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Preamble 
Tasracing is a Tasmanian Government-owned company and the peak industry body governing the three 
codes of racing (thoroughbred, harness and greyhounds) in Tasmania. 

It is the corporate entity that governs the racing industry in the state, providing the strategic direction and 
funding required to produce quality racing. 

Tasracing is responsible for the following specific activities (as defined in the Racing Regulation Act 2004):

•	 provision of stakes
•	 promoting the development of an efficient and effective horse and greyhound breeding industry
•	 funding of clubs 
•	 media rights
•	 management of the racing and training venues
•	 thoroughbred handicapping
•	 allocation of race dates and race programming (across three codes)
•	 industry training
•	 making rules and policies for governing the racing industry
•	 national representation on peak controlling bodies

Separate to Tasracing’s operations, Racing Services Tasmania (RST), a division of the Department of 
Primary Industries, Parks, Water and Environment, is the integrity body for the three codes of racing 
(thoroughbred, harness and greyhound) in Tasmania.

The general manager of RST is appointed to the statutory role of director.

RST is responsible for the following:

•	 provision of integrity services
•	 participant licensing and animal registration
•	 harness handicapping and greyhound grading 
•	 registrations of racing clubs and bookmakers
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- breeder registration
- limit number of litters

- limit breeding age of dams
-  registration of breeding  

females
-  review of registration  

fees

- grading review to maximise  
racing opportunities for dogs  

of all levels of ability

- programming review to  
optimise mix of races  

for current dog  
population

SAFETY,  
WELFARE & CONTROL
-  safe infrastructure - safety rail,  

loop arm lure, track preparation
- drug rules and testing regimes
- animal welfare manual
-  on-course vet & injury  

stand-down times
- kennel inspections
-  industry training and  

education linked  
to licensing
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BREEDING

OPPORTUNITIES  
FOR RACING

- increase funding to the  
Greyhound Adoption Programme

- promoting cultural change to  
encourage responsible ownership

- implementation of strategies  
to reduce euthanasia

END OF CAREER OPTIONS

TASRACING – ENHANCING GREYHOUND WELFARE
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Terms of Reference responses 

Live baiting

As members of the Joint Select Committee on Greyhound Racing in Tasmania would be aware, and 
as outlined in the preamble, Tasracing is not responsible for the detection of live baiting activity by 
greyhound trainers in Tasmania.  

The detection and prosecution of live baiting and other animal cruelty offences is the responsibility of RST, 
Tasmania Police and the RSPCA.

Based on advice provided to it by RST, Tasracing is not aware of the practice being undertaken in the state.  

The use of live bait for training is illegal in Tasmania, as it is around Australia.  

In media interviews following the ABC’s 4 Corners program that focused on the use of live baiting 
interstate, Tasracing chief executive officer Dr Eliot Forbes said: “Live baiting is disgusting, it is illegal and is 
totally unethical.”

Tasracing obviously welcomed the formal finding by the Director of Racing and the Chief Veterinary Officer 
that there was no evidence of live baiting occurring in Tasmania.

To provide some context, training with a mechanical lure in Tasmania only occurs on properties owned 
and operated by Tasracing and supervised by its staff or experienced club officials.  

This is a very important difference between Tasmania and the interstate examples presented on ABC’s 4 
Corners program.  

The Tasmanian properties are locked at night and are subject to regular security checks.  Tracks are 
inspected first thing every morning.

Tasracing has been advised by RST that properties of licensed industry participants in Tasmania are 
regularly inspected and their activities are subject to ongoing surveillance.  

Carcasses on lure arms for training is also banned here.  The last time this happened was in 2008.  Two 
trainers were disqualified as a result.  

Enhanced new national rules relating to the lure, the keeping of small animals on greyhound properties 
and penalties related to live baiting were adopted by the Greyhounds Australasia Board on 30 April 2015.  
A copy of the new rules is presented in Appendix C.
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Practices in the Tasmanian greyhound racing industry, 
including whether live baiting, wastage and draining of 
greyhounds is occurring, and if so, to what extent.

(a)



“Wastage”

Tasracing’s strong view is that “wastage” is an emotive and non-descript term that adds no value to 
community debate.  

There will always be a number of racing animals who, for whatever reason, do not become athletes, who 
may injure themselves during their racing career and/or who will retire from competitive racing each year. 

From an ideological perspective, some sectors of the community reject any use of animals and that any 
injury, retirement or fatality is unacceptable.  Irrespective of these views, governments in every state of 
Australia accept and support the greyhound racing industry and have implemented organisations like 
Tasracing and RST to administer the sport. 

Tasracing implements rules, policies, strategies and industry schemes to deliver on its statutory 
responsibilities, while being cognisant of our overarching obligation to animal welfare. 

RST has responsibility for animal registration and the enforcement of the rules of racing. Tasracing is 
reliant on RST for the collection and reporting of data associated with registrations and certain rules (eg. 
GAR106 the “retirement rule”).  

The racing population in Tasmania, as in all states, is dynamic.

The report prepared by the Chief Veterinary Officer and the Director of Racing identifies that the number 
of whelpings in Tasmania has been 617, 608 and 694 in 2011/12, 2012/13 and 2013/14 respectively. From 
a historical perspective the numbers have been relatively stable at between 550-650 per annum for the 
last five years.

There is also a free movement of dogs between states as owners seek to match racing opportunities to 
their dogs’ ability.

Addressing concerns as to “wastage” is multi-faceted, including examination of breeding practices, life-
cycle tracking, developing opportunities for racing for dogs of all abilities and implementing end-of-career 
options, including the Greyhound Adoption Program (GAP). Tasracing and GA have been working to 
implement rules and strategies to address all of these aspects.

Ultimately, as an industry we recognise that owners must take life-long responsibility for their dogs.  
We acknowledge that this may not have always been the case and that while the Greyhound Adoption 
Program and private adoption groups and charities play an important role in re-homing retired racing 
greyhounds, the industry’s survival will ultimately rely on a life-long commitment to greyhound ownership 
from the breeders and owners themselves.
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National approach

The industry has been working for some years to reduce the number of greyhounds bred while 
maintaining racing stocks – breeding numbers have been reduced by 50 per cent across Australia since 
1975 when more than 36,000 greyhounds were whelped.  

The Greyhound Australasia (GA) Board will consider new rules at the June 2015 meeting to increase the 
registration requirements of a breeding female and limit the number of litters a breeding female can have 
to three without controlling body and veterinary approval.  This is a significant change extending control 
bodies’ regulatory reach into new areas, namely the breeding sector.  

The breeding and vaccination rule changes are key elements of the National Greyhound Welfare Strategy 
(attached as Appendix A).  The proposed breeding rules and associated industry Fact Sheets are also 
presented in Appendix B.

The first phase of implementation focuses on improving immunisation rates and will assist in reducing the 
number of greyhounds bred that are unlikely to be suited to racing.

GA recognises that community attitudes towards animal welfare have changed.

GA also believes that industry success is tied to the care for the greyhound, and that is why it is important 
everyone involved in the industry understands the need for change and the implications of the change.

Local approach

At its March 2015 meeting, the Tasracing Board agreed to abolish the payments in Tasmania for both 
the DNA laboratory fee for breeding females and the vaccination / microchip / rearing rebate (previously 
known as the Breeders Bonus).

The payment was originally introduced to assist breeders with the cost of vaccination of a litter when 
vaccination was optional and was only paid on production of vaccination certificates.

Over the years, mostly due to the compulsory vaccination of litters, it developed into a payment towards 
the cost of breeding and rearing a litter which was payable at the time the litter was registered with RST.

Refocusing the bonus to reward breeders whose pups make it to the racetrack had been previously 
discussed with the Greyhound Reference Group (with which Tasracing meets and consults regularly).

Tasracing supports the principle of maximising racing opportunities for all greyhounds.  This is consistent 
with GA’s National Welfare Strategy referenced previously and attached as Appendix A.

While Tasracing, which is responsible for race programming, is keen to ensure racing calendars provide 
ample opportunities for greyhounds of all grades, ages and abilities, it can only program races provided 
for within the grading schedule.  

5



The Director of Racing announced a review of the grading schedule in August 2014 and recently released 
a draft for comment (the comment period closes 19 June).  Tasracing is committed to working with the 
Director of Racing to ensure welfare outcomes for lower performed and aged greyhounds are addressed 
through these proposed changes. 

Regardless, the industry nationally acknowledges that it has failed to keep pace with changing community 
expectations. 

Tasracing and GA appreciates the legitimate community concerns on the issue.

Importantly, the industry has accepted responsibility for solving this problem.  

Tasracing recognises that there will always be a diversity of views in the community as they relate to 
greyhound racing and breeding.  For example, some sectors of the community will view greyhounds as 
working dogs, bred for a purpose, like police dogs, sniffer dogs, guide dogs or hunting hounds.  They are 
not pets but, if for any reason they are not suitable for the purpose for which they were bred, they are 
excluded from the industry.

By contrast, some members of the community reject the use of any animal for man-made purposes 
including livestock for production, beasts of burden, working or entertainment animals.  

The greyhound racing and breeding industry must ensure that its practices broadly match community 
expectations, and at all times ensure that these practices are lawful, respectful and maintain the dignity of 
the animals in the sport.

Tasracing acknowledges that society affords the industry a tremendous privilege to engage in the sport of 
racing.  With this comes significant responsibility.

To this end the sport has led to the creation of specific integrity career paths (racing stewards) and 
developed some of the most sophisticated scientific methods to monitor the sport in terms of analytical 
science.  In addition, racing regulatory veterinarians have evolved as a highly specialised career discipline, 
wholly directed to protecting and promoting the safety and welfare of racing animals.

A working party of the GA board has been meeting weekly to identify ways to reduce numbers of 
greyhounds bred and increase re-homing opportunities for retired greyhounds.  The same working party 
is also looking at providing racing opportunities for greyhounds of all abilities.

Tasracing promotes the responsible breeding of greyhounds through regulatory and financial mechanisms, 
and recognises that participants in Tasmania treat their dogs with the utmost respect and compassion. 
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Greyhound Adoption Program 
Tasracing and Greyhounds Australasia want to see an industry where every greyhound has every 
opportunity to enjoy a fulfilling life after racing.

Tasracing funds the Greyhound Adoption Program (GAP) in Tasmania employing a dedicated statewide 
coordinator.   (Please see Tasracing’s GAP brochure at Appendix D.) 

Every dog that enters the program is temperament tested, de-sexed, wormed, de-flead, vaccinated, 
micro-chipped, teeth cleaned and nail trimmed. The dogs spend six to eight weeks with dedicated 
volunteer foster carers who help prepare dogs for life outside the racing kennels. 

Tasracing is conscious of the need to ensure only greyhounds that will be suited as pets are placed in the 
community through GAP.  (Please see Tasracing’s Greyhound Behavioural Assessment documentation at 
Appendix E.)

Tasracing staff carefully assess dogs and match dogs with prospective homes to ensure the dog has the 
best opportunity to lead a successful life as a pet. Each dog is rehomed with an adoption pack (attached 
as Appendix F). 

Tasracing staff remain as a support and information network for the adopting families for the life of the 
dog.  Tasracing remains committed to ensuring that rehomed dogs are well cared for their entire life. This 
enduring concern for greyhound welfare is not only a responsibility but a passion for Tasracing’s GAP staff.

Tasracing increased funding to GAP in 2014/15 and the number of adoptions has increased as 
demonstrated in Table 1 below. 

Table 1 – GAP Adoptions

            * FY15 partial year to May 2015.

The greyhound industry provided $100,000 from the code’s funding allocation in 2014/15 for GAP.  This is 
set to double in 2015/16.  Tasracing will also review the program with a view to increasing capacity while 
at the same time promoting responsible greyhound ownership.

Of course, GAP is only part of the solution and needs to operate alongside the national welfare strategy 
and the new breeding rules that have already been referenced in this document.  Further, as has also 
been referenced in this document previously, greater emphasis needs to be placed on owners taking 
responsibility for their own greyhounds which will require a cultural shift.

7

FY11 FY12 FY13 FY14 FY15*

28 30 23 35 56



In this context, quoting from the Review of Arrangements for Animal Welfare in the Tasmanian Greyhound 
Racing Industry Report, Tasracing agrees that: 

“Ultimately, while Government and regulators have a significant role, the  future of the greyhound 
industry will primarily rely on the will of its participants to develop a culture where the community 
can be confident that animal welfare standards meet contemporary expectations.”

Draining 

Tasracing understands that some veterinarians may collect blood from dogs, including greyhounds, prior 
to euthanasia for medical reasons.  

This is a practice outside the racing industry.

This is a matter for individual veterinarians, though Tasacing clearly mandates that no greyhounds under 
the control of GAP are involved in this practice.

As noted in the Preamble, Tasracing is the peak industry body governing the three codes of racing in the 
state while Racing Services Tasmania (RST), a division of the Department of Primary Industries, Parks, 
Water and Environment, is the integrity body for the three codes of racing. 

The industry operates within a mature regulatory framework that includes legislation, GA national rules 
(www.galtd.org.au), local rules, local policies and local guidelines (http://tasracing.com.au/greyhounds/
rules-policies/).

Within this structure there is a high degree of coordination across all states to ensure the framework is 
consistent nationally and is updated continuously as new issues emerge.

Tasracing represents the Tasmanian industry on the board of GA and has representatives on the 
board’s national welfare working party, the national integrity committee and the veterinary and analyst 
committee.
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Greyhound welfare 

Animal welfare is of critical importance to Tasracing.  Further, the health and welfare of all animals 
engaged in the industry is a fundamental concern of all industry participants.

Tasracing’s Corporate Plan states: 

“Safety and animal welfare initiatives will continue to be a focus as racing must strive to deliver 
a best practice approach to safety and ensure its welfare strategy meets or exceeds community 
expectations.”

Tasracing’s strict animal welfare policies ensure the welfare of greyhounds (and all animals) are protected 
at all times when racing and training.

At a national level, GA acknowledges that the greyhound racing industry is responsible for the welfare of 
all racing greyhounds in Australasia. 

GA and its members across Australia are committed to improving the welfare of greyhounds and reducing 
the incidence of euthanasia by building on the significant advancements that all parties have already 
made. These include:  

•	 The introduction of mandatory micro-chipping that improves industry integrity, and facilitates 
more accurate tracking of individual greyhounds throughout their lifecycle.

•	 The strengthening of Greyhound Racing Rules to ensure owners are required to notify their 
Controlling Body when a greyhound has been retired from racing.

•	 The establishment of a dedicated GA Welfare committee which is tasked with the development, 
implementation and monitoring of national welfare initiatives and setting of industry benchmarks.

•	 The introduction of export guidelines that ensures Australasian greyhounds can only be exported 
to countries that have a standard of care and accountability comparable to that here in Australia.

•	 Reducing injury risks for racing greyhounds by prioritising capital works at racetracks.
•	 Increasing the number of kennel inspections and penalising participants for non-compliance.
•	 The development in each state of a dedicated and industry resourced re-homing program for 

greyhounds that are no longer suited to racing. 

GA and its members are now working together to ensure the welfare of greyhounds meets best practice 
and to reduce the incidence of euthanasia. All parties are committed to:  

•	 Reducing the number of greyhounds bred through the expansion of responsible breeding 
strategies and education initiatives.

•	 Improved tracking mechanisms and data collection throughout the life of a greyhound to enable 
monitoring of both participants and greyhounds.

•	 Continued development of mandatory education and licensing across the racing sector.
•	 Mandatory education competencies linked to licensing for greyhound breeders including hobby 

and commercial operations.
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•	 Licensing of participants involved in the rearing, educating and pre training of greyhounds.
•	 A consistent approach to the provision of veterinary services and injury reporting at race meetings 

to assist in development of minimum standards for track preparation and the monitoring of injury 
trends.

•	 Increased investment in greyhound adoption or re-homing programmes and the promotion of the 
breed outside of racing. 

Through a combined, dedicated and coordinated approach, GA and its members are committed to 
constant improvement in regards to the welfare outcomes for all racing greyhounds. 

National greyhound welfare strategy 

For the past eight months (it is important to reflect on the fact that this work commenced well before the 
ABC’s 4 Corners program was broadcast) Tasmania and all states and territories had placed a heightened 
focus on welfare issues and had approved a national greyhound welfare strategy to enhance animal 
welfare outcomes.

The three-year national strategy has strict new directives in relation to breeding, enhanced licensing 
standards and stronger welfare requirements for vaccination and housing.  

Tasmania is a signatory to this agreement that specifically covers:

•	 Improving accountability for welfare outcomes.
o	Reducing unsuitable breeding practices (reducing the number of pups whelped that are unlikely 

to make it to the track – no more than three per breeding female.
o	Not using a breeding female over the age of eight.
o	Not using a breeding female three seasons in succession.

•	 Increasing racing opportunities for older and slower greyhounds.
•	 Restructuring trainer licensing to have national standards and similar education qualifications.
•	 Introduction of formal training qualifications through TAFE and other Registered Training 

Organisations (RTOs).
•	 Ensuring all facilities housing greyhounds meet best practice.
•	 Improving awareness of adoption program post-racing among industry participants and the 

community.

In addition to this, Tasmania has been proactive in this space for a number of years and has introduced 
various initiatives to enhance animal welfare outcomes including the publication, in cooperation with RST, 
of a comprehensive Greyhound Animal Welfare Manual (please see the Manual attached at Appendix G). 

