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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Pursuant to section 24(1)(c) of the Integrity Commission Act 20091 (the 
Act), the Joint Standing Committee on Integrity (the Committee) 
further reports to the Legislative Council and the House of Assembly on 
its examination of the draft “Code of Conduct for Members of 
Parliament” (Code of Conduct).  

1.2 In May 2016 the Integrity Commission prepared a report “Review of 
Codes of Conduct for Members of Parliament, Ministers and Ministerial 
Staff, Summary Report” (Summary Report 2016).  The report included 
the 2016 “Revised Draft Code of Conduct for Members of Parliament” 
(2016 Draft Code of Conduct) as a revision of the 2011 Code of Conduct 
proposed by the Integrity Commission in its report, tabled in both 
Houses on 23 June 2011.2   

2 “A CODE OF CONDUCT FOR MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT” 
REPORT 

2.1 In response to the Integrity Commission’s Summary Report 2016 and 
2016 Draft Code of Conduct, the Committee resolved to conduct an 
inquiry into the introduction of a Code of Conduct for Members of 
Parliament in Tasmania. 

2.2 On 19 September 2016, the Committee invited Members of both 
Houses as well as Rev. Prof. Michael Tate (AO), Parliamentary 
Standards Commissioner, to comment on the draft Code of Conduct. 

2.3 Responses were received from the following:  Hon. Premier Will 
Hodgman MP, on behalf of the Parliamentary Liberal Party; Mr Bryan 
Green MP, on behalf of the Parliamentary Labor Party; Ms Rosalie 
Woodruff MP, on behalf of the Tasmanian Greens; and Rev. Prof. 
Michael Tate (AO). 

2.4 The Committee tabled its report “A Code of Conduct for  
Members of Parliament” on 15 November 2016. 

2.5 The report contained the following recommendations: 

• The Parliament adopt a single Code of Conduct for all 
Members of both Houses of Parliament and the Draft 

                                                           
1 Integrity Commission Act 2009 (No. 67 of 2009) 
2 “Code of Conduct for Members of Parliament, Ministers and Ministerial Staff in Tasmania”, 
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Code of Conduct be the basis of the single Code of 
Conduct. 

• The Presiding Officers and Party Leaders meet to discuss 
the wording of the Code in an attempt to gain consensus 
on the wording of the Code. 

• The Code be debated by both Houses of Parliament prior 
to the end of the Autumn session of Parliament in 2017. 

• Once a Code of Conduct has been adopted by both or 
either House of Parliament the Integrity Commission 
develop guidelines to assist with the application of the 
Code. 

• That the Integrity Commission Act 2009 be amended to 
enable the Integrity Commission to investigate 
complaints referred by at least three Members of 
Parliament into breaches of the Code following 
examination by the House. 

3 RESPONSE TO REPORT 

3.1 On 26 May 2017, the Committee wrote to the Presiding Officers, the 
Premier, the Leader of the Opposition, the Leader of the Tasmanian 
Greens and each of the independent Members, drawing their 
attention to the recommendations contained in the report which 
included an approaching deadline for implementation of a Code of 
Conduct. 

3.2 On 20 September 2017, the Committee wrote to the Presiding 
Officers, the Premier, the Leader of the Opposition and the Leader of 
the Tasmanian Greens and each of the independent Members to 
advise that the Committee did not receive a response to its letter 
dated 26 May 2017. The Committee wrote: 

• Over ten months had passed since the report was 
published, the Autumn session of Parliament had 
concluded and the Spring session was close to 
completion and yet no progress had been made in 
relation to the Committee’s recommendations; 

• In reference to the recommendation for the Presiding 
Officers and Party Leaders to meet in an attempt to gain 
consensus on the wording of the Code, the Committee 
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asked whether such discussions had taken place, and if 
not, when such discussions were likely to occur. 

3.3 The Committee received responses to this letter from: Madam 
Speaker, Hon. Elise Archer MP; the President, Hon. Jim Wilkinson 
MLC; Premier, Hon. Will Hodgman MP; Leader of the Opposition, Hon. 
Rebecca White MP; Leader of the Greens, Ms. Cassie O’Connor MP 
and Hon. Rosemary Armitage MLC. (copies of correspondence in 
Appendix) 

3.4 On 19 October 2017, the Committee again wrote to the Presiding 
Officers, the Premier, the Leader of the Opposition, the Leader of the 
Tasmanian Greens and each of the independent Members to advise: 

• The Committee had resolved to request that a Code of 
Conduct for Members be introduced and finalised in the 
House of Assembly and the Legislative Council by the 
end of 2017, in time for the commencement of the next 
Parliament; 

• The Committee considered the introduction of a Code of 
Conduct by the end of 2017 to be reasonable as the 
Government and the Parliament had had almost a year 
to consider the revised draft Code following the tabling 
of the Committee’s report; 

• As a revised draft Code of Conduct had already been 
produced by the Integrity Commission, the Committee 
believed minimal work was required for a Code of 
Conduct to be introduced in both the House of Assembly 
and the Legislative Council and therefore could be 
debated before the conclusion of the parliamentary 
year; and  

• Tasmania remains the only state or territory in Australia 
to not have a comprehensive Code of Conduct in place 
to guide Members of Parliament. 

