came into my ward at breakfast time, about half-after seven. They 
returned to the tittle ward after tea, about six. ·They were not compelled to go to bed then. The 
women who slept in the little ward col).ld stay in the _large wurd, -if they likecl, till 'nine, when the bell 
:for silence rang, but they tl_id naj; usually <l~ .so_. · , . . hP.r 

MARY ANN x M'GFINNESS_. 
n.iark. 

!,worn b::fore rr e this 20th day of July, 1860. 
• _.A. B.. JON.ES, 001·011.er .• 
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The Information on Oath of JoHN · SERVISS, wlto saitli-
. I AM gate-keeper at the House of Correction for Females, at the Cascades. I saw the body of' 

Mary M'Donald, ,and four other women, lying dead at the said House of Correction on Wednesday· 
last, in presence of the Coroner, Jury, and Mr. Turnley. On Tuesday week last, Mr. Atkins told me 
that Dr; Turnley had said, the women in the little ward in the invalid yard might have a fire in that 
ward in the day time to air it; but that it must be removed before night: and he dircct~d me to get a 
ship stove, and have a fire lit in the yard with coals, and then have it put into th'e ward after· the 
smoke had been burnt out. On Friday last, I brought the iron sl1ip stove now produced·,, into the 
yard, and told the nurses that they were to light a fire in it, and after the smoke had been burnt out-­
of it, they were to remove it into the room. I dld not tell any of'the nurses in particular. l\'IaryAnn 
M'Guiness was present, and I think Annie Reid, but I am not positive. I do not recollect having 
seen Eliza Holliday. To the best of my belief, she was not there. I did not see her. I'was standmg 
at the gateway of the yard, and the nurses were standing at the door of the outer room of the little 
ward. I saw or heard nothing more of the stove and fire till-. the afternoon of the same day, about 
four o'clock, when, as I went in with the coals, one of the invalids, I do not know which, said to me, , 
"Look at the nice fire we have got." I was close·to it then. It was standing just- by the coal box, 
inside the outer room of the little ward; near the door. The fire was burning very brightly. I said, 
"Be particular and, take this out to-night." The nurse, M'Guinness, said, "-All right Sir." I went 
away about ten- minutes afterwards. :M:y reason for telling them to be particular to remove the stove 
and fire at night was, .because Mr. Atkins had told me so. I had no idea the fire would do any hann, 
ifleft in the ward-at night. I khow nothing more of what occurred till the following morning about 
half-past-seven. or eight o'clock, when the watch-woman informed me that the invalid yard. call bell had 
rung; ,and;c on my going immediately thne, I found two women in-. the little ward dead, .and anothet: 
dying. L reported it at once to Mr. Atkins. By Mr. Atkins desire, Mr. Turnley-was sent for 
immediately. No fire had ever been.lit in the same place before. I never heard the women.complain 
of the.room being damp or cold. Mr. Turnley told ·me one day that the women had complainP.d of 
its-being damp, and asked me if I-thought it were so. I told him, I did not. I consider the invalids 
were under the controul of the nurses.- Mr. Turnley gave the orders to the nurses about the Colonial 
Invalids-and none else .. No Officer had controul over the nursery. The night Officer used to visit 
the invalid wards at night up to ten o'clock. I cannot say whether she went into the littlo ward or · 
not. 1'he nurse never told me that Doctor Turnley had.refused to let the women have a fire in the· 
little ward until he had sent some charcoal up. 

JOHN SERVISS .. 
Sworn before me this 20th day of_July, _1860., 

A; . B. JONES, Coroner. , 

The Iiiforrnation on Oath of MR. i1INGROSE AUSTIN ATKTNS, who saith-
r AM keeper of the· House of Correction for Fe~ales, and have charge of the D~p6t for Invalid • 

