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No. 62  

TUESDAY, 17 OCTOBER 2023 

  

(At 11.00 o’clock a.m.) 
 

NOTICE OF QUESTIONS 
 

39 Ms Forrest to ask the Honourable Leader of the Government — With regard to 4WD track access 

to and within the Arthur Pieman Conservation Areas (APCA):— 

(1) For all tracks closed since 2010: 

(a) What year was each closed; and 

(b) please provide details (and where possible copies) of the notification provided to: 

i) the relevant representative body either the Tasmanian Recreational Vehicle 

Association (TRVA) and/or Four Wheel Drive Tasmania; and 

ii) the local newspaper advertisement. 

(2) Does the Government intend to review and/or update the Policy for the Use of Recreational Vehicles 

on State-Owned Lands; and 

(a) if so, when; and 

(b) if not, why not? 

(3) Who, or which body or Department developed the Arthur-Pieman Conservation Area and West 

Coast Off-Road Vehicle Project Steering Committee Status Report of 1 May 2023; and 

(a) which stakeholder groups were consulted; and 

(b) how does this document interact with the work being undertaken by Inspiring Places? 

(asked 05.09.23) 

 

40 Mr Valentine to ask the Honourable Leader of the Government — With regard to the docking of 

nuclear-powered vessels in Tasmanian ports, can the Government please provide:— 

(1) details communicated to the Tasmanian Government by the Australian Government, and/or it’s 

relevant regulating authorities, on the docking exclusion zones currently in place in each Tasmanian 

port where such zones have been implemented; 

(2) technical detail on the extent of each area excluded; 

(3) reasons given as to why the exclusion zones were necessary in the first instance; 

(4) the date of implementation of each exclusion zone; 

(5) details, including copies of any communications, between the Tasmanian Government and the 

Australian Government, and/or its relevant regulating authorities, in the lead-up to the most recent 

announcement of intended changes in status of any Tasmanian ports with respect to the docking of 

nuclear-powered vessels; 

(6) details on approvals required from the Tasmanian Government for any change to docking exclusion 

zones;  
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(7) details of any consultation, community or otherwise, undertaken by relevant authorities that has 

taken place in the State that the Tasmanian Government is aware of, associated with the intended 

changes to the status of any Tasmanian port in relation to the docking of nuclear-powered vessels 

and, if such consultation has occurred, the results of the consultation; and 

(8) a copy of the latest Management Plan in the event of a nuclear accident. 

(asked 05.09.23) 

41  Mr Valentine to ask the Honourable Leader of the Government — Given the recent concern in the 

community over Metro services cancellations due to, among other things, driver numbers, would the 

following information be provided:— 

(1) The bus driver shortage to schedule the full 7-day service for the week concluding 30 June 2023, 

per region; 

(2) the number of full-time equivalent (FTE) bus drivers employed as at 1 July 2022, by gender in each 

region; 

(3) the number of FTE bus drivers employed as at 1 July 2023, by gender in each region; 

(4) the number of bus driver resignations (excluding retirements) for the 2022/23 financial year, by 

gender in each region; 

(5) the number of bus driver retirements (excluding resignations) for 2022/23 financial year, by gender 

in each region; 

(6) the extent of use of private sector operators in the 2022/23 financial year, by region, to perform 

peak services, over and above any long-term contracts; 

(7) the extent of use of private sector operators in the 2022/23 financial year, by region, to perform off-

peak services, over and above any long-term contracts; and 

(8) the number of female bus drivers as a percentage of total bus drivers employed for each year over 

the past 20 years. 

(asked 12.09.23) 

42 Mr Gaffney to ask the Honourable Leader of the Government ⎯ With regard to the junction upgrade 

works on the Bass Highway at Leith:⎯ 

(1) In a letter to John Richardson dated 19 September, 2023, in reference to the roadworks at the Bass 

Highway at Leith, the Minister for Infrastructure and Transport gave further information on the 

design and operation of the junction vehicle detection loops: 

(a) Please advise, what monitoring will be in place to evaluate the operation and effectiveness 

of the new system; and 

(b) Where issues may arise, what are the regulatory protocols to reduce the highway speed limit 

to 80km or 90km through that junction; and 

(c) If a permanent speed limit reduction is not warranted, what are the regulatory protocols in 

implementing an electronic variable speed limit (VSL) signage system as part of the vehicle 

detection loop mechanism? 

(2) With regard to the Defect Liability Period of the Leith junction upgrade contract, and that of other 

similar upgrade and alteration contracts on state highway and local roads: 

(a) Is the complete removal of the pre-existing white line markings, that can cause confusion 

with motorists navigating the altered junction, part of the Defect Liability Period for the 

Leith project; and 

(b) If not, how soon will the old markings be eliminated; and 

(c) What are the protocols and regulations where redundant pre-existing markings emerge with 

wear of the masking material outside of the Defect Liability Periods; and 

(3) Noting that junction upgrades, new developments and road safety improvements often result in 

altered road markings; is there a regulated standard defining how redundant markings are removed, 

concealed or erased? 