Tasracing understands it is the first greyhound authority in Australia to produce an Animal Welfare 
Manual.  It was first published in November 2012 and ensures that Tasmania is at the forefront of driving 
best practice.  Importantly, the manual is regularly reviewed to ensure it remains consistent with current 
best practices.
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Tasracing understands that RST scrutiny of participants in relation to greyhound welfare, care and control, 
includes:

•	 Drug tests at every race meeting.
•	 Regular inspections of greyhound kennels by stewards. 
•	 The appointment of a compliance officer who has a strong background in animal welfare 

(previously employed by RSPCA as an investigator).

Industry training 

Tasracing has implemented a progressive industry skills program that mandates that industry participants 
must have nationally accredited training credentials in order to be licensed to participate in the industry.

This approach was first implemented with the thoroughbred and harness codes in recent years.  It was 
always intended to link greyhound licensing standards to the training credentials in 2015, with participants 
required to demonstrate their competencies in order to be relicensed from August 2016.

With this in mind, in 2014/15 Tasracing began a process of Recognition of Prior Learning accreditation for 
all licensed catchers, attendants and trainers.  Tasracing has appointed a training officer to coordinate this 
work.

Granting of licences is directly linked to the national standard of competency for each of the units listed 
below.  

The assessments are conducted by experienced greyhound industry participants and all assessments meet 
with the required Australian Quality Training Framework standard (practical demonstration, observation, 
questions and answers and a third party testimonial).  

•	 Attendants
		  RGRCMN201A – Follow OHS procedures and observe environmental work practices
		  RGRPSG201A – Handle Greyhounds

 
•	 Catchers

		  RGRCMN201A – Follow OHS procedures and observe environmental  work practices  
		  RGRSG206A – Perform duties of greyhound catcher
 

•	 Trainers 
		  RGRCMN201A – Follow OHS procedures and observe environmental work practices   
		  RGRPSG201A – Handle Greyhounds
		  RGRPSG205A – Attend Greyhounds at race meetings
		  RGRCMN001A – Comply with the rules of racing and related protocols
 
Importantly, RGRPSG201A – Handle Greyhounds features elements that relate to animal safety and 
welfare.  (The training units that cover greyhound welfare are detailed in Appendix H.)

Prior to the assessment, all participants are sent a Tasmanian focused greyhound booklet that is 
customised for each licence category.  
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Infrastructure and safety

The provision of appropriate infrastructure to ensure greyhounds are as safe as possible when training 
or racing is an important consideration for Tasracing.  It maintains racing tracks and infrastructure in 
Tasmania, preparing tracks for racing and training to exacting, professional standards.  

Safety rails are fixtures attached to the lure rail which help protect dogs from injuring themselves during 
a race.  It is best practice to have safety rails installed and Tasracing has now completed the installation of 
safety rails at all racing venues in the state.

Tasracing and the Greyhound Reference Group agreed that a loop arm lure would be introduced for all 
races and trials at all three tracks (Hobart, Launceston and Devonport) for the welfare of greyhounds.  The 
loop arm lure is safer for greyhounds as it has the ability to pass over the top of a fallen greyhound and 
will not injure it. 

Work has been completed on equipment required for each track to ensure uniformity in the height of the 
lure at each racing centre (Launceston operates a cable system while Hobart and Devonport operates a 
bramich system).  The loop arm is scheduled to be introduced for all races from 3 August 2015.  

Tasracing sends curators to national conferences to ensure they are “up to date” with best practices for 
race track preparation.

Emergency procedures have recently been developed for Launceston in the event of a greyhound 
becoming stationary or prone on the track or running back into the oncoming field.  The procedure 
requires a steward and a retrieval assistant (runback attendant) to work together in conjunction with the 
Chairman of Stewards.

Injury statistics 

RST report on racing injuries at race meetings and Tasracing monitors these reports to ensure that it is 
aware of any unusual incidents and to assist in the detection of any underlying trends in incident rates.

There are inherent risks in racing that need to be considered and applied when considering these 
numbers.

Of 12,336 starters in Tasmania in 2013/14, 14 dogs were humanely euthanised on track.  This equates to 
0.1 per cent of starters.  Further, the medium or major injuries to greyhounds is just 0.75 per cent of all 
starters.

A veterinary surgeon is required to attend all race meetings (the race meeting does not proceed unless a 
vet is on course) to provide regulatory and emergency first aid duties.  

Any greyhound found by the veterinary surgeon to have suffered an injury is stood down for a period of 
time deemed appropriate by the vet to ensure the greyhound recovers from that injury.
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All injuries are recorded and reported on a monthly basis.  These reports are reviewed by Tasracing’s 
assets team to ensure track surfaces or the infrastructure the team maintains is not contributing to 
greyhound injury.

GA is considering a rule amendment that, if agreed, will require any greyhound that has not competed for 
more than six months to pass a vet exam and compete in a trial before being eligible to nominate for a 
race.

Tasracing is funded through a $27 million annual funding deed over 20-years. 

This funding arrangement was necessary as the industry had been traditionally funded from revenue from 
TOTE Tasmania (which was sold to the Tattersall’s Group by the previous state government).  

Importantly, the government of the day chose not to introduce product fees or other commercial 
arrangements linking the racing industry to Tattersall’s, unlike other states. In most states, those 
commercial links provide the majority of industry funding.

The funding deed provides Tasracing with its major revenue source.  The balance is provided by 
sponsorship and other income (for example, racefield fees which is income payable to Tasracing by 
national wagering operators).

Economic impact 

The government’s contribution is not only important to the industry but to the economy of the state.

An independent study (released in December 2013) to identify the benefits generated by the Tasmanian 
racing industry across the thoroughbred, harness and greyhound codes found it contributes $103.1 
million in real gross value to the state’s economy.

It also found that regional Tasmania is responsible for generating more than $31.5 million (30.5 per cent) 
of this amount in value-added contribution to Gross State Product.  

The report noted that 5,571 individuals are employed or are direct participants in the Tasmanian racing 
industry representing a number of different categories, including owner, participant, volunteer, direct 
employee or horse / greyhound service provider.

The report also said that the industry was directly responsible for sustaining just under 1000 full-time 
equivalent (FTE) jobs in the Tasmanian economy.  
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Racing in regional Tasmania supports more than 300 of these jobs.

FTE job creation by region is Hobart 44 per cent, Launceston 25 per cent and regional Tasmania 31 per 
cent.
Breeders and trainers directly employ about 940 individuals to assist in various roles, including 
administration, track riding, stable and kennel duties.

The study found that owners invested more than $40 million in the preparation of racehorses and 
greyhounds for racing, and that more than 55 per cent of this investment was made in regional areas of 
the state.

The research also revealed that breeders invested more than $13 million in the production of race horses 
and greyhounds for racing.  More than 60 per cent of this investment was made in regional Tasmania.

More than 400 trainers prepare about 1000 thoroughbreds, 790 standardbreds and 800 greyhounds for 
racing.  Fifty seven per cent of this activity occurs in regional Tasmania.

Tasmania is home to 15 racing clubs that host 328 race meetings a year in Tasmania.  About 800 full-time, 
part-time, casual and contractor employees are involved in the operation of racing at a club level.

The economic impact study provided compelling evidence that racing is deeply woven into the economic 
and social fabric of Tasmania, particularly in regional areas, where it is an important and vibrant 
contributor to those communities.

One in 10 Tasmanian residents have attended at least one thoroughbred, harness or greyhound race 
meeting (ABS sporting attendance survey).

Racing patrons and customers spend more than $10.5 million in relation to their investment in racing 
– 35 per cent of race day-related spending by racing patrons occurs off-course (retail, fashion and 
accommodation).

Economic Impact

.Some totals may not add due to rounding
# Calculated using value added multipliers. Value added is equal to the wages, salaries and profits generated by the industry. The calculation 
of ‘economic value of racing’ includes the direct & flow-on impacts generated by the racing industry’s expenditure.
##The calculation of ‘total full-time equivalent’ (FTE) employment includes the direct & flow-on employment impacts sustained by the 
economic activity generated by the racing industry.
###‘Total household income’ relates to the value of wages & salaries paid to those whose employment is directly or indirectly sustained by 
the racing industry’sactivities.

Thoroughbred Harness Greyhound Total
Economic value of racing# $53.4 mil $34.2 mil $15.6 mil $103.1 mil
Total FTE employment## 514 331 153 998
Total household income### $26.7 mil $16.9 mil $7.9 mil $51.5 mil
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The greyhound code is responsible for nearly 40 per cent of the Tasmanian racing industry’s total 
turnover, which means it is a significant contributor to race field fees that provides a critical funding 
stream for Tasracing that assists it in servicing the three codes of racing.

The Tasracing Board considered the identified report at its April meeting and committed to work with the 
Minister for Racing and his office on the recommendations that are relevant to Tasracing.

With that in mind, Tasracing notes that GA rules recently approved by the GA Board address the concerns 
of the recommendations in the report.

They are specifically addressed elsewhere in this document:

•	 For the past eight months Tasmania and all states and territories had placed a heightened focus on 
welfare issues and had approved a national greyhound welfare strategy to enhance animal welfare 
outcomes.  The three-year national strategy has strict new directives in relation to breeding, 
enhanced licensing standards and stronger welfare requirements for vaccination and housing.  A 
copy of the strategy is attached at Appendix A.

•	 Enhanced new national rules relating to the lure, the keeping of small animals on greyhound 
properties and penalties related to live baiting were adopted by the Greyhounds Australasia Board 
on 30 April 2015.  A copy of the new rules is presented in Appendix C.

•	 The Greyhound Australasia (GA) Board is considering new rules at the June 2015 meeting to 
increase the registration requirements of a breeding female and limit the number of litters a 
breeding female can have to three without controlling body and veterinary approval.  This is a 
significant change extending control bodies’ regulatory reach into new areas, namely the breeding 
sector.  (The vaccination and breeding rules are attached as Appendix B).

•	 Tasracing funds the Greyhound Adoption Program in Tasmania.  Tasracing increased funding to 
GAP in 2014/15.  This figure is set to double in 2015/16.
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Effective 1 August 2015, all greyhound stakes will be paid to recipients by direct deposit rather than cash.  
 
Tasracing provides monies to the host club which then has responsibility for distributing the prize money.  
The current practice is for all stakes under $1750 to be paid by the clubs in cash.  Amounts greater that 
$1750 are paid by the clubs by cheque.
 
The new direct deposit system will bring Tasmanian greyhounds in line with both the other Tasmanian 
codes and other national greyhound jurisdictions.
 
Tasracing, since its inception, has been constantly looking to streamline administrative functions after 
assimilating the operational functions of four different administrative entities.
 
This has included reducing costs, streamlining processes and improving accountability and governance 
mechanisms.
 
When electronic stakes payments begins in August 2015, it will mark the conclusion of a phased stakes 
payment project that began some time ago (in preparing for the greyhound phase, policy changes and 
process improvements began 18-months-ago).
 
The project involved liaising and working with RST and the software developers for the national OzChase 
system.
  
The new approach will have the benefit of streamlined payments and improved work health safety 
outcomes.
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Any other matters incidental thereto.(e)



APPENDIX A



	
  

	
  	
  

	
  	
  

Greyhounds	
  Australasia	
  Greyhound	
  Welfare	
  Strategy	
  	
  
	
  	
  
The	
  Greyhound	
   racing	
   industry	
   in	
   Australia	
   is	
   aware	
   that	
   the	
  welfare	
   of	
   its	
   racing	
   animals	
   is	
   of	
   paramount	
   importance	
   and	
   is	
  working	
   towards	
   a	
  more	
  
consistent	
  national	
  approach	
  to	
  welfare	
  issues.	
  	
  Uniform	
  standards	
  of	
  care,	
  education,	
  accountability	
  and	
  enforcement	
  are	
  required	
  across	
  the	
  country	
  to	
  
ensure	
  the	
  best	
  possible	
  outcome	
  for	
  greyhounds	
  at	
  every	
  stage	
  of	
  their	
  lifecycle.	
  	
  
	
  	
  
Industry	
  success	
   is	
  tightly	
  paired	
  to	
  excellence	
   in	
  greyhound	
  welfare.	
   	
  The	
   industry	
   is	
  open	
  to	
  ongoing	
  scrutiny	
  from	
  an	
  ever-­‐changing	
  community	
  whose	
  
expectations	
  in	
  regards	
  to	
  racing	
  animals	
  has	
  changed,	
  and	
  will	
  continue	
  to	
  evolve.	
  	
  Due	
  to	
  this,	
  Greyhounds	
  Australasia	
  and	
  its	
  members,	
  recognise	
  that	
  the	
  
time	
  has	
  come	
  for	
  all	
  state	
  jurisdictions	
  to	
  align	
  their	
  strategies	
  to	
  ensure	
  the	
  standards	
  of	
  care	
  and	
  the	
  welfare	
  of	
  every	
  greyhound	
  is	
  not	
  impacted	
  by	
  the	
  
movement	
  of	
  the	
  greyhound	
  from	
  state	
  to	
  state.	
  	
  Industry-­‐wide	
  strategies	
  for	
  addressing	
  breeding	
  of	
  unsuitable	
  greyhounds	
  and	
  for	
  the	
  provision	
  of	
  career	
  
and	
  retirement	
  opportunities	
  provide	
  the	
  only	
  meaningful	
  method	
  of	
  producing	
  positive	
  change.	
  	
  
	
  	
  
This	
  strategy	
  is	
  the	
  next	
  step	
  in	
  establishing	
  standards	
  of	
  greyhound	
  welfare	
  excellence	
  in	
  the	
  greyhound	
  racing	
  industry	
  which	
  are	
  nationally	
  accepted	
  and	
  
consistent.	
   It	
   is	
   about	
  educating	
   those	
  people	
  participating	
   in	
   the	
   industry	
   to	
  enable	
   them	
   to	
  make	
   informed	
  decisions	
   at	
   all	
   stages	
  of	
   the	
   greyhound’s	
  
lifecycle	
  and,	
  ultimately,	
  to	
  deliver	
  world-­‐class	
  levels	
  of	
  care	
  for	
  greyhounds.	
  	
  
	
  	
  

Greyhounds	
  	
  
	
  	
  	
  
Move	
  towards	
  all	
  greyhounds	
  having	
  to	
  be	
  under	
  the	
  care	
  of	
  a	
  Registered	
  Participant	
  at	
  all	
  times	
  during	
  their	
  lifecycle,	
  unless	
  retired	
  as	
  a	
  pet	
  	
  	
  

	
  	
  

• Opportunities	
  exist	
   to	
   improve	
   the	
   tracking	
  of	
   greyhounds	
   throughout	
   their	
   lifecycle	
   to	
  ensure	
   that	
  all	
   greyhounds,	
  not	
   just	
   those	
  within	
   the	
   racing	
  
population,	
  are	
  housed	
  and	
  cared	
  for	
  in	
  a	
  manner	
  that	
  maximises	
  their	
  welfare,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  their	
  chances	
  of	
  a	
  long	
  and	
  successful	
  racing	
  career;	
  and	
  	
  

	
  	
  



	
  

	
  	
  

• This	
  initiative	
  will	
  require	
  	
  licensing	
  of	
  people	
  currently	
  involved	
  in	
  the	
  greyhound	
  lifecycle	
  who	
  may	
  not	
  currently	
  be	
  	
  licensed	
  participants	
  –	
  i.e.	
  	
  
contract	
  whelpers,	
  rearers	
  etc.	
  	
  	
  

Introduce	
  a	
  national	
  approach	
  to	
  breeding	
  to	
  further	
  reduce	
  the	
  number	
  of	
  unsuitable	
  greyhounds	
  being	
  bred,	
  and	
  to	
  ensure	
  the	
  decision	
  to	
  breed	
  a	
  litter	
  
of	
  greyhounds	
  is	
  a	
  considered	
  one	
  	
  
	
  	
  

• Introduction	
  of	
  processes	
  to	
  ensure	
  breeders	
  new	
  to	
  breeding	
  greyhounds	
  are	
  provided	
  with	
  education	
  PRIOR	
  to	
  any	
  services	
  occurring;	
  	
  
	
  	
  

• Introduce	
  a	
  prerequisite	
  where	
  all	
  female	
  greyhounds	
  intended	
  for	
  breeding	
  must	
  be	
  registered	
  as	
  a	
  breeding	
  animal	
  (with	
  requirements	
  for	
  DNA,	
  and	
  
vaccination)	
   PRIOR	
   TO	
   any	
   inseminations/services	
   occurring.	
   Confirmation	
   that	
   these	
   requirements	
   have	
   been	
   met	
   will	
   be	
   easy	
   for	
  
participants/studmasters	
   to	
   recognise	
   with	
   the	
   introduction	
   of	
   a	
   visually	
   different	
   registration	
   card	
   -­‐	
   ‘a	
   Pink	
   Card’	
   -­‐indicating	
   the	
   animal	
   has	
   been	
  
registered	
  for	
  breeding;	
  	
  

	
  	
  

• Introduction	
   of	
   an	
   ‘intent	
   to	
   breed’	
   process	
   –	
   initially	
   aimed	
   at	
   encouraging	
   breeders	
   to	
   plan	
   and	
   consider	
   their	
   breeding	
   options,	
   but	
   providing	
  
opportunity	
  for	
  strategies	
  aimed	
  at	
  discouraging	
  the	
  repeated	
  breeding	
  of	
  ‘unsuccessful’	
  bitches;	
  and	
  	
  

	
  	
  

• Rule	
  amendments	
  reducing	
  the	
  time	
  allowed	
  for	
  the	
  Notification	
  of	
  a	
  Result	
  of	
  Service	
  to	
  seven	
  days,	
  with	
  licensed	
  contract	
  whelpers	
  able	
  to	
  submit	
  
results	
  on	
  behalf	
  of	
  the	
  breeder.	
  	
