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No. 7   

Wednesday 5 November 2025 

The Council meets at 11.00 am 

Notices of Motion 

1 Deaths and Injuries from Quad Bikes or ATV use in Tasmania 
 Given by: Ms O’Connor 
 Date: 19 August 2025 
 To be moved: 

That the Legislative Council: 

(1) Notes with concern the high rate of deaths and injuries from quad bike or ATV use in 

Tasmania, with more than 20 deaths since the year 2000. 

(2) Further notes more than 1400 Australians are seriously injured in quad bike accidents each 

year. 

(3) Expresses its sincere condolences to grieving loved ones, including the devastated parents 

of 14 year old Jocelyn Daguman who died in an ATV accident at Boyer in February 2023. 

(4) Recognises the findings of both Coroner Cooper in 2017 and Coroner Webster in 2024, 

who recommended stronger regulation of quad bike use to save lives. 

(5) Agrees with Coroner Cooper’s recommendations, following his investigation into seven 

quad bike deaths between 2012-2015, to provide for increased community education 

promoting the use of helmets and seatbelts, and legislation that: 

a) Requires mandatory training and licensing of all persons using quad bikes 

b) Prohibits children under the age of 16 from operating adult quad bikes 

c) Prohibits children under the age of 16 from operating youth-sized quad bikes other 

than in accordance with the manufacturer's instructions 

d) Prohibits children under the age of 6 from operating any quad bike under any 

circumstances 

(6) Recognises there has been a substandard response to the Coroners’ recommendations by 

the Rockliff Government. 

(7) Calls on the Rockliff Government to act to prevent such tragedies in the future and 

implement all the Coroner’s recommendations to strengthen quad bike and ATV safety in 

Tasmania. 
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2 Office of the Custodial Inspector Annual Report 2023-24 
 Given by: Ms Webb 
 Date: 19 August 2025 
 To be moved: 

 That the Office of the Custodial Inspector Annual Report 2023-24, and recent public statements 
of Custodial Inspector Richard Connock, be considered and noted. 

 
3 Tasmania’s Forest Carbon 2025 Update Report 
 Given by: Ms O’Connor 
 Date: 12 September 2025 
 To be moved: 

That the Legislative Council: 

(1) Notes the release of the report ‘Tasmania’s Forest Carbon – 2025 Update’, a co-sponsored 

project by the Tasmanian Climate Collective, the Tree Projects and the Wilderness Society, 

and authored by internationally respected scientist, Dr Jen Sanger. 

(2) Accepts the scientific fact that unlogged forests are the reason Tasmania can claim to be 

one of the first jurisdictions in the world to become net zero, evidenced by the State’s 

greenhouse accounts from 2012 onwards. 

(3) Notes the report finds Tasmania’s forests currently draw down an estimated 22 million 

tonnes of carbon each year, which would more than triple by 2050 if native forest logging 

ceases and forests are managed for climate, biodiversity, recreation and tourism. 

(4) Recognises the report finds that ongoing native forest logging and burning is also the 

State’s single biggest emitter, with industrial scale forestry burns accounting for the 

emission of an estimated 1.6 million tonnes of carbon dioxide (CO2e) each year. 

(5) Notes with concern federal and state government moves to facilitate the further burning 

of native forest for biomass, including at Goliath Cement in Railton. 

(6) Agrees that the single most effective step Tasmania can take to reduce emissions is to end 

native forest logging and burning – the necessary and ethical response to accelerating 

global heating which will impact on our communities, environment and economy with 

increasing intensity in the decades ahead.  

 

4 Tasmanian Liquor and Gaming Commission Ministerial Direction 
 Given by: Ms Webb 
 Date: 23 September 2025 

 To be moved: 

(1) That the Legislative Council notes: 
a) The State Government’s Tasmanian Liquor and Gaming Commission Ministerial 

Direction (No. 1) 2022 requiring a mandatory cashless card system for poker 

machines in Tasmanian hotels, clubs and casinos, including loss limits, breaks in play 

and optional commitment for time spent playing be developed and implemented; 
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b) The Tasmanian Liquor and Gaming Commission undertook extensive public 

consultation on the implementation of the proposed poker machine mandatory pre-

commitment card; 

c) The proposed mandatory pre-commitment card was originally scheduled to be 

implemented by the end of 2024, and intended to cap losses at $100 per day, or 

$5,000 per year; 

d) The State government announced on the 16 October 2024, that the Department of 

State Growth had engaged Deloitte Access Economics to undertake an analysis of 

the social and economic impact of the Government's poker machine mandatory pre-

commitment card policy; and 

e) That the terms of reference or contract provided for the Deloitte Access Economic 

review have not been released publicly; and 

(2) That the Legislative Council further notes: 
a) In November 2024, the Premier announced an indefinite pause on proceeding with 

the proposed mandatory pre-commitment card; and 

b) In June this year, the Premier further stated a mandatory pre-commitment card will 

not be introduced in Tasmania unless there is a national approach on the issue; 

(3) That the Legislative Council also notes with concern the state annual poker machine 
losses for 2024-25 which totalled $193,908,165, a decade high level of losses from the 
Tasmanian community; and 

(4) That the Legislative Council calls on the Tasmanian Government to release immediately 
the 2024 Deloitte Access Economics’ social and economic impact review report of the 
poker machine pre-commitment card policy. 

