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r i'PJeloraine~: 14t/i(ff ul1Nl'i81"'/.. 
Srn, 

•"•'· 1 I· ukvfi,th'e honoi' herewith t<i forward:'· 'the 'enclosed •-letter'f:rom·:a• few•,Ji..aiidowriers' rE!sit'lent in 
,the' ~foiriity· ·.of 0liudleio-h' 'near :D~loraiite. . . . . . .. . ; :·:; · ·" ·: ,; ' 

. .0 .. 
•":,',,. . 

. The SJJbject matter of the enclosed communication is so forcibly, and yet so concisely,, dealt 
'.with/that-' I have no desiwto add ~i'nyihirig ther,etorexcept-to· si\.y' that' r·cordia:Hyllendorse :1;.~~:~je}VS 
tof."my coiisfi'trients afse't forth',in't;heir•:request. · ·· · · · - · ·,' ·.--

• • I • 

I would likewise respectf~lly request ,to draw your special attention to the latter part .of the 
~nclosetl letter; ·whicli I enclose· for your perusal. 
:.•: !•.·r ! .,.. 

• L.J cannot- refmiri from ·saying' 'fhat;:in ri1y ·opinion,·1 the·pur~hasers 1ofCrowri•L_atitl 'in':thi~ J)isfri~t 
·havejnst'causiHo corn plain ·of the· vexatioris'ari'd irnnecessary''dela:ys in ·eipentlii1g1th'e'miii1'ey i;:e,•ei:v,e'd 
by Law for the improvement of the Hoads in the several localities in·which'the Land ha:s,b'e~'ri ~~Id: 

. ' iJ- have;' &c. 

, c,(Sig11-ed) ;\SAM.,trE.L- ·,atNXt'J, 

SIR, 
WE, the undersigned, beg most respectfully--to ·point'·out'to· you the actnal neces!"ity there exists. of 

erecting- a bridge over the River Mersey at thnt part known as the " Old Ford," and le:uling directly to 
.Qa\,l's HiU an'd tq ,about three. ,thousand: (30il0) .acres of selected -land .in that ,vicinity. ' 

The late accident, viz. by tlie death by drowning of a man named George J olrnstone at that spot, im­
presses more fully on us th~ desirability of a bridge ( and, in fact, the necessity); :his death·: being· ahout1.tl,Je 
tenth wl.1ich has occ~rred within 'l few years at or near the same place. _ The large quantity ~f. graz,iiig laiid 
~n· the ,yic\Iijty'.of'.Ha'd 's HiU ho_lds out strong inducements to parties desi_rous of obtainin'g ·a l'.l~ll f9r,;:.th~ir 
'ea tile ; iuid' we -are· confident' that wei·e. a· bridge erecte<l rnany would avail theinsel ves of i Cinirri~4.iat~cy,;: t,he 
danger of crossing the river debarring them, as in certain seasons of· the year· the crossing is riot orily 

·.~.i~cult, but dangerous. Gad's. Hill being in the .direct 1:oacl to- Mount .Bischoff, lllany, pr,~c.tical_ iminers 
-~a:~~ st~tecr t\i~t'.,that line of.road'; bei,ng· llfl\Vards of fifty m,iles 1,1earer: than ,any other, it ,yo~* _in;nn~~-~!l:~~1.Y, 
'.on a bridge being erect<:,d, -be used as ,the' best road to. :the _above-na~ed· place. · 

.. . , We. bl;)g,to .~tate that in the immedi_ate neigl1qourl1ood of the proposed. brWge there .are Iai·g~ qu,~ntities 
}~~fin~ 'tiH)..b~r; stone; .and· lime available' for: the required purpose. . . .·, ' . . · , ' 

: .. , w (tlierefore' qrg most :respe<itfuJ!y tcireqnest that, from t~e ~rgant ,ri,ercssity,~,f a pri,(lge _beiri~Mte~~ 
·you 1will' lfave"the. 'goodness. to -take our ,application into, yolir favotirab,I~ : .. co~siqeratioji, _'_a;nd,igr~Ji~},tlio 
prayer of our request. · · · · · · ' '·- •.:· · 

~'fJ,'li,/'!f</n_;,. Pte.}:[inf:~ter.ioJ': Lqnds and .. Works. 

