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INTERCOLONIAL CONFERENCR 

Victoria, 

Srn, 
Cliief Secretary's Offece; 111elbourne, 29th Octobei, 1872. 

~ HAVE the honor to request your early consid~ration to the proposition contained in the· 
annexed copy of a letter addressed by this Government to the Government of New South Wales, ·. 
recommending that joint action should be taken by the Au:stralasian Colonies in entering into a new 
arrangement with the Imperial Government for a Mail Service via Suez. · 

Tlte Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Tasmania. 
I have, &c., 

(Signed) 

(Copy.) Victoria, 

J. G. FRANCIS. 

Chief Secretary's Offece, Melbourne, 26tlt October, 1872. 
8rn, . . . 

Wi:TH reference to a proposal for a new Postal Service with the Australian Colonies on the 
termination of the existing Contract with the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company, 
contained in Treasury letter of 14th August, 1872, covered by Despatch from the Secretary of 
State for·the Colonies 1.mder date 4th September, 1872, I take the earliest opportunity of informing 
you that this Government, availing itself of the telegraphic line now in communication with England, 
has already intimated its willingness to accept the proposals of the Imperial Government, and its. 
desire to co-operate with the other Governments of the several Australian Colonies and New Zea- · 
land in making the necessary arrangements. 

Immediate action is necessary in order that sufficient time may be given to Colonial and other 
Steam-ship Companies that may be desirous ofentering into competition for the performance of the 
Service. It is therefore indispensable that immediate steps should be taken for agreeing upon and 
making known as extensively as possible the conditions of Contract; and with this object in view 
the Government of Victoria is prepared to submit to you, on your expressing a desire for co-opera- , 
tion, the terms on which it is proposed to call for tenders for the required service (monthly and 
fortnightly) as early as possible; and to forward .instructions on the· subject, if practicable, to the 
Agent-General for Victoria by the next mail which leaves Melbourne on the 8th of next month. 

The opinion of the Lords Commissionei;s of Her Majesty's Treasury in favor of at least a four
weekly service by the Suez route is so forcibly expressed, and it is so plainly stated that the aid of 
the Imperial Government will only be extended in support of a Mail Service to the Australian 
Colonies on condition that the Mails are conveyed at least once a month to Point de Galle in con
nection with the Suez and China Packets, that this Government does not anticipate unwillingness 
on the part of the other Colonies in adopting the proposed arrangement, and feels confident that the 
strong desire to act in cordial co::operation with the other Colonies which is felt by·the Government 
of Victoria: will be duly reciprocated. 

That you may be fully informed of the views of this Government on the whole question of 
postal coni:rirnnicatfon.with Europe, I enclose copy of the Argus of th_e _23rd ins!ant, .. s~9wing tht, 
statenients made in the Legislative Assembly of the 22nd by the M1rtisfor of tlie· Post' and Tele.::. · 
graph Department. · ' . . . 

I have the honor tq request your attentive consideration of this subject, and the favor of your 
views thereon at your earliest possible convenience. 

A copy of this letter has been forwarded to the Governments· of Queensland, South Australia, 
New Zealand, Tasmania, and Western Australia.-

Tlte Hon. tlie Colonial Secr~ta'i'y; New South· Wales. 
I have, &c., · 

(S1gne:id) J. G. FRANCIS,.: 
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FORWARDED to the Honorable the Treasurer. 
J. M. WILSON. 

I Nov. 1872. 

FORWARDED to the Secretary to the Post Office with a Memorandum on the subject. 

THOS. D. CHAPMAN. 
Tuesday, 4th November, 1872. 

MEMORANDUM. 
Colonial Treasury, 4tli November, 1872. 