(asked 26.09.23) 
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43 Ms Forrest to ask the Honourable Leader of the Government — Noting the Tasmanian Fire 

Service (TFS) website states ‘there is no conclusive evidence that private bushfire shelters are safe to 

use’, and ‘The 2009 Victorian Bushfires Royal Commission found conflicting evidence where seven 

people died in private bushfire shelters whilst others claimed that a shelter may have saved their lives’, 

and that ‘The Commission concluded that extreme caution should be taken with respect to the use of 

private bushfire shelters’, can the Government advise:⎯   

(1) How these claims can be reconciled with: 

(a) the final report of the Victorian Bushfires Royal Commission which supported the use 

of private bushfire shelters, particularly as noted in Recommendation 4; 

(b) the adoption of performance standards for private bushfire shelters in the National 

Construction Code; 

(c) the accreditation of at least one private bushfire shelter by the Victorian Building 

Authority that meets the requirements of the National Construction Code; 

(d) research by the CSIRO that found in the 2009 fires in Victoria two people died in 

bushfire shelters of their own design while nine people survived; and 

(e) that in the 2019 fires six households sheltered in approved bushfire bunkers and none 

came to harm even though three of their houses were destroyed? 

(2) If the claims about private bushfire shelters made by the TFS are not supported by the evidence but 

nonetheless discourage Tasmanian householders from installing private bushfire shelters of the kind 

approved in Victoria, what risk could this advice from the TFS pose to the safety of Tasmanians 

living in bushfire prone areas? 

(asked 26.09.23) 

 

44 Ms Forrest to ask the Honourable Leader of the Government:—  

(1) With regard to worker related matters at TasPorts: 

(a) Over the last six (6) years please provide numbers of staff resignation by employment 

level/title for each of the years including year to date; 

(b) (i) Are exit interviews undertaken for every resignation; and 

(ii) if not, why not; and 

(iii) if exit interviews are undertaken, for those that were undertaken what feedback was 

provided as to reasons for the resignation? 

(c) Over the last six (6) years please provide: 

 (i) numbers of staff terminations by employment level/title for each of the years 

including year to date; 

(ii) how much has been paid out in each year for termination payments for each 

terminated employee; and 

(iii) how much have the associated legal costs been related to each termination payments 

for each terminated employee by year; 

(d) Over the last six (6) years please provide numbers of staff who have been on stress related 

sick leave by employment level/title for each of the years including year to date; 

(e) Over the last six (6) years please provide numbers of staff who have been on ‘gardening 

leave’ as referred to in relevant documentation related to the leave, by employment level/title 

for each of the years including year to date; 

 (f) Over the last six (6) years please provide numbers of staff who have been offered 

redundancies, by employment level/title for each of the years including year to date; 

 (g) (i) How many positions across TasPorts are currently vacant; and 

(ii) what are there positions, including level of position? 
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(2) With regard to the management of conflicts of interest; 

(a) How are conflicts of interest related to staff appointments managed by TasPorts in broad 

terms; and  

(b) how are conflicts of interest related to staff appointments managed at the Devonport Airport? 

(3) With regard to staff satisfaction surveys; 

(a) when over the last six (6) years have staff satisfaction surveys been undertaken; 

(b) have all staff been invited to participate;  

(c) what was the response rate for each survey; and 

(d) what were the main themes that emerged from the surveys each time one was undertaken?  

(4) With regard to customer feedback and/or satisfaction surveys: 

(a) when over the last six (6) years have customer feedback and/or satisfaction surveys been 

undertaken; 

(b) which customers been invited to participate;  

(c) what was the response rate for each survey; and 

(d) what were the main themes that emerged from the surveys each time one was undertaken?  

(asked 28.09.23) 

 

45  Ms Forrest to ask the Honourable Leader of the Government — With regard to a Jack Jumpers 

media release of 25 September 2023 titled “Jack Jumpers launch into schools with Huon Aquaculture”, the 

release states:— 

Huon Aquaculture will be the presenting partner of the JackJumpers in Schools Program delivering 

educational outcomes across Tasmania…  

Designed by Tasmanian teachers within the Australian Curriculum, the JackJumpers Schools Program 

has been carefully crafted to align with the Tasmanian education curriculum for Years 3/4 and 5/6, 

exploring themes of health and wellness, focusing on both mental and physical health and giving students 

the tools they need to become healthy and happy versions of themselves.  