·I [Here follow:(;" Signature~;) 
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Deloraine, 11 tl, October, 1877. 
Srn, 

IN accordance wjth your instructions of the 27th ultimo I have made a preliminary survey of 
tbe unoccupied Crown land in the Parish of Park ham, and the line I think best for a road thereto 
from Deloraine, and have the honor to report for the information of the Hon. the Minister of Lands 
~w~~ . 

That the land I have been over and examined is about three thousand acres of good, useful 
la.nd suitable for agricultural purposes, a rou~h diagram of which I enclose showing the situation 
and approaches. 

About 1000 acres of it is good blaC"k soil covered wi1h s::rub and moderately timbered. 
The northern part is a loamy marsh, with very little scrub or timber, well watered by small 
_ri;v:ulets, a~d admirably adapted for dairying·. 

. This land would have been purchased some time back, I have reason to know, had there been 
nny probability of having a road to market anything like direct, and I am informed n0w will be 
taken up by selectors immediately they are assured of the road being opened direct to Deloraine. 

The road I have indicated by the pink line on the diagram, though not quite the shortest, has 
by far the best gradients, soundest bottom, and will cost mnch le:;:s to open throughout aml make 
than either of the other routes; and, in fact, I think can be opened for about £350. 

I ran through another line marke<l yellow to the west of the pink one, chiefly through 
unoccupied Crown Jami ; but there are so many steep hills, mosrly stone and rock, that the land at 
present is of little mine except for splitting timber. The gradient "·ould be much steeper ancl a 
through road nwch more expensive to open and make, even if shorter, which I am not prepared to 
state without actual measurement. 

· From what I :;:aw of the _country while making this survey, I am of the opinion that there is a 
large quantity of gootl land to the east and north of this between the hills covered with dense scrub, 
and woukl take some time to explore properly, and that would be tapped by this road. 