  

Maximising	
  opportunities	
  for	
  all	
  greyhounds	
  to	
  reach	
  their	
  full	
  potential	
  	
  	
  
	
  	
  

• Increased	
   greyhound	
   and	
   industry	
   protection	
   through	
   increased	
   vaccination	
   requirements	
   aimed	
   to	
   bring	
   all	
   states	
   in	
   line	
   with	
   code	
   of	
   practice	
  
requirements;	
  	
  

	
  	
  

• Protection	
   of	
   young,	
   growing	
   greyhounds	
   through	
   the	
   introduction	
   of	
   strategies	
   aimed	
   at	
   all	
   stages	
   from	
   litter	
   registration	
   to	
   racing.	
   This	
   includes	
  
registration,	
  inspection	
  and	
  star	
  rating	
  of	
  all	
  rearing	
  properties,	
  breaking	
  in	
  facilities	
  and	
  pre-­‐training	
  establishments;	
  	
  

	
  	
  



	
  

	
  	
  

• Provision	
  of	
  resources	
  and	
  assistance	
  for	
  the	
  new	
  registration/licence	
  types	
  aimed	
  at	
  assisting	
  the	
  transition	
  to	
  full	
  compliance,	
   including	
  fact	
  sheets,	
  
record	
  keeping	
  and	
  contract/agreement	
  templates,	
  assistance	
  with	
  council	
  matters	
  etc;	
  and	
  	
  

	
  	
  
	
  	
  
	
  	
  

• Development	
  of	
  an	
  industry	
  information	
  package	
  to	
  assist	
  owners	
  and	
  breeders	
  so	
  they	
  can	
  make	
  educated	
  and	
  informed	
  decisions	
  around	
  the	
  services	
  
and	
  service	
  providers	
  available	
  at	
  the	
  different	
  stages	
  of	
  their	
  greyhound’s	
  lifecycle.	
  	
  	
  

Maximising	
  racing	
  opportunities	
  for	
  all	
  Greyhounds	
  	
  
	
  	
  

• Ensure	
  that	
  the	
  racing	
  calendars	
  throughout	
  the	
  states	
  provide	
  ample	
  racing	
  opportunities	
  for	
  greyhounds	
  of	
  all	
  grades,	
  ages	
  and	
  abilities	
  and	
  through	
  
co-­‐operation,	
   facilitate	
   the	
  movement	
  of	
  greyhounds	
  between	
  states	
  based	
  on	
  ability	
   to	
  maximise	
   the	
  chances	
  of	
  a	
  greyhound	
  having	
  a	
   long	
   racing	
  
career.	
  	
  

End	
  of	
  career	
  alternatives	
  	
  
	
  	
  

• To	
  continue	
  to	
  implement	
  specific	
  and	
  innovative	
  changes	
  that	
  will	
  ensure	
  that	
  the	
  industry	
  Greyhound	
  Adoption	
  Program’s	
  (GAP’s)	
  are	
  continuing	
  to	
  
operate	
  in	
  the	
  most	
  effective	
  manner	
  possible	
  to	
  meet	
  industry	
  demands;	
  	
  	
  
	
  	
  

• Increase	
  data	
  collection	
  at	
  the	
  time	
  of	
  retirement	
  –	
  aimed	
  at	
  capturing	
  information	
  about	
  the	
  entire	
  lifecycle	
  of	
  the	
  greyhound;	
  and	
  	
  
	
  	
  

• Collation	
  and	
  monitoring	
  of	
  national	
  data	
  regarding	
  greyhounds	
  at	
  each	
  stage	
  of	
  the	
  lifecycle	
  –	
  including	
  retirement	
  and	
  euthanasia	
  statistics	
  so	
  that	
  the	
  
success	
  of	
  various	
  strategies	
  can	
  be	
  assessed.	
  	
  

	
  
	
  



	
  

	
  	
  

People/Participants	
  	
  
National	
  approach	
  to	
  education	
  	
  

	
  	
  

• Develop	
  formal	
  education	
  modules	
  on	
  relevant	
  topics	
  for	
  delivery	
  to	
  all	
  participants,	
  including	
  the	
  option	
  of	
  progressing	
  to	
  the	
  completion	
  of	
  a	
  formal	
  
qualification	
  of	
  Certificate	
  2	
  in	
  Racing	
  (Greyhounds)	
  through	
  the	
  national	
  Vocational	
  and	
  Education	
  framework;	
  	
  

	
  	
  

• Development	
  of	
  Fact	
  Sheets	
  covering	
  all	
  aspects	
  of	
  the	
  industry	
  to	
  support	
  education	
  material;	
  and	
  	
  
	
  	
  

• All	
  new	
  participants	
  to	
  be	
  assessed	
  on	
  core	
  competencies	
  before	
  obtaining	
  the	
  relevant	
  licence.	
  	
  	
  

Registration	
  and	
  Licensing	
  	
  
	
  	
  

• Move	
  towards	
  all	
  people	
  that	
  care	
  for	
  greyhounds	
  at	
  any	
  stage	
  of	
  the	
  lifecycle	
  (until	
  retirement)	
  being	
  registered	
  with	
  peak	
  bodies;	
  	
  

• Introduce	
  a	
  tiered	
  system	
  of	
  trainer	
  licence	
  types	
  which	
  stipulate	
  how	
  many	
  greyhounds	
  trainers	
  are	
  able	
  to	
  train;	
  and	
  	
  

• Ongoing	
  licensing	
  by	
  peak	
  bodies	
  to	
  be	
  subject	
  to	
  inspection	
  and	
  compliance	
  with	
  maintenance	
  of	
  facility	
  standards.	
  	
  

Inspection	
  &	
  compliance	
  	
  
	
  	
  

• All	
  facilities	
  at	
  which	
  greyhounds	
  are	
  housed	
  with	
  licensed	
  people,	
  throughout	
  their	
  lifecycle,	
  to	
  be	
  subject	
  to	
  regular	
  inspection;	
  and	
  	
  

• All	
  new	
  facilities/kennels	
  to	
  be	
  compliant	
  with	
  relevant	
  codes	
  of	
  practice	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  Council	
  and	
  Government	
  requirements.	
  	
  

	
  	
  
	
  	
  
	
  	
  
	
  	
  



	
  

	
  	
  

Next	
  Steps	
  	
  
	
  	
  
All	
   states	
  and	
   territories	
  have	
  committed	
   to	
   the	
   full	
   implementation	
  of	
   this	
   strategy	
  over	
   the	
  next	
   three	
  years.	
  Controlling	
  bodies	
  will	
  now	
  engage	
   their	
  
registered	
  participants	
  to	
  confirm	
  strategy	
  implementation	
  plans.	
  The	
  GA	
  Welfare	
  Working	
  Party	
  will	
  determine	
  an	
  appropriate	
  oversight	
  body	
  to	
  support	
  
each	
  jurisdiction	
  with	
  their	
  implementation.	
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FACT SHEET – PROPOSED NEW BREEDING RULES 
 

Introduction 
 
As part of the National Greyhound Welfare Strategy, GA is proposing to introduce some national rule 
changes relating to brood bitches and breeding.  This Fact Sheet is designed to assist participants in 
understanding what is being proposed and why.  
 
What will the proposed changes mean? 
 
There are four key changes being proposed that participants need to be aware of. They are: 
 

• A Requirement for all brood bitches to be registered with controlling bodies as a “breeding 
female” prior to being bred for the first time. 

 
• A new rule that will prevent brood bitches over the age of eight from being mated, without prior 

veterinary certification of appropriate health and fitness and the approval of a controlling body 
 

• The establishment of a National Breeding Review Panel which will decide whether a brood 
bitch who has had three litters is allowed to be mated with for a fourth or subsequent time  

 
• A new rule limiting the frequency of litters for an individual brood bitch to two litters in any 18 

month period 
 
Why are the changes being proposed? 
  
A number of welfare benefits will be achieved by these proposed changes. Among the benefits will be: 
 

• Ensuring the health and fitness of the brood bitch is not adversely affected 
 

• Ensuring that all litters of pups have the best chance of receiving adequate nutrition for the 
critical stages of growth and development during pregnancy and suckling stages 

 
• Providing an opportunity for new breeders to be educated about all aspects of the breeding 

process  
 

• Preventing the ongoing breeding of brood bitches that have not produced successful offspring 
in their first three litters (unless there are extenuating circumstances) 

 
• Ensuring breeders review their brood bitch’s success as a producer of racing greyhounds prior 

to planning their next litter 
 

• Reducing the number of pups born that have very limited chances of ever racing 
 

• Bringing the industry in line with other breeding Codes of Practices and Codes of Ethics 
 
 
 
 
 



	
   	
   	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  

	
  

 
How many brood bitches over the age of eight are currently being bred with? 
 
Industry statistics show most litters are whelped when the bitch is aged between two and six years of 
age. Very few brood bitches whelp litters after the age of seven.  
 
How many brood bitches have four or more litters? 
 
Industry statistics show most brood bitches have one to three litters in their lifetime. Only 13.5% of all 
bitches have a fourth litter and less than 6% have five or more litters. 
 
Will there be a chance for participants to provide feedback on the proposed changes? 
 
Yes, Greyhounds Australasia and the state controlling bodies are calling for participant feedback on 
the proposed breeding changes. The National Breeding and Vaccination Consultation Process invites 
participants to supply their feedback by completing a form and returning it to Greyhounds Australasia 
by 15 January 2015.  
 
The participant feedback form can be accessed via the Greyhounds Australasia website 
(www.galtd.org.au) or the website of your state controlling body.  
 
When will the proposed changes be introduced? 
 
After all of the industry feedback has been reviewed and considered, it is anticipated that the new 
rules will come into effect 1 July 2015. 



	
   	
   	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  

	
  

FACT SHEET – PROPOSED NEW VACCINATION REQUIREMENTS 
 

Introduction 
 
As part of the National Greyhound Welfare Strategy, GA is proposing to introduce some national rule 
changes relating to industry required vaccination levels.  This Fact Sheet is designed to assist 
participants to understand what is being proposed and why.  

What will the proposed changes mean? 
 
Below are the three key changes to vaccination requirements being proposed They are: 
 

• The level of vaccination required for naming a greyhound will be increased from C3 to C5 
 

• The level of vaccination required for a litter to be registered will be increased from C3 to C5 
 

• The addition of a compulsory vaccine (minimum of C3) for puppies aged between six to eight 
weeks old 

 
Why are the changes being proposed? 
 
The proposed changes will bring a number of welfare benefits to the greyhound population. Among 
the benefits will be: 
 

• Increased levels of protection against disease for racing greyhounds and puppies 
 

• Increased levels of immunity across the racing greyhound population 
 
• Decreased likelihood of disease outbreaks among the greyhound population 
 
• Ensures a racing greyhound’s vaccination status meets the requirements for boarding under 

relevant Codes of Practices 
 
• Brings the industry in line with other breeding Codes of Practices and Codes of Ethics 

 
Will there be a chance for participants to provide feedback on the changes? 
 
Yes, Greyhounds Australasia and the state controlling bodies are calling for participant feedback on 
the proposed vaccination rule changes. The National Breeding and Vaccination Consultation Process 
invites participants to supply their feedback by completing a form and returning it to Greyhounds 
Australasia by 15 January 2015.  
 
The participant feedback form can be accessed via the Greyhounds Australasia website 
(www.galtd.org.au) or the website of your state controlling body.  
 
When will the proposed changes be introduced? 
 
After all of the industry feedback has been reviewed and considered, it is anticipated that the new 
rules will come into effect 1 July 2015, and will apply to new applications after that date. 



Vaccination and Breeding Female rules 
 
 
GAR 115 (2) – Registration/naming 
Amend to read: 
GAR 115 (2) Application for registration/naming of a greyhound may be made by an owner by 
lodging with the Controlling Body in the state where the greyhound was whelped, a completed 
prescribed form together with the prescribed fee and a certificate of vaccination against parvovirus 
infection, hepatitis, canine distemper, parainfluenza virus and bordatella bronchiseptica (C5) 
acceptable to the Controlling Body. 
 
R136(3) Result of Service 
(3) Except with the prior consent of the Controlling Body, a litter of pups shall not be divided or 
relocated from the address of whelping until such time as they have been ear branded, 
microchipped and vaccinated in accordance with these Rules, and further until a period of 14 days 
has elapsed from the date of the last vaccination pursuant to Rule 137(1)(c)(i) and (ii). 
or inseminated until the doubt has been resolved.  
 
137 (1) (b) – Registration of litter 
Amend to read:  
137(1)(b) for pups whelped on or after 1 July 2015 a certificate of vaccination against parvovirus, 
hepatitis, canine distemper (C3) issued by a veterinary surgeon identifying the greyhound by 
reference to its sex and colour, that indicates that such vaccination was performed upon the 
greyhound at least between six (6) and eight (8) weeks.  
 
Also add the following:  
137(1)(c) a certificate of vaccination against parvovirus, hepatitis, canine distemper,  
parainfluenza virus and bordatella bronchiseptica (C5) issued by a veterinary surgeon identifying 
the greyhound by reference to its sex, colour, earbranding, and/or microchip identifications, that 
indicates that such vaccination was performed upon the greyhound between ten (10) and sixteen 
(16) weeks. 
 
GAR 127 - Registration of sire 
Add: 
 
(6) A bitch shall not be used for breeding purposes unless registered as a 'breeding female'. 
 
(7) All documents and other items in relation to a breeding female shall be open for 
inspection by an officer of the Controlling Body in the jurisdiction in which the breeding 
female is domiciled. 
 
(8) Application for registration as a breeding female may be made by the owner or 
authorised person by lodging with the Controlling Body in the state in which they reside – 

(a) a completed prescribed form with any fee that may apply; and 
 
(b) at the expense of the applicant, a DNA fingerprint analysis carried out by a 
laboratory designated by Greyhounds Australasia on a sample taken be a veterinary 
surgeon or other person approved by the Controlling Body; and 
 
(c) evidence of a current vaccination status against parvovirus, hepatitis, canine 
distemper, parainfluenza virus and bordetella bronchiseptica (C5) issued by a 
veterinary surgeon identifying the greyhound by reference to its sex, colour, ear 
branding and/or microchip identifications and stating the next vaccination/booster 
due date. 
 
(d) The period of registration will be for one (1) year from the current vaccination date 
pursuant to sub-rule (c). 

 
  



(9) The granting of registration of a breeding female shall be conditional on the greyhound 
being in the control of the applicant or other person approved by the Controlling Body. 
 
(10) The owner of a breeding female, or the person with authority to breed that female, shall 
not cause her to be mated if that breeding female is over eight (8) years of age without prior 
veterinary certification of appropriate health and fitness, and the approval of the Controlling 
Body in writing. The Controlling Body approval granted under this sub-rule  will be to allow 
one (1) service/insemination only, irrespective of the result of said service/insemination.   
The veterinary certification must be obtained within 120 days prior to the date of the service. 
 
(11) A breeding female cannot be used for breeding more than three (3) litters without prior 
veterinary certification of appropriate health and fitness for further litters, and the approval of 
the Controlling Body in writing. The Controlling Body approval granted under this sub rule 
will be to allow one (1) additional service/insemination only, irrespective of the result of said 
service/insemination. The veterinary ·certification must be obtained within 120 days prior to 
the date of the additional service. 
 
(12) The owner of a breeding female, or the person with authority to breed that female, shall 
not cause her to whelp more than two (2) litters in any 18 month period. 
 
GAR 127A (1) -  Identity confirmation   
Amend to read:  
Prior to any service or artificial insemination, the appropriate registered person shall, by reference 
to its Greyhound Breeding Identification Card, positively identify the breeding female presented to 
be served or inseminated. The appropriate registered person shall also, prior to any service or 
artificial insemination, confirm that the breeding female is currently eligible for breeding. Should 
there be any doubt over the identity of the breeding female or her eligibility for breeding, the person 
carrying out the identity examination shall, forthwith, inform the Controlling Body of the doubt and 
ensure that the breeding female is not served 
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New Lure GARs effective 20 April 2015 

NEW RULES 

R86A Approved types of Lures (approved by GA Board 27/3/15) 

A person shall only use or have in their possession at any place where greyhounds are, or are to be kept, trained or 
educated or prepared to race, or racing, a lure that is approved by the Controlling Body. 