THE accompanying letter from the Chief Secretary of Victoria, dated 29th of October, on the 
subject of Postal communication with the United Kingdom, &c. only reached this Department this 
morning, and as I have tendered the resignation of my office to His Excellency, I deem it right to 
leave the subjects refe1Ted to to be dealt with by my successor; but in doing so I feel it my duty to 
state that, in my opinion, the Government of Tasmania should agTee to co-operate with the Govern
merits of Victoriai· New South Wales, South'Australia, · Queensland, Western Australia, and New 
Zealand in the establishment and maintenance of a four-weekly or fortnightly Mail Service between · 
Galle and Melbourne on the terms proposed by the British Government, and on the: understanding 
that the cost of the branch Packet Service between Melbourne and Launceston shall be considered ' 
as part. of the cost of the whole service, and on the further understanding that the Government of·· 
Tasmania· shall contribute towards the cost of the whole service in proportion to the number of : 
letters received and despatcheq. by such Mail Service. _ 

. . 

rRQS. D. CHAPMAN, Postmaste1·-General. 
Tlie Secretary General Post Office,: 

, SUBMITTED to the Honorable the Postmaster-General, together with the Memorandum referred 
fu~~ . . . 

The Secretary begs to recommend that, in replying to the letter (annexed hereto) from the.· 
Chief Secretary of Victoria, the conditions contained in the ifemorandum in question form the basis · 
upon which the Government of this Colony will agree to the proposals of the Gove.rnment of Vic~ · 
t~ria respecting the English Mail Service via Suez. _ 

General Post Offece, 5tli November, 1872. 
A._ C. DOUGLAS, Secretmy. 

' THE _following Telegram sent by Postmaster-General to the Chief Secretary, 6th N ov .. 1872; 
1-P.M. :- . : .. 

· Reply to letter 26th ult. Just in office; favourable, subject to conditions· for branch service·: 
which may be made with other Colonies: will write. 

(Signed) F. M. INNES, Postmaster-General. · 

BY ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH. 

Melbourne,• 6tlt November, 1872. 6·40; : 
. . . . 

._ GLAD you concur in our immediate acceptance. of Imperial offer for Suez Mail Contract, and. 
readily agree in every reasonable facility for deli.very of Tasmanian letters. Please communicate 
your wishes in detail. Are endeavouring to obtain united action of all Colonies. · 

J. G. FRANCIS .. 
. TJ.te Hon. tlie Colonial_ Secretary. 

Tasmania, 

Sm, 
General Post Offece, Hobart Town,,6tli lvovember, 1872 .. · 

, .. I HAVE the honor. to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 29th itltimo, to which a short 
reply was this day forwarded per Tel~gram, directed to the Honorable the -Colonial Secretary; · 
requesting consideration of a proposition contained in a letter of the 26th ultimo, ( copy of which you 
e:µ!,:lQse~). ad~ree.se,d; by the Go~ernment of Vi_ctorja to _:the G9yer~ment_of:]Ye~ Sou:th. .. W~le$; '. 
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recommending that joint action.should be taken by the Australasian Colonies in entering into a new 
arrangement with the Imperial Government for a::Mail Service via Suez. In reply I beg to inform 
you that the Government of this Colony agrees to co-operate with that of Victoria and . the other, 
Australian Colonies (including New Zealand) in the proposed English; Mail ::;ervice via Galle, 
once monthly each w,ay, which it is proposed shall commence on the 1st January, l 874,-half the, 
c?st of the branch service·to and from Galle and Australia being borne by the Colonies. ·, , , 

In notifying the concurrence of the Tasmanian Government with the proposed service, it.is.to. 
be understood that the cost of the necessary branch service between Launceston and Melbourne 
forms part of the cost of the whole service, and the contribution of this Colony thereto shall be in 
pro:portion to the number of letters received and despatched by' such Mail Service. · 

-) 
I have, &c., 

· · ·(Signed) · F. M. INNES, Postmaster-General:· 
'IJ_ie Hon: tlie Chief Secretary, Victoria. 

'i.: 

&~ . . . . . 
Sydney, 31st October; 1872/ 

, , IN refe:r:ence to the Circular Despatch from the Secretary of State,,){' September 4, covering the 
proposal ·of the Imperial Government for it new Contract for the conveyance of. the Mails between, 
Point de Galle and Australia, and to the· precipitate and· extraordinary course pursued by the 
Government of Victoria on receipt of this Despatch, to the prejudice, as it is conceived, of the other, 
Colonies, I have the honor to transmit for your information copy of a letter which has been 
addressed by this Government to Mr. Francis on the subject .. 