 
5 Tasmanian Planning Commission Final Integrated Assessment Report 
 Given 

by: 
Ms O’Connor 

 Date: 24 September 2025 
 To be moved: 

 That the Tasmanian Planning Commission Final Integrated Assessment Report, released on 
17 September 2025, into the proposed Macquarie Point Multipurpose Stadium Project of 
State Significance be considered and noted. 

 
6 Report of the Auditor-General No. 3 of 2025-26: Proposed sale of Wilkinsons Point Land 
 Given by: Ms Forrest 
 Date: 25 September 2025 
 To be moved: 

 That the Report of the Auditor-General No. 3 of 2025-26: Proposed sale of Wilkinsons Point 
Land, dated 24 September 2025, be considered and noted. 
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7 Report of the Office of the Custodial Inspector: Custody – Reception to Release Inspection 
Report 2025 

 Given by: Ms Armitage 
 Date: 4 November 2025 
 To be moved: 

That the Office of the Custodial Inspector’s Custody: Reception to Release Inspection Report 
2025, be considered and noted. 

 
8 Gambling Advertising at State-owned and State-funded Venues 
 Given by: Ms Webb 
 Date: 4 November 2025 
 To be moved: 

That the Legislative Council: 
(1) Notes that gambling harm in Tasmania remains significant, with annual poker machine 

losses alone exceeding $190 million, and growing evidence linking exposure to gambling 

advertising with risky gambling behaviour and the grooming of children into gambling; 

(2) Further notes the findings and recommendations of the Commonwealth House of 

Representatives Standing Committee on Social Policy and Legal Affairs in its 2023 report 

You Win Some, You Lose More – Inquiry into Online Gambling and Its Impacts on Those 

Experiencing Gambling Harm, particularly Recommendation 26, which calls for the 

Australian Government, with the cooperation of the states and territories, to implement 

a comprehensive ban on all forms of gambling advertising, including a “prohibition on all 

in-stadia advertising and logos on players’ uniforms.”; 

(3) Recognises that governments have a clear public health responsibility to avoid promoting 

activities known to cause harm — just as occurred when tobacco  advertising and 

sponsorship were banned to protect community wellbeing; 

(4) Affirms that publicly owned venues should model this standard by prohibiting gambling 

advertising and sponsorship that normalise or glamorise wagering; 

(5) Calls on the Government to: 
a) introduce, within one year of this resolution, a complete ban on gambling advertising 

and sponsorship at all state-owned or state-funded venues, including the proposed 
Macquarie Point Stadium, and on players’ uniforms; and 

b) table a progress report within six months of this resolution on the implementation 
of the removal of gambling advertising from existing venues. 

 
9 Parkinson’s Disease in Tasmania  
 Given by: Ms Forrest 
 Date: 4 November 2025 
 To be moved: 

(1) That the Legislative Council notes: 
a) Parkinson’s is the fastest growing neurological condition globally, and Tasmania has 

among the highest prevalence in Australia, creating a critical public health challenge; 
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b) Parkinson’s is a complex and progressive neurological condition characterised by 
diverse physical and cognitive symptoms requiring multidisciplinary care; 

c) The total economic impact of Parkinson’s in Australia, estimated at $10 billion 
annually, underscores the urgent need for investment in prevention, care, and 
support; 

d) The inequities in government support exist across Australia, with Tasmania’s funding 
and service access lagging behind, placing added burdens on Tasmanians with 
Parkinson’s; 

e) Evidence shows exposure to certain pesticides and industrial solvents increases the 
likelihood of Parkinson’s, placing Tasmanians in agricultural regions at greater risk; 

f) Critical gaps in service provision exist across Tasmania, including Parkinson’s clinics, 
neurological and gerontology services, in-home care, and early diagnosis support; 

g) The need to enhance education and training programs for General Practitioners and 
allied health professionals to support early Parkinson’s diagnosis and ongoing, 
evidence-based care; 

h) Despite challenges, Tasmania has a world-class cohort of Parkinson’s experts and 
research institutions, including the University of Tasmania, Menzies Institute, and 
Wicking Dementia Centre, pioneering innovative care strategies, education, and 
multidisciplinary approaches that significantly improve outcomes; and 

i) Volunteer organisation Parkinson’s Tasmania plays a critical role within the cohort as 
a "leading voice" for Tasmanians living with Parkinson’s, providing essential support, 
education, advocacy, coordination and cost savings to the State. 