With reference to the contents of this media release:— 

(1) Are the teachers referred to DECYP employees; and  

(a) if so, who paid for them to develop this curriculum; and  

(b) how does this align with the DECYP Sponsorship and Commercial Arrangements for 

Education Settings Procedure and with the whole of government purchasing and 

procurement policies? 

(2) What is the total value of the program including: 

(a) any payment of teacher's time to develop the program; 

(b) the implementation of the program; and  

(c) how does the funding align with DECYP Sponsorship and Commercial Arrangements for 

Education Settings Procedure and with whole of government purchasing and procurement 

policies? 

(3) How does the program align with the DECYP Partnering with External Organisation Policy, in 

particular this: Partnerships must only be established with organisations whose values, products, 

services, purposes and objectives are consistent with the Learners First commitment, values, goals 

and priorities; and 

(4) What evidence can be provided to demonstrate how the programs aligns with these values based on 

matters including healthy eating, environmental principles and sustainability? 

(asked 18.09.23) 
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NOTICES OF MOTION 

1 Ms Armitage to move:⎯ That the Government Response to the Report of the Legislative Council 

Select Committee on Road Safety in Tasmania (No. 31 of 2022), be considered and noted. 

2 Ms Webb to move:⎯  

(1) That the Legislative Council notes:⎯  

(a) The release on 26 June this year of the Australian Parliament’s Standing Committee on 

Social Policy and Legal Affairs’ Report You win some, you lose more: Online gambling and 

its impacts on those experiencing gambling harm; 

(b) the Report and its recommendations received unanimous support of all members of the 

authoring parliamentary Standing Committee which comprised Federal Labor party, Liberal 

party, National Party, and Independent representatives; 

(c) Recommendation 26 of the Report that calls on the Australian Government, with the 

cooperation of the states and territories, to implement a comprehensive ban on all forms of 

advertising for online gambling, to be introduced in four phases, over three years, 

commencing immediately; and 

(d) the Report’s additional call for “the Australian Government, with the states and territories, 

[to] develop a comprehensive national strategy on online gambling harm reduction,” and 

that the national strategy should be based on public health principles and be in place within 

twelve months, allowing for progressive implementation. 

(2) That the Legislative Council calls on the Tasmanian government to: 

(a) Commit to participating in the development of the proposed comprehensive national strategy 

on online gambling harm reduction which delivers on the goals and intent of the You win 

some, you lose more report; and 

(b) formally notify at the earliest opportunity the Australian government of Tasmania’s 

willingness to cooperate with the development and implementation of the recommended 

progressively phased out comprehensive ban on all forms of advertising for online gambling. 

3 Ms Webb to move:⎯  

(1) That the Legislative Council notes:— 

(a) All Australian States and Territories agreed in October 2017, under an Intergovernmental 

Agreement, to participate in the Commonwealth Government’s National Driver Licence 

Facial Recognition Solution (NDLFRS); 

(b) on 31 July 2019, the Identity-matching Services Bill 2019 was introduced into the Federal 

Parliament to establish a legislative biometrics matching scheme for the NDLFRS, but was 

subsequently withdrawn following concerns raised by a variety of legal, privacy and human 

rights experts, and criticisms from the relevant Federal parliamentary committee; 

(c) interstate jurisdictions determined they would not share data via the NDLFRS until the 

Commonwealth laws are in place; 

(d) that based upon data provided by government a total of 468,392 Tasmanian drivers licence 

photos were transferred to the NDLFRS between December 2018 and 16 December 2020, 

without public consultation and despite the absence of Commonwealth legislation to regulate 

the NDLFRS and provide privacy protections and oversight mechanisms;  

(e) the statement provided to the Parliament from the Minister for Infrastructure and Transport 

dated the 28 October 2020, that the Tasmanian data uploaded to the NDLFRS will not be 

used until Commonwealth legislation is in place and relevant Tasmanian legislation 

reviewed, with the latter to occur in context of any eventual Commonwealth legislation; and 

(f) Tasmania paused the daily transfer of records to the NDLFRS on 16 December 2020. 
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(2) That the Legislative Council calls on the Tasmanian Government to: 

(a) Formally cease any current and future uploading of Tasmanians’ records to the NDLFRS in 

the absence of appropriate Commonwealth privacy protection and oversight legislation;  

(b) immediately establish a secure process by which to delete all uploaded Tasmanian drivers 

licence photos from the NDLFRS; and 

(c) commit to undertaking thorough public consultation prior to any future state participation in 

the NDLFRS should the required Commonwealth legislation be enacted. 