The report of britlge of the River Mersey ancl land to the north and west I will 
~~~ . 

I ha,•e, &c. 

forward in a 

(::;igned) CHAS. J. SMITH, Surveyor. 
The Hun. tile 111inister of Lands and Worl,s. 

Petition to [Ji.~ E.r,rellei1ry FmmEnICIC ALOYSIUS WELD, Esq., 0.Jl.G,. 
Governor of :l'asinania and its .Dependencie.~, 9·c. 

l\:JAY IT PLEASE Youn EXCELLENCY: 

\\·E, the 11n<le1·sig-ned selectors of land unrler the ·waste Lands Act on the west sicle of the River 
Mersey, :rntl other 1·esidents of Chn<llei~h and its v:cinity, who are also anxious to select Crown lan<ls on 
the west sit.le of the Mersey, humlily pray: 

Tlrnt your Excellency will be pleased to recommen<l that a sum of money not excePding £ l000 may 
be· placed on the Estimi1tes for the pt!rpose of constructiug a bridge over lhe Mersey H.iver, to the west of 
the township of Chudleigh near the Van Dicmen's La11d Company's old line of road. 

We beg leave to npprise your Excellency of the lamentable fact that out of the fe" persons who l1av~ 
ventured to cross this river nt this ford ten have been <lrowued. The stream being very rapid, and tho 
hed of the river covered with large rounded moveable boulders, make the ford uncm-tain and ahrnys 
dangerous: moreover, 1he frequent rnpid rise of the river o.ften places an impassable barrier for weeks 
together to the return of those persous· who have ventured acmss. . 

Trnsting, for these reasons. your Excellency ,rill he pleased to .grant the prayer of your Petitioners, 
believing-, as they do, that thereby a very large and valuable tract offertile land ,vill be made available to 
us an<l other intending settlers, and in that case become -a most ill)portant district. 

! 

And }°our Petitioners, as in duty bound, will -ever pray. 

15tlt Octo~er, 1877. 
[Here follow 90 Signatures.] 
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Deloraine, 25tli October, 1877. 
Sin, 

I HAVE the honor to report, in compliance with the instructions on the 27th ultimo, that I have 
made a flying survey of the unoccupied Crown Lands lying on the west of the River Mersey, in the 
latitude of the Township of Chudleigh, and the tracks and approaches thereto, and find there is a 
very large area of fine pastoral and agricultural land extending from about two miles from the ford 
where the old line of road crosses used by the Van Diemen's Land Company, and extending from 
thence in a south-westerly clirection some 18 or 20 miles between the Rivers Forth and Mersey, 
varying in width from two to five or six miles, many large elevated table plains, mostly covered with 
fine grass, and intersected with belts of scrub and splendid timber, both on the hills and flats. 

Also, on the north and west of the Van Diemen's Land Company's road, there are between the 
bills some thousands of acres of fine Crown Lands, both marsh, plains, and scrub land. 

The great obstacle to the purchasing and settleme~t on these extensive and valuable unoccupied 
Crown Lands is the difficulty and danger of crossing the River Mersey. 'Jhe stream is at all times 
rapid, and the bed of the river covered with water-worn round loose stones of large size, many of 
them 18 inches and 2 feet in diameter, which are constantly moving, so that where you cross safely 
one day may be very dangerous the next day ; and many persons knowing the ford have been lost in 
attempting to cross. 

On making a preliminary survey to ascertain the hest site for a bridge, I think the most 
favourable is about half a mile up the river above the ford. The banks on either side _are perpen­
dicular, and some l O or 12 feet higher than any flood mark I could find or hear ot: thus giving a 
good approach on either side without expense of fencing. The span between the banks is about 
120 feet ; the bed of river, solid rock. linmediately opposite the site of bridge on the west bank of 
the river there is a large number'of fine grown trees, straig·ht as a line, and 100 feet without a limb, 
so that the cost of timber required for building a bridge is reduced to a minimum. 

' On the eastern side is pure limestone rock in any quantity, ready for burning ; and about a 
mile from the site is a hill of good building stone in layers, easily quarried, with g·ood faces. 

With these facilities so handy I think a bridge equal to all present requirements might be 
constructed for about £900 ; stone abutments, and one stone pier in the centre ; the girders and 
timbers not squared ; the platform 14 feet wide, sawn by hand on the spot ; the girders spurred 
underneath. 

The road from the Mole Creek to this bridge can be considerably shortened, anrl the hills and 
gu1lies over which it now passes can be altogether avoided. Also on the western side of the River 
Mersey the old road or track rnns over a very high and steep part of Gad's Hill, which also may be 
avoided, and with the advantage of having good land and fiue timber 01i each t:ide of the road, and 
lea,ling to fine large well-grassed plains. 

On two or three days I had 8 or 10 persons with me all anxious to take land as soon as they 
are assured a bridge will be built. 

I would also beg leave to suggest the propriety of reserving some 500 acres of land on each 
side of this site for a township. The situation, suitability, and position with regard to the settled and 
unsettled parts of this extensive district render it admirably adapted for a township, and mui:t ere 
long become a necessity, as there is no other i-ite wit.bin many miles, either up or down the river, that 
can command a tithe of the advantages this possesses. 

This ford is consiclP.red 18 miles ,,~est of the township of Chudleigh, which is the only township 
west of Drloraine on this line of latitude ; and I foel confident if a bridge is Luilt and township 
declared, it will be the means of opening up a very large, valuable, and important disfrict; and from 

· thence a direct road (self-paying·) would soon be opened to the south of Mount Bischoff: the western 
mineral district, and Pieman River or coast, and eventually become one of the main arteries of the 
Island. 

Of course it is very difficult to give a reliable estimate of the whole area of good land that 
would by this means become available without actual measurement; but, from what I saw and heard of, 
I am ~ati~fied there are many thousands of acres that would pay cent. per cent. on the cost of opening 
the country up. 

Awaiting your further commands, 

The Hon. ille 111ini.~ter of Lands and Works. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) 

J'.'\lllES DAR~Auo, 
GOVERNMI,!<1'!' l'lll!>TER1 T.A.Sl\l'A!UA, 

CHAS. J. SMITH, Surveyor. 