I have,' &c:, 
(Signed) 

The Hon. tlie Colonial Secretary, of Tasmania, Hobart Town. 
• f I • 

HENRY PARKES. 

(Copy.) .ColoniCl,l Secretary's Offece, Sydney, 31st October, 1872, 
SIR, . ' . . ... , 

I AM directed by His Excellency Sir Hercules Robinson to acknowledge the receipt. of youl 
letter of the 26th instant, inviting attentio1,1 to Lord Kimberley's Circular Despatch of the 4th 
September, covering a letter from the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury dated the 
14th August, by which it is proposed that the Austi;alasian Colonies, in combination, should provide the 
Mail service " between Point de Galle and whatever port or ports in Australia tlie Colonies may 
fhemselves consider most expedient.''. . In farther reference to this subject you inform me that the 
G,overnment of Victoria, availing· itself of the electi·ic. telegraph nqw in communication with 
~ngland, "had alr~ady intimated its wiIµngness to accept the proposal of the Imperial Government.'.':'. 

. ··', .°) 
. - · 2. The character of the extraordinary step taken by your Government in· this matter is further 

explained by your intimating to New South Wales, that "you are p:r:epared to submit .. to us, on our: 
expressing a desire for co-operation, the terms on which it is proposed to call for tenders for the 
required service.'' 

3. In reply, I. have to express the surprise of this Government at the nature of the commu
nj"q~tion I have had the honor tq receive., The proposal of the Imperial Government is made not . 
to the Colony of Victoria, but to the Australian Colonies in common,-not in the interest of VictQri:t:: 
b,ut in the interest.of th_e whole Empire. It is sufficiently apparent that the Imperial Government 
in, :undertaking to carry the, Australian :Mails between England and Point de Galle free of ·1;1,11 : 
expense, and in offering to con~ribute a part of the .tl,ustrali:i,n subsidy for, a four:-weekly or. fort:- : 
nightly service, is desirous of meeting' the wants and serving the interests of all the Australasian 
Colonies equally; and it is equally-clear that unless this general object were accomplished, the 
Mail Service w9uld not be of .equal advantage to Great liritain. This object is placed beyond 
doubt by the expressed· wish of the Lords of the .Treasury tliat the ,Colqnies should enter, into, t4~i 
new arrangement in combination, or by a substantial majority .. · 

4. This Government, therefore, cannot but believe that your precipitate course of action has 
been adopted without due considerati9n ; · and it feels confident that, in order to afford time and . 
opportunity for the Colonies to act conjointly-the course to which they are invited by the Imperial 
Government..:,yoi1 will 1:eadily,retire fr:oril the position you have mistakenly assumed. 

The Hon. tM Chir;f Seereiar-y; Victo,ria. 
l have, &c.; 

(Signed) HENRY P ARKE~i. : 

.. , :f .S~-The_ yiews of tp.is Q-overnment have beeii communicated by telegram· to the Secretary 
-0f. State;· - .·. • .) , :, .. : · . ) , 

- ; ~ <:: -(Sigrted): , -i H~ P. ::, \' 

~ House of .Assembly Paper;··wo-:I;"aiid ·r:egislativll""Council Paper, No. 3. 
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Tasmania, 

Colonial Secretary's Offece, 12tli November, 1872._ 
Sin, _ _ _ 
. · I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter .of the 31st ultimo, transmitting a· 
copy of your letter of the same date addressed to the Chief Secretary of Victoria, upon the subject, 
of the course pursued by the Government of that Colony on receipt of Lord Kimberley's Despatch, 
covering the proposal of, the Imperial Government for a new Contract for the conveyance of the 
Mails between Point de Galle and Australia. . · · . 