R86B Offences Relating to Luring and Baiting 

(1) A person who, in the opinion of the Stewards or Controlling Body- 
 

(a) uses in connection with greyhound training, education or preparation to race, or racing, any live animal, animal 
carcass or any part of an animal whether as bait, quarry or lure, or to entice, excite or encourage a greyhound 
to pursue it or otherwise; or 

(b) attempts to possess, or has possession of, or brings onto, any grounds, premises or within the boundaries of 
any property where greyhounds are, or are to be trained, kept or raced, any live animal, animal carcass or any 
part of an animal for the purpose of being, or which might reasonably be capable of being, or likely to be, used 
as bait, quarry or lure to entice or excite or encourage a greyhound to pursue it; or 

(c) causes, procures, permits or allows a greyhound to pursue or attack any live animal, animal carcass or any part 
of an animal; 

(d) fails to use reasonable endeavours to prevent a greyhound pursuing or attacking any live animal, animal 
carcass or any part of an animal; or 

(e) is in any way directly or indirectly involved in committing, or is knowingly concerned with, such conduct as set 
out in (a), (b), (c) or (d) of this Rule; or 

(f) aids, abets, counsels or procures any person to commit such conduct as set out in (a), (b), (c) or (d) of this 
Rule; or 

(g) is convicted in any Court of an offence in relation to the use of, or having in their possession, any live animal, 
animal carcass or part of an animal in connection with greyhound training, education or preparation to race, or 
racing 
 

shall be disqualified for a period of not less than 10 years and, in addition shall be fined a sum not exceeding such 
amount as specified in the relevant Act or Rules, unless there is a finding that a special circumstance exists, 
whereupon a penalty less than the minimum penalty may be imposed.” 

(2) A person who witnesses conduct as set out in (1)(a), (1)(b), 1(c), or 1(d) above but fails to report that conduct to 
the Controlling Body as soon as reasonably practicable shall be disqualified for a period of not less than 5 years 
and/or fined a sum not exceeding twenty thousand ($20,000) dollars. 

 

 

 

 

R86C Reporting and other matters 



(1) For the purposes of Rules 86A to 86C: 
‘training’ shall include, in addition to those activities otherwise defined as ‘training’ in the Rules, any activities 
whereby a greyhound is exposed to any item for the purpose or effect, or that would have the likely effect, of 
enticing, exciting or encouraging it to pursue, entice or excite, or that causes such reaction from a greyhound. 

(2) Where any officer, employee, member, visitor or contractor of a Club has knowledge of, or suspects, an offence 
may be occurring contrary to Rule 86A or Rule 86B on any ground under the control or management of a Club, 
that Club shall report the matter forthwith to the Controlling Body. A failure to do so may result in the licence of 
that Club being cancelled, either for a specified period or permanently, and the Club may be penalised pursuant 
to these Rules. 
 

(3) Where any manager, employee, member, visitor or contractor has knowledge of, or suspects, an offence may 
be occurring contrary to Rule 86A or Rule 86B on any ground under the control or management of a licensee or 
manager of a greyhound trial track or greyhound training facility, the trial track or training facility manager shall 
report the matter to the Controlling Body forthwith. A failure to do so may result in the registration of the track or 
facility and of any person concerned with the management of that track or facility being cancelled, either for a 
specified period or permanently, and any such person may be penalised pursuant to these Rules. 
 

(4) Any person penalised under Rule 86A, Rule 86B or Rule 86C (or any equivalent Rule) in any jurisdiction shall 
not be entitled to make any application to the Controlling Body for any licence or registration or to be an owner 
of any registered greyhound. 
 

(5) A person shall not be in breach of Rule 86B(1)(b) where the animal is kept on or at the premises as a 
domesticated pet or is kept for rural or agricultural purposes with prior notification to and approval from the 
Controlling Body. For the purpose of this sub-rule, notification must be in the manner and form required by the 
Controlling Body for this exclusion to apply. 
 

(6) Nothing in Rule 86B or Rule 86C serves to create an offence in association with the normal, routine feeding of 
meat to greyhounds, provided that such source of feed has been obtained in accordance with all applicable 
legislation and regulations relating to the acquisition of such food items and the welfare of the animals involved 
and is not being or intended to be used for any other purpose. 
 

(7) For the purposes of this Rule, an animal shall be deemed to include any bird. 
 

Replace definition of ‘lure’ with the following 

“lure” means any item, natural or man-made, that is used in any way, by any person with the intention or effect of 
encouraging or inciting a greyhound to pursue, attack or excite it by responding to such stimuli, and ‘quarry’ and ‘bait’ 
shall have a similar meaning. 

AMENDED RULES 
 
R86 (ad) “unless authorised by stewards or Controlling Body, keeps on or brings onto a racecourse or trial track or 
training track or facility or a surrounding area, as defined by a Controlling Body, a live animal other than a greyhound” 

R86 (af) “uses an animal for any purpose connected with greyhound racing or training in a manner which amounts to 
maltreatment of an animal or is improper or illegal” 
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FOSTER CARER  APPLICATION FORM

Thank you for your interest in fostering a greyhound.  
Please complete the following form and return to 
the Program Coordinator, (PO Box 730, Glenorchy, 
Tasmania, 7010).

Name: ..........................................................................

Address:  ......................................................................

.......................................................................................

.......................................................................................

Telephone: (h) ............................ (m) ............................

Email: .............................................................................

Do you have any other dogs living with you?	       Y	 N

If yes, what breed/s are they? .........................................

Do you have cats living with you?		        Y	 N

Do you have any other animals living with you?   Y	 N

If yes, please specify ......................................................

Are there any children living with you?	       Y	 N

If Yes, what ages? ...........................................................

Do you have a fully fenced area?                          Y     N

Will the greyhound be sleeping inside?                 Y     N
	
How did you hear about the Greyhound Adoption 
Program?

.........................................................................................

.........................................................................................

.........................................................................................

GREYHOUND ADOPTION PROGRAM 
TASMANIA

PO Box 730, Glenorchy TAS 7010
0427 045 433

gaptas@netspace.net.au
www.gaptas.org.au

GREYHOUND  ADOPTION  PROGRAM

adopt  or   foster 

A GREYHOUND TODAY !

An initiative of Tasracing
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HOW DO I ...... 

Become a foster carer

The Greyhound Adoption Program is always looking 
for foster carers.  No qualifications are necessary 
- a genuine love for these beautiful dogs is all 
that is required.  Foster carers will be given a dog 
for approximately 6-8 weeks where they will help 
them adjust to life outside of a racing kennel. The 
Greyhound Adoption Program will supply everything 
needed to care for your foster dog so carers will not 
be burdened by the costs of feeding, worming or vet 
bills regularly associated with dog ownership.  
Fostering a dog is a wonderful way for someone who 
is not quite sure if they are ready for the full time 
commitment of owning a dog but would love to share 
their time with a canine friend - and if you fall in love 
with your greyhound there is always the option to 
adopt.
 
If you are considering becoming a foster carer with 
GAP, remember, if you foster just one dog and decide 
it is not for you, this is one life that you are directly 
responsible for rehoming.

Adopt a greyhound

No matter what your lifestyle or living situation, there 
is a greyhound out there for you.  GAP will endeavour 
to find a greyhound to suit your needs.

Our dogs are desexed, wormed, flea treated, micro-
chipped and C5 vaccinated. They have a teeth clean 
and a nail trim.  They are also supplied with a new 
coat to keep them warm on a Tassie winter night, a 
special green collar to identify them as a graduate of 
the program, a lead and a muzzle.

If you are interested in adopting a greyhound, it is 
as simple as filling out the relevant section of this 
brochure and forwarding to the Program Coordinator.

We use the information from this form to help select 
the perfect dog to suit your household and your 
lifestyle.

OUR MISSION 

Greyhound Adoption Program (GAP) Tasmania 
is a non profit department of Tasracing.  Our 
mission is to find these gentle dogs a pet home 
when they are no longer suitable for racing.

Whilst many of these dogs find new homes 
throughout Australia every year, many do not 
due to the common public misconception that 
greyhounds are dangerous or aggressive dogs.

This could not be further from the truth.  In 
reality, the greyhound is naturally a very gentle 
and affectionate breed and with a bit of love, 
patience and understanding, our dogs quickly 
learn and become wonderful members of our pet 
dog society.

Each dog that enters GAP is sent to live with one 
of our many dedicated volunteer foster carers 
who take these loving dogs into their home for a 
period of 6-8 weeks to help them become  
                    accustomed to everday occurrences
                      e.g. motor bikes, children, cats etc.  
                        GAP ensures they will be fully
                          prepared for pet life once they
                             graduate the program.

                               Once we are happy that our 
                  dogs are ready, they are available for 
                  adoption to the public.

                       If you are considering a new 
                       canine addition to your family, 
                       please consider a greyhound 
                       and you will soon have a best
                                   friend for life.

ADOPTION APPLICATION FORM

Thank you for your interest in adopting a greyhound.  
Please complete the following form and return to 
the Program Coordinator, (PO Box 730, Glenorchy, 
Tasmania, 7010).

Name: ..........................................................................

Address:  ......................................................................

......................................................................................

Telephone: (h) .......... ................ (m) ...........................

Email: ...........................................................................

Do you have any other dogs living with you?	       Y    N

If yes, what breed/s are they? ......................................

Do you have cats living with you?		        Y    N

Do you have any other animals living with you?   Y    N

If yes, please specify ....................................................

Are there any children living with you?	       Y    N

If Yes, what ages? ........................................................

Do you have a fully fenced area?                          Y    N

Will the greyhound be sleeping inside?                 Y    N
	
Do you have any specific requirements in a 
greyhound?
(e.g. age, sex, etc)

.....................................................................................
How did you hear about the Greyhound Adoption 
Program?

...................................................................................
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GREYHO UND BEHAVIOURAL ASSE SSMENT  
 
Aims 
 
This test has been designed for the use of the Greyhound Adoption Programs throughout 
Australia. The objective of this test is to identify dogs with a temperament suited for placement in 
an average pet home, and for suitability for exemption from muzzling. 
 
Specifically, this test is designed to identify dogs that: 
 

• Are friendly, approachable and manageable 
• Show no aggression towards other dogs 
• Show no aggression toward humans in the presence of potentially valuable 

resources 
 
The tests should be performed by an experienced assessor who should have their own safety 
and that of others involved in the test foremost in their minds.   A second person should also be 
present throughout the testing to assist with safety, restraint of the greyhound, and to help observe 
the greyhound's responses. 
 
Where other animals are used in testing, the welfare of these animals should be constantly 
monitored, and the testing halted if they are unduly stressed. 
 
If the adoption program has the greyhounds move to their facility, the test should not be done 
during the first 48 hours after arrival, to allow the greyhound time to adjust to the environment and 
changed routine. 
 
The various responses that may be observed are included within boxes with a grade of 1, 2 or 
3.   A '1' indicates a pass for that section. A '2' may indicate that the dog needs a further 
reassessment possibly following training, or after a period of time in Foster Care.   If the dog 
scores a '3' for any section, the dog is deemed to have failed and  the  test  should  be termi nate d 
immediately.  
 
Note: During the prey drive component of the testing, a dog must move through the sequence in 
order,  and must not progress if it has scored a '2' or '3' on a single component  (i.e. if the 
greyhound shows arousal when it first sees the small dog, it must not progress to the cat test). 
 
Please Note:   Where the body language description 'ears back' is used it refers to ears that are 
held tightly back and rigid, not the normal relaxed 'rose' ear that many greyhounds display. 



 

Gr eyhound' s Details  
 

Registered Na me (If named) ………………………………………………………………………... 

Kennel Na me ………………………………………………………………………………………... 

Earbrands:  Left Ear ………………………....Right Ear …………………………………. 

Colour : Black Blue Brindle Fawn Dun 

 W &Black W & Blue W & Brindle W & Fawn W&Dun 

Markings : ……………………………………………………………………………………… 

 ………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Sex Dog Bitch 

Micr ochip Nu mber :        ___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___ 

Any other identification  (i.e. GAP ID number) ……………………………………………………. 

Date of Test :   ……/………./……… 

Location of T est: …………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Name of Assessor : …………………………………………………………………………………… 



 

TEST  1 - Assessment of dog's  prio r  history 
 
Assessment  of surre nder  docu mentatio n and  history  (if any)  
 
 
Test  Description:  
 
Assessor reviews any documentation or history that has been submitted with the greyhound on 
arrival. 
 
If the greyhound has spent time in Foster Care, the reports of the foster carer's observations of the 
greyhound's behaviour should also be included. 
 
Anxiety-related behaviours include any of: 
escaping from yard, kennel run or house, destructive behaviour; separation issues (includes 
vocalisation, salivating, inappropriate urination/defecation, destructive behaviour occurring in the 
owner's absence), self trauma (excessive licking/chewing of own body parts). 
 
 

□1 □2 □3 

No history of aggressive 
behaviour to Adults, 
Children or other Greyhounds 
 
Dog has been socialised with 
other dogs with no history of 
problems 
 
Dog has experience with 
other species with no history 
of problems 
 
Dog has spent time indoors 
with prior owner 
 
Dog has no history of anxiety 
related problems 

Dog has no history 
 
Dog has lived in kennels its 
entire life 
 
Dog has had no exposure to 
other breeds of dog 
 
Dog has had no exposure to 
other species 
 
Dog has mild anxiety related 
problems (not more than 2 of 
those listed) 

Dog has history of 
aggression 
 
Dog has severe anxiety 
related problems – more than 
2 moderate level anxiety  
related problems from the 
list, or has severe/repeated 
episodes of anxiety related 
behaviour 
 
Dog has a history of serious 
or ongoing medical problem 
or lameness 

Comments 

Fail  □ 

Reassess □ 
 

 
 Assessor's Initials ............................................  

 



 

TEST 2 - General  observat ions by kenn el sta ff duri ng holding p eriod 
 
Overall  impres sion of the  greyhound  being  assessed  by ken nel staff  
 
 
Test  Description:  
 
Kennel staff who deal with day-to-day care of the greyhound are asked to describe the dog's 
behaviour during the holding period prior to assessment. 
 
 

□1 □2 □3 

Dog eating well 
 
Dog easy to manage 
 
Kennel staff feel dog is relaxed 
and friendly 
 
Dog is relaxed with neighbouring 
dogs 
 
No history of excessive barking 
 
Body language friendly 
 
Dog solicits interaction 
 
Dog easy to move and catch 

Dog is nervous in kennel 
environment 
 
Dog needs special management 
to move or catch 
 
Dog not eating well 
 
Cautious when approaching staff 
 
Overly boisterous during daily 
handling 
 
Moderate barking 

Dog not coping  well in 
kennel environment 
 
Dog difficult to catch or 
move 
 
Dog excessively anxious 
 
Cowers at back of cage 
 
Does not interact with staff 
 
Growling 
 
Baring Teeth, Snap or Bite 
 
Dog aggressive to 
neighbouring greyhounds 
 
Dog aggressive to staff 
 
Kennel staff feel dog is 
overly anxious or threatening 
 
Excessive Barking 
 
Attempt to escape kennel/run 

Comments 

Fail □ 

Reassess □ 
 

 
 Assessor's Initials ............................................  

 



 

TEST  3 - Approa ch whilst  in kennel and  response to attac hing lead 
and  collar  

 
Part  A) • First  Impression  of the  greyhound  being  assessed 
 
 
Test  Descript ion:  
 
Assessor approaches the kennel or cage in a friendly relaxed manner, and stands at gate. 
 
 

□1 □2 □3 

Moves forward to gate/door 
 
Tail Relaxed or wagging 
 
Body language friendly 
 
Dog solicits interaction 

Cautious Approach 
 
Lowered head &/or body 
 
Ears back 
 
Licking lips 
 
Tail Clamped down and tight 
 
Excessive jumping up 

Cowering at back of cage 
 
Failure to approach/hiding 
growling 
 
Baring teeth, snap or bite 
 
Assertive approach - tail up and 
stiff, hackles up, direct 
threatening eye contact 

Comments 

Fail □ 

Reassess □ 
 

 
 Assessor's Initials ............................................  

 
 



 

Part B)  - Respon se to mildl y threate ning b ehaviour  
 
 
Test Description:  
 
Assessor now rattles the kennel/cage gate and makes direct eye contact with the greyhound. 
 
 

□1 □2 □3 

Mild  fear response followed by 
quick recovery (few seconds) 
 
Quick startle response 
 
Moves forward to gate/door 
 
Tail Relaxed or wagging 
 
Body language  friendly 
 
Dog solicits Interaction 

Moderate fear response with 
slow recovery  (takes more 
than60 seconds to return to 
normal) 
 
Moderate startle response 
 
Runs to back of cage 
 
Lowered head &/or body 
 
Ears back 
 
Licking lips 
 
Tail clamped down and tight 

Severe fear response with no 
recovery 
 
Cowering at back of cage 
 
Hiding 
 
Growling 
 
Baring Teeth, Snap or Bite 
 
Assertive response to stare - 
tail up and stiff, hackles up, 
direct threatening eye 
contact 

Comments 

Fail  □ 

Reassess □ 
 

 
 Assessor's Initials ............................................  

 



 

Part C)  - Entering the kennel and attaching collar and lead and fitting a muzzle 
 
 
Test Description:  
 
Assessor enters the kennel and fits collar and lead, followed by a muzzle. 
 
Dog is allowed to make friendly body contact with assessor, but would be considered 'rude' if it caused 
the assessor to lose balance due to being jumped on, pawed at, or 'body slammed'. Any body contact 
involving the mouth should be noted - i.e. nibbling, mouthing, or holding onto parts of the assessor. 
 
