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[Prf?sented by Mr. Watchorn, August 13; ordered to be printed, September 11, 1884.] 

To the Honorable tlte President and Members of the Legislative Oouncil, 
. in. Pa1·~iq,ment assembled. 

The humble Petition, of the, undersigned Offic_ers of the H11on Temperance Alliance, 

RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH: 
TH.AT the. existing J:.icensing .. A.et, as at presep.t. enforced in the Colony, fails to surround the Liquor 

traffic with those safeguards necessary for the Illoral welfare of the inhabitants. 
That there is now throughout the Colony generally a strong conviction ,that the ratepayers. of ~my 

Jocality should have a voice. in the granting of Licences for .the sale of in~oxicating drinks in their own 
. neighbourhood. . ' · 

Your Petitioners therefore pray your Honorable House to pass into law the Licensing Act. Amend­
•ment Bill now before yo.ur Honorable: House, with such further additions as will tend to lessen the evils 
:resulting from the Liquor traffic. 

Ancl your Petitioners will ever pray, &c. 
EDWD. H. THOMPSON, President. 
THOS. KILDEA, Acting Vice-President. 
J. M. BAYLEY, See1·eta1y. 

[Presented by ]Jfr. JJ,I'Gregor, Septem,ber 17; ordered to be printed, September 23, 1884.] 

To the Honorable the President a.nd the Honoi·able the Members of the Legislative . 
Council of Tasmania, in Parliament assembled. , . • 

The Memorial of the undersigned Licensed Victuallers of Hobart and others interested in the 
Liquor trade. 

RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH : . , 
. THAT, as a Licensing Amendment Bill is now before your Honorable House for consideration, your 
Memorialists desire to respectfully represent that if your Honorable House should deem it expedient to 
establish ·Annual and Quarterly Licensing Benches in lieu of the existing Annual and Quarterly Licensing 
.Meetings of Justices (Sect. 5), special provision should be made to constitute such Licensing Bench strictly 
impartial. 

With this desirable object in view, your Memorialists respectfully suggest that actual owners of public­
houses, and members of any organized Society pledged to suppress or to unreasonably restrict the liquor 
trade, should not be eligible to become Members of ;,uch Licensing Benches •. 

. That your Memorialists, after a careful consideration of the Local Option element in the said Bill 
(Sections 23 to 26), regret to find the scheme surrounded by serious obstacles to its satisfactory• working; 
and that amongst several harassing features calculated to evoke social strife, not the least is the constant 
fear of the licensed victualler of incurring the ill-will of neighbours predisposed under any circumstances to 
become objectors to the granting of public-house licences. 

That your Memorialists, in considering the proviso embodied in transfers (Section 28), respectfully point 
out the necessity to either considerably ·modify or to expunge the conditions, as in many instances it is 
almost impossible_ to be carried out, particularly in cases in which both the original holder of the licence and 
the incoming tenant have families. To compel both families to live together in the licensed house until the 
transfer· is approved of by the Licensing Bench (perhaps nearly three inonths) inflicts a grievous hardship 
of such a nature as, your Memorialists feel, was never contemplated by its framer. 

That your Memorialists deem the present time a fitting opportunity to respectfully crave the considera­
tion of your Honorable House to some portiollil of·the existing Licensing Act which evidently require to 
be altered and improved, especially the S_unday .clause, the hour of closing, and the compulsory keeping of 
a lighted lamp over the doors of licensed houses during the night. 

With regard to the Sunday clause, your Memorialists respectfully beg to aver that the infringement of 
this clause would be much lessened, if not altogether abolished, by permitting licensed houses to be opened 
between .the hours of one and two midday, and between the hours of eight and nine in the evening, on 
Sundays, for the purpose of supplying at those stated hours the dinner and supper beverages. 
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, · That your Memorialists feel convinced there would be but-littie invasion of the Law concerning opening 
after hours if the hour of closing was extended to eleven o'clock,7 the hour in force in New South Wales 
and Adelaide. The desirability for such Pxtension will be obvious wl~en it is found that all places of public 
amusement are_ seldom closed till past ten, at which time no refreshment can be obtained. here at any 
public-house without the present law betng broken. , · · · 
. That the compulsory keeping of a lighted lamp over th_e doors of licensed houses during- the night was 

enacted long before the introduction of gas into the City, and at that time· probably supplied a want which 
now does not exist. Your Memorialists therefore respectfully trust that your Honorable House may think 
fit to repeal this useless yet vexatious enactment. _ 

• Your Memorialists now respectfully. pray that the objections her~in set forth to some of the provisions 
of the Licensing Amendment Bill now before your Honorable House, and the reasons adduced for seeking 
the mentioned alteration and improvement of the existing Licensing Act, may receive. your favourable 
consideration. · · · · 

And your Memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c. 