. . 
. . The importance of combined action on the part of the Australasian Colonies as regards any 

Contract for the conveyance of Mails between them and Point de Galle is, in the opinion of this 
Government, so manifest, that I trust the question will be postponed•for the consideration of the· 
approaching Conference as suggested in your letter of the 6th August. 
. . 

It is, of course, understood that the cost of branch mail services to this Colony and New Zealand 
shall form part of the cost of the whole service, otherwise it is evident that the conditions upon 
'_Vhich the Imperial Government undertake to contribute their quota would not be equitably fulfilled. 

I have, &c., 

Tlte Hon. the Colonial Secretary, New South Wales. 
_ (Signed) J. R. SCOTT .• 

BY ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH. 
Tasmania, 

Colonial Treasury, 13th November, 1872_. 

NAME Colonies engaged to send represel).tatives to Conference 9th December .. 

(!olonial Secretary, N.S. Wales. 
(Signed) · F. M. INNES, Colonial Treasurer. 

BY ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH. 

Sydney, l4tli November, 1872, 10_-46 A.M; 

! QUEENSLAND only Colony that . has signified intention not to send Representatives. New 
Zealand anxious to be represented, but wishes postponement to middle of January. We yet hope 
Queensland will be represented. . 

·, · COLONIAL SECRETARY. 
7:"te Hon. Colonial Secretary, Tasmania. 

Tasmania, 

Sm, 
Colonial Treasury, 13tli November, 1872. 

·_ · ··I HAVE the honor to request a telegraphic message for the information of this Government, 
stating whether it is the present intention of the Victorian Government to send Representatives to 
t~e Intercolonial Conference to be helq on the 9th proximo at Sydney. 

I have, &c., 

The Hon. J. G. FRANCIS, Cltief Secretary, Victoria. 
(Signed) F. M. INNES. 

BY ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH. 

]Jlfelbourne, 15tli November, 1872, 6 P.M. 
RECEIVED your letter of 13th instant, and will reply in course of to-morrow; meanwhile may 

state that New Zealand desires Conference postponed till January, and this Colony cannot pledge 
:tself to send Representatives to Sydney on ninth proximo. 

I ' 
l ' 

Tlte.Hon. Colonial Se'<}retary. 
(Signed) J. G. FR.t\.NCIS. 

:, . 
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BY ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH. 

Melbourne, 18th Nov~mber, 1872. 

:J~' reply to a telegram from Ne~ South Wales, we have sent telegram as follows :- . 

' "South Australia and Tasmania concur in £xing middle of January for Conference. This 
Government further suggests that, as an issue has unfortunately been raised between this Colony.and 
New ·South Wales in reference to the Suez contract, the Conference should be held in Hobart Town. 

. . 

"This would be a compliment to Tasmania, and be agreeable to this Gover~ment as well as to 
that of.South Australia. New Z.ealand, no doubt, would readily concur." 

, Tiu~ ,Bon. F. :)\L bNES, Hobart Town. 
(Signed) J. G. FRANCIS. 

Victoria, 
Chief Secretary's Offece, Melbourne, 20th November, 1872. 

Srn, . 
REFERRING to my telegram of the l 5th instant, I have the honor to transmit herewith . copies 

of further telegraphic messages between New South Wales and this Colony on the same subject. . 

I have, &c., 

The Hon'. the Colonial Secret~ry; Tas~ania. 
(Signed) J. G. FRANCIS. 

Telegram from the Colonial Secretary, New South Wales, to the Chief Secretary, Victoria; 

. . . Sydney, 19th November, 1872. 
'X1-IIS Government is quite agreeable to postponement of Conference until middle of January. There 
1s one objection to change the seat of Conference. We have, in defence of* other Coloniei;;~ 
.ppstponed time of meeting because their Parliaments were. in Session, · and it was not convenient for 
Ministers to be absent; the Parliament of this Colony is in session now, supplying the same reason 
!tgainst Ministers being absent from Sydney. · . · . . . 

(Sig~ed) COLONIAL SECRETARY, New South Wales. 