(2) That the Legislative Council calls on the Tasmanian Government to: 
a) Support the delivery of newly diagnosed Parkinson’s clinics and centres of expertise 

across the State, offering integrated and holistic care throughout all stages of the 
condition; 

b) Work with the Australian Government to develop and implement multidisciplinary, 
patient-centred care models involving neurologists, allied health professionals, 
psychologists, and other specialists to provide healthcare to patients with 
Parkinson's; 

c) Support research bodies to examine the links between pesticides and industrial 
solvents and Parkinson’s prevalence, and take the necessary action to protect 
Tasmanians; 

d) Work with the Australian Government to introduce process improvements to 
integrate State and Federal care systems, repairing fragmented links between 
inpatient, outpatient, and community care; 

e) Support the development of a local workforce trained in in-home care, enabling 
Tasmanians to remain in their homes longer and alleviating an escalating financial 
burden on Tasmania’s health system and Budget; and 

f) Provide targeted Government support to Parkinson’s Tasmania as the central 
advocacy body for Tasmanians living with Parkinson’s, ensuring all those affected can 
access the high-quality services, education, and support they deserve. 
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10 Getting Back on Track: Independent Review of Tasmania’s Right to Information Framework 
 Given by: Ms Webb 
 Date: 4 November 2025 
 To be moved: 

That the Getting Back on Track: Independent Review of Tasmania’s Right to Information 
Framework, undertaken by Professor Tim McCormack and Adjunct Associate Professor Rick 
Snell, and released on 29 September 2025, be considered and noted. 

 
11 Go Gentle Australia Voluntary Assisted Dying in Residential Aged Care Homes – A National 

Report Card 
 Given by: Mr Gaffney 
 Date: 4 November 2025 
 To be moved: 

That Go Gentle Australia Voluntary Assisted Dying in Residential Aged Care Homes – A National 
Report Card, be considered and noted. 

 
12 Project Marinus Whole-of-State Business Case and Federal Government Agreement 
 Given by: Mr Gaffney 
 Date: 4 November 2025 
 To be moved: 

That the Legislative Council calls on the Government to release immediately ⎯  
(1) The full, unredacted Project Marinus Whole-of-State Business Case; and 
(2) The Project Marinus agreement signed by Minister Duigan and the Federal 

Government. 
 
13 Condolence Motion, Mr Stephen Wilson  
 Given by: Mr Vincent 
 Date: 4 November 2025 
 To be moved: 

That the Legislative Council expresses its deep regret at the passing on 1 October 2025 of 
Stephen Wilson, Member of the Legislative Council from 1981 to 1999, and places on record its 
appreciation of his service to this State, and further, that this House respectfully tenders to his 
family its sincere sympathy in their bereavement.  

 
14 State Policies and Projects (Macquarie Point Precinct) Order 2025 (No. 49) 
 Given by: Mr Vincent 
 Date: 4 November 2025 
 To be moved: 

That the Legislative Council approves, in accordance with section 26(9) of the State Policies and 
Projects Act 1993, the State Policies and Projects (Macquarie Point Precinct) Order 2025 (No. 49) 
made on the 21 October 2025. 
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Orders of the Day 

General Business 
 

Government Business 

1 Government Business Governance Reforms Bill 2025 (Bill No. 36) 
 Mover: Ms Rattray 
 Date: Reported without amendment by the Committee of the Whole Council on 25 

September 2025 
 Status: Awaiting Third reading 

 
2 Government Business (Sale Reforms) Bill 2025 (Bill No. 42) 
 Mover: Ms Rattray 
 Date: Reported with amendments by the Committee of the Whole Council on 25 

September 2025 
 Status: Consideration of Bill as amended in Committee of Whole Council 
   
3 Commissions of Inquiry Amendment (Private Sessions Information) Bill 2025 (Bill No. 37) 
 Mover: Ms Rattray 
 Date: Reported without amendment by the Committee of the Whole Council on 25 

September 2025  
 Status: Awaiting Third reading 

 
4 Expungement of Historical Offences Amendment Bill 2025 (Bill No. 51) 
 Mover: Ms Rattray 
 Date: Read a First time on 25 September 2025 
 Status: Awaiting Second reading 

 
5 Residential Tenancy Amendment (Pets) Bill 2025 (Bill No. 40) 
 Mover: Ms Rattray 
 Date: Read a First time on 23 September 2025 
 Status: Awaiting Second reading 

 
6 Public Accounts Committee Amendment Bill 2025 (Bill No. 49) 
 Mover: Ms Rattray 
 Date: Read a First time on 23 September 2025 
 Status: Awaiting Second reading 

 
 
 
 

1 Custodial Inspector Amendment (Protection from Reprisal) Bill 2025 (Bill No. 44) 
 Mover: Ms O’Connor  
 Date: Reported with amendments by the Committee of the Whole Council on 