Females belonging to the Imperial Government, which is attached to the House of Correction. About 
three months ago, twenty-seven invalid patients belonging to the Colonial Government were sent to · 
the Invalid Dep6t here, by order of the Colonial Secretary and Comptroller-General. A portion were 
placed in _the larg~ ward there, seven in the little ward, and the remainder in some rooms upstairs. 
Those in the rooms upstairs were drafted into the large ward below as vacancies occurred; principally · 
because being infirm they objected to the having to go up and down stairs. I never interfered with the 
arrangements regarding them. I considered them to be under the control of the medical officer, Mr .. 
Turnley. Had [ seen them doing anything wrong, I would have checked them, and, brought it 
under Mr. Turnley's notice when he came to the building. I never saw them doing anything wrong. 
I have rio reason to find fault at all.' I did not consider the nurses who were with the invalids to be 
under my control. . I was told when they came, that I was to have nothing to do with them except to · 
issue diets for them, and see that they got them. I inspected them daily, generally at their dinner 
hour, and I used to ask them if they received all that had been ordered for them .. None-of them 
made any complaints to me. They said several times that tliey were better off' than- they· had been 
at Her J\Iajesty's Colonial Hospital, and that their, provisions were better and more ample-_ here than 
at the Hospital. Doctor Bedford has the control over the Imperial invalids. I carry out his instruc- • 
tions. I do no more than see that they are carried out, and that the place is kept clean andiin proper , 
order. About the fifth of this month the clergyman, the Bev. Mr. Seaman, told me he thought the 
little ward was cold. I informed Mr. Turnley of this some few days afterwards, and proppsed that a 
ship stove should be put in it, with a fire in the day time for a couple of hours when the women were · 
out, and the windows and doors open. He quite agreed with me, and I gave directions to-Mr. Serviss, 
to have a fire put in for two hours during the day, and to be careful to-see it was taken out again. This 
was on Monday_ week last. Being in the large ward at dinner time on Thursday week last, when, 
Mr. Serviss was there, I asked-him if he had had a stove put in the little ward •. He,·said, "No, I 
will do it to-morrow, I have not had time, I have been very busy." When I.went in.on the following· 
day, Friday last, I asked· a woman, named. Baker; who, was acting as nurse; .whether the stove had 
been put in. She said," No; Doctor Turnley has said it-ought-not to-be putin-unless we had charco~l."' 
I said "Very good; it cannot be done, as I :have no, charcoal for, that purpose." I heard nothmg 
more about the matter till Sunday morning last, about a quarter after eight, when Mr. Serviss came, 
to me and reported that there were three women dead and three others in a dying state. I told him, 
at .once to send for Mr. Turnley, _and I went up_to the ward., !did nothing_ till Mr. Tumley_ came. 
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then I followed hi,; requests. He ao;ked me if the survivors could be rerriove"d into the large ward, 
and it was done. Only a certain number of women are allowed to be put in the large ward. This 
restriction is by order of Doctor Bedford. Mr. Turnley sent for Doctor Bedford as soon as he came, 
Doctor Bedford arrived about three quarters of an hour afterwards. I was aware that the leaving of 
an open fire in a room closed and unventilated would be destructive to life. That is the reason I gave 
the Ol'der that the stove an<l fire should not be left in the little ward except for two hours during the 
day time. I was not aware, on Saturday, that Mr. Servi,s had put the fire in the ward on that day. 
The matron of the House of Correction visits the invalid wards daily, besides myself; and Mr. Serviss 
is in there frequently dming the day. A female officer visits these wards between nine and ten at 
night. Miss Galt was that officer on Saturday night last. Should there be anything required during 
the night after that, the nurse has directions to ring the bell; and the night officer, Mr. Smith, to corn, 
mnnicate with the matPon and myself. The officers of the establishment and the medical men have 
had nothing to do with the construction of the building. The arrangement, wi°th regard to the Colonial 
Pauper Invalids being here, was merely temporary, 

~. A. ATKINS, 
Sworn before me this 20th day of July, 1860., 

A.. B. JoN1;:s, Corone1•. 

The Information on Oath of Miss MA:RGARET GAr,T, mlw saith---,, 
l AM: a warder at the- House of_ Cor1'ection for Females,'· It was my duty to visit the ,vards of 

the E,-tahlishment between nine an:d ten on· Saturday nio-ht last. I visited the ·large ward in the 
lnvalid Depot on that night, but I did not go into· the little

0 
ward. I asirnd the; nurses if all were right, 

. and they said," Ye~." Had I seen a fire burning in an open stove in• ·a ward where there was no 
ventilation I should have taken notice of it·· I think I would -have ordered' it to · be removed, for I 
should have known it to be injurious to life. • I had no o·ccasion to visit the Invalid Depot during the 
day of Saturday last. I had visited the large ward at twenty minutes after sevei1 on that day. I 
used occasionally to go into the little ward, so1netimes of. my owl). accord, sometimes when called on. 
I clid not consider it my duty to do so, as· there was a free nµrse in charge. I am an officer of tho 
House ·of Correction; not of the Invalid Dep<:>t. · 

~A.ROA.RET GALT. 
8worn before ~e this 20th .day of July, 1860 . 

..t\.. B. JONES, Cororie1·, 

lWEMO,=-Thejury, after having returned their verdict, stated, on my asking them, that they 
believed that the four other women came· to their death from the same cause, and in the Rame manner, as 
Mary M'Donald. Mr. Atkins, Keeper of \he House of CorrectioI1, tl).en ~sked them, if they blamed 
l1im in any way; and the jury all stated they /:lid not. · · ', 

' . A B.- JON~S. 
20th J~~ly, }81:},0. 

JA.MRS ll,\RN.~RJ:i, 

1:.oJ~RNM·~·Nr f1.ipfr~ii, T4s1,14J<iJ~. 