·Hobart, 19th July, 1884. [Here follorv 108 signatures.] 

[P1·esented by M1·. Dodery, 17th Septem~e1·; ordered to be printed, 23rd September, 1884.J 

To the Honorable the P1·esident and the Honorable tlte Member.~ ef tlw Legislative 
Council of'Tasmania, in Parliament assembled. 

The Memorial of the undersigned Licensed Victuallers of Launceston and others interested 
in the Liquor trade, · 

RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH : . . 

THAT, as a Licensing Amendment Bill is now before your Honorable House for consideration, your 
Mem~rialists desire to respectfully rep:esen~ that if your _Ho~orable House _sl~ould deem it expedient to. 
establish Annual and Quarterly L1censmg Benches m het1 of- the e·x1stmg Annual and Quarterly 
Licensing Meetings of ,T ustices (Section 5), ripecial provision should be made to constitute such Licensing 
Bench strictly impartial. With this desirable object in view, your Memorialists respectfullj• suggest that 
· actual owners of public-houses and members of any organi,;ed Society pledged to suppress or to unreason­
ably restrict the Liquor trade should not be eligible to ,become membe'rs of such Licensing Benches. 

That your Memorialists, · after a careful consideration of the Local Option element in the said Bill 
(Sections 23 to 26), regret to find the scheme surrounded·by serious obstacles to its satisfactory working, 
and that amongst several harassing featui·es calculated to evoke social strife, not the least is the constant 
fear of the Licensed Victualler of incurring the ill-will of neighbours predisposed under any circumstances 
to become objectors to the grantil\g of public-house licences. · 
. _. That your Memorialists, in considering the proviso embodied in transfers ( Section 28), respectfully 

point out the necessity to either considerably modify or to expunge the conditions, as in many instances it 
is almost impossible to be carried out, particularly in cases in which both the original holder of the licence 
and the incoming tenant have families. To co!Ilpel both families to live together in the licensed house 
until the transfer i.s approved of by the Licensing Bench (perhaps nearly three months} inflicts a grievous 
hardship of such a nature, as your Memorialists feel, was never contemplated by its framer. 

That your l\femorialists deem the present time a fitting opportunity to respectfully crave the considera­
tion of your Honorable' House to some portions of the existing Licensing_ Act which evidently requires to 
be altered and improved, especially the Sunday clause, the hour of closing, and the compulsory keepin()' of 
a lighted lamp over the doors of licensed houses during the night. "' 

With regard to the Sunday clause, your Memorialists respectfully beg to aver that the infringement 
of thi·s clause would be much lessened, if not altogeth~r .abolished, by permitting licensed houses to be 
opened between the hours of one and two mid-day, and between the hours of eight and nine in the evenin()' 
on Sundays, for the ptupose of supplying at those stated hours the dinner and supper ~everu6es. "' 

· That your l\femorialists feel convinced there would be but little invasion of the law concerning opening 
after hours if the hour of closing was extended to eleven o'clock (the hour in force in New South Wales 
and Adelaide). The desirability for such extension will be obvious when it is found that all places of 
public amusement are seldom closed till past ten, at which time no refreshment can be obtained hei·c at any 
public-house without the present law being broken. 

That the compulsory keeping of a lighted lamp over the doors of licensed houses · during the night 
was enacted long before the introduction of gas i!1to the town, _and at that time probably supplied a want 
which now does ,not exist. Your Memorialists therefore respectfully trust that your Honorable House may 
thi_nk fit to repeal this useless yet vexatious enactment. 

Your Memorialists now respectfully pray that the objections herein set forth to some of the provisions 
of the Licensing· Amendment Bill now before your Honorable House, and the reasons adduced for seeking· 
the mentioned alteration and improvement of the existing Licensing Act, may receive your favourable 
consideration. · 

And your l\Iemorialists,.as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

Launceston, 21st July, 1884. [H(!re follorv 55 signatures.] 

WILLIAM_ TllOMAB STRUTT, 
_GOVIHINMENT l'RINT,EH1 TASMANIA, 