4 November 2025 
 Status: Consideration of Bill as amended in Committee of Whole Council 

https://www.parliament.tas.gov.au/bills/bills2025/government-business-governance-reforms-bill-2025-36-of-2025
https://www.parliament.tas.gov.au/bills/bills2025/government-business-sale-reforms-bill-2025-42-of-2025
https://www.parliament.tas.gov.au/bills/bills2025/commissions-of-inquiry-amendment-private-sessions-information-bill-2025-37-of-2025
https://www.parliament.tas.gov.au/bills/bills2025/sentencing-amendment-aggravating-factors-bill-2025-bill-41-of-2025
https://www.parliament.tas.gov.au/bills/bills2025/budget-accountability-and-oversight-committee-bill-2025-57-of-2025
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7 Dangerous Criminals and High Risk Offenders Amendment Bill 2025 (Bill No. 46) 
 Mover: Ms Rattray 
 Date: Read a First time on 23 September 2025 
 Status: Awaiting Second reading 

 
8 Justice Miscellaneous (Explosives Offences) Bill 2025 (Bill No. 47) 
 Mover: Ms Rattray 
 Date: Read a First time on 25 September 2025 
 Status: Awaiting Second reading 

 
9 Sentencing Amendment (Aggravating Factors) Bill 2025 (Bill No. 41) 
 Mover: Ms Rattray 
 Date: Second reading debate adjourned on 25 September 2025 (Ms Armitage) 
 Status: Awaiting resumption of Second reading debate 

 Spoken: Ms Rattray, Ms Armitage 
 
10 Poisons Amendment (Interstate Prescriptions) Bill 2025 (Bill No. 45) 
 Mover: Ms Rattray 
 Date: Read a First time on 26 September 2025 
 Status: Awaiting Second reading 

 

11 Family, Domestic and Sexual Violence: Establishment of Joint Standing Committee 
 Mover: Ms Rattray 
 Date: Message received and made an Order of the Day on 12 September 2025 
 Status: Message to be considered 

 MR PRESIDENT, 

 The House of Assembly having agreed to the following Resolution, begs now to transmit the same 

to the Legislative Council, and to request its concurrence therein⎯ 
Resolved,  
(1) That a Joint Standing Committee on Family, Domestic and Sexual Violence be be appointed 

with the power to send for persons and papers, with leave to sit during any adjournment of 
either House and with leave to adjourn from place to place to inquire into and report upon –  
(a) Any Bill referred to it by either House in order to examine family, domestic and sexual 

violence impacts, and any such Bill so referred shall be reported upon within 10 sitting 
days of its referral;  

(b) Any matter related to family, domestic and sexual violence referred to it by either House; 
and  

(c) Any matter related to family, domestic and sexual violence, initiated by its own motion.  
(2) That Notice of any Motion Inquiry shall be reported to both Houses within two (2) sitting days 

of the Committee’s Resolution; and  
(3) That the number of Members to serve on the said Committee on the part of the House of 

Assembly be 3. 

House of Assembly, 9 September 2025                                                             JACQUIE PETRUSMA, Speaker 

 
 
 

https://www.parliament.tas.gov.au/bills/bills2025/sentencing-amendment-aggravating-factors-bill-2025-bill-41-of-2025
https://www.parliament.tas.gov.au/bills/bills2025/sentencing-amendment-aggravating-factors-bill-2025-bill-41-of-2025
https://www.parliament.tas.gov.au/bills/bills2025/sentencing-amendment-aggravating-factors-bill-2025-bill-41-of-2025


79 

Bill Pro forma (Pursuant to Standing Order 6)1 

12 Partition Amendment Bill 2025 (Bill No. 35) 
 Mover: Ms Rattray 
 Date: Introduced on 19 August 2025 
 Status: Read a First time 

 
Tuesday 11 November 2025 

 

Orders of the Day 

Government Business 
 
1 Taxation and Related Legislation (First Home Owner and Payroll Relief) Bill 2025 (Bill 

No. 43) 
 Mover: Ms Rattray 
 Date: Read a First time on 4 November 2025 
 Status: Awaiting Second reading 

 
2 Terrorism Legislation (Extension) Bill 2025 (Bill No. 52) 
 Mover: Ms Rattray 
 Date: Read a First time on 4 November 2025 
 Status: Awaiting Second reading 

 
3 Commission for Children and Young People Bill 2025 Bill 2025 (Bill No. 54) 
 Mover: Ms Rattray 
 Date: Read a First time on 4 November 2025 
 Status: Awaiting Second reading 

 
C.L. VICKERS, Clerk of the Council 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 Standing Order 6 provides that a Pro forma Bill is to be introduced at the start of each new Parliament. The 
introduction of such a Bill is a symbolic gesture in some Parliaments with a Westminster system and signifies 
Parliament’s independence from the direction of the Crown. The Bill does not progress past the First reading. 

