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Rural Business Tasmania welcomes the invitation to provide input to the public consultation to 

proposed published works of the Northern Road Package 

Introduction 
Rural stakeholders, clients and community members have recently highlighted concerns with 

current design of local rural roads.  Road upgrades have been undertaken in rural and regional 

communities with both Federal and State funding over the past 18 months.   The improvement in 

road surface has been welcomed and further upgrades of roads encouraged. 

Whilst feedback collated has been extremely positive regarding general improvement for use, 

despite verbal complaints and voiced concerns, the upgrades continue to be implemented in a way 

that impacts on farm businesses, safety, and practical use of roads. 

Members of the community have voiced their concern to local members (Tasmanian Government) 

and have been advised that the roads are designed to meet current Australian Standards.   The 

Department of State Growth has also been contacted by some members of the public and similarly 

been advised that Australian Standards have been met and designs are not likely to change.  

This paper sets out some of the key concerns voiced by members of local rural communities 

to raise awareness and understanding of local needs and practicalities.  It is hoped that 

proposed works for the Northern Roads Package will consider these concerns and the 

needs of community in future design planning. 

The paper includes photos and individuals’ letter regarding concerns raised and reference material. 

Submission matters raised: 

Safety and local industry use have not been considered in design. 

Agricultural contribution to the Tasmania economy is significant and supportive practices and 

infrastructure in rural and regional Tasmania should complement and support the agricultural 

sector. 

− Highway design for country roads require generous shoulders for wide farm machinery that 

frequent rural and regional roads. 

Design flaw specifics 

There is no shoulder as normally available on highways. 

− No ability to pull over safely impeding emergency access points. 

− Review of school bus stops on rural roads have recently been deemed unsafe by some 

operators and alternative stops have been required which impact on access of rural school 

children.    
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Safety 

Tasmania has failed in past years to meet road safety targets, according to RACT Chief Executive 

Mark Mugnaioni in Tasmanian Sunday Examiner reports published February 14th, 2021.  He states 

that this is despite advances in vehicle safety, increased policing, and significant road network 

funding.   In the same paper announcements by Federal Infrastructure Transport and Regional 

Development Minister Michael McCormack and State Infrastructure and Transport Minister Michal 

Ferguson advised $45.6 million in funds for road safety upgrades. 

Despite significant funding the safety of rural and regional roads remains a matter for concern.       

Agricultural Use of Roads 

Rural and regional road designs should complement usage needs of the community they are built 

for.  The agricultural industry is the 2nd largest contributor to the Tasmanian economy, exceeded 

only by health care and social assistance.   Agriculture contributes 10.9 % of economic output, 

employs directly and indirectly thousands of Tasmanians and contributes to regional community.    

Rural Tasmania roads are constantly utilized.   Movement is continual in rural areas where public 

roads divide property to both sides.  Stock and large machinery including harvesters, freight trucks, 

tractors and implements may take up the full width when travelling roads.  The movements meet 

current legal requirements of larger vehicles and implements. 

  

Funding to provide underpasses has been provided by the Tasmanian Government but many rural 

and remote roads do not have infrastructure available where properties are situated on both sides 

of the road.   Underpasses are costly and are designed for stock and small vehicle access only.  

Access to farm paddock gateways is compromised where levels of road have been increased 

above that of the paddock entry way.   This impedes access for agricultural equipment and results 

in scraping of machinery on bitumen which will increase maintenance of roads long-term.  

Now: Truck parked in designated parking area 
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Rural operators have a business and legal requirement to provide safe workplaces and processes.   

Use of signage and warning lights, escorts where required and appropriate, are all utilized.   Local 

citizens are understanding of the movements and comfortable with pulling to the side of rural roads 

to let large equipment to pass.   With recent design this option has been removed and the only 

alternative is reversing, sometimes for significant distance, of the vehicles to a gate way.   

Whilst observing speed limits, lead time may still compromise a driver’s ability to determine space 

for passing when meeting oncoming traffic on narrow country roads with no readily accessible 

alternative, particularly on rises and corners.  

 

 

 

 

Now: Deep ditch hidden in the weeds, no 

room for oncoming vehicle to pass 

Before:  wide flat 

verges, guideposts 

further spread, 

After:  Sloping up to 

approx. 10% on 

some verge 
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DESIGN FLAWS 

Current design of roads that have been built in the last 12 – 18 

months in at least two regional areas (Northern Midlands and 

Dorset) have not incorporated areas to safely pull off in a timely 

manner.   Deep ditches either side of road edges have removed 

safe access to road verges.  Road design has decreased usable 

road area in some instances.  Although bitumen road area may 

have been widened by some 30 cm, the loss of verge has impacted 

on movement. Design has roads at considerable height with up to 

200 – 500 cm ditches either side. 