 

□1 □2 □3 

Moves towards assessor 
 
Tail Relaxed or wagging 
 
Body language friendly 
 
Dog solicits Interaction 
 
Collar and lead fitted easily 
 
Mild excitement behaviour - dog 
jumps up and down, wiggles, 
solicits physical contact 
 
Allows muzzle to be fitted easily 

Cautious Approach 
 
Lowered head &for body 
 
Ears back 
 
Licking lips 
 
Tail clamped down and tight 
 
Excessive jumping up 
 
Rude body contact or excessive 
excitement making dog hard to fit 
with collar and lead 
 
Resists having muzzle fitted 

Cowering at back of cage 
 
Retreats from assessor 
 
Hiding 
 
Growling 
 
Baring Teeth, Snap or Bite 
 
Assertive Body Language - tail 
up and stiff, hackles up, direct 
threatening eye contact 
 
Assessor feels threatened 
 
Will not allow muzzle to be 
fitted 

Comments 

Fail  □ 

Reassess □ 
 

 
 Assessor's Initials ............................................  

 



 

TEST 4  - Leash  Manners  
 
 
Test Description:  
 
Assessor walks the greyhound from the kennel/cage area to the testing area, noting how it walks when 
on the leash.  The greyhound is allowed to relieve itself along the way if needed. 
 
 

□1 □2 □3 

Dog shows relaxed body posture 
whilst walking forward 
 
Walks calmly 
 
Walks without pulling 
 
Head up 
 
Dog walks past distractions with 
minimal fuss 
 
Mild startle but quick recovery 

Dog is anxious/scared 
 
Lowered head &/or body 
 
Ears back 
 
Licking lips 
 
Tail clamped down and tight 
 
Reluctant to move forward 
 
Hypervigilant – scanning 
 
Excessive jumping or difficult to 
hold 
 
Mild vocalisation 
 
Pulls moderately on the leash 
 
Easily distracted, startles often 
and slow to recover 

Dog refuses to leave kennel 
 
Dog cowers constantly and 
refuses to move forward even 
with some leash pressure 
 
Dog highly anxious 
 
Dog  frightens easily and does 
not recover 
 
Dog nearly impossible to walk 
 
Dog  causes  assessor to fall or 
lose balance due to pulling 
(forward  or back) 
 
Dog urinates or defecates in 
response to fright/startle 
 
Excessive vocalisation 

Comments 

Fail  □ 

Reassess □ 
 

 
 Assessor's Initials ............................................  

 



 

TEST 5  - Sociability to people 
 
Part A)  - General Sociab ility 
 
 
Test Description:  
 
Greyhound is allowed to explore the testing area for a period of 2-3 minutes during which time the 
assessor ignores the dog.    After this time, the assessor can try to interact with the greyhound by using 
its name, calling it to them, or by posturing  in a way that solicits interaction - Using a friendly voice, 
encouraging the dog to approach by bending/squatting, slapping thighs, clapping hands etc. The 
assessor may move around the testing area, either towards the greyhound or away, but movements are 
not to be sudden.  The greyhound's response to this is noted. 
 
Dog is allowed to make friendly body contact with assessor, but would be considered 'rude' if it caused 
the assessor to lose balance due to being jumped on, pawed at, or 'body slammed'. Any body contact 
involving the mouth should be noted - i.e. nibbling, mouthing, or holding onto parts of the assessor. 
 

□1 □2 □3 

Moves towards the assessor 
 
Tail relaxed or wagging 
 
Body language friendly 
 
Dog solicits polite interaction 
 
Dog interested in being with or 
following the assessor as they 
move about the testing area 

Cautious approach or no 
approach 
 
Lowered head &/or body 
 
Ears back 
 
Licking lips 
 
Tail clamped down and tight 
 
Interacts but is 'rude' or rough 
 
Excessive jumping up 

Cowering or overly fearful 
 
Growling 
 
Baring teeth, snap or bite 
 
Assertive approach - tail up 
and stiff,  hackles up, direct 
threatening eye contact 

Comments 

Fail  □ 

Reassess □ 
 

 
 Assessor's Initials ............................................  

 



 

Part B)  - Respon se to unusu al behaviour  
 
 
Test Description:  
 
Assessor now behaves in a different manner if they feel it is safe to do so.  To test for arousal the 
assessor behaves in an excited/exuberant manner, either running or moving quickly then stopping, or 
jumping up and down. 
 
 

□1 □2 □3 

Mild fear response followed by 
quick recovery 
 
Quick startle response 
 
Moves  towards assessor in a 
friendly manner 
 
Tail relaxed or wagging 
 
Body language friendly 
 
Dog solicits interaction 
 
If aroused/excited calms quickly 

Moderate fear response with slow 
recovery (>60 seconds) 
 
Moderate Startle response 
 
Retreats from assessor 
 
Lowered head &/or body 
 
Ears back 
 
Licking lips 
 
Tail clamped down and tight 
 
Dog becomes highly aroused/over 
excited and does not calm down 
quickly 

Severe fear response with no 
recovery 
 
Cowering 
 
Hiding 
 
 
Growling 
 
Baring teeth, snap or bite 
 
Assertive response to 
approach - tail up and stiff, 
hackles up, direct threatening 
eye contact 
 
High arousal with mouthing or 
inappropriate body contact 
with assessor 

Comments 

Fail  □ 

Reassess □ 
 

 
 Assessor's Initials ............................................  

 



 

Part C)  - Response to mild ly threate ning b ehaviour  
 
 
Test Description:  
 
Assessor now walks towards the greyhound in a mildly threatening way (as if you are angry) - direct 
body language, walking purposefully towards the greyhound, gesturing with arm raised whilst making 
direct eye contact. 
 
 

□1 □2 □3 

Mild fear response followed by 
quick recovery 
 
Quick startle response 
 
Moves towards assessor in a 
friendly manner 
 
Tail relaxed or wagging 
 
Body language friendly 
 
Dog solicits interaction 
 
If aroused/excited calms quickly 

Moderate fear response with 
slow recovery (>60 seconds) 
 
Moderate startle response 
 
Retreats from assessor 
 
Lowered head &/or body 
 
Ears back 
 
Licking lips 
 
Tail Clamped down and tight 
 
Dog becomes highly 
aroused/over excited and does 
not calm down quickly 

Severe fear response with no 
recovery 
 
Cowering 
 
Hiding 
 
Growling 
 
Baring teeth, snap or bite 
 
Assertive response to 
approach - tail up and stiff, 
hackles up, direct threatening 
eye contact 
 
High arousal with mouthing or 
inappropriate body contact 
with assessor 

Comments 

Fail  □ 

Reassess □ 
 

 
 Assessor's Initials ............................................  

 



 

TEST 6  - Physica l Exa mination +/- Veterina ry Exa mination  
 
 
Test Description:  
 
Please note that this physical examination does not replace a thorough examination by a veterinarian.   
It is recommended that ALL greyhounds are subject to a full veterinary exam prior to adoption. 
 
The Greyhound is examined all over whilst standing on the ground (i.e. not on a raised platform or 
table}, including assessment of the eyes in good light, assessment of ears, teeth, and bite. The 
examiner runs their hands over the top of the dog's head, along their back and sides, and down the legs.   
Each foot is picked up and examined.  The tail is lifted and the area under the tail is examined.  The 
face and muzzle area is touched and held using one or two hands.  The mouth is held gently closed for 
a count of three then released. 
 
This test is not only looking for signs of injury or health problems, but also testing the dog's 
acceptance of general handling.   At no time should the greyhound be thrown off balance or frightened 
by the examination, although handling can and should be confident and firm. 
 
 

□1 □2 □3 

No Health Issues Noted 
 
Dog accepts handling in all areas 
 
Relaxed body language 
 
Little or no resistance even when 
feet lifted 
 
Tail relaxed or wagging 

Health Problems detected that 
require a veterinary examination 
to determine suitability for 
adoption i.e. mild lameness, 
evidence of prior injury, dental 
disease, ear infection, possible 
early pannus 
 
Dog fidgets or resists some 
aspects of  examination but no 
aggression shown 
 
Lowered head &/or body 
 
Ears back 
 
Licking lips 
 
Tail Clamped down and tight 

Signs of chronic disease 
detected (i.e. obvious pannus) 
 
Other serious health problem 
detected 
 
Moves away from Assessor or 
very difficult to examine 
Cowering or overly fearful 
 
Growling 
 
Baring teeth, snap or bite 

Comments 

Fail  □ 

Reassess □ 
 

 
 Assessor's Initials ............................................  

 



 

TEST 7 - Prey Driv e Test - Small Dog  
 
Part A) - Approach and f irst sight of small dog  
 
 
Test Description:  
 
Greyhound (on leash and securely muzzled) is walked towards the testing area where a small dog is 
present. The small dog should be on leash and calm. For the safety of the small dog, it is to be held on 
a leash behind a fence where the greyhound can see it clearly, but cannot get close. The greyhound's 
behaviour on first seeing the small dog is noted. 
 
The small dog should ideally be an active, long- or wire-coated breed, less than 10 kg body weight. 
Small terriers or terrier mixes are ideal. Dogs with a light coloured coat are preferable. 
 
The prey drive test should occur in an outside area that is securely fenced. The area needs to be large 
enough for the dogs to move about, but not so large that it could become impossible to catch the dogs 
should they get loose. An area of about 150 square metres (10m x 15m) is close to ideal. 
 
At all times during the prey drive testing, a minimum of two people must be present. 
 
 

□1 □2 □3 

Tail relaxed or wagging 
 
Body language relaxed and 
friendly 
 
Greyhound shows friendly 
interest in small dog 
 
Dog solicits polite interaction 
 
Dog easily distracted by handler 

Cautious approach or no approach 
 
Lowered head &/or body 
 
Ears back 
 
Licking lips 
 
Hackles up 
 
Tail clamped down and tight 
 
Dog becomes excited and is 
difficult to distract 
 
Greyhound ignores small dog 

Signs of high prey drive - 
shaking, trembling, fixed 
stare, lunges towards small 
dog, barking, tense body, 
salivating 
 
Cowering or overly fearful 
 
Growling 
 
Baring teeth, snap or bite 
 
Cannot be distracted despite 
multiple attempts 

Comments 

Fail  □ 

Reassess □ 
 

 
 Assessor's Initials ............................................  

 



 

Part B) - On Leash Rea ction  
 
 
Test Description:  
 
Greyhound (on leash and securely muzzled) is walked into the testing area where a small dog is 
present.   The small dog should be on leash and calm.   The two dogs are walked around the area for a 
minute before allowing them to greet each other calmly.   The two dogs should be walked around the 
periphery of the testing area as far from each other as possible initially, before gradually moving 
closer.  If it is felt that it is safe for them to meet and greet they should not be walked directly towards 
each other, rather the approach should be a curved one, with each dog making an arc towards the other. 
 
 

□1 □2 □3 

Tail relaxed or wagging 
 
Body language relaxed and 
friendly 
 
Greyhound shows friendly 
interest in small dog 
 
Dog solicits polite interaction 
 
Dog easily distracted by handler 
 
Interaction is polite and calm 

Cautious approach or no approach 
 
Lowered head &/or body 
 
Ears back 
 
Licking lips 
 
Hackles up 
 
Tail clamped down and tight 
 
Dog becomes excited and is 
difficult to distract 
 
Greyhound ignores small dog 
 
Greyhound rough with small dog - 
places paw on small dog, hard 
bunting with nose 
 
Mild growl in context – i.e. small 
dog is 'rude', rushes at greyhound 
or jumps or paws at greyhound 

Signs of high prey drive - 
shaking, trembling, fixed 
stare, lunges towards small 
dog, barking, tense body, 
salivating 
 
Cowering or overly fearful 
 
Prolonged growling with other 
signs of aggression, no 
provocation 
 
Baring teeth, snap or bite 
 
Cannot be distracted despite 
multiple attempts 
 
Greyhound deemed unsafe to 
meet small dog 

Comments 

Fail  □ 

Reassess □ 
 

 
 Assessor's Initials ............................................  

 



 

Part C)  - Reaction to small dog of f leash  and moving qu ickly 
 
 
Test Description:  
 
The greyhound's reaction to observing a small dog running around is to be tested.    The greyhound (on 
leash and securely muzzled) is held so that it can observe the small dog through a fence/barrier.   The 
small dog is allowed to move about off leash, initially at its own pace then the small dog is encouraged 
to chase a ball or toy. 
 
Ideally the small dog needs to be trained to have a reliable recall and a reliable retrieve.  In this way it 
is possible to have the small dog run enthusiastically on cue, and means it can be quickly called away 
from the area where the greyhound is.  The greyhound's response to the small dog running is noted. 
 
 

□1 □2 □3 

Tail relaxed or wagging 
 
Body language relaxed and 
friendly 
 
Greyhound shows friendly 
interest in small dog 
 
Dog solicits polite interaction 
through barrier fence 
 
Dog easily distracted by handler 

Greyhound frightened by small 
dog moving but recovers 
 
Lowered head &/or body 
 
Ears back 
 
Licking lips 
 
Hackles up 
 
Tail clamped down and tight 
 
Dog becomes excited and is 
difficult to distract 
 
Greyhound ignores small dog 
 
Mild growl in context- i.e. small 
dog is 'rude', rushes at greyhound 
or jumps or paws at greyhound 
through barrier 

Signs of high prey drive - 
shaking, trembling, fixed 
stare, lunges towards small 
dog, barking, tense body, 
salivating 
 
Cowering or overly fearful 
 
Prolonged growling with other 
signs of aggression - no 
provocation 
 
Baring teeth, snap or bite 
 
Cannot be distracted despite 
multiple attempts 

Comments 

Fail  □ 

Reassess □ 
 

 
 Assessor's Initials ............................................  

 



 

TEST  8 - Reaction to novelty 
 
Reaction to Loud  Noises 
 
 
Test Description:  
 
Greyhound can either be loose in the testing area, or on leash.   If on leash, then noise needs to be 
generated by a second person a minimum of 5 metres away.  When dog is mildly distracted a sudden 
loud noise is made (i.e. bang a metal object (not a food bowl}, clapping, clipboard spring noise or 
similar). The dog's reaction to the noise is noted. 
 
 

□1 □2 □3 

Mild fear response followed by 
quick recovery 
 
Quick startle response 
 
Moves towards assessor in a 
friendly manner 
 
Tail relaxed or wagging 
 
Body language friendly 
 
Dog solicits interaction 
 
If aroused/excited calms quickly 

Moderate fear response with 
slow recovery 
 
Moderate startle response 
 
Retreats from assessor 
 
Lowered head &/or body 
 
Ears back 
 
Licking lips 
 
Tail Clamped down and tight 

Severe fear response with no 
recovery 
 
Cowering 
 
Hiding 
 
Growling 
 
Baring teeth, snap or bite 
 
Assertive  response to noise - 
tail up and stiff, hackles up, 
direct threatening eye contact 

Comments 

Fail  □ 

Reassess □ 
 

 
 Assessor's Initials ............................................  

 



 

TEST 9  - Resourc e Guarding  
 
Part A)  - Toy 
 
 
Test Description:  
 
Greyhound is tethered during this test - either to a wall of fence, to ensure that the assessor can safely 
withdraw from the dog.  If the greyhound is not relaxed when tethered and becomes distressed, the 
testing can occur with the greyhound in its kennel or run, using the door or gate as protection for the 
assessor. 
 
The testing uses an artificial hand/arm to ensure the assessor is not at risk of being bitten. 
 
The greyhound is offered a toy or other play item.   The dog is allowed a number of seconds to begin 
interacting with the toy.  If the dog shows interest in the toy, the assessor strokes the dogs back and 
neck with an artificial hand.   If the dog allows this, then the assessor can attempt to remove the toy 
with the artificial hand. 
 
Toys may include balls, squeaky toys or stuffed toys, or rope toys.   If the greyhound shows no interest 
in a particular toy, the test may be repeated with an alternate type of toy. 
 
 

□1 □2 □3 

Tail Relaxed or wagging 
 
Body language friendly - no 
tensing 
 
Eye contact relaxed 
 
Dog allows petting and removal 
of toy 
 
Dog easily distracted from toy 

Dog not interested in toy 
 
Dog initially tenses or freezes, 
but allows petting or removal of 
toy 
 
Ears back 
 
Licking lips 
 
Tail clamped down and tight 
 
Dog unsure of artificial hand & 
shows fear 
 

Growling 
 
Baring teeth, snap or bite 
 
Freeze and stare 
 
Assessor cannot retrieve toy  
 
Dog lunges at assessor 

Comments 

Fail  □ 

Reassess □ 
 

 
 Assessor's Initials ............................................  

 



 

Part B) – Normal Food 
 
 
Test Description:  
 
Greyhound is tethered during this test – either to a wall or fence, to ensure that the assessor can safely 
withdraw from the dog,  If the greyhound is not relaxed when tethered and becomes distressed, the 
testing can occur with the greyhound in its kennel or run, using the door or gate as protection for the 
assessor. 
 
The greyhound is to be preferably hungry (i.e. not fed in the last 3-4 hours) prior to this test. 
 
The testing uses an artificial hand/arm to ensure the assessor is not at risk of being bitten. 
 
The greyhound is offered a bowl containing regular food (mix of dry and meat/canned).   The dog is 
allowed a number of seconds to begin eating the food.   Once the dog is actively eating, the assessor 
strokes the dogs back and neck with the artificial hand.   If the dog allows this, then the assessor can 
attempt to place the hand in and around the bowl before attempting to remove the bowl with the 
artificial hand. 
 