https://www.parliament.tas.gov.au/bills/bills2025/taxation-and-related-legislation-first-home-owner-and-payroll-relief-bill-2025-43-of-2025
https://www.parliament.tas.gov.au/bills/bills2025/taxation-and-related-legislation-first-home-owner-and-payroll-relief-bill-2025-43-of-2025
https://www.parliament.tas.gov.au/bills/bills2025/terrorism-legislation-extension-bill-2025-52-of-2025
https://www.parliament.tas.gov.au/bills/bills2025/commission-for-children-and-young-people-bill-2025-54-of-2025
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Awaiting Government Response 

Questions on Notice 

2 Plan to Address Youth Offending 
 Asked by: Ms Thomas 
 To: Leader for the Government 
 Date: 23 September 2025 
 Question: 

 Over the past six months, the Glenorchy community has reportedly been significantly impacted 
by a surge in youth offending, therefore: 

(1) Will the Government develop a Plan to Address Youth Offending, with consideration to 

including the following elements: 

a) Commitment to a proactive Tasmania Police presence on the beat in Glenorchy, 

Claremont and Moonah; 

b) Urgent legislative change to provide security guards with more powers to intervene 

in antisocial behaviour and training to support the use of their powers; 

c) Increased investment in surveillance technology including a central CCTV monitoring 

system and 24/7 security monitoring and control room for Greater Hobart, to 

respond to crime or emerging events in a timely manner; 

d) A review of sentencing and diversion program outcomes under the Youth Justice Act 

1997 to evaluate whether they are meeting the needs and expectations of the 

community, victims and young people; 

e) A review of youth bail laws, with reference to section 24C of the Youth Justice Act 

1997; 

f) Legislation providing for workplace protection orders, as it is reported by business 

owners that ban notices are not an effective deterrent; 

g) Minimum packaging standards for knives and other sharp objects and a ban on the 

importation of knives and sharp objects by minors; 

h) Case study research into the 30 youth offenders with 50 or more police charges in 

2024 – to properly define the problem, to identify the specific social and systemic 

factors contributing to recidivism; 

i) Increased investment in early intervention programs to address generational 

disadvantage and stop youth offending before it starts, and the reintroduction of 

interagency support teams; and 

j) A review of the Tier 4 schooling system and the exploration of parental responsibility 

contracts. 
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3 Coroner’s Order relating to the Coronial Project investigation into autopsy specimens 
 Asked by: Ms Webb 
 To: Leader for the Government 
 Date: 23 September 2025 
 Question: 

 In relation to the Coronial Project investigation into the autopsy specimens retained by the 
R. A. Rodda Museum of Pathology at the University of Tasmania, upon which the Coroner’s 
Office reported its findings on Thursday the 18 September 2025, can the government: 
 
(1) Confirm the Coroner has issued an Order exempting all matters pertaining to the 

Coronial Project investigation exempt from release under the Right to Information Act 

2009; 

(2) Detail:  

a) any reasons stated for the Order; 

b) whether the Coroner’s Order is still in place despite the publication of the 

Coronial Project investigation’s findings; and  

c) if so clarify if there is an expected date for the expiry or lifting of that Order; and 

(3) Recognising the exclusion provision of Section 6 of the Right to Information Act 2009, 

detail all instances over the previous 12 months where a court order has required an 

additional exemption of materials from the Right to Information Act 2009, and the 

duration of each of these earlier Orders. 

 4 Ashley Youth Detention Centre misconduct matters and the Commission of Inquiry 
 Asked by: Mr Gaffney 
 To: Minister for Children and Youth 
 Date: 23 September 2025 
 Question: 
 (1) How many AYDC staff have been found to be in breach of the State Service Code of 

Conduct due to sexual misconduct? 
(2) How many AYDC staff subject to allegations of sexual abuse have been formally 

investigated and charged by Tasmanian Police? 
(3) Of those staff cleared of allegations, how many have: 

a) returned to work 
b) returned to their original workplace 
c) resigned or retired. 

(4) What is the total cost of the Commission of Inquiry into Institutional Abuse? 
(5) What is the cost so far for investigations into allegations of misconduct against AYDC 

staff, including Employment Direction 5 (ED5) investigations? 
(6) What is the cost so far for wages and other employment costs of suspended AYDC 

staff? 
(7) How much has been paid so far to claimants against AYDC staff for sexual 

misconduct? 
(8) How much has been budgeted for current, emerging and future claims against AYDC 

staff for sexual misconduct? 
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(9) Why didn’t the Government challenge the $75 million Class Action against AYDC 
when at the time many staff had been cleared of allegations? 

(10) Have the Government Investigations identified any individual(s) who has made false 
and fraudulent allegations? 

(11) If Question 10 is yes, of those identified as making false and fraudulent allegations, 
how many individual(s) have received payments in settlement of their claims 
against the State? 

(12) If there have been individuals identified by Government Investigators as receiving 
payments for fraudulent and false allegations, has the Government sought to 
recover those payments? 

(13) Why were claims paid for allegations of sexual abuse before investigations were 
started and or completed? 