The key concern raised has been in safe passing opportunities.   

Large farm and transport machinery movement on these roads is 

common with harvesters for example taking over 4 metres of the 

road with full road approx. 6.2metres.    

 

A passing driver may see oncoming traffic and look to pull to the side.  They may not be aware of 

ditches in the side area or the built-up nature of the road and when on steep slope there is potential 

for rollover (as occurred recently with a delivery truck).  No thought has been given to access for 

emergency situations and verge/curb requirements – e.g., tyre blowout, cyclist access, medical 

emergency, rubbish bins.  

Compromised or hesitant drivers who are faced with oncoming traffic with little room to move to the 

side are impacted in their confidence to even utilize these roads or are more prone to accident 

when trying to traverse this newly designed roads.   Rural landholder access and safety where a 

road intersects and is part of daily farm work is hazardous, does not enable smooth flow of traffic 

and has already resulted in accident. 
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Recently school bus stops, which have been in place for over 30 years, have been removed as 

bus operators have no safe space to pull over.  

Common sense and understanding of the practicalities has 

not been evident where in response to flattened guideposts, 

a recent remedy has been to move guideposts into the ditch 

below road level compromising safety particularly for driving 

at night. 

An example is the section of road between Cressy and 

Longford, completed only around 12 months ago, now 

experiencing broken edges, potholes, and flattened 

guideposts.  

 

The design may impact weed control providing a healthy 

growth vessel for weeds to sprout through water retention in 

deep ditch areas.  Slashing although possible is more difficult 

and may not provide the complete removal of weeds in the 

steep ditch design.  Tasmanian Government support to weed 

control through recent Bio-Security initiatives are also 

compromised and management of weeds impact financially 

on farm businesses.   When weeds are not kept in check 

road users who are unaware of the deep ditches may attempt 

to park or swerve to side of road and may incur accidents 

when hitting these deep hidden ditches.  

 

CONCLUSION 

Previous design has served rural community well.   Anecdotal evidence suggests other municipal 

areas may have similarly been impacted with truck drivers and heavy vehicle access users 

commenting informally on the concerns raised.   

We ask that the Parliamentary Standing Committee review current design requirements for 

Tasmanian regional roads to ensure that agricultural industry, local community and visitors to our 

rural and regional areas have safe, usable and practical roads to travel. 

References:  Australian Automobile Association – Benchmarking the performance of the National 

Road Safety Strategy 2011 – 2020  

Submitted to: 

The Secretary, Public Works Committee, Parliament House, Hobart Tas 7000 

Via email:  Scott.hennessy@parliament.tas.gov.au 

 

mailto:Scott.hennessy@parliament.tas.gov.au
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Attachments: 

A. Examiner articles 14th February 2021 

B. Email letter from concerned road users – Sarah and Daniel Greig 

C. Letter from Minister Michal Ferguson, Minister for Infrastructure 

 

A: 
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B:  
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C:   
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Rural Business Tasmania 

Established in 1986, Rural Business Tasmania Inc is a not-for-profit charitable organisation 

primarily offering business and financial management support, counselling, coaching and expertise 

to rural and regional communities.   

 

Through the provision of numerous programs, the organisation assists rural business enterprises 

manage the ever-evolving demands and challenges facing the primary industry sector and regional 

communities.   

 

These programs include the State supported and Australian Government funded Rural Financial 

Counselling Service, Small Business Support Program, our State Government supported Rural 

Business Programs including the Cultivating Rural Excellence, Cadetship programs, Forest 

Contractors Resilience Program, the Forum of Rural Stakeholders and the Rural Relief Fund. 

 

 

Rural Business Tasmania’s focus is on growing a more robust, resilient, and productive rural sector 

for the State through increased business and micro and economic skill training and sharing of 

financial expertise.   

RBT Vision 

A sustainable and prosperous future for rural and regional Tasmania 

 

RBT Mission 

To develop and deliver services and projects within the rural business sector that foster viable and 

sustainable economic development for Tasmania 

 

The organisation seeks to support and grow rural enterprise by: 

Developing success and sustainability through innovation. 

Empowering clients to achieve improved outcomes. 

Being advocates for the sector. 

Providing immediate assistance when required. 

Facilitating positive change. 

Providing education and support. 

Helping farmers understand their current position and where they are at. 

Fostering partnerships with primary production sector facing organisations. 

Providing support to deal with emerging changes and challenges. 

Helping its clients in times of crisis. 

 

 

 

 

 