 

□1 □2 □3 

Tail Relaxed or wagging 
 
Body language friendly - no 
tensing 
 
Eye contact relaxed 
 
Dog allows petting  and removal 
of bowl 
 
Dog easily distracted from food 

Dog not interested in food 
 
Dog initially tenses but allows 
petting or removal of bowl 
 
Tail clamped down and tight 
 
Dog unsure of artificial hand & 
shows fear 
 
Hackles up 

Growling 
 
Baring teeth, snap or bite 
 
Freeze and stare 
 
Assessor cannot retrieve bowl 
 
Dog lunges at assessor 

Comments 

Fail  □ 

Reassess □ 
 

 
 Assessor's Initials ............................................  

 



 

Part C ) – High Rank ing Food 
 
 
Test Description:  
 
Greyhound is tethered during this test – either to a wall or fence, to ensure that the assessor can safely 
withdraw from the dog,  If the greyhound is not relaxed when tethered and becomes distressed, the 
testing can occur with the greyhound in its kennel or run, using the door or gate as protection for the 
assessor. 
 
The greyhound is to be preferably hungry (i.e. not fed in the last 3-4 hours) prior to this test. 
 
The testing uses an artificial hand/arm to ensure the assessor is not at risk of being bitten. 
 
The greyhound is offered a high ranking food item such as a fresh bone or pig's ear. The dog is 
allowed a number of seconds to begin eating the food/chewing the item.   Once the dog is actively 
eating, the assessor strokes the dogs back and neck with an artificial hand.   If the dog allows this, then 
the assessor can attempt to remove the item with the artificial hand. 
 
 

□1 □2 □3 

Tail Relaxed or wagging 
 
Body language friendly - no 
tensing 
 
Eye contact relaxed 
 
Dog allows petting and removal 
of item 
 
Dog easily distracted from food 

Dog not interested in item 
 
Dog initially tenses or freezes, 
but allows petting or removal of 
bowl/item 
 
Ears back 
 
Tail clamped down and tight 
 
Dog unsure of artificial hand & 
shows fear 
 
Hackles up 

Growling 
 
Baring teeth, snap or bite 
 
Freeze and stare 
 
Assessor cannot retrieve item 
 
Dog lunges at assessor 

Comments 

Fail  □ 

Reassess □ 
 

 
 Assessor's Initials ............................................  

 



 

TEST 1 0 - Prey  Drive Test – Ca t (This is a Tasmanian only adopted test) 
 
N.B. This test is not compulsory to be passed for suita bility for reho ming.  It is 
designed to provide an asse ssment of the suitability of a greyhound int o a home and 
living with cats. 
 
Part A) - Approach and f irst sight of cat  
 
Test Description:  
 
Greyhound (on leash and securely muzzled) is walked towards the testing area where a cat is present. 
The cat should be calm. For the safety of the cat, it is to be held behind a fence where the greyhound 
can see it clearly, but cannot get close. 
 
The greyhound's behaviour on first seeing the cat is noted. 
 
There is no preferred type of cat – provided it is one that is not afraid of dogs. 
 
The prey drive test should occur in a room/enclosure with limited obstacles so as not to hinder 
catching should anything not go to plan. The area needs to be large enough for both animals to move 
about, but not so large that it could become impossible to catch the animals should they get loose. An 
area of about 150 square metres (10m x 15m) is close to ideal. 
 
At all times during the prey drive testing, a minimum of two people must be present. 
 

□1 □2 □3 

Tail relaxed or wagging 
 
Body language relaxed and 
friendly 
 
Greyhound shows friendly 
interest in cat 
 
Dog solicits polite interaction 
 
Dog easily distracted by handler 

Cautious approach or no approach 
 
Lowered head &/or body 
 
Ears back 
 
Licking lips 
 
Hackles up 
 
Tail clamped down and tight 
 
Dog becomes excited and is 
difficult to distract 
 
Greyhound ignores cat 

Signs of high prey drive - 
shaking, trembling, fixed 
stare, lunges towards cat, 
barking, tense body, salivating 
 
Cowering or overly fearful 
 
Growling 
 
Baring teeth, snap or bite 
 
Cannot be distracted despite 
multiple attempts 

Comments 

Fail  □ 

Reassess □ 
 

 
 Assessor's Initials ............................................  

 



 

Part B) - On Leash Rea ction  
 
 
Test Description:  
 
Greyhound (on leash and securely muzzled) is walked into the testing area where a cat is present.   The 
cat should be calm.   The animals are walked around the area for a minute before allowing them to 
greet each other calmly.   The animals should be walked around the periphery of the testing area as far 
from each other as possible initially, before gradually moving closer.  If it is felt that it is safe for them 
to meet and greet they should not be walked directly towards each other, rather the approach should be 
a curved one, with each animal making an arc towards the other. 
 
 

□1 □2 □3 

Tail relaxed or wagging 
 
Body language relaxed and 
friendly 
 
Greyhound shows friendly 
interest in cat 
 
Dog solicits polite interaction 
through barrier fence 
 
Dog easily distracted by handler  
 
Interaction is polite and calm 

Cautious approach or no approach 
 
Lowered head &/or body 
 
Ears back 
 
Licking lips 
 
Hackles up 
 
Tail clamped down and tight 
 
Dog becomes excited and is 
difficult to distract 
 
Greyhound ignores cat 
 
Greyhound rough with cat - places 
paw on cat, hard bunting with 
nose 
 
Mild growl in context – i.e. cat is 
'rude', rushes at greyhound or 
jumps or paws at greyhound 

Signs of high prey drive - 
shaking, trembling, fixed 
stare, lunges towards cat, 
barking, tense body, salivating 
 
Cowering or overly fearful 
 
Prolonged growling with other 
signs of aggression, no 
provocation 
 
Baring teeth, snap or bite 
 
Cannot be distracted despite 
multiple attempts 
 
Greyhound deemed unsafe to 
meet cat 

Comments 

Fail  □ 

Reassess □ 
 

 
 Assessor's Initials ............................................  

 



 

Par t C)  - Reaction to cat  moving quickly  
 
 
Test Description:  
 
The greyhound's reaction to observing a cat running around is to be tested.    The greyhound (on leash 
and securely muzzled) is held so that it can observe the cat through a fence/barrier.   The cat is allowed 
to move about, initially at its own pace then the cat is encouraged to chase a ball or toy. 
 
Ideally the cat needs to be trained to chase a ball or a toy. In this way it is possible to have the cat run 
enthusiastically on cue 
 
The greyhound's response to the cat running is noted. 
 
 

□1 □2 □3 

Tail relaxed or wagging 
 
Body language relaxed and 
friendly 
 
Greyhound shows friendly 
interest in cat 
 
Dog solicits polite interaction 
through barrier fence 
 
Dog easily distracted by handler 

Greyhound frightened by cat 
moving but recovers 
 
Lowered head &/or body 
 
Ears back 
 
Licking lips 
 
Hackles up 
 
Tail clamped down and tight 
 
Dog becomes excited and is 
difficult to distract 
 
Greyhound ignores cat 
 
Mild growl in context- i.e. cat is 
'rude', rushes at greyhound or 
jumps or paws at greyhound 
through barrier 

Signs of high prey drive - 
shaking, trembling, fixed 
stare, lunges towards cat, 
barking, tense body, salivating 
 
Cowering or overly fearful 
 
Prolonged growling with other 
signs of aggression - no 
provocation 
 
Baring teeth, snap or bite 
 
Cannot be distracted despite 
multiple attempts 

Comments 

Fail  □ 

Reassess □ 
 

 
 Assessor's Initials ............................................  
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1. TASRACING’S AIM 

 
 

To protect and enhance the welfare of racing animals in Tasmania. 
 
 
 
 
 

The Greyhound Racing Industry 
 
Man and dogs have lived together, successfully, for the past 6000 years. There is a long history of 
racing greyhounds both in Australia and internationally.  
 
The racing industry is a significant employer and economic entity. It is well regulated with both 
national and local rules. 
 
It is an industry that necessarily involves the breeding, rearing and management of a significant 
numbers of animals. 
 
It is recognised that a successful racing industry depends upon the animals being physically sound 
and psychologically happy. Australian racing authorities have an excellent reputation for acting to 
protect the welfare of their animals. 
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2. SCOPE 

 
Tasracing acknowledges that the greyhound racing industry, its promoters and regulators are 
collectively accountable for the welfare of all animals involved in greyhound racing in 
Australasia. Tasracing believes that this accountability covers the whole lifecycle of the 
greyhound from birth until the greyhound leaves the industry. 
 
Tasracing also recognises the clubs and the owners and trainers of greyhounds each have 
distinct roles to play in relation to animal welfare. An effective animal welfare policy must 
recognise these respective roles and responsibilities. 
 
Tasracing & Racing Services Tasmania 
Have the primary responsibility for the control of greyhound racing and animal welfare in 
Tasmania through the implementation of relevant policies, rules and regulations as well as 
information and education programs.  
 
Greyhound Racing Clubs  
Tasracing expects all greyhound racing clubs to recognise the importance of animal and 
greyhound welfare in all aspects of their operations and adhere to all applicable state policies 
and regulations in this regard. 
 
Greyhound Racing Participants  
Tasracing expects every individual greyhound owner to take personal responsibility for the 
welfare of their greyhounds including ensuring that any trainers or other persons in control of 
their management strictly adhere to all animal welfare policies and regulations. 
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3. DEFINITIONS 

 
Word/Term Definition 

GAP Greyhound Adoption Programme 

GAR Greyhounds Australasia Rules 

LR Local Rules 

OTV Official Track Veterinarian 

RP&RSC Racing Policy & Rules Sub-Committee 

RSPCA Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 

RST Racing Services Tasmania 
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4. TASRACINGS’S PRINCIPLES 

Tasracing encourages those involved in racing to act responsibly towards the animals engaged 
in the sport.  At all times the welfare of the animal remains paramount and should never be 
subordinated to competitive or commercial influences. 
 
These principles are based on the International Group of Specialist Racing Veterinarians 
Guidelines adopted in April 1998 – Welfare Guidelines for Horse Racing (April 1998).  

 
4.1. Animal Welfare during Preparation and Presentation of Animals for Racing 

At all stages during the preparation and presentation of animals for racing their welfare 
should take precedence over all other demands. 

 
4.1.1. Good Management 

The housing, feeding and training of animals should be compatible with good 
management and must not compromise their welfare.  Any practices which 
cause physical or mental suffering, whether in housing, training or racing, should 
not be tolerated. 

 
4.1.2. Training Methods 

Training methods which cause fear or impose undue restrictions on the normal 
behaviour of animals should not be used.  Animals should only be given training 
schedules which match their physical capabilities and level of maturity.  They 
should not be subjected to programmes for which they have not been properly 
prepared. 

 
4.1.3. Transport 

During transport to and from training grounds and racecourse, full attention 
should be paid to protecting animals against injuries and other health risks.  
Vehicles should be well ventilated and regularly maintained and disinfected. 

 
4.1.4. Rest Periods 

Long journeys should be planned carefully and animals allowed regular rest 
periods and access to fresh water. 
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4.2. Condition of Animals prior to Competing 

Animals should be in a fit and healthy condition before being allowed to compete. 
 

4.2.1. Veterinary Inspections 

No animal showing symptoms of disease, lameness or other ailment should be 
raced when to do so would be against its best interests.  Whenever there is any 
doubt, a veterinary inspection should be requested and this should be undertaken 
before the animal is allowed to race. 

 
4.2.2. Immaturity 

Animals mature at widely different rates.  Training and racing schedules should 
be carefully planned to minimise the risk of musculo-skeletal injuries. 

 
4.2.3. Severe or Recurrent Clinical Conditions 

Animals with severe or recurrent clinical conditions should, on veterinary 
advice, be temporarily or permanently excluded from racing. 

 
 
 

4.3. Race Meeting Conditions 

Conditions at race meetings should not prejudice animal welfare. 
 

4.3.1. Surface Conditions 

Race tracks and racing surfaces should be designed and maintained to reduce 
risk factors which lead to injuries.  Particular attention should be paid to uneven 
racing surfaces and extremes of surface quality. 

 
4.3.2. Extreme Weather 

Common sense should be used when racing in extreme weather.  Provision 
should be made to cool animals quickly after racing in hot and/or humid 
conditions. 

 
4.3.3. Medication 

After any veterinary treatment, time should be allowed for full recovery before 
competitions.  The main purpose of rules controlling the use of drugs should be 
to protect the welfare of the animal.  Additionally, these rules should prevent 
unfair competition and the masking of defects which might be passed on at stud. 
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4.3.4. Racecourse Accommodation 

Racecourse accommodation should be safe, hygienic, comfortable and well 
ventilated. 

 
 
 

4.4. Post Race Care 

Every effort should be made to ensure that animals receive proper attention after they 
have raced, and that they are treated humanely when their racing careers are over. 

 
4.4.1. Veterinary Treatment 

Veterinary expertise should always be available on the racecourse. If required 
the animal should be transported to the nearest referral centre for further 
assessment and therapy.  Injured animals should be given full supportive 
treatment before transport. 

 
4.4.2. Racing Injuries 

The incidence of injuries sustained in racing and training should be monitored.  
Track conditions, frequency of racing, immaturity, and any other risk factors, 
should be carefully examined to indicate ways to minimise severe injuries. 

 
4.4.3. Euthanasia 

If injuries are sufficiently severe the animal may need to be euthanized on 
humane grounds.  Euthanasia should be undertaken as soon as possible with the 
sole aim of minimising suffering. 
 
Euthanasia of animals, for any other reason, should always be performed by a 
veterinarian. 

 
4.4.4. Retirement 

Owners are to make every effort to ensure that their animals are sympathetically 
and humanely treated when they leave racing.  Animals should be identifiable so 
that their welfare in retirement can be monitored. 
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5. STATE LEGISLATION 

 
 

5.1. Animal Welfare Act 1993  
 www.thelaw.tas.gov.au 

 
 

5.2. Animal Health Act 1995 

 www.thelaw.tas.gov.au 

 
 

5.3. Dog Control Act 2000 

www.thelaw.tas.gov.au 
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6. RULES   

 
6.1. Greyhounds Australasia Rules 

www.tasracing.com.au/greyhounds 
 
[RULES SPECIFIC TO ANIMAL WELFARE] 
 
Age of nomination of greyhound 21 
Greyhound in season 24 
Racing Facilities to be inspected for suitability 26 
Control of greyhound on racecourse 27 
Greyhound to be in proper condition for racing 32 
Gear to be approved and application to use 35 
Examination of greyhound for fitness, illness cleanliness or contagious condition 37 
Weight variation 39 
Kennelling procedure and security 41 
Starting boxes 50 
Postponement or abandonment of a race 57 (1) 
Mar or failing to pursue 69 
Unsatisfactory performance 71 
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Racing after whelping 76 
Racing after stud service 77 
Conduct of autopsy 78 
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Possession of prohibited substance 84 
Notification of control and location of greyhound 105 
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Proper care (welfare) of greyhounds 106 
Retirement 106 (3) 
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Prevention of greyhound straying 108 
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6.2. Tasmanian Greyhound Local Rules of Racing 

www.tasracing.com.au/greyhounds 
 

 
 
[RULES SPECIFIC TO ANIMAL WELFARE] 
 
Training requirements 15 
Operation of Greyhound Trial Tracks 16 
Use of live animal or animal carcass 17.5 
Participation of greyhounds in events 25 
Racing appliances 33 
Welfare of greyhounds 36 
Prohibited substances 37 
Swabbing and Testing 38 
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7. POLICIES 

 
7.1. Greyhound Animal Welfare Policies - Refer APPENDIX 

 

Policy Number Policy Name 

GPOL0065 Approved Lures 

GPOL0016 Care during Training 

GPOL0011 Euthanasia 

GPOL0017 Food and Water 

GPOL0018 Health and Veterinary Care 

GPOL0023 Hot Weather 

GPOL0019 Hygiene 

GPOL0024 Hypoxia 

GPOL0020 Kennels 

GPOL0052 Microchip Implantation 

GPOL0037 Muzzles 

GPOL0066 Muzzles At Trials 

GPOL0035 Muzzles In Kennels 

GPOL0029 On Track Veterinary Protocols 

GPOL0030 Post Mortem Examination (Autopsy) 

GPOL0045 Prohibited Substances  

GPOL0036 Retirement 

GPOL0021 Transport 

GPOL0042 Unclean or Contagious Condition 

GPOL0022 Weight 
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8. FAQ’s   [Frequently Asked Questions] 

 
 

Why should racing people ‘use’ animals? 
 
Society permits people to eat cattle, sheep, pigs and chickens; wear animals – as leather; use 
animals for medical research, keep pets and race horses and greyhounds.  
 
The role of animals in society is mentioned in the Bible – Genesis 1.28. 
 
Society permits this use provided the animals are treated humanely. 
 
 
 
 
Why should greyhounds be confined for long periods? 
 
Greyhounds are relaxed animals that demonstrate this behaviour no matter how confined. 
Whether in kennels, yards or runs they mainly eat and rest. 
 
Regular exercise is required but not for long periods. 
 
Their temperament differs markedly to ‘working’ dogs like kelpies or border collies. 
 
 
 
 
 
What about drugs in racing? 
 
Australia has the toughest drug control rules in the world. 
 
Since 2005 through to 2011 in Tasmania, there have been only 9 “positive” samples from 
almost 2,000 samples analysed, with only four of those being “positive” to a stimulant. 
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What happens to retired animals? 
 