(14) What mechanisms have been put in place to assist and support claimants in the 
management of their redress payments? 

(15) How were the claims of the whistleblower known as Alysha investigated and 
verified? 

(16) Why were the statements made by AYDC staff scrutinised and treated as false? 
(17) Will the Government take any responsibility for the extraordinary lengthy 

suspensions of AYDC staff of up to four and a half years rather than claiming the 
matters as complex? 

(18) Why has there been an inconsistent approach to suspending staff? 
(19) Why has there been an inconsistent approach to suspending ‘Working with 

Vulnerable Children’ registrations for some staff and not others? 
(20) Why were suspended AYDC staff required to be totally isolated from their work 

colleagues during a very traumatic time? 
(21) Why were suspended AYDC staff not consulted about and involved in developing 

the appropriate response from their managers to meet their needs? 
(22) Will the Government: 

(a) publicly apologise for the way AYDC staff have been appallingly treated? 
(b) publicly apologise to all those AYDC staff who have been wrongfully accused? 
(c) consider compensation to AYDC staff who have been wrongfully accused? 

(23) What support has the Government provided to those AYDC staff who were stood 
down including those who remain stood down? 

(24) In light of legislation in other states regarding falsified and vexatious claims against 
public servants, what due diligence and / or legislation has the Tasmanian 
Government introduced or considered to address the situation? 

 

  

6 Bass Highway – Wynyard to Marrawah Upgrade 
 Asked by: Ms Forrest  
 To: Minister for Infrastructure and Transport 
 Date: 4 November 2025 
 Question: 

With regard to the Bass Highway – Wynyard to Marrawah upgrade; 
(1) Can you confirm: 

a) Details of the total funds expended to date on each component of the project; 
and  
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i. Details of the total funds expended to date on each component of each 
project; and  

ii. A breakdown of expended funds related to Australian Government funds; 
and  

iii. A breakdown of expended funds related to Tasmanian Government funds. 
b) The timelines for and amounts of expenditure of the remaining committed 

Federal funds; 
c) The timelines for and amounts of expenditure of the remaining committed 

State  funds; 
d) The final costs for each component of the works already undertaken as part of 

this whole works package. 
(2) Whether funds the committed by the Australian Government have now been released 

for the 2024-25 Financial Year;  
(3) The amount of funds the committed by the State Government and how much has been 

expended and how much remains to be spent; 
(4) Please provide copies of all progress reports provided by the State to the Australian 

Government required under the agreement since works commenced; 
(5) All notes on Administration as referred to in the Agreement; and 
(6) Details of any variations from the original agreed project scope. 

 
7 Macquarie Point Stadium Expenditure to Date 
 Asked by: Ms Thomas  
 To: Leader for the Government 
 Date: 4 November 2025 
 Question: 

 
Noting that the proposed Stadium at Macquarie Point has incurred public expenditure in 

planning, design and preparatory works despite the uncertainty associated with approval 

for its construction, and acknowledging the importance of understanding the expenditure 

to date and the progress stage the project is at, within established major project 

infrastructure planning and delivery processes can the Government:   

(1) Provide a total cost and itemised breakdown of how much funding the Macquarie Point 

Development Corporation and government agencies have expended to date on 

activities associated with the proposed Stadium at Macquarie Point, including but not 

limited to project planning, site investigations, design development, stakeholder 

engagement, any related consultancy or advisory services, and any other costs? 

(2) Clarify the current stage of the project within the standard infrastructure delivery 

framework? 

(3) Advise if it is consistent with standard government infrastructure delivery practice for a 

project to progress to the current stage without having first obtained planning 

approval? Please provide other examples for comparison purposes. 
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8 Macquarie Point Stadium Operational and Lifecycle Costs 
 Asked by: Ms Thomas  
 To: Leader for the Government 
 Date: 4 November 2025 
 Question: 

 

The Tasmanian Planning Commission Recommendation Report of 15 September 2025 
states: 
“At the end of 10 years, because of the compounding interest on deficit financing, the debt 
attributable to the stadium would be approximately $1.8 billion, assuming a borrowing 
rate of 5 per cent and taking into account the lifecycle costs, team subsidies, and event 
attraction costs, as well as the net financial operating position of the stadium.  

There will be an ever-increasing debt associated with the stadium because of the 
compound interest effect, unless taxes are increased, or spending on public services 
reduced, or other planned state capital projects abandoned, to pay for it.” 

