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electoral matter. If further amendments to the definition are sought, the definition in 
relation to third party campaigners should not be broadened. Regulating charities in 

Australian elections provides further details on this issue.1  

Levies on parliamentarians posing a “corruption risk” 

Ms Ella Haddad asked about our submission describing levies on parliamentarians as posing 
the same kind of corruption risk as donations.  

Our submission refers to “membership fees or levies, ticket prices[,] other contributions 
raised through fundraising events” as belonging to a class of political contributions that 
collectively poses the same kind of corruption risk as donations. It is worth noting that a 
single membership fee can be larger than all but the very largest political donations2 and that 
even small sums of money can secure exclusive access to politicians.3  

It is these kinds of payments we had in mind when describing non-donation political 
contributions as posing the same corruption risk as political donations.  

Among these contributions, levies on parliamentarians seem least likely to pose a corruption 
risk, for the reasons identified by Ms Haddad; but it is still worth disclosing them, for the 
reasons Bill Browne gave the committee.   

Salmon industry paying no tax in Tasmania  

Australia Institute research shows that the salmon industry in Tasmania did not pay company 
tax in the last three years for which data is available (2019–20, 2020–21, 2021–22), despite 
record sales of over $1 billion each year.4 

Ms Haddad’s claim that salmon companies pay tax probably relates to state payroll tax. 
While the industry does not disclose its payroll tax payments, because it accounts for around 
0.5% of Tasmanian employment, a rough estimate would be 0.5% of payroll tax revenue. The 
latest budget papers estimate this year’s payroll tax revenue at $485 million, meaning the 
salmon industry paid around $2.4 million. 

Given the salmon industry has not paid federal tax for several years and the only state tax 
payments it appears to make represent less than 0.25% of industry revenue, and 0.03% of 
the $8.4 billion state budget, it is unlikely in our view that stating “the salmon industry does 
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