Colin & Laurel Trevena
“Beau Monde”
41 Runnymede Street
Arthur Circus

Battery Point Tasmania 7004

Phone (03) 6224 1424 Fax (03) 6224 0213
Mobile Colin 0408 139 748 Mobile Laurel 0438 139 748
E-mail colin@trevena.net and laurel@trevena.net

A submission to The Legislative Council Select Committee on
SHORT STAY ACCOMMODATION IN TASMANIA

The Legislative Council has established a Legislative Council Select Committee to inquire into and report
upon the short stay accommaodation industry in Tasmania with particular reference to —

(1) The growth of short stay accommodation in Tasmania and the changing character of the market
including recent trends in online letting of short stay accommodation;

(2) The impact of short stay accommodation on the residential housing sector;
(3) The impact of short stay accommodation on the tourism sector;

(4) Regulatory issues including customer safety, land use planning, neighbourhood amenity and licensing
conditions compared to other jurisdictions in Australia and worldwide; and

(5) Any other matter incidental thereto.

We are owner occupiers of an Arthur Circus home. We presume the Select Committee
members are familiar with Arthur Circus and its unique qualities in Australia, not just Hobart.

We wish to address item 4 of the Terms of Reference and particularly the adverse effect the
Liberal Government’s unilateral land use planning change to Battery Point’s long term
prohibition of Self Contained Visitor Accommodation on neighbourhood amenity.

In previous times we have made submissions to the Tasmanian Planning Commission’s review
of IPD6 Planning Directive 2 and appeared before that committee to present supplementary
material all of which is available on the TPC website at
http://www.iplan.tas.gov.au/Pages/XC.Track.Assessment/SearchAssessment.aspx?id=645

What is not included on that website is the material we presented personally to the committee
members. We attach the handwritten notes Mrs. Laurel Trevena used, with some emotion, to
highlight to the committee, the neighbourhood amenity issues exposed by the IPD6 land use
planning change to the Battery Point community. The numbers of leasehold properties have
been drastically reduced. The numbers of permit applications for self-contained short stay bear
no resemblance to the actual number of properties being used commercially as short stay.


mailto:colin@trevena.net
mailto:laurel@trevena.net
http://www.iplan.tas.gov.au/Pages/XC.Track.Assessment/SearchAssessment.aspx?id=645

Those issues continue today and in fact have worsened since the November TPC hearing as more
residences were converted from residential accommodation to commercial short term self-
contained visitor accommodation almost exclusively owned by non-Tasmanian resident owners.

Previous to the TPC review, an Arthur Circus cottage that had been illegally operating
commercial self-contained short stay accommodation had applied to build a 2" storey
addition/extension that was approved by the Tasmanian Heritage Council but rejected by the
Hobart City Council. The interstate owner appealed to the RMPAT. The appeal was contested
by the HCC with the support of three owner occupier couples (cost the owners $27,000) to
protect the unique single storey nature of Arthur Circus.

Concurrent with the TPC review two further absentee Arthur Circus cottage owners expressed
their intention to lodge development applications for 2" storey extensions to fit their short stay
visitor accommodation objectives. Hence the focus in the following notes on the concurrent
affect of commercializing Arthur Circus.

Should the committee wish to hear further examples of the commercializing of Battery Point we
would be happy to share some of the examples we have found in Battery Point such as where
single cottages satisfactorily occupied as residential homes for more than 150 years have been
irreparably changed to multiple motel style units without kitchens.

Colin and Laurel Trevena
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