Noting that the proposed stadium at Macquarie Point is likely to require ongoing taxpayer 
subsidies to cover the operational and lifecycle costs of the asset, including operating costs, 
maintenance and depreciation, can the Government please provide the following 
information: 

(1) Asset ownership and liabilities 

Clarity as to whether the asset and liabilities will rest with the Macquarie Point 

Development Corporation (MPDC) or Stadiums Tasmania, once construction is 

complete; 

(2) Asset transfer process 

If the asset is to be transferred to Stadiums Tasmania upon completion, an 

explanation of the transfer process, timing and inclusions; 

(3) Asset management plan 

A timeframe for when a comprehensive Asset Management Plan for the Macquarie 

Point Stadium will be completed, which entity or agency will produce that Plan, and 

whether the Plan will be tabled in Parliament prior to construction commencing; 

(4) Lifecycle and maintenance liabilities 

An estimate of the long-term servicing, maintenance, depreciation and renewal 

liabilities across the expected life of the asset; 

(5) Equity or funding transfers 

An estimate of any equity transfers or other budget injections likely to be required 

to service these liabilities across the forward estimates and future budget cycles; 

(6) Forward estimates treatment 

Confirmation of whether capital and recurrent allocations for the Macquarie Point 

Stadium are included within the 2025-26 Budget and forward estimates, and if so, 

the total amounts by year and agency; 

(7) Budget and service impacts 

An indication of what capital or recurrent funding from essential public services may 
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be redirected to fund the construction, operation or maintenance of the stadium; 

and 

(8) Governance and oversight 

Details of the proposed governance mechanisms to manage cost overruns, 

contractor claims or revenue under-performance during construction and after 

completion, including any provisions for independent financial or economic 

oversight. 

Summary of Bills 

Read First Time 
No. 35 Partition Amendment Bill (pro forma) 
No. 40 Residential Tenancy Amendment (Pets) Bill 
No. 43 Taxation and Related Legislation (First Home Owner and Payroll Relief) Bill 
No. 45 Poisons Amendment (Interstate Prescriptions) Bill 
No. 46 Dangerous Criminals and High Risk Offenders Amendment Bill 
No. 47 Justice Miscellaneous (Explosives Offences) Bill 
No. 49 Public Accounts Committee Amendment Bill 
No. 51 Expungement of Historical Offences Amendment Bill 
No. 52 Terrorism Legislation (Extension) Bill 
No. 54 Commission for Children and Young People Bill 

Second Reading Adjourned 
No. 41 Sentencing Amendment (Aggravating Factors) Bill 

Second Reading Negatived 
No. 57 Budget Accountability and Oversight Committee Bill 

Consideration of Bill as amended in Committee of Whole Council 
No. 42 Government Business (Sale Reforms) Bill 
No. 44 Custodial Inspector Amendment (Protection from Reprisal) Bill 

Awaiting Third Reading 
No. 36 Government Business Governance Reforms Bill 
No. 37 Commissions of Inquiry Amendment (Private Sessions Information) Bill 

Agreed to by Both Houses 
No. 38 Justice and Related Legislation (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill Act No. 17 of 2025 
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Current Committees and Membership 

Standing Committees 

Committee of Privileges: Mr Farrell, Ms Forrest, Ms Armitage, Mr Gaffney and Ms Rattray 

Standing Orders Committee: Mr Farrell (The President), Ms Forrest (The Chair of Committees), Ms Armitage, 
Ms Rattray and Ms Thomas 

Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works (Joint)1: Mr Harriss and Ms Rattray 

Parliamentary Standing Committee on Subordinate Legislation (Joint): Ms Forrest, Mr Harriss and Mr Hiscutt 

Parliamentary Standing Committee of Public Accounts (Joint): Mr Edmunds, Ms Forrest and Ms Thomas 

Parliamentary Standing Committee on Integrity (Joint): Ms Armitage, Ms O’Connor and Ms Webb 

Parliamentary Standing Committee on Electoral Matters (Joint): Mr Gaffney, Ms O’Connor, Ms Thomas and Ms Webb 

Greyhound Racing Transition (Joint): Ms O’Connor, Ms Webb and Ms Rattray 

Sessional Committees 

House Committee (Joint): Mr Farrell (The President), Ms Forrest and Ms Rattray   

Library Committee (Joint): Ms Armitage, Mr Farrell, Ms Forrest, Mr Gaffney, Mr Hiscutt and Ms Rattray 

Final Report of Commission of Inquiry (Joint): Ms Lovell, Ms O’Connor and Ms Webb 

Workplace Cultural Oversight (Joint): Mr Farrell, Ms Forrest, Ms Lovell and Ms Rattray 

Gender and Equality (Joint): Mr Edmunds, Ms Forrest, Mr Harriss and Ms Thomas 

Government Administration A: Ms Forrest, Mr Harriss, Ms Lovell, Ms O’Connor and Ms Thomas  

Government Administration B: Ms Armitage, Mr Edmunds, Mr Gaffney, Mr Hiscutt and Ms Webb 

Select Committees 

Energy Matters (Joint): Mr Edmunds, Ms Forrest, Mr Harris and Ms Lovell 

Government Business Scrutiny Committee A: Ms Forrest, Mr Harriss, Ms Lovell, Ms O’Connor and Ms Thomas  

Government Business Scrutiny Committee B: Ms Armitage, Mr Edmunds, Mr Gaffney, Mr Hiscutt and Ms Webb 