Tasracing rules and policies ensure that owners take responsibility for the fate of their animals. 
If euthanasia is necessary (due to physical or psychological unsoundness) it is administered 
humanely, by a veterinarian. 
 
Tasracing manages and funds the Greyhound Adoption Program [GAP], Tasmania. 
 
The mission of GAP is to find responsible permanent loving homes for retired racing 
greyhounds, to provide for their health and welfare and to educate people about the availability 
and absolute suitability of greyhounds as pets. 
 
Greyhounds become available for adoption each year and because the public are largely 
unaware of the magnificent, warm and affectionate nature of these dogs they don't consider 
them as an alternative for a pet. 
 
By generating a more positive perception of the breed, GAP aims to find responsible, caring 
and loving permanent homes for these greyhounds who have truly earned their retirement. 
 
All GAP greyhounds are Temperament Tested, Sterilised, C5 Vaccinated, Wormed, Micro 
Chipped and come with a lead, collar, muzzle and plenty of support from GAP. 
 
Various other sponsors together with profits generated from the sale of merchandise further 
supplement GAP funding. 
 
 
 
 
 
How many greyhounds are injured in racing? 
 
Like all sports involving elite athletes, greyhounds suffer from a range of injuries. 
 
Tasracing records all injuries reported by the on track veterinarian and regularly reviews those 
statistics. 
 
The track curators have a documented schedule for the preparation and maintenance of all 
tracks; however whenever the injury report suggests that the racing surface may be a contributor 
to the injuries, action is taken to correct any anomalies. 
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What action is taken upon evidence of cruelty? 
 
Tasracing and Racing Services Tasmania have a good cooperative relationship with the 
RSPCA. 
 
Racing Services Tasmania Stewards treat all animal welfare issues seriously. 
 
Acts of cruelty, neglect or abuse result in a prompt and thorough investigation with 
considerable penalties being applied to any person found guilty of a breach of any of a wide 
array of rules and policies. 
 
Regular and unannounced inspections are conducted at properties of licensed persons, 
racecourses and training centres to ensure strict adherence to animal welfare requirements and 
regulations. 
 
Records held by Racing Services Tasmania reveal considerable penalties to have been applied 
for breaches of the rules in relation to animal welfare.  A number of people have been 
disqualified for lengthy periods. This means they cannot participate in the industry in any form. 
 
Racing Services Tasmania officials will continue their vigilance in regard to the welfare of 
greyhounds and will act decisively when issues arise. 
 
To enhance this commitment, Racing Services Tasmania has developed a professional and 
close working relationship with the RSPCA. 
 
Racing Services Tasmania is ever mindful of its obligations and responsibilities in ensuring the 
promotion and welfare of animals involved within the racing industry and guarantees swift and 
decisive action will result should this expectation be compromised. 
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9. RECOMMENDED GUIDELINES 

 
9.1. Information on Breeding a Litter of Greyhounds 

www.tasracing.com.au/greyhounds 
 

9.2. Management and Care for each Stage in the Lifecycle of a Greyhound 

 www.tasracing.com.au/greyhounds 

 

9.3. Recommended Standards for the Care of Greyhounds 

www.tasracing.com.au/greyhounds 
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1. OBJECTIVE: 

 
The objective of this policy is to detail the materials permitted to be used as an 
approved lure in connection with greyhound training, education or preparation to 
race, racing and trialling. 
 

2. POLICY: 
 

2.1 No person shall use anything apart from a tanned and professionally 
processed sheep skin or a synthetic material as a lure in connection with 
greyhound training, education or preparation to race, racing and trialling 

2.2 Tasracing shall provide the material to be used as a lure in races in 
Tasmania which shall be a tanned and professionally processed sheep 
skin or a synthetic material. 

2.3 Clubs/Associations shall provide the material to be attached to the arm for 
run-on trials and normal trial sessions. 

2.4 The material which clubs can attach to the arm and be/or be used as a lure 
at trials shall be either a tanned sheep skin provided by Tasracing or a 
synthetic material. 

2.5 Each Club/Association shall provide a drag lure (used to drag pups into the 
catching pen) which shall be made from a tanned sheep skin provided by 
Tasracing or a synthetic material provided by the Club.  This lure may be 
enhanced with the inclusion of a squeaker or rattle at the entire discretion 
of the club. 

2.6 The only material permitted to be attached to the drag at straight tracks is 
a sheep skin provided by Tasracing or other item approved by Tasracing 
or a synthetic material provided by the Club/Association conducting the 
trials. 

2.7 Trainers are not permitted to interfere with the material provided by the 
Club/Association as a lure in any way (including scenting the material). 
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1. OBJECTIVE 
1.1 The objective of this policy is to outline the recommended standards of care 

during training for greyhounds. 
 
 

2. POLICY 
2.1. Exercise designed to prepare the greyhound for racing should be regular and 

incremental and not excessive. 
 
2.2. A competent person should carefully examine greyhounds after fast exercise for 

any signs of injury or physical stress. 
 
2.3. Public trialling should only be carried out at tracks licensed for the purpose. 
 
2.4. Greyhounds found to be injured must not be exercised or galloped in a manner 

that may aggravate such injury. 
 
2.5. Injury sustained through exercise shall be treated in accordance with accepted 

veterinary practice, which may include resting or spelling in order to facilitate 
recovery. 

 
2.6. Prohibited substances as defined by the racing authority shall not be 

administered to a greyhound for any purpose unless by, or under the instructions 
of, a veterinary surgeon and only in accordance with the regulations relevant to 
racing. 
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The only acceptable method of euthanasia for racing and retired greyhounds is by an 
intravenous lethal injection of Pentobarbitone. 
 
No other method of euthanasia is condoned. 
 
All other methods of euthanasia have an inherent risk of not being carried out quickly and 
efficiently and so leaving the dog in a stressful and painful situation. 
 
No other methods of euthanasia have any support based on current public and social standards. 
 
This policy is consistent with Greyhounds Australasia’s Rule 106 (3) regarding euthanasia of 
greyhounds. 
 
This policy has the full support of the Australian Veterinary Association (AVA) and the Australian 
Greyhound Veterinary Association (AGVA). 
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1. OBJECTIVE 
1.1 The objective of this policy is to outline the recommended standards for the 

food and water requirements for greyhounds. 
 

2. POLICY 
2.1. Greyhounds must receive appropriate and sufficient food and water at all 

times to maintain good health and growth, recognising the special needs of 
differing ages. 

2.2. Food must be stored in a manner that best prevents its deterioration. 

2.3. Feeding 

2.3.1. All greyhounds must receive appropriate, uncontaminated and 
nutritionally adequate food according to the accepted requirements 
for their activity levels and age. 

2.3.2. A variety of foods should be supplied. Fresh meat and quality dry 
foods will form the staple diet in most cases. 

2.3.3. Food should be prepared hygienically 

2.3.4. Food should be stored appropriately, i.e. dry food kept in a rodent-
free place and fresh meat kept refrigerated. 

2.3.5. One feeding container should be provided for each greyhound or 
puppy. 

2.3.6. Healthy mature greyhounds in race training must be fed at least once 
each day so as to provide adequate nutrition for their race training 
needs. 

2.3.7. Trainers should exercise extreme caution in feeding meat to racing 
greyhounds to ensure the meat is not contaminated.  Meat from 
animals which have knowingly been treated with prohibited 
substances should not be fed under any circumstances. 

2.3.8. Puppies should be fed at least twice each day or more frequently.  

2.3.9. All healthy greyhounds should be fed at least once each day, or more 
frequently if pregnant or nursing puppies.  

2.3.10. Sick greyhounds should be fed in accordance with veterinary advice. 

2.4. Containers 
2.4.1. Food and water containers must be stable, non-toxic, and easily 

cleaned/disinfected. Containers should be readily accessible to 
greyhounds, and be positioned to avoid spillage or contamination by 
urine or faeces. 

2.4.2. Spoiled food must be removed. 

2.4.3. Fresh water must be available at all times. 
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1. OBJECTIVE 
1.1 The objective of this policy is to outline the recommended standards of health and 

veterinary care for greyhounds. 
 
 
2. POLICY 

 
2.1. Health Checks 
 

2.1.1. All greyhounds should be inspected at least once daily to monitor 
their health and well-being. 

 
2.1.2. The person checking greyhounds should note if each greyhound is: 

2.1.2.1. Eating 
2.1.2.2. Drinking 
2.1.2.3. Defecating 
2.1.2.4. Urinating 
2.1.2.5. Behaving normally 
2.1.2.6. Showing any obvious signs of illness or distress 
2.1.2.7. Is free from injury and able to move about freely. 

 
2.1.3. Any changes in health status must be promptly reported to the person 

responsible for appropriate action 
 
 

2.2. Veterinary care 
 

2.2.1. The responsible registered person should establish liaison with a 
veterinary surgeon that is able to attend to greyhounds in his or her 
care, and is also able to advise on disease prevention measures. 

2.2.2. The manager and staff should be familiar with the signs of common 
diseases and injury of the greyhound. 

2.2.3. When signs of disease or injury are observed, action must be 
promptly taken to protect the well-being of individual greyhounds and 
prevent the spread of disease. 

2.2.4. Appropriate veterinary care must be provided for sick greyhounds. 

2.2.5. Greyhounds suspected of being injured or diseased should not be 
allowed to race, be overworked or offered for sale. 

2.2.6. Sick or injured greyhounds should be kept isolated from healthy 
greyhounds. 

2.2.7. Veterinary advice should be obtained in the event of unexplained 
illness or deaths. 

2.2.8. Internal and external parasites should be controlled in accordance 
with veterinary advice. 
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2.2.9. Under Local rule 36.9 medical records detailing all vaccinations, 
worming and medicinal treatment must be maintained on each 
greyhound and be produced for inspection when requested by the 
Stewards.  The following illustration details an example of the 
minimum acceptable detail of records required to be kept. 

 

MEDICATION LOG 
Date Greyhound Treatment (name, dose, route) Administered by 

    
    
    

 
 

2.3. Euthanasia 
 

2.3.1. Where, as the result of injury or sickness or age, treatment to restore 
the health or physical wellbeing of a greyhound is impractical or 
unsuccessful, greyhounds must have the benefit of humane 
euthanasia. 

2.3.2. Euthanasia must be performed in accordance with the Euthanasia 
policy (GPOL 0011). 
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Each morning during the period of daylight saving when a race meeting is scheduled, the Racing 
Operations Section of Racing Services Tasmania will log on to the Bureau of Meteorology 
website, which gives the most up-to-date temperature forecasts for each centre in the State. 
 
The forecast temperature is then ascertained for the racing venue for that day. 
 
Applications for scratchings without penalty due to the heat will only be approved if the official 
Bureau of Meteorology predicted temperature is 30° Celsius or above at the venue where the 
meeting is to be conducted and the journey required for reaching the track exceeds eighty 
kilometres one way. 
 
The application must be made prior to the official scratching time for the meeting. 
 
Trainers cannot pick and choose which greyhounds to scratch. If the Trainer applies to scratch a 
greyhound from a race meeting under this policy ALL of his/her greyhounds must be scratched 
from that race meeting. 
 
The Stewards will maintain records of the Trainers applying to scratch and greyhounds 
scratched due to the heat. 
 
If the temperature at the venue reaches 33° Celsius during the course of the meeting, the 
Stewards may abandon the race meeting. 
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1. OBJECTIVE 

1.1 The objective of this policy is to outline the recommended standards of hygiene 
for greyhound kennels and enclosures. 

 

2. POLICY 
2.1. Cleaning and disinfection  

2.1.1. Greyhound enclosures, their surrounds and enclosed equipment must 
be kept clean to assist with disease prevention and to ensure the well 
being of greyhounds. 

2.1.2. Greyhound enclosures should be managed to minimise the risk of 
cross-infection. 

2.1.3. All internal greyhound enclosures should be treated with appropriate 
disinfectants once a week or more frequently as necessary. 

2.1.4. Cleaning and disinfection chemicals and materials should be chosen on 
the basis of their suitability, safety and effectiveness. They must only 
be used in accordance with the manufacturers' instructions. 

 
2.2. Pest control 

2.2.1. Pests, including external parasites and rodents, must be controlled. 

2.2.2. Specialist advice should be sought before pest control operations are 
conducted, in order to protect the health and safety of the staff and the 
greyhounds. 

2.2.3. Chemicals used for pest control should be registered under the 
Pesticides Act and only used in accordance with the manufacturers' 
instructions. 

 
2.3. Waste disposal 

2.3.1. Droppings, bedding and food wastes must be disposed of promptly and 
hygienically, in accordance with the requirements of the local 
government authority. 

 
 

 
Please Note: Printing this document may make it obsolete.  For the latest version of this policy please check the  
 Tasracing website.  www.tasracing.com.au  



 Racing Services Tasmania 
 

Greyhound Policies | Hypoxia 

GPOL0024 
 

 
 
 
 
1. OBJECTIVE 

1.1 The objective of this policy is to outline the strategy of action for greyhounds that 
suffer hypoxic ataxia and collapse. 

 
 

2. POLICY 
2.1. A greyhound deemed by the On Track Veterinarian to have “mild” hypoxia, post 

race (i.e. Greyhound does not collapse), the Owner/Trainer/Attendant would be 
cautioned and this would subsequently be recorded in the Steward’s report and 
on the bandages list. Greyhounds continuously displaying symptoms shall be 
monitored visually, after each race, by the On Track Veterinarian. 

 
2.2. Should a greyhound exhibit signs of a more serious state of hypoxia, post race 

(i.e. Defined as significant – greyhound collapsing or would collapse if not 
supported by handler), the greyhound shall be stood down for 6 days and placed 
on one satisfactory solo trial under GAR74 to be conducted in the presence of the 
On Track Veterinarian. At completion of the trial the greyhound shall be examined 
by On Track Veterinarian for any signs of hypoxia. Should the On Track 
Veterinarian report any signs of hypoxia being present then trial will not be 
considered to have been completed to the satisfaction of the Stewards. 

 
2.3. Should the same greyhound be deemed by the On Track Veterinarian to have 

significant hypoxia, post race on a second occasion that greyhound shall be stood 
down for 14 days and placed on one satisfactory solo trial under GAR74 to be 
conducted in the presence of the On Track Veterinarian. At completion of the trial 
the greyhound shall be examined by On Track Veterinarian for any signs of 
hypoxia. Should the On Track Veterinarian report any signs of hypoxia being 
present then trial will not be considered to have been completed to the 
satisfaction of the Stewards. 

 
2.4. Should the same greyhound be deemed by the On Track Veterinarian to have 

significant hypoxia, post race on a third occasion that greyhound shall be stood 
down for 21 days and placed on one satisfactory solo trial under GAR74 to be 
conducted in the presence of the On Track Veterinarian. At completion of the trial 
the greyhound shall be examined by On Track Veterinarian for any signs of 
hypoxia.  Should the On Track Veterinarian report any signs of hypoxia being 
present then trial will not be considered to have been completed to the 
satisfaction of the Stewards. 

 
2.5. Diagnosis by the On Track Veterinarian of a fourth post race, significant hypoxia, 

shall result in consideration as to the suitability of the greyhound’s racing future. 
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1 OBJECTIVE 

1.1. The objective of this policy is to outline the recommended standards for kennels 
for greyhounds. 

 

2 POLICY 

2.1 Location of kennels 

2.1.1. Greyhound kennels should be located away from sources of excessive 
noise or pollution that could stress or injure greyhounds and 
positioned in a shaded area where possible. 

 

2.2. Construction of kennels 

2.2.1. Greyhound enclosures must be designed and maintained to minimise 
the risk of injury, disease, theft or escape. 

2.2.2. Greyhound enclosures should prevent interference to greyhounds by 
unauthorised people. 

2.2.3. Greyhound enclosures must be designed for ease of cleaning, 
feeding, watering and the regular inspection of greyhounds kept. 

2.2.4. All solid surfaces of greyhound enclosures must be impervious or 
painted, to facilitate cleaning and disinfection. Only non-toxic paint 
should be used in greyhound enclosures. 

 

2.3. Temperature 

2.3.1. Environmental temperature should be controlled to minimise distress 
to greyhounds. Heating or cooling should be provided for young 
greyhounds as necessary. 

2.3.2. Greyhound enclosures should have adequate shade when exposed to 
direct sunlight. 

2.3.3. Greyhound enclosures should be free from draughts. 

 

2.4. Noise 

2.4.1. Loud or sudden noise, which may distress greyhounds, should be 
avoided. 
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2.5. Lighting 

2.5.1. The duration and intensity of internal lighting should be as close as 
possible to natural conditions. 

2.5.2. Lighting must be sufficient to enable thorough inspection of 
greyhounds. 

2.5.3. Care must be taken to ensure that lights do not generate excessive 
heat. 

 

2.6. Ventilation 

2.6.1. Ventilation must be sufficient to avoid excessive heat or cold, 
dampness and draughts, and minimise noxious odours. 

 

2.7. Security 

2.7.1. Premises must be secure. Outside greyhound enclosures must be 
fitted with secure doors or gates. 

2.7.2. All external openings should be screened to prevent escape of 
greyhounds and where possible minimise the entry of insects. 

2.7.3. All greyhound enclosures must be able to be securely fastened or 
locked. 

2.7.4. Appropriate fire fighting equipment must be readily available and staff 
trained and practised in its use.  

2.7.5. Emergency procedures should be developed for the safe evacuation 
of both humans and greyhounds from a kennel block in case of an 
emergency. 
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GAR 111A(1) states that a greyhound whelped on or after 1 January 2011 must be ear branded 
and micro-chipped in accordance with the requirements of the Controlling Body. 
 
