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Attn:  
Simon Scott  
Committee Secretary  
Legislative Council Government Administration Committee ‘B’ 

Submission 
9/4/2023 

My name is Jessica Bell, my partner is currently serving a period of time in Risdon Prison, I am writing this 
submission as a voice for those incarcerated but my partner and myself aswell!! 
I have had many dealings with Risdon prison in the past but I would like to outline my dealings in the last 3 
months I've never had to write anything like this before so I'm not entirely sure if this will be correctly 
written or formatted but I do hope this finds where it needs to go and is heard!! Firstly I would like to bring 
to your attention the current situation where prisoners are deprived of their liberty my partner is currently 
situated in medium security at Risdon since moving there early January I have noticed a major increase in 
all day lockdowns these lockdowns occur for not just 1 day but multiple days on end infact at this current 
time on average lockdowns are occuring 3 days a week may also note that these lockdowns mostly occur 
over weekends, this been said I believe weekends are a time where prisoners families are less busy and more 
available to answer phone calls but medium and maximum security don't have access to phones in their 
units or cells like minimum security or the southern remand centre! Could it be a stupid proposal to put 
forward that a phone system be installed to these areas to give prisoners that right to still contact family and 
loved ones in locked down periods? I think this could potentially give some relief to prisoners and those that 
they contact which also helps with maintaining a steady rehabilitation and mental health!! 
I would also like to bring up some more personal matters of my partner and I where we feel targeted or as If 
security have a vendetta against us, January prior to attending a "box visit" I was kept in the waiting room 
whilst everyone else proceeded to their visits I stood in the waiting room where I was asked to pull my pants 
away from my waist so security could shine their torch down my pants front and back then sent on my way 
to my visit not only did I find this unprofessional and belittling but also embarrassing, in February I 
received a temp ban for a minor breach where I took a screenshot of my partner whilst on zoom I agreed I 
had made an error and appealed the decision and all my visiting rights reinstated,  the following visit early 
March I received a letter the next day saying I was again on a temp ban, this time for alleged trafficking I 
again appealed this ban and due to 2 temp bans In quick succession I was banned for 3 months which is 
current until the 13th of June, I would like to make it clear that I did not traffick into that jail, I am always 
punctual, polite respectful to staff and their rules when visiting the jail, I had no idea about the ban and 
allegations until the next day I never received a phone call just the email I will attach, may I also bring to 
your attention that my partner was searched orally abd stripped a number of times and questioned after the 
visit, in this time a security member stated he wasn't sure or couldn't prove if something was trafficked this 
been said my partner requested he be sent to the "dry unit" so he could prove the allegations were false but 
his request was turned down!! Yet these allegations are clearly stated on my ban letter and also on the file of 
my partner! Which brings me to my next concern, my partner is serving a 4.5 year sentence his full sentence 
will be completed September 2024, he has been eligible for parole for close to 12 months we have had 6 
attempts at parole each and every attempt has failed due to suitable accommodation, firstly it was due to 
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children been at the address this happened at multiple attempts, then Bethlehem house turned down before 
he could even try due to a face tattoo, then our last attempt at his grandparents it was alleged they were to 
old? Now excuse me if I am wrong but should a person attempting to be released on parole be with a 
supportive network his mother and step father lived next door for support, I have a license to make sure all 
his appointments were able to be attended, but once again after the parole officer remaining silent for 6 
weeks, 2 days prior to the parole hearing his parole officer calls him to say the address is not suitable and he 
wouldn't be sitting for parole, may I also make note coincidentally that parole officer went on leave long 
term days later from this phone call and failed to inform his grandmother that parole would not be 
happening not only was she upset but also disrespected in the manner that she was told she would be 
contacted and updated!! The mental and emotional drain on someone who is constantly let down time after 
time is huge, trying to make substantial changes in there life and aren't given the chance to show they are 
ready to be let in society!!  
Finally today is Easter day my partner and I have 5 children between us that look forward to our zoom 
visits, not only was our Friday zoom 40 minutes late it was also shortened to 10 minutes then today's zoom 
cancelled due to operational issues, I also recall prisoners only allowed 1 phone call Christmas day! 
 This submission is based wholly on personal dealings me and my partner have had, I support it with 
attached emails, in closing this submission I believe that prisoners do have the right to fresh air daily, a 
phone call to a loved one daily, a fair chance at rehabilitation, for officers to be fair and follow rules, their 
mental health a priority and finally a fair chance at entering society! I also believe visitors should also be 
shown and treated with respect!  
 
I thank you for your time 
Yours sincerely 
 
Jessica bell  
 
J.k.Bell 
09/04/2023 
