Estimates Committee A: Ms Forrest, Mr Harriss, Ms Lovell, Ms O’Connor and Ms Thomas 

Estimates Committee B: Ms Armitage, Mr Edmunds, Mr Gaffney, Mr Hiscutt and Ms Webb 

Legislative Council Select Committee into Integrated Assessment Report: Ms Armitage, Mr Edmunds, Ms Forrest, Mr 
Gaffney, Mr Harriss, Mr Hiscutt, Ms O’Connor, Ms Rattray, Ms Lovell, Ms Thomas and Ms Webb 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 Joint Committees are made up of Members from both Houses.  For House of Assembly Members of these Committees 
please see the House of Assembly Notice Paper. 

https://www.parliament.tas.gov.au/committees/legislative-council/standing-committees/privileges
https://www.parliament.tas.gov.au/committees/legislative-council/standing-committees/privileges
https://www.parliament.tas.gov.au/committees/joint-committees/standing-committees/pwc
https://www.parliament.tas.gov.au/committees/joint-committees/standing-committees/subord
https://www.parliament.tas.gov.au/committees/joint-committees/standing-committees/public-accounts-committee
https://www.parliament.tas.gov.au/committees/joint-committees/standing-committees/integrity2
https://www.parliament.tas.gov.au/committees/joint-committees/standing-committees/joint-standing-committee-on-electoral-matters
https://www.parliament.tas.gov.au/committees/joint-committees/standing-committees/joint-standing-committee-on-greyhound-racing-transition
https://www.parliament.tas.gov.au/committees/joint-committees/sessional-committees/house
https://www.parliament.tas.gov.au/committees/joint-committees/sessional-committees/library
https://www.parliament.tas.gov.au/committees/joint-committees/sessional-committees/recommendations-of-final-report-of-the-commission-of-inquiry
https://www.parliament.tas.gov.au/committees/joint-committees/sessional-committees/wco
https://www.parliament.tas.gov.au/committees/joint-committees/sessional-committees/gender-and-equality-committee
https://www.parliament.tas.gov.au/committees/legislative-council/sessional-committees/govadmina
https://www.parliament.tas.gov.au/committees/legislative-council/sessional-committees/govadminb
https://www.parliament.tas.gov.au/committees/joint-committees/select-committees/energy-matters
https://www.parliament.tas.gov.au/committees/legislative-council/select-committees/legislative-council-government-businesses-scrutiny-committees-2025
https://www.parliament.tas.gov.au/committees/legislative-council/select-committees/legislative-council-government-businesses-scrutiny-committees-2025
https://www.parliament.tas.gov.au/committees/legislative-council/select-committees/legislative-council-estimates-committees-2026
https://www.parliament.tas.gov.au/committees/legislative-council/select-committees/legislative-council-estimates-committees-2026
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Dates of Meetings of the Legislative Council 

The following are the Council’s proposed sitting dates for 2025. These dates are indicative only and subject 
to change. 

August 19 
September 12 (QC), 23, 24, 25, 26 (QC) 
November 4, 5, 6, 11, 12, 13, 14 
December 2, 3, 4, 5 (QC), 9, 10, 11 

The sitting schedule is available at: 
https://www.parliament.tas.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0037/95887/Combined-Sitting-Schedule-2025-final.pdf  

Meetings of the Legislative Council (Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays) 

11.00 am Acknowledgement of Country and Prayers 
 Presentation of Petitions 
 Notices of Questions 
 Notices of Motions 
 Answers to Questions on Notice 
 Tabling of Papers 
 Messages 
 Special Interest Matters [Tuesdays only] 
 Motions and Orders of the Day [Government Business takes precedence on 

Wednesdays and Thursdays] 
1.00 pm Break 
2.30 pm Question Time 
3.00 pm Resumption of Motions and Orders of the Day 
4.00 pm Break [Tuesdays and Wednesdays only] 
4.30 pm Resumption of Motions and Orders of the Day 
 Adjournment 

Quorum Calls of the Legislative Council (Fridays) 

When the Legislative Council sits on a Friday it is called a Quorum Call. This sitting is primarily for the 
purpose of receiving Messages from the House of Assembly, and the Council does not conduct any 
substantive business. 

9.30 am Acknowledgement of Country and Prayers 
 Presentation of Petitions 
 Notices of Questions 
 Notices of Motions 
 Answers to Questions on Notice 
 Tabling of Papers 
 Messages 
 Adjournment 

Standing and Sessional Orders of the Legislative Council 

The work of the Legislative Council is governed by its Standing and Sessional Orders, as agreed by the 
Council. The Council’s Standing Orders are available at: 

 https://www.parliament.tas.gov.au/legislative-council/lcstandingorders  

https://www.parliament.tas.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0037/95887/Combined-Sitting-Schedule-2025-final.pdf
https://www.parliament.tas.gov.au/legislative-council/lcstandingorders