I. • Sic. 

Telegram from the Chief Secretary, Victoria, io the (:'olonial Secr.etary, New Soutli Wales. 

¥ouR ·telegram informs us your one objection to Conference meeting middle of January in Tasmania 
is, that your Parliament may be then in session. ·• · · ( 

In reply I· would point out to you it _is usual to adjourn from before Christmas to well over the 
new year, and that, if requisite, Victoria, and no doubt the· other. Colonies, will meet earlier in 
January, to suit the convenience of your representatives. 

J. G. FRANCIS. 
19 111 I 12. 

. BY ELECTRIC TELEGRAP,H. . . 
Melbourne, 21. 1 L 72. · 4·5 P.:r.r: 

I HAVE received following telegram, N. S. W ~les, · and· promised repiy by £rst steamer.· Copy will 
~~~-~ . . . 

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary. 
(Sigued) J. Q .. FR.t\.N,CI~~ 

(Copy.) . 
Sydney, 20th. No~ember, 1872. 

THIS Government regrets that the one reason given against change of seat of Conference i_s not 
accepted as sufficient. There are several others which it was hoped it would not be necessary ,to 

··advance. First,-the Conference to meet in· Sydney is postponed u,ntil m,iddle· of January· at-the 
request of New Zealand : it would be little short of trifling with· thafColony· to lead lier represeiita,.r 
tives to make a voyage of a-thousand miles to Sydney, and then another ·voyage_ of equal lengtli•-W 
Hqbart 'I'own, of which she was not .. previously informed ... Second;.:._inthe corresponderice-onthis 
subject-it·has,been ta:citly..agreed by the several Governments that the Conference should meet in 



Sydney. Third, there is not sufficient.reason arising.from geographical or other objections to place 
,«)f.'n:J,e(;)ting to s_upport ~h.e. p:ropo~ed change : the objection now taken is not in favour of Hobart 
Town but against Sydi\ey. Fourth,,-:--the only reason on which your $.ugge~tion is fi;n~nde~ cquld nqt 
be entertained without an admission prejudicial to the condubt-of the Government whic11; with ·every 
p.es_ire for friendly and honorable_ co~opera!ion, we cannot be expected_ to lll.ake. I need not r_emind 
(YOU .the last three Conferences were held m Melbourne. . . . . , ) 
. .. -. . (Signed) COLONIAL SECRETAR:V;_ 

Telegram from tlte Colonial Secretary, New Zealand-, to tlie Cliief Secretary, Victoria. 
•' r, 

. New Zealand, . , 
Nelson, 4tk November, 1872. 

I SUBJOIN copy of telegram sent to Sydney this. day ... New Zealand Government would be 
obliged if you could use your influence in favour of postponement of Conference . 

(-' ',. 
,._;. . -Copy of Telegram sent to Colonial Secretary, Sydney, !terewitlt. 

:'! ·Hon. Colonial Secretary, Sydney. 
·.;.''New Zealand Government is d_es:irous of being repi:esented at proposed Intercolonial Conferen~, 

but month of December would be exceedingly inconvenient to us. We shall be glad if you arrange post
ponement until middle of Jan~ary.: Please reply early." 

Tlte Hon. tlte Cltief Secretary, Melbourne. 
JOHN ;HALL, Colonial.Secretary, New Zeala'(l,rl. 

Letter from, tlte Hon. 'tlte Oliiif Seqretary, ·Victoria,· to _tlie. Hon •. tlte. Colonial Secretary, New 
Zealand. 

(.·, 

(."·. _.._ 

Sni, 

· Victoria, .. ., 
Cltief_ Secretary's Office, Melboimie, l9tkNovember, 187~;. 

'; .. I HAVE the honor to acknowledge "the receipt of your telegra~ of the 4th instant, requesting 
.this Government to. use its·influence in effecting a postponement in the tjme of the meeting of the 
lntercolonial Conference until the month of January, so that New Zealand may be represented at ifi 

. _,.,, y OU will perceiv~ from the accompanying copy of a telegraphic message which was forwarded 
from this to Sydney yesterday that the Government of Victoria is making exertions in the direction 
you desire. 

You will further observe that it i$ now. proposed. by this Government that the Conference 
should be held at 'Hobart 'fown; · Although there ·has been no:opportrinityfor consulting you on 
tpis point, . we believe that in proposing 1_tha.t place :we have made .a sugg!=li;;~ion that will meet with 
your concurrence. 

jjie_-.Hon. _tlw Colonial Secretary, Ne'UJ Ze0land. 