4 Mrs Hiscutt to move:⎯ That the Legislative Council:⎯  

(1) Notes that the Tasmanian Palliative Care Awards 2023 held on Tuesday 8th August 2023 

recognised individuals and organisations that have displayed outstanding dedication and 

innovation in the field of palliative care, providing support to thousands of Tasmanians; and 

(2) Commends the 2023 winners of the Tasmanians Palliative Care Awards; and 

(3) Recognises the ‘Joy Coghlan’ Tasmanian Palliative Care Honour Roll 2022 inductee, Deb Foster. 

 

5 Ms Forrest to move:⎯  

(1) That the Legislative Council gives consideration to establishing a protocol between the Parliament 

of Tasmania and the Integrity Commission of Tasmania in respect of:   

(a) the exercise of the Integrity Commission’s powers to obtain records, information or material 

that may be subject to parliamentary privilege; 

(b) the determination of claims of parliamentary privilege arising in investigations or inquiries; 

and  

(c) other matters incidental thereto; and 

(2) That the matters set out in paragraph (1) be referred to the Committee of Privileges for its 

consideration and report; and 

(3) That in relation to this reference, the Committee of Privileges be empowered to:  

(a) send for persons and papers;  

(b) sit during any adjournment of the Council, with leave to adjourn from place to place; and 

(c) confer with a similar Committee of the House of Assembly. 

 
ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1 Residential Tenancy Amendment (Minimum Window Coverings for Social Housing Properties) Bill 

2023 (No. 20): Third reading. (Private Member’s Bill) 

2 Report of the Government Administration Committee ‘A’ “The Operations and Application of the 

Financial Management Act 2016”: Consideration and noting. (Ms Forrest) 

3 Report of the Parliamentary Standing Committee of Public Accounts “Inquiry into the Tasmanian 

Government’s Continuing Response to the COVID-19 Pandemic: Preparation for the Return to School in 

February 2022”: Consideration and noting. (Ms Forrest) 

4 Report of the Government Administration Committee ‘B’ “Office of Racing Integrity” Consideration 

and noting. (Ms Rattray) 

5 Consideration of the following Message from the House of Assembly:— 

MR PRESIDENT, 

The House of Assembly having agreed to the following Resolution, begs now to transmit the same to the 

Legislative Council, and to request its concurrence therein:⎯ 
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Resolved,  

(1)  The House requests the participation of the Legislative Council in a Joint Select Committee with 

power to send for persons and papers, with leave to sit during any adjournment of either House 

exceeding 14 days, with leave to adjourn from place to place and with leave to report from time to 

time, to inquire into and report upon energy matters in Tasmania with the following Terms of 

Reference:— 

 (a) challenges related to energy supply in Tasmania including:— 

   (i) structure and operations of State-owned energy entities; 

   (ii) energy requirements; 

(iii) expansion of State-owned renewable energy generation including associated 

community an economic benefits; 

   (iv) private energy generators; 

   (v) energy generation, storage and transmission capacity; and 

   (vi) energy security considerations. 

 (b) opportunities related to energy supply in Tasmania including:— 

   (i) structure and operations of State-owned energy entities; 

   (ii) energy requirements; 

 (iii) expansion of State-owned renewable energy generation including associated 

community and economic benefits; 

   (iv) private energy generators; 

   (v) energy generation, storage and transmission capacity; and 

   (vi) energy security considerations. 

 (c) the operation of the National Electricity Market including:— 

   (i) current and future energy demand for participants; 

 (ii) costs, benefits, opportunities and risks associated with the renewable energy 

transition; and 

 (iii) Tasmania’s past and future participation in the National Electricity Market including 

costs and benefits to Tasmania and resource opportunity; and 

 (d) Marinus Link Pty Ltd and associated energy power developments (Battery of the Nation and 

North West Transmission Development) including:— 

   (i) likely beneficiaries; 

   (ii) funding arrangements, including the potential for private sector contribution; 

   (iii) impact on Tasmanians’ energy bills and concessional pricing arrangements; and 

(iv) alternative options and associated costs and/or benefits to Tasmania including costs 

and cost of a ‘do nothing approach’. 

(2) The number of Members to serve on the Committee on the part of the House be four. 

(3) The Committee report by 31 October 2024. 

House of Assembly, 28 September 2023 MARK SHELTON, Speaker 

6 Criminal Code Amendment (Criminal Jurisdiction of the Associate Judge) Bill 2023 (No. 16): Second 

reading. 

7 Workers Rehabilitation and Compensation Amendment Bill 2023 (No. 22): Second reading. 
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8 Electoral Disclosure and Funding Bill 2022 (No. 25): Adjourned Debate (Mr Valentine) on the 

Question proposed on 24 August 2023 and again on 14 September 2023 — That the Bill be now read the 

Second time. 

9 Electoral Matters (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill 2022 (No. 26): Second reading. 

10 Partition Amendment Bill 2022 (No. 38): Second reading. 

 

C.L. VICKERS, Clerk of the Council 
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