This policy outlines the procedures determined by Racing Services Tasmania (RST) (the integrity 
Controlling Body) as applicable to meeting the requirements of GAR 111A.  
 
Litters whelped in Tasmania must be implanted in accordance with the following –  
 

• Breeders must arrange to have their litters marked up and ear branded between 8 to 10 
weeks of age by an RST Marking Official prior to having the pups micro-chipped. 

• Pups must have an RST approved and supplied microchip implanted by an RST Approved 
Implanter and this must occur between 10 to 16 weeks of age.   

• Vaccination must also be completed in accordance with GAR 135(1)(b) between 10 to 16 
weeks of age. 

• A fully completed litter registration application must be submitted to RST within 4 months 
from the date of whelping, unless approval for an extension of this time is sought and 
granted by RST. 

 
The Tasmanian Director of Racing has determined that all greyhounds which are used for 
breeding purposes in Tasmania must be micro-chipped in accordance with the following 
procedure.   

 Racing Services Tasmania will provide the owners of stud dogs and breeding bitches with 
a letter of authority to allow the implantation of an RST supplied and approved microchip by 
an RST Approved Implanter. 

 This letter of authority will be issued following the receipt by RST of –  
o an application to register a stud sire; or  
o notification that a bitch has been served, if RST records indicate that the 

greyhound does not already have a microchip implanted. 
 The implantation of stud dogs must be completed prior to the registration as a Stud Sire 

being approved. 
 Breeding bitches should be implanted prior to whelping but must be implanted prior to the 

first resultant litter being registered. 
 RST will maintain microchip records. 

 
A greyhound which is not implanted in accordance with the above requirements will only be 
registered if exceptional circumstances are proven.  Such exceptional circumstances will generally 
relate to matters outside the control of the breeder. 
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An approved type of muzzle is one that is of standard design, is of wire and includes a strap 
behind the ears and a nose band, and enables the greyhound to open its mouth without 
hindrance. 
 
Trainers may make application to the Stewards to include a guard of clear plastic designed to 
prevent flying sand from entering the nose and mouth of the greyhound.   Stewards will give 
consideration to approve once they have inspected the muzzle. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please Note: Printing this document may make it obsolete.  For the latest version of this policy please contact Racing 
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1. OBJECTIVE: 

 
The objective of this policy is to detail the permissible removal of a muzzle when a 
greyhound is competing in a run-on trial. 
 
 

2. POLICY: 
 
2.1 A greyhound participating in a run-on trial may have its muzzle removed, 

however in all other trials a muzzle must be worn. 
 

 
 

http://www.tasracing.com.au/
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Providing a trainer has notified Stewards in advance the trainer can determine whether the 
greyhound will wear a muzzle while it is secured in the kennel bay, based on his or her 
knowledge of the manners of the individual greyhound.  Pursuant to Greyhounds Australasia 
Rules before the greyhound is removed, for any reason from the kennel bays, the greyhound 
must be wearing a metal wire racing muzzle. (Please note: Plastic muzzles will not suffice) 
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The document titled “A Protocol for the Veterinary Surgeon Officiating at Greyhound Race 
Meetings” as published by the Australian Greyhound Veterinary Association and adopted by 
Tasracing shall form the On Track Veterinary Protocols. 
 
The current version of the adopted document is April 2010. 
 
This document shall be distributed to all Clubs, Stewards and Veterinary Surgeons officiating at 
greyhound race meetings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please Note: Printing this document may make it obsolete.  For the latest version of this policy please contact Racing 

Services Tasmania or visit www.racing.tas.gov.au  
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This policy documents the procedure to be followed when the Stewards may request the On 
Track Veterinarian to conduct or organise an off track post mortem examination of a greyhound 

 
1 Each Club shall purchase a body bag (cremation type) and store it in the Veterinary Room at 

the track.  This is in addition to a body bag provided by the On Track Veterinarian as part of 
the “drugs and supplies” required to be provided by the On Track Veterinarian and shall only 
be used when an off track post mortem examination has been requested. 

 
2 Clubs shall ensure the freezer contains an ample number of snap freeze packs that can be 

utilised for transport of the carcass to the laboratory if an off track post mortem examination 
is requested. 

 
3 All off track post mortem examinations shall be carried out by the Mt. Pleasant Laboratory at 

Prospect or a Veterinarian approved by the Steward in charge of the meeting and the 
following details the procedures required: 

 
4 A Laboratory Advice Note, completed as demonstrated below, shall accompany the carcass.  

On the “Test Required” section please reference any special or specific tests that are agreed 
upon by the Stewards in consultation with the On Track Veterinarian. 

 
5 The carcass should be placed in a body bag together with freezer packs and the bag then 

sealed in the presence of the Trainer (or Owner), the On Track Veterinarian and Stewards in 
accordance with the drug sampling procedures. 

 
6 The Seal Number is to be recorded on the Laboratory Advice Note. 

 
7 Chain of custody is important in the case of any subsequent inquiry, and therefore the 

Stewards shall arrange for transport and delivery of the carcass to the laboratory or 
approved Veterinarian together with the Laboratory Advice Note at the earliest available 
opportunity. 

 
8 If the carcass cannot be delivered on the same day, it should be kept chilled overnight.  An 

“esky” type container into which the body bag containing the carcass can be placed and then 
filled with ice is suitable for this purpose. 

 
9 The cost of an off track post mortem examination shall be borne by Racing Services 

Tasmania. 
 

10 Guidelines for Requesting a Post Mortem Examination 
 

If a greyhound dies, either before, during or after an Event and the cause of death cannot be 
determined by the On Track Veterinarian and/or the Stewards wish to verify the death is not 
related to external influences, they may order an autopsy to be conducted. 
 

 

 
Please Note: Printing this document may make it obsolete.  For the latest version of this policy please check the  
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1. OBJECTIVE: 

To provide guidance to trainers in respect to treatments and medications for greyhounds 
 
 
2. BACKGROUND: 

All greyhound races in Tasmania are subject to the Greyhounds Australasia Rules (GAR) 
and the Tasmanian Greyhound Local Rules of Racing.   Both sets of Rules are available 
from Tasracing or Racing Services Tasmania (RST) and may be downloaded from the 
websites at www.tasracing.com.au or www.dier.tas.gov.au/racing. 
 
All participants in the industry do so subject to and take full responsibility for their 
compliance with the Rules which contain, amongst other things, regulations regarding 
prohibited substances and penalties for the greyhounds that have received them and the 
persons who administer them. 
 
Prohibited substances are defined in GAR 1 under “Prohibited Substance”. 
 
Substances exempt from being prohibited substances are defined in GAR 1 under “Exempt 
Substance”. 
 
Permanently Banned Prohibited Substances are defined in GAR 79A (2). 
 
 

3. POLICY: 
Participants should also be aware that the detection times of many medications can be 
prolonged and are unpredictable when medications are administered concomitantly 
(concurrently) or given for an extended time.   Detection times may also be prolonged by 
many factors including, but not limited to: dose rate, drug preparation, route of 
administration, training status and health status of the greyhound. 
 
Herbal remedies and medicines, including those obtained over-the-counter, may contain 
prohibited substances.  Participants are advised to avoid their use because the 
constituents of many of these preparations are unlisted or unknown. 
 
Participants should be aware that any drug treatment could potentially cause contamination 
of kennel areas.  Strategies to minimise the risk of contamination include: 

- Secure storage of all therapeutic preparations 
- Therapeutic preparations should be administered by a responsible person 

and should be recorded in the greyhound’s medication record as required 
under Local Rule 36.9 

- Personnel handling therapeutic substances should use disposable gloves and 
wash their hand between administrations 

 
RST offers the service of pre-race elective sample testing which allows licensed Tasmanian 
trainers to determine the suitability for racing of greyhounds that have been treated with 
therapeutic medications.   Information related to the format, timeframe and cost of the 
procedure is available from RST.   All costs for the testing are the responsibility of the 
trainer. 
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Trainers should be aware that advice that a sample for which pre-race elective testing was 
requested is clear of any substance(s) will not absolve trainers of their responsibility to 
present their greyhounds to race free of any prohibited or permanently banned prohibited 
substance(s). 
 
The Local Rules require that the person in charge of a greyhound shall maintain records 
detailing all vaccinations, worming and medical treatments administered to a greyhound 
from the time the greyhound enters his/her care until the greyhound leaves his/her care and 
produce such records for inspection when requested by a Steward or authorised officer. 
 
The following illustration details an example of the minimum acceptable detail of records 
required to be kept. 
 

Illustration 1 
MEDICATION LOG 

Date Greyhound Treatment (name, dose, route) Administered by 
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1. OBJECTIVE: 

To provide guidance and recommendations to owners on the permitted options for 
retirement of racing greyhounds. 

 
 
2. BACKGROUND: 

Greyhound racing is an industry which specifically breeds greyhounds for the purpose of 
racing which takes advantage of selective breeding and artificial breeding techniques to 
improve the stamina, speed, health and temperament of the racing stock. 
 
There will always be a number of greyhounds that have finished their racing career, 
either through injury or age and are retired from racing. There are also animals that, for 
whatever reason, cannot meet the expectations or requirements of training and racing 
and are retired from the industry. 

 
3. POLICY 

The last registered owner of any racing greyhound is deemed responsible for the welfare 
of that greyhound until such time as they advise Racing Services Tasmania (RST) that 
the greyhound has: 

(a) been retired as a pet; 
(b) been surrendered to an approved adoption program;  
(c) been humanely euthanased; or 
(d) died for any other reason. 

 
4. GUIDELINES: 

The Rules provide options for the retirement of greyhounds including transfer to the 
Greyhound Adoption Program (GAP), sale as a pet or humane euthanasia by a 
registered veterinary surgeon. 
 
Tasracing recognises that not all animals are suited to lives as a pet. 
 
Some greyhounds may be suitable to be pets and it is for this reason Tasracing supports 
GAP which rehabilitates, assesses and re-homes greyhounds that are deemed suited to 
be part of the community. 
 
GAP operates under strict guidelines and has adopted the National Testing Protocol for 
the assessment of greyhounds to go into the community.  This Protocol has been 
developed by animal behaviourists for GAP and has been adopted by GAP nationwide.  
GAP is the only organisation to conduct this assessment. 

 

 
Please Note: Printing this document may make it obsolete.  For the latest version of this policy please check the  
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In some States of Australia the National Testing Protocol allows GAP graduates to be granted 
special exemption from the Dog Control Act, allowing them to be walked on a leash in public 
without a muzzle, provided they are identified by their special numbered green GAP collar (at 
present this not the case in Tasmania). 
 
The Dog Control Act requires that all other greyhounds must be muzzled and on a leash at all 
times while in a public place.  This includes non-GAP pet greyhounds that have been adopted 
from the RSPCA, Lost Dog’s Home or other animal shelters and those given away or sold as 
pets by their owners and trainers. 
 
Tasracing urges all owners retiring greyhounds as pets to transfer them to Tasracing’s GAP 
program for rehabilitation and assessment. 
 
Owners are advised not to give away or sell a greyhound to any party that wants to introduce the 
greyhound into the community but is not registered as a GAP provider who adheres to the 
National Testing Protocol.   These people and/or organisations usually have no responsibility to 
the industry and the greyhounds are very rarely temperament-matched to their new home and 
owners. 
 
More details and information on GAP is available at www.gaptas.org.au  or contact the GAP Co-
ordinator on 0427 045 433. 

 
Please Note: Printing this document may make it obsolete.  For the latest version of this policy please check the  
 Tasracing website.  www.tasracing.com.au  
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1. OBJECTIVE 
1.1 The objective of this policy is to outline the recommended standards for the 

transport of greyhounds. 
 
 

2. POLICY 
2.1. Transport should only be in motor vehicles or containers or trailers suitable for the 

purpose of transporting animals of greyhound size. 
 
2.2. All greyhounds transported within motor vehicles should be suitably restrained to 

ensure security and protection for the driver and passengers of the vehicle as well 
as that of the greyhound.  

 
2.3. Motor vehicles and trailers must be clean, registered, secure and roadworthy.  

Containers must be clean and secure. 
 
2.4. Internal areas in the mode of transport should permit a greyhound sufficient room to 

enable it to sit, lie down or stand in a natural position without restriction and also be 
of appropriate size to avoid trauma during transport. 

 
2.5. Greyhounds must be protected from extremes of temperature and must be provided 

with adequate light and ventilation. 
 
2.6. Greyhounds must be given regular opportunity to “empty out” outside the mode of 

transport and to consume food/fluids during long periods of transportation. 
 
2.7. Greyhounds must not be left unattended in a vehicle, trailer or container for any 

extended period. 
 
2.8. Transport by air should be conducted in accordance with International Air Transport 

Association Live Animals Regulations as amended from time to time.  
(www.iata.org)  

 



 Racing Services Tasmania 
 

Greyhound Policies | Unclean or Contagious Condition 

GPOL0042 
 
 

 
 
 
If a greyhound is presented to the Stewards and found to have fleas (as opposed to being 
declared “infested”, “unclean” or “contagious”) then the handler/trainer is given one opportunity 
to remove the fleas.  This will also apply to any greyhound that appears to have had an 
application of any flea preparation prior to entering the kennels. 

 

 No flea sprays or treatments are to be applied to the greyhound. 

 The Club’s Veterinary Surgeon will then re-inspect the greyhound before it is allowed to enter 
the kennels. 

 Upon second examination if the Veterinary Surgeon is not satisfied that the greyhound is flea 
free then the Stewards will automatically withdraw the greyhound from its event in 
accordance with GAR 37(4). 

 
For the purpose of clarity: 

 Flea and flea infestations are determined by the presence of flea dirt and/or fleas. 

 “Unclean” is a greyhound that is dirty or requires grooming and also includes a greyhound 
that has an offensive odour. 

 All bedding brought into the kennel block must be clean and tidy and Stewards will also 
monitor this area. 

 No trainer shall be granted permission to remove their greyhounds from the kennels for 
treatment with flea sprays and powders. 

 No preparation shall be applied to any greyhound before entering the kennels. 
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Where a greyhound is brought to a track and upon presentation at the kennels the weight of a 
greyhound varies by more than 1 kilogram from the weight recorded in an Event or satisfactory 
weight trial in which it last performed the greyhound shall not be permitted to compete in the 
Event unless: 
 

 Where a greyhound is presented for an Event and the greyhound has not competed in 
an Event for more than 28 days, the Stewards may, provided they have received 
notification in writing at the time of kennelling, and are satisfied with the reason stated, 
permit a variance of not more than 2 kilograms from the weight recorded at the 
greyhound’s last Event. 

 
There will not be any opportunity for a trainer to endeavour to amend the weight of the 
greyhound (ie emptying out or feeding) once the greyhound has been presented at the kennels. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please Note: Printing this document may make it obsolete.  For the latest version of this policy please contact Racing 
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Training units – Greyhounds/welfare 
	
  

Training Package  Unit Code  Unit Title  Application of unit  Elements  
 

ACM10 
Animal care and management  

ACMGAS301A  Maintain and monitor animal 
welfare  

Animal care industry 
sectors, animals kept for 
long term in the workplace 
or being raised or prepared 
for sale, rehousing or 
release to their native 
habitat  

1. Follow animal health 
management practices  

2. Monitor and maintain the 
physical wellbeing of 
animals  

3. Identify and report signs of 
ill health or injury in 
animals  

4. Administer and record 
animal treatments  

 
 ACM10 
Animal care and management 

ACMSPE304A Provide basic care of dogs  Animal care sector, where 
dogs are bred, reared, 
trained, cared for or housed 
(pet shelters, breeding or 
boarding kennels, training 
facilities)  

1. Identify commonly 
available dogs  

2. Identify and evaluate 
behavioural and housing 
needs  

3. Handle and restrain dogs 
4. Assist with health care 

needs  
5. Feed dogs 
6. Maintain records  

RGR08 
Racing  

RGRPSG302A Assess health and provide 
first aid for greyhounds  

Supports supervisor, 
trainers and others in 
greyhound racing industry 
responsible for assessing 
health of, and providing first 
aid for, racing greyhounds 

1. Assess health and condition 
of greyhounds 

2. Respond to injuries, 
illnesses or distress in 
greyhounds 

3. Monitor greyhound health 
and welfare before and 
after exercise or races 

RGR08 
Racing  

RGRTRK402A Relate animal welfare to 
track and environmental 

Supports racetrack 
supervisor, stewards and 

1. Relate animal physiology to 
environmental conditions  



Training units – Greyhounds/welfare 
	
  

conditions  industry personnel in 
identifying a range of racing 
animal welfare issues that 
may be related to track 
design and condition  

2. Relate animal performance 
to common racing illnesses  

3. Relate animal injuries and 
performance to track 
design and surfaces  

4. Measure factors that may 
affect animal performance 
and discuss options for 
improving performance and 
safety  

RGR08 
Racing  

RGRPSG402A Manage greyhound health 
and welfare  

Supports supervisor, 
trainers and others in 
greyhound racing industry 
responsible managing 
greyhound health and 
welfare 

1. Plan greyhound health and 
emergency care procedures  

2. Undertake health 
management programs for 
greyhounds 

3. Administer treatment and 
monitor greyhound’s 
progress  

	
  