I have; &c.,·_ 
(Sjgn~d) J .. G. FRANCIS. 

BY ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH. 

Sydney, 20tli November, 1872; 9 ~-M~ 
YOUR letter of the ] 2th receiveq'. We are _anxious for combined action and the most friendly 

r!=llatio:ns with all tqe Colonies. We , learn · from Victoria that you concur in postponement of Con
f!3_rence in Sydney·until the middle of ,Tanuary to me~t_the wishes ofN~w Zealand. , 

COLONIAL SECRETARY: 
Tlte Colonzal Secr~'tary, Hobq,rt Town. 

Telegramfrom f.,'liief Secretary, Soutli Australia, to Cltief Secretary, Victoria. · • 

., .... . . .. , .. Adelaide, 21st November, 1872, 
~: ; X~uR telegrl!,m:-received. : 'T~is G~v~rrimen:t would willingly '•meet ~t-Hobart; if' convenient tq 

· ~th~i: Go;vernments_. Suppose Que.ensland_and New Zealand prefer: .Sydney. _ We cannot object to 
Jl:leet at :l~tter place,- as we have. already. consented. Have poi:nteq. out to Mr. Parkes Hobart 
would- be' convenient to_ us._ There. ~ :a,: strong desire .. on all, 0-ov!=lrnments to be represented-at 
Qonference. .Western Australia.has req~ested to be represented. , . ·. , · . -· _ 
,_·._·_ :,.. . ======- (~igned) H. AYERS: 
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The Chief Secretary, Victoria, to the Colonial Secretary, New South Wales. 

Victoria, 

Sm, 
Chief Secretary's Office, Melbourne, 21st November, 1872. 

I ACKNOWLEDGED by telegram this forenoon the receipt of yours of the 20th instant, in which, 
in reply to mine of the previous day, you enumerate several other reasons, not previously referred to, 
against holding the Conference anywhere else than in Sydney. 

I r(;lgret that the new arguments brought forward were not presented to us at an earlier period. 
We were in hopes that we had satisfactorily shown the way of surmounting what you expressed 
as the one difficulty in the way of changing the place of meeting to Hobart 'l'own; and you will not 
be surprised if the fact of new obstacles being now started, so soon as the prior one was disposed of, 
has caused this Government to view the question in a somewhat different light. 

From your last Telegram, and the character the correspondence is now assuming, this Govern
ment has arrived at the conclusion that underlying other and minor issues is the .question of the 
terminus of the Suez Mail Line in Australia. As there need be no reservation regarding the 
intentions and views of this Government on that point, I may as well inform you that the very much 
larger sum this Colony will conti-ibute as her proportion of the subsidy ; her central position ; the 
approaching completion of a dry dock at Williamstown specially constructed for the purpose of 
receiving the largest mail steamers ; taken in connection with the superior magnitude of her com
merce an<l population in comparison with those possessed by any of the other Colonies, all com,bine, 
as her Government contends, in giving Victoria a paramount claim to have her capital selected as 
t}le terminus. · 

·But although we claim this for Victoria, we fully admit the rights of the sister Colonies to 
require her assistance in securing the economical transmission of their mails to and from Melbourne. 
Should, therefore, the question of terminus be conceded, the Government of Victoria will under
take on its side that she will bear her due share in any reasonable arrangements that may be pro
posed so as to ensure the mails being forwarded by branch services in the most efficient manner. 

You will understand frorri the foregoing that it is our desire to set frankly before you, prior to any . 
meeting taking place to discuss the new postal arrangements, that this Government will regard it as. 
;in indispensable condition in any future contract for postal services viil Galle in which Victoria takes · 
part that Melbourne shall be the terminus of the line; and it will consequently pe evident to you 
that no conference in which this colony joins can be satisfactory to us unless this understanding be 
accepted as a condition precedent. But, at the same time, we wish it to be clearly understood that 