3.5 The Committee received responses from: the Speaker, Hon. Mark 
Shelton MP; the President, Hon. Jim Wilkinson MLC; Premier, Hon. 
Will Hodgman MP; Leader of the Opposition, Hon. Rebecca White MP; 
and Hon. Ruth Forrest MLC.  (copies of correspondence in Appendix) 
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4 RECOMMENDATION 

4.1 The Joint Standing Committee on Integrity makes the following 
recommendation: 

A comprehensive Code of Conduct, with reference to the 
Integrity Commission’s 2016 Draft Code of Conduct, is pursued 
as a matter of priority in the next term of government with a 
view of implementing a comprehensive code for Members of 
Parliament in both Houses by the end of 2018. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Parliament House 
HOBART 
30 November 2017 

Hon. Ivan Dean MLC 
CHAIRPERSON 
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September 26, 2017 

 

 

The Hon. Ivan Dean MLC, 
Chair, 
Joint Standing Committee on Integrity, 
Parliament of Tasmania. 
 
 
Dear Mr Dean, 
 
Re: A Code of Conduct for Members of the Parliament of Tasmania 
 
I have received your letter dated September 20, 2017 regarding your report titled “A Code of 
Conduct for Members of the Parliament of Tasmania”, and the recommendations detailed in your 
letter. 
 
I note the Committee’s recommendations, and advise that I have no knowledge of a meeting for 
Presiding Officers and Party Leaders having been held. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

Rosemary 

Hon. Rosemary Armitage MLC  
Independent Member for Launceston 
Ph:  0419341178   Office: 63242001 
  
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rosemary 

THE HON. ROSEMARY ARMITAGE MLC 
Independent Member for Launceston 

T: 03 63242001 | F: 03 6324 2008 
M: 0419 341178 
4th Floor, Henty House | One Civic Square 
| Launceston  Tas  7250 
 

 

  

 

 

 



^
TASMANIA

PREMIER OF TASMANIA

Hon Ivan Dean NLC
Chair

Joint Standing Committee on Integrity
House of Assembly
Parliament House
HOBART TAS 7000

\ 3 OCT 2017

Dear Mr Dean

Thank you for your letter regarding the Committee's Report "A Code of Conduct for Member of the
Parliament of Tasmania" and I apologise for the delay in responding to you.

As you are aware, the Government dealt with a number of competing priorities during this Parliament
session. Our focus has recently included consideration of initiatives such as amendments to the
Standing Orders and the passing into law of the Parliamentary (Disclosure of Interests) Amendment Kill
20/7, which included significant changes to current disclosure requirements, based on
recommendations put fonA/ard by the Integrity Commission and the Parliamentary Standards
Commissioner Unfortunately, given the prioritisation of this important work, further consideration of a
single Code wasn't progressed.

In relation to the Report's recommendation 5. 2, 1 can advise that while such discussions have not yet
taken place, I would propose to raise the matter in the first instance with the President of the
Legislative Council and the newly-elected Speaker of the House of Assembly after the existing vacancy
for Speaker has been filled. However, given the small number of Parliamentary sitting days remaining, it
is my expectation that progressing this matter more broadly will be a matter for the next Parliament.

Yours sincerely

^"-^
Will Hodgman NP
Premier

GPO Box 123. HobartTAS7001 | Telephone: 61 3 6165 7650 | Email: will. hodgman@dpac.tas.gov.au



From: OconnorC  
Sent: Friday, 13 October 2017 4:15 PM 
To: Ivan Dean 
Cc: Rosalie Woodruff; Andrea Dawkins; Shane Donnelly 
Subject: Letter from Integrity Committee re Code of Conduct for Members  
Importance: High 
 
 
Dear Mr Dean, 
 
I write in response to the attached correspondence.  Please accept my apologies for not 
responding earlier. 
 
On behalf of the three Greens MPs, I can indicate strong support for the development of a 
single Code of Conduct for Members of both Houses of the Tasmanian Parliament. 
 
Regrettably, there has, to date, been no meeting of Presiding Officers and Party Leaders to 
seek consensus on wording of the final Code of Conduct.  I will raise this with the Premier 
and Opposition Leader when Parliament returns next week. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Cassy O'Connor MP 
Leader of the Tasmanian Greens 
Member for Denison 
 
7 Franklin Wharf, Hobart TAS 7000   
T: 03 6212 2228  |  M: 0429 402 283 
W: http://mps.tas.greens.org.au 
 
 

http://mps.tas.greens.org.au/
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