this Government is perfectly ready to leave a full representation of all the other interests, to deal 
with the contract itself in all its various branches, including the settlement of· the amount of th~ 
contributions by the several colonies ; and that it will be our wish to meet in a liberal and generous 
spirit any propositions that may be brought forward for mail services in which other colonies may 
have a more leading and direct interest than Victoria. 

Having now made you cognizant of the views of this Government on the question of the 
·terminus, I can only say, in conclusion, that we do not find in your telegam sufficie!).t reasons why 
the conference should necessarily be held at Sydney. . 

As a steamer for Wellington direct is about to leave to-day, I propose to take the opportunity 
afforded by it of requesting the Government of New Zealand to agree to meet at Hobart Town. 
And, as it may be some days before another mail leaves, it is also my intention to lay before that 
Goverpment, at the same time, our views regarding the claims of Melbourne to be the terminus of 

Suez line, and our views on the subject generally as expressed in this letter. 

I have, &c., 

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, New South Wales, 
P.S.-To save trouble, we have had the Correspondence 

, purpose also to send copies to the other colonies. 

(Signed) J. G. FRANCIS. 

printed, and I enclose a copy, and 

(Signed) . J. G. ::ir. 

The Honorable the ,Chief f3ecretary, Victoria, to the Honorable the Colonial Secretary, New 
· Zealq,nd. 

Victoria, 

Srn, 
Cliief Secretary's Offece, Me,lbourn.e., :2,lst November, 1872. 

REFERRING to my letter of the 19th instant, I now do myself the honor .to enclose for your 
better information a full copy of the Mail Service correspondence to <late. · 
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I desire especiaily tb invite the 'coirnurrence of the Government of New Zealand ifr the proposi

tion of the Government of Vict,oria that the Conference shall meet at Hobart Town. Apart from 
~~her reasons in favor of Hobart Town; this Government regards it as highly expedient that, in the 
event of controversy on the subject of terminus, the question should be debated on neutral ground. 

As.time wi.il hardly allow of further preliminary intercommunication, I shail be much obliged if 
you will be so good as to favor me with yom; reply to this letter as speedily as possible, acquainting 
me of the earliest day in January which it would be convenient to your Government to fix for the 
assembling of the Conference. 

Permit me further to suggest that the Government of New South Wales should likewise be 
advised of your views with the least possible delay. 

The Hon. 'the 'Colonial Secretary New Zealand. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) J. G. FRANCIS. 

Tlie Chief Secretary, Victoria, to ·tl~e Colonial Secretary, New Zealand. 

Victoria, 
Chief Sec1etary's Office, Melbourne, 21st November, 1872. 

Sm,. . 
.I~ reference to ~he:accompanying copy of a telegram received from the Government of New 

South Wales, since 'the ·papers enclosed in my other letter of this date were placed in the hands of the 
printer, I 'think it will be manifest from it and from the tone of the previous correspondence that 
underlying the other ai1d minor issues is the question of the site of the terminus of the Suez Mail 
Line in Australia. As there need be no reservation regarding the intentions of this Government on· 
that point, I may inform you that the larger contribution of this Colony to the subsidy, her central 

' position, and the api!roacbing completion of a magnificent . dock at Williamstown, made specially 
capable of receiving 'tlie _ largest mail steamers, taken in connection with the superior mag·nitude of 
lier·commerce and population compared with those of ariy of-the other Colonies, all rombine, as we 
contend, to give Victbria·a.paraIUoimt claim to having her capital made the terminus of the line. 

' On tlie otherhand, if this point is conceded, the Government of Victoria will be prepared to 
make. any reasonable arrang·emeilt that 'riiay be proposed· so as to· ensure the forwarding of the mails· 
from Melbourne to the other Colonies by·branch services in the most efficient manner. 

· You will understand., therefore, from what I 'have stated, that ·it 'is our desire to set frankly before 
you, prior to any meeting on this subject, that.we shall regard it as'an indispensable·con<lition in any 
future contract for a Postal Service viil Galle, in which Victoria takes a part, that the terminus of 
the line shall be at Melbour1ie; and·that, consequently, it will be evident that no Conference can 
have a satisfactory· termination in which this Colony joins, unless this understanding be accepted· 
beforehand as a condition precedent. 

. But, at the saine time, we wish it to be equally clearly understood that we are most desirous 
that a full representation of all the other interests should deal with· the contract itself, and· all matters 
,arising out of it, including the settlement of the amounts of the contributions by the other colonies. 
It will also be our anxious wish to meet'in a liberal spirit all propositions that may be made for Mail 
Services in which other Colonies'may have a more leading and direct interest. 

Under all the circumstances of the case,· as shown in the correspondence previously forwarded 
· fo you, ·1 have merely to inform you, in conclusion, that, relying on the expres_sed willingness of the 
-colonies of South Australia and Tasmania to meet ·at Hobart Town, it is our intention to persevere 
in'the'proposition to adopt that course in preference to meeting· in Sydney or at Melbourne; and I 
trust you will join with us in making such representations to New ·South Wales -as will induce that 

· colony to agree with the views of the majority. 

I have, &c., 

Tlte Hon. the Colonial Secretary, New Zealand . 
• (Signed) J. G. FRANCIS. 

. ·N oTB.~Tho telegram referred to in this letter is that of the 20th instant, ante . 

• 
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The Chief Sec1·etm·y, Victo1·ia, to the Colonial Secretary, Queensland. 

Victoria, 
Chief Secretary's Office, Melbourne, 22nd November, 1872. 

Sm, , 
REFERRING to my telegram of yesterday's date, I do myself the honor to forward for your 

information a copy of my letter to New South Wales, together with other correspondence on the 
Mail Service to date. 

I would express a hope that the Government of Queensland may find it practicable to accept 
the suggestion of this Government that the proposed Conference shall meet at Hobart Town. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) ,T. G. FRANCIS. 

The Hon the Colonial Secretary, Queensland. 

Telegram, from the Colonial Secretary, Queensland, .to tlie Chief Secretary, Victoria. 

Brisbane, 23rd November, 1872. 

HAVE received your telegrams re Conference, Hobart 'l'own. Shall defer answer until you have 
agreed with New South Wales. 

(Signed) · A. H. PALMER, Colonial Secretary. 

Tel,egram from the Treasurer, Tasma:nia, to tlie Chief Secretary, Victoria. 

Hobart Town, 25th November, 1872. 

WE abide your further action in re Conference. ¥uch flattered by yom· proposal to meet in 
Hobart Town, but wish no difficulty on that point. Period satisfactory. 

(Signed) F. M. INNES. 

The Colonial Secretary, Western Australi~, to Cliief Secretary, Victoria. 

Sm, 

Western Australia, 
Colonial Secretary's Offece, Pertli, 1st November, 1872. 

I AM directed by His Excellency Governor Weld to bring to the notice of the Government of 
Victoria, that he understands it is in contemplation to convene a meeting of delegates from - the 
various Australian Colonies to confer on matters connected with the future Ocean Postal Service 
between England an4 Australia. ; and that he hopes an opportunity may be afforded to allow a 
Representative from this Colony to attend ~t any Conference held on this subject, in which Western 
Australia is so deeply concerned. · 

I have, &c., 

The Hon tlte Chief Secretary, Melbourne, Victoria . 
(Signed) 

.TAMES BARNARD, 
GO'V'IIRNM:ENT PRINTER, TASH.A.NU.. 

FRED. P. BARLEE. 

/ 


